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T  g  ^HE    fame    of  Gratian,    before  he   had   accomplifhed    the    CHAP. 
[1                      _                              _                                                                                         XXVII. 
g        twentieth  year  of  his  age,  was  equal  to  that  of  the  mofl   . ., Lr 

celebrated  princes.     His  gentle  and  amiable  difpofition  en-  ancf  conduft 

beared  him  to  his  private  fdends,  the  graceful  affability  of  his  man-  °^  *°  ^^PP^' 

5iers  engaged   the  affedtion  of  the  people  :  the  men  of  letters,  who  ^  -q  ,-q_ 

•enjoyed  the  liberality,  acknowledged  the  tafte  and  eloquence,  of  their  3^3- 

Vol.  IIL  B  fovereign^ 
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CHAP,  fovereiga  ;  his  valour  and  dexterity  in  arms  were  equally  applauded 
',  -.-  _'  by  the  foldiers  ;  and  the  clergy  confidered  the  humble  piety  of  Gra- 
tian  as  the  firft  and  moft  ufeful  of  his  virtues.  The  vidlory  of 
Colmar  had  -delivered  the  Weft  from  a  formidable  invafion  ;  and  the 
grateful  provinces  of  the  Eaft  afcribed  the  merits  of  Theodofius,  to 
the  author  of  Ms  greatnefs,  and  of  the  public  fafety.  Gratian  fur- 
vived  thofe  memorable  events  only  four  or  five  years;  but  he  furvived 
his  reputation ;  and,  before  he  fell  a  viftim  to  rebellion,  he  had  loft, 
in  a  great  raeafure,  the  refpedt  and  confidence  of  the  Roman  world. 
His  defeas.  The  remarkable  alteration  of  his  charadler  or  conduct,  may  not 
be  imputed  to  the  arts  of  flattery,  which  had  befieged  the  fon  of  Va- 
lentiaian  from  his  infancy ;  nor  to  the  headftrong  pafFions  which 
that  gentle  youth  appears  to  have  efcaped.  A  more  attentive 
view  of  the  life  of  Gratian,  may  perhaps  fuggeft  the  true  caufe 
of  the  difappointment  of  the  public  hopes.  His  apparent  virtues, 
inftead  of  being  the  hardy  produdions  of  experience  and  adverfity, 
were  the  premature  and  artificial  fruits  of  a  royal  education.  The 
anxious  tendernefs  of  his  father  was  continually  employed  to  be-ftow 
on  him  thofe  advantages,  which  he  might  perhaps  efteem  the  more 
highly,  as  he  himfelf  had  been  deprived  of  them  ;  and  the  moft 
fkilful  mafters  of  every  fcience,  and  of  every  art,  had  laboured  to 
form  the  mind  and  body  of  the  young  prince '.  The  knowledge 
which  they  painfully  communicated  was  difplayed  with  oftentation, 
and  celebrated  with  lavifti  praife.  His  foft  and  tractable  difpofition 
received  the  fair  impreflion  of  their  judicious  precepts,  and  the  ab- 
fence  of  paflion  might  eafily  be  miftaken  for  the  ftrength  of  reafon. 
His  preceptors  gradually  rofe  to  the  rank  and  confequence  of  mini- 

■  Valentinlan  was  lefs  attentive  to  the  reli-  gan  (Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  Infcriptions, 
gionof  his  fon.;  fince  he  entrufted  the  educa-  torn.  xv.  p.  125  — 138.).  The  poetical  fame 
tion  of  Gratian  to  Aufonius,  a  profefled  Pa-    of  Aufonius  condemns  the  tafte  of  his  age. 
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ilers  of  ftate  * ;  and,  as  they  wifely  diflembled  their  fecrct  authority,  ^  ^^,'^r^' 
he  feemed  to  adt  with  nrmnefs,  with  propriety,  and  with  judg- 
ment, on  the  moft  important  occafious  of  his  Hfe  and  reign. 
But  the  influence  of  this  elaborate  inftrudion  did  not  penetrate 
beyond  the  furface  ;  and  the  fkilful  preceptors,  who  fo  accu- 
rately guided  the  fteps  of  their  royal  pupil,  could  not  infufe  into 
his  feeble  and  indolent  chara(5ler,  the  vigorous  and  independent 
principle  of  a£lion,  which  renders  the  laborious  purfuit  of  glory 
eflentially  neceflary  to  the  happlnefs,  and  almoft  to  the  exiftence, 
of  the  hero.  As  foon  as  time  and  accident  had  removed  thofc 
faithful  counfellors  from  the  throne,  the  emperor  of  the  Weft 
infenfibly  defcended  to  the  level  of  his  natural  genius  ;  abandoned 
the  reins  of  government  to  the  ambitious  hands  which  were  ftretched 
forwards  to  grafp  them ;  and  amufed  his  leifure  with  the  moft  fri- 
volous gratifications.  A  public  fale  of  favour  and  injuftice  was  in- 
ftituted,  both  in  the  court,  and  in  the  provinces,  by  the  worthlels 
delegates  of  his  power,  whofe  merit,  it  was  m:ide/acri/ege  to  queftion^ 
The  confcience  of  the  credulous  prince  was  diredled  by  faints  and 
bifhops  ■* ;  who  procured  an  Imperial  edidl  to  punifh,  as  a  capital 
offence,  the  violation,  the  negle£t,  or  even  the  ignorance,  of  the 
divine  law  '.     Among  the  various  arts  which  had  excrcifed  the  youth 

*  Aufonius  was  fucceflively  promoted  to  the  ed,  after  the  death  of  Gratian,  by  the  feeble 

prxtorian  prsefefture  of  Italy  (A.  D.  377.),  court  of  Milan. 

and  of  Gaul  (A,D.378.);  and  was  at  length         *  Ambrofe  compofed,  for  his  inftruftion, 

inverted   with   the    confulfliip  (A.D.  379.).  a  theological  treatife  on  the  faith  of  the  Ti i- 

Heexprefled  his  gratitude  in  a  fervile  and  in-  nity  :  and  Tillemont   (Hift.  des  Empereurs, 

fipid  piece  of  flattery  (Aftio  Gratiarum,   p.  torn.  v.   p.  158.  169.)    afcribes   to  the  arch- 

^99"— 736-).  which   has   furvived  more  wor-  bifliop  the  merit  of  Gratian's  intolerant  laws, 
thy  produftions.  5  QuJ  Jivinx  legis  fanftitatem,  nefciendo 

^    Difputare    de   principal!     judicio    non  omittunt,  aut    negligendo  violant,  et  offen- 

oportet.     Sacrilegii  enim  inftar  eil:  dubitare,  dunt,  facrilegium  committunt.    Codex  Jufti- 

an   is  dignus   fit,    quem  elegerit  imperator.  nian.  1.  ix.  tit.  xxix.  leg.   i.     Theodofius  in- 

Codex  Juflinian.  1.  ix.  tit.  xxix.  leg.  3.    This  deed  may  c  aim  his  ihare,  in  the  merit  of  this 

convenient  law  was  revived  and  promulgat-  comprehenfive  law. 
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CHAP,    of  Gratian,  he  had  applied  himfelf,  with  fingular  inclination  and 

* V- 1    fuccefs,  to   manage   the  horfc,  to  draw  the  bow,  and   to   dart  the 

javelin  ;  and  thefe  qualifications,  which  might  be  ufeful  to  a  foldicr, 
were  proftituted  to  the  viler  purpofes  of  hunting.  Large  parks  were 
inclofed  for  the  Imperial  pleafures,  and  plentifully  ftocked  with  every 
fpecies  of  wild  beafts  ;  and  Gratian  neglected  the  duties,  and  even 
the  dignity,  of  his  rank,  to  confume  whole  days  in  the  vain  difplay 
of  his  dexterity  and  boldnefs  in  the  chace.  The  pride  and  wifh 
of  the  Roman  emperor  to  excel  in  an  art,  in  which  he  might  be 
furpaffed  by  the  meaneft  of  his  flaves,  reminded  the  numerous  fpec- 
tators  of  the  examples  of  Nero  and  Commodus :  but  the  chafte  and 
temperate  Gratian  was  a  ftranger  to  their  monftrous  vices  ;  and  his 
hands  were  ftained  only  with  the  blood  of  animals  ^ 
Difcontentof  The  behaviour  of  Gratian,  which  degraded  his  character  in  the 
troops,  eyes  of  mankind,  could  not  have  difturbed  the  fecurity  of  his  reign, 

A.  D.  383.  jf  ^j^g  army  had  not  been  provoked  to  refent  their  peculiar  injuries. 
As  long  as  the  young  emperor  was  guided  by  the  inftrudtions  of  his 
mafters,  he  profeffed  himfelf  the  friend  and  pupil  of  the  foldlers  ; 
many  of  his  hours  were  fpent  in  the  familiar  converfation  of  the 
camp ;  and  the  health,  the  comforts,  the  rewards,  the  honours,  of 
his  faithful  troops,  appeared  to  be  the  obje£t  of  his  attentive  concern. 
But,  after  Gratian  more  freely  indulged  his  prevailing  tafte  for  hunt- 
ing and  fhooting,  he  naturally  connefted  himfelf  with  the  moft  dex- 
terous miniflers  of  his  favourite  amufement.  A  body  of  the  Alanl 
was  received  into  the  military  and  domeftic  fervice  of  the  palace; 
and  the  admirable  fkill,  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  difplay  in  the 
,  unbounded  plains  of  Scythia,was  exercifed,  on  a  more  narrow  theatre, 

in  the  parks   and  inclofm-es  of  Gaul.     Gratian  admired   the  talents 

*  AmmiaTius  (xxxi.  10.)    and  the  younger  is  faved  by  "  licet  incruentus  ;"  and  perhaps 

Vidlor  acknowledge  the  virtues   of  Gratian;  Philollorgius  (I.  x.  c.    10.  and  Godefroy,  p. 

and  accufe,  or  rather  lament,     his  degene-  412.)  had  guarded,  with  feme  fimilarreferve,. 

rate  tafte.  The  odious  parallel  o£  Commodus  the  comparifon  of  Nero, 

I  and- 
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and  cuftoms  of  thefe  favourite  guards,  to  whom  alone  he  cntruft- 
ed  the  defence  of  his  perfon  :  and,  as  if  he  meant  to  infult  the 
pubUc  opinion,  he  frequently  fhewcd  himfelf  to  the  foldiers  and 
people,  with  the  drefs  and  arms,  the  long  bow,  the  founding  quiver, 
and  the  fur  garments,  of  a  Scythian  warrior.  The  unworthy  fpec- 
tacle  of  a  Roman  prince,  who  had  renounced  the  drefs  and  manners 
of  his  country,  filled  the  minds  of  the  legions  with  grief  and  in- 
dignation ^  Even  the  Germans,  fo  ftrong  and  formidable  in  the 
armies  of  the  empire,  affected  to  difdain  the  flrange  and  horrid  ap- 
pearance of  the  favages  of  the  North,  who,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
years,  had  wandered  from  the  banks  of  the  Volga  to  thofe  of  the 
Seine.  A  loud  and  licentious  murmur  was  echoed  through  the  camps 
and  garrifons  of  the  Weft ;  and  as  the  mild  indolence  of  Gratian  ne- 
gleded  to  extinguifh  the  firft  fymptoms  of  difcontent,  the  want  of 
love  and  refpedl  was  not  fupplied  by  the  influence  of  fear.  But  the 
fubverfion  of  an  eftablifhed  government  is  always  a  work  of  fome 
real,  and  of  much  apparent,  difficulty ;  and  the  throne  of  Gratian 
was  proteded  by  the  fandions  of  cuftom,  law,  religion,  and  the 
nice  balance  of  the  civil  and  military  powers,  which  had  been  efta- 
blifhed by  the  policy  of  Conftantine.  It  is  not  very  important  to 
inquire  from  what  caufes  the  revolt  of  Britain  was  produced.  Acci- 
dent is  commonly  the  parent  of  diforder  ;  the  feeds  of  rebellion 
happened  to  fall  on  a  foil  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  more  fruitful  than 
any  other  in  tyrants  and  ufurpers  ^  ;  the  legions  of  that  fequeftered  Revolt  of 
ifland    had  been  long  famous  for  a  fpirit  of  prefumption  and   arro-  Britain. 

'  Zofimus  (1.  iv.  p.  247.)  and  the  younger  is  a  memorable  expreffion,  ufed  by  Jerom  in 

Viftor  afcribe  the  revolution  to  the  favour  of  the  Pelagian  controverfy,  and  varioufly  tor- 

the  Alani,  and  the  difcontent  of  the  Roman  tured  in  the  difputes  of  our  national  antiqua- 

troops.    Dum  exercitum  negligeret,  etpaucos  ries.     The  revolutions  of  the  laft  age  appear- 

ex  Alanis,  quos  ingenti  auro  ad  fe  tranftule-  ed  to  juftify  the  image  of  the  fublimc  Bofliiet, 

rat,  anteferret  veteri  ac  Romano  militi.  "  cette  ifle,  plus  oragenfe  que  les  mers  qui 

*  Britannia  fertilis  provincia  tyrannorum,  "  renvironnent," 

gance ;; 
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CHAP,  gance ' ;  and  the  name  of  Maximus  was  proclaimed,  by  the  tu- 
multuary,  but  unanimous  voice,  both  of  the  foldiers  and  of  the  pro- 
vincials. The  emperor,  or  the  rebel,  for  "his  title  was  not  yet  afcer- 
tained  by  fortune,  was  a  native  of  Spain,  the  countryman,  the 
fellow-foidier,  and  the  rival  of  Theodofius,  whofe  elevation  he  had 
ROt  feen  without  fome  emotions  of  envy  and  refentment :  the  events 
of  his  life  had  long  fmce  fixed  him  in  Britain  ;  and  I  fhould  not  be 
unwilling  to  find  fome  evidence  for  the  marriage,  which  he  is  faid 
to  have  contracted  with  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  lord  of  Caernar- 
vonihire '".  But  this  provincial  rank  might  juflly  be  confidered  as 
a  ftate  of  exile  and  obfcurity  ;  and  if  Maximus  had  obtained  any 
civil  or  military  office,  he  was  not  inverted  with  the  authority 
either  of  governor  or  general ".  His  abilities,  and  even  his  in- 
tegrity, are  acknowledged  by  the  partial  writers  of  the  age ;  and 
the  merit  mufl  indeed  have  been  confpicuous,  that  could  extort  fuch 
a  confeffion  in  favour  of  the  vanquifhed  enemy  of  Theodofius. 
The  difcontent  of  Maximus  might  incline  him  to  cenfure  the  con- 
duit of  his  fovereign,  and  to  encourage,  perhaps  without  any  views 
of  ambition,  the  murmurs  of  the  troops.  But  in  the  midft  of  the 
tumult,  he  artfully,  or  modeftly,  refufed  to  afcend  the  throne ;  and 
fome  credit  appears  to  have  been  given  to  his  own  pofitive  de- 
claration, that  he  was  compelled  to  accept  the  dangerous  prefent  of 
the  Imperial  purple  "', 

But 

®  Zofimus  fays  of  the  Briti/h  foldiers,    ray  ther  of  our  antiquities  is  followed,  as   ufual, 

a^;^a)^  awcaruii  ■tt'Kehv  ctv^xoitcr.  xon  6'jfiij  ■.■ixr.ij.vKv^.  by  his  blind  progeny.     Pacatus  and  Zofimus 

'°  Helena  the  daughter  of  Eudda.     Her  I'^d  taken  fome  pains  to  prevent  this  error, 

chapel    may   Hill   be    feen   at    Caer-fegont,  or  fable  j  and  I  ihall  protedl  myfelf  by  their 

row  Caer-narvon  (Carte's  Hift.  of  England,  decifive    teilimonies.     Regali  habitu   exuJem 

vol.  i.  p.  i63.   from  Rowland's  Mona  Anti-  fuum,  illi  exules  orbis  induerunt  (in  Panegyr. 

qua.).     The  prudent  re.ider  may  not   per-  Vet.  xii.  23.),  and  the  Greek  hiftorian,  ftili 

haps  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  Welch  evidence.  lefs  equivocally,  auro;   (Maximus)    ^£  alt  a; 

"  Cambden  (vol.  i.   introduft.  p.  ci.)  ap-  cfX'!'  £>ti/4o»  nvx^  ■niaiK%ut  (I.  iv.  p.  248.). 
jiointshimgovernor  of  Britain  i  and  the  fa-         '*  Sulpicius  Severus,  Dialog,  ii.  7,     Oro- 

fius. 
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But  there  was  danger  likewife  in  refufing  the  empire  ;  and  from    CHAP, 
tlie  moment  that  Maximus  had  violated  his  allegiance  to  his  lawful    *     -.-  Lf 
fovereign,  he  could  not  hope  to  reign,  or  even  to  live,  if  he  con-  deluh'of" 
fined   his  moderate   ambition  within  the  narrow  limits  of  Britain.   G'"^'"*"* 
He  boldly  and  wifely  refolved  to  prevent  the  defigns  of  Gratian  ; 
the  youth  of  the  ifland  crowded   to  his  ftandard,  and  he   invaded 
Gaul  with  a  fleet  and  army,  which  were  long  afterwards  remember- 
ed,   as   the  emigration  of    a   confiderable    part  of  the   Britifh    na 
tion  '\    The  emperor,  in  his  peaceful  refidence  of  Paris,  was  alarmed 
by  their  hoftile   approach ;  and  the  darts  which   he  idly  wafted  on 
lions  and  bears,  might  have  been  employed  more  honourably  againft 
the  rebels.     But  his  feeble   efforts  announced  his  degenerate  Ipirit 
and  defperate  fituation  ;  and  deprived  him  of  the  refources,  which 
he  ftill  might  have  found,  in  the  fupport  of  his  fubjeds  and  allies. 
The  armies  of  Gaul,  inftead  of  oppofing  the   march  of  Maximus, 
received  him  with  joyful  and  loyal  acclamations  ;   and  the  fhame  of 
the  defertion  was  transferred  from  the  people  to  the  prince.     The 
troops,  whofe  ftation  more  immediately  attached  them  to  the  fervice 
of  the  palace,  abandoned  the  ftandard  of   Gratian  the  firft  time  that 
it  was  difplayed  in  the   neighbourhood  of  Paris.     The  emperor  of 
the  Weft  fled  towards  Lyons,  with   a  train   of  only  three   hundred 
horfe ;   and,  in  the  cities  along  the  road,  where  he   hoped  to  find 
a  refuge,    or    at    leaft    a   paffage,    he   was    taught,    by  cruel  ex- 
perience,   that  every  gate   is   fhut    againft    the   unfortunate.       Yet 
he    might    ftill    have    reached,    irt   fafety,    the    dominions    of  his 

fius,  1.  vii.  c.  34.  p.  556.  They  both  ac-  foldiers,  and  100,000  plebeians,  who  fettled 
knowledge  (Sulpicius  had  been  his  fubjeft)  in  Bretagne.  Their  deftined  brides,  St.  Ur- 
Ivis  innocence  and  merit.  It  is  fmgular  enough,  fula  with  11,000  noble,  and  60,000  plebeian, 
that  Maximus  fliould  be  lefs  favourably  virgins,  millook  their  way ;  landed  at  Co- 
treated  by  Zofimus,  the  partial  adverfary  of  logne,  and  were  all  moil  cruelly  murdered 
his  rival.  bv  the  Huns.  But  the  plebeian  fillers  have 
"  Archbiftop  Uflier  (Antiquitat.  Britan.  been  defrauded  of  their  equal  honours  ;  and, 
Ecclef.  p.  107,  108.)  has  diligently  collefted  what  is  ilill  harder,  John  Trithemius  pre- 
the  legends  of  the  ifland,  and  the  continent,  fumes  to  mention  the  chiUren  of  thefe  Bri- 
The  whole  emigration  confilled  of  30,000  tifti  virgins. 

brother ; 
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'brotlier  ;  and  foon  have  returned  with  the  forces  of  Italy  and  the 
Eaft  ;  if  he  had  not  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fatally  deceived  by  the 
perfidious  governor  of  the  Lyonnefe  province.  Gratian  was  amufed 
by  proteftations  of  doubtful  fidelity,  and  the  hopes  of  a  fupport, 
which  could  not  be  effedlual  ;  till  the  arrival  of  Andragathius,  the 
•general  of  the  cavalry  of  Maximus,  put  an  end  to  his  fufpenfe.  That 
refolute  officer  executed,  without  remorfe,  the  orders,  or  the  inten- 
tions, of  the  ufurper.  Gratian,  as  he  rofe  from  fupper,  was  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  affaffin  ;  and  his  body  was  denied  to  the  pious 
and  preffing  intreaties  of  his  brother  Valentinian  '\  The  death  of 
the  emperor  was  followed  by  that  of  his  powerful  general  Mello- 
baudes,  the  king  of  the  Franks  ;  who  maintained,  to  the  lad  moment 
of  his  life,  the  ambiguous  reputation,  which  is  the  juft  recompence 
of  obfcure  and  fubtlc  policy  ".  Thefe  executions  might  be  neceflary 
to  the  public  fafety :  but  the  fuccefsful  ufurper,  whofe  power  was 
acknowledged  by  all  the  provinces  of  the  Weft,  had  the  merit,  and 
the  fatisfadion,  of  boafting,  that,  except  thofe  who  had  perifhed  by 
the  chance  of  war,  his  triumph  was  not  ftained  by  the  blood  of 
the  Romans '". 

The  events  of  this  revolution  had  pafled  in  fuch  rapid  fucceflion, 
that  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  Theodofius  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  his  benefadtor,  before  he  received  the  intelligence  of  his 
defeat  and  death.     During  the  feafon  of  fincere  grief,  or  oftentatious 


'*  Zofimus  (1.  iv.  p.  248,  249.)  has  tranf- 
ported  the  death  of  Gratian  from  Lugdunum 
in  Gaul  (Lyons)  to  Singidunum  in  Mcefia. 
Some  hints  may  be  extraded  from  the  Chro- 
nicles ;  fome  lies  may  be  detefted  in  Sozo- 
men  (I.  vil.  c.  i  v)  and  Socrates  (I.  v.  c.  1 1.). 
Ambrofe  is  our  moft  authentic  evidence  (torn. 
i.  Enarrat.  in  Pfalm  Ixi.  p  961.  tom.  ii. 
•epift.  xxiv.  p.  888,  &c.  and  de  Obitu  Va- 
lentinian. Confolat.  N"  28.  p.  ]i8z.)- 

"  Pacatus  (xii.  28.)  celebrates  his  fidelity; 
while  )iis   treachery  is   marked   in   Proipcr's 


Chronicle,  as  the  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  Gra- 
tian. Ambrofe,  who  has  occafion  to  excul- 
pate himfelf,  only  condemns  the  death  of 
Vallio,  a  faithful  fervant  of  Gratian  (tom.  ii. 
epift.  xxiv.  p.  8qi.  edit.  Benedift.). 

'°  He  protefted,  nullum  ex  adverfariis  nifi 
in  acie  occubuifle.  Sulp.  Severus  in  Vit.  B. 
Martin,  c.  23.  The  orator  of  Theodofius 
beftovvs  reludant,  and  therefore  weighty, 
praife  on  his  clemency.  Si  cui  ille,  pro  ce- 
teris fceleribus  fuis,  minus  crudelis  fuiffe  vide- 
Uir  (Panegyr,  Vet.  xii.  28.). 

mourning, 
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■mourning,  the  Eaftern  emperor  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the    CHAP. 

A. A.  V  II* 

principal  chamberlain  of  Maximus :  and  the  choice  of  a  venerable 
old  man,  for  an  office  which  was  ufually  exercifed  by  eunuchs,  an- 
nounced to  the  court  of  Conllantinople  the  gravity  and  temperance 
of  the  Britifh  ufurper.  The  ambaflador  condefcended  to  juftify,  or 
excufe,  the  conduit  of  his  mafter  ;  and  to  proteft,  in  fpecious  lan- 
guage, that  the  murder  of  Gratian  had  been  perpetrated,  without  his 
knowledge  or  confent,  by  the  precipitate  zeal  of  the  foldiers.  But  he 
proceeded,  in  a  firm  and  equal  tone,  to  offer  Theodofius  the  alterna- 
tive of  peace,  or  war.  The  fpeech  of  the  ambalTador  concluded 
with  a  fpirited  declaration,  that  although  Maximus,  as  a  Roman, 
and  as  the  father  of  his  people,  would  chufe  rather  to  employ  his 
forces  in  the  common  defence  of  the  republic,  he  was  armed  and 
prepared,  if  his  friendfhip  ihould  be  rejedled,  to  difpute  in  a  field  of 
battle  the  empire  of  the  world.  An  immediate  and  peremptory 
anfwer  was  required ;  but  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  Theo- 
dofius to  fatrsfy,  on  this  important  occafion,  either  the  feelings 
of  his  own  mind,  or  the  expedlations  of  the  public.  The  impe- 
rious voice  of  honour  and  gratitude  called  aloud  for  revenge. 
From  the  liberality  of  Gratian,  he  had  received  the  Imperial 
diadem :  his  patience  would  encourage  the  odious  fufpicion,  that 
he  was  more  deeply  fenfible  of  former  injuries,  than  of  recent  ob- 
ligations ;  and  if  he  accepted  the  friendfliip,  he  muft  feem  to  fhare 
the  guilt,  lof  the  affaffin.  Even  the  principles  of  juftice,  and  the 
intereft  of  fociety,  would  receive  a  fatal  blow  from  the  impunity  of 
Maximus :  and  the  example  of  fuccefsful  ufiirpation  would  tend  to 
difTolve  the  artificial  fabric  of  government,  and  once  more  to  replunge 
the  empire  in  the  crimes  and  calamities  of  the  preceding  age.  But, 
as  the  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  honour  fhould  invariably  regulate 
ihe  conduct  of  an  individual,  they  may  be  overbalanced  in  the  mind 
of  a  foverelgn,  by  the  fenfe  of  fuperior  duties :  and  the  maxims. 
Vol.  III.  -G  both 
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both  of  juftice  and  humanity,  muft  permit  the  efcape  of  an  atrocious: 
criminal,  if  an  innocent  people  would  be  involved  in  the  confequences 
of  his  punifhment.  The  aflafTiu  of  Gratian  had  ufurped,  but  he 
adually  poflefled,  the  moft  warlike  provinces  of  the  empire  :  the. 
Eaft  was  exhaufted  by  the  misfortunes,  and  even  by  the  fuccefs, 
of  the  Gothic  war ;  and  it  was  ferioufly  to  be  apprehended,  that, 
after  the  vital  ftrength  of  the  republic  had  been  wafted  in  a  doubt- 
ful and  deftru£tive  conteft,  the  feeble  conqueror  would  remain  an 
cafy  prey  to  the  Barbarians  of  the  North.  Thefe  weighty  con- 
fiderations  engaged  Theodofius  to  diffemble  his  refentment,  and 
to  accept  the  alliance  of  the  tyrant.  But  he  ftipulated,  that  Max- 
imus  fhould  content  himfelf  with  the  pofleflion  of  the  countries 
beyond  the  Alps.  The  brother  of  Gratian  was  confirmed  and. 
fecured  in  the  fovereignty  of  Italy,  Africa,  and  the  Weftern  Illy- 
ricum  ;  and  fome  honourable  conditions  were  inferted  in  the  treaty, 
to  protect  the  memory,  and  the  laws,  of  the  deceafed  emperor ". 
According  to  the  cuftom  of  the  age,  the  images  of  the  three  Imperial 
colleagues  were  exhibited  to  the  veneration  of  the  people :  nor 
fhould  it  be  lightly  fuppofed,  that,  in  the  moment  of  a  folemn  re- 
conciliation, Theodofius  fecretly  cherifhed  the  intention  of  perfidy 
and  revenge  ". 

The  contempt  of  Gratian  for  the  Roman  foldiers,  had  expofed 
him  to  the  fatal  effecfls  of  their  refentment.  His  profound  venera- 
tion for  the  Chviftian  clergy  was  rewarded  by  the  applaufe  and  gra- 
titude of  a  powerful  order,  which  has  claimed,  in  every  age,  the 
privilege  of  difpenfing  honours,  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven  '*. 
The  orthodox  bifhops  bewuiled  his  death,  and  their  own  irreparable 

''  Ambrofe  mentions  the  laws  of  Gratian,  of  Theodofius  have  abfolutely  forgotten,  or 

quas  non  abrogavit  hoftis  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xvii.  flightly  mentioned. 

p.  817.).  ''  Their  oracle,  the  archbifhop  of  Milan, 

"  Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.  251,  252.     We  may  affigns  to  his  pupil  Gratian  an  high  and  re- 

difclaim  his  odious  fufpicio'ns  ;  but  we  cannot  fpeftable  place  in  heaven  (torn.  ii.  de  Obit, 

rejcdl  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  the  friends  Val.  Confol.  p.  1193.). 

lofs  J 
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lofs :  but  they  were  foon  comforted  by  the  tlifcovery,  that  Gratlan    CHAP, 

XXVII. 

had  committed  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft  to  the  hands  of  a  prince, 
whofe  humble  faith,  and  fervent  zeal,  were  fupported  by  tlie  fpirit 
and  abilities  of  a  more  vigorous  charader.  Among  the  benefadors 
of  the  church,  the  fame  of  Conftantine  has  been  rivalled  by  the 
glory  of  Theodofius.  If  Conftantine  had  the  advantage  of  ered- 
ing  the  ftandard  of  the  crofs,  the  emulation  of  his  fucceflbr  af- 
fumed  the  merit  of  fubduing  the  Arian  herel'y,  and  of  aboli filing 
the  worfhip  of  idols  in  the  Roman  world.  Theodofius  was  the  firft 
of  the  emperors  baptifed  in  the  true  faith  of  the  Trinity.  Although 
he  was  born  of  a  Chriftian  family,  the  maxims,  or  at  leaft  the 
practice,  of  the  age,  encouraged  him  to  delay  the  ceremony  of  his 
initiation ;  till  he  was  admonllhed  of  the  danger  of  delay,  by  the 
ferious  illnefs  which  threatened  his  life,  towards  the  end  of  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign.  Before  he  again  took  the  field  againft  the  Goths,  he 
received  the  facrament  of  baptifin  *^  from  Acholius,  the  orthodox 
biftiop  of  Theflalonica  "  :  and,  as  the  emperor  afcended  from  the 
holy  font,  ftill  glowing  with  the  warm  feelings  of  regeneration,  he 
dictated  a  folemn  edidl,  which  proclaimed  his  own  fi\ith,  and  pref- 
fcribed  the  religion  of  his  fubjects.  "  It  is  our  pleafure  (fuch  is  the 
"  Imperial  ftyle),  that  all  the  nations,  which  are  governed  by  our 
"  clemency  and  moderation,  Ihould  ftedfafti/  adhere  to  the  religion 
*'  which  was  taught  by  St.  Peter  to  the  Romans  ;  which  faithful 
*'  tradition  has  preferved  ;  and  which  is  now  profefled  by  the  pontiff 
*'  Damafus,  and  by  Peter,  bifliop  of  Alexandria,  a  man  of  apoftoUc 
*'  holinefs.     According  to  the  difcipline  of  the  apoftles,  and  the  doc- 

"  For  the  baptifm  of  Theodofius,  fee  So-  brofe  ;    who   ftyles  him,    minus  iidei  atque 

y.omcn   (1.  vii.  c.  4.))   Socrates  (1.  v.   c.  6.).  fanflitatis  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xv.  p.  820.)  ;  and 

and  Tillemont   (Hill,   dcs  Empereurs,  torn,  afterwards  celebrates  his  fpeed  and  diligence 

V.  p.  728. )•  if  running    to   Conflantinople,    Italy,   &e. 

"  Afcolius,    or  Acholius,   was   honoured  (epift.  x»i.  p.  822.)  a  virtue  which  does  not 

by  the  friendfhip,  and  the  praifes,  of  Am-  appertain  either  to  a  •ival/,  or  a  bipop. 

C  2  "  trine 
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"  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  under  an  equal  majefty,  and  a  pious 

"  Trinity.     We  authorife  the  followers  of  this  dodtrine  to  afTume  thc 
"  title  of  Catholic  Chriftians  ;   and  as  we  judge,  that  alt  others  are 
♦*  extravagant  madmen,  we  brand  them  with  the  infiunous  name  of 
**  Heretics  j  and  declare,  that  fheir  conventrcles  fhall  no  longer  ufurp 
**  the  refpeftable  appellation  of  churches.     Befides  the  condemnation 
*♦  of  Divine  juftice,  they  muft  expe£t  to  fufter  the  fevere  penalties, 
•*  which   our   authority,    guided  by  heavenly  wifdom,   fliall  think 
"  proper  to  inflift  upon  them  '"."  The  faith  of  a  foldier  is  commonly 
the  fruit  of  inftru£lion,  rather  than  of  inquiry ;  but  as  the  emperor 
always  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  vifible  land-marks  of  orthodoxy,  which 
he  had   fo  prudently  conftituted,  his  religious  opinions  were  never 
afFedled  by  the  fpecious  texts,  the  fubtle  arguments,  and  the  ambi- 
guous creeds  of  the  Arian  doctors.     Once  indeed  he  exprefl'ed  a  faint 
inclination  to  converfe  with  the  eloquent  and  learned  Eunomius,  who 
lived  in  retirement  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Conftantinople.     But  the 
dangerous  intenaew  was  prevented  by  the  prayers  of  the  Emprefs 
Flaccilla,  who   trembled  for  the  falvation  of  her  hufband ;  and  the 
mind   of  Theodofius   w^as   confirmed    by    a    theological    argument, 
adapted  to  the  rudeft  capacity.       He  had  lately  beftowed,  on    his 
cldeft  fon  Arcadius,  the  name   and  honours  of  Auguftus  ;   and  the 
two  princes  were  feated  on  a  ftately  throne  to  receive  the  homage 
of  their  fubjedts.     A  bifhop,  Amphilochius  of  Iconium,  approached 
the  throne,  and  after  fainting,  with  due  reverence,  the  perfon  of  his 
fovereign,  he  accofted  the  royal  youth  with  the  fame  familiar  ten- 
dernefs,  which  he  might  have  ufed  towards  a  plebeian  child.     Pro- 
voked by  this  infolent  behaviour,  the  monarch  gave  orders,  that  the 

**  Codex  Theodof.  I.  xvi.  tit.  i.  leg.  2.  with     Baronius,  auream  fanftionem,  ediflum  glum 
Godefroy*s  Commentary,  torn.  vi.  p.  5— 9-     et  falutare.— Sic  itur  ad  aflra. 
Such  an  edift  deferved  the  warmeft  praifes-  of 

S  ruflic 
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CHAP. 


niftic  priefl:  fliould  be  inftantly  driven  from  his  prefence.  But  while 
the  guards  were  forcing  him  to  the  door,  the  dexterous  polemic  had 
time  to  execute  his  defign,  by  exclaiming,  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Such 
"  is  the  treatment,  O  Emperor  !  which  the  King  of  heaven  has  pre- 
"  pared  for  thofe  impious  men,  who  affe£l  to  worfhip  the  Father,  but 
"  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  equal  majefty  of  his  divine  Son."  Theo- 
dofms  immediately  embraced  the  biihop  of  Iconium ;  and  never  forgot 
the  important  leflbn,  which  he  had  received  from  this  dramatic  pa- 
rable ''*. 

Gonffantlnople  was  the   principal   feat  arid  fortrefs   of  Arianlfm ;   Arianifm  of 

^  '^  ^  Conftanti- 

and,  in  a  long  interval  of  forty  years  ^\  the  faith  of  the  princes  and  nople, 
prelates,  who  reigned  in  the  capital  of  the  Eaft,  was  rejeded  in  the  380. 
purer  fchools  of  Rome  and  Alexandria.  The  archiepifcopal  throne 
of  Macedonius,  which  had  been  polluted  with  fo  much  Chriftian 
blood,  was  fucceflively  filled  by  Eudoxus  and  Damophilus.  Their 
diocefe  enjoyed  a  free  importation  of  vice  and  error  from  every  pro- 
vince of  the  empire  ;  the  eager  purfuit  of  religious  controverfy  af- 
forded a  new  occupation  to  the  bufy  idlenefs  of  the  metropolis  ;  and 
we  may  credit  the  aifertion  of  an  intelligent  obferver,  who  defcribes, 
with  fome  pleafantry,  the  effei^ls  of  their  loquacious  zeal.  "  This 
"  city,  fays  he,  is  full  of  mechanics  and  flaves,  who  are  all  of  them 
**  profound  theologians  ;  and  preach  in  the  fhops,  and  in  the  ftreets. 
"  If  you  defire  a  man  to  change  a  piece  of  filver,  he  informs  you, 
"  wherein  the  Son  differs  from  the  Father  :  if  you  alk  the  price  of 
*'  a  loaf,  you  are  told,  by  way  of  reply,  that  the  Son  is  inferior  to 
**  the  Father ;  and  if  you  enquire,  whether  the  bath  is  ready,  the 

■^'  Sozomen,  I.  vii.  c.  6.     Theodoret,  1.  v.         ^*  Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  5.      Socrates,  1.  v. 

<.  16.  Tillemont  is  difpleafed  (Mem.  Ecclef.  c.  7.     Marcellin.  in  Chron.     The  account  of 

torn.  vi.   p.    627,   628.)   with   the    terms  of  forty  years  muft  be  dated  from  the  eleiftion  or 

"  ruftic   bifhop,"  •'    obfcure  city."     Yet  I  intrufion  of  Eufebius ;  who  wifely  exchanged 

muft  take  leave  to  think,  that  both  Amphi-  the  biflropric  of  Nicomedia  for  the  throne  of 

lochius  and  Iconium  were  objefts  of  incon-  Conftantinople, 


fiUeiable  magnitude  im  the  P^oman  empifc. 


"  anfvver 
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CHAP.    <«  anfwer  is,  that  the  Son  was  made  out  of  nothine ''."     The  he- 

XXVII.  ■     V 

'  -.-  '  retics,  of  various  denominations,  fubfifted  in  peace  under  tlic  piotedlion 
of  the  Arians  of  Conftantinople  ;  who  endeavoured  to  fecure  the  at- 
tachment of  thofe  obfcure  fedlaries ;  while  they  abufed,  with  unre- 
lenting feverity,  the  vidtory  wliich  they  had  o'btained  over  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  council  of  Nice.  During  the  partial  reigns  of  Con^- 
ftantius  and  Valens,  the  feeble  remnant  of  the  Homooufians  was 
deprived  of  the  public  and  private  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  aad 
it  has  been  obferved,  in  pathetic  language,  that  the  fcattered  flock 
was  left  without  a  lliepherd  to  wander  on  the  mountains,  or  to  be 
devoured  by  rapacious  wolves  ^^  Bat,  as  their  zeal,  inftead  of  being 
fubdued,  derived  firength  and  vigour  from  opprellion,  they  feized 
the  firPc  moments  of  imperfect  freedom,  which  they  acquired  by  the 
death  of  Valens,  to  form  themfelves   into  a   regular  congregation, 

GregoryNa-  under  the  conduct  of  an  epifcopal  pallor.     Two  natives  of  Cappa- 

zianzen 

docia,  Bafil,  and  Gregory  Nazianzen  ",  were  dillinguilhed  above  all 
their  contemporaries  ^\  by  the  rare  union  of  profane  eloquence  and 
of  orthodox  piety.  Thefe  orators,  who  might  fometirnes  be  compared, 
by  themfelves,  and  by  the  public,  to  the  moll  celebrated  of  the 
ancient  Greeks,  were  united  by  the  ties  of  the  llriflell  friendfliip. 
They  had  cultivated,  with  equal  ardour,  the  fame  liberal  fludies  in 

^5  See  Jortin's  Remarks  on   Ecclefiaftical  /ivu  lives  of  Gregory  ^azianzen,  compofed, 

Hiftory,    vol.  iv.    p.  71.     The    thirty-third  with  very  different  views,  by  Tillemont  (Mem. 

Oration   of  Gregory  Nazianzen   affords  in-  Eccl^f.  torn.  ix.  p.  305  —  560,   692 — 731.), 

deed  feme  fimilar  ideas,  ,even  feme  ftill  more  and  Le  Clerc  (BibliothequeUniverfelle,  tora^ 

ridiculous;  but  1  have  not  yet  found  the-^wi/^  xviii.  p.  i  — 128.)- 

of  this  remarkable  paChge;    which  I  allege  '"Unlefs  Gregory  Nazianzen  miftook  thirty 

on  the  faith  of  a  correft  and  liberal  fcholar.  years  in  his  ovvn  age  ;  he  was  born,  as  well  as 

"  See  the  thirty-fecond  Oration  of  Gregory  his  friend  Bafil,  about  the  year  329.  Thepre- 

Nazianzen,  and  the  account  of  his  own  life,  poRerous  chronology  of  Suidas  has  been  gra- 

which   he   has    compofed   in    i8co   iambics,  cioii/ly  received  ;  becaufe  it  removes  the  fcan- 

Yet  every  pliyfician   is  prone    to  exaggerate  dal  of  Gregory's  father,  afaint^ikewjfe,  be- 

.  the  inveterate  nature  of  the  difeafe  which  he  getting  children;  after  he  became  a  bifhop 

has  cured;  "(Tillemont,  Mem.  Eccief.'tom,  jx.p.  693-^ 

■"'  I  confefs  myfelf  deeply  indebted  to  the  697.). 

3  the 
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the  fchools  of  Athens  ;  they  had  retired,  with  equal  devotion,  to  the    CHAP. 

X  X  V'  1 J . 

fame  folitude  in  the  deferts  of  Pontus  ;  and  every  fpark  of  emulation, 
or  envy,  appeared  to  be  totally  extinguifhed  In  the  holy  and  inge- 
nuous breads  of  Gregory  and  Bafil.  But  the  exaltation  of  I3afil, 
from  a  private  life  to  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Caefarea,  difcovered 
to  the  world,  and  perhaps  to  himlelf,  the  pride  of  his  charadler ; 
and  the  firft  favour  which  he  condefcended  to  beftow  on  his  friend 
was  received,  and  perhaps  was  intended,  as  a  cruel  infult  ''^  Inftead 
of  employing  the  fuperior  talents  of  Gregory  in  fome  ufeful  and 
confpicuous  ftation,  the  haughty  prelate  fele(3:ed,  among  the  fifty 
biflioprics  of  his  extenfive  province,  the  tvretched  village  of  Safima^'*, 
without  water,  without  verdure,  without  fociety,  fituate  at  the  junc- 
tion of  three  highways,  and  frequented  only  by  the  inceflant  pafTage 
of  rude  and  clamorous  waggoners.  Gregory  fubmitted  with  reluc- 
tance to  this  humiliating  exile  :■  he  was  ordained  bifhop  of  Safima  ; 
but  he  folemnly  proteils,  that  he  never  confummated  his  fpiritual 
marriage  with  this  difgufting  bride.  He  afterwards  confented  to 
undertake  the  government  of  his  native  church  of  Nazianzus  ^',  of 
which  his  father  had  been  bifhop  above  five-and-forty  years.    But  as 

*9  Gregory's  Poem  on  his  own  Life  con-  language  of  nature,  is  the  fame  in  Cappado- 

tains  fome    beautiful  lines    (torn.  ii.   p.   8.)  cia  and  in  Britain. 

which   burft  from   the  heart,  arid   fpeak  the         ^°  This  unfavourable  portrait  of  Safima  is 

pangs  of  injured  and  loft  friendfhip:  drawn  by  Gregory  Nazianzen  (torn.  ii.    de 

OTOK.  ««oi  },<,y<^:.  Vita  fua,  p.  7,  8.).       Its    precife    fituation,. 

Of/ofEyofTs  xa;.  (T-j.^r-o;  g..;,  forty-nine  miles  from  Archelais,  and  thirty- 

Nsc  £!-■  tt  au^oii  ......  t^'O  from  Tyana,  is  fixed  in  the  Itinerary  of 

A.fff-xiarai  ffa«Ta,  e;f,'?rrxi  x^l*^'>  Antoninus  (p.  144.  edit.  WefTeling.). 
At;.;«;  <?=?«<"  rx;  i:u\a:ccc,  £^7.-.J^^  ^'  The  name  of  Nazianzus  has  been  im- 

In  the  Midfummer  Night's  Dre'am,  Helenia  mortalifed  by  Gregory  ;  but  his  native  town, 

addreflcs  the  fame  pathetic  complaint  to  her  under  the  Greek  orRoman  title  of  Dioca;farea 

friend  Hermia  :  (Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.Jx.p.  692. )» 

Is  all  the  counfel  that  we  two  have  fhared,  is  mentioned  by  Pliny  (vi.  3.),  Ptolemy,  and 

The  fifter's  vows,  kz.  Hierocles  (Itinerar.  Weffeling,  p.  709.).     It 

Shakefpeare  had   never  read  the  poems  of  appears  to  have  been  fituate  oa  che  edge  of 

Gregory  Nazianzen  :  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Ifauna. 
Greek  language  ;  but  his  mother-tongue,  the 

he 


y 
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CHAP,    he  ^vas  flill  confcious,  that  he  deferved  another  audience,  and  another 

Y  y  V  T  T 

»- — . '    theatre,  he  accepted,  with  no   unworthy  ambition,  the   honourable 

niiffion  of       invitation,  which  was  addrefled  to  him  from  the  orthodox  party  of 
no°p"le!"""       Conftantinople.     On  his  arrival   in  the  capital,  Gregory  was  enter- 

A.  D.  378,     taine(^  in  i\^q  houfe  of  a  pious  and  charitable  kinfman  ;  the  moft  fpa- 
Movember.  ^  '^ 

cious  room  was  confecrated  to  the  ufes  of  religious  worfliip  ;  and  the 
name  of  Anajlafia  was  chofen,  to  exprefs  the  refurredtion  of  the 
Nicene  faith.  This  private  conventicle  was  afterwards  converted 
into  a  magnificent  church  ;  and  the  credulity  of  the  fucceeding  age 
was  prepared  to  believe  the  miracles  and  vilions,  which  attefted  the 
prefence,  or  at  leaft  the  protedtion,  of  the  Mother  of  God  ^\.  The 
|)ulpit  of  the  Anaftafia  was  the  fcene  of  the  labours  and  triumphs 
•of  Gregory  Nazianzen  ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  he  expe- 
rienced all  the  fplritual  adventures  which  conftitute  the  profperous 
or  adverfe  fortunes  of  a  miffionary  ".  The  Arians,  who  were  pro- 
voked by  the  boldnefs  of  his  enterprife,  reprefented  his  dodlrine,  as 
if  he  had  preached  three  diftinft  and  equal  Deities  ;  and  the  devout 
populace  was  excited  to  fupprefs,  by  violence  and  tumult,  the  irre- 
gular aiTemblies  of  the  Athanafian  heretics.  From  the  cathedral  of 
St.  Sophia,  there  ifTued  a  motley  crowd  "  of  common  beggars,  who 
"  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  pity ;  of  monks,  who  had  the  appear- 
"  ance  of  goats  or  fatyrs ;  and  of  women,  more  terrible  than  fo 
*'  many  Jezabels."  The  doors  of  the  Anaftafia  were  broke  open ; 
much  mifchief  was  perpetrated,  or  attempted,  with  fticks,  ftones, 
and  firebrands  ;  and  as  a  man  loft  his  life  in  the  affray,  Gregory,  who 
was  fummoned  the  next  morning  before  the  magiftrate,  had  the 
fatisfadtion  of  fuppofing,  that  he  publicly  confefTed  the  nameof  Chrift. 
After  he  was  delivered  from  the  fear  and  danger  of  a  foreign  enemy. 


3*  See   Ducange,     Conftant.    Chriftlana,  "  Tillemont  (Mem.   Ecclef.   torn.  ix.  p. 

1.  iv.  p.  1 4.1,  142.     The  Ssia  ^t/»af*i5  of  Sozo-  432,  &c.)  diligently  collefts,  enlarges,  and 

men  (1.  vii.  c.  5.)  is  interpreted  to  mean  the  explains,  the  oratorical  and  poetical  hints  of 

Virgin  Mary.  Gregoty  hirafel-f,   ' 

his 
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his  infant  church  was  difcraced  and  diflradted  by  inteftlne  fadion.    ^  H  '"^  ''• 

^  .  XXVII. 

A  rtranger,  who  aflumed  the  name  of  Maxinius  ",  and  the  cloak  of   ■_  ,   .-    ■* 

a  Cynic  philofopher,  infniuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Gre- 
gory ;  deceived  and  abufed  his  favourable  opinion ;  and  forming  a 
fecret  connedtion  with  fome  bifliops  of  Egypt,  attempted,  by  a  clan- 
deftine  ordination,  to  fupplant  his  patron  in  the  epifcopal  feat  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  Thefe  mortillcations  might  fometimes  tempt  the  Cappa- 
dociau  milTionary  to  regret  his  obfcure  foUtude.  But  his  fatigues 
were  rewarded  by  the  daily  increafe  of  his  fame  and  his  congregation ; 
and  he  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  obferving,  that  the  greater  part  of  his 
numerous  audience  retired  from  his  fermons,  fatisfied  with  the  elo- 
quence of  the  preacher  ^\  or  diflatisfied  with  the  manifold  imper- 
fedlions  of  their  faith  and  pradlice  ^^ 

The  Catholics  of  Conllantinople  were  animated  with  joyful  confi-  RumofAH- 
dence  by  the  baptifm  and  edid  of  Theodofius ;  and  they  impatiently   ihntinopie, 
waited  the  effeds  of  his  gracious  promife.     Their  hopes  were  fpee-  Novembj't  °6. 
dily  accompllfhed ;  and  the  emperor,  as  foon  as  he  had  finilhed  the 
operations   of  the  campaign,  made  his  public  entry  into  the  capital 
at  the  head  of  a  vidorious  army.     The  next   day  after  his  arrival, 
he  fummoned  Damophilus  to  his  prefence;  and  offered  that  Arian 
prelate  the  hard  alternative  of  fubfcribing  the  Nicene  creed,  or  of 
inftantly  refigning,  to  the  orthodox  believers,  the  ufe  and  pofTeffion 
of  the   epifcopal  palace,    the    cathedral  of  St.   Sophia,   and  all  the 
churches  of  Conflantinople.     The   zeal  of  Damophilus,  which  in  a 
Catholic  fvint  would  have  been  juftly  applauded,  embraced,  without 

^■*  He  pronounced  an  oration  (torn.  i.  Orat.  fcribes   his   own    fuccefs   with    fome   human 

xxiii.  p.  409.)  in   his  praife  ;   but  after  their  complacency.     Yet  it  {hould  feem,   from  his 

quarrel,  the  name  of  Maxim  us  was  changed  familiar  converfation  with  his  auditor  St.  Je- 

inta  that  of  Heron  (fee  Jerom,    torn.  i.   in  rom   (torn.  i.   Epill.    ad  Nepotian.   p.   14.), 

Catalog.  Script.  Ecclef.  p.  301.).     I  touch  that  the  preacher  underltood  the  true  value  of 

nightly  on  thefe  obfcure  and  perfonal  fquab-  popular  applaufe. 
b]es.  ^''  Lachryma;  auditorum  laudes  tua:  fint, 

^'  Under  the  modell  emblem  of  a  dream,  is  the  lively  and  judicious  advice  of  St.  Je- 

Gregory   (tom.  ii.   carmen  ix,  p.   78.)   de-  rom. 

Vol.  III.  D  hefitation, 
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CHAP,    hefitation,    a  life    of  poverty  and    exile " ;    and   his   removal   wag 
XXVII. 

immediately   followed   by    the    purification    of  the    Imperial    City. 

The  Arians  might  complain,  with  fome  appearance  of  jufticc, 
that  an  inconfiderable  congregation  of  feiSlaries  fl-.ould  ufurp  the 
hundred  churches,  which  they  were  infufficient  to  hi! :  whilft  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  people  was  cruelly  excluded  from  every 
place  of  religious  v^'orfhip.  Theodofms  v/as  ftill  inexorable :  but  as 
the  angels  who  protefted  the  Catholic  caufe,  were  only  vifible  to  the 
eyes  of  faith,  he  prudently  reinforced  thofe  heavenly  legions,  with 
the  more  efFedual  aid  of  temporal  and  carnal  weapons :  and  the  church 
of  St,  Sophia  was  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  Imperial  guards. 
If  the  mind  of  Gregory  was  fufceptible  of  pride,  he  muft  have  felt  a 
very  lively  fatisfadtion,  when  the  emperor  conducted  him  through 
the  ftreets  in  folemn  triumph  ;  and,  with  his  own  hand,  refpe£lfully 
placed  him  on  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Conftantinople.  But  the 
faint  (who  had  not  fubdued  the  imperfedtions  of  human  virtue)  was 
deeply  affected  by  the  mortifying  confideration,  that  his  entrance 
into  the  fold  was  that  of  a  wolf,  rather  than  of  a  fhepherd :  that  the 
glittering  arms,  which  furrounded  his  perfon,  were  neceflaiy  for  his 
fafety;  and  that  he  alone  was  the  objedt  of  the  imprecations  of  a 
great  party,  whom,  as  men  and  citizens,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
defpife.  He  beheld  the  innumerable  multitude  of  either  fex,,  and  of 
every  age,  who  crowded  the  ftreets,  tlie  windows,  and  the  roofs  of 
the  houfes ;  he  heard  the  tumultuous  voice  of  rage,  grief,  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  defpair  ;  and  Gregory  fairly  confefles,  that  on  the  me- 
morable day  of  his  inftallation,  the  capital  of  the  Eaft  wore  the 
appearance  of  a  city  taken  by  ftorm,  and  in  the  hands  of  a  Barba- 

''   Socrates    (1.   v.  c  7.)    and  Sozomen  that  it  is  difficult  to  r?/^^  the  powerful :  but 

"(l.  vii.  c.  5.)    relate  the  evangelical  words  it  was  eafy,  and  would  have  been  profitable, 

andaftions  of  Damophilus  without  a  word  of  Xo/ubmii, 
approbation.     He  confidered,  fays  Socrates, 

rian 
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rian  conqueror  ^'.     About  fix  weeks  afterwards,  Tlicodofms  declared    CHAP. 

XXVII. 

his  refolution  of  expelling  from  all  the  churches  of  his  dominions*  <  «  r 
the  bifhops  and  their  clergy,  who  fhould  obftinatcly  refufe  to  believe, 
or  at  leafl  to  profefs,  the  dodrine  of  the  council  of  Nice.  His  lieu-  In  the  Eaft. 
tenant  Sapor  was  armed  with  the  ample  powers  of  a  general  law,  a  January  to. 
fpecial  commifhon,  and  a  military  force  ^' ;  and  this  ecclefraftical  revo- 
lution was  condudled  with  fo  much  difcretion  and  vigour,  that  the 
religion  of  the  emperor  was  eftablifhed,  without  tumult,  or  blood- 
fhed,  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft.  The  writings  of  the  Arians, 
if  they  had  been  permitted  to  exift*°,  would  perhaps  contain  the 
lamentable  ftory  of  the  perfecutlon,  which  afflidled  the  church  under 
the  reign  of  the  Impious  Theodofms  ;  and  the  fufferlngs  of  their  holy 
confeflbrs,  might  claim  the  pity  of  the  difinterefted  reader.  Yet 
there  is  reafon  to  Imagine  that  the  violence  of  zeal  and  revenge  was, 
in  fome  meafure,  eluded  by  the  want  of  refiftance;  and  that,  In 
their  adverfity,  the  Arians  difplayed  much  lefs  firmnefs,  than  had  been 
exerted  by  the  orthodox  party  under  the  reigns  of  Conftantius  and 
Valens.  The  moral  charadler  and  condudl  of  the  hoftlle  feds  ap- 
pear to  have  been  governed  by  the  fame  common  principles  of  na- 
ture and  religion :  but  a  very  material  circumftance  may  be  difcovered, 
which  tended  to  diftlngulih  the  degrees  of  their  theological  faith. 
Both  parties,  In  the  fchools,  as  well  as  In  the  temples,  acknowledged 
and  worfhipped  the  divine  majefty  of  Chrift  ;  and,  as  we  are  always 
prone  to  impute  our  own  fentlments  and  pafHons  to  the  Deity,  It 

"  See   Gregory  Nazianzen,  torn.   ii.    de  ed  this  important  commiflion  of  Sapor,  which 

Vita  fua,  p.  21,  22.     For  the  fake  of  pof-  Tillemont    (Hilh   des  Empereurs,    torn.  v. 

terity,  the  bifhop  of  Conrtantinople  records  p.  728.)  judicicudy  removes,   from  the  reign          \ 

a  ftupendous  prodigy.     In  the  month  of  No-  ofGratian,  to  that  of  Theodofms. 

vember,  it  was  a  cloudy  morning  ;  but  the  *°  I  do  not  reciion  Philoftorgius,   though 

fun  brcke  forth,  when  the  prcceflion  entered  he  mentions   (1.  ix.   c.  19.)   the  expulfion  of 

the  church.  Damophikis.     The  Eunomian  hiilorian  has 

^'  Of  the   three   ecclefiaftical   hillorians,  been  carefully  ftrained  through  an  orthodox 

Theodoret  alone  (1.  v.  c.  z.)  has  mention-  fieve. 

D  2  would 
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CHAP,  would  be  deemed  more  prudent  and  refpeftful  to  exaggerate,  than  to 
y_  -.-  .I-  circumfcribe,  the  adorable  perfedions  of  the  Son  of  God.  The 
difclple  of  Athanafius  exuked  In  the  proud  confidence,  that  he  had 
entitled  himfelf  to  the  divine  favour :  while  the  follower  of  Arius 
muft  have  been  tormented,  by  the  fecret  apprehenfion,  that  he  was 
guilty,  perhaps,  of  an  unpardonable  offence,  by  the  fcanty  praife» 
and  parfimonious  honours,  which  he  beftowed  on  the  Judge  of  the 
World.  The  opinions  of  Arianifm  might  fatisfy  a  cold  and  fpecula- 
tive  mind :  but  the  dodlrine  of  the  Nicene  Creed,  raoft  powerfully 
recommended  by  the  merits  of  faith  and  devotion,  was  much  better 
adapted  to  become  popular  and  fuccefsful  in  a  believing  age. 
The  council         The  hope,  that  truth  and  wifdom  would  be  found  in  the  aflemblies 

ofConftanti- 

nople,  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  induced  the  emperor  to  convene,  at  Con- 

A.  D.  581 

May,  '     ftantinoplc,  a  fy nod  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  bifh ops,,  who  proceeded  j 

without  much  difficulty  or  delay,  to  complete  the  theological  fyftem 

which  had  been  eflablllhed  in  the  council  of  Nice.     The  vehement 

difputes  of  the  fourth  century,  had  been  chiefly  employed  on,  the 

nature  of  the  Son  of  God :  and  the  various  opinions,  which  were 

embraced  concerning  the  Second,  were  extended  and  transferred,  by 

a  natural  analogy,  to  the  Third,  perfon  of  the  Trinity  *'.     Yet  it  was 

found,  or  it  was  thought,  necefTary,.  by  the  vidlorious  adverfaries  of 

Arianifm,  to  explain  the  ambiguous   language  of  fome  refpedable 

doctors;  to  confirm  the  faith  of  the  Catholics;  and  to  condemn  an 

unpopular  and  inconfiflent  fedl  of  Macedonians  ;  who  freely  admitted 

that  the  Son  was  confubftantial  to  the  Father,  while  they  were  fearful 

of  feeming  to  acknowledge  the  exiflence  of  T/jree  Gods.     A  final  and 

*'    Le  Clerc  has  given  a  curious  extraft  who  deified  tha  Father  and  the  Son,  without 

(Bibliotheque    Univerfelle,    torn,    xviii.     p.  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  they  might  as  well  be 

01—105.)   °^  '^^  theological  fermons  which  ftiled  Trlthcifts,  as  Ditheiftj.     Gregory  him- 

Gregory  Nazianzen  pronounced  at  Conftan-  felf  was  ahnoll  a  Tritheill ;  and  his  monarchy 

tinople  againft  the  Arians,  Eunomians,  Ma-  of  heaven  refembles  a  well-regulated  arifto- 

cedonians,  &c.     He  tells  the  Macedonians,  cracy..  ; 

unanimous 
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unanimous  fentence  was  pronounced  to  ratify  the  equal  Deity  of  the    CHAP. 

XX  V  H. 

Holy  Ghofl:  ;  the  myfterious^  doftrine  has  been  received  by  all  the   ' j ' 

nations,  and  all  the  churches  of  the  ChriRian  world ;  and  theii' 
grateful  reverence  has  alligncd  to  the  bifhops  of  Tlieodofius,  the 
fecond  rank  among  the  general  councils  *%  Their  knowledge  of  reli- 
gious truth  may  have  been  preferved  by  tradition,  or  it  may  liavc 
been  communicated  by  infpiration  ;  but  the  fobcr  evidence  of  hiflory 
will  not  allow  much  weight  to  the  perfonal  authority  of  the  fathers 
of  Conftantinople.  In  an  age,  when  the  ecclefiaftics  had  feanda- 
loufly  degenerated  from  the  model  of  apoflolical  purity,,  the  moft 
worthlefs  and  corrupt  were  always  the  moft  eager  to  frequent,  and 
difturb,  the  epifcopal  aflemblies.  The  conflidl  and  fermentation  of 
fo  many  oppofite  interefts  and  tempers  inflamed  the  pafTions  of  the 
bifhops  :  and  their  ruling  paflioiis  were,  the  love  of  gold,,  and  the  love 
of  dlfpute.  Many  of  the  fame  prelates  who  now  applauded  the  or- 
thodox piety  of  Theodofius,  had  repeatedly  changed,  with  prudent 
flexibility,  their  creeds  and  opinions ;  and  in  the  various  revolutions 
of  the  church  and  ftate,  the  religion  of  their  fovereign  was  the  rule 
of  their  obfequious  faith.  When  the  emperor  fufpended  his  prevail- 
ing influence,  the  turbulent  fynod  was  blindly  impelled,  by  the  abfurd 
or  felfilh  motives  of  pride,  hatred,  and  refentment.  The  death  of 
Meletius,  which  happened  at  the  council  of  Conftantinople,  pre- 
fented  the  moft  favourable  opportunity  of  terminating  the  fchifm  of 
Antioch,  by  fuffering  his  aged  rival,  Paulinus,  peaceably  to  end  his 
days  in  the  epifcopal  chair.  The  faith  and  virtues  of  Paulinus  were 
unblemifhed.  But  his  caufe  was  fupported  by  the  Weftern  churches : 
and  the  bifhops  of  the  fynod  refolved  to  perpetuate  the  mifchiefs  of 

*'^  The  fi 111  general  council  of  Conftand-  perplexes,  and  almoft  ftaggers,  the  humble 
nople  now  triumphs  in  the  Vatican  :  but  the  Tillcmont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ix.  p.  499,. 
popes  had  long  hefuated,  and  their  helitation     500.). 

difcord. 
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.  xxvir. 


■  Retreat  of 
:  Gregory 
Nazianzen, 
.A..D.  381. 


difcord,  by  the  hafty  ordination  of  a  perjured  candidate  *',  rather 
than  to  betray  the  imagined  dignity  of  the  Eaft,  which  had  been 
illuftrated  by  the  birth  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God.  Such  unjufl; 
and  diforderly  proceedings  forced  the  graveft  members  of  the  affem" 
bly  to  difTent  and  to  fecede;  and  the  clamorous  majority,  which 
remained  inafters  of  the  field  of  battle,  could  be  compared  only  to 
wafps  or  magpies,  to  a  flight  of  cranes,  or  to  a  fl!ock  of  geefe  ■**. 

A  fufpicion  may  poffibly  arife,  that  fo  unfavourable  a  pidure 
of  ecclefiaflical  fynods  has  been  drawn  by  the  partial  hand  of  fome 
obftinate  heretic,  or  fome  malicious  infidel.  But  the  name  of  the 
fincere  hiftorian  who  has  conveyed  this  inflrudtive  leflbn  to  the  know- 
ledge of  pofterity,  mufl  filence  the  impotent  murmurs  of  fuperftition 
and  bigotry.  He  was  one  of  the  moll  pious  and  eloquent  bilhops 
of  the  age  ;  a  faint  and  a  doctor  of  the  church ;  the  fcourge  of  Arian- 
ifm,  and  the  pillar  of  the  orthodox  faith ;  a  diftinguifhed  member 
of  the  council  of  Conftantinople,  in  which,  after  the  death  of  Mele- 
tius,  he  exercifed  the  fundtions  of  prefident :  in  a  word—- Gregory 
Nazianzen  himfelf.  The  harfli  and  ungenerous  treatment  which  he 
experienced  *',  inflead  of  derogating  from  the  truth  of  his  evidence, 
affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  fpirit  which  actuated  the  delibera- 


^^  Before  the  death  of  Meletlus,  fix  or 
•tight  of  his  mod  popular  ecclefiailics,  among 
whom  was  Flaviftn,  had  abjured,  for  the 
fake  of  peace,  the  bifhopric  of  Antfoch 
(Sozcmen,  1.  vii.  c.  J.  11.  Socrates,  I.  v. 
c.  5.).  Tillemont  thinks  it  his  duty  to  dif- 
believe  the  ftory  5  but  he  owns  that  there  are 
many  circumflances  in  the  life  of  Flavian, 
which  fcem  inconfiflent  with  the  praifes  of 
Chryfollom,  and  the  charaftcr  of  a  faint 
(Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  x.   p.  i;4i.). 

**  Confult  Gregory  N:;/.ianzen,  de  Vita 
fua,  torn.  ii.  p.  25. -28.  Hih  general  and 
partkul»r  opinion  cf  the  clergy  and  their  af- 


femblies,  may  be  feen  in  verfe  and  profe 
(torn.  i.  orat.  i.  p.  33.  epift.  Iv.  p.  814, 
torn.  ii.  carmen  x.  p.  81.).  Such  paffages 
are  faintly  market!  by  Tillemont,  and  fairly 
produced  by  Le  Clerc.     • 

*'  See  Gregory,  torn.  ii.  de  Vita  fua,  p. 
28  —  31.  The  fourteenth,  twenty-feventh, 
and  thirty-fecond  orations  were  pronounced 
in  the  feveral  ftages  of  this  bufinefs.  The 
peroration  of  the  laft  (torn.  i.  p.  52S.),  in 
which  he  takes  a  folemn  leave  of  men  and 
angels,  the  city  and  the  emperor,  the  Eaft 
and  the  Weft,  &c.  is  pathetic,  and  almoll 
fublimt. 

tlons 
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tions  of  the   fynod.     Their  unanimous   fufFrage   had  confirmed  llie    '^Jl  ''^  ^• 

pretenfions  which   the  bifliop   of  Conftantiiiople    derived  from  the    ' , ' 

choice  of  the  people,  and  the  approbation  of  the  emperor.  Rut 
Gregory  foon  became  the  vidlim  of  mahce  and  envy.  Tlie  biiliops 
of  the  Eaft,  his  ftrenuous  adherents,  provoked  by  his  moderation  in 
the  affairs  of  Antioch,  abandoned  him,  without  lupport,  to  the  ad- 
verfe  fadlion  of  the  Egyptians ;  who  difputed  the  validity  of  his 
eleftion,  and  rigoroufly  aflerted  the  obfolete  canon,  that  prohibited 
the  Ucentious  practice  of  epifcopal  tranflations.  The  pride, .  or  the 
humility,  of  Gregory  prompted  him  to  decline  a  contcft  which 
might  have  been  imputed  to  ambition  and  avarice  ;  and  he  publicly 
ofiered,  not  without  fome  mixture  of  indignation,  to  renounce  the 
government  of  a  church,  which  had  been  i-eftored,  and  almoft  cre- 
ated, by  his  labours. .  His  refignation  was  accepted  by  the  fynod, 
and  by  the  emperor,  with  more  readinefs  than  he  feems  to  have 
expedled.  At  the  time  when  he  might  have  hoped  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  vidory,  his  epifcopal  throne  was  filled  by  the  fenator 
Neftarius ;  and  the  new  archbifhop,  accidentally  recommended 
by  his  eafy  temper  and  venerable  afped:,  was  obliged  to  delay 
the  ceremony  of  his  confecration,  till  he  had  previoufly  difpatched 
the  rites  of  his  baptifm  *^  After  this  remarkable  experience  of  the 
ingratitude  of  princes  and  prelates,  Gregory  retired  once  more  to  his 
obfcure  folitude  of  Cappadocia  ;  where  he  employed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  about  eight  years,  in  the  exercifes  of  poetry  and  devo- 
tion. The  title  of  Saint  has  been  added  to  his  name;  but  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  his  heart*',  and  the  elegance  of  his  genius,  reflect:  a  more  , 
pleafmg  luilre  on  the  memory  of  Gregory  Nazianzen.  .  > 

It.. 

■**  The  whimficalorJinationofNeflarius  is  furtout   pour   Theodofe,   qu'il   vaut  mieux 

atteiled  by  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  8.)  :   but  Til-  travailler  a  le  detruire,  qu'a  le  foutenir;  an 

lemont  obferves  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ix.  p.  admirable  canon  of  criticifm ! 

719.),  Apres  tout,  ce  narre  Je  Sozomene  eft  ♦'  I  can  only  be  underftood  to  mean,  that 

A  honteux  pour  tous  ceux  qu'il  y  mele,  et  fuci  was  his  natural  temper;  when  it  was 
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CHAP.         It  was  not  enouffh  that  Theodofius  had  fuppreffed  the  Infolent 

XXVII. 
«__    „-  ^    reign  of  Arianifm,  or  that  he  had  abundantly  revenged  the  injuries 

Tiieodofiiis      which  the  CathoUcs  fuilained  from  the  zeal  of  Conftantius  and  Va- 
hf?etics''^^      lens.     The  orthodox   emperor  confidered  every  heretic   as  a  rebel 
A. 0.380—    againfl  the  fupreme  powers  of  heaven,  and  of  earth;    and  each  of 
thofe  powers  might  exercife  their  peculiar  jurifdidion  over  the  foul 
and  body  of  the  guilty.     The  decrees  of  the  council  of  Conftantlnople 
had  afcertained  the  true  ftandard  of  the  faith  ;    and  the  ecclefiaftics, 
who  governed  the  confcience  of  Theodofius,  fuggefted  the  moft  ef- 
fectual methods  of  perfecution.      In  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  he 
promulgated  at  leaft  fifteen  fevere  edidls  againft  the  heretics  *' ;   more 
efpecially  againft   thofe  who  rejcdled  the  doClrine  of  the  Trinity ; 
and,  to  deprive  them  of  every  hope  of  efcape,  he  fternly  enabled, 
that  if  any  laws,  or  refcripts,  fhould  be  alleged  in  their  favour,  the 
judges  fhould  confider  them    as    the   illegal    produdlions    either   of 
fraud,  or  forgery.     The  penal  ftatutes  were  directed  againft  the  mi- 
■nifters,  the  aflemblies,   and  the  perfons,  of  the  heretics ;    and   the 
paflions  of  the  legiflatur  were  exprefled  in  the  language  of  declama- 
■tion  and  invedtive.     L  The  heretical  teachers,  who  ufurped  the  facred 
titles  of  Blftiops,  or  Prefbyters,  were  not  only  excluded  from  the 
privileges  and  emoluments  fo  liberally  granted  to  the  orthodox  clergy, 
but  they  were  expofed  to  the  heavy  penalties  of  exile  and  confifca- 
tlon,    if  they  prefumed  to  preach  the  dodlrine,  or  to  praftlfe  the 
rites,  of  their  acciirfed  feds.     A  fine  of  ten  pounds  of  gold   (above 
four  hundred  pounds  Sterling)   was  impofed  on  every  perfon  who 
jhiould  dare  to  confer,  or  receive,  or  promote,  an  heretical  ordina- 
tion :  and  it  was  reafonably  expedled,  that  if  the  race  of  paftors  could 
be  extlnguifhed,  their  helplefs  flocks  would  be  compelled,  by  Igno- 

;iot  hardened,  or  inflamed,  by  religious  zeal.         ■*"  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  xvi.  tit.  v. 
From  his   retirement,  he  exhorts^Ncaarius     ^'S"    6—23.,   with    Godefroy's  commentary 

r  LI..-        r  ^      ,1      •       I  f'n  each  law,   and   his  general   fummarv,  or 

coprofecute  the  heretics  of  Conftantlnople.         „        .,  .  ^ 

raratition,  torn.  vi.  p.  104— no, 

3  ranee 
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ranee  and  hunger,  to  return  within  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  Church.     ^  .^,  -^  ''• 

^  A.  A.  \  li. 

II.  The  rigorous  prohibition  of  conventicles  was  carefully  extended    - * — j 

to  every  poflible  circumftancc,  in  which  the  heretics  could  affcmble 
with  the  intention  of  worfliipping  God  and  Chrift  according  to  the 
di£lates  of  their  confcience.  Their  religious  meetings,  whether  pub- 
lic or  fecret,  by  day  or  by  night,  in  cities  or  in  the  countiy,  were 
equally  profcribed  by  the  edifts  of  Theodofius  ;  and  the  building,  or 
ground,  which  had  been  ufed  for  that  illegal  purpofe,  was  forfeited 
to  the  Imperial  domain.  Ill,  It  was  fuppofed,  that  the  error  of 
the  heretics  could  proceed  only  from  the  obflinate  temper  of  their 
minds  ;  and  that  fuch  a  temper  was  a  fit  objeii  of  cenfure  and  pu- 
nifliment.  The  anathemas  of  the  church  were  fortified  by  a  fort  of 
civil  excommunication  ;  which  feparated  them  from  their  fellow- 
citizens,  by  a  peculiar  brand  of  infiimy  ;  and  this  declaration  of  the 
fnpreme  magiftrate  tended  to  juftify,  or  at  leaft  to  excufe,  the  infultd 
of  a  fanatic  populace.  The  feitaries  were  gradually  difqualified  for 
the  pofl^efTion  of  honourable,  or  lucrative,  employments ;  and  Theo- 
dofius was  fatisfied  with  his  own  juftlce,  when  he  decreed,  that,  as 
the  Eunomians  diftinguiihed  the  nature  of  the  Son  from  that  of  the 
Father,  they  fhould  be  incapable  of  making  their  wills,  or  of  receiv- 
ing any  advantage  from  teftamentary  donations.  The  guilt  of  the 
Manichxan  herefy  was  efleemed  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  it  could  be 
expiated  only  by  the  death  of  the  offender ;  and  the  fame  capital 
puniihment  was  inflidled  on  the  Audians,  or  Slnartodecimajis "',  who 
fhould  dare  to  perpetrate  the  atrocious  crime,  of  celebrating,  on  an 
improper  day,  the  feftival  of  Eafter.  Every  Roman  might  exercife 
the  right  of  public  accufation  ;  but  the  office  of  Inqu'ifitors  of  the 
Faith,  a  name  fo  defervedly  abhorred,  was  firft  inftituted  under  the 

♦'They  .-vlways  kept  iheir  Eafter,  like  the  and  Nicene  fynod,  which  h ad _yf.vt-<i' Eafter  to 

Jewifh  Pafiover,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  a  Sunday.      Bingham's  Antiquities,    1.   xx. 

firft  moon  after  the  vernal  equinox  ;   and  thus  c.  5.  vol.  ii.  p.  309.   fo!.  edit, 
pertinacioufly  oppofed    the    Roman  church 

Vol.  III.  E  reign 
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CHAP,    reifrn  of  Theodofius.     Yet  we  are  afiured,  that  the  execution  of 

XXVII.  .  ^  ,  '  , 

c.  — ,~-,^  his  penal  edidls  was  feldom  enforced ;  and  that  the  pious  emperor 
appeared  lefs  defirous  to  punifli,  than  to  reclaim,  or  terrify,  his 
refractory  fiibjedls  '". 
p  T^n'°'n  °^  '^^^^  theory  of  perfecution  was  eftablifhed  by  Theodofius,  whofe 
and  hisafib-  juftice  and  piety  have  been  applauded  by  the  faints;  but  the  pradtice 
A.  D,'  385.  of  it,  in  the  fulieft  extent,  was  referved  for  his  rival  and  colleague 
Maximus,  the  firft,  among  the  Chriftian  princes,  who  fhed  the 
blood  of  his  Chriftian  fubjedls,  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions. 
The  caufe  of  the  Pi'ifcillianifts  ",  a  recent  fe£l  of  heretics,  who  difturbed 
the  provinces  of  Spain,  was  transferred,  by  appeal,  from  the  fynod 
of  Bourdeaux  to  the  Imperial  confiftory  of  Treves ;  and  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  Prsetorian  pr^fe£t,  feven  perfons  were  tortured,  con- 
demned, and  executed.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  Prifcillian  '^  himfelf, 
bifliop  of  Avila  ",  in  Spain  ;  who  adorned  the  advantages  of  birth 
and  fortune,  by  the  accomplifhments  of  eloquence  and  learning- 
Two  prefbyters,  and  two  deacons,  accompanied  their  beloved  mafter 
in  his  death,  which  they  efteemed  as  a  glorious  martyrdom  ;  and  the 
number  of  religious  victims  was  completed  by  the  execution  of  La- 
tronian,  a  poet,  who  rivalled  the  fame  of  the  ancients  ;  and  of  Eu— 
chrocia,  a  noble  matron  of  Bourdeaux,  the  widow  of  the  orator 
Delphidius  '*.     Two  bifhops,  who  had  embraced  the  fentiments  of 

Prifcillian^ 

5°  Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  12.  fi   non   pravo  ftudio    corrumpilTet   optimum' 

''  See  the  facred  hiftory  of  Sulpicius  Save-  liigenium  :  prorfus  multa  in  eo  animi  et  cor- 

rus    (1.   ii.    p.   437  —  452.   edit.   Lugd.   Bat.  poris   bona   cerneres  (Hift.    Sacra,   1.  ii.   p. 

1647.),  a  correft  and   original  writer.     Dr.  439.)-     Even  Jeroni   (torn.  i.  in  Script.  Ec- 

Lardner  (Credibility,  &c.  part  ii.  vol.  ix.  p.  clef.  p.  302.)  fpeaks  with  temper  of  Prifcil- 

256  —  350  )    has   laboured  this  article,  with  lian  and  Latronian. 

pure    learning,    good    fenfe,    and    modera-  '^  The  biihopric    (in  Old  Caftile)   is  now 

tion.     Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.   viii.  worth  20,000  ducats  a  year  (Bufching's  Ged- 

p.  491  — 527.)  has  raked  together  all  the  dirt  graphy,   vol.  ii.   p.    308.),  and   is   therefore 

of  the  fathers  :   an  ufeful  fcavenger  !  much  lefs  likely  to  produce  the  author  of  a 

^-  Severus   Sulpicius   mentions   the    arch-  new  herefy. 

Ecretic  with  eRecra  3Ed  pity.  Fa:Iix  profetlo,  ^*  Exprobabatur  mulieri  vidua:  nimia  re- 
ligion 
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Prircllllan,  were  condemned  to  a  dlflant  and  dreary  exile "  •  and    C  H  A  P, 

'  X  X  V^  ^I 

fome  indulgence  was  lliewn  to  the  meaner  criminals,  who  afTumed 
the, merit  of  an  early  repentance.  If  any  credit  could  be  allowed  to 
confefiions  extorted  by  fear  or  pain,  and  to  vague  reports,  the  offspring 
of  malice  and  credulity,  the  herefy  of  the  Prifcillianifts  would  be 
found  to  include  the  various  abominations  of  magic,  of  impiety,  and 
of  lewdnefs  '^  Prifcillian,  who  wandered  about  the  world  in  the 
company  of  his  fpiritual  fifters,  was  accufed  of  praying  ftark-naked 
in  the  midll  of  the  congregation;  and  it  was  confidently  afferted, 
that  the  effeds  of  his  criminal  intercourfe  with  the  daughter  of  Eu* 
chrocia,  had  been  fupprefTed,  by  means  flill  more  odious  and 
criminal.  But  an  accurate,  or  rather  a  candid,  enquiry,  will  dif- 
cover,  that  if  the  Prifcillianifts  violated  the  laws  of  nature,  it  was 
not  by  the  licentioufnefs,  but  by  the  aufterity,  of  their  lives.  They 
abfolutely  condemned  the  ufe  of  the  marriage-bed  ;  and  the  peace  of 
families  was  often  difturbed  by  indifcreet  feparations.  They  enjoined, 
or  recommended,  a  total  abftinence  from  all  animal  food  ;  and  their 
continual  prayers,  fafts,  and  vigils,  inculcated  a  rule  of  ftri£t  and 
perfeft  devotion.  The  fpeculative  tenets  of  the  fed:,  concerning  the 
perfon  of  Chrift,  and  the  nature  of  the  human  foul,  were  derived 
from  the  Gnoftic  and  Manichcean  fyftem  ;  and  this  vain  philofophy^ 
which  had  been  tranfported  from  Egypt  to  Spain,  was  ill  adapted  to 
the  grofTer  fpirits  of  the  Weft.  The  obfcure  difciples  of  Prifcillian 
fuffered,  languifhed,  and  gradually  difappeared  :  his  tenets  were  re* 
jeiSled  by  the  clergy  and  people,  but  his  death  v/as  the  fubjedt  of  a 
long  and  vehement  controverfy;  v/hile  fome  arraigned,  and  others 

ligio,  et  diligentius  culta  divinitas  (Pacat.  in  of  Scilly   (CambJen's  Britannia,  vol.  ii.  p. 

Panegyr.  Vet.  xii.  29.).     Such  was  the  idea  '5 '9-)   •' 

of  a  humane,  though  ignorant,  polytheill.  '"  T^^^  fcandalous  calumnies  of  Auguftin, 

„   ^  .    ,  "  ^        .     „   ...  .  Pope  Leo,    &:c.    which  Tillcmont    Avallows 

'5   One  of   them  was  lent  in  byllinam  m-  ,-i  1  -u         j  r      i  ,■        i-i 

'  like  a  child,  and  Lardner  reiutes  like  a  man, 

fulam  quK  ultra  Eritanniam  eft.    What  muft     ^ay  ^^^^^^  f^me  candid  fufpicions  in  favour 
have  been  the  ancient  condition  of  the  rocks     of  the  older  Gnoftics. 

E  2  applauded, 


V- 
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^v^v  ^ir^'    ''^PP^audcd,  the  juflice  of  his  fentence.     It  is  with  pleafure  that  vrc 

'    can  obferve,  the  humane  inconfiftency  of  the  moft  illuftrious  faints 

and  bifliops,  Anibrofe  of  Milan  ^\  and  Martin  of  Tours  '' ;  who,  on 
this  occaiion,  afferted  the  caufe  of  toleration.     They  pitied  the  un- 
happy men,  who  had  been  executed  at  Treves ;  they  refufed  to  hold 
communion  with  their  epifcopal  murderers ;  and  if  Martin  deviated 
from  that  generous  refolution,  his  motives  were  laudable,  and  his 
repentance  was  exemplary.     The  bilhops   of  Tours  and  Milan  pro- 
nounced, without  hefitation,  the  eternal  damnation  of  heretics  ;  but 
they  were  furprifed,  and  fliocked,  by  the  bloody  image  of  their  tem- 
poral death,    and  the  honeft  feelings  of  nature  refifted  the  artificial 
prejudices  of  theology.     The  humanity  of  Ambrofe  and  Martin  was 
confirmed  by  the  fcandalous  irregularity  of  the  proceedings  againft 
PrifcilHan,  and  his  adherents.     The  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  minifters 
had  tranfgreffed  the  limits  of  their  refpedive  provinces.     The  fecular 
judge  had  prefumed  to  receive  an  appeal,  and  to  pronounce  a  defini- 
tive fentence,  in  a  matter  of  faith,  and  epifcopal  jurifdi£lion.     The 
biihops  had  difgraced  themfelves,  by  exercifing  the  fundions  of  ac- 
cufers  in  a.  criminal  profecution.     The  cruelty  of  Ithacius  ",  who 
beheld  the  tortures,  and  folicited  the  death,  of  the  heretics,  provoked 
the  jufl  indignation  of  mankind  ;  and  the  vices  of  that  profligate  bi- 
fhop  were  admitted  as  a  proof,  that  his  zeal  was  inftigated  by  the 
fordid  motives  of  intereft.      Since  the  death  of  Prifcillian,  the  rude 
attempts  of  perfecution  have  been  refined  and  methodifed  in    the 
holy   office,    which   affigns  their  diftindt   parts  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
and  fecular  powers.     The  devoted  vidim  is  regularly  delivered  by 

"  Ambrof.  torn.  ii.  epift.  xxiv.  p.  891.  angel ;  nor  could  he  afterwards  perform  mi- 

ss In  the  Sacred  Hiftory,  and  the  Life  of  St.     "cles  with  fo  much  eafe. 
Martin,  SulpiciusSeverusufesfome  caution;  "  ^he   Catholic  preftyter   (Sulp.   Sever. 

.        ,       ,1  I.-     r  ir  r     I     ■     .1.  1.  ii.  p.  4a.8.),and  the  pagan  Orater  (Pacat. 

but  he  declares   himfelf  more  freely  in  the  .     ^  ^^    ^  ■     -; ,         -.     *^    .  V      >-  '• 

_.  ,  ....         \       ,,      •  J  *°  Panegyr.   Vet.  xu.  29.),  reprobate,  with 

Dialoeues  (ui.  ic.l.     Martin  was  reproved,  1  •   j-       ^-  1.      In  j         1    n 

S       ^         '  •*  ^  equal  indignation,  the  charafter  and  conduft 

however,  by  his  owa  confcience,  and  by  an  ^f  jjhacius. 

the 
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the  prieft  to  the  magiftrate,  and  by  the  magiflrate  to  the  executioner ;    ^Jh.f',  ^' 

and  the  inexorable  fentence  of  the  church,  which  declares  the  fpiri-    ' , ' 

tual  guilt  of  the  offender,  is  expreflcd  in  the  mild   language  of  pity 
and  interceffion. 

Among  the  ecclefiaftics,  who  illuflrated  the  reign  of  Thcodofius,   Ambrofe, 
Gregory  Nazianzen  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  talents  of  an  eloquent  Milan, 
preacher ;   the    reputation   of  miraculous    gifts,    added  weight    and      '    '  374— 
dignity  to  the  monaftic  virtues  of  Martin  of  Tours'^" ;  but  the  palm 
of  epifcopal  vigour  and  ability  was  juftly  claimed   by  the    intrepid 
Ambrofe  ".     He  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family  of  Romans  ; 
his  father  had  exercifed  the  important  office  of  Praztorian  prsefeft  of 
Gaul;  and  the  fon,  after  paffing  through  the  lludies  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, attained,  in  the  regular  gradation  of  civil  honours,  the  ftation 
of  confular  of  Liguria,  a  province  which  included   the  Imperial  re- 
fidence  of  Milan.     At  the  age  of  thirty-four,  and  before  he  had  re- 
ceived the  facrament  of  baptifm,  Ambrofe,  to  his  own  furprife,   and 
to  that  of  the  world,  was  fuddenly  transformed  from  a  governor  to 
an  archbifhop.     Without  the  leaft  mixture,  as  it  is  faid,  of  art  or 
intrigue,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  unanimoufly  faluteu  him  with 
the  epifcopal  title  ;  the  concord  and  perfeverance  of  their  acclama- 
tions were  afcribed  to  a  preternatural  impulfe ;  and  the  reluctant  ma- 
giftrate was  compelled  to  undertake  a  fpiritual  office,  for  which  he 
was  not  prepared  by  the  habits  and  occupations  of  his  former  life. 
But  the  active  force  of  his  genius  foon  qualified  him  to  exercife,  with 
zeal  and  prudence,  the  duties  of  his  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiilion ;  and, 
while  he  cheerfully  renounced   the   vain  and  fplendid  trappings  of 

*°  The  life  of  St.  Martin,  and   the  Dia-  *'  The   fhort  and   fiiperficial  life   of  St. 

logues  concerning  his  mir-acles,  contain  fafts  Ambrofe,  by  his  deacon  Paulinus  (Appendix 

adapted  to  the  grofleft  barbarifm,  in  a  ftyle  ad  edit.  Benedid.  p.  i — xv.),  has  the  merit 

not  unworthy  of  the  A  uguftan  age.     So  natu-  of   original    evidence.      Tillemont     (Mem. 

ral   is    the  alliance  between  good  tafte  and  Ecclef.  torn.  x.  p.  78  —  306.),  and  the  Bene- 

good  fenfe,  that  I  am  always  ailoniflied  by  dicfline  editors  (p.  xxxi—lxiii.),  have  laboured 

this  conuail.  with  their  ufual  diligence. 


temporal 
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e  H  A  p.    temporal  greatnefs,  he  condefcended,  for  the  good  of  the  church,  to 

A.  A.  V  xl. 

V  -,—  _'  dired:  the  confcience  of  the  emperors,  and  to  controul  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  empire.  Gratian  loved  and  revered  him  as  a  father  ; 
and  the  elaborate  treatife  on  the  faith  of  the  Trinity,  was  defigned 
for  the  inftruftioii  of  the  young  prince.  After  his  tragic  death,  at  a 
time  when  the  emprefs  Juftina  trembled  for  her  own  fafety,"  and 
for  that  of  her  fon  Valentinian,  the  archbifhop  of  Milan  was  dif- 
patched,  on  two  different  embaflies,  to  the  court  of  Treves.  He  exer- 
cifed,  with  equal  firmnefs  and  dexterity,  the  powers  of  his  fpiritual 
and  political  characters;  and  perhaps  contributed,  by  his  authority 
and  eloquence,  to  check  the  ambition  of  Maximus,  and  to  protedl 
the  peace  of  Italy '^\  Ambrofe  had  devoted  his  life,  and  his  abilities, 
to  the  fervice  of  the  church.  Wealth  was  the  objedt  of  his  con- 
tempt ;  he  had  renounced  his  private  patrimony;  and  he  fold,  with- 
out hefitation,  the  confecrated  plate  for  the  redemption  of  captives. 
The  clergy  and  people  of  Milan  were  attached  to  their  archbifhop  ; 
and  he  deferved  the  efteem,  without  foliciting  the  favour,  or  appre- 
hending the  difpleafure,  of  his  feeble  fovereigns. 

His  Aiccefs-         The  government  of  Italy,   and  of  the  young  emperor,  naturally 

fill  oppofuion 

to  the  em-  devolved  to  his  mother  Juflina,  a  woman  of  beauty  and  fpirit,  but 
A.  D.  385,  '  who,  in  the  midfl:  of  an  orthodox  people,  had  the  misfortune  of 
April  ^oT  profefTmg  the  Arian  herefy,  which  fhe  endeavoured  to  infill  into  the 
mind  of  her  fon.  Juftina  was  perfuaded,  that  a  Roman  emperor 
might  claim,  in  his  own  dominions,  the  public  exercife  of  his  reli- 
gion ;  and  fhe  propofed  to  the  archbifhop,  as  a  moderate  and  rea- 
fonable  conceflion,  that  he  fhould  refign  the  ufe  of  a  fmgle  church, 
either  in  the  city  or  fuburbs  of  Milan.  But  the  conduft  of  Ambrofe 
was   governed  by  very   difierent  principles ''\     The  palaces  of  the 

earth 

**  Ambrore  himfelf  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xxiv.  *^  His  own  reprcfentation  of  his  principles 
p.  888—891.)  gives  the  emperor  a  very  fpi-  and  conduft  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xx.  xxi.  xxii.  p. 
rited  account  of  his  own  emba.Ty.  852— 8S0.)  is  one  of  the  curious  monuments 

of 
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earth  misht  Indeed  belong  to  Csefar:  but   the   churches  were  the    ^  ^^  ^  P- 

.     .  ....  XXVII. 

^loufes  of  God  ;  and,  within  the  Hmits  of  his  diocefe,  he  himfelf,  as 

the  lawful  fucceflbr  of  the  apoftles,  was  the  only  minifter  of  God. 
The  privileges  of  Chriftianity,  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual,  were 
confined  to  the  true  believers  ;  and  the  mind  of  Ambrofe  was  fatis- 
fied,  that  his  own  theological  opinions  were  the  ftandard  of  truth  and 
orthodoxy.  The  archbilliop,  who  refufed  to  hold  any  conference, 
or  negociation,  with  the  inftruments  of  Satan,  declared,  with  modeft 
firmnefs,  his  refolution  to  die  a  martyr,  rather  than  to  yield  to  the 
Impious  facrilege  ;  and  Juftina,  who  refented  the  rcfufal  as  an  adt  of 
infolence  and  rebellion,  haftily  determined  to  exert  the  Imperial  pre- 
rogative of  her  fon.  As  flie  defired  to  perform  her  public  devotions  on 
the  approaching  feftival  of  Eafter,  Ambrofe  was  ordered  to  appear 
before  the  council.  He  obeyed  the  fummons  with  the  refpedl  of  a 
faithful  fubjecl,  but  he  was  followed,  without  his  confent,  by  an 
innumerable  people :  they  prefled,  with  Impetuous  zeal,  againft  the 
gates  of  the  palace  ;  and  the  affrighted  minlfters  of  Valentinian,  inftead 
of  pronouncing  a  fentence  of  exile  on  the  archbifliop  of  Milan, 
humbly  requefted  that  he  would  Interpofe  his  authority,  to  protect 
the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  and  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  the  ca- 
pital. But  the  promifes  which  Ambrofe  received  and  communicated, 
were  foon  violated  by  a  perfidious  court ;  and,  during  fix  of  the 
rnoft  folemn  days,  which  Chriftlan  piety  has  fet  apart  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  religion,  the  city  was  agitated  by  the  irregular  convulfions  of 
tumult  and  fanaticifm.  The  officers  of  the  houfehold  were  dlredled 
to  prepare,  firft,  the  Portian,  and  afterwards,  the  new,  Bafilica^  for  the 
immediate  reception  of  the  emperor,  and  his  mother.  The  fplendid 
canopy  and  hangings  of  the  royal  feat  were  arranged  In  the  cuftomary 
manner ;  but  It  was  found  neceffary  to  defend  them,  by  a   ftrong 

of  ecclefiaflical  antiquity.     It  contains  two     tion  to  Valentinian,  and  the  fermon  de  Baji- 
letters  to  his  filler  Marcellina,  with  a  peti-     lids  iion  tradaidis. 

guard,, 
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CHAP,    guard,  from  the 'mfults  of  the  populace.  The  Arian  ecclefiaftlcs,  who 

»— V '    ventured  to  fhew  themfelves  in  the  ureets,  were  expofed  to  the  molt 

imminent  danger  of  their  Uves :  and  Ambrofe  enjoyed  the  merit 
and  reputation  of  refcuing  his  perfonal  enemies  from  the  hands  of 
the  enraged  multitude. 

But  while  he  laboured  to  reftrain  the  effeds  of  their  zeal,  the 
pathetig  vehemence  of  his  fermons  continually  inflamed  the  angry 
'  and  feditious  temper  of  the  people  of  Milan.  The  characters  of 
Eve,  of  the  wife  of  Job,  of  Jezabel,  of  Herodias,  were  indecently 
applied  to  the  mother  of  the  emperor ;  and  her  defire  to  obtain  a 
church  for  the  Arians,  was  compared  to  the  moft  cruel  perfecutions 
which  Chriftianity  had  endured  under  the  reign  of  Paganifm.  The 
meafures  of  the  court  ferved  only  to  expofe  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil.  A  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold  was  impofed  on  the 
corporate  body  of  merchants  and  manufa<Slurers :  an  order  Avas  fig- 
nified,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  to  all  the  officei's,  and  inferior 
fervants,  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  public  diforders,  they  fhould  ftridlly  confine  themfelves  to  their 
houfes  :  and  the  minifters  of  Valentinian  imprudently  confefled, 
that  the  moft  refpedlable  part  of  the  citizens  of  Milan  was  attached 
to  the  caufe  of  their  archbifhop.  He  was  again  folicited  to  reftore 
peace  to  his  country,  by  a  timely  compliance  with  the  will  of  his 
'  fovereign.  The  reply  of  Ambrofe  was  couched  in  the  moft  humble 
and  refpeftful  terms,  which  might,  however,  be  interpreted  as  a 
ferious  declaration  of  civil  war.  "  His  life  and  fortune  were  in  the 
"  hands  of  the  emperor  ;  but  he  would  never  betray  the  church  of 
"  Chrift,  or  degrade  the  dignity  of  the  epifcopal  charader.  In 
"  fuch  a  caufe,  he  was  prepared  to  fufFer  whatever  the  malice  of  the 
"  dxmon  could  infliil  ;  and  he  only  wilhed  to  die  in  the  prefence 
•'  of  his  faithful  flock,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  altar;  he  had  not 
"  contributed  to  excite,  but  it  was  in  the  power  of  God  alone  to 

I  "  appeafe, 
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*'  appeafe,  the  rage  of  the  people  :  he  deprecated  the  fcenes  of  blood  ^  JL^r^" 
*'  and  confufion,  which  were  likely  to  enfue  ;  and  it  was  his  fervent  v— -.^,-..^ 
*'  prayer,  that  he  might  not  furvive  to  behold  the  ruin  of  a  flourifh- 
*'  ing  city,  and  perhaps  the  defolation  of  all  Italy  *\"  The  obfti- 
nate  bigotry  of  Juftina  would  have  endangered  the  empire  of  her 
fon,  if,  in  this  conteft  with  the  church  and  people  of  Milan,  ihc 
could  have  depended  on  the  adive  obedience  of  the  troops  of  the 
palace.  A  large  body  of  Goths  had  marched  to  occupy  the  Bafilica^ 
-which  was  the  objed;  of  the  difpute:  and  it  might  be  expedcd  from 
the  Arian  principles,  and  barbarous  manners,  of  thefe  foreign  mer- 
cenaries, that  they  would  not  entertain  any  fcruples  in  the  execution 
of  the  mod  fanguinary  orders.  They  were  encountered,  on  the  facred 
threflioldjby  the  archbi{hop,who,  thundering  againft  them  a  fentence  of 
excommunication,  afked  them,  in  the  tone  of  a  father  and  a  mafter. 
Whether  it  was  to  invade  tlte  houfe  of  God,  that  they  had  implored  the 
iiofpitable  protedtion  of  the  republic?  The  fufpenfe  of  the  Barba- 
rians allowed  fome  hours  for  a  more  effedual  negoclation ;  and  the 
■emprefs  was  perfuaded,  by  the  advice  of  her  wifell  counfellors,  to 
leave  the  Catholics  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  churches  of  Milan ; 
and  to  diffemble,  till  a  more  convenient  feafon,  her  intentions  of 
revenge.  The  mother  of  Valentinian  could  never  forgive  the  triumph 
of  Ambrofe ;  and  the  royal  youth  uttered  a  pafiionate  exclamation, 
that  his  own  fervants  were  ready  to  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  an 
infolent  prieft. 

The  laws  of  the  empire,  fome  of  which  were  infcribed  with  the  A.  D.  386. 
name  of  Valentinian,  ftill  condemned  the  Arian  herefy,  and  feemed 

*♦  Retz  had  a  fimilar  melTage  from  the  de  regret,  et  de  foumiflion,  &c.   (Memoires, 

queen,  to  requeft  that  he  would  appeafe  the  toiti.  i.  p.  140.)    Certainly  I  do  not  compare 

tumult   of  Paris.     It  was   no  longer  in  his  either  the  caufes,  or  the  men  j  yet  the  co- 

.power,  &c.    A  quoi  j'ajoutai  tout  cequc  vous  adjutor  himfelf  had  fome  idea  (p.  84.)  of 

.pouvez  vous  imaginer  derefpeft,  de  douleur,  imitating  St.  Ambrofe, 

Vol.  III.  F  to 
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^xxvj^'    *°  excufe  the  refiftance  of  the  Cathohcs.    By  the  influence  of  Juftiha^ 

« 1,— — '    an  edidl  of  toleration  was  promulgated  in  all  the  provinces  which 

were  fubje£t  to  the  court  of  Milan  ;  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion was  granted  to  thofe  who  profefTed  the  faith  of  Rimini ;  and" 
the  emperor  declared,  that  all  perfons  who  fhould  infringe  this  facred 
and  falutary  conftitution,  fhould  be  capitally  punifhed,  as  the  enemies 
of  the  public  peace  ^.  The  charadter  and  language  of  the  archbifhop 
of  Milan  may  juftify  the  fufpicion,  that  his  conduit  foorL  afforded  a 
reafonable  ground,  or  at  leaft  a  fpecious  pretence,  to  the  Arian  mi- 
nifters;  who  watched  the  opportunity  of  furprlhng  him  in  fome  adt 
of  difobedience  to  a  law,  which  he  ftrangely  reprefents  as  a  law  of 
blood  and  tyranny.  A  fentence  of  eafy  and  honourable  banifliment 
was  pronounced,  which  enjoined  Ambrofe  to  depart  from  Milan 
without  delay ;  whilfl  it  permitted  him  to  chufe  the  place  of  his 
exile,  and  the  number  of  his  companions.  But  the  autbx»rity  of  the 
faints,  who  have  preached  and  pradlifed.  the  maxims  of  paffiva 
loyalty,  appeared  to  Ambrofe  of  lefs  moment  than  the  extreme  and 
preffmg  danger  of  the  church.  He  boldly  refufed  to  obey;  and  his 
refudd  was  fupported  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  his  faithful  peo- 
ple *^  They  guarded  by  turns  the  perfon  of  their  archbifhop  ; 
the  gates  of  the  cathedral  and  the  epifcopal  palace  were  ftrongly 
fecured  ;  and  the  Imperial  troops,  who  had  formed  the.  blockade, 
were  unwilling  to  riik  the  attack,  of  that  impregnable  fortrels. 
The  numerous  poor,  vv^ho  had  been  relieved  by  the  liberality  of 
Ambrofc,  embraced  the  fair  occafion  of  ngnaliilng  their  zeal  and 
gratitude  ;,  and  as  the  patience  of  the  multitude  might  have  been  ex- 
haufted  by  the  length  and  uniformity  of  nodturnal  vigils,  he  pru- 
-  dently  introduced  into  the  church  of  Milan  the  ufeful  inftitution  of  a 

*5  Sozomen  alone  (I.   vii.  c.    13.)  throws  parata  cum  epifcopo  fuo  .  .  .  Nos  adhuc  fri- 

this  luminous  faft  into  a  dark  and  perplexed  gidi   excitabamur    tamen    civitate    attonita 

sarracive.  atque  turbata.     Auguftin,  Confeffion.  1.  ix^ 

*"  Exciibabat  pia  plebs   in  ecclefia  mori  c.  7. 

loud 
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loud  and  regular  pfalmody.  Wlule  he  maintained  this  arduous  con- 
teft,  he  was  inftrudled,  by  .a  dream,  to  open  the  earth  in  a  place 
where  the  remains  of  two  martyrs,  Gervafius  and  Protafms'^  had 
been  depofited  above  three  hundred  years.  Immediately  under  the 
pavement  of  the  church  two  perfe£t  flccletons  were  found  "',  with  the 
heads  feparated  from  their  bodies,  and  a  plentiful  effufion  of  blood. 
The  holy  relics  were  prefented, .  in  folemn  pomp,  to  the  veneration 
pf  the  people  ;  and  eveiy  circumftance  of  this  fortunate  difcovery 
was  admirably  adapted  to  promote  the  defigns  of  Ambrofe.  The 
bones  of  the  martyrs,  their  blood,  their  garments,  were  fuppofed  to 
contain  a  healing  power;  and  the  preternatural  influence  was  com- 
municated to  the  moft  diftant  objeds,  without  lofing  any  part  of  its 
original  virtue.  The  extraordinary  cure  of  a  blind  man  ^'^  and  the 
reludtant  confefTions  of  fevei'al  demoniacs,  appeared  to  juftify  the 
faith  and  fandity  of  Ambrofe  ;  and  the  truth  of  thofe  miracles  is 
attefted  by  Ambrofe  himfelf,  by  his  fecretary  Paulinus,  and  by  his 
profelyte,  the  celebrated  Auguftin,  who,  at  that  time,  profefTed  the 
art  of  rhetoric  in  Milan.  The  reafon  of  the  prefent  age  may  poflibly 
approve  the  incredulity  of  Juftina  and  her  Arian  court ;  who  de- 
rided the  theatrical  reprefentations,  which  were  exhibited  by  the 
contrivance,  and  at  the  expence,  of  the  archbifhop'°.  Their  effed, 
however,  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  was  rapid  and  irrefiftible ;  and 

*'  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ii.  p.  78.  *'  Ambrof.   torn.  ii.   epift.  xxii.    p.   875. 

49S.     Many  .churches  in  Italy,    Gaul,  &c.  Auguftin.  Confef.  1.  ix.  c.  7.  de  Civitat.  Dei, 

were  dedicated   to  thefe  unknown   martyrs,  I.  xxii.  c.  S.     Paulin.  in   Vita   St.   Ambrcf. 

af  whom  St.  Gervafe   feems  to  have  been  c.  14.  in  Append.  Benedift.  p.  4.  The  blind 

more  fortunate  than  his  companion.  man's  name  was  Severus ;    he  touched  the 

''  Invenimus  mirs  magiiitudinis  viros  du-  holy  garment,  recovered  his  fight,  and  de- 
cs, ut  prifca  fftas  ferebat.  Tom,  ii.  epift.  xxii.  voted  the  reft  of  his  life  (at  leart  twenty-five 
p.  875.  The  fize  of  thefe  ikeletons  was  for-  years)  to  the  fervice  of  the  church.  IfhoulJ 
tunately,  or  &ilfully,  fuited  to,  the  popular  recommend  this  UMracle  to  our  divines,  if  it 
prejudice  of  the  gradual  decreafe  of  the  hu-  did  not  prove  the  worihip  of  relics,  as  well 
man  ftature  ;  which  has  prevailed  in  every  as  the  Nicene  creed. 

age  fince  the  time  of  Homer.  70  Pauij,,.   !„  Vit.   St.   Ambrof.  c.  5.  in 

Grandiaqueeftbffis  mirabituroffa  fepulchris.  Append.  Benedift.  p.  5. 
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C  k  A  p.  the  feeble  fovereign  of  Italy  found  himfelf  unable  to  contend  with 
u— V— v/  the  favourite  of  heaven.  The  powers  likewiie  of  the  earth  mterpofed; 
ia  the  defence  of  Ambrofe :  the  difinterefted  advice  of  Theodofius 
was  the  genuine  refult  of  piety  and  friendfhip  ;  and  the  mafk  of 
religious  zeal  concealed  the  hoftile  and  ambitious  defigns  of  the  tyrant 
of  Gaul ". 
Maxim  us  in.       The  reign  of  Maximus  might  have  ended  in  peace  and  profperity-y 

Vln  P  "5   1  til  V  

A.  D.  3S7,'     could  he  have  contented  himfelf  with  the  pofleffion  of  three  ample 
"^"  ''  countries,  which  now  conftitute  the  three  moft  flourifhing  kingdoms 

of  modern  Europe.     But  the  afpiring  ufurper,  whofe  fordid  ambition 
was  not  dignified  by  the  love  of  glory  and  of  arms,    confidered  his 
^  adlual  forces  as  the  inftruments  only  of  his  future  greatnefs,  and  his 

fuccefs  was  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  deftrudion.  The  wealth 
which  he  extorted '"■  from  the  opprefTed  provinces  of  Gaul,  Spain, 
and  Britain,  was  employed  in  levying  and  maintaining  a  formidable 
army  of  Barbarians,  colIe£ted,  for  the  moft  part,  from  the  fierceft 
nations  of  Germany.  The  conqueft  of  Italy  was  the  objeft  of  his 
hopes  and  preparations;  and  he  fecretly  meditated  the  ruin  of  an 
innocent  youth,  whofe  government  Was  abhorred  and  defpifed  by 
his  Catholic  fubjedls.  But  as  Maximus  wiihed  to  occupy,  without 
refiftance,  the  pafles  of  the  Alps,  he  received,  with  perfidious  fmiles, 
Domninus  of  Syria,  the  am.baflador  of  Valentinian,  and  prefled  him 
to  accept  the  aid  of  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  for  the  fervice 
of  a  Pannonian  war.  The  penetration  of  Ambrofe  had  difcovered 
the  fnares  of  an  enemy  under  the  profeffions  of  friendfhip  "';  but  the 

^'  Tillemont,  ,Mem.   Ecclef.  torn.  x.   p.  than  the  feeble  declamation  of  Pacatus  (xii.. 

190.  750.     He  partially  allows   the   media-  25,  26.). 

tion  of  Theodofius  j  and  e.ipricioufly  rejefts  "^  Elto    tutior    adverfus   hominem,    pacis 

that  of  Maximus,  though   it  is  attefted    by  involucro  tegentem,  was  the  wife  caution  of 

Profper,  Sozomen,  and  Theodoret.  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  p.  891.),  after  his  return 

'*  The  modeft  cenfure  of  Sulpicius  (Dia-  from  his  fecond  embaffy. 


log.  iii,    15.)  inHiifts  a  much  deeper  wound 


Syrian 
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Syrian  Domninus  was  corrupted,  or  deceived,  by  the  liberal  favour    ^J^,^.^* 
of  the  court  of  Treves ;  and  the  council  of  Milan  obftinately  rejcdlcd 
the  fufpicion  of  danger,  with   a  blind  confidence,  which   was  the 
efFeft,  not  of  courage,  but  of  fear.     The  march  of  the  auxiliaries 
was  guided  by  the   ambaflador ;  and  they  were  admitted,  without 
dillruft,  into  the  fortrefles  of  the  Alps.     But  the  crafty  tyrant  fol- 
lowed, with  hafty  and  filent  footfteps,  in  the  rear;  and,   as  he  dili- 
gently intercepted  all  intelligence  of  his  motions,  the  gleam  of  ar- 
mour, and  the  dull  excited  by  the  troops  of  cavalry,  firft:  announced 
the  hoflile  approach  of  a  ftranger  to  the  gates  of  Milan.      In  this 
extremity,  Juftina  and  her  fon  might  accufe  their  own  imprudence, 
and  the  perfidious   arts  of  Maximus  ;   but  they  wanted  time,  and 
force,  and  refolution,  to  ftand  againft  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  either 
in  the  field,  or  within   the   walls   of  a   large  and    difaffeded   city. 
Flight   was  their  only  hope,   Aquileia  their  only  refuge  ;    and   as 
Maximus  now  difplayed  his  genuine  character,  the  brother  of  Gra- 
tian  might  expe£l  the  fame  fate  from  the  hands  of  the  fame  aflalTin. 
Maximus  entered  Milan  in  triumph ;  and  if  the  wife  archbifhop  re- 
fufed  a  dangerous  and  criminal  connexion  with  the  ufurper,  he  might 
indirectly  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  by  inculcating,  fronj 
the  pulpit,  the  duty  of  refignation,  rather  than  that  of  refiftance  ", 
The  unfortunate  Juftina  reached  Aquileia  in  fafety ;  but  fhe  diftrufted 
the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications  ;  fhe  dreaded  the  event  of  a  fiege  ; 
and  fhe  refolved  to  implore  the  protedlion  of  the  great  Theodofius, 
-whofe  power  and  virtue  were  celebrated  in  all  the  countries  of  the 
Weft.     A  veffel  was  fecretly  provided  to  tranfport  the  Imperial  fa- 
mily ;  they  embarked  with  precipitation  in  one  of  the  obfcure  har- 
bours of  Venetia,  or  Iftria ;  traverfed  the  whole  extent  of  the  Hadria- 
tic  and  Ionian  feas ;  turned  the  extreme  promontory  of  Peloponne- 

">*  Baronius  (A.  D.  387.  N°63.)  applies  to  this  feafon  of  public  diftreis  fome  of  th& 
penitential  fermons  of  the  archbiihop. 

fusj 
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Th^odofius 
takes  arms  in 


fus;  and,  after  a  long,  but  fuccefeful,  navigation,  repofed  themfelves 
in  the  port  of  Theffalonica.     All  the  fubjedts  of  Valentinian  del'erted 

Flight  of  the  caufe  of  a  prince,  who,  by  his  abdication,  had  abfolved  them  from 
the  duty  of  allegiance  ;  and  if  the  little  city  of  Aimona,  on  the 
verge  of  Italy,  had  not  prefumed  to  ftop  the  career  of  his  inglorious 
victory,  Maximus  would  have  obtained,  v/ithout  a  ftruggle,  the 
fole  poffeffion  of  the  weftern  empire. 

Inftead  of  inviting  his  royal  guefts  to  the  palace  of  Conftantlno- 

the  -aiife  of    .p|g    Thcodofius  had  fome  unknown  reafons  to  fix  their  refidence  at 

Valentinian,     -t^     ' 

A-  D.  387.  Theffalouica  ;  but  thefe  reafons  did  not  proceed  from  contempt  or 
indifference,  as  he  fpeedily  made  a  vilit  to  that  city,  accompanied  by 
4he  greatefl  part  of  his  court  and  fenate.  After  the  firfl:  tender  ex- 
■preflions  of  friendfliip  and  fympathy,  the  pious  emperor  of  the  Eaft 
•gently  admoniflied  Juflina,  that  the  guilt  of  herefy  was  fometimes 
puniihed  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  next ;  and  that  the  public 
profeflion  of  the  Nicene  faith,  would  be  the  moft  efficacious  flep  to 
.promote  the  refioration  of  her  fon,  by  the  fatisfaclion  which  it  mufl 
occafion  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven.  The  momentous  queftion  of 
peace  or  w^ir  was  referred,  by  Theodoiius,  to  the  deUberation  of 
Ills  council ;  and  the  arguments  which  might  be  alleged  on  the  fide 
-of  honour  and  juftice,  had  acquired,  fmce  the  death  of  Gratian, 
-a  conilderable  degree  of  additional  w^eight.  The  perfecution  of  the 
Imperial  family,  to  which  Theodofms  himfelf  had  been  indebted  for 
his  fortune,  was  now  aggravated  by  recent  and.  repeated  injuries. 
Neither  oaths  nor  treaties  could  reilrain  the  bouridlefs  ambition  of 
'Maximus ;  and  the  delay  of  vigorous  arid  decifive  meafures,  inftead 
of  prolonging  the  bleffings  of  peace,  would  expofe  the  eaftern  em- 
pire to  the  danger  of  an  hoftile  invafion.  The  Barbarians^  who  had 
paffed  the  Danube,  had  lately  aflumed  the  charader  of  foldiers  and 
fubjedls,  but  their  native  fiercenefs  was  yet  untamed  ;  and  the  ope- 
rations of  a  war,  wbich  would  exercife  their  valour,  and  diminifli 

■     their 
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fHe'ir  numbers,  might  tend  to  relieve  the  provinces  from  an  intole-    ^Jvy'il'' 
rable  oppreflion.     Notwithftanding  thef'e  fpecious  and  folid  reafons, 
which  were  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  Theodofuis  (liU 
hcfitated  whether  he  fhould  draw   the   fword  in  a  contefl:,  which 
could    no  longer  admit  any  terms  of  reconciliation  ;,  and  his  mag- 
nanimous chara6ler  was  not  difgraced  by  the  apprehenfions  which, 
he  felt  for  the  fafety  of  his  infant  fons,  and  the  welfare  of  his  ex- 
haufted  people.     In  this  moment  of  anxious  doubt,  while  the  fate 
of  the  Roman  world  depended  on  the  refolution  of  a  fmgle  man,  the 
charms  of  the  princefs  G'alla  moft  powerfnlly  pleaded  the  caufe  o£ 
her  brother  Valentinian  ".    The  heart  of  Theodofms  was  foftened  by 
the  tears  of  beauty ;  his  affedlions  were  infenfibly  engaged  by  the. 
graces  of  youth  and  innocence;   the  art  of  Jufhina  managed  and  dir- 
redted  the  impulfe  of  pafTion  ;  and  the  celebration  of  the  royal  nup- 
tials was  the  affurance  and  fignal  of  the  civil  war.     The  unfeeling- 
critics,  who  confider  every  amorous  weaknefs  as  an  indelible  ftain 
on  the  memory  of  a  great  and  orthodox  emperor,  are  inclined,  on 
this  occafion,  to  difpute  the  fufpicious  evidence  of  the  hiftorian  Zo- 
funus.     For  my  own  part,  I  fhall  frankly  confefs,  that  I  am  willing 
to  find,  or  even  to  feek,  in  the  revolutions  of  the  w^rld,  fome  traces 
of  the  mild  and  tender  fentiments  of  domeftic  life  ;   and,,  amidfl  the 
crowd  of  fierce  and  ambitious  conquerors,  I  can  diftinguifhj  with 
peculiar  complacency,  a  gentle  hero,  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  re- 
ceive his  armour  from,  the  hands  of  love.    The  alliance  of  the.  Perfian 
king  was  fecured  by  the  faith  of  treaties;  the  martial  Barbarians  were 
perfuaded  to  follow  the  ftandard,  or  to  refpedt  the  frontiers,  of  an 
aflive  and  liberal  monarch ;  and  the  dominions  of  Theodofius,  fromi 

7'  The  flight  of  Valeminian,  and  the  love  fius  (Hift.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  740. )>• 

of  Theodofius  for  his   fifter,  are  related  by  and  confequently  to  refute  ces  contes  de  Zo-- 

Zofinius  (1.  iv.  p.  263,   264..).    Tillemont  fime,  qui  leroient  trop  contraires  a.  la  piete 

produces  feme  weak  and  ambiguous  evidence  de  Theodofe.. 
to  antedate  the  fecond  marriage  of  Theoda- 

thes 
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CHAP,  tiie  Euphrates  to  the  Hadrlatic,  refounded  with  the  preparations  of 
war  both  by  land  and  fea.  The  (kilful  difpofition  of  the  forces  of 
the  Eafl  feemed  to  multiply  their  numbers,  and  diftraded  the  atten- 
tion of  Maximus.  He  had  reafon  to  fear,  that  a  chofen  body  of 
troops,  under  the  command  of  the  intrepid  Arbogaftes,  would  direcSt 
their  march  along  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  boldly  penetrate 
through  the  Rhaetian  provinces  into  the  centre  of  Gaul.  A  power- 
ful fleet  was  equipped  in  the  harbours  of  Greece  and  Epirus,  with 
an  apparent  defign,  that  as  foon  as  the  paflTage  had  been  opened  by 
a  naval  vidoiy,  Valentinian,  and  his  mother,  fhould  land  in  Italy, 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  Rome,  and  occupy  the  majeftic  feat  of 
religion  and  empire.  In  the  mean  while,  Theodofius  himfelf  advanced 
at  the  head  of  a  brave  and  dilciplined  army,  to  encounter  his  un- 
worthy rival,  who,  after  the  fiege  of  ^mona,  had  fixed  his  camp 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sifcia,  a  city  of  Pannonia,  ftrongly  forti- 
fied by  the  broad  and  rapid  ftream  of  the  Save. 

The  veterans,  who  ftill  remembered  the  long  refiftance,  and  fuc- 
^^T)"^"^^  ceffive  refources,  of  the  tyrant  Magnentius,  might  prepare  themfelves 
June— Au-  for  the  labours  of  three  bloody  campaigns.  But  the  conteft  with  his 
fucceflbr,  who,  like  him,  had  ufurped  the  throne  of  the  Weft,  was 
eafily  decided  in  the  term  of  two  months  '*,  and  within  the  fpace  of 
two  hundred  miles.  The  fuperior  genius  of  the  emperor  of  the 
Eaft  might  prevail  over  the  feeble  Maximus  ;  who,  in  this  important 
crifis,  fliewed  himfelf  deflitute  of  militaiy  fkill,  or  perfonal  cou- 
rage ;  but  the  abilities  of  Theodofius  were  feconded  by  the  advantage 
which  he  pofTefled  of  a  numerous  and  a£tive  cavalry.  The  Huns, 
the  Alani,  and,  after  their  example,  the  Goths  themfelves,  were 
formed  into  fquadrons  of  archers ;  who  fought  on  horfeback,  and 
confounded  the  fleady  valour  of  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  by  the 

•^  See  Godefroy's  Chronology  of  the  Laws,  Cod.  Theodof.  tcm.i.  p.  cxix. 

3  rapid 


Defeat  and 
death  of 
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■  rapid  motions  of  a  Tartar  war.  After  the  fatigue  of  a  long  march,  C  H  A  1'. 
in  the  heat  of  fummer,  they  fpurred  their  foaming  horfes  into  the  ^-  ^  ' 
waters  of  the  Save,  fwam  the  river  in  the  prefencc  of  the  enemy, 
and  inftantly  charged  and  routed  the  troops  who  guarded  the  high 
ground  on  the  oppofite  fide.  MarceUinus,  the  tyrant's  brother, 
advanced  to  fupport  them  with  the  feledl  cohorts,  which  were  con- 
fidered  as  the  hope  and  ftrength  of  the  army.  The  adion,  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  approach  of  night,  was  renewed  in  the 
morning ;  and,  after  a  fliarp  conflidt,  the  furviving  remnant  of  the 
braveft  foldiers  of  Maximus  threw  dov.'n  their  arms  at  the  feet  of  the 
conqueror.  Without  fufpending  his  march,  to  receive  the  loyal 
acclamations  of  the  citizens  of  ^mona,  Theodofius  preffed  forwards, 
to  terminate  the  war  by  the  death  or  captivity  of  his  rival,  who  fled 
before  him  with  the  diligence  of  fear.  From  the  fummit  of  the 
JuUan  Alps,  he  defcended  with  fuch  incredible  fpeed  into  the  plain 
of  Italy,  that  he  reached  Aquileia  on  the  evening  of  the  firfl  day ; 
and  Maximus,  who  found  himfelf  encompaifed  on  all  fides,  had 
fcarcely  time  to  fliut  the  gates  of  the  city.  But  the  gates  could  not 
long  refift  the  effort  of  a  victorious  enemy ;  and  the  dcfpair,  the 
■difafFedion,  the  indifference  of  the  foldiers  and  people,  haftened  the 
downfall  of  the  wretched  Maximus.  He  was  dragged  from  his 
throne,  rudely  ftripped  of  the  Imperial  ornaments,  the  robe,  the 
diadem,  and  the  purple  flippers  ;  and  conduced,  like  a  malefador, 
to  the  camp  and  prefence  of  Theodofius,  at  a  place  about  three 
miles  from  Aquileia.  The  behaviour  of  the  emperor  was  not  intended 
to  infult,  and  he  Ihewed  fome  difpofition  to  pity  and  forp-ive,  the 
tyrant  of  the  Wefl:,  who  had  never  been  his  perfonal  enemy,  and 
was  now  become  the  objedl  of  his  contempt.  Our  fympathy  is  the 
moft  forcibly  excited  by  the  misfortunes  to  which  we  are  expofed ; 
and  the  fpedacle  of  a  proud  competitor,  now  proftrate  at  his  feet, 
could  not  fail  of  producing  very  ferious  and  folemn  thoughts  in  the 
Vol.  III.  G  mind 
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C  H  A  ?.    mind  of  the  viiflorious  emperor, 
xxvir.  ^ 


Virtues  of 
Theodofius. 


But  the  feeble  emotion  of  invo^ 
hjntary  pity  was  checked  by  his  regard  for  pubhc  jufcice,  and  the 
memory  of  Gratian  ;  and  he  abandoned  the  vi<5lim  to  the  pious  zeal 
of  the  foldiers,  who  drew  him  out  of  the  Imperial  prefence,  and 
inftantly  feparated  his  head  from  his  body.  The  intelligence  of  his 
defeat  and  death  was  received  with  fmcere,  or  well-diirembled,  joy  : 
his  fon  Vidtor,  on  whom  he  had  conferred  the  title  of  Auguftus, 
died  by  the  order,  perhaps  by  the  hand,  of  the  bold  Arbogaftes; 
and  all  the  military  plans  of  Theodofius  were  fuccefsfully  executed. 
When  he  had  thus  terminated  the  civil  war,  with  lefs  difficulty  and 
bloodfhed  than  he  might  naturally  expe(fl;,  he  employed  the  winter 
months  of  his  refidence  at  Milan,  to  reftore  the  ftate  of  the  affliifled 
provinces ;  and  early  in  the  fpring  he  made,  after  the  example  of 
Conftantine  and  Conftantius,  his  triumphal  entry  into  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  Roman  empire  ". 

The  orator,  who  may  be  filent  without  danger,  may  praife  with- 
out difficulty,  and  without  relu£tance  '* ;  and  pofterity  will  confefs, 
that  the  charafter  of  Theodofius  ''  might  furnifh  the  fubjed;  of  a  fin- 
cere  and  ample  panegyric.  The  wifdom  of  his  laws,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  arms,  rendered  his  adminiftration  refpedlable  in  the  eyes 
both  of  his  fubjedts,  and  of  his  enemies.     He  loved  and  pradtifed 


Ti  Befidesthe  hints  which  may  be  gathered 
from  chronicles  and  ecclefiallica!  hiftory,  Zo- 
fimus  (l.iv.  p.  259—267.),  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c. 
35.),  and  Pacatus  (in  Panegyr.  Vet.  xii.  30 

47.),  fupply  the  loofe  and  fcanty  materials 

of  this  civil  war.  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  epift. 
xl.  p  gjz,  953.)  darkly  alludes  to  the  well- 
known  events  of  a  magazine  flirprifed,  an 
aftion  at  Petovio,  a  Sicilian,  perhaps  a  naval, 
viiSory,  &c.  Aufonius  (p.  256.  edit.  Toll.) 
applauds  the  peculiar  inerit,  and  good  for- 
tune, of  Aquileia. 

7"  Quam  promptum  laudare  principem, 
tam  tutum  filuifle  de  principe  (Pacat.  in  Pa- 


negyr. Vet.  xii.  2.).  Latinus  Pacatus  Dre- 
panius,  a  native  of  Gaul,  pronounced  this 
oration  at  Rome  (A.  D.  388.).  He  was  af- 
terwards proconful  of  Africa ;  and  his  friend 
Aufonius  praifes  him  as  a  poet,  fecond  only 
to  Virgil.  See  Tillemont,  Hill,  des  Empe- 
reurs,  torn.  v.  p.  303. 

7'  See  the  fair  portrait  of  Theodofius,  by 
the  younger  ViiSlor ;  the  ftrokes  are  diftinft, 
and  the  colours  are  mixed.  The  praife  of 
Pacatus  is  too  vague  ;  and  Claudian  always 
feems  afraid  of  exalting  the  father  above  the 
fon, 

the 
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the  virtues  of  domeftic  life,  which  feldom  hold  their  refidence  in  the  ^Ji-'\/' 
palaces  of  kings.  Theodofius  was  chafte  and  temperate  :  he  enjoyed, 
without  excefs,  the  fenfual  and  focial  pleafures  of  the  tabic  ;  and  the 
warmth  of  his  amorous  paffions  was  never  diverted  from  their  lawful 
objed;s.  The  proud  titles  of  Imperial  greatnefs  were  adorned  by  the 
tender  names  of  a  faithful  hufband,  an  indulgent  father;  his  uncle 
was  raifed,  by  his  affccflionate  efteem,  to  the  rank  of  a  fecond  pa- 
rent :  Theodofius  embraced,  as  his  own,  the  children  of  his  brother 
and  fifter ;  and  the  exprefhons  of  his  regard  were  extended  to  the 
moft  diftant  and  obfcure  branches  of  his  numerous  kindred.  His 
■  familiar  friends  were  judicioufly  feleded  from  among  thofe  perfons, 
who,  in  the  equal  intercourfe  of  private  life,  had  appeared  before  his 
eyes  without  a  mafk:  the  confcioufnefs  of  perfonal  and  fuperior 
merit  enabled  him  to  defpife  the  accidental  diftindlion  of  the  pui-ple ; 
and  he  proved  by  his  condud,  that  he  had  forgotten  all  the  inju- 
ries, while  he  mofl  gratefully  remembered  all  the  favours  and 
fervices,  which  he  had  received  before  he  afcended  the  throne  of' 
the  Roman  empire.  The  ferious,  or  lively,  tone  of  his  converfation, 
was  adapted  to  the  age,  the  rank,  or  the  charader,  of  his  fubjedls 
whom  he  admitted  into  his  fociety;  and  the  affability  of  his  man- 
ners difplayed  the  image  of  his  mind.  Theodofius  refpeded  the 
fnnplicity  of  the  good  and  virtuous  ;  every  art,  every  talent,  of  an 
ufeful,  or  even  of  an  innocent,  nature,  was  rewarded  by  his  judi- 
cious liberality ;  and,  except  the  heretics,  whom  he  perfecuted  with 
implacable  hatred,  the  diifufive  circle  of  his  benevolence  was  cir- 
cumfcribed  only  by  the  limits  of  the  human  race.  The  government 
of  a  mighty  empire  may  alTuredly  fuffice  to  occupy  the  time,  and 
the  abilities,  of  a  mortal :  yet  the  diligent  prince,  without  afpiring 
to  the  unfuitable  reputation  of  profound  learning,  always  referv-ed 
fome  moments  of  his  leifure  for  the  inftrudive  amufement  of  read- 
ing.    Hiftory,   which  enlarged   his    experience,  was   his  favourite 

G  2  ftudy. 
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CHAP,    ftudy.     The  annals    of  Rome,  iu  the  long  period  of  eleven  hun- 

XXVII.  .         . 

\_.  -^-  L_f    dred   years,  prefented  him  with  a  various  and  fplendid  picture  of 

human  life  ;  and  it  has  been  particularly  obferved,  that  v^rhenever  he 
perufed  the  cruel  ads  of  Cinna,  of  Marius,  or  of  Sylla,  he  warmly 
exprefled  his  generous  deteftation  of  thofe  enemies  of  humanity  and 
freedom.  His  difmterefted  opinion  of  part  events  was  ufefully  ap- 
plied as  the  rule  of  his  own  ad;ions ;  and  Theodofius  has  deferved 
the  fnigular  commendation,  that  his  virtues  always  feemed  to  expand 
with  his  fortune  :  the  feafon  of  his  profperity  was  that  of  his  mo- 
deration ;  and  his  clemency  appeared  the  moft  confpicuous  after  the 
danger  and  fuccefs  of  the  civil  war.  The  Moorifh.  guards  of  the 
tp-ant  had  been  maffacrcd  in  the  firft  heat  of  the  victory ;  and  a 
fmall  number  of  the  moll  obnoxious  criminals  fuffered  the  punifli- 
ment  of  the  law.  But  the  emperor  fliewed  himfelf  much  more  at-r 
tentive  to  relieve  the  innocent,  than  to  chaftife  the  guilty.  The 
oppreffed  fubje(£ls  of  the  Weft,  who  would  have  deemed  themfelves 
happy  in  the  reftoration  of  their  lands,  were  aftoniflied  to  receive  a 
fum  of  money  equivalent  to  their  lofles ;  and  the  liberality  of  the 
conqueror  fupported  the  aged  mother,  and  educated  the  orphan 
daughters,  of  Maximus  ^°.  A  charafter  thus  accomplifhed,  might 
almoft  excufethe  extravagant  fuppofition  of  the  orator  Pacatus  ;  that, 
if  the  elder  Brutus  could  be  permitted  to  revifit  the  earth,  the  ftern 
republican  would  abjure,  at  the  feet  of  Theodofius,  his  hatred  of 
kings ;  and  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  fuch  a  monarch  was  the  moft 
faithful  guardian  of  the  happinefs,  and  dignity,  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple^'. 
Faults  of  Yet  the  piercing  eye  of  the  founder  of  the  republic  muft  have 

dlfcerned  two  efiential  imperfedions,   which  might,  perhaps,   have 
abated  his  recent  love  of  defpotifm.     The  virtuous  mind  of  Theoda- 


'°  Ambrof.   torn.    ii.    cpift.    x!.    p.    g:;^.     rage,  omits  this  glorious  circurnftanco, 
Pacatus,  from  the  want  of  ikill,  or  of  ecu-         *'  Pacat.  in  Panegyr.  Vet.  xii.  20. 


fiUS 
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Hus  wds  often  relaxed  by  indolence",  and  it  was  fometimes  inflamed    ^  }^  ^  P- 

by  paffion  ".     In  the  purfuit  of  an  important  object,  his  adive  cou-    v , L» 

rage  was  capable  of  the  moil  vigorous  exertions  ;  but,  as  foon  as  the 
defign  was  accomplilhed,  or  the  danger  was  furmounted,  the  hero  funk 
into  inglorious  repofe  ;  and,  forgetful  that  the  time  of  a  prince  is  the 
property  of  his  people,  refigned  himfelf  tothc  enjoyment  of  the  inno- 
cent, but  trifling,  pleafures  of  a  luxurious  court.  The  natural  dif- 
pofition  of  Theodofius  was  hafty  and  choleric  ;  and,  in  a  ftation 
where  none  could  refill,  and  few  would  difluade,  the  fatal  confe- 
quence  of  his  refentment,  the  humane  monarch  was  juHly  alarmed 
by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  inlirmity,  and  of  his  power.  It  was  the 
conftant  ftudy  of  his  life  to  fupprels,  or  regulate,  the  intemperate 
fallies  of  pafhon ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  efforts  enhanced  the  merit  of 
his  clemency.  But  the  painful  virtue  which  claims  the  merit  of 
vidtory,  is  expofed  to  the  danger  of  defeat ;  and  the  reign  of  a  wife 
and  merciful  prince  was  polluted  by  an  ad:  of  cruelty,  which  would 
llain  the  annals  of  Nero  or  Domitian.  Within  the  fpace  of  three 
years,  the  inconfiftent  hiftorian  of  Theodofius  mud  relate  the  gene- 
rous pardon  of  the  citizens  of  Antioch,  and  the  inhuman  maflacre  of 
the  people  of  Theffalonica. 

The  lively  impatience  of  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch  Vv-as  never  '^^^  fedition 

_  ^  _  _  of  Antiocli, 

fatisfied  wath  their  own  fituation,  or  with  the  charader,  and  con-  A.  D.  387. 
dud,  of  their  fuccelTive  fovereigns.     The  Arian  liibjeds  of  Theodo- 
fius deplored  the  lofs  of  their  churches ;  and,  as  three  rival  bifhops 
difputed  the  throne  of  Antioch,   the  fentence  which  decided  their 
pretenfions  excited  the  murmurs  of  the  two  unfuccefsful  congrega- 

'^  Zofiiniis,  1.  iv.  p.  271,  272.     His  par-  Ambrofe,   in  decent  and  manly  language,  to 

tial  evidence  is  marked  by  an  air  of  candour  his  fovereign)  natura;  impetum,  quem  fi  quis 

and  truth.     He  obferves  thefe  viciflltudes  of  lenire  velit,  cite  vertes  ad  mifericordiam  :  fi 

floth,  and  aflivity,  not  as   a  vice,  but  as  a  quis   ftimulet,  in   niagis  exfufcitas,    ut  eum 

Angularity,  in  the  charader  of  Theodofius.  revocare  vix  poflis  (torn.  ii.  epift.  li.  p.  998.). 

'•'  This  choleric  temper  is  acknowledged,  Theodofius   (Claud,  in  iv  Conf.  Hon.  266, 

and  excufed,  by  Vifl.or.      Sed   habes   (fays  &c.)  exhorts  his  fon  to  moderate  his  anger; 

tions. . 
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CHAP. 

XXVII.  '   tions.     The  exigencies  of  the  Gothic  war,  and  the  inevitable  ex- 
'       '       '  pence  that  accompanied  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  had  conftrained 
the  emperor  to  aggravate  the  w^eight  of  the  public  impofitions ;  and 
the  provinces  of  Afia,  as  they  had  not  been  involved  in  the  diftrefs, 
were  the  lefs  inclined  to  contribute  to  the  relief,  of  Europe.     The 
aufpicious  period  now  approached  of  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign  ;  a 
feftival  more  grateful  to  the  foldiers,  who  received  a  liberal  donative, 
than  to  the  fubjefts,  whofe  voluntary  offerings  had  been  long  fince 
converted  into  an  extraordinary  and  oppreffive  burthen.     The  edidts 
of  taxation  interrupted  the  repofe,  and  pleafures,  of  Antioch ;    and 
the  tribunal  of  the  magiftrate  was  befieged  by  a  fuppliant  crowd ; 
who,  in  pathetic,  but,  at  firft,  in  refpedtful,  language,  folicited  the 
redrefs  of  their  grievances.     They  were  gradually  incenfed  by  the 
pride  of  their  haughty  rulers,  who  treated  their  complaints  as  a  cri- 
minal refiftance ;  their  fatirical  wit  degenerated  into  fharp  and  angry 
inve£l:iveG  ;    and,  from  the  fubordinate  powers  of  government,  the 
invedives  of  the  people  infenfibly  rofe  to  attack  the  facred  charader 
February  26.  of  the  emperor  himfelf.     Their  fury,  provoked  by  a  feeble  oppo- 
fition,  difcharged  itfelf  on  the  images  of  the  Imperial  family,  which 
were  eredled,  as  objects  of  public  veneration,  in  the  moft  confpi- 
cuous  places  of  the  city.     The  ftatues  of  Theodofms,  of  his  father, 
of  his  wife  Flaccilla,  of  his  two  fons,  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  were 
infolently  thrown  down  from  their  pedeftals,  broken  in  pieces,   or 
dragged  with  contempt  through  the'ftreets  :  and  the  indignities  which 
were  offered  to  the  reprefentations  of  Imperial  majefty,  fufficiently 
declared  the  impious  and  treafonable  wifhes  of  the  populace.     The 
tumult  was  almoft  immediately  fuppreffed  by  the  arrival  of  a  body  of 
archers ;  and  Antioch  had  leifure  to  reflect  on  the  nature  and  confe- 
quences  of  her  crime  '\     According  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  the 

governor 

'■^  The  Chriftians   and  Pagans  agreed  in      excited  by  the  daemons.     A  gigantic  woman 
believingj  that  the  fedition  of  Antioch  vvas       fays   Sozomen,   1.  vii.    c.   23.)  paraded   the 

ftreeta 
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governor  of  the  province  difpatched  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  whole    ^'Y^vrr^" 
tranfadlion ;  while  the  trembling  citizens  entrufted  the  confeflion  of    ._— v— — ^ 
their  crime,  and   the  alTurances  of  their  repentance,  to  the  zeal  of 
Flavian  their  bilhop,  and  to  the  eloquence  of  the  fenator  Hilarius, 
the  friend,   and,  mod  probably,   the  difclple,   of  Libanius  ;    whofe 
genius,  on  this  melancholy  occafion,  was  not  ufelefs  to  his  countiy". 
But  the  two  capitals,  Antioch  and  Conftantinople,   were  feparated 
by  the  diftance  of  eight  hundred  miles ;    and,  notwithftanding  the 
diligence  of  the  Imperial  pofts,  the  guilty  city  was  feverely  punifhed 
by  a  long  and  dreadful  interval  of  fufpence.      Every  rumour  agitated 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  Antiochians  ;  and  they  heard  with  terror, 
that  their  fovereign,  exafperated  by  the  infult  which  had  been  offered 
to  his  own  (latues,  and,  more  efpecially,  to  thofe  of  his  beloved  wife,, 
had  refolved  to  level  with  the  ground  the  offending  city  ;  and  to  maf- 
facre,  without  diflincStion  of  age  or  fex,  the  criminal  inhabitants  ^' ; 
many  of  whom  were  actually  driven,  by  their  apprehenfions,  to  feek 
a  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Syria,  and  the  adjacent  defert.      At 
length,  twenty-four  days  after  the  fedition,  the  general  Hellebicus,  March  22. 
and  Cjefarius  mafter  of  the  offices,  declared  the  will  of  the  emperor, 
and  the  fentence  of  Antioch.     That  proud  capital  was  degraded  from 
the  rank  of  a  city ;    and  the  metropolis  of  the  Eaft,  ftripped  of  its 
lands,  its  privileges,  and  its  revenues,  was  fubjefted,  under  the  hu- 
miliating denomination  of  a  village,  to  the  jurifdidion  of  Laodicea*'. 

flreets  with  a  fcourge  in  her  hand.     An  old  of  a   maflacre  was   groundlefs   and    abfurd, 

man     (fays    Libanius,    Orat.    xii.     p.    396.)  efpeciallv  in  the  emperor's   abfence ;    for  his 

transformed   himfelf  into   a  youth,    then    a  prefence,    according    to   the  eloquent  flave, 

boy,  &c.  might  have  given    a    fandtion    to    the   moft: 

^'   Zofimus,  in  his  fhort  and  difingenuous  bloody  afts. 
account  (1.  iv.  p.  258,   259.),    is    certainly         "'    Laodicea,    on  the  fea-coaft,    fixty-five 

miitaken  in  fending  Libanius  himfelf  to  Con-  miles  from  Antioch   (fee  Noris  Epoch.  Syro- 

ftantinople.      His   own    orations   fix  him   at  Maced.  DifTert.   iii.    p.   230.).     The   Anti- 

Antioch.  ochians  were  offended,  that    the  dependent 

""^   Libanius  (Orat.  i.  p.  6.  edit.  Venet.)  city  of  Seleucia  fhould  prefume  to  intercede 

declares,  that,  under  fuch  a  reign,  the  fear  for  them. 

2  The 
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^Y^vir^     The  baths,  the  Circus,  and  the  theatres,  were  fhut :  and,  that  every 

' u '    fource  of  plenty  and  pleafure  might  at  the  fame  time  be  intercepted, 

the  diftribution  of  corn  was  aboliflied,  by  the  fevere  inftruftions  of 
Theodofius.  His  commiffioners  then  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the 
guilt  of  individuals  ;  of  thofe  who  had  pei-petrated,  and  of  thofe  who 
had  not  prevented,  the  deftrudtion  of  the  facred  ftatues.  The  tri- 
bunal of  Hellebicus  and  Ca^Hirius,  encompafled  with  armed  foldiers, 
was  eredled  in  the  midft  of  the  Forum.  The  nobleft,  and  mofc 
wealthy,  of  the  citizens  of  Antioch,  appeared  before  tliem  in  chains  ; 
the  examination  was  affifted  by  the  ufe  of  torture,  and  their  fentence 
was  pronounced  or  fufpended,  according  to  the  judgment  of  thefe  ex- 
traordinary magiftrates.  The  houfes  of  the  criminals  were  expofed  to 
fale,  their  wives  and  children  were  fuddenly  reduced,  from  affluence  and 
luxury,  to  the  moft  abjecfl  diftrefs ;  and  a  bloody  execution  was  ex- 
pedted  to  conclude  the  horrors  of  a  day  '\  which  the  preacher  of  An- 
tioch, the  eloquent  Chryfoftom,  has  reprefented  as  a  lively  image  of  the 
laft  and  univerfal  jvidgment  of  the  world.  But  the  minifters  of  Theodo- 
fius performed,  with  reludtance,  the  cruel  tafk  which  had  been  af- 
figned  them :  they  dropped  a  gentle  tear  over  the  calamities  of  the 
people  ;  and  they  liflened  with  reverence  to  the  prefling  folicitations 
of  the  monks  and  hermits,  who  defcended  in  fwarms  from  the  moun- 
tains °'.  Hellebicus  and  Csflirius  were  perfuaded  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  their  fentence ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  former 
fhould  remain  at  Antioch,  while  the  latter  returned,  with  all  poffible 
fpeed,  to  Conftantinople ;  and  prefumed  once  more  to  confult  the 
Clemercy  of  wiil  of  his  fovereign.  The  refentment  of  Theodofius  had  already 
fubfided  ;  the  deputies  of  the  people,  both  the  bifhop  and  the  orator, 

'^    As  the  days  of  the  tumult  depend  on  744.)    and  Montfaucon    (Chryfcftom,   torn, 

the  mo-veai/e  feiVivnl  of  E^ider,  they  can  only  xiii.  p.  105— no.). 

be  determined  by  the  previous  determination  "'  Chryfoftom  oppcf;s /Z-tvV courage,  which 

of  the  year.     The  year  387   has  been  pre-  was  not  atten>led    with    much   rifk,   .to   the 


ferred,  after  a  laborious  inquiry,  by  Tille-     cowardly  Hight  of  the  Cynics, 
mont   (liift.  des  Emp.    torn.  v.    p.  74.1  — 
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had  obtained  a  favourable  audience :   and  the  reproaches  of  the  em-     C  H  A  l'. 

XX\'I[ 

peror  were  the  complaints  of  injured  friendfhip,  rather  than  the  ftern    < y < 

menaces  of  pride  and  power.  A  free  and  general  pardon  was  granted 
to  the  city  and  citizens  of  Antioch ;  the  prifon-doors  were  thrown 
open  ;  the  fenators,  who  defpaired  of  their  lives,  recovered  the  pof- 
feflion  of  their  houfes  and  eftates ;  and  the  capital  of  the  Eaft  was 
reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  ancient  dignity  and  fplendour, 
Theodofius  condefcended  to  praife  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople,  who 
had  generoufly  interceded  for  their  diftreffed  brethren  :  he  rewarded 
the  eloquence  of  Hilarius  with  the  government  of  Paleftine ;  and 
difmifled  the  bifhop  of  Antioch  with  the  warmeft  expreffions  of  his 
refpedl  and  gratitude.  A  thoufand  new  ftatues  arofe  to  the  clemency  April  25. 
of  Theodofius ;  the  applaufe  of  his  fubjedls  was  ratified  by  the  ap- 
probation of  his  own  heart ;  and  the  emperor  confeffed,  that,  if  the 
exercife  of  juftice  is  the  moil  important  duty,  the  indulgence  of 
mercy  is  the  moft  exquifite  pleafure,  of  a  fovereign  '°. 

The  fedition  of  Theflidonica  is  afcribed  to  a  more  fliameful  caufe,   Sedition  and 
and  was  produdlive  of  much  more  dreadful  confequences.      That  Theffalo°^ 
great  city,  the  metropolis  of  all  the  Illyrian  provinces,  had  been  pro-  '''''^•'*' 
teded  from  the  dangers  of  the  Gothic  war  by  ftrong  fortifications, 
and  a  numerous  garrifon.     Botheric,   the  general  of  thofe  troops, 
and,  as  it  fhould  feem  from  his  name,  a  Barbarian,  had  among  his 
flaves  a  beautiful  boy,  who  excited  the  impure  defires  of  one  of  the 
charioteers  of  the  Circus.     The  infolent  and  brutal  lover  was  thrown 
into  prifon  by  the  order  of  Botheric  ;    and  he  fternly  rejected  the 
importunate  clamours  of  the  multitude,    who,    on  the  day  of  the 

'°  The  fedition  of  Antioch  is  rcprefentcd  (torn.  ii.  p.  1  —  225.  edit.  Montfaucon.).     I 

in  a  lively,  and  almoft  dramatic,  manner,  by  do  not  pretend  to  much  perfonal  acqiiaint- 

two  orators,  who  had  their  refpeftive  fhares  ance  with  Chryfoftom-;   but  Tillemont  (Hift. 

of  intereft  and  merit.     See  Libanius   (Orat.  des  Enipereurs,  torn.  v.    p.  263  —  283.)  and 

xiv,  XV.  p.  389 — 420.  edit.  Morel.  Orat.  i.  Hermant  (Vie  de  St.  ChrvToftome,    torn.  i. 

p.  1  —  14.    Venet.    1754.),    and    the   twenty  p.  137-224.)   had  read   him  with  pious  cu- 

orations  of  St.  John  Chryfoftom,  de  Staiuis  riofity,  and  diligence. 

Vol.  III.  H  public 
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CHAP,    public  frames,  lamented  the  abfence  of  their  favourite ;    and  con- 

XXVII.        r  o  ' 

fidered  the  {kill  of  a  charioteer  as  an  objedl  of  more  importance  than 
his  virtue.     The  refentment  of  the  people  was  embittered  by  fome 
previous  difputes ;    and,   as  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  had  been 
drawn  away  for  the  fervice  of  the  Italian  war,  the  feeble  remnant, 
whofe  numbers  were  reduced  by  defertion,  could  not  fave  the  un- 
happy general  from  their  licentious  fury.     Botheric,  and  feveral  of 
his  principal   officers,    were   inhumanly  murdered  ;    their  mangled 
bodies  were  dragged  about  the  ftreets  ;    and  the  emperor,  who  then 
refided  at  Milan,  was  furprifed  by  the  intelligence  of  the  audacious 
and  wanton  cruelty  of  the  people  of  Theffalonica.     The  fentence  of 
a  difpaffionate  judge  would  have  inflidted  a  fevere  punifhment  on  the 
authors  of  the  crime ;  and  the  merit  of  Botheric  might  contribute  to 
exafperate  the  grief  and  indignation  of  his  mafter.     The  fiery  and' 
choleric  temper  of  Theodofms  was  impatient  of  the  dilatory  form* 
of  a  judicial  enquiry;  and  he  haftily  refolved,  that  the  blood  of  his 
lieutenant  fhould  be  expiated  by  the  blood  of  the  guilty  people.    Yet 
his  mind  ftill  fluftuated  between  the  counfels  of  clemency  and  of 
revenge ;    the  zeal  of  the  bifhops  had  almoft  extorted  from  the  re- 
luftant  emperor  the  promife  of  a  general  pardon  ;    his  paffion  was 
again  inflamed  by  the  flattering  fuggeftions  of  hi,s  minifler  Rufinus  j 
and,  after  Theodofius  had  diipatched  the  meflengers  of  death,  he 
attempted,  when  it  was  too  late,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  his  or- 
ders.    The  punifhment  of  a  Roman  city  was  blindly  committed  to 
the  undiftinguifhing  fword  of  the  Barbarians ;    and  the  hoftile  pre- 
parations were  concerted  with  the  dark  and  perfidious  ai-tifice  of  an 
illegal  confpiracy.     The  people  of  Theflalonica  were  treacheroufly 
invited,  in  the  name  of  their  fovereign,  to  the  games  of  the  Circus : 
and  fuch  was  their  infatiate  avidity  for  thofe  amufements,  that  every 
confideration  of  fear,  or  fufpicion,  was  difregarded  by  the  numerous 
fpedators.     As  feon  as  the  aflembly  was  complete,  the  foldiers,  who 

I  had 
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had  fecretly  been  ported  round  the  Circus,  received  the  fignal,  not    ^^l  ^  P* 
of  the  races,  but  of  a  general  mafllicre.     The  promifcuous  carnage    »— — , — — » 
continued  three  hours,  without  dilcrimination  of  ftrangcrs  or  natives, 
of  age  or  fex,  of  innocence  or  guilt ;    the  moft  moderate  accounts 
ftate  the  number  of  the  flain  at  feven  thoufand  ;  and  it  is  affirmed  by 
fome  writers,  that  more  than  fifteen  thoufand  vidtims  were  facrificed 
to  the  manes  of  Botheric.     A  foreign  merchant,  who  had  probably 
no  concern  in  his  murder,  offered  his  own  Hfe,  and  all  his  wealth, 
■to  fupply  the  place  of  of/e  of  his  two  fons ;    but,  while  the  father 
hefitated  with  equal  tendernefs,  while  he  was  doubtful  to  chufe,  and 
unwilling   to    condemn,    the   foldiers   determined   his   fufpenfe,    by 
plunging  their  daggers  at  the  fame  moment  into  the  breafts  of  the 
defencelefs  youths.     The  apology  of  the  aflliflins,   that  they  were 
obliged  to  produce  the  prefcribed  number  of  heads,  ferves  only  to 
increafe,  by  an  appearance  of  order  and  defign,  the  horrors  of  the 
maffacre,    which   was   executed   by  the  commands   of  Theodofius. 
The  guilt  of  the  emperor  is  aggravated  by  his  long  and  frequent  re- 
iidence  at  Theffalonica.     The  fituation  of  the  unfortunate  city,  the 
afpedt  of  the  ftreets  and  buildings,  the  drefs  and  flices  of  the  inha- 
bitants, were  familiar,  and  even  prefent,  to  his  imagination ;    and 
Theodofms  poiTefTed  a  quick  and  lively  fenfe  of  the  exiftence  of  the 
people  whom  he  deflroyed  *'. 

The  refpedful  attachment  of  the  emperor  for  the  orthodox  clergy,  influenceand 
had  difpofed  him  to  love  and  admire  the  chara£ter  of  Ambrofe  ;  who   Ambrofe"^ 
united  all  the  epifcopal  virtues  in  the  moft  eminent  degree.     The   ^'  ^'  3^^" 
friends  and  miniflers  of  Theodofius  imitated  the  example  of  their 

''    The    original    evidence    of   Ambrofe  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  25.),    Theodoret  (I.  v. 

^tom.  ii.  epift.  li.    p.  998.),    Auguftin    (de  c.  17.),  Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  62.), 

Civitat.  Dei,  v.  26.),  and  PauUnus  (in  Vit.  Cedrenus  (p.  ^ty.),    and  Z.onaras  (torn.  ii. 

Ambrof.  c.  24.),    is  delivered  in  vague  ex-  1.  xiii.  p.  3.)..).     Zoiimus  ^/one,    the  partial 

preffions  of  horror  and  pity.     It  is  illuftrated  enemy  of  1'heodofius    moft   unaccountably 

hy  the  fubfequent  and  unequal  teftimonies  of  pafles  over  in  filence  the  worft  of  his  aftions. 

H  2  fovereign; 
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CHAP,    fovereign  ;   and  he  obferved,  with  more  furprife  than  difpleafure,  that 
^^^^  '      all  his  fecret  counfels  were  immediately  communicated  to  the  arch- 
bilhop  ;  who  adled  from  the  laudable  perfuafion,  that  every  meaiure 
of  civil  government  may  have  fome  connection  with  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  intereft  of  the  true  religion.     The  monks  and  populace 
of  Callinicum,  an  obfcure  town  on  the  frontier  of  Perfia,  excited  by 
their  own  fanaticifm,  and  by  that  of  their  biihop,  had  tumultuoufly 
burnt  a  conventicle  of  the  Valentinians,  and  a  fynagogue  of  the  Jews. 
The  feditious  prelate  was  condemned,  by  the  magiftrate  of  the  pro- 
vince, either  to  rebuild  the  fynagogue,  or  to  repay  the  damage  ;  and 
this  moderate  fentence  was  confirmed  by  the  emperor.     But  it  was 
not  confirmed  by  the  archbilliop  of  Milan  °\     He  dldlated  an  epiftlc 
of   cenfure  and  reproach,   more  fuitable,   perhaps,   if  the   emperor 
had  received  the  mark  of  circumcifion,    and  renounced  the   faith 
of  his  baptifm.      Ambrofe  confiders   the   toleration  of  the  Jev»rifh, 
as  the  perfecution  of  the  Chriftian,  religion;    boldly  declares,  that 
he  himfelf,   and  every  true  believer,  v/ould  eagerly  difpute  with  the 
bifhop  of  Callinicum  the  merit  of  the  deed,  and  the  crown  of  mar- 
tyrdom ;  and  laments,  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms,  that  the  execution 
of  the  fentence  wovild  he  fatal  to  the  fame  and  falvation  of  Theodo- 
fius.     As  this  private  admonition  did  not  produce  an  immediate  ef- 
fedV,  the  archbiihop,  from  his  pulpit  ^\   publicly  addrefled  the  em- 
peror on  his  throne  '^ ;  nor  would  he  confent  to  offer  the  oblation  of 
the  altar,  till  he  had  obtained  from  Theodofius  a  folemn  and  pofitive 
declaration,  which  fecured  the  impunity  of  the  bifliop  and  monks 

'*  See  the  whole  tranfaftion  in  Ambrofe  Chriil.      But    the   peroration    is   direifl    and 

(tom.  ii.  epilK  xl,  xli.    p.  946-956.),    and  perfona). 

his  biographer  Pr.iilinus  (c.  23.).     Eayle  and  '+    Hodie,    Epifcope,    de  me  propofuifti. 

Barbeyrac  (Morales  des  Peres,  c.  xvii.  p.  325,  Ambrofe  modeftly  confeffed  it :  but  he  fternly 

&c.)  have  julHy  condemned  the  archbiihop.  reprimanded  Timefius,  general  of  the  horfe 

''   His  fermon  is  a  ftrange  allegory  of  Je-  and  foot,    who  had  prefumed  to   fay,    that 

remiah's  rod,    of   an    almond-tree,    of  the  the  monks  of  Callinicum  deferved  punifh- 

woman  who  waflied  and  anointed  the  feet  of  ment.. 
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of  Callinicum.     The  recantation  of  Theodofius  was  fincere" ;  and,    ^v^..^,^* 

A.  A  V  1  J. 

during  the  term  of  his  refldence  at  Milan,  his  afiedlion  for  Ambrofe    ' v~  -^ 

was  continually  increafed  by  the  habits  of  pious  and  familiar  con- 
verfation. 

When  Ambrofe  was  informed  of  the  maffacre  of  Theffalonica,  Pennarce  of 
his  mind  was  filled  with  horror  and  anguifli.  He  retired  into  the  a.  D.  390.' 
country  to  indulge  his  grief,  and  to  avoid  the  prefence  of  Theodo- 
fius.  But  as  the  archbifliop  was  fatisfied  that  a  timid  filence  would 
render  him  the  accomplice  of  his  guilt,  he  reprefented,  in  a  private 
letter,  the  enormity  of  the  crime ;  which  could  only  be  effaced  by 
the  tears  of  penitence.  The  epifcopal  vigour  of  Ambrofe  was  tem- 
pered by  prudence ;  and  he  contented  himfelf  with  fignifying  '*  an 
indiredl  fort  of  excommunication,  by  the  aflurance,  that  he  had  been 
warned  in  a  vifion,  not  to  offer  the  oblation  in  the  name,  or  in  the 
prefence,  of  Theodofms  ;  and  by  the  advice,  that  lie  would  confine 
himfelf  to  the  ufe  of  prayer,  without  prefuming  to  approach  the  altar 
of  Chrifi',  or  to  receive  the  holy  eucharift  with  thofe  hands  that  were 
flill  polluted  with  the  blood  of  an  innocent  people.  The  emperor 
was  deeply  affe£led  by  his  own  reproaches,  and  by  thofe  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  father ;  and,  after  he  had  bewailed  the  mifchievous  and  irre- 
parable confequences  of  his  rafh  fury,  he  proceeded,  in  the  accuflomed 
manner,  to  perform  his  devotions  in  the  great  church  of  Milan.  He 
was  flopped  in  the  porch  by  the  archbifliop  ;  who,  in  the  tone  and 
language  of  an  ambaflador  of  Heaven,  declared  to  his  fovereign,  that 
private  contrition  was  not  fufficient  to  atone  for  a  public  fault,  or  to 
appeafe  the  juftice  of  the  offended  Deity.     Theodofuis  liurably  re- 

'5  Yet,  five  years  afterwards,  when  Theo-  looi.  His  Epiftle  is  a  miferable  rhapfody 
dofius  was  abfent  from  his  fpiritual  guide,  he  on  a  noble  fubjeft.  Ambrofe  could  aft  bet- 
tolerated  the  Jews,  and  condemned  the  de-  ter  than  h.-  could  write.  His  compofitions 
ftruftion  of  their  fynagogues.  Cod.  Theodof.  are  dertitute  of  tafte,  or  genius ;  without  the 
K  xvi.  tit.  viii.  leg.  9.  with  Godefroy's  Com-  fpirit  of  TertuUian,  the  copious  elegance  of 
mentary,  tom.  vi.  p.  225.  Laftantius,  the  lively  wit  of  Jerom,  or  the 

^■^    Ambrof.  tom.  ii.    epift.  li.    p.  997—  grave  energy  of  Auguftin. 

prefented,. 
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CHAP,  prerented,  that  if  he  had  contraded  the  guilt  of  homicide,  David, 
the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  hsd  been  guilty,  not  only  of  mur- 
der, but  of  adultery.  "  You  have  imitated  David  in  his  crime, 
"  imitate  then  his  repentance,"  was  the  reply  of  the  undaunted  Am- 
brofe.  The  rigorous  conditions  of  peace  and  pardon  were  accepted  ; 
and  the  public  penuance  of  the  emperor  Theodofms  has  been  re- 
corded as  one  of  the  mod  honourable  events  in  the  annals  of  the 
church.  According  to  the  mildeft  rules  of  ccclefiaftical  difcipline, 
which  were  eftabliflied  in  the  fourth  century,  the  crime  of  homicide 
was  expiated  by  the  penitence  of  twenty  years  " :  and  as  it  was  im- 
poflible,  in  the  period  of  human  life,  to  purge  the  accumulated  guilt 
of  the  malTlvcre  of  Theffalonica,  the  murderer  fhould  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  holy  communion  till  the  hour  of  his  death.  But  the 
archbifhop,  confulting  the  maxims  of  religious  policy,  granted  fomc 
indulgence  to  the  rank  of  his  illuftrious  penitent,  who  humbled  in 
the  duft  the  pride  of  the  diadem ;  and  the  public  edification  might 
be  admitted  as  a  weighty  reafon  to  abridge  the  duration  of  his  pu- 
nifhment.  It  was  fufficient,  that  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  ftrip- 
ped  of  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  fliould  appear  in  a  mournful  and  fup- 
pliant  pofture  ;  and  that,  in  the  midft  of  the  church  of  Milan,  he 
/liould  humbly  folicit,  with  fighs  and  tears,  the  pardon  of  his  fins  '*, 
In  this  fplrltual  cure,  Ambrofe  employed  the  various  methods  of 
mildnefs  and  feverity.  After  a  delay  of  about  eight  months,  Theo- 
dofius  was  reftored  to  the  communion  of  the  faithful ;  and  the  edidt, 
which  intcrpofes  a  falutary  interval  of  thirty  days  between  the  fen- 

"  According  to  the  difcipline  of  St,  Bafil         *'  The  pennance  of  Theodofius  is  authen- 

fCanon   Ivi.),  the   voluntary  homicide  was  ticated  by  Ambrofe  (torn.  vi.  de  Obit.  Theo- 

fbur  years  z  moarner  i /;i'e  an  hearer ; /e'ven  dof,  c.  34.  p.  1207.),  Auguftin  (de  Civitat. 

in  a  proftrate  ftate;    and /our  in  a  Handing  Dei,  v.  26.),  and  Paulinus  (in  Vit.  Ambrof. 

pofture.     I    have    the   original     (Beveridge,  c.    24.).       Socrates    is    ignorant;     Sozomen 

Pandeft.     torn.    ii.    p.    47--151.),     and    a  (1.  vii.  c.  25.)  concife ;  and  the  copious  nar- 

tranflation   (Chardon,  Hill,  des  Saciemens,  rative  of  Theodoret  (1,  v.  c.  18.)  mufl  be 

torn.  iv.    p.  219—2-7.)    of  the  Canonical  ufed  with  precaution. 
Epiftks  of  St.  Bajl. 

tence 
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fence  and  the  execution,  may  be  accepted  as  the  worthy  fruits  of  his    ^  H  A  P. 

repentance  ".     Pofterity  has  applauded  the  virtuous  firmnefs  of  the    ' . ' 

archbifhop :  and  the  example  of  Theodofius  may  prove  the  bene- 
ficial influence  of  thofe  principles,  which  could  force  a  monarch, 
exalted  above  the  apprehenfion  of  human  punifliment,  to  refpeft  the 
laws,  and  minifters,  of  an  invifible  Judge.  "  The  prince,"  lays 
Montefquieu,  "  who  is  adluated  by  the  hopes  and  fears  of  religion, 
"  may  be  compared  to  a  lion,  docile  only  to  the  voice,  and  tradtable 
"  to  the  hand,  of  his  keeper  "'°."  The  motions  of  the  royal  animal 
will  therefore  depend  on  the  inclination,  and  intcreft,  of  the  man 
who  has  acquired  fuch  dangerous  authority  over  him  ;  and  the 
prieft,  who  holds  in  his  hand  the  confcience  of  a  king,  may  inflame, 
or  moderate,  his  fanguinary  paffions.  The  caufe  of  humanity,  and 
that  of  perfecution,  have  been  aflferted,  by  the  fame  Ambrofe,  with 
•equal  energy,  and  with  equal  fuccefs. 

After  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  tyrant  of  Gaul,  the  Roman  Generofityof 
world  was  in  the  poflieflion  of  Theodofius.     He  derived  from  the  a.  D.  388— 
choice    of  Gratian   his    honourable  title   to   the  provinces    of   the  ^^'* 
Eafl :  he  had  acquired  the  Weft  by  the  right  of  conqueft ;  and  the 
three  years,  which  he  fpent  in  Italy,  were  ufefully  employed  to  re- 
ftore  the  authority  of  the  laws ;  and  to  corred  the  abufes,  which  had 
prevailed  with  impunity  under  the  ufurpation  of  Maximus,  and  the 
minority  of  Valentinian.     The  name  of  Valentinian  was  regularly 
inferted  in  the  public  ads :   but  the  tender  age,   and  doubtful  faith, 
of  the  fon  of  Juftina,  appeared  to  require  the  prudent  care  of  an 
orthodox  guardian ;  and  his  fpecious  ambition  might  have  excluded  the 

"  Codex  Theodof.  1.  ix.  tit.  xl.  leg.  13.  •°°  Un  prince  qui  aime  la  religion,  et  quj 

The  date  and  circumftances  of  this  law  are  j^  „^;^j^  ^j^  ^^  jj^^  •  ^^^^  ^  j^  ^^.^  ■ 
perplexed  with  difficulties ;  t)ut  I  reel  myfelf 

inclined  to  favour  the  honell  efforts  of  Tille-  '*  ''^"^'  °"  ''  '^  ''°'''  1"'  I'appaife.     Efprit 

mont  (Hift.  dcs  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  721.)  and  des  Loix,  1.  xxiv.  c.  2. 
Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  i.  p.  578.)' 

unfortunate 
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^Jlftj^'    unfortunate  youth,  without  a  ftruggle,  and  almoft  without  a  murmur, 

AX  Vil. 

»-,  -^ — J  from  the  adminiftration,  and  even  from  the  inheritance,  of  the  em- 
pire. If  Theodofius  had  confulted  the  rigid  maxims  of  intereft  and 
poUcy,  his  condudi  would  have  been  juftified  by  his  friends ;  but  the 
generofity  of  his  behaviour  on  this  memorable  occafion  has  extorted 
the  applaufe  of  his  moft  inveterate  enemies.  He  feated  Valentinian 
on  the  throne  of  Milan ;  and,  without  ftipulating  any  prefent  or 
future  advantages,  reftored  him  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  all  the 
provinces,  from  which  he  had  been  driven  by  the  arms  of  Maximus. 
To  the  reftitution  of  his  ample  patrimony,  Theodofuis  added  the  free, 
and  generous  gift  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Alps,  which  his 
fuccefsful  valour  had  recovered  from  the  affaffin  of  Gratian  "". 
Satisfied  with  the  glory  which  he  had  acquired,  by  revenging 
the  death  of  his  benefadtor,  and  delivering  the  Weft  from  the  yoke 
of  tyranny,  the  emperor  i-eturned  from  Milan  to  Conftantinople ; 
and,  in  the  peaceful  poffeffion  of  the  Eaft,  infcnfibly  relapfed  into 
his  former  habits  of  luxury  and  indolence.  Theodofius  difcharged 
his  obligation  to  the  brother,  he  indulged  his  conjugal  tendernefs  to 
the  fifter,  of  Valentinian :  and  pofterity,  which  admires  the  pure 
and  fingular  glory  of  his  elevation,  muft  applaud  his  unrivalled 
generofity  in  the  ufe  of  vlftory. 
Charaaer  of  The  emprefs  Juftina  did  not  long  fui-vive  her  return  to  Italy  ;  and, 
A.  D.  -Qi.'  though  Ihe  beheld  the  triumph  of  Theodofius,  fhe  was  not  allowed 
to  infiuence  the  government  of  her  fon  '°\  The  pernicious  attach- 
ment to  the  Arian  fe£l,  which  Valentinian  had  imbibed  from  her 
example  and  inftruftions,  was  foon  erafed  by  the  leflx)ns  of  a  more 
orthodox  education.  His  growing  zeal  for  the  faith  of  Nice,  and 
his  filial  reverence  for  the  charaiSter,   and  authority,   of  Ambrofe, 

^°'   T«r,  ^ap  T«.:  iv^(y,r^..  y.c.Or:xov  .J^a  £.,.«..     happinefs  of  exprefiion.^  Valentinianum  .... 

,  .,       r   r^   r  1-     rir    mifericordiflima  vcn  ratione  rcflituit. 

IS   the  niweard    praile    or    Zolimus    himlelt         ,0,    ^  ,      ..  ._.      , 

'^^         ^  °     Sozornen,  I.  vu.  c.  14.     His  chrono- 

(1.  iv.  p.  267.).     Auguflin   fays,  with   feme     logy  is  very  irregular. 

2  dlfpofed 


> 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  5^7 

dirpofed   the  Catholics  to   entertain  the  mofl:  favourable  opniion  of   CHAP. 

XXVII. 
the  virtues  of  the  young  emperor  of  the  Weft  '°\     They  applauded 

his  chaftity  and  temperance,  his  contempt  of  pleafurc,  his  applica- 
tion to  bufmefs,  and  his  tender  affeftion  for  his  two  fifters ;  which 
could  not,  however,  feduce  his  impartial  equity  to  pronounce  an 
unjuft  fentence  againil  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjeits.  But  this  amiable 
youth,  before  he  had  accompliilied  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age, 
was  opprefled  by  domeftic  treafon ;  and  the  empire  was  again  in- 
volved in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  Arbogaftes  '°'^,  a  gallant  foldier 
of  the  nation  of  the  Franks,  held  the  fecond  rank  in  the  fervice  of 
Gratian.  On  the  death  of  his  mafter,  he  joined  the  ftandard  of 
Theodofius  ;  contributed,  by  his  valour  and  militaiy  condud:,  to  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  tyrant ;  and  was  appointed,  after  the  vidlory, 
mafter-general  of  the  armies  of  Gaul.  His  real  merit,  and  apparent 
fidelity,  had  gained  the  confidence  both  of  the  prince  and  people ; 
his  boundlefs  liberality  corrupted  the  allegiance  of  the  troops ;  and, 
whilft  he  was  univerfally  efteemed  as  the  pillar  of  the  ftate,  the  bold 
and  crafty  Barbarian  was  fecretly  determined,  either  to  rule,  or  to 
ruin,  the  empire  of  the  Weft.  Tlie  important  commands  of  the 
army  were  diftributed  among  the  Franks  ;  the  creatures  of  Arbo- 
gaftes were  promoted  to  all  the  honours  and  offices  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment ;  the  progrefs  of  the  conCpiracy  removed  every  faithful 
ferviint  from  the  prefence  of  Valentinian  ;  and  the  emperor,  without 
power,  and  without  intelligence,  infenfibly  funk  into  the  precarious 
and  dependent  condition  of  a  captive  '°'.     The  indignation  which  he 

'°3    See  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  de  Obi'.  Va-         '°-^    Zofimus    (I.  iv.  p.  275,)  praifes  the 

lentinian.    c.   15,   &c.    p.  1178;    c.  36,  &c.  enemy  of  Theodofius.     But  he  is  detefted  by 

p.  1 1 84.).     When  the  young  emperor  gave  Socrates    (I.  v.   c.  25.)    and  Orofius   (1.  vii. 

an   enteriainment,  he  failed  himfelf :   he  re-  c.  35-)- 

fufed  to  fee  an  handfome  adrefs,  S:c.     Since         '°5  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.   c.  9.  p.  165. 

he  ordered  his  wild  beafts  to  be  killed,  it  is  in   the  fecond  volume   of  the  Hiltorians   of 

ungenerous  in  Philoftorgius  (1.  xi.  c.  i.)   to  France)   has  prefeived  a  curious  fragment  of 

reproach  him  with  the  love  of  that  amufe-  Sulpicius  Alexander,    an  hiftorian  far  mors 

nient.  valuable  than  himfelf. 

Vol.  III.  I  exprefled, 
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CHAP,    exprefled,  though  it  might  arifc  only  from  tlie  rafh  and  impatient 

'-I  -y 1    temper  of  youth,  may  be  candidly  afcribed  to  the  generous  fpirit  of 

a  prince,  who  felt  that  he  was  not  unworthy  to  reign.  He  fecretly 
invited  the  archbifhop  of  Milan  to  undertake  the  office  of  a  media- 
tor ;  as  the  pledge  of  his  fmcerity,  and  the  guardian  of  his  fafety. 
He  contrived  to  apprife  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  of  his  helplefs  fitu- 
ation  ;  and  he  declared,  that,  unlefs  Theodofms  could  fpeedily  march 
to  his  affiftance,  he  mufl  attempt  to  efcape  from  the  palace,  or  rather 
prifon,  of  Vienna  in  Gaul,  where  he  had  imprudently  fixed  his  re— 
fidence  in  the  midft  of  the  hoftile  fadtion.  But  the  hopes  of  relief 
were  diftant,  and  doubtful ;  and,  as  every  day  furniihed  feme  new 
provocation,  the  emperor,  without  ftrength  or  counfel,  too  haftily 
refolved  to  rifk  an  immediate  contefl:  with  his  powerful  general. 
He  received  Arbogaftes  on  the  throne  ;  and,  as  the  count  approached 
with  fome  appearance  of  refpedl,  delivered  to  him  a  paper,  which 
difmiffed  him  from  all  his  employments.  "  My  authority,"  replied 
Arbogaftes  with  infulting  coolnefs,  "  does  not  depend  on  the  fmile, 
*'  or  the  frow^n,  of  a  monarch  ;"  and  he  contemptuously  threw  the 
paper  on  the  ground.  The  indignant  monarch  fnatched  at  the  fword 
of  one  of  the  guards,  which  he  ftruggled  to  draw  from  its  fcabbard ; 
and  it  was  not  without  fome  degree  of  violence  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  ufmg  the  deadly  weapon  againft  his  enemy,  or  againfl 
His  death,  himfelf.  A  few  days  after  this  extraordinary  quarrel,  in  which  he 
May  15.  '  had  expofed  his  refentment  and  his  weaknefs,  the  vmfortunate  Va- 
lentinian  was  found  ftrangled  in  his  apartment ;  and  fome  pains 
were  employed  to  difguife  the  manifeft  guilt  of  Arbogaftes,  and  to 
perfuade  the  world,  that  the  death  of  the  young  emperor  had  been 
the  voluntary  effecl:  of  his  own  delpair  "^     His  body  v/as  conduifled 

'°^  Godefroy  (DiiTertat.  ad  Philoftorg.  The  variations,  and  the  ignorance,  of  con- 
p.  429  — 434.)  hss  diligently  collefted  all  the  temporary  Y/i'iterf,  prove  that  it  was  fe- 
tirc'jmflaDces  of  the  death  of  Vu'entinian  II.     cret. 

with 
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with  decent  pomp  to  the   fcpukhre  of  Mihm  ;   oncl   the  archbilhon    ^  '^  -'^  ^• 

.  ^         XXVJf. 

pronounced  a  funeral   oration  to  commcmox-ate   his  virtue,  and  his    \_-.,-  >-> 

misfortunes  '°\  On  this  occafion,  the  humanity  of  Ambrofe  tempted 
him  to  make  a  fingular  breach  in  his  theological  fyftem  ;  and  to  com- 
fort the  weeping  fifters  of  Valentinian,  by  the  firm  affurance,  that 
their  pious  brother,  though  he  had  not  received  the  facrament  of  bap- 
tifm,  wras  introduced,  without  difficulty,  into  the  manfions  of  eternal 

biifs  •°^ 

The  prudence  of  Arbogaftes  had  prepared  the  fuccefs  of  his  ambi-   Ufurpatlon 

r  ...  .  ofEugcnius, 

tious  defigns  :  and  the  provincials,  in  whofe  breafts  every  fentiment  A.  D.  392— 
of  patriotifm  or  loyalty  was  extinguifhed,  e:cpe£l:ed,  with  tame  re- 
iignation,  the  unknown  mafter,  whom  the  choice  of  a  Frank  might 
place  on  the  Imperial  throne.  But  fome  remains  of  pride  and  pre- 
judice ftill  oppofed  the  eleA^ation  of  Arbogaftes  himfelf;  and  the  ju- 
dicious Barbarian  thought  it  more  advifable  to  reign  under  the  name 
of  fome  dependent  Roman.  He  beftowed  the  purple  on  the  rheto- 
rician Eugenius  '°' ;  whom  he  had  already  raifed  from  the  place  of  his 
domeftic  fecretary,  to  the  rank  of  mafter  of  the  offices.  In  the 
courfe  both  of  his  private  and  public  fervice,  the  count  had  ahvays 
approved  the  attachment  and  ablUties  of  Eugenius  ;  his  learning  and 
eloquence,  fupported  by  the  gravity  of  his  manners,  recommended 
him  to  the  efteem  of  the  people  ;  and  the  reludlance,  with  which  he 
feemed  to  afcend  the  throne,  may  infpire   a  favourable  pi'ejudice  of 

'°'  De  Obitu  Valentinian.  torn.  ii.  p.  1 1  "3         '°s  Quem   fibi   Germanus  famulum  dele- 

—  1196.  He  is  forced  to  fpeak  a  difcreet  and  gerat  exul, 

obfcure  language  :    yet    he    is   much    boL'jr     jj     d^e    contemptuous    exprefTion    of    Clau- 

than  any  layman,  or  perhaps  any  other  eccle-     j- /■      /->     r    rj  \       it 

■'      ■'         >      f        t       J  dian  (iv  Conl.  Hon.  74.).     bugenius  pro- 

fiaftic,  would  have  dared  to  be.  r  n-  j    /->l  -n-     •  i_        1  •     r  i_ 

,,,„  „  _„  feJied    Chnitianity :     but    his    lecret    attach- 

'^^  See  c.    51.   p.  1188.   c.    75.    p.  1193.  ^ 

Dom.  Chardon  (Hift.  dcs  Sacremcns,  torn.  i.  '"'^"^  ^°  Paganifm  (Sozomen,   1.   vii.   c.    22. 

p.  86.),  who  owns   that    St.   Ambrofe   moft  Philoftorg.  I.  xi.  c.  2.)  is  probable  in  a  gram- 

ilrenuoufly  maintains  the  indifpenfabk  necef-  marian,  and   would  fecure  the  friendlhip  of 

fity  of  baptifm,  labours  to  recoucile  thecon-  Zofimus  (1,  iv.  p.  276,  277.). 
tradiflion, 

I  2  his 


Co  '  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP,    his  virtue  and  moderation.     The  ambaffadors  of  tlie   new  emperor 

XXVII. 
\_-,-Lf    were  immediately  difpatched  to  the  court  of  Theodofms,  to  commu- 
nicate, with  affedted  grief,  the  unfortunate  accident  of  the  death  of 
Valentinian ;   and,  without  mentioning  the  name  of  y\rbogaftes,  to 
requeft,  that  the  monarch  of  the  Eall  would  embrace,  as  his  lawful 
colleague,  the  refpedlable  citizen,  who  had  obtained  the  unanimous 
fuffrage  of  the  armies   and  provinces  of  the  Weft.  "°.     Theodofms 
was  juftly  provoked,  that  the  perfidy  of  a   Barbarian  Ihould  have 
deftroyed,   in  a  moment,  the  labours,  and  the  fruit,  of  his   former 
vidory  ;  and  he  was  excited  by  the  tears  of  lils  beloved  wife  '",  to 
revenge  the  fiite  of  her  unhappy  brother,  and  once  more  to  aflert  by 
arms  the  violated  majefty  of  the  throne.     But  as  the  fecond  conquefl: 
of  the  Well  was  a  tafk  of  difficulty  and  danger,  he  difmlfled,  with 
fplendid   prefents,   and   an    ambiguous    anfwer,  the  ambafladors  of 
Eugenius  ;   and  almoft  two  years  were  confumed  in  the  preparations 
Theodofms      of  the  clvll  war.     Before  he  formed  any  decifive  refolution,  the  pious 
pr^paics  or     gj^pgj.Qj^.  -^y^^  auxlous  to   difcovcr   the  will  of  heaven  ;  and  as  the 
progrefs  of  Chrlftianity  had  filenced  the  oracles  of  Delphi  and  Do- 
dona,  he  confulted  an  Eyptlan  monk,  who  poflefled,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  age,  the   gift  of  miracles,    and   the   knowledge   of  futurity. 
Eutropius,    one    of  the  favourite  eunuchs   of   the    palace  of   Con- 
ftantinople,  embarked  for  Alexandria,  from  whence  he  failed  up  the 
Nile  as  far  as  the  city  of  Lycopolis,  or  of  Wolves,  in  the   remote 
province  of  Thebals  '■'\     In  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  on 

"°  Zofimus    (1.  iv.  p. 278.)  mentfons  this         "^  Lycopolis  is  the  modern  Siut,  or  Ofiot, 

cmbaiTy  ;  but  he  is  diverted  by  another  flory  a  town  of  Said,   about  the  fize  of  St.  Denys, 

from  relating  the  event.  which  drives  a  profitable  trade  with  the  king- 

*""  Sf  £Ta^a|£»  Ji  THTK  ^-aftsTn  TaM.a.  to.  /?ao-i-  dom  of  Sennaar  ;  and  has  a  very  convenient 

>.iia  ^o■»  a.'hih(pm  oTiof  yjoftsr/:.     Zofim.    1.  iv.  p..  fountain,  "  cujus  potu  figna  virginitatis  eri- 

277.     He    afterwards    fays    (p.    280.),    that  "  piuntur."     See  d'Anville,  D?fcription  de 

Galla  died  in  childbed  ;  and  intimates,  that  I'Egypte,  p.  181,     Abulfeda,  Defcript.  j£- 

the  afflidlion  of  her  hulhand  was  extreme,  but  gyp.  p.    14.    and  the  curious  Annotations, 

fliort.  p.  25.92.  of  his  editor  Michaelis. 
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the  fummit  of  a  lofty  mountain,  the  Iioly  John  '"  had  conftrudbed,    ^  ^  ^  ^- 

with  his  own  hands,  an  humble  cell,  in  which  he  had  dwelt  above    w..  -.—  ^ 

fifty  years,  without  opening  his  door,  without  feeing  the  face  of  a 

woman,  and  without  tailing  any  food  that  had  been  prepared  by  fire, 

or  any  human  art.     Five  days  of  the  week  he  fpent  in  prayer  and 

meditation  ;  but  on  Saturdays   and   Sundays   he  regularly  opened  a 

fmall  window,  and  gave  audience  to  the  crowd  of  fuppliants,  who 

fucceflively  flowed  from   every  part  of  the  Chriftian  world.     The 

eunuch  of  Theodofms  approached  the  window  with  refpediful  fleps, 

propofed  his  queftions  concerning  the  event  of  the  civil  war,  and  foon 

returned   with   a   favo'arable  oracle,  which  animated  the  courage  of 

the  emperor  by  the  afliirance  of  a  bloody,  but  infallible,  viclory  "*. 

The   accomplifliment  of  the   predidion   was  forwarded   by   all  the 

means  that  human  prudence  could  fupply.     The  induftry  of  the  two 

mafter-generals,  Stilicho  and  Timafius,  was  direded  to  recruit  the 

numbers,  and  to  revive  the  difcipline,  of  the  Roman  legions.     The 

formidable  troops  of  Barbarians  marched  under  the  enfigns   of  their 

national  chieftains.     The   Iberian,    the  Arab,    and   the   Goth,  who 

gazed  on  each  other  with  mutual  aftonifliment,  were  inlifted  In  the 

fervice  of  the  fame  prince  ;  and  the  renowned  Alaric  acquired,  in  the 

fchool  of  Theodofms,  the  knowledge   of  the   art  of  v/ar,  which  he 

afterwards  fo  fatally  exerted  for  the  deftrudion  of  Rome  '". 

The   Emperor  of  the  Weft,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  his  ge-   His  viflory 

neral  Arbogaftes,  was  inftruded  by  the  mifcondud  and  misfortune  of  "lus,   "^'^' 

A.  D.  394, 

"^  The  life  of  John  of  Lycopolis  is  de-  the  Egyptian  dreams,  and  the  oracles  of  the 

fcrlbed    by   his  two  friends,  Rufiniis    (1.  ii.  Nile. 

c.  I.  p.  449.)    and   Palladius  (Hi:l.  Laufiac.  "'    Zofimus,    1.   iv.    p.    2S0.       Socrates, 

c.  43.  p.  738.),  in  Rofweyde's  great  Collec-  1.  vii.   10.     Alaric  himfelf  (de  Bell.  Getico, 

rion  of  the  Vitae  Patriim.    Tillemont  (Mem.  524.)   dwells  with  more  com 'ilacency  on  his 

Ecclef.  torn.  x.  p.  718.  720.)  has  fettled  the  early  exploits  againft  the  Romans, 

chronology.  Tot  Augultus  Hebro  qui  tcfte  fugavi. 

"*  Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  22.     Claudian  (in  Yn   his  vanity  could    fcarcely   have  proved 

Eutrop.  1.   i.   312.)   mentions    the    eunuch's  this //«rrt//.^  of  flying  emperors.. 
journey  :  but  he  moil  contemptuoufly  derides 

'  Maxlmus^ 
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CHAP.  Maxhnus,  how  dangerous  it  might  prove  to  extend  the  line  of  de- 
fence againft  a  fkilfiil  antagonift,  who  was  free  to  prels,  or  to 
fufpend,  to  contradl,  or  to  multiply,  his  various  methods  of  at- 
tack "^  Arbogaftes  fixed  his  ftation  on  the  confines  of  Italy : 
the  troops  of  Theodofius  were  permitted  to  occupy,  without  re- 
fiftance,  the  provinces  of  Pannoma,  as  far  as  the  foot  of  the  Julian 
Alps ;  and  even  the  pafles  of  the  mountains  were  negligently,  or 
perhaps  artfully,  abandoned,  to  the  bold  invader.  He  defcended 
from  the  hills,  and  beheld,  with  fome  aftonifhment,  the  formidable 
camp  of  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  that  covered  with  arms  and  tents 
the  open  country,  which  extends  to  the  walls  of  Aquileia,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Frigidus  '",  or  Cold  River  "\  This  narrow  theatre  of 
the  war,  circumfcribed  by  the  Alps  and  the  Hadriatic,  did  not  allow 
much  room  for  the  operations  of  military  fkill ;  the  fpirit  of  Arbo- 
gaftes would  have  difdained  a  pardon  ;  his  guilt  extinguifhed  the 
hope  of  a  negoclation  :  and  Theodofius  was  impatient  to  fatisfy  his 
glory  and  revenge,  by  the  chaftifement  of  the  aflaflins  of  Valenti- 
nian.  Without  weighing  the  natural  and  artificial  obftacles  that  op- 
pofed  his  efforts,  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  immediately  attacked  the 
fortifications  of  his  rivals,  affigned  the  poft  of  honourable  danger  to 
the  Goths,  and  cheriflied  a  fecret  wifh,  that  the  bloody  confiitft  might 
diminilh  the  pride  and  numbers  of  the  conquerors.  Ten  thoufivnd 
of  thofe  auxiliaries,  and  Bacurius,  general  of  thelbeiians,  died  bravely 
on  the  field  of  battle.     But  the  victory  was  not  purchafed  by  their 

"*  Claudian  (in  iv  Conf.  Honor.  77,  &c.)  "''  TheFrigiJus,  a  fmall,  though  memo- 

contraftj  the  military  plans  of  the  two  ufurp-  rable,  ftream  in  the  country  of  Goretz,  now 

crs.  called  the  Vipao,   f;ills  into  the   Sontius,  or 

....  Nov  has  audere  priorem  Lifonzo,   above   Aquileia,   fome    miles   from 

Suadebat;  cauiumque  dabant  exempla  fe-  the  Hadri.tic.     See  d'Anville's  Ancient  and 

qu'inem.  Moderr    Maps,    and   the  Italia   Antiqua  of 

Hie   nova  moliri    prasceps :    hie    quxrere  Cluverius  (torn,  i-   p.  188.). 

tutus  '"  Claudian's  wit  is  intolerable  :  the  fnow 

Proviuus.    Hicfufis;  colleftis  viribus  il!e.  was  dyed  red  ;   the  cold  river  fmoaJ;ed  ;  and 

Hie   vagus  excurrens  ;    hie  intra  clauftra  the  channel  muft  have   been   choaked  with 

reduftus  carcafl'es,  if  the  current  had  not  been  fwelled 

PiJlimiles ;  fed  morte  pares. ....  with  blood. 

blood  J 
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blood  ;  tlie  Gauls  maintained  their  advantage ;  and  the  approach  C  H  A  P. 
of  night  protedled  the  difordei'ly  flight,  or  retreat,  of  the  troops 
of  Theodofius.  The  emperor  retired  to  the  adjacent  hills  ;  where 
he  pafTed  a  difconfolate  night,  without  fleep,  without  provifions, 
and  without  hopes  "' ;  except  that  flrong  alfurance,  which,  under 
the  moft  defperate  circumflances,  the  independent  mind  may- 
derive  from  the  contempt  of  fortune  and  of  life.  The  triumph 
of  Eugenius  was  celebrated  by  the  infolent  and  diflblute  joy  of 
his  camp ;  whilfl;  the  a£live  and  vigilant  Arbogaftes  fecrctly  de- 
tached a  coniiderable  body  of  troops  to  occupy  the  pafles  of  the 
mountains,  and  to  encompafs  the  rear  of  the  Eaflern  army.  The 
dawn  of  day  difcovered  to  the  eyes  of  Theodofius  the  extent  and 
the  extremity  of  his  danger  :  but  his  apprehenfions  were  foon  dif- 
pelled,  by  a  friendly  meflage  from  the  leaders  of  thofe  troops,  who 
expreffed  their  inclination  to  defert  the  ftandard  of  the  tyi-ant.  The 
honourable  and  luci-ative  rewards,  which  they  flipulated  as  the  price 
of  their  perfidy,  were  granted  without  hefitation ;  and  as  ink  and 
paper  could  not  eafily  be  procured,  the  emperor  fubfcribed,  on  his 
own  tablets,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  fpirit  of  his  foldiers 
was  revived  1^  this  feafonable  reinforcement  :  and  they  again 
marched,  with  confidence,  to  furprife  the  camp  of  a  tyrant,  whofe 
principal  officers  appeared  to  diftruft,  either  the  juftice,  or  the  fuccefs, 
of  his  arms.  In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  a  violent  tempeft  '"°,  fuch  as 
is  often  felt  among  the  Alps,  fuddenly  arofe   from  the  Eaft.      The 

"s  Theodoret  aiErras,   that  St.  John,  and  ^olusarmatas  hyemes  j  cui  militat^ther, 

St.    Philip,    appeared    to    the    waking,    or  Ec  coiijurati  veniunt  ad  claiiica  venti. 

fleeping,  emperor,  on  horfeback,  &:c.    This  Thefe  famous  lines  of  Claudian  (in  iii  Conf. 

is  the  firftinftance  of  apoftolie  chivalry,  which  Honor.  93,  &c.  A.  D.  396.)  are  alleged  by- 

afterwards  became  fo  popular  in  Spain,  and  hia  contemporaries,    Auguftin   and  Orofius :. 

in  the  Crufadcs.  who  fuppreis  the  Pagan  deity  of  ^olus ;  and 

"°  Te  propter,  gelidis  Aquilo  de  monte  add  fo:r.e  circumftances  from  the  information 

procellis  of  eye-witnefies.     Within  four  months  after 

Obruit  adverfas  acies ;  revolutaque  tela  the  viftory,  it  was  compared  by  Ambrofe  to- 

Vertitin  audicres,  etturbinereppulit  haftas.  the  miraculous  vidories  of  Mofes  and  Jofhua. 

O  nimium  dilectc  Deo,  cui  fundit  ab  antns 

^  army 
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CHAP,    army  of  Theodofius  was  fheltered  by  their  pofition  from  the  impe- 

XXV'II. 

tuofity  of  the   wind,  which  blew  a  cloud  of  duft  in  the  faces  of  the 

enemy,  difordered  their  ranks,  wrefted  their  weapons  from  their 
hands,  and  diverted,  or  repelled,  their  ineffedtual  javelins.  This 
accidental  advantage  was  Ikilfully  improved  ;  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
was  magnified  by  the  fuperftitious  terrors  of  the  Gauls  ;  and  they 
yielded  without  fhame  to  the  invifible  powers  of  heaven,  who  feemed 
to  militate  on  the  fide  of  the  pious  emperor.  His  vidory  was  de- 
cifive ;  and  the  deaths  of  his  two  rivals  were  diftinguifhed  only  by 
the  difference  of  their  charaders.  The  rhetorician  Eugenius,  who 
had  almoft  acquired  the  dominion  of  the  world,  was  reduced  to 
imolore  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror ;  and  the  unrelenting  foldiers 
feparated  his  head  from  his  body,  as  he  lay  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
Theodofius.  Arbogaftes,  after  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  in  which  he  had 
difcharged  the  duties  of  a  foldier  and  a  general,  wandered  feveral 
days  among  the  mountains.  But  when  he  was  convinced,  that  his 
caufe  was  defperate,  and  his  efcape  impracticable,  the  intrepid  Bar- 
barian imitated  the  example  of  the  ancient  Romans,  and  turned  his 
fword  againft  his  own  breaft.  The  fate  of  the  empire  was  deter- 
mined in  a  narrow  corner  of  Italy ;  and  the  legitimate  fiiccefibr  cf 
the  houfe  of  Valentinian  embraced  the  archbiihop  of  MiLn,  and 
gracioully  received  the  fubmiflion  of  the  provinces  of  the  Weft. 
Thofe  provinces  were  involved  in  the  guilt  of  rebellion  ;  while  the 
iuflexible  courage  of  Ambrofe  alone  had  refifted  the  cUiims  of  fuccefs- 
ful  ufurpation.  With  a  manly  freedom,  which  might  have  been 
fatal  to  any  other  fubjeft,  the  archbifhop  rejedled  the  gifts  of  Euge- 
nius, declined  his  correfpondence,  and  withdrew  himfelf  from  Milan, 
to  avoid  the  odious  prefence  of  a  tyrant ;  whofe  downfal  he  predidled 
in  difcreet  and  ambiguous  language.  The  mcrli  of  Ambrofe  was 
applauded  by  the  conqueror,  who  fecured  the  attachment  of  the 
people  by  his  alliance  with  the  church  ;  and  the  clemency  of  Theo- 

4  doCus 
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dofius  Is  afcrlbcd  to  the  humane  interceflion  of  the  archbifliop  of    C  H  A  P. 

Milan  '".  K^JL, 

Aftei-  the  defeat  of  Euffenius,  the  merit,  as  well  as  the  authority,   ^^-'^'^  °^ 

■■  ■'        Theodofius, 

of  Theodofius  was  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  A.  D.  39;, 
the  Roman  world.     The  experience  of  his  paft  condudl  encouraged  '* 

the  moft  pleafing  expedations  of  his  future  reign  ;  and  the  age  of  the 
emperor,  which  did  not  exceed  fifty  yearp,  feemed  to  extend  the 
profpe£l  of  the  public  felicity.  His  death,  only  four  months  after  his 
■vi£lory,  was  confidered  by  the  people  as  an  unforefeen  and  fatal 
event,  which  deftroyed,  in  a  moment,  the  hopes  of  the  rifing  ge- 
neration. But  the  indulgence  of  eafe  and  luxury  had  fecretly  nourifla- 
ed  the  principles  of  dil'eafe '".  The  ftrength  of  Theodofius  was  unable 
to  fupport  the  hidden  and  violent  tranfition  from  the  palace  to  the 
camp  ;  and  the  increafing  fymptoms  of  a  dropfy  announced  the 
fpeedy  diflblution  of  the  emperor.  The  opinion,  and  perhaps  the 
intereft,  of  the  public  had  confirmed  the  divifion  of  the  Eaftern  and 
Weftern  empires ;  and  the  two  royal  youths,  Arcadius  and  Hono- 
rius,  who  had  already  obtained,  from  the  tendernefs  of  their  father, 
the  title  of  Auguftus,  were  deftined  to  fill  the  thrones  of  Conftantinople 
and  of  Rome.  Thofe  princes  M'^ere  not  permitted  to  ihare  the  danger 
and  glory  of  the  civil  war'";  but  as  foon  as  Theodofius  had  triumphed 
over  his  unworthy  rivals,  he  called  his  younger  fon,  Honorius,  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  vidory,  and  to  receive  the  fceptre  of  the  Weft 

'"  The  events  of  this  civil  war  are  gather-  by  Phlloftorgius  (1    xi.  c.  2.)  as  the  c/Fedl  of 

cdfroOT  Ambrofe(toni.ii.epift  Ixii.  p.iozz  ),  floth  and  intemperance:     for  which  Photi  us 

Pauliiius  (in  Vit.  Ambrof.  c.  26     34-)j  Au-  calls  him  an  impudent  liar  (Godefroy,Diflbrt. 

gultin  (de  Civitat.  Dei,  v.    26.),   Oicfius  (1.  p.  438.). 

vii.  c.  35.),  Sozomen  (L  vii.  c.  24.),  Theo-         '■'  Zofimus  fupppfes,  that  the  boy  Hono- 

doret(l.  V.  c.  24.),   Zoiimus  (1.  iv.  p    281,  rius  accompanied  his  father  (I.  iv.  p.  2S0.). 

282."),   Claudian  (in  iii  Conf.  Hon   63      105.  Yet  the,  quanto  flagrahant  peftora  veto,  isall 

in   iv  Conf,  Hon.  70—1  17.),  and  tne  Chro-  that  flattery  would  allow  to  a  contemporary 

nicies  piib'Khed  by  dcaiig  r.  poet;  who  clearly  defcribcs    the    emperor's 

'"  Thisdifeafp,  afcribed  by  Socrates  (I.  v.  refufal,  and   the  journey  of  Honorius,  a/ier 

c.  26.)  to  the  fatigues  of  war,  is  reprelcnted  the  viftory  (Claudian  in  iii  Conf.  78  —  125.). 

Vol.  III.  K  from 
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CHAP,    from  the  hands   of  his  dying  fother.     The   arrival  of  Honoriiis  at 

X  X  V  J 1  - 

c  .~w '    Milan  was  welcojnrd  by  a  fplendid  exhibition  of  the  games  of  the 

Circus;  and  the  emperor,  though  he  was  opprefled  by  the  weight  of 
his  diforder,  contributed  by  his  prefence  to  the  public  joy.  But  the 
remains  of  his  ftrength  were  exhaufted  by  the  painful  effort,  which  he 
made,  to  aflift  at  the  fpe(£tacles  of  the  morning.  Honorius  fupplied, 
during  the  reft  of  the  day,  the  place  of  his  father  ;  and  the  great 
Theodofius  expired  in  the  enfuing  night.  Notwithftanding  the  recent 
animolities  of  a  civil  war,  his  death  was  univerfally  lamented.  The 
Barbarians,  whom  he  had  vanquiftied,  and  the  churchmen,  by  whom 
he  had  been  fubdued,  celebrated,  with  loud  and  fmcere  applaufe, 
the  qualities  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  which  appeared  the  moft  va- 
luable in  their  eyes.  The  Romans  were  terrified  by  the  impending 
dangers  of  a  feeble  and  divided  adminiftration  ;  and  every  difgrace- 
ful  moment  of  the  unfortunate  reigns  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  re- 
vived the  memory  of  their  irreparable  lofs. 

Corruption  In  the  faithful  picture  of  the  virtues  of  Theodofius,  his   imper- 

of  the  times. 

fedlions  have  not  been  diflembled  ;  the  ad:  of  cruelty,  and  the  habits 
of  indolence,  which  tarniflied  the  glory  of  one  of  the  greateft  of 
the  Roman  princes.  An  hiftorian,  perpetually  adverfe  to  the  fame 
of  Theodofius,  has  exaggerated  his  vices,  and  their  pernicious  efFedls ; 
he  boldly  afferts,  that  every  rank  of  fubjefts  imitated  the  effeminate 
manners  of  their  fovereign  ;  that  every  fpecies  of  corruption  pof- 
luted  the  courfe  of  public  and  private  life  ;  and  that  the  feeble  reftraints 
of  order  and  decency  were  infufficient  to  refift  the  progrefs  of  that 
degenerate  fpirit,  which  facrifices,  without  a  blufh,  the  confideration 
of  duty  and  intereft  to  the  bafe  indulgence  of  floth  and  appetite  "*. 
The  complaints  of  contemporary  writers,  who  deplore  the  increafe  of 
luxury,  and  depravation  of  manners,  are  commonly  expreffive  of 
their  peculiar  temper  and  fituation.     There  are  few  obfervers,  who 

'*♦  Zoflmus,  I.  iv.  p.  244. 

pofTefs 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRH.  67 

pofTefs  a  clear  and  comprehenfive  view  of  the  revolutrons  of  fociety  ;     ^JIA,^' 

X  A-  V  Jl. 

and  who  are  capable  of  dlfcovering  the  nice  and  fecret  fprings  of  v.  — » — ^ 
GClion,  which  impel,  in  the  lame  uniform  direction,  the  blind  and 
capricious  paffions  of  a  multitude  of  individuals.  If  it  can  be  affirm- 
ed, with  any  degree  of  truth,  that  the  luxury  of  the  Romans  was 
more  fliamclefs  and  dillblute  in  the  reign  of  Theodofius  than  in  the 
age  of  Conflantine,  perhaps,  or  of  Auguftus,  the  alteration  cannot 
be  afcribed  to  any  beneficial  improvements,  which  had  gradually 
increafed  the  flock  of  national  riches.  A  long  period  of  calamitv  ov 
decay  mud  have  checked  the  induflry,  and  diminlflied  the  wealth, 
of  the  people  ;  and  their  profufe  luxury  muft  haA'e  been  the  refult 
of  that  indolent  dcfpair,  which  enjoys  the  prefent  hour,  and  declines 
the  thoughts  of  futurity.  The  uncertain  condition  of  their  property 
difcouraged  the  fubjedts  of  Theodofius  from  engaging  in  thofe  ufeful 
and  laborious  undertakings,  which  require  an  immediate  expence, 
and  promife  a  flow  and  diftant  advantage.  The  frequent  examples 
of  ruin  and  defolation  tempted  them  not  to  fpare  the  remains  of  a 
patrimony,  Avhlch  might,  every  hour,  become  the  prey  of  the  rapa- 
cious Goth.  And  the  mad  prodigality  which  prevails  in  the  con- 
fufion  of  a  ftiipwreck,  or  a  fiege,  may  ferve  to  explain  the  progrefs 
of  luxury  amldft  the  misfortunes  and  terrors  of  a  finking  nation. 

The  effeminate  luxury,  which  infe£ted  the  manners  of  courts  and  The  inhnt-y 
cities,  had  inftilled  a  fecret  and  deftrudlive  poifon  into  the  camps  of  armour. 
the  legions :  and  their  degeneracy  has  been  marked  by  the  pen  of  a 
military  writer,  who  had  accurately  ftudied  the  genuine  and  ancient 
principles  of  Roman  difcipline.  It  is  the  juft  and  important  obfcr- 
vation  of  Vegetius,  that  the  infantry  was  invariably  covered  wiih 
defenfive  armour,  from  the  foundation  of  the  city,  to  the  reign  of 
the  emperor  Gratian.  The  relaxation  of  difcipline,  and  the  difufe 
of  exercife,  rendered  the  foldiers  lefs  able,  and  lefs  willing,  to  fupport 
the  fatigues  of  the  fervice  ;  they  complained  of  the  weight   of  the 

K  2  armour. 
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^  H  A  P.  armour,  which  they  feldom.  wore  ;  and  they  fucceffively  obtained  the 
permifhon  of  laying  afide  both  their  cuIrafTes  and  their  helmets. 
The  heavy  weapons  of  their  anceftors,  the  fhort  fwoi'd,  and  the 
formidable  piium,  which  had  fubdued  the  world,  infenfibly  dropped 
from  their  feeble  hands.  As  the  ufe  of  the  fliield  is  Incompatible 
with  that  of  the  bow,  they  reludtantly  marched  into  the  field;  con- 
demned to  fufFer,  either  the  pain  of  w^ounds,  or  the  ignominy  of 
flight,  and  always  difpofed  to  prefer  the  more  fhameful  alternative. 
The  cavalry  of  the  Goths,  the  Huns,  and  the  Alani,  had  felt  the 
benefits,  and  adopted  the  ufe,  of  defenfive  armour ;  and,  as  they 
excelled  in  the  management  of  miffile  weapons,  they  eafily  over- 
whelmed the  naked  and  trembling  legions,  whofe  heads  and  breads 
were  expofed,  without  defence,  to  the  arrows  of  the  Barbarians. 
The  lofs  of  armies,  the  deftru£tion  of  cities,  and  the  difhcnour  of 
the  Roman  name,  inefFedlually  folicited  the  fucceffors  of  Gratian  to 
reftore  the  helmets  and  cuiraffes  of  the  infantry.  The  enervated 
foldiers  abandoned  their  own,  and  the  public,  defence  ;  and  their  pu- 
fillanimous  Indolence  may  be  confidered  as  the  immediate  caufe  of 
the  downfal  of  the  empire  " 


lis 


"'  Vegetius,  de  Re  Militari,  I.  i.  c.   lo.     he  dedicates  his  book,  is  the  laft  and  moilia- 
The  feries  of  calamities,  which   he  marks,     glorious  of  the  Valentinians» 
compel  us  to  believe,  that  the  Hero,  to  whoiu 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVIIL 


final  DeJiruSiion  of  Paganifm. — IntroduEiion  of  the  TVor^ 
fjip  of  Saints,  aJid  Relics,  ajnong  the  Chrijliam, 

HE  ruin  of  Paganifm,  in   the   age  of  Theodofius,  is  perhaps    CHAP, 
the  only  example  of  the  total  extirpation  of  any  ancient  and      ^^^JJ^- 
popular  fuperflltion  ;   and  may  therefore  deferve  to  be  confidered    as  T"^^  deftruc- 

_,  •        1       ^  •  n  r    1        1  •  '  ''°"  of  the 

a  fmgular  event  m  the  hiltory  ot  the  human  mmd.     The  Chriftians,  Pagan  reli- 
more  efpecially   the   clergy,  had  impatiently  fupported  the  prudent  A.°D.  378— 
delays  of  Conftantine,  and  the  equal  toleration  of  the  elder  Valenti-  ^^^* 
nian  ;  nor   could    they  deem   their   conqueft  perfedl  or   fecure    as 
long  as  their   adverfaries  were   permitted  to  exifl.     The  influence 
which  Ambrofe  and  his  brethren  had  acquired  over  the   youth  of 
G.ratian,  and  the  piety  of  Theodofius,  was  employed   to  infufe  the 
maxims  of  perfecution  into  the  breafts  of  their  Imperial   profelytes. 
Two  fpecious  principles   of  religious  jurifprudence  were  eftabllflied, 
from  whence  they  deduced  a  dired  and  rigorous  conclufion,  againft 
the  fubjedls  of  the  empire,  who  ftill  adhered  to  the  ceremonies  of 
their  anceftors  :  that,  the  magiftrate  is,  in  fome  meafure,  guilty   of 
the  crimes  which  he  negledts  to  proliibit,  or  to  punifh ;  and,  that 
the  idolatrous  worfhip  of  fabulous  deities,  and   real  demons,  is  the 
moft  abominable  crime  againft  the  fupreme  majefty  of  the  Ci-eator. 
The  laws  of  Mofes,  and  the  examples  of  Jewilh  hiftory ',  v/ere  haftily, 

perhaps 

•  St.  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  de  Obit.  Theodof.     the  zeal  of  Jofiah  in  the  deftruaion  of  idola- 
p.  1208.)  exprefsly  praifes  and  recommends     try.     The  language  of  Julius   Firmicus  Ma- 
tern  us 
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State  of  Pa 
ganifm  at 
Rome. 


C  M  A  P.  perhaps  erroneoufly,  applied,  by  the  clergy,  to  the  mild  and  uni- 
verfal  reign  of  Chriftianity  \  The  zeal  of  the  emperors  was  ex- 
cited to  vindicate  their  own  honour,  and  that  of  the  Deity  :  and  the 
temples  of  the  Roman  world  were  fubverted,  about  fixty  years  after 
the  converfion  of  Conftantlne. 

From  the  age  of  Numa,  to  the  reign  of  Gratian,  the  Romans 
preferved  the  regular  fuccefTion  of  the  feveral  colleges  of  the  facer- 
dotal  order  ^  Fifteen  Pontiffs  exercifed  their  fupremejurifdidion 
over  ail  things,  and  perfons,  that  were  confeci'ated  to  the  fers'ice  of 
the  gods ;  and  the  various  qucftions  which  perpetually  arolb  in  a 
loofe  and  traditionary  fyftem,  were  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
their  holy  tribunal.  Fifteen  grave  and  learned  Augurs  obferved 
the  face  of  the  heavens,  and  prefcribed  the  a(3:ions  of  heroes,  accord- 
ing to  the  flight  of  birds.  Fifteen  keepers  of  the  Sybilline  books  (their 
name  of  QuiNDECEMViRS  was  derived  from  their  number)  occa- 
fionally  confulted  the  hiftory  of  future,  and,  as  it  fhould  feem,  of 
contingent,  events.  Six  Vestals  devoted  their  virginity  to  the 
guard  of  the  facred  fire,  and  of  the  unknown  pledges  of  the  duration 
of  Rome ;  w^hich  no  mortal  had  been  fuffered  to  behold  with  im- 
punity *.  Seven  Epulos  prepared  the  table  of  the  gods,  conduded 
the  foiemn  procefTion,  and  regulated  the  ceremonies  of  the  annual 


fernus  on  the  fame  fubjedl  (de  Errore  Profan. 
Relig.  p.  467,  edit.  Gronov.)  is  pioufly  in- 
human. Nee  filio  jubet  (the  Mofaic  Law) 
parci,  nee  fratri,  et  per  amatam  conjugem 
gladium  vindicem  ducit,  &e. 

*  Bayle  (torn.  ii.  p.  406,  in  his  Commen- 
taire  Philofophique)  jitliifies,  and  limits,  thefe 
intolerant  laws  by  the  temporal  reign  of  Je- 
hovah over  the  Jews.  The  attempt  is  laud- 
abk. 

^  See  the  outlines  of  the  Roman  hierarehy 
in  Cicero  (de  Legibus,  ii.  7,  8.),  Livy  (i.  20.), 
Dionyfius  Halicarnaflenfis  (1.  ii.  p.  1 19 — 129. 
-edit.Hudfon),Beaufoit(RepubliqueRom3ine, 


tom.  i.  p.  1  —  90.),  and  Moyle  (vol.  i.  p.  10  — 
55.).  The  laft  is  the  work  of  an  Englifh 
Whig,  as  well  as  of  a  Roman  antiquary. 

""  Thefe  myftic,  and  perhaps  imaginary, 
fymbols  have  given  birth  to  various  fables 
and  conjeftures.  It  feems  probable,  that  the 
Palladium  was  a  fmall  Itatue  (three  cubits  and  ' 
a  half  high)  of  Minerva,  with  a  lance  and 
diltaft";  that  it  was  ufually  inclofed  in  z/eria, 
or  barrel ;  and  that  afimilar  barrel  was. placed 
by  its  fide,  to  difconcert  curiofity,  or  facri- 
lege.  See  Mezeriac  (Comment,  fur  lesEpi- 
tres  d'Ovide,  tom.  i.  p.  60—66.),  and  Lip- 
fius  (tom.  iii.  p.  610.  de  Vefta,  Sec.  c.  10.). 

fcftlval. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  71 

feftival.      Tlie  three  Flam£NS   of  Tupiter,  of  Mars,  and  of  Qui-    CHAP. 

...  ^  XXVIU. 

rinus,  were  confidered  as   the  peculiar   miuillers  of  the  three  moll 

powerful  deities,  who  watched   over  the  fate    of  Rome  and  of  the 
univerfe.     The  King  of  the  Sacrifices  reprefented  the  perl'ou  of 
Numa,    and   of  his    fucceffors,    in    the   religious   fundlions,   which 
could  be  performed  only  by    royal  hands.     The   confraternities   of 
the  Salians,  the  Lupercals,  &c.  pradifed  fuch   rites,  as  might 
extort  a  fmile  of  contempt  from  every  reafonable  man,  with  a  lively 
confidence  of  recommending  themfelves  to  the  favour  of  the  immortal 
gods.     The  authority,  which  the  Roman  priefts   had  formerly  ob- 
tained in  the  counfels  of  the  republic,  was  gradually  abolifhed   by 
the   ellablifhment  of   monarchy,    and    the    removal   of  the   feat  of 
empire.     But  the  dignity  of  their  facred  character  was  flill  proteded 
by  the  laws  and  manners  of  their  country  ;  and  they  ftill  continued, 
more  efpecially  the  college  of  pontiffs,,  to  exercife  in  the  capital,  and 
fometimes  in  the  provinces,  the  rights  of  their  ecclefiaftical  and  civil 
jurifdidion.     Their  robes  of  purple,  chariots  of  ftate,  and  fumptuous 
entertainments,  attradled  the  admiration  of  the  people  ;  and  they  re- 
ceived, from  the  confecrated  lands,  and  the  public  revenue,  an  ample 
ftipend,  which  liberally  fupported  the  fplendour  of  the  priefthood, 
and  all  the  expences  of  the  religious  worlliip   of  the  ilate.     As  the 
fervice  of  the  altar  was  not  incompatible  with  the  command  of  armies, 
the  Romans,  after  their   confullliips  and  triumphs,    afpired  to  the 
place  of  pontiff,  or  of  augur;   the  feats  of  Cicero  '  and  Pompey  were 
filled,  in  the  fourth  century,  by  the  moft  illuftrious  members  of  the 
fenate  ;  and  the  dignity  of  their  birth  refledled  additional   fplendour 
on  their  facerdotal  character.     The  fifteen  priefts,  who  compofed  the 

'  Cicero,  frankly  (ad  Atticum,  I.  li.  epift.  in  the  footfteps  of  Cicero    (1.  iv.  epift.  8.), 

5.),orindire6Hy  (ad  Familiar,  l.xv.  epift.4.),  and  tlie  chain  of  tradition  might  be  continued 

confeffes,  that  the  Augurate  is  the  fupreme  from  hiftory,  and  marbles. 
©bje£l  of  his  wifhes,    Pliny  is  proud  to  tread 

I  college 
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CHAP,  college  of  pontiffs,  enjoyed  a  more  diftingulfhed  rank  as  the  compa- 
nions of  their  fovereign ;  and  the  Chriftian  emperors  condefcended  to 
accept  the  robe  and  enfigns,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  office  of 
fupreme  pontiff".  But  when  Gratian  afcended  the  throne,  more  fcru- 
pulous,  or  more  enlightened,  he  fternly  rejected  thofe  prophane 
fymbols  * ;  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  or  of  the  church,  the 
revenues  of  the  priefls  and  veftals  ;  aboliflied  their  honours  and  im- 
munities ;  and  diflblved  the  ancient  fabric  of  Roman  fuperftition, 
which  was  fupported  by  the  opinions,  and  habits,  of  eleven  hundred 
years.  Paganifm  was  ftill  the  conftitutional  religion  of  the  l^^nate. 
The  hall,  or  temple,  in  which  they  aflembled,  was  adorned  by  the 
ftatue  and  altar  of  victory ' ;  a  majeftic  female  {landing  on  a  globe, 
with  flowing  garments,  expanded  wings,  and  a  crown  of  laurel  in 
her  out-ftretched  hand  ^  The  fenators  were  fworn  on  the  altar  of 
the  goddefs,  to  obferve  the  laws  of  the  emperor  and  of  the  empire  ;  and 
a  folemn  offering  of  wine  and  incenfe  was  the  ordinary  prelude  of  their 
public  deliberations '.  The  removal  of  this  ancient  monument  was 
the  only  injury  which  Conftantius  had  offered  to  the  fuperftition  of 
the  Romans.  The  altar  of  Viftory  was  again  reftored  by  Julian, 
tolerated  by  Valentinian,  and  once  more  banifhed  from  the  fenate 
by  the  'zeal  of  Gratian  '".  But  the  emperor  yet  fpared  the  ftatues  of 
the  gods  which  were  expofed  to  the  public  veneration  :  four  hundred 
and  twenty-four  temples,  or  chapels,  ftili  remained  to  fatisfy  the  de- 
votion of  the  people ;  and  in  every  quarter  of  Rome,  the  delicacy 

*  Zofimus,'.  iv.  p.  249,  2jo.    I  have  Tup-  very  awkward  portrait  of  Vidory  :  but  the 

prefled  the  foolilh   pun   about   Pontifex   and  curious  reader  will  obtain  more  fatisfaftion 

Maximus.  from   Montfaucon's  Antiquities    (torn.    i.  p. 

'  This  ftatue  was  tranfported  from  Taren-  3^1  ). 

turn  to  Rome,  placed  in  the  Curia  Julia  by  ^  See   Suetonius  (in  Auguft.  c.  35.))  and 

'Ca^far,  and  decorated  by  Augullus  with  the  the  Exordium  of  Pliny's  Panegyric, 

■fpoils  of  Egypt.  '°  Thefe  fafts  are  mutually  allowed  by  the 

^  Prudentius  (1.  ii.  in  initio)  has  drawn  a  two  advocates,  Symmachus  and  Ambrofe, 

.3  of 
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of  the  Chrlftians  was   ofFcndecI  by  the   fumes  of  idolatrous   facri-    CHAP. 


But  the  Chriftians  formed  the  leaft  numerous  party  hi  the  fenate  Petition  of 
of  Rome  " ;  and  it  was  only  by  their  abfence,  that  they  could  exprefs  fj'^  the^'kar 
their  diifent  from  the  legal,  though  profane,  ads  of  a  Pagan  majo-  ofviaory, 
rity.  In  that  aflembly,  the  dying  embers  ot  freedom  were,  for  a 
moment,  revived  and  inflamed  by  the  breath  of  fanaticifm.  Four 
refpedable  deputations  were  fucceffively  voted  to  the  Imperial 
court '^,  to  reprefent  the  grievances  of  the  priefthood  and  the  fenate; 
and  to  folicit  the  reftoration  of  the  altar  of  Victory.  The  condudt  of 
this  important  bufmefs  was  entrufted  to  the  eloquent  Symmachus  '*, 
a  wealthy  and  noble  fenator,  who  united  the  facred  charafters  of  pon- 
tiff and  augur,  with  the  civil  dignities  of  proconful  of  Africa,  and 
pra:fe<5t  of  the  city.  The  brcafl:  of  Symmachus  was  animated  by  the 
warmeft  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  expiring  Paganifm  ;  and  his  religious 
antagonifts  lamented  the  abufe  of  his  genius,  and  the  inefficacy  of 
his  moral  virtues  '\  The  orator,  whofe  petition  is  extant  to  the 
emperor  Valentinian,  was  confcious  of  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
the  office  w^hich  he  had  aflumed.  He  cautioufly  avoids  every  topic 
■which  might  appear  to  reflect  on  the  religion  of  his  fovereign ;  hum- 

'"  The 'Notit!a  Urlis,    more  recent  thnn  /£>«r//^  (A.  D.  392.)  to  Valentinian.   Lardnef 

Conftantine,    dees     not    find   one    Chriftian  (Heatlien    Teiiimonks,    vol.   iv-.    p.    372 — 

church  worthy  to  be  named  among  the  edi-  399.)    fairly  reprel'ents  the  whole   tranfac- 

£ces  of  thecity.   Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  epift.  x\'ii.  tion. 

p.    825.)    deplores    liie    public    fcandals   of         '+  Symmachus,  wlio  tvaS  invefted  with  all 

Rome,  which  continually  offended  the  ejes,  the  civ'!  and  fac.;-iotal  iioncurs,  rcprr'cnted. 

the  ears,  and  the  noftrils  of  the  faithful.  the  emperor  under  the  twochariclers  of  Pim- 

"■  Ambrofe  repeatedly  affirms,  in   contra-  tifcx  Maxmtis,    and   Piincefs   Senatus.     See 

diftlon   to  common   fenfc    (Moyle's  Works,  the    proud  infcription    at  the    head   of   his 

vol.  ii.  p.   147.),  th;u  the  Chriftians   had  a  works. 
ni;ijority  in  the  fenate.  "  As    if  any    one,    fays   Prudentius    (in 

'3  The  firjl    (A.  D.   582.)    to    Gratian,  Symmach.  i.  639.),  fhould  dig  in  the  mud 

who  refufed  them  audience.     TYie/econti  {A.  with  an  inftrument  of  gold  and  ivory.     Even 

D.  384.)   to  Valentinian,  when  the. field  was  faints,  and  polemic  faints,   treat  this  adver- 

difputed  by  Symmachus  and  Ambrofe.     The  fary  with  refpefl  and  civility. 
■thiril  (A.  D.  3S8.)  to  Theodofius  J  and  the 

Vol.  III.  L  bly 
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CHAP.     |)]y  declares,  that  prayers  and  entreaties  are  liis  only  arms ;  and  art-  • 
fully  draws  his  arguments  from  the  fchools  of  rhetoric,  rather  than  • 
from  thofe   of  philofophy.     Symmachus  endeavours    to  feduce  the 
imagination  of  a  young  prince,  by  difplaying  the  attributes  of  the 
goddefs  of  vidtory ;   he  infinuates,  that  the  conflfcation  of  the  reve- 
nues, which  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  gods,  was  a  mea- 
fure   unworthy  of  his   liberal  and   difinterefted  chara£ler  ;    and  he 
maintains,  that  the  Roman  facrifices  would  be  deprived  of  their  force 
and  energy,  if  they  were  no  longer  celebrated  at  the  expence,  as  well 
as  in  the  name,  of  the  republic.      Even  fcepticifm  is  made  to  fupply 
an  apology  for  fuperftltion.     The  great  and  incomprehcnCihle  Jecret 
of  the  univerfe  eludes  the  enquiry  of  man.    Where  reafon  cannot  in- 
ftruft,  cuftom  may  be  permitted  to  guide  ;   and   eveiy  nation  feems 
to  Gonfult  the  dictates  of  prudence,  by  a  faithful  attachment  to  thofe  ■ 
rites,  and  opinions,  which  have  received  the  fandllon  of  ages.     If 
thofe  ages  have  been  crowned  with  glory  and  profperity,  if  the  de — 
vout  people   has  frequently  obtained  the  bleffings  which  they  have  " 
follclted  at  the  altars  of  the  gods,  it  mull  appear  ftill  more  advifable 
to  perfifl:  in  the  fame  falutary  practice ;  and  not  to  rifle  the  unknown 
perils  that  may  attend  any  rafli  innovations.     The  teft  of  antiquity 
and  fuccefs   was  applied   with  fmgular    advantage  to    the    religion 
of  Numa;  and    Rome  herfelf,    the   cseleftial  genius    that  prefided 
over  the  fates  of  the  city,    is   introduced  by  the    orator  to  plead 
her  own  caufe  before  the  tribunal  of  the  emperors.     "  Moft  excel- 
"  lent  princes,"  fays  the  venerable  matron,  "  fathers  of  yoiir  coun— 
"  try !  pity  and  refpedt  my  age,  which  has  hitherto  flowed  in  an 
"  uninterrupted  courfe  of  piety.     Since  I  do  not  repent,  permit  me 
"  to  continue  in  the  practice  of  my  ancient  rites.     Since  I  am  born 
"  free,  allov/  me  to  enjoy  my  domeftic  Inftitutions.     This  religion 
"  has  reduced  the  world  under  my  laws.     Thefe  rites  have  repelled 
"  Hannibal  from  the  city,  and  the  Gauls  from  the  capitol.     Were 
•*  my  gray  hairs  referved  for  fuch  intolerable  difgrace  ?     I  am  igno- 

3:  *'  rant 
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"  rant  of  the  new  fyftem,  that  I  am  required  to  adopt;  hut  I  am  ^  "  .^  ''• 
"  well  aflured,  that  the  corredion  of  old  age  is  always  an  ungrateful  ^_  -.-  Lr 
"  and  ignominious  office  "'."  The  fears  of  the  people  fupplied  what 
the  difcretion  of  the  orator  had  fuppreffed  ;  and  the  calamities,  which 
affliiSted,  or  threatened,  the  declining  empire,  were  unaniraoufly  im- 
puted, by  the  Pagans,  to  the  new  religion  of  Chrift  and  of  Con- 
ftantine. 

But  the  hopes  of  Symmachus  were  repeatedly  baffled  by  the  firm  ConverHon 
and  dexterous  oppofition  of  the  archbifhop  of  Milan ;  who  fortified  a  D.Tss, 
the    emperors   againfl:  the    fallacious  eloquence  of  the  advocate  of  '"^' 
Rome.     In  this  controverfy,  Ambrofe  condefcends  to  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  a  philofopher,  and  to  aflc,  with  fome  contempt,  why  it 
ftould  be  thought  neceifary  to  introduce  an  imaginary  and  invifible 
power,  as  the  caufe  of  thofe  vidories,  which  were  fufficiently  ex- 
plained by  the  valour  and  difcipline  of  the  legions.     He  juftly  de- 
rides the  ablurd  reverence  for  anticjuity,  which  could  only  tend  to 
difcourage  the  improvements  of  art,  and  to  replunge  the  human  race 
into  their  original   barbarifm.      From   thence  gradually  rifing  to  a 
more  lofty  and  theological  tone,    he  pronounces,  that  Chriftianity 
alone  is  the  dodrine  of  truth  and  falvation ;  and  that  every  mode  of 
Polytheifm  conduds  its  deluded  votaries,  through  the  paths  of  error, 
to  the  abyfs  of  eternal   perdition  ".     Arguments  like  thefe,   when 

'*  See  the  fifty-fourth  epiftle  of  the  tenth  is  a  fhcrt  caution  ;  the  latter  is  a  formal  reply 
book  of  Symmachus.  In  the  form  and  dif-  to  the  petition  or //'i^^/ of  Symmachus.  The 
po.'ition  of  his  ten  books  of  epiftles,  he  imi-  fame  ideas  are  more  copioufly  exprefled  in 
tated  the  younger  Pliny;  whofe  rich  and  the  poetry,  if  it  may  def^rve  that  name,  of 
florid  ftyle  he  was  fuppofed,  by  his  friends,  to  Prudentius;  who  compofed  his  two  books 
equal  or  excel  (Macrob.  Saturnal.  1.  V.  c.  i.).  againfl  Symmachus  (A.  D.  404.)  while  that 
But  the  luxuriancy  of  Symmachus  confifts  of  fenator  was  Hill  alive.  Jt  is  whimfical 
barren  leaves,  without  fruits,  and  even  with-  enough,  that  Montefquieu  (Confiderations, 
cut  flowers.  Few  fails,  and  few  fentiments,  &c.  c.  xix.  torn.  iii.  p.  487.)  fhould  over- 
can  be  extrafled  from  his  verbofe  correfpond-  look  the  two  piofeffed  antagonifts  of  Sym- 

-cnce.  m.ichus;  and  amufe  hinifeif  with  defcanting 

"  See  Ambrofe   (tom.ii.   epift.  xvii,  xviii.  on  the  more  remote  and  indireft  confutations 

ip.  825— 833.).     The  former  of  thefe  epiftlcs  of  Orofuis,  St,  Auguftin,  and  Salvian. 

L  2  they 
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C  II  A  P.    fney  vverc  fuggeRed  by  a  favourite  blfliop,  had  power  to  prevent  tlie 

< , '    refloration  of  the  aUar  of  Vidtory  ;   but  the  fame  arguments  fell,  with 

much  more  energy  and  effedl,  from  the  mouth  of  a  conqueror;  and 
the  gods  of  antiquity  were  dragged  in  triinnjih  at  the  chariot- wheelsr 
of  Theodofms  ".  In  a  full  meeting  of  the  fenate,  the  emperor 
propofed,  according  to  tlie  forms  of  the  republic,  the  important 
queftion,  Whether  the  worfliip  of  Jupiter,  or  that  of  Chrift,  fliould  be 
the  religion  of  the  Romans.  The  liberty  of  fuffrages,  which  he  af- 
fefted  to  allow,  was  deftroyed  by  the  hopes  and  fears,  that  his  pre- 
fence  infpired ;  and  the  arbitrary  exile  of  Symmachus  was  a  recent 
admonition,  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  oppofe  the  wifhes  of  the 
monarch.  On  a  regular  divifion  of  the  fenate,  Jupiter  was  condemned' 
and  degraded  by  the  fenfe  of  a  very  large  majority ;  and  it  is  rather 
furprifmg,  that  any  members  fhould  be  found  bold  enough  to  declare, 
by  their  fpeeches  and  votes,  that  they  were  ftill  attached  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  an  abdicated  deity  ".  The  hafty  converfion  of  the  fenate 
muft  be  attributed  either  to  fupematural  or  to  fordid  motives ;  and 
many  of  thefe  reludlant  profelytes  betrayed,  on  every  favourable 
occafion,  their  fecret  difpofition  to  throw  afide  the  mafk  of  odious 
diflimulation.  But  they  were  gradually  fixed  in  the  new  religion, 
as  the  caufe  of  the  ancient  became  more  hopelefs  ;  they  yielded  to 
the  authority  of  the  emperor,  to  the  fafliion  of  the  times,  and  to  the 

'^    See   Prudenrias    (in    Symmach.    1.   i.  Adfpice  quam  pleno  fubfellia  noflra  Senatu 

545,  &c.).     The  Chriftian  agrees  with  the  Decernant  infame  Jovis  pulvinar,  et  omne 

Pagan  Zolimus   (!.  iv.  p.  283.),  in  placing  Idolium  longe  purgata  ab  urbe  fugandum. 

this  vifit  of  Theodofms  after  the  feccfid  civil  Qua  vocat  egregii  fententia  Principis,  illuc 

war,  geniini   bis  vidtor  ca;de  Tyranni  (1.  i.  Libera,  cum  pedibus,  turn  corde,  frequen- 

410. )•     But  the  time  and  circuraftances  are  tia  tranfit. 

better  fuited  to  his  flrft  triumph.  ry   r  /■   -u  i  /•    •      ^    , 

,„„,.  r  .^,        ,     r    r  Zolimus  afcribes   to  the  confcript  fathers  an 

''  Prudentius,  after  provin?  that  the  lenle  i.     ,%,     -ru  ^-  ,     r         r   , 

,     „  •    J    1      I  u       1       1        •    ■  heatheniih  courage,  which  few  of  them  are 


«f  the  fenate  is  declared  by  a  legal  majority,     ^^^^^^  ^^    ^^^^^ 
proceeds  to  fay  (609,  &c.), 


entreaties 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  77 

entreaties  of  their  wives  and   children  "    who  were   inftitiatcd   and    ^  H  A  P. 

XXVIll 
governed  by  the  clergy  of  Rome  and  the  monks  of  the  Eaft.     The-   v.    -.---    ,' 

edifying  example  of  the  Anician  family  was  foon  imitated  by  the  reff 

of  the  nobility:   the  Baffi,  the  Paullini,  the  Gracchi,  embraced  the 

Chriftian  religion  ;  and  "  the  luminaries  of  the  world,  the  venerable 

"  alTembly  of  Catos  (fuch  are  the  high-flown  expreffions  of  Pru- 

"  dentins),  were  impatient  toftrip  themfelves  of  their  pontifical  gar- 

"  ment;  to  cafl:  the  (kin  of  the  old  ferpent ;  to   aiTume  the  fnowy 

"  robes  of  baptifmal  innocence  ;  and  to  humble  the  pride  of  the  con- 

"  fular  fafces  before  the  tombs  of  the  martyrs  ""."     The  citizens,  who 

fubfifted  by  their  own  induftry,  and  the  populace,  who  were  fup- 

ported  by  the  public  liberality,  filled  the   churches  of  the  Lateran, 

and  Vatican,    with  an   inceffant  throng  of  devout  profelytes.     The 

decrees  of  the  fenate,  which  profcribed  the  worfhip  of  idols,  were 

ratified  by  the  genei^al  confent  of  the  Romans  " ;  the  fplendour  of 

the  capitol  was  defaced,  and  the  folitary  temples  were  abandoned  to 

ruin  and  contempt  ^'.     Rome  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of  the  Gofpel ; 

and  the  vanquifhed  provinces  had  not  yet  lofl  their  reverence  for  the 

name  and  authority  of  Rome. 

The  filial  piety  of  the  emperors  themfelves  engaged  them  to  pro-   Deftruflioiv 

ceed,  with  fome  caution  and  tendernefs,  in  the  reformation  of  the  pies  in  the 

provinces, 
A.  D.   381,. 
"    Jerom    fpecifies    the  pontiff  Albinus,     The  fancy  of  Prudentius  is  warmed  and  ele-    &:c. 

who  was  furrounded  with  ftich  a  believing  fa-     vated  by  vidlory. 

mily   of  children,    and    grand-children,    as         "  Prudentius,  after  he  has  defcribed  the 

would  have  been  fufficient  to  convert  even     converfion   of  the   fenate  and  people,    aflcs, 

lupiter  himfelf;  an  extraordinary  profelyte  !        •  .    r         .     .1        i         <-j 

^  '^      .      ,  r  -  with  iome  truth  and  confidence, 

(torn.  I.  ad  Lxtam,  p.  54.) 

^'   Exfultare  Patres    videas,    pulcherrima  Et  dubitamus  adhucRomam,  tibi,  Chrille, 

mundi  dicatam 

Lumina  ;    conciliumque   fenum  geftire  !„  leges  transifle  tuas  ? 

Catonum 

Candidiore  toga  niveum  pietatis  amic-  "  -f""™  ^'^"^'^  ^"   '^^  defolation  of  the 

tum  capitol,    and    the  other  temples    of  Rome 

Samere;  et  exuvias  deponere   pontifi-  (torn.  i.  p.  54..  torn.  ii.  p.  c)^.). 


cales. 


eternal 
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C  H  A  P.    eternal  city.     Thofe  abfolute  monarchs  adted  with  lefs  regard  to  the 

XXVllI. 

prejudices  of  the   provincials.     The   pious  labour  which  had  been 

fufpended  near  twenty  years  fuice  the  death  of  Conftantius  ""^j  was 
vigoroufly  refumed,  and  finally  accompliflied,  by  the  zeal  of  Theo- 
dofius.  Whilft  that  warlike  prince  yet  flruggled  with  the  Goths, 
not  for  the  glory,  but  for  the  fafety,  of  the  republic ;  he  ventured 
to  offend  a  confiderable  party  of  his  fubjedls,  by  fome  adls  which 
might  perhaps  fecure  the  prote^Stion  of  Heaven,  but  v.hich  muft 
feem  rafli  and  unfeafonable  in  the  eye  of  human  prudence.  The 
fuccefs  of  his  firfl  experiments  againft  the  Pagans,  encouraged  the  piou^ 
emperor  to  reiterate  and  enforce  his  edi(3:s  of  profcription  :  the  fame 
laws  which  had  been  originally  publifhed  in  the  provinces  of  the 
Eaft,  were  applied,  after  the  defeat  of  Maximus,  to  the  whole  extent 
.of  the  Weftern  empire;  and  every  vidlory  of  the  orthodox  Theodo- 
fius  contributed  to  the  triumph  of  the  Chriftian  and  Catholic  faith  ^'. 
He  attacked  fuperftition  in  her  moil  vital  part,  by  prohibiting  the 
■ufe  of  facriiices,  which  he  declared  to  be  criminal,  as  well  as  infa- 
mous :  and  if  the  terms  of  his  edidls  more  ftridly  condemned  the 
impious  curiofity  which  examined  the  entrails  of  the  viiSims ""% 
every  fubfequent  explanation  tended  to  involve,  in  the  fame 
guilt,  the  general  pradice  of  immolatio}!,  which  eflentially  con- 
ftituted  the  religion  of  the  Pagans.  As  the  temples  had  been 
ereded  for  the  purpofe  of  facrlfice,  it  was  the  duty  of  a  benevolent 
prince  to  remove  from  liis  fubjeds  the  dangerous  temptation,   of 

'^*  Libanius  (Orat.  pro  Templis,  p.    lo.  ^'  See  his  laws  in  the  Theodofian  Code, 

Genev.     1634,    publifhed  by  James   Gode-  I.  xvi.  tit- x.  leg.  7 — 11. 

-froy,    and    now    extremely   fcarce)    accufes  ^^  Homer's  facrifices  are  not  accompanied 

Valentinian  and  Valens  of  prohibiting  facri-  with  any  inquifition  of  entrails  (fee  Feithius, 

fices.     Some   partial  order  may   have    been  Antiquitat.  Homer.  1.  i.  c.  10.  16.).    i  heTuf- 

ifl'ued  by  the  Eallern  emperor  :  but  the  idea  of  cans,  who  produced  the  firll //a)v//{>iV/?/,  fub- 

any  genera!  law  is  contradifted  by  the  filence  dued  both  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans  (Ci- 

. of  the  Code,  and  the  evidence  of  ecclefiaftical  cero  de  Divinatione,  ii.  23.). 

offending 
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ofrenclins:  ao;ainft  the  laws  wh.ich   he  h.id  enacted.     A  fpecial  com-    C  H  A  P. 
'^    '^  .    .  .  ^  xxviir 

miilion  was  granted  to  Cynegius,  the  Pra-'tonan  pra'fedl  of  the  Eaft, 

and  afterwards  to  the  counts  Jovius  and  Gaudentius,  two  officers  of 
diftinguiflied  rank  in  the  Weft  ;   by  which  they  were  directed  to  fluic 
the  temples,  to  feize  cr  deftroy  the  inftruments  of  idolatry,  to  abo- 
lifli  the  privileges   of  the  priefts,  and  to  confifcate  the  confecrated 
property  for  the  benefit  of  the  emperor,  of  the  church,  or  of  the 
army  "^     Here   the  deiblation  might  have  flopped  :  and  the  naked 
edifices,  which  were  no  longer  employed  in  the  fervice  of  idolatiy, 
might  have  been  protefted  from  tJie  deflrudive  rage  of  fanaticifm. 
Many  of  thofe  temples  were  the  mofl.  fplendid  and  beautiful  monu- 
ments of  Grecian  architedure :   and  the  emperor  himfelf  was  inte- 
refted  not  to  deface  the  fplendour  of  his  own  cities,  or  to  diminifh  the 
value  of  his  own  pofleffions.     Thofe  ftately  edifices  might  be  fuffered' 
to  remain,  as  fo  many  lafting  trophies  of  the  vid:ory  of  Chrift.     In 
the  decline  of  the  artrs,  they  might  be  ufefully  converted  into  maga- 
zines,  manufa^Ttures,   or  places   of  public   aifembly :    and    perhaps 
when  the  walls  of  the  temple  had  been  fufficiently  purified  by  holy 
rites,  the  worfhip  of  the'  true  Deity  might  be  allowed  to  expiate  the 
ancient  guilt  of  idolatry.      But  as  long  as  they  fubfifted,  the  Pagans 
fondly  cherifhed  the   fecret   hope,  that   an   aufpicious  revolution    a 
ftcond  Julian,  might  again  reftore  the  altars  of  the  gods ;  and  the 
earneftnefs  with  which  they  addrefled  their  unavailing  prayers  to  the 
throne  ",  increafed  the  zeal  of  the  Chriftian  reformers  to  extirpate, 
without  mercy,  the  root  of  fuperftition.     The  laws  of  the  emperors 

-'  Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.   245.   249.     Thco-         ^'  Cod.  Theodof.  1.  xvi.  tit.  x.  leo-.  8.  iS. 

doret,  I.  V.  c.  2r.     Idatius  in  Chron.  Prof-  There  is  room  to  believe,  that  this  temple  of 

per.  Aquitan.  1.  iii.  c.  38.  apud  Baroniiim,  Edeffa,  which  Theodoiius  wiOied  to  fave  for 

Anna).  Ecclef.    A.  D.   389.  N"  52.      Liba-  civil   ufes,    was    foon   afterwards  a  heap   of 

niiis  (pro  Templis,  p.  10.)  labours  to  prove,  ruins  (Libanius  pro  Templis,  p.  26,  27.  and 

that  the  commands  of  TheoJofius  were  not  Godefroy's  notes,  p.  59.). 
direft  and  pofuive,  - 

exhibit 
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CHAP,    exhibit  fome  fymptoms  of  a  milder  difpofition  *' :  but  their  cold  and 
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languid  efforts  were  infufficient  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  enthufiafm  and 
rapine,  which  was  conduded,  or  rather  impelled,  by  the  fpiritual 
rulers  of  the  church.  In  Gaul,  the  holy  Martin,  bifhop  of  Tours  '', 
marched  at  the  head  of  his  faithful  monks  to  deftroy  the  idols,  the 
temples,  and  the  confecrated  trees  of  his  extenfive  diocefe ;  and,  in 
the  execution  of  this  arduous  taflt,  the  prudent  reader  will  judge 
whether  Martin  was  fupported  by  the  aid  of  miraculous  powers,  or 
of  carnal  weapons.  In  Syria,  the  divine  and  excellent  Marcellus  '', 
as  he  is  ftiled  by  Theodoret,  a  bifhop  animated  with  apoflolic  fer- 
vour, refolved  to  level  with  the  ground  the  ftately  temples  within 
the  diocefe  of  Apamea.  His  attack  was  refilled,  by  the  fkill  and  foli- 
dity,  with  which  the  temple  of  Jupiter  had  been  conftrudled.  The 
building  was  feated  on  an  eminence :  on  each  of  the  four  fides,  the 
lofty  roof  was  fupported  by  fifteen  maffy  columns,  fixteen  feet  in 
circumference;  and  the  large  ftones  of  which  they  were  compofed, 
were  firmly  cemented  with  lead  and  iron.  The  force  of  the  ftrongeft 
and  fharpeft  tools  had  been  tried  without  effedt.  It  was  found  ne- 
celTary  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  the  columns,  which  fell 
down  as  foon  as  the  temporary  wooden  props  had  been  confumed 
wath  fire ;  and  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprife  are  defcribed  under 
the  allegory  of  a  black  dsemon,  who  retarded,  though  he  could  not 
defeat,  the  operations  of  the  Chriflian  engineers.  Elated  witli  vic- 
tory, Marcellus  took  the  field  in  perfon  againft  the  powers  of  dark- 

*'  See  this  curious  oration  of  Libanius  (as  Don  Quixote  might  have  done)  an  harm- 
pro  Templis,  pronounced,  or  rather  compofed,  lefs  funeral  for  an  idolatrous  proceffion,  and 
about  the  year  390.  I  have  confulted,  with  imprudently  committed  a  miracle, 
advantage,  Dr.  Lardner's  verfion  and  remarks  ^'  Compare  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  15.)  with 
(Heathen  Teftimonies,  vol.  iv.  p.  I35—  Theodoret  (I.  v.  c.  21.).  Between  them, 
•163.).  they  relate  the  crufade  and  death  of  Mar- 

^°  See  the  life  of  Martin,    by  Sulpicius  cellus. 
.Scverus,  c.  9  —  14.     The  faint  once  millook 

1  nefs ; 


\ 
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wefs ;  a  numerous  troop  of  foldiers  and  c;Iadiators  marched  under  the    CHAP. 

,  XXVJIJ. 

epifcopal  banner,  and  he  fucceflively  attacked  the  villages  and  coun-    '_.     .     _r 

'  try  temples  of  the  diocefe  of  Apamca.  Whenever  any  refiftance  or 
danger  was  apprehended,  the  champion  of  the  faith,  whofe  lamenefs 
would  not  allow  him  either  to  fight  or  fly,  placed  himfclf  at  a  con- 
venient diftance,  beyond  the  reach  of  darts.  But  this  prudence  was 
the  occafion  of  his  death :  he  was  furprifed  and  flain  by  a  body  of 
exafperated  ruftics  ;  and  the  fynod  of  the  province  pronounced, 
without  hefitation,  that  the  holy  Marcellus  had  facrificed  his  life  in 
the  caufe  of  God.  In  the  fupport  of  this  caufe,  the  monks,  who 
rufhed,  with  tumultuous  fury,  from  the  defert,  diflinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  their  zeal  and  diligence.  They  deferved  the  enmity  of  the 
Pagans  ;  and  feme  of  them  might  deferve  the  reproaches  of  avarice 
and  intemperance ;  of  avarice,  which  they  gratified  with  holy  plun- 
der, and  of  intemperance,  which  they  indulged  at  the  expence  of  the 
people,  who  foolifhly  admired  their  tattered  garments,  loud  pfalmody, 
and  artificial  palenefs  ^\  A  fmall  number  of  temples  was  proteded 
by  the  fears,  the  venality,  the  tafte,  or  the  prudence,  of  the  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  governors.  The  temple  of  the  celeftial  Venus  at  Car- 
thage, whofe  facred  preclndls  formed  a  cii-cumference  of  two  miles, 
•was  judicioufly  converted  into  a  Chriftian  church  " ;  and  a  fimilar 
confecration  has  preferved  inviolate  the  majeftic  dome  of  the  Pan- 
theon at  Rome  ^*.  But  in  almoft  every  province  of  the  Roman 
world,  an  army  of  fanatics,  without  authority,  and  without  difcl- 
pline,  invaded  the  peaceful  inhabitants  j  and  the  ruin  of  the  faireft 

^^  Libanius  pro  Templis,  p.  lo — 13.     He     time,  and   the   accefs   to  it  was  overgrown 
rails  at  thefe  black-garbed  men,  the  Chrif-     with  brambles, 
tian  Monks,  who  cat  more  than  elephants.         '''  Donatus,  Roma  Antiqua  etNova,  1.  W, 

■a         I     u     »  1     ;                                   •      1  c.  4.  p.  468.     This   confecration   was  per- 

foor  elephants!  <to  are  temperate  animals.  ^    ^   f,^          _     .^       ^,,      ,        .       '^ 

,,  _,     .          ,      .           ,       ..  termed  by  pope  Bomface  IV.     I  am  ignorant 

Profper.   Aquitan.    1.    lu.  c.    38.  apud  ^f  j,,,  f^.o^rable   circumftances  which   had 

Baronium;  Annal.   Ecclef.   A.  D.  389.  N"  preferved  the  Pantheon  above  two  hundred 

58,  &c.     The  temple  had  been  fhut  fome  years  after  the  reign  of  Theodorius. 

Vol.  III.  M  ftruaures 
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C  H  A  P.    fti-u£tures  of  antiquity  ftill  difplays  the  ravages  of  thofe  Barbarians, . 

XXV'III.  _  ■,..  rill-  in 

v_--, )    who  alone  had  time  and  inchnation  to  execute  fuch  laborious  deftruc- 

tion. 
The  temple  In  thls  Wide  and  various  profped  of  devaftation,  the  fpcdtator 
Alexandria,  may  dlflinguilh  the  ruins  of  the  temple  of  Serapis,  at  Alexandria  ". 
Serapis  does  not  appear  to  have  been  one  of  the  native  gods,  or 
monfters,.  who  fprung  from  the  fruitful  foil  of  fupcrflitious  Egypt  '*. 
The  firfl  of  the  Ptolemies  had  been  commanded,  by  a  dream,  to  im- 
port the  myfterious  ftranger  from  the  coaft  of  Pontu^,  where  he  had 
been  long  adored  by  the  inhabitants  of  Sinope ;  but  his  attributes  and 
his  reign  were  fo  imperfedlly  underftood,  that  it  became  a  fubjedt  of 
difpute,  whether  he  reprefented  the  bright  orb  of  day,  or  the  gloomy 
monarch  of  the  fubterraneous  regions  ".  The  Egyptians,  who  were 
obftinately  devoted  to  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  refufed  to  admit 
this  foreign  deity  within  the  walls  of  their  cities  ''.  But  the  obfe- 
quious  priefts,  who  were  feduced  by  the  liberality  of  the  Ptolemies, , 
fubmitted,  without  refiflance,  to  the  power  of  the  god  of  Pontus:: 
an  honourable  and  domeftic  genealogy  was  provided  ;  and  this  for- 
tunate ufurper  was  introduced  into  the  throne  and  bed  of  Ofiris  ", 
the  hufband  of  Ifis,  and  the  celeftial  monarch  of  Egypt.    Alexandria, 

''  Sophronlus  compofed  a  recent  and  fe-  travelled  into  Egypt,  were  alike  ignorant  of 

parate  hiftory    (Jerom,    in    Script.    Ecclef.  this  new  deity. 

torn.  i.  p.  303.),  which  has  furnifhed  mate-         ^^  Macrobius,  Satiirnal.  1.  i.  c.  7.     Such 

rials  to  Socrates  (1.   v.  c.    16.),    Theodoret  a  living  fad  decifively  proves  his  foreign  ex- 

(1.   V.  c.   22.),   and   Rufinus  (1.   ii.  c.   2Z.).,  traftion. 

Yet  the  laft,  who  had  been  at  Alexandria,         '*  At  Rome,  Ifis  and  Serapis  were  united 

before,    and  after,    the  event,  m.-iy  deferve  in  the  fame  temple.     The  precedency  which 

the  credit  of  an  original  witnefs.  the  queen  affumed,  may  feem  to  betray  her 

3*  Gerard  Voffius  (Opera,  torn.  v.   p.  80.  unequal  alliance  with  the  ftranger  of  Pontus. 

&  de  Idololatria,  1.  i.  c.  29.)  ftrives  to  fup-  But  the  fuperiority  of  the  female  fex  was  efta- 

port  the  ftrange  notion  of  the  Fathers  ;  that  blitlied  in  Egypt  as  a  civil  and  religious  infti- 

the  patriarch  Jofeph  was  adored  in   Egypt,  tution  (Diodor.   Sicul.  torn.  i.  1.  i.  p.   31. 

as  the  bull  Apis,  and  the  god  Serapis.  edit.  Wefleling),  and  the  fame  order  is  ob- 

"    Origo  dei  nondum   noftris    celebrata.  fcrved  in  Plutarch's  Treatife  of  Ifis  and  0/7- 


.^gyptiorum   antiftitea  /r  memorant,     &c.     r/V  j  whom  he  identifies  with  Serapis. 
Tacit.  Hift,  iv.  83,     The  Greeks,  who  had 


which 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  83 

which  claimed  his  peculiar  protedion,  gloried  in  the  name  of  the  city    CHAP. 

^  ^  AA.\  Hi.. 

of  Serapis.     His  temple    ,  which  rivalled  the  pride  and  magnificence    < j » 

of  the  capitol,  was  eredled  on  the  fpacious  fummit  of  an  artificial 
mount,  raifed  one  hundred  fteps  above  the  level  of  the  adjacent  parts 
■  of  the  city ;  and  the  interior  cavity  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  arches, 
and  dillributed  into  vaults  and  fubterraneous  apartments.  The  con- 
fecrated  buildings  were  furrounded  by  a  quadrangular  portico;  the 
ftately  halls,  and  exquifite  ftatues,  dlfplayed  the  triumph  of  the 
arts;  and  the  treafures  of  ancient  learning  were  preferved  in  the 
famous  Alexandrian  library,  which  had  arifen  with  new  fplendour 
from  its  alhes  *'.  After  the  edids  of  Tlieodofius  had  feverely  pro- 
hibited the  facrlfices  of  the  Pagans,  they  were  ftill  tolerated  in  the 
city  and  temple  of  Serapis ;  and  this  fingular  indulgence  was  impru- 
dently afcribed  to  the  fuperftitious  terrors  of  the  Chriflians  themfelves-: 
as  if  they  had  feared  to  abolifh  thofe  ancient  rites,  which  could 
alone  fecure  the  inundations  of  the  Nile,  the  harvcfts  of  Egypt,  and 
the  fubfiftence  of  Conflantinople  *\ 

At  that  time  *'  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Alexandria  was  filled  its  final  dc 
by  Theophilus  "^^j  the  perpetual  enemy  of  peace  and  virtue;  a  bold,  a7d'.°38o. 
bad  man,  whofe   hands   were  alternately  polluted  with  gold,    and 
•with  blood.     His  pious  indignation   was  excited  by  the  honours 

*°  Ammianus  (xxH.  16.).     The  Expofitio  erectly  provokes  his  Chrlflian  maders  by  this 

totius  Mundi  (p.  8.  in  Hudfon's  Geograph.  infulting  remark. 

Minor,  torn,  iii.),  andRufinus  (1.  ii.  c.  22.),  *'    ^*^  ""^^  '^'^"'^    between   the  date  of 

celebrate  the  Serafeum,  as  one  of  the  won-  Marcellinus  (A.  D.  389.)  or  that  of  Profper 

ders  of  the  world.  (A.  D.  391.)-     Tillemont  (Hift.  des  Emp. 

*•  See  Memoires   de   I'Acad.  des  Infcrip-  *°'"-  ^-    P"   3'°-  /S^O   prefers  the   former. 

tions.  torn.  ix.  p.   397-416.     The  old  li-  ^"'^  ^1?,^'^^  ^^^'^[-          ^    ,  ^ 

brary  of  the  Ptolemies  was  tot-ally  confumed  Tillemont    Mem     Ecclef.   torn,   xi,  p 

in  Csfar's  Alexandrian  war.     Marc  Antony  j^''^^'      ^)^     amb.guous    f.tuation    of 

„„  »    .i,„       1.   1          11  r>.-           c    -n  Theophilus,  zjaint,  as  the  friend  of  Teromt 

gave    the    whole    collection     of    Pergamus  '^          '     -^        '         .      ,      ^         ■'           ' 

/ ,          \     .      01         .               »u  a  acvil,  as  the   enemy  of  Chryfoflom  ;  pro- 

(200,000    volumes)     to    Cleopatra,    as   the  ■  ,. 

r-„      J   ,■         r  .1             ri             r  Ai          j  ■  duce   a   fort  of  impartiality:  vet,   upon  the 

foundation  of  the  »fw  library  of  Alexandria.  ^.     .„/.■' ...'^      .    . 

.,..,.,        _,        ,.                ^   .    ,.^  whole,  the  balance  is  juftly  inclined  aeainlt 

^^  Libanius  (pro  Templis,  p.  21.)  jndif-  j^- 

M  2.  of 
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of  Serapis ;  and  the  infults  which  he  offered  to  an  ancient  chapel  of 
Bacchus,  convinced  the  Pagans  that  he  meditated  a  more  important 
and  dangerous  enterprife.  •-In  the  tumultuous  capital  of  Egypt,  the 
flighteft  provocation  was  fafhcient  to  inflame  a  civil  war.  The  vota- 
ries of  Serapis,  whofe  ftrength  and  numbers  were  much  inferior  to 
thofe  of  their  antagonifts,  rofe  in  arms  at  the  inftigation  of  the  philofo- 
pher  Olympius  *',  who  exhorted  them  to  die  in  the  defence  of  the 
altars  of  the  gods.  Thefe  Pagan  fanatics  fortified  themfelves  in  the 
temple,  or  rather  fortrefs,  of  Serapis ;  repelled  the  befiegers  by  daring 
failles,  and  a  refohite  defence ;  and,  by  the  inhuman  ci-uelties  which 
they  exercifed  on  their  Chriftian  prifoners,  obtained  the  laft  confo— 
lation  of  defpair.  The  efforts  of  the  prudent  magiflrate  were  ufefully 
exerted  for  the  eftablifliment  of  a  truce,  till  the  anfwer  of  Theodo- 
fms  fhould  determine  the  fate  of  Serapis.  The  two  parties  aflembled, 
without  arms,  in  the  principal  fquare;  and  the  Imperial  refcript  was 
publicly  read.  But  when  a  fentence  of  deftrudlon  againft  the  idols 
of  Alexandria  was  pronounced,  the  Chriftians  fent  up  a  fhout  of  joy 
and  exultation,  whilft  the  unfortunate  Pagans,  whofe  fury  had  given. 
way  to  confternation,  retired  with  hafty  and  filent  fteps,.  and  eluded, 
by  their  flight  or  obfcurity,  the  refentment  of  their  enemies.  The- 
ophilus  proceeded  to  demolifh  the  temple  of  Serapis,  without  any 
other  difficulties,  than  thofe  v;hich  he  found  in  the  weight  and  foli- 
dity  of  the  materials ;  but  thefe  obftacles  proved  fo  infuperable,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  tlie  foundations ;  and  to  content  himfelf  witL 
reducing  the  edifice  itfelf  to  a  heap  of  rubbiih,  a  part  of  which  was 
foon  afterwards  cleared  away,  to  make  room  for  a  church,  ereded 
in  honour  of  the  Chriftian  martyrs..     The  valuable  library  of  Alex- 

♦5  Lardner  (Heathen  Teftlmonies,  vol.  iv.  fliews  tlie  devout  and  virtuous  Orympius,, 
p.  41 1.)  has  alleged  a  beautiful  pafiage  from  not  in  the  light  of  a  warrior,  but  of  a  pro- 
Swdas,  or  rather,    from  Damafcius,  which    phet. 

3  andria 
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ftrtcfria  was  pillaged  or  deflroyed  ;  and,  near  twenty  years  afterwards, 
the  appearance  of  the  empty  fhelves  excited  the  regret  and  indigna- 
tion of  every  fpe£tator,  whofc   mind  v.\a3  not  totally  darkened  by- 
religious  prejudice  *'"'.     The  compofitions  of  ancient  genius,  fo  many 
of  which  have  irretrievably  perlfhed,    might  furely  have  been  ex- 
cepted from  the  wreck  of  idolatry,  for  the  amufement  and  inftrudlion- 
of  fucceeding  ages ;  and  either  the  zeal  or  the  avarice  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  ",  might  ha^e  been  fatiated  with  tlie  rich  fpoils,  Vv-hich  were 
the  reward  of  his  vidlory.     Wliile  the  images  and  vafes  of  gold  and 
filver  were  carefully  melted,  and  thofe  of  a  lefs  valuable  metal  were 
eontemptuoufly  broken,  and  caft  into  the  ftreets,  Theophilus  laboured 
to  expofe  the  frauds   and  vices  of  the  minifters  of  the  idols ;  their 
dexterity  in  the  management  of  the  loadftone  ;  their  fecret  methods 
of  introducing  an  human  adtor  into  a  hollow  ftatue  ;   ar^l  their  fcan- 
dalous  abufe  of  the  confidence  of  devout  hufbands,  and  unfufpecfling 
females'^'.     Charges  like  thefe  may  feem  to  deferve  fome  degree  of 
credit,  as  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  crafty  and  interefled  fpirit  of 
fuperftition.     But  the  fame  fpirit  is  equally  prone  to  the  bafe  prac- 
tice of  infulting  and  calumniating  a  fallen  enemy ;   and  our  belief  is 
naturally  checked  by  the  refledion,  that  it  is  much  lefs  difficult  to 
invent  a  fidtitious  ftory,  than  to  fupport  a  pradical  fraud.     The  co- 

♦*' Nos  vidimus  armaria  librorum,  qiiibus         ■*'   Rufinus    name;    the    prieft  of  Saturn,- 

direptis,   exinanita   ea  a  noftris  hominibus,  who,    in    the   charader  of  the  god,    fami- 

noHris  temporibus  memorant.    Orofius,  1.  vi.  liarly   conveifcd    with     many    pious    ladies 

e.    15.  p.   421.  edit.  Havercamp.     Though  of  quality;     till  he    betrayed    himfelf,    ia' 

a  bigot,  and  a  controverfial  writer,  Orofius  a    moment    of  tranfport,    when    he   could 

feems  to  blufti.  not  difguife  the  tone  of  his  voice.     The  au- 

*■'  Eunapiiis,    in   the  lives    of  Antoninus  thentic  and   impartial  narrative  of  vEfchines 

and  ^defius,  execrates  the  facrilegious  ra-  (fee  Bayle,  Diftionnaire  Critique,  Scaman- 

pine    of  Theophilus.      Tillemont     (Mem.  dre),  and  the  adventure  of  Mundus    (Jo-- 

Ecclef.   torn.  xiii.  p.  453.)   quotes  an  epiftle  feph.    Antiquitat.   Judaic.  1.  xviii.  c.   3.  p, 

of  IfiJore  of  Pelufium,  which  reproaches  the  877.  edit.  Havercarap.),  may  prove  that  fuch 

primate  with  the /Ve/a/rwi  wor]hip  of  gold,  amorous  frauds  have  been  pradifed  with  fuc- 

die  rMii/acra  fames,  cefs. 

loffal" 
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CHAP,    loflal  ftatue  of  Serapis**  was  involved  in  the  ruin  of  his  temple  and 
xxvm.  ^  . 

religion.     A  great  number  of  plates  of  different  metals,  artificially 

joined  together,  compofed  the  majeftic  figure  of  the  Deity,  who 
touched  on  either  fide  the  walls  of  the  fandluary.  The  afpedt  of  Se- 
rapis,  his  fitting  pofture,  and  the  fceptre,  which  he  bore  in  his  left 
hand,  were  extremely  fimilar  to  the  ordinary  reprefentations  of  Ju- 
piter. He  was  diflinguifhed  from  Jupiter  by  the  bafket,  or  bulhel, 
which  was  placed  on  his  head ;  and  by  the  emblematic  monfter, 
which  he  held  in  his  right  hand :  the  head  and  body  of  a  ferpent 
branching  into  three  tails,  which  were  again  terminated  by  the  tri- 
ple heads  of  a  dog,  a  Hon,  and  a  wolf.  It  was  confidently  affirmed, 
that  if  any  impious  hand  ihould  dare  to  violate  the  majeftyofthe 
god,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  would  inftantly  return  to  their  origi- 
nal chaos.  An  intrepid  foldier,  animated  by  zeal,  and  armed  with  a 
■weighty  battle-axe,  afcended  the  ladder ;  and  even  the  Chriftian 
multitude  expedted,  with  fome  anxiety,  the  event  of  the  combat '°. 
He  aimed  a  vigorous  ftroke  againfl:  the  cheek  of  Serapis  ;  the  cheek 
fell  to  the  ground  ;  the  thunder  was  ftill  filent,  and  both  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  continued  to  preferve  their  accullomed  order  and 
tranquillity.  The  victorious  foldier  repeated  his  blows  :  the  huge 
idol  was  overthrown,  and  broken  in  pieces ;  and  the  limbs  of  Serapis 
were  ignominioufly  dragged  through  the  ftreets  of  Alexandria.  His 
mangled  carcafe  was  burnt  in  the  Amphitheatre,  amidfl:  the  fhouts  of 
the  populace  ;  and  many  perfons  attributed  their  converfion  to  this 
difcovery  of  the  impotence  of  their  tutelar  deity.    The  popular  modes 

*»  See   the  images  of  Serapis,   in  Mont-  (Lucan,  iii.  429.)     "  Is  it  true  (faid  Auguf- 

faucon   (torn.  ii.  p.   297.)  :  but  the  defcrip-  "  tus  to  a  veteran  of  Italy,  at  whofe  houfe 

tion  of  Macrobius  (Saturnal.    !.  i.  c.   20.)  "  he  fupped),  that  the  man,  who  gave  the 

is  much  more  pifturefque  and  fatisfaftory.  "  iirft  blow  to  the  golden  ftatue  of  Anaids, 

'°  Sed  fortes   tremuere    manus,    motique  "  was  inftantly  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and  of 

verenda  "his  life?"     "/was  that  man   (replied  the 

Majeftate  loci,  fi  robora  facra  ferlrent  "  clcar-fighted  veteran),  and  you  now  fup 

In  fua  credebant  redituras  membra  fe-  "  on  one  of  the  legs  of  thegoddcfs."    (Plin. 

cures.  Hill.  Natur.  xxxiii.  2j..) 

of 
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of  religion,  that  propofe  any  vifible  and  material  obje£ls  of  worfliip,    CHAP, 
have  the  advantage   of  adapting  and  familiarifing  themfclves  to  the    v- — , — -^ 
fenfes  of  mankind  :  but  this  advantage  is  counterbalanced  by  the  va- 
rious and  inevitable  accidents  to  which  the  faith  of  the  idolater  is 
expofed.    It  is  fcarcely  poffible,  that,  in  every  difpofition  of  mind, 
he  Ihould  preferve  his  implicit  reverence  for  the  idols,  or  the  relics, 
which  the  naked  eye,  and  the  profane  hand,  are  unable  to  diftiil- 
guifh  from  the  moll  common  produ£lions  of  art,  or  nature;  and  if,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  their  fecret  and  miraculous  virtue  does  not  ope- 
rate for  their  own  prefervation,  he  fcorns  the  vain   apologies  of  his 
priefts,  and  juftly  derides  the  objedl,  and  the  folly,  of  his  fuperfli- 
tious  attachment ".     After  the  fall  of  Serapis,  feme  hopes  were  flill 
entertained   by  the  Pagans,  that  the  Nile  would  refufe  his   annual 
fupply  to  the  impious  mafters  of  Egypt ;  and  the  extraordinary  delay 
of  the  inundation   feemed  to  announce  the  difpleafure  of  the  river- 
god.      But  this  delay  was  foon  compenfated  by  the  rapid  fwell  of  the. 
waters.     They  fuddcnly  rofe  to  fuch  an  unufual  height,  as  to  com- 
fort the  difcontented  party  vv^ith  the  pleafmg  expe£tation  of  a  deluge ; 
till  the  peaceful  river  again  fubfided  to  the  well-known  and  fertilifmg 
level  of  fixteen  cubits,  or  about  thirty  Englifh  feet  ^\ 

The  temples  of  the  Roman  empire  were  deferted,  or  deftroyed  ;    y]^^  Pagan  ■ 
but  the  ingenious  fuperftition  of  the  Pagans  ftill  attempted  to  elude   "^^''f -u"  'j 
the   laws  of  Theodofius,  by  which   all  facrifices  had  been  feverely  A.  D.  399.- 
prohibited.     The  inhabitants  of  the  country,  whofe  conduct  was  lefs 
expofed  to  the  eye  of  malicious  curiofity,  difguifed  their  religions^ 
under  the  appearance  of  convivial,  meetings.     On  the  days  of  fo- 

5'  The  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  affords  uniformly  fubfifted  fince  the  time  of  Hero- 
frequent  examples  of  the  fudden  change  from  dotus.  See  Freret,  in  the  Mem.  de  I'Aca- 
fupcrftilion  to  contempt.  demie   des   Infcriptions,  torn.  xvi.  p.  344 — 

'*  Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  20.     I  have  fupplied  353.     Greaves's  Mifcellaneous  Works,  vol.  i,  . 

the  meafure.     The  fame  ftandard,  of  the  in-  p.  233.     The  Egyptian  cubitis  about  twenty- 

Jindation,  and  coafequently  of  the  cubit,  has  two  inches  of  the  Englifli  meafure. 

3~  lemoi 
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C  H  A  P.    lemii  feflivals,  they  affembled  in  great  numbers  under  the  fpreadiiig 

XXV'III.  n  i_  1 

V  -,-.^  fiiadc  of  fome  confecrated  trees  ;  fheep  and  oxen  were  llaughtered 
and  roaftcd  ;  and  this  rural  entertainment  was  fandified  by  the  ufe 
of  incenfe,  and  by  the  hymns,  which  were  fung  in  honour  of  the 
gods.  But  it  was  alleged,  that,  as  -no  part  of  the  animal  was  made 
a  burnt-offering,  as  no  altar  was  provided  to  receive  the  blood,  and 
as  the  previous  oblation  of  fait  cakes,  and  the  concluding  ceremony 
of  libations,  were  carefully  omitted,  thefe  feftal  meetings  did  not  in- 
volve the  gucfts  in  the  guilt,  or  penalty,  of  an  illegal  facrifice ". 
Whatever  might  be  the  truth  of  the  fads,  or  the  merit  of  the  dif- 
tinftlon  ",  thefe  vain  pretences  were  fwept  away  by  the  laft  cdidl 
of  Theodofius;  which  inflided  a  deadly  wound  on  the  fuperftition 
of  the  Pagans".  This  prohibitory  law  is  expreffcd  in  the  moll  ab- 
folute  and  comprehenfive  terms.  "  It  is  our  will  and  pleafure,"  fays 
the  emperor,  "  that  none  of  our  fubjeds,  whether  magiftrates  or 
*'  private  citizens,  however  exalted,  or  however  humble  may  be 
■*'  their  rank  and  condition,  fhall  prefume,  in  any  city,  or  in  any 
*'  place,  to  worfhip  an  inanimate  idol,  by  the  facrifice  of  a  guiltlefs 
"  vidim."  The  ad  of  facrificing,  and  the  pi^adice  of  divination  by 
the  entrails  of  the  yidim,  are  declared  (without  any  regard  to  the 
objed  of  the  enquiry)  a  crime  of  high-treafon  againft  the  ftate ; 
which  can  be  expiated  only  by  the  death  of  the  guilty.  The  rites 
of  Pagan  fuperftition,  which  might  feem  lefs  bloody  and  atrocious. 
Are  abolifhed,  as  highly  injurious  to  the  truth  and  honour  of  reli- 


5'  Libanius  (proTemplis,  p.  15,  r6,  17.)  "  que   ulla  fuperllhione   damnablli."   .But 

pleads  their  caufe  with  gentle  and  infintiating  nine  years  afterwards  he  found  it  neceflary  to 

rhetoric.     From  the  earlieft  age,  fuch  feafls  reiterate  and  enforce  the  fame  provifo  (Codex 

had  enlivened  the  country  ;    and    thofe    of  Theodof.  I.  xvi.  tit.  x.  leg.  17.  19.), 
Bacchus  (Georgia  ii.  380.)  had  produced  the         ''  Cod.  Theodof.  1.  xvi.   tit.  x.  leg.    iz. 

theatre  of  Athens.     See   Godefroy,  ad  loc.  Jortin   (Remarks  on  Ecclef.  Hiftory,  vol.  iv. 

Liban.  and  Codex  Theodof.  torn.  vi.  p.  284.  p.  134.)    cenfures,  with  becoming  afperity, 

^*  Honorius  tolerated  thefe  ruftic  fellivals  the   ftyle  and  fentiments  of  this  intolerant 

(A.  D,  sgg,).   "  Abfq^ue  ullo  facrificio,  at-  law. 

gion, 
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|»lon,   luminaries,    garlands,    frankincenfe,    and  libations    of  wine,    ^^^^^/},,^' 

XX  V  IJ I . 

are  Ipecially  enum.erated  and  condemned ;  and  the  harmlefs  claims  '— — ^— — ' 
'  of  the  domeftic  genius,  of  the  houfehold  gods,  are  included  in  this 
rigorous  profcription.  The  ufe  of  any  of  thcfe  profane  and  il- 
legal ceremonies,  fubjefts  the  offender  to  the  foi-feiture  of  the  houfe, 
•or  eflate,  where  fhey  have  been  performed  ;  and  if  he  has  artfully 
■chofen  the  property  of  another  for  the  fcenc  of  his  impiety,  he  is 
compelled  to  difcharge,  without  delay,  a  heavy  fine  of  twenty-five 
pounds  of  gold,  or  more  than  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  A 
fine,  not  lefs  confiderable,  is  impofed  on  the  connivance  of  the  fecret 
enemies  of  religion,  who  fliall  negled:  the  duty  of  their  refpe<£l:ive 
ftations,  either  to  reveal,  or  to  punilhi,  the  guilt  of  idolatry.  Such 
was  the  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  Theodofius,  which  were 
repeatedly  enforced  by  his  fons  and  grandfcns,  with  the  loud 
-and  unanimous  applaufe  of  the  Chriftian  world  '^ 

In  the  cruel  reigns  of  Decius  and  Diocletian,  Chriflianity  had  Oppreffe^* 
been  profcribed,  as  a  revolt  from  the  ancient  and  hereditary  religion 
of  the  empire  ;  and  the  unjuft  fufpicions  which  were  entertained  of 
a  dark  and  dangerous  fadbion,  were,  in  fome  meafure,  countenanced 
hj  the  infeparable  union,  and  rapid  conquefts,  of  the  Catholic  church. 
But  the  fame  excufes  of  fear  and  ignorance  cannot  be  applied  to  the 
Chriftian  emperors,  who  violated  the  precepts  of  humanity  and  of 
the  gofpel.  The  experience  of  ages  had  betrayed  the  weaknefs,  as 
well  as  folly,  of  Paganifm ;  the  light  of  reafon  and  of  faith  had 
already  expofed,  to  the  greateft  part  of  mankind,  the  vanity  of  idols; 
and  the  declining  fe(fl:,  which  ftill  adhered  to  their  worfliip,  might 

'°  Such   a    chrirgs   (houlfl  not   be   lightly  "  e.1:  ;  illius  quippe  impietatis  capliaie  fup- 

Inade  ;   but  it  may  furely  be  juftified  by  the  "  plicium  eil"  Epift.  xciii.  N°   lo.    quoted 

authority  of  St.  Auguilin,  who  thus  aJdref-  by  Le  Clerc  (Bibliotheque  Choifle,  torn.  viii. 

fes  the  Donatifts.     "  Qais  noftrutn,  quis  vef-  p.  277.),  who  adds  fome  judiciousrefleilions 

■"  trum    non  laudat  leges  ab  Imperatoribus  on  the  intolerance  of  the  viclorious   Chrif- 

"  datas  adverfus  facrificia  Pag,T.norum  r  Et  tians. 
"  certe  longe  ibi  pcsna   feverior  conlHcuta 

Vol.  III.  N  have 
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Sixv'fi/'    ^^^^'^  ^^^"^  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  peace  and  obfcurity,  the  religious 

♦— — V '    cuftoms  of  their  anceftors.     Had  the  Pagans  been  animated  by  the 

undaunted  zeal,  which  poffefled  the  minds  of  the  primitive  believers, 
the  triumph  of  the  church  muft  have  been  ftained  with  blood  ;   and 
the  martyrs  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo  might  have  embraced  the  glorious, 
opportunity  of  devoting  their  lives  and  fortunes  at  the  foot  of  their 
altars.     But  fuch  obftinate  zeal  was  not  congenial  to  the  loofe  and 
carelefs  temper  of  polytheifm.     The  violent  and  repeated  ftrokes  of 
the  orthodox  princes,  were  broken  by  the  foft  and  yielding  fubftance 
againft  which  they  were  directed  ;  and  the  ready  obedience  of  the 
Pagans  protected  them  from  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  Theodo- 
fian  Code  ".     Inftead  of  aflerting,  that  the  authority  of  the  gods  was 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  emperor,  they  defifted,  with  a  plaintive  mur- 
mur, from  the  ufe  of  tliofe  facred  rites  which  their  fovercign  had 
condemned.     If  they  were  fometimes  tempted,  by  a  fally  of  paffion^ 
or  by  the  hopes  of  concealment,  to  indulge  their  favourite  fuperfti- 
tion  ;  their  humble  repentance  difarmed  the  feverity  of  the  Chriftiaix 
magiftrate,  and  they  feldom  refufed  to  atone  for  their  rafhnefs,  by 
fubmitting,  with  fome  fecret  reludtance,  to  the  yoke  of  the  GofpeL 
The  churches  were  filled  with  the  increafing  multitude  of  thefe  un- 
w^orthy  profelytes,  who  had  conformed,  from  temporal  motives,   to 
the  reigning  religion  ;  and  whilft  they  devoutly  imitated  the  pof~ 
tures,  and  recited  the  prayers,  of  the  faithful,  they  fatisfied  their  con- 
fcience  by  the  filent  and  fmcere  invocation  of  the  gods  of  antiquity ''.. 
If  the  Pagans  wanted  patience  to  fuffer,  they  wanted  fpirit  to  refift ; 
and  the  fcattered  myriads,  who  deplored  the  ruin  of  the  temples, 

5'  Orofius.l.  vii.  c.  2S.  p.  537.    Auguftin         '^Libanius  (pro  Templis,  p.  17,  iS^ymen- 
(Enarrat.  in  Pfalm  cxl.  apud  Lardner,  Hea-  jj^^j^  without  cenfiire,   the  occafional  con- 
then  Teftimonies,   vol.    iv.   p.  458.)   infults  r       ■,  j      ■.  .u     ,  •     ,    ,  r.i,  /■ 
,.         ,,  ^  •                           1  formity,  and  as  It  were  theatrical  play,  of  thele 
their  cowardice.     "  Quis  eorum  comprehen-                                                             i     .  ■> 


fus  eft  in  facrificio  (cum  his  legibus  iHa    hypo'^^tes. 
prohiberentur)  etnon  negavit :" 


yielded, 
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Tieldetl,  without  a  conteft,  to  the  fortune  of  their  adverfaries.     The    CHAP. 

,  .  .  xxvjn. 

diforderly  oppofition  "  of  the  peafiuits  of  Syria,  and  the  populace    v— v — ^ 

of  Alexandria,  to  the  rage  of  private  fanaticilm,  was  filenced  by  the 
name  and  authority  of  the  emperor.  The  Pagans  of  the  Weft,  with- 
out contributing  to  the  elevation  of  Eugenius,  difgraced,  by  their 
partial  attachment,  the  caufe  and  character  of  the  ufurper.  The 
clergy  vehemently  exclaimed,  that  he  aggravated  the  crime  of  rebel- 
lion by  the  guilt  of  apoftacy ;  that,  by  his  permiffion,  the  altar  of 
Viftory  was  again  reftored  ;  and  that  the  idolatrous  fymbols  of  Ju- 
piter and  Hercules  were  difplayed  in  the  field,  againft  the  invincible 
ftandard  of  the  crofs.  But  the  vain  hopes  of  the  Pagans  were  foon 
annihilated  by  the  defeat  of  Eugenius  ;  and  they  were  left  expofec^ 
to  the  refentment  of  the  conqueror,  who  laboured  to  deferve  the  fa- 
vour of  Heaven  by  the  extirpation  of  idolatry  °°. 

A  nation  of  flaves  is  always  prepared  to  applaud  the  clemencv  of  ""4  Anally 

■/      ^      '■  •"■A  J  extinguiJlied, 

their  mafter,  who,  in  the  abufe  of  abfolute  power,  does  not  proceed  A.  0.390— 
to  the  laft  extremes  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion.  Theodofius  might 
undoubtedly  have  propofed  to  his  Pagan  fubje£l:s  the  alternative  of 
baptifm  or  of  death  ;  and  the  eloquent  Libanius  has  praifed  the  mo- 
deration of  a  prince,  who  never  enafted,  by  any  pofitive  law,  that 
all  his  fubje£ts  fhould  immediately  embrace  and  prad:ife  the  religion 
of  their  fovereign  ''.  The  profeffion  of  Chriftianity  was  not  made 
an  effential  qualification  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  civil  rights  of  fo- 
ciety,  nor  were  any  peculiar  hardfliips  impofed  on  the  fedtaries,  who 
creduloufly  received  the  fables  of  Ovid,  and  obftinately  rejected  the 

"  Libanius  concludes  his  apology  (p.  32.),  guftin  de  Civitat.  Dei,  1.  v.  c.  26.     Theodo- 

by  declaring  to  the  emperor,  that  unlefs  he  ret,  I.  v.  c.  24. 

exprefsly  warrants  the  deftrudtion  of  the  tern-         *'  Libanius  fuggefts  the  form  of  a  perfe- 

ples,  lo-Oi  Ttf?  Tuv  ay^uv  Sic-r.ra^,  ;t;ii  avrtig,  Kai  cuting  cdidl,  wliich  Theodofius  might  enaft 

TO  toftw  |3'r,iSiiJo»Ta.:,  the  proprietors  will  defend  (pro  Templis,  p.  32.);  a  rafh  joke,  and  a 

themfelves  and  the  laws.  dangerous  experiment.     Some  princes  would 

*°  Paulinus,  in  Vit.  Ambrof.  c.  26.     An-  have  taken  his  advice. 

N  2  miracles 
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CHAP. 
XXVIII. 


miracles  of  the  Gofpel.  The  palace,  the  fchools,  the  army,  and  the 
fenate,  were  filled  v/ith  declared  and  devout  Pagans ;  they  obtained, 
VV^ithout  diftindlion,  the  civil  and  military  honours  of  the  empire. 
Theodofius  diftinguifhed  his  liberal  regard  for  viitue  and  genius  by 
the  confular  dignity,  which  he  beftowed  on  Symmachus  '' ;  and  by 
the  perfonal  friendfiiip  which  he  exprefled  to  Libanius  "  ;  and  the 
two  eloquent  apologifts  of  Paganifm  were  never  required  either 
to  cliange,  or  to  diffemble,  their  religious  opinions.  The  Pa- 
gans were  indulged  in  the  moft  licentious  freedom  of  fpeech  and 
writing ;  the  hiftorical  and  philofophic  remains  of  Eunapius,  Zo— 
fimus"*,  and  the  fanatic  teachers  of  the  fchool  of  Plato,  betray  the 
moft  furious  animofity,  and  contain  the  fharpeft  invectives  againft 
the  fentiments  and  condudl  of  their  vidtorious  adverfaries.  If  thefe 
audacious  libels  were  publicly  known,  we  muft  applaud  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  Chriftian  princes,  who  viewed,  with  a  fmile  of  con- 
tempt, the  laft  ftruggles  of  fuperftition  and  def|»air  ^^  But  the  Im— 
perial  laws,  which  prohibited  the  facrifices  and  ceremonies  of  Pa- 
ganifm, were  rigidly  executed  ;  and  every  hour  contributed  to 
dcftroy  the  influence  of  a  religion,  which  was  fupported  by  cuftom,, 
rather  than  by  argument.  The  devotion  of  the  poet,  or  the  philo- 
fopher,  may  be  fecretly  noirrifhed  by  prayer,,  meditation,  and  ftudy  ;. 


'*  Denlque-  pro  mentis  terreflribus  xque 

rependens 
Munera,    facric'olis  fummos   impertit  ho- 

nores. 

Ipfe    magiftratum    tibi  confulis,   ipfe    tri- 
bunal 
Contulit. 

Prudent,  in  Symmach.  i.  617,  Sec. 
*'  Libanius  (pro  Templis,  p.  32.)  is  proud 
that  Theodofius  fhould  thus  diftinguilli  a 
man,  who  even  in  his  prefence  would  fwear 
by  Jupiter.  Yet  this  prefence  feems  to  be  no 
more  than  a  figiire  of  rhetoric. 


**  Zofimus,  who  ftyles  himfelf  Count  and 
Ex-ad\'Ocate  of  the  Treafury,  reviles,  with 
partial  and  indecent  bigotry,  the  Chriftian 
princes,  and  everr  the  father  of  his  fovereign. 
His  workmuil  have  been  privately  circulated,, 
fince  it  efcaped  the  inveftives  of  the  ectlcfiaf- 
tical  hiilorians  prior  to  Evagrius  (1.  iii.  c.  40 
—  42;),  who  lived  towards  the  end  of  the 
iixth  century. 

'"'  Yet  the  Pagans  of  Africa  complained, 
that  the  times  would  not  allow  them  to  an- 
fwer  with  freedom  the  City  of  God  :  nor  does. 
St.  Augullin  (v.  26.)  deny  the  charge. 

but 
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but  the   exerclfe  of  public   worfhip    appears   to  be  the    only  foild    ^„^,,^r^* 

A.  A.  V  ill* 

foundation  of  the  religious  fcntiments  of  the  people,  which  derive  ^.— ^.~  ■■< ' 
their  force  from  imitation  and  habit.  The  interruption  of  that  public 
exerclfe  may  confummate,  in  the  period  of  a  few  years,  the  import- 
ant work  of  a  national  revolution.  The  memory  of  theological 
opinions  cannot  long  be  preferved,  without  the  artificial  helps  of 
priefts,  of  temples,  and  of  books '\  The  ignorant  vulgar,  whofe 
minds  are  ftill  agitated  by  the  blind  hopes  and  terrors  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  will  be  foon  perfuaded  by  their  fuperiors,  to  direft  their  vows 
to  the  reigning  deities  of  the  age  ;  and  will  infenfibly  imbibe  an  ar- 
dent zeal  for  the  fupport  and  propagation  of  the  new  dodlrine,, 
which  fpirltual  hunger  at  firfl  compelled  them  to  accept.  The  ge- 
neration that  arofe  in  the  v/orld  after  the  promulgation  of  the  Im- 
perial laws,  was  attra£ted  within  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  church : 
and  fo  rapid,  yet  fo  gentle,  was  the  fall  of  Paganifm,  that  only 
twenty-eight  years  after  the  death  of  Theodofius,  the  faint  and  mi- 
nute veftiges  were  no  longer  vifible  to  the  eye  of  the  legifla-- 
tor  '\ 

The  ruin  of  the  Pagan  religion  is  defcribed  by  the  fophifts,  as  a  The  worfhip 
dreadful  and  amazing  prodigy,  which  covered  the  earth  with  dark-  tian  mariyrsl 
nefs,  and  reftored  the  ancient  dominion  of  chaos  and  of  night.    They 
relate,  in  folemn   and  pathetic  ftrains,  that  the   temples  were  con- 
verted into   fepulchres,  and  that  the  holy  places,   which  had  been 
adorned  by  the  ftatues  of  the  gods,  were  bafely  polluted  by  the  relics^ 
of  Chriftian  martyrs.     "  The   monks"  (a  race  of  filthy  animals,  to' 

**  The  Moors  of  Spain,  who  fecretly  pre-  *'  Paganos  qui  fuperfunt,  qu.inqiiam  jam- 

ferved  the  Mahometan  religion,  above  a  cen-  nullos  efle  credamus,  &c.     Cod.    Theodof. 

tury,   under  the  tyranny  of  the  Inquifition,  1.  xvi.    tit.  x.    leg.    z2.    A.  D.   423.     The 

poflefTed  the  Koran,  with  the  peculiar  ufe  of  younger  Theodofius  was  afterwards  fatisfied,, 

the  Arabic  tongue.     See  the  curious  and  ho-  that  his  judgnaeiu  had  been  fomewhat  pre- 

neft  llory  of  their  expulilon  in  Geddes  ^Mif-  matiue, 
eellanies,  vol.  i.  p.  i — 198.). 

1  whoia 
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C  H  A  P.    wliom  Eunapius  is  tempted  to  refufe  the  name  of  men)  "  are  the 
XXVIII.  ^  ...  .  . 

"  authors  of  the  new  worflnip,  whicli,  in  the  place  of  tliofe  deities, 

*'  who    are   conceived  by  the    imderftanding,    has    fubftituted    the 

*'  meaneft   and   moft  contemptible   flaves.     The   heads,  faked   and 

"  pickled,  of  thofe  infamous  malefadors,  who  for  the  multitude  of 

"  their  crimes  have   fufiered  a  juft   and   ignominious  death ;  their 

"  bodies,  Hill  marked  by  the  impreffion  of  the   lafh,  and  die  fears 

"  of  thofe  tortures  which  were  inflidted  by  the  fentence  of  the  ma- 

*'  giftrate;  fuch"   (continues  Eunapiue)  "  are  the   gods  which   the 

"  earth  produces  in  our  days;  fuch  are  the  martyrs,  the  fupreme 

"  arbitrators  of  our  prayers  and  petitions  to  the  Deity,  whofe  tombs 

"  are  now  confecrated  as  the  objeds  of  the  veneration  of  the  peo- 

"  ple'*^"  Without  approving  th€  malice,  it  is  natural  enough  to  ihare 

the  furprife,  of  the   Sophlft,  the  fpedlator  of  a  revolution,   which 

raifed  thofe  obfcure  vi<Slinis  of  the  laws  of  Rome,   to  the  rank  of  ce- 

lefllal  and  invifible  protestors  of  the  Roman  empire.     The  grateful 

refpe<St  of  the  Chriftians  for  the  martyrs  of  the  faith,  was  exalted,  by 

time  and  victory,  into  religious  adoration  ;   and  the  moft  illuftrious 

of  the  faints  and  prophets  were  defervedly  affociated  to  the  honours 

of  the  martyrs.     One  hundred  and  fifty   years   after  the  glorious 

deaths  of  St.  Peter  and   St.  Paul,  the  Vatican  and  the  Oftian   road 

were  diftinguifhed  by  the  tombs,  or  rather  by  the  trophies,  of  thofe 

fpiritual   heroes^".     In   the   age  ivhich   followed  the  converfion  of 

Conftantine,  the  emperors,  the  confuls,  and  the  generals  of  armies, 

devoutly  vifited  the  fepulchres  of  a  tent-maker  and  a  liflierman  '" ; 

^'^  See  Eunapi'us,  in  the  life  of  the  fophift  7'  Chryfoftom.  Qiiod  Chriftus  fit  Deus. 
^defius;  in  that  of  Eullathius  he  foretels  Tom.  i.  nov.  edit.  N"  9.  I  am  indebted  for 
the  rui«  of  Paganifm,  ;...  r.  f-.:  C.,V,  ...  uuh,     .j^is  quotation  to  Benedid  the  XlVth's  pafto- 

60  r^  ■      r       J  c   r  1      rj-n.    i?     i  /-  i    ••       J's'  letter  On  the  lubiice  or  the  year    17CO. 
"'  Caius  (apud  Eufeb.   Hid.   bcclef.  1.  a.  •'  ^  ^  1         ' / i^' 

c.  25.),  a  Roman  preibyter,   who   lived  in     See  the  curious  and  entertaining  letters  of  M, 

the  time  of  Zephyrinus  (A.  D.  202—219.),     ^'^^^^'  "^O"'-  "i- 

is  an  early  wituefsof  this  fuperftitiouspradice, 

.3  and 
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and  their  veneralile  bones  were  depofited  under  the  altars  of  Chrift,    ^  ,H  A  P. 

A  A  Vlll»- 

oil  which  the  bifliops  of  the  royal  city  continually  offered  the  un-    * ' ' 

bloody  facrince  ".  The  new  capital  of  the  eaftern  world,  unable  to 
produce  any  ancient  and  domeftic  trophies,  wa&  enriched  by  the 
fpoils  of  dependent  provinces.  The  bodies  of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Luke, 
and  St.  Timothy,  had  repofed,  near  three  hundred  years,  in  the  ob- 
fcure  graves,  from  whence  they  were  tranfported,  in  folemn  pomp, 
to  the  church  of  the  Apoftlcs,  which  the  magnificence  of  Conftantine 
had  founded  on  the  banks  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  '\  About  fifty 
years  afterwards,  the  fame  banks  were  honoured  by  the  prefence  of 
Samuel,  the  judge  and  prophet  of  the  people  of  Ifrael.  His  afhes, 
depofited  in  a  golden  vafe,  and  covered  with  a  filken  veil,  were  de- 
livered by  the  bifhops  into  each  others  hands.  The  relics  of  Samuel 
were  received  by  the  people,  with  the  fame  joy  and  reverence  which 
they  would  have  fhewn  to  the  living  prophet ;  the  highways,  from 
Paleftine  to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople,  were  filled  with  an  uninter- 
rupted proceflion  ;  and  the  emperor  Arcadius  himfelf,  at  the  head  of 
the  molf  illuftrious  members  of  the  clergy  and  fenate,  advanced 
to  meet  his  extraordinary  gueft,  who  had  always  deferved  and 
claimed  the  homage  of  kings  ''\  The  exampk  of  Rome  and  Con- 
ftantinople confirmed  the  faith  and  difcipline  of  the  Catholic  world. 
The  honours  of  the  faints  and  martyrs,  after  a  feeble  and  ineffedual 
murmur  of  profane  reafon  '■^,  were  univerfally  eftablifhed  ;  and  in 

the 

7'  Male  facit  ergo  Romanus    epifcopus  ?  nlus  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  60.  N°  34.)  vvifhes 

qui,    fuper  mortuorum   hominiim,     Petri    &  to  be'^eve,  and  Tiilemont  is  forced  to  rejeft. 

PauH,  feciindum  nos,  ofTa  veneranda  ....  St.  Andrew  was  adopted  as  the  fpiritual  foun- 

ofFert  Domino  facrificia,  et  tumulos  eorum,  derof  Conftantinople  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.i. 

Chrifti    arbitratur  altaria.     Jerom.  torn.  ii.  p.  317 — 323.  588—594.). 
adverf.  Vigilant,  p.  153.  73  jgi-^^   ^t„^_  ;;_  p_  j,^^^  pompoudyde- 

'-  Jerom  (lom.  ii.   p.  122.)   bears  witnefs  fcribes   the   tranflation  of  Samuel,  which  is 

to  thefe  tranflations,  which  are  negkaed  by  noticed  in  all  the  chronicles  of  the  times, 
the  eccl'-fiaftical  hiftorians.     The  paffion  of        '+  The  prelbyter  Vigilantius,  the  proteft- 

St.  Andrew  at  Patrs,  is  defcribed  in  an  epif-  ant  of  his  age,  firmly,   though  inefFeftually, 

Jle  from  the  clergy  of  Achaia,  which  Baro-  withftood  the  fuperftition  of  monks,  relics, 

faintS] 
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CHAP,    the  ase  of  Ambrofe  and  Terom,  fomethlna;  was  ftill  deemed  wantinj' 

XXVIII.  ^  .  .       .  r 

< ^ '    to  the  fandlity  of  a  Chriftian   church,  till  it  had  been  conlecratcd 

by  fome  portion  of  holy  relics,  which  fixed  and  inflamed  the  devo- 
tion of  the  faithful. 
General  In  the  long  period  of  twelve  hundred  years,  which  elapfed  between 

refleftions.  .^j^^  reign  of  Conftantine  and  the  reformation  of  Luther,  tlie  wor- 
iliip  of  faints  and  relics  corrupted  the  pure  and  perfed  fnnplicity  of 
the  Chriftian  model  ;  and  fome  fymptoms  of  degeneracy  may  be  ob- 
ferved  even  in  the  firft  generations  which  adopted  and  cheriflied  this 
pernicious  innovation. 
I.  Fabulous  I.  The  fatisfa£tory  experience,  that  the  relics  of  faints  were  more 
Telkl"^^  valuable  than  gold  or  precious  ftones",  ftimulated  the  clergy  to 
multiply  the  treafures  of  the  church.  Without  much  regard  for 
truth  or  probability,  they  invented  names  for  fkeletons,  and  adions 
for  names.  The  fame  of  the  apoftlcs,  and  of  the  holy  men 
who  had  imitated  their  virtues,  was  darkened  by  religious  fidlion. 
To  the  invincible  band  of  genuine  and  primitive  martyrs,  they 
added  myi-iads  of  imaginary  heroes,  who  had  never  exifted,  except  in 
the  fancy  of  crafty  Or  credulous  legendaries ;  and  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpe(3:,  that  Tours  might  not  be  the  only  diocefe  in  which  the  bones 
of  a  malefadlor  were  adored,  inftead  of  thofe  of  a  faint  '*.  A  fuper- 
ftitious  practice,  v.'hich  tended  to  increafe  the  temptations  of  fraud, 

faints,  faftf,  Sec.  for  which  Jerom  coifipares  to  the  pious  obferi-ation  of  the  clergy  of  Sm^T- 

himto  the  Hydra.Cerberus,  theCentaurs,&c.  na,  who  carefully  preferved  the  relics  of  St. 

and  confiders  him  only  as  the  organ   of  the  Polycarp  the  martyr. 

Daemon   (torn.  ii.   p.  120-126.).    Whoever         76  M-irtii  of  Tours  (See  his  life,  c.  8.  by 

will  perufe  the  controver.^y  of  St.  Jerom  and  Sulpicios    Severus)    extorted    this  confeffion 

Vigilantius,  and  St.   Auguftin's    account  of  from  the  mouth  of  the  dead  man.     The  er^ 

rhe   miracles  of  St.   Stephen,    may   fpeedily  ror  is  allowed  to  be  natural ;   the  difcovery  is 

gain  fome  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Fathers.  fuppofed  to   be  miraculous.     V/hich   of  the 

'5  M.  de  Beaufobre  (Hif:.  du  Manicheifme>  two  was  likely  to  happen  moft  frequently  f 
torn.  ii.  p.  648.)  has  applied  a  worldly  fenfe 

and 
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and   credulity,  infenfibly  extinguifhed  the  light  of  hiftory,  and  of    chap. 
reafon,  in  the  Chriftian  world.  ._    .^-   _f 

II.  But  the  progrefs  of  fuperftition  would  have  been  much  lefs  ^^'  Miracles. 
rapid  and  vidorious,  if  the  faith  of  the  people  had  not  been  afllfted 
by  the  feafonable  aid  of  vifions  and  miracles,  to  afcertain  the  au- 
thenticity and  virtue  of  the  moft  fufpicious  relics.  In  the  reign  of 
the  younger  Theodofuis,  Lucian ",  a  prefbyter  of  Jerufalem,  and 
the  ecclefiaftical  minifter  of  the  village  of  Caphargamala,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  city,  related  a  very  frnguun-  dream,  which,  to 
remove  his  doubts,  had  been  repeated  on  three  fucceffive  Saturdays. 
A  venerable  figure  flood  before  him,  in  the  filence  of  the  night,  with 
a  long  beard,  a  white  robe,  and  a  gold  rod  ;  announced  himfelf  by 
the  name  of  Gamaliel,  and  revealed  to  the  aftonifhed  prefbyter, 
that  his  own  corpfe,  with  the  bodies  of  his  fon  Abibas,  his  friend 
Nicodemus,  and  the  illuftrious  Stephen,  the  firft  martyr  of  the 
Chriftian  faith,  were  fecretly  buried  in  the  adjacent  field.  He  added, 
with  fome  impatience,  that  it  was  time  to  releafe  himfelf,  and  his 
companions,  from  their  obfcure  prifon  ;  that  their  appearance  would 
be  falutary  to  a  diftrefled  world ;  and  that  they  had  made  choice  of 
Lucian  to  inform  the  bifhop  of  Jerufalem  of  their  fituation,  and 
their  wilhes.  The  doubts  and  difficulties  which  ftill  retarded  this 
important  difcovery,  were  fuccefliVely  removed  by  new  vifions  :  and 
the  ground  was  opened  by  the  bilTiop,  in  the  prefence  of  an  innu- 
merable multitude.  The  coffins  of  Gamaliel,  of  his  fon,  and  of  his 
friend,  were  found  in  regular  order ;  but  when  the  fourth  coffin, 
which  contained  the  remains  of  Stephen,  was  fhewn  to  the  light,  the 

"  Lucian  compofcd  in  Greek  his  original  feveral  copies,  with  inany  various  reading. 

narrative,  which  has  been  tranflated  by  Avi-  Jt  is   the  charafter  of  falfehood  to  be  loofe 

tus,  and  publifhed  by  Baronius   (Annal.  Ec-  and  inconflflent.     The  moft  incredible  parts 

tlef.  A.D.  415.  N°7  — 16.).     The  Benedic-  of  the  legend  are  fmoothed  and   foftcned  by 

tine  editors  of  St.  Auguftin    have  given   (at  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclcl'.  torn.  ii.  p.  9,  &.-.). 
the  end  of  the  work  De  Civitate  Dei)  two 

Vol.  III.  O  earth 
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G  H  A  p.  earth  trembled,  and  an  odour,  fucli  as  that  of  paradife,  was  fmelt,. 
which  inftantly  cured  the  various  difeafes  of  feventy-thrce  of  the 
affiftants.  The  companions  of  Stephen  were  left  in  their  peaceful 
refidence  of  Caphargamala :  but  the  relics  of  the  firil  martyr  were- 
tranfported,  in  folemn  proceffion,  to  a  church  conftrudled  in  their: 
honour  on  Mount  Sion  ;  and  the  minute  particles  of  thofe  relics,  a 
drop  of  blood  '\  or  the  fcrapings  of  a  bone,  were  acknowledged,, 
in  almoft  every  province  of  the  Roman  world,  to  poflefs  a  divine 
and  miraculous  virtue.  The  grave  and  learned  Auguftin '',  whofe 
underftanding  fcarcely  admits  the  excufe  of  credulity,  has  attefted' 
the  innumerable  prodigies  which  were  performed  in  Africa,  by  the 
relics  of  St.  Stephen ;  and  this  marvellous  narrative  is  inferted  in  the 
elaborate  work  of  the  City  of  God,  which  the  bifhop  of  Hippo  de~ 
figned  as  a  folid  and  immortal  proof  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity. 
Auguftin  folemnly  declares,  that  he  has  feledled  thofe  miracles  only 
which  were  publicly  certified  by  the  perfons,  who  were  either  the 
objeds,  or  the  fpedlators,  of  the  power  of  the  martyr.  Many  pro- 
dip'ies  v/ere  omitted,  or  forgotten ;  and  Hippo  had  been  lefs  favour- 
ably treated  than  the  other  cities  of  the  province.  And  yet  the 
bilhop  enumerates  above  feventy  miracles,  of  which  three  were  re- 
furred:ions  from  the  dead,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  within  the 
limits  of  his  own  diocefe  ^°.  If  we  enlarge  oar  view  to  all  the 
diocefes,  and  all   the  faints,  of  the  Chriftian  world,  it   will  not  be 

'^  A  ph'.al  of  St.  Stephen's  hlood  was  an-  the  merit  of  a  magnificent  defign,  vigoroufly» 

nually  liquefied  at  Naples,  till  he-was  fiiper-  and  not  unficilfuJiv,  executed, 
fcded  by  St.  Januaiius  (Ruinart.  Hift.  Perfc-         ""  See  Auguftin  de  Civitat.  Dei,  1.  xxii.'  c. 

cut.  Vandal,  p.  529.).  22.  and  the  Appendix,  which   contains  two 

"  Auguftin  compofed  the  two-and-twenty  books  of  St.  Stephen's  miracles,  by  Evodi.us, , 

Jjooks  de  CivitAteDei  in  the  fpace  of  thirteen  bifhop  of  Uzalis.  Freculphus  (apiid  Bafna"-e, 

years,  A.  D.  413--426    (Tillcmont,   Mem.  Hift.  desjuifs,  torn.  viii.  p.  249.)  has  preferved 

Ecclef.  torn.  \iv.  p.  608,  &c.).  His  learning  a  Gallic  or  Spanifh  proverb,  "  Whoever  pre- 

is  too  often  borrowed,   and  his  arguments  are  "   tends  to  have  read  all  the  miracles  of  St. 

toooften  his  own  ;  but  tlie  whole  work  claims  "  Stephen,  he  lies." 

eafy 
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eafy  to  calculate  the  fables,  and  the  errors,  which  iflued  from  this  ^  ^"^  f"  ^- 

mexhauftible   lource.     But  we   may   furely  be  allowed  to  obferve,  > , » 

that  a  miracle,  in  that  age  of  fuperftition  and  credulity,  loft  its  name 
•and  its  merit,  fnice  it  could  fcarcely  be  confidered  as  a  deviation 
from  the  ordinary,  and  eftabliftied,  laws  of  nature. 

III.  The  inimmerable  miracles,  of  which  the  tombs  of  the  mar-  nr.  Revival 

of  polythc- 

tyrs  were  the  perpetual  theatre,  revealed  to  the  pious  believer  "the  ifm. 
adlual  ftate  and  conftitution  of  the  invifible  world  ;  and  his  religious 
fpeculations  appeared  to  be  founded  on  the  firm  bafis  of  fad  and 
•experience.  Whatever  might  be  the  condition  of  vulgar  fouls,  in  the 
long  interval  between  the  diflblution  and  the  refurredlion  of  their 
bodies,  it  was  evident  that  the  fuperior  fpirits  of  the  faints  and  mar- 
tyrs did  not  confume  that  portion  of  their  exiftence  in  filent  and 
inglorious  fleep  *'.  It  was  evident  (without  prefuming  to  determine 
the  place  of  their  habitation,  or  the  nature  of  their  felicity)  that  they 
enjoyed  the  lively  and  a(Slive  confcioufnefs  of  their  happinefs,  their 
virtue,  and  their  powers  ;  and  that  they  had  already  fecured  the  pof- 
feilion  of  their  eternal  reward.  The  enlai-gement  of  their  intellec- 
tual faculties,  furpafled  the  meafure  of  the  human  imagination  ;  fmce 
it  was  proved  by  experience^  that  they  Vi'^ere  capable  of  hearing  and 
underftanding  the  various  petitions  of  their  numerous  votaries ;  who, 
in  the  fame  moment  of  time,  but  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the 
world,  invoked  the  name  and  affiftance  of  Stephen  or  of  Martin  ", 

''  Burnet  (de  Statu  McrtuDrum,*  p.  56—  ubi  vcJu.crunt  adcfle  prEfentes.     But  Jercm 

84.)  collefts  the  opinions  of  the  Fathers,  as  (tom.ii.  p.  122.)  llernly  refutes  this  blafphe- 

-far  as  they  aflert  the  fleep,  or  repofe,  of  liu-  my,     Tu    Deo   leges    pones?     Tu    apoftolfs 

man   fouls   till   the   day  of  judgment.     He  vincula   injicies,    ut   ufque  ad    diem  judicii 

afterwards  expofes  (p.  91,  &;c.)  the  iiiconve-  teneantur  CLillodi.':,  ncc  fint  cum  Domino  fuo  ; 

Tiiencies  which  muft  arife,  if  they  poflefl'ed  a  de   quibus  fcripfum   eft,  Sequuntur  Agnum 

more  aftive  and  fenfible  exiftence.  quocunque   vadit.     Si  Agnus  ubique,  ergo, 

**  Vigilantius  placed  the  fouls  of  the  pro-  et  hi,  qui  cum  Agno  funt,   ubique  efle  cre- 

phets  and   martyrs,   either  in  the  bofom  of  dendi  funt.     Et   cum  diabolus  et  dsmones 

Abraham   (in  loco  refrigerii),   or  el fe  under  toto  vagentur  in  orbe,  &.'C. 
the  altar  of  God.     Necpofle  fuis  tumulis  ct 

O  2  The 
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CHAP.    Xhc   confidence   of  their  petitioners  was  founded  on  the  perfuafion, 
xxviii.  . ,  ...  . 

tliat   the  faints,  who  reigned  with  Chrift,  caft  an  eye  of  pity  upon 

earth  ;  that  they  were  warmly  intereited  in  the  profperity  of  the 
Catholic  church  ;  and  that  the  individuals,  who  imitated  the  example 
of  their  faith  and  piety,  were  the  peculiar  and  favourite  objects  of 
their  mofl  tender  regard.  Sometimes,  indeed,  their  friendiliip  might 
be  influenced  by  conliderations  of  a  lefs  exalted  kind  :  they  viewed,, 
with  partial  affedlion,.  the  places  which  had  been  ccnfccrated  by  their 
birth,  their  refidence,  their  death,  their  burial,  or  the  poflelTion  of 
their  relics.  The  meaner  paffions  of  pride,  avarice,  and  revenge,, 
may  be  deemed  unworthy  of  a  celeflrial  breaft ;  yet  the  faints  them- 
felves  condefcended  to  teftify  their  grateful  approbation  of  the  libe- 
rality of  their  votaries:  and  the  fliarpeft  bolts  of  punifhment  were 
hurled  againft  thofe  impious  wretches,  who  violated  their  magnificent 
flirines,  or  difbelieved  their  fupernatural  power"'.  Atrocious,  in- 
deed, muft  have  been  the  guilt,  and  ftrange  would  have  been  the 
fcepticifm,  of  thofe  men,  if  they  had  obftinately  refifted  the  proofs  of 
A  divine  agency,  which  the  elements,  the  whole  range  of  the  animal 
creation,  and  even  the  fubtle  and  invlfible  operations  of  the  human 
mind,  were  compelled  to  obey  **.  The  immediate,  and  almoft  in- 
ftantaneous,  effects,  that  were  fuppofed  to  follow  the  prayer,  or  the 
offence,  fatisiied  the  Chriftians,  of  the  ample  meafure  of  favour  and' 
authority,  wiiich  the  faints  enjoyed  in  the  prefence  of  the  Supreme 
God  ;  and  it  feemed  almoft  fuperfluous  to  enquire,  whether  they 
were  continually  obliged  to  intercede  before  the  throne  of  grace  ;  or 
whether  they  might  not  be  permitted  to  exercife,  according  to  the- 

*'  Fleury,  Difcouri  fur  I'HLft.   Ecclefiaf-  in-g  the  obflinate  infidels   to   ftarve  amo«g 

tique,  ili.   p.  80.  the   rocks,  &c.     See    the  original   letter  of 

'■*  At  Minorca,  the  relics  of  St.  Stephen  Severus  bifhop  of  Minorca  (ad  calcem   St. 

converted,  in  eight  days,  540  Jews;    with  Auguftin.  de  Civ.  Dei),  and  the  judicious 

the  help,  indeed,  of  fome  wholeforae  feve-  remarksof  Bafnage  (torn.  viii.  p.  245 — 251.). 
rities,  fuch  as  burning  the  fynagogue,  driv- 

didates 
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didlates  of  their  benevolence  and  jufticc,  the  delegated  powers  of  their 
fubordinate  miniftry.  The  imagination,  which  had  been  raifed  by 
a  painful  effort  to  the  contemplation  and  worfliip  of  the  Univerfd 
Caufe,  eagerly  embraced  I'uch  inferior  objeds  of  adoration,  as  v/crc 
more  proportioned  to  its  grofs  conceptions  and  imperfeft  faculties. 
The  fublime  and  funple  theology  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  was 
gradually  corruijted;  and  the  monarchy  of  heaven,  already  clouded' 
by  metaphyseal  fubtleties,  was  degraded  by  the  introdudion  of  a 
popular  mythology,  which  tended  to  rcftore  the  reign  cf  poly- 
theifm  ^\ 

IV.  As   the  objedls    of  religion  were  gradually  reduced    to    the  IV.  Tnwrt- 
ftandard  of  the  imagination,  the  rites  and  ceremonies  were  introduced  p.^an  cerc- 
thatfeemed  moft  powerfully  to  affedx  the  fenfes  of  the  vulgar.     If,  '"''"'^^" 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century'*,  TertuUian,  orLadantius^',  had 
been  fuddenly  raifed  from  the  dead,  to  aflift  at  the  feftival   of  fome 
popular   faint,  or  martyr"  ;  they  would  have  gazed  with   aftonifh- 
ment,  and  indignation,   on  the   profane  fpeftacle,  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  pure  and  fpiritual  worfhip  of  a  Chriftian  congregation. 
As  foon  as  the  doors  of  the  church  were  thrown  open,  they  muft 
have    been    offended    by    the    fmoke    of  incenfe,    the    perfume   of 
flowers,  and  the  glare  of  lamps  and  tapers,  which  diffuled,  at  noon- 
day, a  gawdy,^  fuperfluous,   and,  in   their   opinion,    a    facrilegious 

"  Mr.  Hume  (Eflays,  vol.  ii.  p.  434.)  ob-  TertuUian,  Laftantius,  Arnobius,  &c.  is  To 

ferves,  like  a   philofopher,  the    natural  flux  exlremely  pure  and  fpiritual,  that  their  decia- 

and  reflux  of  polytheifm  and  theifm.  mations  againll  the  Pagan,  fometimes  glance 

'*  D'Aubigne  (See  his  own  Memoires,  p.  againll  the  Jewifh,  ceremonies. 
156 — 160.)  frankly  offered,  with  the  confent  ^'  Fauftus  the  Manichian  accufes  the  Ca- 

of  the  Huguenot  minifters,   to  allow  the  firft  tholics   of  idolatry.     Vertitis  idola  in   mar- 

400  years  as  the  rule  of  faith.     The  cardinal  tyres.  .  .  quos  votis  fimilibus  colitis.     M. 

du    Perron    haggled    for  forty   years   more,  de  Beaufobre  (Hill.  Critique  duManicheifmc, 

which  were  indifcreetly  given.     Yet  neither  torn.  ii.   p.  629 — 700.),   a   Protellant,   but  a 

party  would  have  found  their  account  in  this  philofopher,   has  reprefented,   with  candour 

foolifli  bargain.  and  learning,   the  introdudion  of  Chriftian 

**  The  worftuppraaifed  and  inculcated  by  idolatry  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries. 

light.- 
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C  H  A  P.    i*ip-|it.     If  they  approached  the  baluftrade  of  the  altar,  they  made 

'— — V '    their   way  through   the  proftrate  crowd,    confifting,  for   the    moft 

part,  of  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  who  reforted  to  the  city  on  tlie  vigil 
•of  the  feaft  ;  and  who  already  felt  the  flrong  intoxication  of  fana- 
•ticifm,  and,  perhaps,  of  wine.  Their  devout  kiffes  were  imprinted 
on  the  walls  and  pavement  of  the  facred  edifice  ;  and  their  fervent 
prayers  were  diredted,  whatever  might  be  the  language  of  their 
church,  to  the  bones,  the  blood,  or  the  afhes  of  the  faint,  which 
were  nfually  concealed,  by  a  linen  or  filken  veil,  from  the  eyes  of 
the  vul<^ar.  The  Chriftians  frequented  the  tombs  of  the  martyrs,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining,  from  their  powerful  interceffion,  every  fort 
of  fpiritual,  but  more  efpecially  of  temporal,  blcffings.  They  im- 
plored the  prefervation  of  their  health,  or  the  cure  of  their  infirmi- 
ties •  the  fruitfulnefs  of  their  barren  wives,  or  the  fafety  and  happi- 
nefs  of  their  children.  Whenever  they  undertook  any  diftant  or 
-dangerous  journey,  they  requePced,  that  the  holy  martyrs  would  be 
their  guides  and  protedors  on  the  road ;  and  if  they  returned,  with- 
out having  experienced  any  misfortune,  they  again  haftened  to  the 
tombs  of  the  martyrs,  to  celebrate,  with  grateful  thankfgivings,  their 
obligations  to  the  memory  and  relics  of  thofe  heavenly  patrons.  The 
walls  were  hung  round  with  fymbols  of  the  favours,  which  they  had 
received ;  eyes,  and  hands,  and  feet,  of  gold  and  filver  :  and  edi- 
fying pitlures,  which  could  not  long  efcape  the  abufe  of  indifcreet 
or  idolatrous  devotion,  reprefented  the  image,  the  attributes,  and 
the  miracles  of  the  tutelar  faint.  The  fame  uniform  original  fpirit 
of  fuperftition  might  fuggeft,  in  the  mcft  diftant  ages  and  countries, 
■the  fame  methods  of  deceiving  the  credulity,  and  of  aifefting  the 
fenfes  of  mankind  '' ;  but  it  muft  ingenuoufly  be  confefled,  that  the 

^9  The  refemblance  of  fuperftitivin,  which  this  idea,  which  he  diftorts,  bv  rendering  it 
couKi  not  l:e  imitated,  might  be  traced  from  too  general  and  abfolute  (Divine  Legation, 
Japan  to   Mexico.     Warburton    has "  feized    vol.  iv.  p.  iz6,  &c.). 

2  minifters 
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mlniHers  of  the  Catholic  church  nTiitated  the  profane  model,  which    ^  ^^  ^  P. 

XXVIII. 
they  were  impatient  to   deltroy.     The  moft  refpedable  bifhops  had 

perfuaded  themlelves,  that  the  ignorant  ruftics  would  more  cheerfully 
renounce  the  fuperftitiohs  of  Paganifm,  if  they  found  fome  refem- 
blance,  fome  comnenfation,  in  the  bofom  of  Chriftianity.  The  reli- 
gion of  Conftantine  atchieved,  in  lefs  than  a  century,  the  final  con^ 
queft  of  the  Roman  empire :  but  the  vidlors  themfelves  were  infen- 
fibly  fubdued  by  the  arts  of  their  vanquifhed  rivals  '°. 

9°  The  imitation  of  Paganifm  is  the  fubjeft  him  to  conneft  (vnl.  iii.  p.  120-132)  the 
of  Dr.  Middlcton's  agreeable  letter  from  hiftory  of  the  two  religions ;  and  to  prove 
Rome.    Warburton's  animadverfions  obliged     the  antiquity  of  the  Chriftian  copy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIX. 


Final  Divifwn  of  the  Roman  Empire  between  the  Sons 
of  Theodojius. — Reign  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius.- — 
Admi?7if}raiion  of  Rufinus  and  Stilicho, — Revolt  and 
Defeat  of  Gildo  in  Africa. 


CHAP.    ;-TB"^  H  E    genius   of   Rome    expired  with  Theodofius ;  the  laft  of 

< . 1      A     the  fuccelTors  of  Auguftus  and  Conftantine,  who  appeared  in  the 

the  empire      field  at  the  head  of  their  armies,  and  whofe  authority  was  univerfally 


between  Ar- 
cadius and 


acknowledged    throughout  the  whole  extent   of  the  empire.     The 

Honorius,       memory  of  his    virtues    ftill    continued,    however,  to    protedl    the 

January  17.     feeble  and  inexperienced  youth  of  his  two  fons.     After  the  death  of 

their  father,  Arcadius  and  Honorius  were  faluted,  by  the  unanimous 

confent  of  mankind,  as  the  lawful  emperors  of  the  Eaft,  and  of  the 

Weft ;  and  the  oath  of  fidelity  was  eagerly  taken  by  every  order  of 

the  ftate  ;  the  fenates  of  old  and  new  Rome,  the  clergy,  the  magif- 

trates,  the  foldiers,  and  the  people.     Arcadius,  who  then  was  about 

eighteen  years  of  age,  was   born  in  Spain,  in  the  humble  habitation 

of  a  private  family.     But  he  received   a  princely  education  in  the 

palace  of  Conftantinople  ;  and  his  inglorious  life  was  fpent  in  that 

peaceful  and   fplendid  feat  of  royalty,  from  whence  he  appeared  to 

reign  over  the  provinces  of  Thrace,  Afia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egvpt, 

from  the  Lower  Danube  to  the  confines  of  Perfia  and  ^^thiopia.  His 

younger  brother,  Honorius,  afTumed,   in  the   eleventh   year   of  his 

age, 
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a<ye,  the   nominal  government  of  Italy,  Africa,    Guul,   Spain,    and     t'  H  A  P. 

.  ^  '  '      1        )  XXIX 

Britain  ;  and  the  troops,  which  guarded  the  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,    l— „— 1«^ 

were  oppofed,  on  one  fide,  to  the  Caledonians,  and  on  the  other  to 
the  Moors.  The  great  and  martial  prEefedture  of  Illyricum  was 
divided  between  the  two  princes  :  the  defence  and  poflefTion  of  the 
provinces  of  Noricum,  Pannonia,  and  Dalmatia,  flill  belonged  to 
the  weftern  empire ;  but  the  two  large  diocefes  of  Dacia  and  Ma- 
cedonia, which  Gratian  had  entrujl;ed  to  the  valour  of  Theodofius 
were  for  ever  united  to  the  empire  of  the  Eaft.  The  boundary  in 
Europe  was  not  very  different  from  the  line  which  now  feparates  the 
Germans  and  the  Turks ;  and  the  refpeclive  advantages  of  territory,  ^ 
riches,  populoulhefs,  and  military  ftrength,  were  fairly  balanced  and 
compenfa-ted,  in  this  final  and  permanent  divifion  of  the  Roman 
empire.  The  hereditary  fceptre  of  the  fons  of  Theodofius  appeared 
to  be  the  gift  of  nature,  and  of  their  father ;  the  generals  and  mi- 
nifters  had  been  accuftomed  to  adore  the  majefty  of  the  royal  in- 
fants ;  and  the  army  and  people  were  not  admonilhed  of  their  rights, 
and  of  their  power,  by  the  dangerous  example  of  a  recent  eledion. 
The  gradual  difcovery  of  the  weaknefs  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius, 
and  the  repeated  calamities  of  their  reign,  were  not  fufficient  to  ob- 
literate the  deep  and  early  impreffions  of  loyalty.  The  fubjedts 
of  Rome,  who  ftill  reverenced  the  perfons,  or  rather  the  names, 
of  their  fovereigns,  beheld,  w'ith  equal  abhorrence,  the  rebels 
who  oppofed,  and  the  miniflers  who  abufed,  the  authority  of  the 
throne. 

Theodofius  had  tarniflied  the  glory  of  his  reign  by  the  elevation    Char^aer 
of  Rufinus ;  an  odious  favourite,  who,  in  an  age  of  civil  and  reli-   ftrarion  of 
gious  fadion,    has  deferved,  from   every  party,  the  imputation  of  Al^i)'."!'g5_ 
every  crime.     The   ftrong  impulfe   of  ambition  and   avarice  '  had  39S- 

virged 

'  Ale£lo,    envious  of  the  public  felicity,     commends    her  pupil  Rufinus,   and  excites 

convenes   an  infernal  fynod.      Megsera  re-     him  to  deeds  of  mifchief,  &c     But  there  is 

Vol.  III.  P  as 
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CHAP,    urged  Rufinus  to  abandon  his  native  country,  an  obfcure  corner  of 

' ^ '    Gaul  \   to  advance  his  fortune  in  the  capital  of  the  Eaft  :  the  talent 

of  bold  and  ready  elocution '  qualified  him  to  fucceed  in  the  lu- 
crative profefTion  of  the  law;  and  his  fuccefs  in  that  profeffion  was 
a  regular  ftep  to  the  moft  honourable  and  important  employments  of 
the  ftate.  He  was  raifed,  by  juft  degrees,  to  the  ftation  of  matter 
of  the  offices.  In  the  exercife  of  his  various  fundlions,  fo  ef- 
fentially  connedled  with  the  whole  fyftem  of  civil  government,  he 
acquired  the  confidence  of  a  monarch,  who  foon  difcovered  his  dili- 
gence and  capacity  in  bufinefs,  and  who  long  remained  ignorant  of 
the  pride,  the  malice,  and  the  covetoufnefs  of  his  difpofition.  Thefe 
vices  were  concealed  beneath  the  mafk  of  profound  diffimulation  *  j 
his  paffions  were  fubfervient  only  to  the  paffions  of  his  mafter  :  yet, 
in  the  horrid  maflacre  of  Theffalonica,  the  cruel  Rufinus  inflamed 
the  fury,  without  imitating  the  repentance,  of  Theodofius.  The 
minifter,  who  viewed  with  proud  indifference  the  reft  of  mankind, 
never  forgave  the  appearance  of  an  injury  ;  and  his  perfonal  ene- 
mies had  forfeited,  in  his  opinion,  the  merit  of  all  public  fervices. 
Promotus,  the  mafter-general  of  the  infantry,  had  faved  the  empire 
from  the  invafion  of  the  Oflrogoths;  but  he  indignantly  fupported 
the  pre-eminence  of  a  rival,  whofe  charadler  and  profeffion  he  de- 
fpifed  ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  a  public  council,  the  impatient  foldier 
was  provoked  to  chailife  with  a  blow  the  indecent  pride  of  the  fa- 
vourite. This  adt  of  violence  was  reprefented  to  the  emperor  as  an 
infult,  which  it  was  incumbent  on  his  dignity  to  refent.  The  dif- 
grace  and  exile  of  Promotus  were  fignified  by  a  peremptory  order, 

as  much  difference  between  ClauJinn's  fury  ni.T,  now  a  fmall  village  of  Gafcony  (d'An- 

and  that  of  Virgil,  as  between  the  charaflers  ville.  Notice  de  I'Ancienne  Gaule,  p.  289.). 

cfTurnus  and  Rufinus.  '  Philollorgius,  1.  xi.  c.  3.  with  Godefroy's 

^  It  is  evident  (Tillcniont,  Hill,  des  Emp.  Diflert.  p.  440. 

torn.  V.  p.  770.),  though  de  Marcais  alhaaied  ■•■  A  paflage  of  Suidas  is  expreffive  of  his 

of  his  countryman,    that  Rufinus  was  born  profound  diffimulation ;  jSkOvj'i'w/awv  a>6--D7ro?  ««► 

it  Elufa,  the  metropolis  of  Novempopula-  x^v4"=r« 

(>  to 
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to  repair,  without  delay,  to  a  military  flation  on  the  banks  of  the  ^J'^.,'^^* 
Danube:  and  the  death  of  that  general  (though  he  was  flain  in  a 
fkirmifh  with  the  Barbarians)  was  imputed  to  the  perfidious  arts  of 
Rufinus '.  The  facrifice  of  an  hero  gratified  his  revenge ;  the 
honours  of  the  confulfhip  elated  his  vanity;  but  his  power  was  flill 
imperfe£l  and  precarious,  as  long  as  the  important  pofts  of  prxfcdf 
of  the  Eaft,  and  of  prsefecSl  of  Conftantinople,  were  filled  by  Ta- 
tian  *,  and  his  Ton  Proculus ;  whofe  united  authority  balanced,  for 
fomc  time,  the  ambition  and  favour  of  the  mafter  of  the  offices.  The 
two  praefedts  were  accufed  of  rapine'and  corruption  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  laws  and  finances.  For  the  trial  of  thefe  illuf- 
trious  offenders,  the  emperor  conftituted  a  fpecial  commiffion  :  feve- 
ral  judges  were  named  to  fliare  the  guilt  and  reproach  of  injuftice; 
but  the  right  of  pronouncing  fentence  was  referA-'ed  to  the  prefident 
alone,  and  that  prefident  was  Rufinus  himfelf  The  father,  ftripped 
of  the  prcefedure  of  the  Eafl,  was  thrown  into  a  dungeon;  but  the- 
fon,  confcious  that  few  minifters  can  be  found  innocent,  where  an  ene- 
my is  their  judge,  had  fecretly  efcaped  ;  and  Rufinus  muft  have  been 
fatisfied  with  the  lead  obnoxious  vidtim,  if  defpotifm  had  not  conde- 
fcended  to  employ  the  bafeft  and  mofi;  ungenerous  artifice.  The 
profecution  was  condu£led  with  an  appearance  of  equity  and  mo- 
deration, which  flattered  Tatian  with  the  hope  of  a  favourable  event ; 
his  confidence  was  fortified  by  the  folemn  afllarances,  and  perfidious 
oaths,  of  the  prefident,  who  prefumed  to  interpofe  the  facred  name 
of  Theodofius  himfelf ;  and  the  unhappy  father  was  at  laft  perfuaded 
to  recal,  by  a  private  letter,    the  fugitive   Proculus.     He  was  in- 

'   Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.  2-3,  Z73.  of  opprefTing  the  Cw/>.     The  conneftion  of 

'  Zofimus,  who  defcribes  the  fall  of  Ta-  Tatian  with  the  Arians,  while  he  was  prafeft 

tian  and  his  fon  (1.  iv.  p.  273,  274-).  aflerts  of  Egypt  (A.  D.  373.),  inclines  Tillemont 

their  innocence  :  and  even  his  teftimony  may  to  believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  every  crime 

outweigh  the  charges  of  their  enemies  (Cod.  (Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  360.  Mem.  Ecclef. 

Theodof.  iv.  p. torn.  4S9.),  who  accufe  them  torn.  vi.  p,  589.). 

P  2  ftantly 
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CHAP,    ftantly  felzed,  examined,  condemned,  and  beheaded,  in  one  of  the 

« ,/ '    fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  with  a  precipitation  which  difappointed 

the  clemency  of  the  emperor.  Without  refpeding  the  misfortunes 
of  a  confular  fenator,  the  cruel  judges  of  Tatian  compelled  him  to 
behold  the  execution  of  his  fon  ;  the  fatal  cord  was  faftened  round 
his  own  neck  ;  but  in  the  moment  when  he  exped:ed,  and  perhaps 
defired,  the  relief  of  a  fpeedy  death,  he  was  permitted  to  confume 
the  miferable  remnant  of  his  old  age  in  poverty  and  exile  '.  The 
punilhment  of  the  two  prsefeds  might,  perhaps,  be  excufed  by  the 
exceptionable  parts  of  their  own  condudl ;  the  enmity  of  Rufums 
might  be  palliated  by  the  jealous  and  unfociable  nature  of  ambition. 
But  he  indulged  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  equally  repugnant  to  prudence 
and  to  juftice,  when  he  degraded  their  native  country  of  Lycia,  from 
the  rank  of  Roman  provinces ;  ftigmatifed  a  guiltlefs  people  with  a 
mark  of  ignominy ;  and  declared,  that  the  countrymen  of  Tatian 
and  Proculus  fhould  for  ever  remain  incapable  of  holding  any  em- 
ployment of  honour  or  advantage,  under  the  Imperial  government  % 
The  new  prsefeft  of  the  Eaft  (for  Rufinus  inftantly  fucceeded  to 
the  vacant  honours  of  his  adverfar)^)  was  not  diverted,  however,  by 
the  moft  criminal  purfuits,  from  the  performance  of  the  religious 
duties,  which  in  that  age  were  confidered  as  the  moft  eflential  to 
falvation.  In  the  fuburb  of  Chalcedon,  furnamed  the  Oak^  he  had 
built  a  magnificent  villa ;  to  which  he  devoutly  added  a  ftately 
church,  confecrated  to  the  apoftles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  con- 

'  Juvenum  rorantia  colla  by  Arcadias  (A.D.  396.},  in  the  Theodofian 

Ante  patrum  vukus   ftrifta  cecidere  fecuri.  Code,  1.  ix.  tit.  xxxviii.  leg.  9.     The  fenfe^ 

Ibat  grandaevus  nato  moriente  fuperiles  as  it  is  explained  by  Claudian   (in  Rufin.  i. 

Poll  trabeas  exful.  234.)   and  Godefioy   (torn.  iii.   p.  279.),  is 

In  Rufin.  i.24.8.  perfeftly  clear. 

The  fa^s  of  Zofimus   explain    the  allujtons  Exfcindere  cives 

of  Claudian  ;  but  hisclallic  interpreters  were         Fundltus  ;  et  nomen  gentis  delere  laborat. 

ignorant  of  the  fourth  century.     T\\t  fatal  The  fcruples   of    Pagi  and   Tillemont  can 

csrd,  I  found,  with  the  help  of  Tillemont,  arife  only  from  their  zeal  for  the  glory  of 

in  a  fermon  of  St.  Afterius  of  Amafea.  Theodofius. 


•  This  odious  law  is  recited,  and  repealed. 


5 


tinually 
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tinually  fandlified  by  the  prayers,  and  pennance,  of  a  regular  fociety  CHAP, 
of  monks.  A  numerous,  and  almofl  general,  fynod  of  the  bifliops  of  i_  -^-  _/ 
the  eafcern  empire  was  fummoned  to  celebrate,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
dedication  of  the  church,  and  the  baptifm  of  the  founder.  This  double 
ceremony  was  performed  with  extraordinary  pomp  ;  and  when  Ru- 
finus  was  purified,  in  the  holy  font,  from  all  the  fms  that  he  had 
hitherto  committed,  a  venerable  hermit  of  Egypt  raflily  propofed 
himfelf  as  the  fponfor  of  a  proud  and  ambitious  ftatefman '. 

The  character  of  Theodofius  impofed  on  his  mini/ler  the  taflc  of  He  opprefTes 
hypocrify,  which  difguifed,  and  fometimes  reftrained,  the  abufe  of  f^D^'^or 
power;  and  Rufinus  was  apprehenfive  of  difturbing  the  indolent 
llumber  of  a  prince,  ftill  capable  of  exerting  the  abilities,  and  the 
virtue,  which  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne '°.  But  the  abfence, 
and,  foon  aftervs^ards,  the  death,  of  the  emperor,  confirmed  the  ab- 
folute  authority  of  Rufinus  over  the  perfon  and  dominions  of  Arca- 
dius  ;  a  feeble  youth,  whom  the  imperious  prasfed  confidered  as  his 
pupil,  rather  than  his  fovereign.  Regardlefs  of  the  public  opinion, 
he  indulged  his  pafiions  without  remorfe,  and  without  refiftance  ; 
and  his  malignant  and  rapacious  fpirit  rejeded  every  paflion  that 
might  have  contributed  to  his  own  glory,  or  the  happinefs  of 
the  people.     His  avarice  ",  which  feems  to  have  prevailed,  in  his 

9  Ammonius  .  .  .   Rufinum  propriis   ma-  wiflies,  of  the  prince,  or  his  minifters.     This, 

Tiibus  fufcepit  facro  fonte  mundatum.     See  I  am  afraid,   is  a  juft,    though  mortifying, 

Rofweyde's  Vitx  Patrum,  p.  947.     Sozomcn  canon  of  criticifm. 
(1.  viii.  c.  17.)  mentions  the  church  and  mo-  ,, 

naftery;   and  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ~ ] Au^'bus  auri 

ix.  p.  593.)  records  this  fynod,  in  which  St.  ^""P^"'  '"^  "'°''  ""^l"'' 

Gregory  of  Nyffa  performed  a  confpicuous 


j_  Congefta;  cumulantur   opes;    orbifque 

'°  Montefquieu   (Efprit  des  Loix,    1.  xil.  rapinas 

c.  I  z.)  praifes  one  of  the  laws  of  Theodofms,  ^"'P"  ""^  '^°'""' 

addrefled  to  the  prsfeft  Rufinus  (1.  ix.  tit.  iv.     This  charafter  (Claudian.  in  Rufin.  i.  184 

leg-,  unic).  to  difcoiirage  the  profecution  of  220.)  is  confirmed  by  Jerom,  a  difinterefted 

treafonable,  or  facrilegious,  words.      A   ty-  witnefs   (dedecas  infatiabilis  avaritiit,   torn,  i, 

rannical  ftatute  always  proves  the  exiftence  of  ad   Heliodor.    p.    26.),     by   Zofimus    (I.   v. 

tyranny:  but  a  laudable  edift  may  only  con-  p-  286.),    and  by  Suidas,    who  copied  the 

tain  the  fpecious  profeffions,   or  inefFe6l.ual  hillory  of  Eunapius. 

corrupt 
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CHAP,    corrupt  mind,  over  every  other  fentiment,  attra(Sled  the  wealth  of  the 

XXIX* 

Eaft,  by  the  various  arts  of  partial,  and  general,  extortion  ;  oppref- 
five  taxes,  fcandalous  bribery,  immoderate  fines,  u.-ivtit  confifcations, 
forced  or  fictitious  teftaments,  by  M'hich  the  tyrant  defpoiled  of  their 
lawful  inheritance  the  children  of  ftrangers,  or  enemies ;  and  the 
public  fale  of  juftice,  as  well  as  of  favour,  which  he  infiituted  in  the 
palace  of  Conftantinople.  The  ambitious  candidate  eagerly  folicited, 
at  the  expence  of  the  faireft  part  of  his  patrimony,  the  honours  and 
emoluments  of  fome  provincial  government :  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  the  unhappy  people  were  abandoned  to  the  mofl;  liberal  purchafer; 
,  and  the  public  difcontent  was  fometimes  appeafed  by  the  facrifice  of 
an  unpopular  criminal,  whofc  punilhment  was  profitable  only  to  the 
prjefe£t  of  the  Eaft,  his  accomplice  and  his  judge.  If  avarice  were 
not  the  blinded  of  the  human  paflions,  the  motives  of  Rufinus  might 
excite  our  curiofity  ;  and  we  might  be  tempted  to  inquire,  with  what 
view  he  violated  every  principle  of  humanity  and  juftice,  to  accu- 
mulate thofe  immenfe  treafures,  which  he  could  not  fpend  without 
foil)',  nor  pofl^efs  without  danger.  Perhaps  he  vainly  imagined,  that 
he  laboured  for  the  intereft  of  an  only  daughter,  on  whom  he  in- 
tended to  beftow  his  royal  pupil,  and  the  auguft  rank  of  Emprefs  of 
the  Eaft.  Perhaps  he  deceived  himfelf  by  the  opinion,  that  his  ava- 
rice was  the  inftrument  of  his  ambition.  He  afpired  to  place  his 
fortune  on  a  fecure  and  independent  bafis,  which  fhould  no  longer 
depend  on  the  caprice  of  the  young  emperor ;  yet  he  neglected  to 
conciliate  the  hearts  of  the  foldiers  and  people,  by  the  liberal  diftri- 
bution  of  thofe  riches,  which  he  had  acquired  with  fo  much  toil,  and 
with  fo  much  guilt.  The  extreme  parfimony  of  Rufinus  left  him 
only  the  reproach,  and  envy,  of  ill-gotten  wealth ;  his  dependents 
ferved  him  without  attachment ;  the  univerfal  hatred  of  mankind 
was  repreffed  only  by  the  influence  of  fervile  fear.  The  fate  of  Lu- 
cian  proclaimed  to  the  Eaft,  that  the  praefed:,  whofe  induftry  was 

much 
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much  abated  in  the  difpatch  of  ordinary  bufinefs,  was  adive  and  CHAP, 
indefatigable  in  the  purfuit  of  revenge.  Lucian,  the  fon  of  the  pra- 
fed:  Fiorentius,  the  oppreflbr  of  Gaul,  and  the  enemy  of  Julian,  had 
employed  a  confiderable  part  of  his  inheritance,  the  fruit  of  rapine 
and  corruption,  to  purchafe  the  friendlliip  of  Rufmus,  and  the  high 
office  of  Count  of  the  Eaft.  But  the  new  magiftrate  imprudently 
departed  from  the  maxims  of  the  court,  and  of  the  times  ;  difgraced 
his  benefactor,  by  the  contraft  of  a  virtuous  and  temperate  admini- 
ftration ;  and  prefumcd  to  refufe  an  ad:  of  injuftice,  which  might 
have  tended  to  the  profit  of  the  emperor's  uncle.  Arcadius  was  eafily 
perfuaded  to  refent  the  fuppofed  infult  ;  and  the  prasfed:  of  the  Eaft 
refolved  to  execute  in  perfon  the  cruel  vengeance,  which  he  medi- 
tated againft  this  ungrateful  delegate  of  his  power.  He  performed 
with  incelTant  fpeed  the  journey  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  miles, 
from  Conftantinople  to  Antioch,  entered  the  capital  of  Syria  at  the 
dead  of  night,  and  fpread  univerfal  confternation  among  a  people, 
ignorant  of  his  defign,  but  not  ignorant  of  his  character.  The 
count  of  the  fifteen  provinces  of  the  Eaft  was  dragged,  like  the  vileft 
malefador,  before  the  arbitrary  tribunal  of  Rufinus.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  cleareft  evidence  of  his  integrity,  which  was  not  impeached 
even  by  the  voice  of  an  accufer,  Lucian  was  condemned,  ahr.olt 
without  a  trial,  to  fufFer  a  cruel  and  ignominious  punifhment.  The 
minifters  of  the  tyrant,  by  the  order,  and  in  the  prefence,  of  their 
mafter,  beat  him  on  the  neck  with  leather  thongs,  armed  at  the 
extremities  with  lead ;  and  when  he  fainted  under  the  violence  of 
the  pain,  he  was  removed  in  a  dole  litter,  to  conceal  his  dying 
agonies  from  the  eyes  of  the  indignant  city.  No  fboner  had  Rufinus 
perpetrated  this  inhuman  ad,  the  Ible  objed  of  his  expedition,  than 
he  returned,  amidft  the  deep,  and  fdent,  curfes  of  a  trembling  people, 
from  Antioch  to  Conftantinople ;   and  his  diligence  w^as  accelerated, 

by 
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CHAP,   by  the  hope  of  accompliflilng,  without  delay,   the  nuptials  of  his 

' , '   daughter  with  the  emperor  of  the  Eall  '\ 

He  is  difap-        But  Rufinus  foon  experienced,,  that  a  prudent  miniRcr  fliould  con- 
tl°e"marrlage  ftantly  fecurc  his  rcyal  captive  by  the  flrong,  though  invifible,  chain 
\  ^'^\q7'    °^  habit ;    and  that  the  merit,  and  much  more  eafily  the  favour,  of 
April  27.      jijg   abfent,   are   obliterated  in   a    fhort  time    from   the  mind  of   a 
weak  and  capricious  fovereign.     While  the  prxfeG.  fatiated  his  re- 
venge  at  Antioch,    a    fccrct    confpiracy   of  the  favourite    eunuchs, 
diredled    by    the    great    chamberlain    Eutropius,    undermined     his 
power    in    the   palace    of    Conftantinople.      They   difcovered    that 
Arcadius  was  not   inclined   to  love  the  daughter    of  Rufinus,  who 
had  been  chofen,  without  his  confent,  for  his  bride ;   and  they  con- 
trived to  fubftitute  in  her  place  the  fair  Eudoxia,  the  daughter  of 
Bauto  ",  a  general  of  the  Franks  in  the  fervice  of  P..ome ;  and  who 
was  educated,  fmce  the  death  of  her  fither,  in  the  family  of  the  fons 
of  Promotus.     The  young  emperor,  whofe  chaftity  had  been  ftridlly 
guarded  by  the  pious  care  of  his  tutor  Arfenius  '*,  eagerly  liftened  to 
the  artful  and  flattering  defcriptions  of  the  charms  of  Eudoxia :  he 
gazed  with  impatient  ardour  on  her  pi(Sture,  and  he  underftood  the 
neceility  of  concealing  his  amorous  defigns  from  the  knowledge  of  a 
minifter,  who  was  fo  deeply  interefled  to  oppofe  the  confummation 
of  his  happinefs.     Soon  after  the  return  of  Rufinus,  the  approaching 
ceremony  of  the  royal  nuptials  was  announced  to  the  people  of  Con- 

"   .          Cxtera  fegnis ;  Frank.      See  Tilleraont,    Hift.   des  Empe- 

Ad  facinus  velox ;    penitus  regione  re-  reurs,  torn.  v.  p.  771. 

motas  '*    Arfenius  efcaped   from    the  palace    of 

Impiger  ire  vias.  Conftantinople,  and  paffed  fifty-five  years  in 

_,  .     ,,   ^         roi     J-       /•     r.    £      •  ,  rigid  pennance  in  the  monafteries   of  Egypt. 

This  allufion  of  Claudian  (in  Rufin.  1.  241.)  „°     S,.,,  ,,  c     ,  r  ■ 

,  .      ,  ,       ,      \  _       .  ,  See    Tillemont,     Mem.    Ecclef.     torn.    xiv. 

IS  again  explained  bv  the  circumltantial  nar-  ,    .  .    „,  ....     „     ,   . 

••        c  r/ r  n  00      0     \  P-   676-702.;    and    Fleury,    Hift.    Ecclef. 

rative  of  Zofimus  (1.  v.  p.  288,  289.).  ^  ,  u  ,    u     i  ..       r 

*■  ^  'II  jom.  V.  p.  I,  &c.  :    but  the  latter,   for  want 

"  Zofimus   (1.  iv.  p.  243.)  praifes  the  va-     of  authentic  materials,  has  given  too  much 

lour,  prudence,  and  integrity,  of  B;iuto  the     credit  to  the  legend  of  Metaphraftes. 

ftantinople, 
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ftantinople,  who  prepared  to  celebrate,  with  falie  and  hollow  accla-  ^31-j^^* 
mations,  the Jbrtune  of  his  daughter.  A  fplenJid  traui  of  eunuchs  u — ^--> 
and  officers  ilFued,  in  hymeneal  pornp,  from  the  gates  of  the  palace ; 
bearing  aloft  the  diadem,  the  robes,  and  the  ineftimable  ornaments, 
of  the  future  emprels.  The  folemn  proceffion  pafled  through  the 
ftrects  of  the  city,  which  were  adorned  with  garlands,  and  filled  with, 
fpeftators ;  but,  when  it  reached  the  houfe  of  the  fons  of  Promotus, 
the  principal  eunuch  refpedlfully  entered  the  manfion,  invefted  the 
fair  Eudoxia  with  the  Imperial  robes,  and  conduced  her  in  triumph 
to  the  palace  and  bed  of  Arcadius  ".  The  fecrecy,  and  fuccefs,  with, 
which  this  confpiracy  againft  Rufinus  had  been  condu(Sled,  imprinted 
a  mark  of  indelible  ridicule  on  the  character  of  a  minifter,  who  had 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  deceived,  in  a  poft  where  the  arts  of  deceit  and 
diffimulation  conftitute  the  mofl  diftinguifhed  merit.  He  confidefed, 
with  a  mixture  of  indignation  and  fear,  the  vidory  of  an  afpiring 
eunuch,  who  had  fecretly  captivated  the  favour  of  his  fovereign ; 
and  the  difgrace  of  his  daughter,  whofe  interefl  was  infeparably  con- 
ceded with  his  own,  wounded  the  tendernefs,  or,  at  leaft,  the  pride, 
of  Rufinus.  At  the  moment  when  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  Ihould 
become  the  father  of  a  fine  of  kings,  a  foreign  maid,  who  had  been 
educated  in  the  houfe  of  his  implacable  enemies,  was  introduced  into 
the  Imperial  bed  ;  and  Eudoxia  foon  difplayed  a  fuperiority  of  fenfe 
and  fpirit,  to  improve  the  afcendant  which  her  beauty  muft  acquire 
over  the  mind  of  a  fond  and  youthful  hufband.  The  emperor  would 
foon  be  inftruded  to  hate,  to  fear,  and  to  deftroy,  the  powerful  fuh- 
jed,  whom  he  had  injured ;  and  the  confcioufnels  of  guilt  deprived 
Rufinus  of  every  hope,  either  of  fafety  or  comfort,  in  the  retirement 
of  a  private  life.     But  he  flill  poflefled  the  mofl  efFedual  means  of 

'^  This  ftory  (Zcfimus,  1.  v.  p.  290.)  /cr<r////y  condufled  from  the  houfe  of  her  pa- 
proves  that  the  hymeneal  rites  of  antiquity  rents  to  that  of  her  hulhand.  Our  form  of 
were  ftill  praftifed,  without  idolatry,  by  the  marriage  requires,  with  lefs  delicacy,  tj;e 
Chriftians  of  theEall;    and  the  bride  was  ex-prefs- and  public  ccnfent  of  a  virgin. 

Vol.  IIL  Q^  defending 


114 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


CHAP,    defending  his  dignity,  and  perhaps  of  oppreffing  his  enemies.     The 

^— V '    pra;fedl  ftill  exercifed  an  uncontrouled  authority  over  the  civil  and 

military  government  of  the  Eaft  :  and  his  treaf  ures,.  If  he  could  refolve 
to  ufe  them,  might  be  employed  to  procure  proper  inftruments,  for 
the  execution  of  the  blackeft  defigns,  that  pride,  ambition,  and  re- 
venge, could  fuggeft  to  a  defperate  ftatefman.     The  character  of 
Ruflnus  feemed  to  juftify  the  accuflitlons,  that  he  confplred  againft 
the  perfonof  his  fovereign,  to  feat  hrmfelf  on  the  vacant  throne  ;  and 
that  he  had  fecrctly  invited  the  Huns,  and  the  Goths,  to  invade  the 
provinces  of  the  empire,  and  to  Increafe  the  public  confufion.     The 
fubtle  prxfed:,  whofe  life  had  been  fpent  in  the  intrigues  of  the  pa- 
lace, oppofed,  with  equal  arms,  the  artful  meafures  of  the   eunuch 
Eutropius ;  but  the  timid  foul   of  Rufinirs  was   aftonllhed    by  the 
hoftile  approach  of  a  more  formidable  rival,  of  the  great  Stilicho, 
the  general,  or  rather  the  mafter,  of  the  empire  of  the  Weft  ". 
Charaaerof        The  celeftial  gift,  which   Achilles  obtained,  and  Alexander  en- 
miniiier',  and  Vied,  of  a  poet  worthy  to  Celebrate  the  adions  of  heroes,  has  been 
fhe"  Weiieni    eiijoyed  by  Stilicho,  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  might  have  been 
empire.  expedcd  from  the  declining  ftate  of  genius,  and  of  art.     The  mufe 

of  Claudian  '\  devoted  to  his  fervlce,  was  always  prepared  to  ftig- 
matlfe  his  adverfirles,  Rufinus,  or  Eutropius,  with  eternal  Infamy  ; 
or  to  paint,  in  the  moft  fplendid  colours,  the  vidories,  and  virtues, 
of  a  powerful  benefadlor.  In  the  review  of  a  period  Indifferently 
fupplled  with  authentic  materials,  we  cannot  refufe  to  illuftrate  the 
annals  of  Honorius,  from  the  invecftives,  or  the  panegyrics,  of  a 
contemporary  writer ;  but  as  Claudian  appears  to  have  indulged  the 
moll  ample  privilege  of  a  poet,  and  a  courtier,  fome  criticifm   will 

""  Zofimus  (!.  V.  p.  290.),  Orofius  (I.  vii.  "  Stilicho,  diredJy,  or  indireftly,  is  the 
c.  37.).  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus.  perpetual  theme  of  Claudian.  The  youth, 
Claudian  (in  Rufin.  ii.  7  —  100.)  paints,  in  and  private  life  of  the  hero,  are  vaguely  ex- 
lively  colours,  the  diftrefs  and  guilt  of  the  prefled  in  the  poem  on  his  firft  confullhip, 
prifea.  3S— HO- 

be 
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be  Tcqulfitc  to  traaflate  the  language  of  fiCtion,  or  exaggeration,  into    C  H  A  i\ 
the  truth  and  fimplicity  of  hlftoric  profc.     His  fileiice  concerning  the    Vi.     ^       ' 
family  of  Stilicho  may  be  admitted  as  a  proof,  that  his  patron  was 
neither  able,  nor  defirous,  to  boafl:  of  a  long  ferits  of  iiluftrious  pro- 
genitors ;  and  the  flight  mention  of  his  father,  an  officer  of  Barba- 
rian cavalry,    in  the   fcrvice   of  Valens,  fcems  to   countenance  the 
aflertion,  that  the  general,  who  fo  long  commanded   the  armies   of 
Rome,  was  defcended  from  the   favage  and  perfidious  race  of  the 
Vandals  '^     If  Stilicho  had  not  pofTeffed  the  external  advantages  of 
ftrength  and  ftature,  the  moil  flattering  bard,  in  the  prcfencc  of  fo 
many  thoufand  fpedlators,  would  have  hefitated   to  afHrm,  that   he 
furpafled   the  meafure   of  the   demi-gods   of  antiquity  ;    and,  that 
■whenever  he  moved,  with  lofty  fteps,  through  the  ftrects  of  the  ca- 
pital, the  aftonifhed  crowd  made  room  for  the  ftranger,  who  difplayed, 
in  a  private  condition,  the  awful  majeftyof  a  hero.    From  his  earlieft 
youth  he  embraced  the  profeffion  of  arms  ;   his  prudence  and  valour 
were  foon  diftinguifhed  in  the  field  ;   the   horfemen  and   aixhers  of 
-the  Eaft  admired  his  fupcrior  dexterity  ^  and  in  each  degree  of  his 
military  promotions,  the  public  judgment  always  prevented  and  ap- 
proved the  choice  of  the  fovereign.     He  was  named  by  Theodofius, 
to  i-atify  a  folemn  treaty  with  the  monarch  of  Perlia :  he  fupported, 
during  that  important  embaffy,  the  dignity   of  the   Roman   name  j 
atad  after  his  return  to  Conftantinople,  his  merit  was  rewarded   by 
an  intimate  and  honourable  alliance  with  the  Imperial  family.   Theo- 
dofius had  been  prompted,  by  a  pious  motive  of  fraternal  affection, 
to  adopt,  for  his  own,  the  daughter  of  his  brother  Honorius ;  the 
beauty  and  accomplifhments  of  Serena  '*  were  univerfally  admired 

"  Vandalorum,  imbellis,  avari,  perfidae,  of  Serena.     That  favourite  niece  of  Theo- 

et  dolofcc,  gentis,  genere  editus.      Orofius,  dofms  was  born,  as  well  as  her  fifter  Therman- 

1.  vii.  c.  38.     Jerom  (torn.  i.  ad  Gerontiam,  tia,  in  Spain  ;  from  wlience,  in  their  earlieft 

p.  93.)   calls  him  a  Seini-Barbarian.  youth,  they    were  honourably  conduced   to 

'"  Claudian,  in  an  iroperfeft  poem,  has  the  palace  of  ConHantinople. 
drawn  a  fair,  perhaps  a  flattering,  portrait 

0^2  by 
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CHAP.  |jy  the  obfequious  court ;  and  Stllicho  obtained  the  preference  over  a 
\>_-lv— — '  croud  of  rivals,  who  ambitioudy  difputed  the  hand  of  the  princefgj 
and  the  favour  of  her  adoptive  father".  The  afTurance  that  the 
hufband  of  Serena  would  be  faithful  to  the  throne,  which  he  was 
permitted  to  approach,  engaged  the  emperor  to  exalt  the  fortunes, 
and  to  employ  the  abilities,  of  the  fagacious  and  intrepid  Stilicho. 
He  rofe  through  the  fucceilive  fteps  of  mafter  of  the  horfe,  and  count 
of  the  domeftics,  to   the   fupreme  rank  of  mafter-general  of  all  the 

His  military  r    i        t.  i      cl     r    i       ■\Tr  n. 

command.  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  Roman,  or  at  lealt  of  the  Weltern,  em- 
A.  D.  385—  pire  "  ;  and  his  enemies  confefled,  that  he  invariably  difdained  to 
*°^'  barter  for  gold  the  rev/ards  of  merit,  or  to  defraud  the  foldiers  of  the 

pay  and  gratifications,  which  they  deferved,  or  claimed,  from  the 
liberality  of  the  ftate  ".  The  valour  and  condudl  which  he  after- 
wards difplayed,  in  the  defence  of  Italy,  againft  the  arms  of  Alaric 
and  Radagaifus,  may  juftify  the  fame  of  his  early  atchieve- 
m.ents :  and  in  an  age  lefs  attentive  to  the  laws  of  honour,  or 
of  pride,  the  Roman  generals  might  yield  the  pre-em»inence  of 
rank,  to  the  afcendant  of  fuperior  genius  ''\  He  lamented,  and  re- 
venged, the  murder  of  Promotus,  his  rival  and  his  friend  ;  and  the 
maffacre  of  many  thoufands  of  the  flying  Baftarnx  is  reprefented  by  the 
poet,  as  a  bloody  facrifice,  which  the  Roman  Achilles  offered  to  the 
manes  of  another  Patroclus.     The  virtues  and  viftories  of  Stilicho 

"°  Some  doutt  may  be  entertained,  whe-  1  Conf.  Stilich.  ii.  113.)  d'lhhy  j^is  genius: 

ther  this  adoption  was  legal,  or  only  meta-  but  the  integrity  of  Stilicho  (in  the  military 

pliorical     (See    Ducange,  Fam.   Byzant.    p.  adminiftration)  is  much  more  firmly  eftablifht- 

75.).     An  old  infcription  gives  Stilicho  the  ed  by  the  unwilling  evidence  of  Zoiimus    (1. 

lingular  title  of  Pro-gener  Di'vi  Theodojn.  v.  p.  345.). 

-'  Claudian  (Laus  Serena,  190.  193.)  ex-         ^^  si  bellica  moles 

preiTes,  in  poetic   language,   the  "  dileflus  Ingrueret,  quamvis  annis  et  jure  minori, 

equorum,"  and  the  "  gemino  mox  idem  cul-  Cedere  grandsvos  cquitum  peditumque 

mine  duxit  agmina."     The  infcription  adds,  magiftros 


*'  count   of   the  domeftics,"    an    important  Adfpiceres. 

command,  which  Stilicho,  in  the  height  of  Claudian,  Laus  Seren.  p.  ic^6,  &c. 

his  grandeur,  might  prudently  retain.  A  modern generahvould  deem  their fubmifEon, 

*'  The    beautiful  lines   of   Claudian  (in  either  heroic  patriotifm,  or  abjed  fervility. 

^  deferved 
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^eferved  the  hatred  of  Rufinus  :  and  the  arts  of  calumny  might  have    ^.^„4  ^- 
been  fuccefsful,  if  the  tender  and  vigilant  Serena   had   not  prote£led    ^— -v— — '. 
her  hufl^and  againft  his  domeftic  foes,  whilft  he  vanquifhed  in  the 
field  the  enemies  of  the  empire  ^^     Theodofius  continued  to  fupport 
an  unworthy  minifter,  to  whofe  diligence  he  delegated  the  govern- 
ment of  the  palace,  and  of  the  Eaft ;  but  when  he  marched  againft 
the  tyrant  Eugenius,  he  aflbciated  his  faithful  general  to  the  labours 
and  glories  of  the  civil  war  ;  and,  in  the  lafl:  moments  of  his  life,  the 
dying  monarch  recommended  to  Stilicho,  the  care  of  his  fons,  and 
of  the  republic  ''\     The  ambition  and  the  abilities  of  Stilicho  were 
not  unequal  to  the  important  truft;   and  he  claimed  the  guardianflilp 
of  the  two  empires,  during  the  minority  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  '". 
The  firft  meafure  of  his  adminiftration,  or  rather  of  his  reign,  difplayed 
to  the  nations  the  vigour  and  activity  of  a  fpirit  worthy  to  command. 
He  paffed  the  Alps  in  the  depth  of  winter  ;  defcended  the  ftream  of 
the  Rhine,  from  the  fortrefs  of  Bafil,  to  the  marilies  of  Batavia  ;. 
reviewed  the  ftate  of  the  garrifons ;  reprefled  the  enterprifes  of  the 
Germans  ;  and,  after  eftablifhing  along  the  banks  a  firm  and  honour- 
able peace,  returned  with  incredible  fpeed  to  the  palace  of  Milan  ". 
The  perfon  and  court  of  Honorius  w^ere  fubjefl  to  the  mafrer-general 
of  the  Weft  ;  and  the  armies  and  provinces  of  Europe  obeyed,  with- 

*••■  Compare  the  poem  on  the  firft  conful-         "  The  Roman  law  diftinguinies  two  forts 

fliip    (i.    95  — 1150    with    the    Laus    Serenie  of  minoriiy,  which  expired  at  the  age  of  four- 

{■Z2.J — 237.    where   it  unfortunately  breaks  teen,  and  of  twenty-five.     The  one  was  fub-r 

oif).     We  may  perceive  the  deep  inveterate  jedl  to  the /«/»»•,  or  guardian,  of  the  perfon  ; 

malice  of  Rufinus.  the  other   to    the   curator,  or  truliee,  of  the 

*'  Qutmfratribus'i-^k  cftate  (Heineccitis,   Antiquitat.  Rom.  ad  Ju- 

Difcedens,    clypeumque  defenforemque  rifprudent.  perrinent.  1.  i.  tit.  xxii,  xxiii.  p. 

dedirti.  218 — 232.).  But  thefe  legal  ideas  were  never 

Yet   the   nomination  (iv  Conf.  Hon.   4-',2.)  accurately  transferred  into  the  conftitution  of 

was  private    (iii  Conf.    Hon.   142.),  cunftos  an  eleftive  monarchy. 

difcedere  .  .  .  jubet  ;  and   may  therefore   be         ^^  See  Claudian  (i  Conf.  Stilich.  i.  iS3  — 

fufpefled.     Zofimus,  and   Suidas,    apply  to  24.2.);  but  he  mufl:  allow  more  than  fifteen 

Stilicho,  and  Rufinus,  the  fame  equal  title  days  for  the   journey  and  return,    between 

of  EiriT«7roi,  guardians,  or  procurators.  Milan  and  Leyden, 

out- 
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CHAP,    out  hefitatlon,  a  regular  authority,  wliich  was  exercifed  in  the  namfr 

' M — — '   of  their  young  fovereign.     Two  rivals  only  remained  to  difpute  thet 

claims,  and  to  provoke  the  vengeance,  of  Stilicho.     Within  the  limits' 
of  Africa,  Gildo,  the  Moor,  maintained  a  proud  and  dangerous  in- 
dependence ;  and  the  minifter  of  Conftantinople  aflertcd  his   equal 
reign  over  the  emperor,  and  the  empire,  of  the  Eaft. 
The  fall  and        ^\^^  impartiality  which  Stilicho  affefled,  as  the  common  miardian 

death   of  ^  -^  _  "^ 

Rufinus,  of  the  royal  brothers,  engaged  him  to  regulate  the  equal  divi- 
tioveniber  27ih.  fiou  of  the  arms,  the  jewels,  and  the  magnificent  wardrobe  and  fur- 
niture of  the  deceafed  emperor^'.  But  the  moft  important  objedl  of 
the  inheritance  con  filled  of  the  numerous  legions,  cohorts,  and 
fquadrons,  of  Romans,  or  Barbai-ians,  whom  the  event  of  the  civil 
war  had  united  under  the  ftandard  of  Theodofius.  The  various 
multitudes  of  Europe  and  Afia,  exaiperated  by  recent  animofities, 
were  over-awed  by  the  authority  of  a  fingle  man  ;  and  the  rigid 
difcipline  of  Stilicho  protefted-the  lands  of  the  citizen  from  the  rapine 
of  the  licentious  foldier""'.  Anxious  however,  and  impatient,  to 
relieve  Italy  from  the  prefence  of  this  formidable  hoft,  which  could 
be  ufeful  only  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  he  liftened  to  the  juft 
requifition  of  the  minifter  -of  Arcadius,  declared  his  intention  of 
reconducting  in  perfou  the  troops  of  the  Eaft;  and  dexteroufly  em- 
ployed the  rumour  of  a  Gothic  tumult,  to  conceal  his  private  defigns 
of  ambition  and  revenge  ''.  The  guilty  foul  of  Rufinus  was  alarmed 
by  the  approach  of  a  warrior  and   a  rival,  whofe  enmity  he  de- 

*^  I.  Conf.  Scilich.  ii.  88 — 94.     Not  only  peror  (dc  Bel!.  Gildon.  292 — 301.) ;  and  the 

the  robes,  and  diadems  of  the  deceafed  em-  peace  and  good  order  which  were  enjoyed  af- 

peror,    but   even    the  helmets,  -fword-hills,  ter  his  death  (i  Conf  Stil.  i.  150  —  168.). 
belts,    cuirafles,    &c.    were    enriched     with  ■""  Stilicho's  march,  and  the  death  of  Ru- 

pearls,  emeralds,  and  diamonds.  finus,   are  defcribed  by  Claudian    (in  Rufin. 

^     Tantoque  remoto  l.ii.  loi — 453.),  Zofimus  (1.  v.  p.  296,29^.), 

Principe,  mutatas  orbis  non  fenfit  habenas.  Sozomen  (1.  viii.  c.  i.),  Socrates  (I.  vi.  c.  i.). 

This  high  commendation  (i  Conf  Stil.  i.  149.)  Philoftorgius  (I.  xi.  c.  3.  with   Godefroy,  p. 

may  bejulHiied  by  the  fears  of  thedying  em-  441.),  and  [he  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus. 

ferved  j 
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ferved  ;  he  computed,  with  increaiing  terror,  the  narrow  fpace  of  his    Chap 
life  and  greatnefs  ;  and,  as  the  lad  hope  of  fafety,  he  interpofcd  the 
authority  of  the  emperor  Arcadius.     Stihcho,  who  appears  to  have 
direded  his  march  along  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Hadriatic,  was  not  far 
diftant  from  the  city  of  Theffalonica,  when  he  received  a  peremptoiy 
meffage,  to  rccal   the  troops  of  the  Eaft,  and   to  declare,  that  Jj'is 
nearer  approach  would  he  confidered,  by  the  Byzantine  courts  as  an 
ad  of  hoflility.     The  prompt  and  unexpeded  obedience  of  the  ge- 
neral of  the  Weft,  convinced  the  vulgar  of  his  loyalty  and   mode- 
ration ;  and,  as  he  had  already  engaged  the  afFedlion  of  the  Eaftern 
troops,  he  recommended  to  their  zeal  the   execution  of  his  bloody 
defign,    which   might   be  accomplifhed    in    his   abfence,    Mdth  Icfs 
danger  perhaps,  and  with  lefs  reproach.     Stilicho  left  the  command 
of  the  troops  of  the  Eaft   to   Gainas,  the  Goth,  on   whofe  fidelity 
he  firmly  relied  ;  with  an  aftlirance,  at  leaft,  that  the  hardy  Barba- 
rian would  never  be  diverted  from  his  purpofe  by  any  confideration 
of  fear  or  remorfe.     The  foldiers  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  punifh  the 
enemy  of  Stilicho,  and   of  Rome ;  and  fuch  was  the  general  hatred 
which  Rufinus  had  excited,  that  the  fatal   fecret,  communicated  to 
thoufands,    was  faithfully  preferved    during   the  long  march   from 
Theffalonica  to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople.     As  foon  as  they  had 
refolved  his  death,  they  condefcended  to  flatter  his  pride  j  the  ambi- 
tious prccfed  was  feduced  to  believe,  that  thofe  powerful  auxiliaries 
might  be  tempted  to  place  the  diadem  on  his  head  ;  and  the  treafures 
which  he  diftributed,  with  a  tardy  and  reluftant  hand,  were  accepted 
by  the  indignant  multitude,  as  an  mlult,  rather  than  as  a  gift.     At 
the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  the  capital,  in  the  field  of  Mars,  before 
the  palace  of  Hebdomon,  the  troops   halted  :  and   the  emperor,  as 
well  as  his  minifter,  advanced,  according  to  ancient  cuftom,  refpeft- 
fully  to  falute  the  power  which  fupported  their  throne.     As  Rufinus 
paffed  along  the  ranks,  and  difguifed,  witli  ftudied  courtefy,  his  in- 
3  nate 
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C  H  A  P.^  nate  haughtinefs,  the  wings  infeiifibly  wheeled  from  the  right  and 
v— V-— '  left,  and  inclofed  the  deA^oted  vidlim  withui  the  circle  of  their  arms. 
Before  he  could  refledl  on  the  danger  of  his  fituation,  Gainas  gave 
the  fignal  of  death  ;  a  daring  and  forward  foldicr  plunged  his  fword 
into  the  breaft  of  the  guilty  prsefed,  and  Rufinus  fell,  groaned,  and 
■expired,  at  tlie  feet  of  the  affrighted  emperor.  If  the  agonies  of  a 
moment  could  expiate  the  crimes  of  a  whole  life,  or  if  the  outrages 
inflided  on  a  breathlefs  corpfe  could  be  the  objcd  of  pity,  our  hu- 
manity might  perhaps  be  affeded  by  the  horrid  circumftances  which 
accompanied  the  murder  of  Rufinus.  His  mangled  body  was  aban- 
doned to  the  brutal  fury  of  the  populace  of  either  fex,  who  haflened 
in  crouds,  from  every  quarter  of  the  city,  to  trample  on  the  remains 
of  the  haughty  minlfter,  at  whofe  frown  they  had  fo  lately  trembled. 
His  right  hand  was  cut  off,  and  carried  through  the  ftreets  of  Con- 
ftantmople,  in  cruel  mockery,  to  extort  contributions  for  the  avaricious 
tyrant,  whofe  head  was  publicly  expofed,  borne  aloft  on  the  point 
of  a  long  lance  ".  According  to  the  favage  maxims  of  the  Greek 
republics,  his  innocent  family  would  have  fhared  the  punifhment  of 
his  crimes.  The  wife  and  daughter  of  Rufinus  were  indebted  for 
their  fafety  to  the  influence  of  religion.  Her  fandluary  protetSed 
them  from  the  raging  madnefs  of  the  people ;  and  they  were  per- 
mitted to  fpend  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  exercifes  of 
Chriftian  devotion,  in  the  peaceful  retirement  of  Jerufalem  ''. 
Difcord  of  The  fervile  poet   of  Stilicho    applauds,  with   ferocious  joy,  this 

the  two  em-  .  .  .  .  ~    .    ^.  . 

pires,  horrid  deed,  which,  m   the  execution,  perhaps,  of  jufuce,  violated 

A.  D.  396, 

&c. 

^'  The  ^/,7?<5;"c7r  of  RufiTiUs,  which  Claudian  ftudioi;s  virgin  hnd  diligently,  and  even  repeat- 
performs  with  the  favage  coolnefs  of  an  ana-  edly,  perufedthe  commentatora  on  the  Bible, 
tomift  (in  Ruiin.  ii.  405 — 4i5-)5  is  likewife  Origen,  Gregory,  Baf:I,  &c.  to  the  amount  of 
fpecified  by  Zofimiis  and  Jerom  (toni.  i.  five  millions  of  lines.  -2.  At  the  age  of 
p.  26.").  threefcore,  fhe  could  boaft,  that  £he  had  never 

■^^    The   Pa^an    Zofimus   mentions    their  wafhed  her  hands,  face,  or  any  part  of  her 

fanftuary  and  pi'grimsge.     The  fider  of  Ru-  whole  body  ;  except   the  tips  of  her  fingers, 

.finus,  Sylvania,  who  pafied  her  life  at  Jeru-  to   receive  the  communion.     See  the  Vitae 

falem,  is  famous  in  mor.allic  hiftory.    !.   The  Patrum,  p.  779.  977. 

everj 
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every  law  of  nature  and  fociety,  profaned  the  majefly  of  the  prince,  ^  ^.  ^  ^- 
and  renewed  the  dangerous  examples  of  mihtary  Hceuce.  The  con^ 
templation  of  the  unlverfiil  order  and  harmony  had  iatisfied  Claudian 
of  the  exiftence  of  the  Deity ;  but  the  profperous  impunity  of  vice 
appeared  to  contradi£t  his  moral  attributes  ;  and  the  fate  of  Rufmua 
Was  the  only  event  which  could  difpel  the  religious  doubts  of  the 
poet  ".  Such  an  a£l  might  vindicate  the  honour  of  Providence  ;  but 
it  did  not  much  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  In  lefs 
than  three  months  they  were  informed  of  the  maxims  of  the  new 
adminiftration,  by  a  fmgular  edi(Sl,  which  eftabliflied  the  exclufivc 
right  of  the  treafury  over  the  fpoils  of  Rufinus  ;  and  filenced,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  prefumptuous  claims  of  the  fubjed:s  of  the  Eaftera 
empire,  who  had  been  injured  by  his  rapacious  tyi'anny  '*.  Even 
Stilicho  di4  not  derive  from  the  murder  of  his  rival,  the  fruit  which 
lie  had  propofed  ;  and  though  he  gratiiied  his  revenge,  his  ambi- 
tion was  difappointed.  Under  the  name  of  a  favourite,  the  weaknefs 
of  Arcadius  required  a  mafter ;  but  he  naturally  preferred  the  obfe- 
quious  arts  of  the  eunuch  Eutropius,  who  had  obtained  his  domeftic 
confidence  ;  and  the  emperor  contemplated,  with  terror  and  averfioo, 
the  ftern  genius  of  a  foreign  warrior.  Till  they  were  divided  by  the 
jealoufy  of  power,  the  fword  of  Gainas,  and  the  charms  of  Eudoxia, 
fupported  the  favour  of  the  great  chamberlain  of  tlie  palace:  the  perfi- 
dious Goth,  who  was  appointed  maftcr-general  of  the  Eaft,  betrayed, 
without  fcruple,  the  intereft  of  his  benefador  ;  and  the  fame  troops, 
"who  had  fo  lately  maflacred  the  enemy  of  Stilicho,  were  engaged  to 
Tupport,  againft  him,  the  independence  of  the  throne  of  Conftan- 
-unople.     The  favourites  of  Arcadius  fomented  a  fecret  and  irrecon- 

"  Sec  the  beautiful  exordium  of  his  invec-  leg.  14,  15.     The  new  minifters  attempted, 

tive  againft  Rufinus,  which  is  curioufly  dif-  with  inconfiileiit  avarice,  to  fcize  the  fpoils  of 

-cufled    by    the    fceptic    Ba)le,    DiiSionnaire  their  predeceflbr,    and   to  provide  for  their 

•Critique,  Rufin.  Not.  E.  own  future iecurity. 

^  See  the  Theodoiian  Codcj  1.  ix.  tit.  xlii. 

Vol.  III.  R  clleabic 
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^  xxrx  ^  cileable  war  againft  a  formidable  hero,  who  afpired  to  govern,  and 
to  defend,  the  two  empires  of  Rome,  and  the  two  fons  of  Theodo- 
fius.  They  incefliintly  laboured,  by  dark  and  treacherous  machina- 
tions, to  deprive  him  of  the  efteem  of  the  prince,  the  refpedt  of  the 
people,  and  the  friendfliip  of  the  Barbarians.  The  life  of  Stilicho 
was  repeatedly  attempted  by  the  dagg-er  of  hired  afTaffins ;  and  a' 
decree  was  obtained,  from  the  fenate  of  Conftantlnople,  to  declare 
him  an  enemy  of  the  republic,  and  to  confifcate  his  ample  poflefTions 
in  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft.  At  a  time  when  the  only  hope  of  de- 
laying the  ruin  of  the  Roman  name,  depended  on  the  firm  union,, 
and  reciprocal  aid,  of  all  the  nations  to  whom  it  had  been  gradually 
communicated,  the  fubjedts  of  Arcadius  and  Honorlus  were  inftrudled^ 
by  their  refped:ive  mafters,  to  view  each  other  in  a  foreign,  and  evea 
hoftile,  light ;  to  rejoice  in  their  mutual  calamities,  and  to  em- 
brace, as  their  faithful  allies,  the  Barbarians,  whom  they  excited  to; 
invade  the  territories  of  their  countrymen".  The  natives  of  Italy 
affeded  to  defpife  the  fervile  and  effeminate  Greeks  of  Byzantium, 
who  prefumed  to  imitate  the  drefs,  and  to  lifurp  the  dignity,  of  Ro- 
man fenators  ''^ ;  and  the  Greeks  had  not  yet  forgot  the  fentiments  of 
hatred  and  contempt,  which  their  polilhed  anceftors  had  fo  long 
entertained  for  the  rude  inhabitants  of  the  Weft.  The  diftindiion  of 
two  governments,  which  foon  produced  the  feparation  of  two  na- 
tions, will  juftify  my  defign  of  fufpending  the  feries  of  the  Byzantine 
hiftory,  to  profecute,  without  interruption,  the  difgraceful,  but  me- 
morable, reign  of  Honorius. 

"  See  Claudian  (i  Conf,  Stilich.  1.  i.  275.  Plaudentem  cerne  fenatum 

292.296.  1.   ii.    S3.),    and    Zofimus,  1.    v,  Et  Byzantines  proceres,  Gra/o/yw,  Quirites: 

p.  302.  O  patribus  plebes,  O  digni  confule  patres. 

^*    Claudian   turns  the  confulfhip  of  the  It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  firft  fymptoms  of 

eunuch  Eutropius  into  a  national  refledion  jealoufy  and  fchifm,  between  old  and  new 

(1.  ii.  134.).  Rome,  between  the  Greeks  and  Latins. 

2  The. 
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The  prudent  Stllicho,  Inftead  of  perfifting  to  force  the  IncUnatlons  ^J^,'^  '''• 
of  a  prince,  and  people,  who  rejedled  his  government,  wifely  aban-  * — 7'~T^ 
doned   Arcadius  to  his  unworthy  favourites;  and   his  reludancc  to   f^iido  in 

.  .  Africa, 

involve  the  two  empires  in  a  civil  v>far,  difplayed  the  moderation  of  a   A-  W-  3?^— 

398. 
minifter,  who  had  fo  often  fignalifed  his  military  fpirit  and  abilities. 

But  if  Stilicho  had  any  longer  endured  the  revolt  of  Africa,  he  would 
have  betrayed  the  fecurity  of  the  capital,  and  the  majefty  of  the 
Weftern  emperor,  to  the  capricious  infolence  of  a  Moorifh  rebel. 
Gildo",  the  brother  of  the  tyrant  Flrmus,  had  preferved  and  ob- 
tained, as  the  reward  of  his  apparent  fidelity,  the  immenfe  patrimony 
which  was  forfeited  by  treafon  ;  long  and  meritorious  fervice,  in  the 
armies  of  Rome,  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  military  count ;  the 
narrow  policy  of  the  court  of  Theodofius  had  adopted  the  mifchievous 
expedient,  of  fupporting  a  legal  government  by  the  intereft  of  a 
powerful  family ;  and  the  brother  of  Firmus  was  invefted  with  the 
command  of  Africa.  His  ambition  foon  ufurped  the  adminlflration 
of  juftice,  and  of  the  finances,  without  account,  and  without  con- 
troul  ;  and  he  maintained,  during  a  reign  of  twelve  years,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  an  office,  from  which  it  was  impoffible  to  remove  him, 
without  the  danger  of  a  civil  war.  During  thofe  twelve  years,  the 
provinces  of  Africa  groaned  under  the  dominion  of  a  tyrant,  who 
feemed  to  unite  the  unfeeling  temper  of  a  ftranger,  with  the  partial 
refentrnents  of  domeftic  fadlon.  The  forms  of  law  were  often  fu- 
perfeded  by  the  life  of  poifon  ;  and  if  the  trembling  guefts,  who 
were  invited  to  the  table  of  Gildo,  prefijmed  to  exprefs  their  fears,  the 
infolent  fufpiclon  ferved  only  to  excite  his  fury,  and  he  loudly  fum- 
moned  the  minifters  of  death.    Gildo  alternately  indulged  the  paffions 

'' Claiidian  may  have  exaggerated  the  vices  ronius   (Anna!.  Ecc'ef.  A.  D.  ^qS.   N°  35  — 

of  Gildo  ;  but  his  MoorilTi  extra&ion,  his  no-  56.)   has  treated  the  African  rebellion  with 

toriousaftions.and  the  complaints  of  St.  Au-  fKill  and  learning. 
gUiUn,  may  julHfy  the  poet's  invcdives.    Ba- 

R  2  of 


1*4 


THE   DECLINE    AND    FALL 


CHAP,    of  avarice,  and  luft  "  -,  and  if  his  days  were  teirible  to  the  rich,  his 

XXIX.  7  <  .^ 

a/^/jis  were  not  I'efs  dreadful  to  hufbands  and  parents.  The  faired 
of  their  v.'ives  and  daughters  wer-e  proftituted  to  the  enibraces  of  the 
tyrant ;  and  aftei-wards  abandoned  to  a  ferocious  troop  of  Barbarians 
and  aflaffins,  tlie  black,  or  fwarthy,.  natives  of  the  defert;  whom  Glldo 
confidered  as  the  only  guardians  of  his  throne.  In  the  civil  wrar 
between  Theodofius  and  Eugenius,  the  count,  or  rather  the  fovereign^ 
of  Africa,  maintained  a  haughty  and  fufpicious  neutrality ;  refufed 
to  a0ift  either  of  the  contending  parties  with  troops  or  veflels,  ex- 
peded  the  declaration  of  fortune,  and  referred  for  the  conqueror,  the 
vain  profelTions  of  his  allegiance.  Such  profeffions  would  not  haver 
fatisfied  the  mafler  of  the  Roman  world  :  but  the  death  of  Theodofius,, 
and  the  weaknefs  and  difcord  of  his  fons,  confirmed  the  power  of  the 
Moor;  who  condefcended,as  a  proof  of  his  moderation,  to  abftain  from 
the  ufe  of  the  diadem,  and  to  fupply  Rome  with  the  cuftomary  tribute,. 
or  rather  fubfidy,  of  corn.  In  every  dlvifion  of  the  empire,  the  five 
provinces  of  Africa  were  invariably  afligned  to  the  Weft  ;  and  Gildo 
hadconfented  to  govern  that  extenfive  country  in  the  name  of  Hono- 
rius;  but  his  knowledge  of  the  character  and  defigns  ofStilIcho,foon  en- 
gaged him  to  addrefs  his  homage  to  a  more  diftant  and  feeble  fovereign. 
The  minifters  of  Arcadius  embraced  the  caufe  of  a  perfidious  rebel ; 
and  the  delufive  hope  of  adding  the  numerous  cities  .of  Africa  to  the 
empire  of  the  Eaft,  tempted  them  to  aflert  a  claim,  which  they  were 
incapable  of  fupporting,  either  by  reafon,  or  by  arms  ^\ 

When. 

^  Inflat  terribilis  vivis,  morientibiishsres,    licentioufnefs  of  Gildo;    as    his   wife,    his 

Virginibus   raptor,    thalamis   obfcxnus     daughter,  and  his  iifter,    were  examples   of 

adulter.  ^  ^  perfcft  chaftity.     The  adulteries  of  the  Afri- 

Nullaquies :  oritur  prsdaceflante  libido,  ^  ,  ,.  ,      i     i  i  ^    i     t 

_.  .  ..^  ^  ,.     ^  ,      can  loldicrs  are  checked  by  one  oi  thelmpe- 

•Uivuibulque    dies,    et    nox   metuenaa  ^ 

maritis.  ^'«'  '^^^- 

Mauris  clarifliraa  quxquc  "  ^"1"^  '"^^  ^°^^^'^  numerofas  tranftulic 

Faftidlta  datur. "■'b". 

laronius  condemns.  Hill  more  feverely,  the  Claudian    (de    Bell.    Gildonico,     230 — 
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When  Stillcho  had  given  a  firm  and  decifive  anfwer  to  the  pre-  ^  ^^^  ^- 
tenfions  of  the  Byzantine  court,  he  folemnly  acecufed  the  tyrant  of  i^Th^^^^ 
Africa  before  the  tribunal,  which   had  formerly  judged  the  kings  damned  \,y 

'  "  °     the  Romjii 

and  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  imaee  of  the  repubhc  was  revived,  fenate. 

.  ,  A.  D.  397. 

after  a   long  interval,  under  the  reign  of  Honorius.     The  emperor 

tranfmitted  an  accurate  and  ample  detail  of  the  complaints  of  the 
provincials,  and  the  crimes  of  Gildo,  to  the  Roman  fenate  ;  and  the 
members  of  that  venerable  affembly  were  required  to  pronounce  the 
condemnation  of  the  rebel.  Their  unanimous  fufFrage  declared  him 
the  enemy  of  the  republic  ;  and  the  decree  of  the  fenate  added  a 
facred,  and  legitimate  fandion,  to  the  Roman  arms ''°.  A  people, 
who  ftill  remembered,  that  their  anceftors  had  been  the  mafters  of 
the  world,  would  have  applauded,  with  confcious  pride,  the  repre— 
fentation  of  ancient  freedom  ;  if  they  had  not  long  fmce  been  ac^ 
cuftomed  to  prefer  the  folid  afTurance  of  bread,  to  the  unfubftantial  , 
vifions  of  liberty  and  greatnefs.  The  fubfiftence  of  Rome  depended 
on  the  harvefts  of  Africa  ;  and  it  was  evident,  that  a  declaration  of 
war  would  be  the  fignal  of  famine.  The  prGEfed  Symm.achus,  who 
prefided  in  the  deliberations  of  the  fenate,  admonilhed  the  minifter 
of  his  juft  apprehenfion,  that  as  foon  as  the  revengeful  Moor  ihould 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  com,  the  tranquillity,  and  perhaps  the 
fafety,  of  the  capital,  would  be  threatened  by  the  hungry  rage  of  a 
turbulent  multitude  *'.  The  prudence  of  Stilicho  conceived,  and  ex- 
ecuted, without  delay,  the  moll  efFedlual  meafure  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  people.  A  large  and  feafonable  fupply  of  corn,  collefted. 
in  the  inland  provinces  of  Gaul,  was  embarked  on  the  rapid  ftream. 

324.)  has  touched,  with  political  delicacy,  (i  Conf.  Stiiich.  I.  i.  325,  &c.)  feems  to  feel 

the  intrigues  of  the  Byzantine  court,   which  the  fpirit  of  a  Roman. 

are  likewife  mentioned   by   Zofimus    (1.  v.         ■*'  Claudian  finely  difpiays  thefe  complaints 

p.  302.).  ofSymmachus,  in  a  fpeech  of  the  goddefs  of 

*°  Symmachus   (1.  iv.   epift.  4.)  exprefles  Rome,  before  the  throne  of  Jupiter  (de  Bell,, 

thejudicialformsof  the  fenate;  andClaudiaa  Gildon.  28 — 128.). 

A  «f 
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CHAP,  of  ti^e  Rhone,  and  tranfported,  by  an  eafy  navigation,  from  the 
c — /— »«  Rhone  to  the  Tyber.  During  the  whole  term  of  the  African  war, 
the  granaries  of  Rome  were  continually  filled,  her  dignity  was  vin- 
dicated from  the  humiliating  dependence,  and  the  minds  of  an  im- 
menfe  people  were  quieted  by  the  calm  confidence  of  peace  and 
plenty  *\ 
The  African        -pj^g  caufe  of  Rome,  and  the  condudl  of  the  African  war,  were 

war, 

A.  D.  39S.  entrufted  by  Stilicho,  to  a  general,  adlive  and  ardent  to  avenge  his 
private  injuries  on  the  head  of  the  tyrant.  The  fpirit  of  difcord, 
which  prevailed  in  the  houfe  of  Nabal,  had  excited  a  deadly  quarrel 
between  two  of  his  fons,  Gildo  and  Mafcezel ".  The  ufurper  pur- 
fued,  with  implacable  rage,  the  life  of  his  younger  brother,  whofe 
courage  and  abilities  he  feared  ;  and  Mafcezel,  oppreffed  by  fuperior 
power,  took  refuge  in  the  court  of  Milan  :  where  he  foon  received 
the  cruel  intelligence,  that  his  two  innocent  and  helplefs  chil- 
dren had  been  murdered  by  their  inhuman. uncle.  The  affliction  of 
the  father  was  fufpended  only  by  the  defire  of  revenge.  The 
vigilant  Stilicho  already  prepared  to  colleft  the  naval  and  military 
forces  of  the  Weftern  empire ;  and  he  had  refolved,  if  the  tyrant  fhould 
be  able  to  wage  an  equal  and  doubtful  war,  to  march  againft  him 
in  perfon.  But  as  Italy  required  his  prefence,  and  as  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  weaken  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  he  judged  it  more 
advifable,  that  Mafcezel  fliould  attempt  this  arduous  adventure,  at  the 
head  of  a  chofen  body  of  Gallic  veterans,  who  had  lately  ferved 
imder  the  ftandard  of  Eugenius.  Thefe  troops,  who  were  exhorted 
to  convince  the  world,  that  they  could  fubvert,  as  well   as  defend, 

*^  See  Claudian  (in  Eutrop.  1.  i.  401,  Src.  an,  who  underftood  the  court  of  Milan,  dwells 

i  Conf.    Scil.  1.  i.  306,  &c.  ii  Conf.  Stilich.  on   the  injuries,  rather   than   the  merits,  of 

91,  &c.).  Mafcezel  (de  Bell.  Gild.  389  — 414.).      The 

*'  He  was  of  a  mature  age  ;  fince  he  had  Moorifh  war  was  not  worthy  of  Honorius,  or 

formerly  (A.'  D.    373.)    ferved    againft    his  Stilicho,  &c. 
brother  Firmus  (Ammian.  xxix.  5.).    Claudi- 

the 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  127 

the  throne  of  an  ufurper,  confifted  of  the  Javian.  the  HcrciiUan.  and    CHAP. 

.  XXIX. 

the  Aiigiiflcm^  legions  ;  of  the  Nervian   auxiUarics  ;   of  the  foldiers, 

who  difplayed  in  their  banners  the  fymbol  of  a  //&//,  and  of  the  troops 

which  were  diftinguiihed  by  the  aufpicious  names  of  Fortunate^  and 

Invincible.     Yet   fuch   was   the   fmaHnefs  of  their  eftabUfliments,  or 

the  difficulty  of  recruiting,  that  xhti^  feven  bands  ""^^  of  high  dignity 

and  reputation  in  the  fervice  of  Rome,  amounted  to   no   more  than 

five  thoufand  effedtive  men  *^     The  fleet   of  gallies  and  tranfports 

failed  in  tempeftuous  weather  from  the   port   of  Pifa,  in  Tufcany, 

and  fteered  their  courfe  to  the  little  ifland  of  Capraria ;  which   had 

borrowed  that  name  from  the  wild  goats,  its    original   inhabitants, 

whofe  place  was  now  occupied  by  a  new  colony  of  a  ftrange  and 

favage  appearance.     "  The  whole  ifland  (fays  an  ingenious  traveller 

"  of   thofe    times)  is   filled,    or  rather    defiled,    by   men,  who   fly 

"  from  the  light.     They  call  themfelves  Monks,  or  folitaries,  becaufe 

*'  they  chufe  to  live  alone,  without  any  witnefl'es   of  their  adlions. 

"  They  fear  the  gifts  of  fortune,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  them ; 

"  and,  lefl:  they  fliould  be  miferable,  they  embrace   a  life  of  volun- 

"  tary  wretchednefs.    How  abfurd  is  their  choice  !  how  perverfe  their 

"  underftanding  !  to  dread  the  evils,  without  being  able  to  fupport 

"  the  bleffings,  of  the    human    condition.      Either  this  melancholy 

"  madnefs  is  the  effedt  of  diieafe,  or   elfe  the  confcioufnefs   of  guilt 

"  urges  thefe  unhappy  men  to  exercife  on  their  own  bodies  the  tor- 

"  tures  which  are  infli£led  on  fugitive  flaves  by  the  hand  of  jufliice  ■"." 

■*♦  Claudian,  Bell.  Gild.  415  — 423.      The  ne     timeare    times    (i    Conf.    Stilich.    1.    f, 

change  of  dlfcipline  allowed  him  to  ufe  indif-  314,  Sec). 

ferendy  the  names  o{Legio,Cohors,  Manipu/us.         *^  Claud.    Rutil.   Numatian.    Itinerar.    i. 

See  t\ie  Nctitia  Imperii,  S.  38.  40.  439 — 448.    He  afterwards  ( 5 1 5  —  ;26.)men- 

**'   Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  36.  p.  565.)   qualifies  tions  a  religious  madman  on  the  ifle  of  Gor- 

this  account  with  an  expreffion  of  doubt  (ut  gona.     For  fuch  profane  remarks,  Rutilius, 

aiunt)  ;    and  it  fcarcely  coincides  with  the  and  his  accomplices,  are  ftyled,   by  his  com- 

^t;iaf..=K  aJfa;  of  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  303.).    Yet-  mentator,    Barthius,    rabiofi  canes    diaboli. 

Claudian,  afterfome  declamation  about  Cad-  Tillemont  (Mem.   Ecclef.  torn.  xii.  p.  471.) 

mus's  foldiers,    frankly  owns,    that  Stilicho  more  calmly  obferves,   that   the  unbelieving 

fent  a  fmall  army  ;  left  the  rebel  fliould  fly,  poet  praifes  where  he  means  to  cenfure. 

Such' 
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CHAP.  Such  was  the  contempt  of  a  profane  magiftrate  for  the  monks  of  Ca- 
v..r .-,,^/  praria,  who  were  revered,  by  the  pious  Mafcezel,  as  tlie  chofen 
fervants  of  God  *\  Some  of  them  were  perfuaded,  by  his  entreaties, 
to  embark  on  board  the  fleet ;  and  it  is  obferved,  to  the  praife  of 
the  Roman  general,  that  his  days  and  nights  were  employed  in 
prayer,  fafting,  and  the  occupation  of  finging  pfalms.  The  devout 
leader,  who,  with  fucli  a  reinforcement,  appeared  confident  of  vic- 
tory, avoided  the  dangerous  rocks  of  Corfica,  coafted  along  the  eaftern 
fide  of  Sardinia,  anrd  fccured  his  fhips  againft  the  violence  of  the  fouth 
wind,  by  cafting  anchor  in  the  fafe  and  capacious  harbour  of  Ca- 
gliari,  at  the  diftance  of  one  hiindred  and  forty  miles  from  the  Afri- 
can fhores  *'. 
Defeat  and  Gildo  was  prepared  to  refift  the  Invafion  with  all  the  forces  of 

GMo,  Africa.     By  the  liberality  of  his  gifts  and  promifes,  he  endeavoured 

A.  D.  3p8.  ^Q  fecure  the  doubtful  allegiance  of  the  Roman  foldiers,  whilft  he 
attra£led  to  his  ftandard  the  diftant  tribes  of  Gaetulia  and  ^Ethiopia, 
He  proudly  reviewed  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  boafted, 
with  the  rafh  prefumption  which  is  the  forerunner  of  difgrace,  that 
his  numerous  cavalry  would  trample  under  their  horfes  feet,  the 
troops  of  Mafcezel,  and  involve,  in  a  cloud  of  burning  fand,  the 
natives  of  the  cold  regions  of  Gaul  and  Germany  *'.  But  the  Moor, 
^vho  commanded  the  legions  of  Honorius,  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  manners  of  his  countrymen,  to  entertain  afty  ferious  appre- 
henfion  of  a  naked  and  diforderly  hoft  of  Barbarians ;  whofe  left 
arm,  inftead  of  a  fhield,  was  proteded  only  by  a  mantle  ;  who  were 
totally  difarmed  as  foon  as  they  had  darted  their  javelin  from  their 

"  Orofiuf,  I.  vii.  c.  36.  p.  564.     Auguftin  has  been  loft}  and  we  are  ignorant  iciv,  or 

commends  two  of  thefe  favage   faints  of  the  'vjhcrc,  the  army  made  good  their  landing  in 

ifle  of  Goats  (epift.  Ixxxi.  apud  Tillemont)  Africa. 

•Mem.  Ecclef.  torn,  xiii    p.  317.  and  Baroni-         *^  Orofius  muft  be  refponfii  !e  for  the  ac- 

*is,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  598.  N°5i.).  count.     The   prefumption  of  Gildo  and  his 

■*'  Here  the  iirft  book  of  the  Gildonic  war  various  train  of  Barbarians  is  celebrated  hf 


is  terminated.     The  rell  of  Claudian's  poem     Ciaudian  (i  ConA  Stil.  1.  i.  3+5— 55,.). 
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right  hand  ;  and  wliofe  horfes  had  never   been   taught  to  bear  the    ^  J^.y  ^' 

X  XIX, 

controul,  or  to  obey  the  guidance,  of  the  bridle.  He  fixed  his 
camp  of  five  thoufand  veterans  in  the  face  of  a  fupciior  enemy,  and, 
after  the  delay  of  three  days,  gave  the  fignal  of  a  general  engage- 
ment '".  As  Mafcezel  advanced  before  tlic  front  with  fair  offers  of 
peace  and  pardon,  he  encountered  one  of  tlic  foremoft  ftandard- 
bcarers  of  the  Africans,  and,  on  his  refufal  to  yield,  flruck  liim  on 
the  arm  with  his  fword.  The  arm,  and  the  ftandard,  funk  under  the 
weight  of  the  blow  ;  and  the  imaginary  a£l  of  fubmiflion  was  haftily 
repeated  by  all  the  ftandards  of  the  line.  At  this  fignal,  the  difaffedled 
cohorts  proclaimed  the  name  of  their  lawful  fovereign;  the  Barbarians, 
aftonilhed  by  the  defedion  of  their  Roman  allies,  difperfed,  according 
to  their  cuftom,  in  tumultuary  flight ;  and  Mafcezel  obtained  the  ho*- 
nours  of  an  eafy,  and  almoft  bloodlefs,  vidory '".  The  tyrant 
efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle  to  the  fea-fliore ;  and  threw  himfelf 
into  a  fmall  veifel,  with  the  hope  of  reaching  in  fafety  fome  friendly 
port  of  the  empire  of  the  Eaft :  but  the  obftinacy  of  the  wind  drove 
him  back  into  the  harbour  of  Tabraca  ^*,  which  had  acknowledged, 
with  the  reft  of  the  province,  the  dominion  of  Honorius,  and  the 
authority  of  his  lieutenant.  The  inhabitants,  as  a  proof  of  their 
repentance  and  loyalty,  feized  and  confined  the  perfon  of  Gildo  in  a 
dungeon  ;  and  his  own  defpair  faved  him  from  the  intolerable  torture 
of  fupportin*  the  prefence  of  an  injured,  and  victorious,  brother  ". 

'°  St.  Ambrofe,  who  had  been  dead  about  '^  Tabraca  lay  between  the  two  Hippos 
a  year,  revealed,  in  a  vifion,  the  time  and  (Cellarius,  torn.  ii.  p.  ii.  p.  iiz.  ;  d'Anville, 
place  of  the  viftory.      Mafcezel    afterwards     ^^^^  ;jj.  p_  g^.).  Orofius  has  diftindly  named 

related  his   dream   to  Paulinus,   the  criminal  ,i     r  u     r  u  ^^i      i    ^ 

,  '         .      ^.   ,  the  field  or  battle,   but  our  ignorance  cannot 

biographer  of  the  faint,  from  whom  it  might  .^    .        . 

--1         r  ..     1^    r  define  the  prccife  fituation. 
eaiily  pafs  to  Oroiius.  ^ 

=  '  ZoCmus(l.  V.  p.  303.)  fuppofesanob-  "  The  death  of  Gildo  is  expreffed  by  Clau- 

ftinate  combat;  but  the  narrative  of  Orofius  dian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  357.).  and  his  befl  in- 

appcars  to  conceal  a  real  faft,  under  the  dif-  terpreters,  Zofimus  and  Orofius. 
guife  of  a  miracle. 
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CHAP.  The  captives,  and  the  fpoils,  of  Africa,  were  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
v_ — .— — '  emperor  ;  but  Stilicho,  whofe  moderation  appeared  more  confpi- 
cuous,  and  more  fmcere,  in  the  midll  of  profperity,  ftill  affedted  to 
confult  the  laws  of  the  republic ;  and  referred  to  the  fenate  and 
people  of  Rome,  the  judgment  of  the  mofi:  illuftrious  criminals  '*. 
Their  trial  was  public  and  folemn  ;  but  the  judges,  in  the  exercife  of 
this  obfolete  and  precarious  jurifdid;ion,  were  impatient  to  punifh 
the  African  magldrates,  who  had  intercepted  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
Roman  people.  The  rich  and  guilty  province  was  opprefied  by  the 
Imperial  minifcers,  who  had  a  vifible  intereft  to  multiply  the  number 
of  the  accomplices  of  Gildo  ;  and  if  an  edicl  of  Honorius  fcems  to 
■  check  the  malicious  induftry  of  informers,  a  fubfequent  edidt,  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  years,  continvies  and  renews  the  profecution  of  the 
offences  which  had  been  committed  in  the  time  of  the  general  re- 
bellion ".  The  adherents  of  the  tyrant  w^ho  efcaped  the  firft  fury 
of  the  foldiers,  and  the  judges,  might  derive  fome  confolation  from 
the  tragic  fate  of  his  brother,  who  could  never  obtain  his  pardon  for 
the  extraordinary  fervices  which  he  had  performed.  After  he  had 
finilhed  an  important  war  in  the  fpace  of  a  fmgle  winter,  Mafcezel 
was  received  at  the  court  of  Milan  wdth  loud  applaufe,  affedled  gra- 
titude, and  fecret  jealoufy '' ;  and  his  death,  which,  perhaps,  was  the 
effeft  of  accident,  has  been  confidered  as  the  crime  of  Stilicho.  In 
the  paflage  of  a  bridge,  the  Moorilh  prince,  who  accompanied  ths 
mafter-general  of  the  Weft,  was  fuddenly  thrown  from  his  horfe  into 

5*  Claudian  (ii  Conf.  Stilich.  99 — 119-),  piety,  fcarcely  deferves  that  appellation; 
defcribes  their  trial  (tremuit  quos  Africa  ^'  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  ix.  tit. 
nuper,  cernunt  rollra  reos),  and  applauds  xxxix.  leg.  3.  tit.  xi.  leg.  ig. 
the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  conftitution.  It  -*  Stilicho,  who  claimed  an  equal  (hare  in 
is  here  that  he  introduces  the  famous  fcntence,  all  the  viftories  of  Thecdofius  and  his  foni 
fo  familiar  to  the  friends  of  defpotifm  :  particularly  afferts,  that  Africa  was  recovered 
Nunquam  libertas  gratior  exftat  by  the  wifdom  of  ^/jcounfels  (fee  an  Infcrip- 

Quam  fub  rege  pio. tion  produced  by  Baronius). 

But  the  freedom,    which  depends  on  royal 

I  -  the 
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the  river ;  the  ofiicious   hafte   of  the  attendants  was  reftrained  bv  a    C  H  A  P. 

XXIX. 
cruel  and  perfidious  fmile,  whi^h  they  obferved  on  the  countenance    ' j ' 

of  Stilicho ;   and  while  they  delayed  the  neceilary  aihftance,  the  un- 
fortunate Mafcezel  was  irrecoverably  drowned  ". 

The  joy  of  the  African  triumph  was  happily  conneded  with  the   Marriage, 

•iri  XT  •  ^        r    ^  •  -  ^'"-^  charac- 

nuptials  ot   the   emperor  Honorms,   and   or   his  coufm  Maria,  the  terofHono- 

daughter  of  Stilicho  :  and  this  equal  and  honourable  alliance  feemed   a.  d.  398. 

to  inveft  the  powerful  minifter  with  the  authority  of  a  parent  over 

his  fubmiflive  pupil.     The  mufe  of  Claudiau  was  not  filent  on  this 

propitious  day  ^' :  he  fung,  in  various  and  lively  flrains,  the  happi- 

nefs  of  the  royal  pair ;  and  the  glory  of  the  hero,  who  confirmed 

their   union,  and   fupported  their   throne.       The  ancient   fables   of 

Greece,  which  had  almoft  ceafed  to  be  the  objedl  of  religieus  faith, 

were  faved  from  oblivion  by  the  genius  of  poetry.     The  pidure  of 

the  Cyprian  grove,  the  feat  of  harmony  and  love;  the  triumphant 

progrefs  of  Venus  over  her  native  feas,  and  the  mild  influence  which 

her  prefence  difiufed  in  the  palace  of  Milan,  exprefs  to  every  age 

the  natural  fentiments  of  the  heart,  in  the  juft  and  pleafmg  language 

of  allegorical  fidion.     But  the  amorous  irapatience,  which  Claudian 

attributes  to  the  young  prince  '',  muft  excite  the  fmiles  of  the  court ; 

and  his  beauteous  fpoufe  (if  Ihe  deferved  the  praife  of  beauty)  had  not 

much  to  fear  or  to  hope  from  the  paflions  of  her  lover.     Honorius 

*'  I  have  foftened  tlie  narrative  of  Zofi-         "  ■ Calet  obvius  ir^e 

fnus,  which,  in  its  crude  fimplicity,  is  almoll  Jani  princeps,   tardumqiie  cupit  difccdere 

incredible  (1.  v.  p.   303.).     Orofius  dainns  .  io.em. 

,       -n     •  ^    I  r,  \     r       -1  Nobilis  Jiaud  aViler  /ov/fies. 

the  viftonous  general   (p-  538.),  for  violat-  -^     ^ 

ing  the  right  of  fanftuary.  '  (^^e   Nuptiis_  Honor,   et   Maris,    287.)   and 

<8 /-.I     J.  .u  .t  rj     more  freely  in  the  Fefcennines  fii2  — 126.). 

'*  Claudian,  as  the  poet  laureat,  compofed  .     /  ^    '        '-^•/• 

a  ferious  and  elaborate  epithalaniium  of  340         ^'"''   °  i""''"'  ^^^  "^''^'^  ^"'<^'"5 

,.  1    rj       i-  or-  u-  1  Qiiam  flavos  Secies  vincere  Sarmatas 

lines;   belidcs  fomc  gay  Pefcennines  which         ^- 

were  fung,  in  a  inore  licentious  tone,  on  the         ^^_^^  vi^or  madido  profdias  toro   " 
s\eddmg-night.  Nofturni  referens  vulnera  proelii. 

S  2  was 
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CHAP,    ^as  only  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age ;  Serena,  the  mother  of" 

<— V '    his  bride,  deferred,  by  art  or  perfuafion,  the  conlummation  of  the 

royal   nuptials ;   Maria  died   a  virgin,  after  fhe  had  been  ten  years 
a  wife ;   and  the  chaftity  of  the  emperor  was  fecured  by  the  cold- 
nefs,    or,    perhaps,    the  debility,    of  his    conftitution  °°.     His    fub- 
jeds,   who   attentively  ftudied   the  character  of  tlieir  young   fove- 
reign,  difcovered  that  Hoaorius  was  without  pafhons,  and  confe— 
quently  without  talents ;  and  that  his  feeble  and  languid  difpofition 
was  alike  incapable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  his  rank,  or  of  en- 
joying the  pleafures  of  his  age.     In  his  early  youth  he  made  fome 
progrefs  in  the  exercifes  of  riding  and  drawing  the  bow:  but  he 
foon  relinquiflied  thefe  fatiguing  occupations,  and  the  amufement  of 
feeding  poultry  became  the  ferious  and  daily  care  of  the  monarch  of 
the  Weft  ",  who  refigned  the  reins  of  empire  to  the  firm  and  fkilful 
hand  of  his  guardian  Stilicho.     The  experience  of  hiftory  will  coun- 
tenance the  fufpicion,   that  a  prince  who  was  born  in  the  purple,, 
received  a  worfe  education  than  the   meaneft   peafant  of  his  domi- 
nions ;  and  that  the  ambitious  minifter  fuffered  him  to  attain  the  age- 
of  manhood,  without  attempting  to  excite  his  courage,  or  to  enlighten- 
his  underftanding  ".     The  predeceiTors  of  Honorius  were  accuftomed 
to   animate,  by  their   example,    or   at  leaft   by  their  prefence,  the 
valour  of  the  legions  ;  and  the  dates  of  their  laws  atteft  the  perpe-- 
tual  activity  of  their  motions  through  the  provinces  of  the  Roman, 
world.     But  the  fon  of  Theodofius  pafled  the  flumber  of  his  life,  a. 
captive   in  his  palace,  a   ftranger  in   his   country,  and  the  patient,, 

'°  See  Zolimus,  1.  v.  p.  333.  ^^  The  leflbns   of  Theodofius,    or  rather' 

*'  Procopius  de  Bell.  Gothico,  1.  i.  c.  2.  Glaudian     (iv   Conf.   Honor.    214 — 418), 

I  have  borrowed  the  general  praftice  of  Ho-  might  compofe  a  fine  inftitution  for  the  fu— 

norius,  without  adopting  the  fingular,  and,  ture  prince  of  a  great  and   free  nation.     It 

indeed,  improbable  tale,  which  is  related  by  was  far  above  Honorius,  and  his  degenerate 

the  Greek  hiftorian.  fubjefts. 

almofl 
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almoft  the  indifferent,  fpedator  of  tJie  ruin  of  the  Weftern  empire,    CHAP. 

XXIX. 

which  was  repeatedly  attacked,  and  finally  fubverted,  by  the  arms 
of  the  Barbarians.  In  the  eventful  hiftory  of  a  reign  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  it  will  fcldom  be  ncccflliry  to  mention  the  name  of  the 
emperor  Honorius.. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXX. 

Revolt  of  the  Goths  — They  plunder  Greece. — Iwo  great 
Invajions  of  Italy  by  Alaric  and  Radagaifus. — They  are 
repulfed  hy  Stilicho. — The  Germans  over- run  Gaul  — 
Ufurpation  of  Gonflantine  ift  the  Wefl, — Difgrace  and 
Death  of  Stilicho. 


CHAP,  "f  F  the  fubjeds  of  Rome  could  be  Ignorant  of  their  obligations  to  the 
.  -.--'.'  -fi-  great  Theodofius,  they  were  too  foon  convinced,  how  painfully 
Goths'"  '  ^  ^'^'^  fpirit  and  abilities  of  their  deceafed  emperor  had  fupported  the 
A.  D.  395.  f^.gii  jjj^^  mouldering  edifice  of  the  republic.  He  died  in  the  month 
of  January ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  winter  of  the  fame  year,  the 
Gotliic  nation  was  in  arms  '.  The  Barbarian  auxiliaries  eredled  their 
independent  ftandard  ;  and  boldly  avowed  the  hoftile  defigns,  which 
they  had  long  cherifhed  in  their  ferocious  minds.  Their  country- 
men, who  had  been  condemned,  by  the  conditions  of  the  laft  treaty, 
to  a  life  of  tranquillity  and  labour,  deferted  their  farms  at  the  firft 
found  of  the  trumpet ;  and  eagerly  refumed  the  weapons  which 
they  had  reludantly  laid  down.  The  barriers  of  the  Danube  were 
thrown  open ;  the  favage  warriors  of  Scythia  ilTued  from  their  forefts  ; 
and  the  uncommon  feverity  of  the  winter  allowed  the  poet  to  re- 
mark, "  that  they  rolled  their  ponderous  waggons  over  the  broad 
"  and  icy  back  of  the  indignant  river  \"     The  unhappy  natives  of 

the 

'  The  revolt  of  the  Goths,  and  the  block-     Zofimus  (1.  v.  p.  29:.)>  and  Jornandes  (de 
ade  of  Conftantinople,    are  dirtinftly   men-     Rebus  Getici.s  c.  29.). 
tioned  by  Claudian  (in  Ru£n.  1.  ii.  7—  100.),         '  —  Alii  per  terga  ferocis 

Danubii 


I 
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the  provinces  to  the  South  of  the  Danube,  fubmitted  to  the  calamities,    CHAP. 

*         XXX. 
which,  in  the  couiic  of  twenty  years,  were  ahnoft  grown  fiimiliar  to 

their  imagination  ;  and  the  various  troops  of  Barbarians,  who  gloried 

in  the  Gothic  name,  were  irregularly  fpread  from  the  woody  fhores 

of  Dalmatia,  to  tlie  walls  of  Conftantinople  ^     The  Interruption,  or 

at  leaft  the  diminution,  of  the  fubfidy,  which  the  Goths  had  received 

from  the  prudent  liberality  of  Theodofius,  was  the  fpecious  pretence 

of  their  revolt :  the  affront  was  embittered  by  their  contempt  for  the 

unwarlike  fons  of  Theodofius;  and  their  refentment  was  inflamed 

by  the  weaknefs,  or  treachery,  of  the  minifler  of  Arcadius.     The 

frequent  villts  of  Rufinus  to  the  camp  of  the  Barbarians,  whofe  arms 

and  apparel  he   affected  to  imitate,    were  confidered  as  a.  fuilicient 

evidence  of  his  guilty  correfpondence  :  and  the  public  enemy,  from 

a  motive  either  of  gratitude  or  of  policy,  was  attentive,  amidll  the 

general  devaflation,    to   fpare  the  private  eflates    of  the   unpopular 

pr£efe£l.     The  Goths,  inflead   of  being  Impelled   by  the  blind  and 

headflrong  pafTions  of  their  chiefs,  were  now  diredled  by  the  bold 

and  artful  genius  of  Alarlc.     That  renowned  leader  v/as  defcended 

from  the  noble  race  of  the  Balti  *j  which  yielded  only  to  the  royal 

dignity  of  the  Amali :  he  had  folicited  the  command  of  the  Roman 

armies ;  and  the  Imperial  court  provoked  him  to  demonftrate  the 

Danubii  folidata  ruuirt ;  expert.ique  remis         *  Baltha,    or  held:    oiigo   mirifica,    fays 

Frangunt  ft  gna  rotis.  Jornandes    (c.    29.).      This  illulUious   race 

Claudian  and  Ovid  often  amufe  their  fancy     jo^g.  continued  to  flouriih  in  France,  in  the 

by  interchanging  the  metaphors  and  proper-      ^^    .1  •  •   „„  „f  c     .•  t 

■'        r  ,  1       J      •  (jothic  province  ot  beptimania,  or  Langue- 

ties   of  liquid  water,    and  folid  ice.     Much      .  ,       ,  ,  ,,     .         ^ 

c  M-      ■    \       \  J   J   •       I.-         r  doc;  under  the  corrupted  appellation  of  ^a;/A-.- 

falfe  wit  has  been  expended  in  this  eafy  ex-  '^  "^ 

gj.jjj-g_  and  a     branch    of    that    fimiiy    afterwards 

3  Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  26.     He  endeavours  fettled  in  the  kingdom   of  Naples   (GrotLiis 

to  comfort  his  friend  Heliodorus,  bifliop  of  in  Prolegcm.  ad  Hift.  Gothic,  p.  53.).    The 

Altinum,  for  the  lofs  of  his  nephew  Nepo-  lords  of  Baux,  near  Aries,  and  of  feventy- 

tian,^  by  a  curious  recapitulation  of  all  the  „;„£  fubordinate  places,    were  independent 

public  and  private  misfortunes  of  the  times.  „(-.i,„  „„.,„,„  „f  d„„.  „„„„   ,,  r> 
ft  or  trie  counts  01  rrovence  (Longuerue,  De- 
See  Tillemont,'  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  .\ii.  p.  r    •    •      j    1    t?                     ■ 

.     .  ^  fcription  de  la  France,  tom.  1.  p.  jc/.). 

200,  &c.  *  '  f    i:,/  J 
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Alarlc 
.marches 
ijnto  Greece, 
^.  D.  396. 


folly  of  tKeir  refuHil,  and  the  importance  of  their  lofs.  Whatever 
hopes  might  be  entertained  of  the  conqueft  of  Conftantinople,  the 
judicious  general  foon  abandoned  an  impracticable  enterprife.  In 
the  m/idft  of  a  divided  court,  and  a  difcontented  people,  the  emperor 
Arcadius  was  terrified  by  the  afpedl  of  the  Gothic  arms :  but  the 
want  of  wifdom  and  valour  was  fupplied  by  the  ftrength  of  the 
city;  and  the  fortifications,  both  of  the  fea  and  land,  might  fe- 
curely  brave  the  impotent  and  random  darts  of  the  Barbarians.  Ala- 
ric  difdained  to  trample  any  longer  on  the  proflrate  and  ruined 
countries  of  Thrace  and  Dacia,  and  he  refolved  to  feek  a  plentiful 
harveft  of  fvme  and  riches  in  a  pi'ovince  which  had  hitherto  efcaped 
the  ravages  of  war'. 

The  charadter  of  the  civil  and  military  officers,  on  whom  Rufmus 
had  devolved  the  government  of  Greece,  confirmed  the  public  fufpi- 
clon,  that  he  had  betrayed  the  ancient  feat  of  freedom  and  learning 
to  the  Gothic  invader.  The  proconful  Antlochus  was  the  unwor- 
thy fon  of  a  refpedlable  father ;  and  Gerontius,  who  commanded  the 
provincial  troops,  was  much  better  qualified  to  execute  the  oppreffive 
orders  of  a  tyrant,  than  to  defend,  with  courage  and  ability,  a  coun- 
try mofi:  remarkably,  fortified  by  the  hand  of  nature.  Alaric  had 
traverfed,  without  refiftance,  the  plains  of  Macedonia  and  ThefTaly, 
as  far  as  the  foot  of  Movmt  Oeta,  a  fteep  and  woody  range  of  hills, 
almoft  impervious  to  his  cavalry.  They  ftretched  from  Eafl:  to  Weft, 
to  the  edge  of  the  fea-fhore ;  and  left,  between  the  precipice  and  the 
Malian  Gulf,  an  interval  of  three  hundred  feet,  which,  in  fome  places, 
was  contracted  to  a  road  capable  of  admitting  only  a  fingle  carriage*. 
In  this  narrow  pafs  of  ThermopyhT,  where  Lconidas  and  the  three 


5  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  293-295.)  is  our  bed  ''  Compare  Herodotus  (1.  vii.  c.  176.)  and 

guide  for  the  conqueil  of  Greece  :   but  the  Livy  (xxxvi.  15.).     The  narrow  entrance  of 

Wnts  and  allufion  of  Claudian  are  fo  many  Greece  was  probably  enlarged  by  each  fuc- 

i-ays  of  hiftoric  light.  ceffive  raviiher. 

->  hundred 
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hundred  Spartans  had  glorioufly  devoted  their  lives,  the  Goths  might  C  H  A  P. 
have  been  Hopped,  or  deftroyed,  by  a  fkilful  general ;  and  perhaps  the 
view  of  that  facred  fpot  might  have  kindled  fome  fparks  of  military  ardour 
in  the  breafts  of  the  degenerate  Greeks.  The  troops  which  had  been 
polled  to  defend  the  ftreights  of  Thermopyl*,  retired,  as  they  v^rere 
direded,  without  attempting  to  diflurb  the  fecure  and  rapid  paffage 
of  Alaric';  and  the  fertile  fields  of  Phods,  and  Ba^otia,  were  in- 
ftantly  covered  by  a  deluge  of  Barbarians ;  who  maflacred  the, males 
of  an  age  to  bear  arms,  and  drove  away  the  beautiful  females,  with 
the  fpoil,  and  cattle,  of  the  flaming  villages.  The  travellers,  who 
vifited  Greece  feveral  years  afterwards,  could  eafily  difcover  the  deep 
and  bloody  traces  of  the  march  of  the  Goths ;  and  Thebes  was  lefs 
indebted  for  her  prefervation  to  the  ftrength  of  her  feven  gates,  than 
to  the  eager  hafte  of  Alaric,  who  advanced  to  occupy  the  city  of 
Athens,  and  the  important  harbour  of  the  Pirseus.  The  fame  impa- 
tience urged  him  to  prevent  the  delay  and  danger  of  a  fiege,  by  the 
offer  of  a  capitulation ;  and  as  foon  as  the  Athenians  heard  the  voice 
of  the  Gothic  herald,  they  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  deliver  the 
greateft  part  of  their  wealth,  as  the  ranfom  of  the  city  of  Minerva» 
and  its  inhabitants.  The  treaty  was  i-atified  by  folemn  oaths,  and 
obferved  with  mutual  fidelity.  The  Gothic  prince,  wdth  a  fmall  and 
feled:  train,  was  admitted  within  the  walls ;  he  indulged  himfelf  in 
the  refrefliment  of  the  bath^  accepted  a  fplendid  banquet  Vv^hich  was 
provided  by  the  maglftrate,  and  affefted  to  {hew  that  he  was  not  ig- 
norant of  the  manners  of  civilifed  nations  ^     But  the  whole  territory 

*  He  pafTed,  fliys  Eunapins  (in  Vit.  Phi-     Zofimus,  who  wiftied  to  foften  the  calamities 
lofoph.    p.   93.    edit.    Commelin,     1596  ),     of  Athens, 
through  the  ftreights,  Jia  ti^»  iiri?.u»  (of  Ther-    Nee  fera  Ceci-Opias  traxiflent  vincula  matres. 

f'     '       i'      '  5         '       >  Synefius  (Epift.  clvi.    p.  272.  edit.  Petav.) 

xjoTS  «7£^8  ri'-xw.  obferves,  that  Athens,    whofe   fufFerings  he 

*  In  obedience  to  Jerom,  and  Claudian  imputes  to  the  proconful's  avarice,  was  at 
{in  Rufin.  1.  ii.  191.),  I  have  mixed  fome  that  time  lefs  famous  for  her  fchools  of  philo- 
darker  colours  in  the  mild  reprefentation  of  fophy  than  for  her  trade  of  honey. 

Vol.  Ill,  T  of 
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CHAP,    of  Attica,  from  the  promontory  of  Sunium  to  the  town  of  Mcgara; 

' u '    was  blafted  by  his  baleful  prefence ;  and,  if  we  may  ufe  the  compari- 

fon  of  a  contemporary  philofopher,  Athens  itfelf  refembled  the  bleed- 
ing and  empty  fkin  of  a  flaughtered  vidtim.  The  diftancc  between 
Megara  and  Corinth  could  not  much  exceed  thirty  miles  ;  but  the 
bad  roady  an  expreflive  name,  which  it  ftill  bears  among  the  Greeks, 
was,  or  might  eafily  have  been  made,  impaflable  for  tlie  march  of 
an  enemy.  The  thick  and  gloomy  woods  of  Mount  Cithxron  co- 
vered the  inland  country ;  the  Scironian  rocks  approached  the  water's 
edge,  and  hung  over  the  narrow  and  winding  path,  which  was  con- 
fined above  fix  miles  along  the  fea-fhore*.  The  paflage  of  thofe 
rocks,  fo  infamous  in  every  age,  was  terminated  by  the  ifthmus  of 
Corinth  ;  and  a  fmall  body  of  firm  and  intrepid  foldiers  might  have 
fuccefsfully  defended  a  temporary  intrenchment  of  five  or  fix  miles* 
from  the  Ionian  to  the  jEgean  fea.  The  confidence  of  the  cities  of 
Peloponnefus,  in  their  natural  rampart,  had  tempted  them  to  negled: 
the  care  of  their  antique  walls  ;  and  the  avarice  of  the  Roman  gover- 
nors had  exhaufled  and  betrayed  the  unhappy  province  '°.  Corinth, 
Argos,  Sparta,  yielded  vv^ithout  refiftance  to  the  arms  of  the  Goths  ; 
and  the  moft  fortunate  of  the  inhabitants  were  faved,  by  death,  from 
beholding  the  flavery  of  their  families,  and  the  conflagration  of  their 
cities  ".  The  vafes  and  ftatues  were  diftributed  among  the  Barba- 
rians, with  more  regard  to  the  value  of  the  materials,  than  to  the 

'  Vallata  mari  Scironia  rupes,  forcibly,  delineates  the  fcene  of  rapine  and 

Et  duo  continuo  conneftens  a;quora  muro  deftrufticn. 

-    IflhmOS "  Tfi^ /ii,2X3!^f;  Aaraoi  xai  T-T^f/^ti^,  &c.   Tliele 

Claudian  de  Bell.  Getico,  188.  generous  lines  of  Homer  (Odyff.  1.  v.  ^06.) 

The  Scironian  rocks  are  defcribed  by  Paufa-  were  trnnfcribed  by  one  of  the  captive  vouths 

nias  (1.  i.  c.  44.  p.   107.  edit.  Kahn)   and  of  Corinth:  and  the  tears  of  Mummlus  may 

our  modern  travellers,    Wheeler   (p.  436.)  prove  that  the  rude  conqueror,    thoug^h  he 

and  Chandler    (p.  298.).      Hadrian  made  was  ignorant  of  the  value  of  an  original  pic- 

the  road  paflable  for  two  carriages.  ture,  poffe/Ted  the  purert  fource  of  good  tafte, 

'°  Claudian  (in  Rufin.  1.  ii.   186.  and  de  a   benevolent  heart     (Plutarch,    Sympofiac. 

Belle  Getico,    611,   &c.)    vaguely,  though  1.  ix.  torn.  ii.  p.  737.  edit.  Wechel.). 

elegance 
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elegance  of  the  workmanfliip  ;  the  female  captives  fubmittcd  to  the  ^  IJ^  ^' 
laws  of  war ;  the  enjoyment  of  beauty  was  the  reward  of  valour;  and  - — -^- — » 
the  Greeks  could  not  reafonaoly  complain  of  an  abufe,  which  was 
juflified  by  the  example  of  the  heroic  times '\  The  defcerulants  of 
that  extraordinary  people,  who  had  confidered  valour  and  difcipline 
as  the  walls  of  Sparta,  no  longer  remembered  the  generous  reply  of 
their  anceftors  to  an  invader  more  formidable  than  Alaric.  "  If  thou 
*'  art  a  god,  thou  wilt  not  hurt  thofe  who  have  never  injured  thee ; 
"  if  thou  art  a  man,'  advance: — and  thou  wilt  find  men  equal  to 
*'  thyfelf'^"  From  Thermopyl32  to  Sparta,  the  leader  of  the  Goths 
purfued  his  vidtorious  march  without  encountering  any  mortal  anta- 
gonifts :  but  one  of  the  advocates  of  expiring  Paganifm  has  confi- 
dently aiTerted,  that  the  walls  of  Athens  were  guarded  by  the  goddefs 
Minerva,  with  her  formidable  iEgis,  and  by  the  angry  phantom  of 
Achilles'^;  and  that  the  conqueror  was  difmayed  by  the  prefence  of 
the  hoftile  deities  of  Greece.  In  an  age  of  miracles,  it  would  per- 
haps be  unjuft  to  difpute  th€  claim  of  the  hiftorian  Zofimus  to  the 
common  benefit;  yet  It  cannot  be  dilTembled,  that  the  mind  of 
Alaric  was  ill  prepared  to  receive,  either  in  fleeping  or  waking  vifions, 
the  impreflions  of  Greek  fuperftition.  The  fongs  of  Homer,  and 
the  fame  of  Achilles,  had  probably  never  reached  the  ear  of  the  illi- 
terate Barbariafi;  and  the  Chriftian  faith,  which  he  had  devoutly 
embraced,  taught  him  to  defpife  the  imaginary  deities  of  Rome  and 
Athens.  The  invafion  of  the  Goths,  inftead  of  vindicating  the  ho- 
nour, conti'ibuted,  at  leaft  accidentally,  to  extirpate  the  laft  remains' 

'*  Homer  perpetually  defcribes  the  exem-  Laconic  dialed.  Pyrrhus  attacked  Sparta  with 

plary  patience  of  thefe  female  captives,  who  25,000  foot,  2200  horfe,  and  24  elephants  : 

gave  their  charms,  and  even  their  hearts,   to  and  the  defence  of  that  open  town  is  a  fine 

the  murderers  of  their  fathers,  brothers,  S;c.  comment  on   the  laws  ofLycurgus,  even  in 

Such  a  paffion   (of  Rriphile   for  Achilles)  is  the  laft  ftage  of  decay. 
touched  with  admirable  delicacy  by  Racine.  '*  Such,   perhaps,  as  Homer    (Iliad,  xx. 

''  Plutarch  (in  Pyrrho,  torn.  ii.  p.  471.  164.)  has  fo  nobly  painted  him. 
.edit.  Brian)  gives  the  genuine  anfwer  in  the 

T  2  cf 
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CHAP,    of  Paganifm;    and    the  myfteries  of  Ceres,    which    had  fubfifted 
i_     .--  ■■    eighteen  hundred  years,  did  not  furvive  the  dcftrudion  of  Eleufis, 

and  the  calamities  of  Greece  ". 
He  is  attack-  The  laft  hope  of  a  people  who  could  no  longer  depend  on  their 
cho^^"^''  arms,  their  gods,  or  their  fovereign,  was  placed  in  the  powerful 
A-  ^'  191'  afTiftance  of  the  general  of  the  Weft ;  and  Stilicho,  who  had  not  been 
permitted  to  repulfe,  advanced  to  chaftife,  the  invaders  of  Greece  '*. 
A  numerous  fleet  was  equipped  in  the  ports  of  Italy;  and  the  troops, 
after  a  fhort  and  profperous  navigation  over  the  Ionian  fea,  were 
fafely  difembarked  on  the  ifthmus,  near  the  ruins  of  Corinth.  The 
woody  and  mountainous  country  of  Arcadia,  the  fabulous  refidence 
of  Pan  and  the  Dryads,  became  tfie  fcene  of  a  long  and  doubtful 
conflict  between  two  generals  not  unworthy  of  each  other.  The 
fkill  and  perfeverance  of  the  Roman  at  length  prevailed:  and  the 
Goths,  after  fuftaining  a  confiderable  lofs  from  difeafe  and  d^fertion, 
gradually  retreated  to  the  lofty  mountain  of  Pholoe,  near  the  fources 
ofthePeneus,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Elis;  a  facred  countiy,  which 
had  formerly  been  exempted  from  the  calamities  of  war  '^  TJie  camp  ■ 
of  the  Barbarians  was  immediately  befieged  :  the  waters  of  the  ri- 
ver '*  were  diverted  into  another  channel ;,  and  while  they  laboured ' 

under 

''  Eunapius  (in  Vit.  Philofoph.  p.  90 —  their  privilege,  and  they  fuffered.     Polybius- 

93.)  intimates,  that  a  troop  uf  Monks   be-  advifes  tliem  to  retire  once  more  within  their- 

trayed   Greece,    and   followed    the    Gothic  magic  circle.     See  a  learned  and  judicious 

camp.  difcourfe  on  the  Olympic  games,  which  Mr. 

'*  For  Stilicho's  Greek  war,  compare  the  Weft  has  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of  Pin- 

honeft  narrative  of  Zofimus   (1.  v.  p.   295,  dar. 

296.),  with  the  curious  circumftantial  flattery         "*  Claudian   (in  iv  Conf.  Hon.  480.)  al- 

of  Claudian    (i   Conf.   Stilich.    1.  i.   172 —  ludes  to  the  faci,  without  naming  the  river : 

186.    iv  Conf.  Hon.  459—487.).     As  the  perhaps   the  Alpheus    (i    Conf.    Stil.    1.  i. 

'    event  was  not  glorious,  it  is  artfully  thrown  185.), 

into  the  ihade.  Et  Alpheus  Getlcis  anguftus  acervis 

n  The  uocps  who  marched  through  Ehs  ^^^^j^^  ^^  giculos  etiamnum  pergit  amores. 
delivered  up  their  arms.     1  his  fscurity  en- 
riched the  Eleans,  who  were  lovers  of  a  rural  Yet  I  Ihoiild   prefer  the  Peneus,  a  lliallow 
ijfe.      Riches  begat  pride;    they  difdained  iUeam  in  a  v/ide  and  deep  bed,  which  runs" 

through 
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under  the  intolerable  prefTure  of  thirft  and  hunger,  a  flrong  line  of    CHAP, 
circumvallation  was  formed  to  prevent  their  efcape.     After  thefe  pre-    ^    --.-./ 
cautions,  Stilicho,  too  confident  of  victory,  retired  to  enjoy  his  tri- 
umph, in  the  theatrical  games,  and  lafcivious  dances,  of  the  Greeks; 
his  foldiers,  deferting  their  ftandards,  fpread  themfelves  over  the  coun- 
try of  their  allies,  which  they  ftripped  of  all  that  had  been  faved  from 
the  rapacious  hands  of  the  enemy.  Alaric  appears  to  have  feized  the  fa-  ■ 
vourable  moment  to  execute  one  of  thofe  hardy  enterprifes,  in  which 
the  abilities  of  a  general  are  difplayed  with  more  genuine  luflre,  than 
in  the  tumult  of  a  day  of  battle.      To  extricate  himfelf  from  the 
prifon  of  Peloponnefus,  it  was  necefll\ry  that  he  fliould  pierce  the 
intrenchments  which  furrounded  his  camp ;  that  he  fliould  perform 
a  difficult  and  dangerous  march  of  thirty  miles,  as  far  as  the  Gulf  of 
Corinth ;  and  that  he  fliould  tranfport  his  troops,  his  captives,  and 
his  fpoil,  over  an   arm  of  the  fea,  which,    in  the  narrow  interval   efcapes  to 
between  Rhium  and  the  oppofite   fliore,     is  at   lead  half  a  mile    'P*''""" 
in  breadth  "'.       The  operations    of  Alaric  muft   have   been  fecret, 
prudent,    and   rapid ;     fince   the     Roman  general   was   confounded 
by  the  intelligence,   that   the  Goths,    who   had   eluded   his   efforts, 
were  in  full  pofleffion  of  the  important  province  of  Epirus.      This 
unfortunate   delay   allowed    Alaric    fufTicient   time   to   conclude  the 
treaty,  which  he  fecretly  negociated,  with  the  niinifters  of  Conflan- 
tinople.     The  apprehenfion  of  a  civil  war  compelled  Stilicho  to  re- 
tire, at  the  haughty  mandate  of  his  rivals,  from  the  dominions  of 
Arcadius ;  and  he  refpedled,  in  the  enemy  of  Rome,  the  honour-, 
able  character  of  the  ally  and  fervant  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft.. 

through  Elis,  and  falls   into  the  fea  below  ''    Strabo,    1.   viii,   p.   517.      Plin.   Hift. 

Cyllene.     It  had  been  joined  with  the  Al-  Natur.  iv.  3.     Wheeler,,  p.  308.     Chandler, 

pheus,  to  cleanfe  the  Augean  liable   (Celh-  p.    275.       They   meafiired,    Yrom    differer^t 

lius,  torn.  i.  p.  760.     Chandler's  'I  ravels,  pointSj  the  diftance  between  the  two  lands., 
p.  286..). 

I  A  Grecian 
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CHAP.  A  Grecian  philofopher  ",  who  vifited  Coiiftantinople  foon  after  the 

« ^,-L^  death  of  Theodofius,  publiflied  his  hberal  opinions  concerning  the 

flircd  ma-^'  dutics  of  kings,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Roman  republic.      Syncfius  ob- 

ofthlEaTe'rn  le^ves,  and    deplores   the  fatal   abufe,  which  the  imprudent  bounty 

Illyricum,      ^f  ^\-^q  i^te  emperor  had  introduced  into  the  military  fervice.     The 
A.  D.  398,  ^  •        r  X,     ■     vr 

citizens,  and  fubjefts,  had  purchafed  an  exemption  trom  the  mdil- 

penfable. duty  of  defending  their  country;  which  v^as  fupported  by 
the  arms  of  Barbarian  mercenaries.     The  fugitives  of  Scythia  were 
permitted  to  difgrace  the  illuftrious  dignities  of  the   empire  ;   their 
ferocious  youth,  who  difdained  the  falutary  reilraint  of  laws,  were 
more  anxious  to  acquire  the  riches,  than  to  imitate  the  arts,  of  a 
people,  the  object  of  their  contempt  and  hatred ;  and  the  power  of 
the   Goths  was   the  ftone  of  Tantalus,   perpetually  fufpended   over 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  devoted  ftate.     The  meafures,    which 
Synefius  recommends,  are  the  dictates  of  a  bold  and  generous  pa- 
triot.    He  exhorts  the  emperor  to  revive  the  courage  of  his  fubjedts, 
by  the  example  of  manly  virtue ;  to  banifh  luxury  from  the  court, 
and  from  the  camp  ;  to  fubftitute,  in  the  place  of  the  Barbarian  mer- 
cenaries, an  army  of  men,  interefted  in  the  defence  of  their  laws  and 
of  their  property ;  to  force,  in  fuch  a  moment  of  public  danger,  the 
mechanic  from  his  fhop,  and  the  philofopher  from  his  fchool ;  to 
roufe  the  indolent  citizen   from  his  dream  of  pleafure,  and  to  arm, 
for  the  proteilion  of  agriculture,  the  hands  of  the  laborious  hufband- 
man.     At  the  head  of  fuch  troops,  who  might  deferve  the  name, 
and  would  difplay  the   fpirit,   of  Romans,  he  animates  the  fon  of 
Theodofms  to  encounter  a  race  of  Barbarians,  who  were  deftitute  of 
any  real  courage;  and   never  to  lay  down   his    arms,    till  he  had 

"  Synefius  pafled  three  years  (A.  D.  397  de    Regno     (p.    1  —  32.    pdit.   Petav.    Paris 

—  400.)   at  Cor.ftantinople,  as   deputy  from  1612. )•     The  philofopher  was  made  bifhop 

Cyrene   to  the  emperor  Arcadius.     He  pre-  of  Ptolemais,    A.   D.   410,  and  died   about 

fented  him  with  a  crown  of  gold,  and  pro-  430.    See  Tillcmont,  Mem.  Ecdef.  torn.  xii. 

iio.unced  before  him  the  inflruflive  oration  p- 499-  554.  683  —  685. 

chaced 
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cliaced  them  far  av/ay  into  the  foUtudes  of  Scythia;  or  had  reduced    ^  ^^  -^^  ^' 

XXX. 
them  to  the  Hate  of  ignominious  fervitude,  which  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians formerly  impofcd  on  the  captive  Helots'".  The  court  of  Ar- 
cadius  indulged  the  zeal,  applauded  the  eloquence,  and  negle6:ed 
the  advice,  of  Syncfius.  Perhaps  the  philofopher,  who  addrefTes  the 
emperor  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  language  of  reafon  and  virtue,  which  he 
might  have  ufed  to  a  Spartan  king,  had  not  condefcended  to  form  a 
practicable  fcheme,  confiftent  with  the  temper,  and  circumftances, 
of  a  degenerate  age.  Perhaps  the  pride  of  the  minifters,  whofe  bu- 
finefs  wasfeldom  interrupted  byrefledion,  might  reject,  as  wild  and 
vifionary,  every  propofal,  which  exceeded  the  meafure  of  their  capa- 
.city,  and  deviated  from  the  forms  and  precedents  of  office.  While 
the  oration  of  Synefius,  and  the  downfal  of  the  Barbarians,  were  the 
topics  of  popular  converfation,  an  edi£t  was  publifhed  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  which  declared  the  promotion  of  Alaric  to  the  rank  of  mafter- 
general  of  the  Eaftern  Illyricum.  The  Roman  provincials,  and  the 
allies,  who  had  refpedled  the  faith  of  treaties,  were  juftly  indignant, 
that  the  ruin  of  Greece  and  Epirus  fhould  be  fo  liberally  rev/arded. 
The  Gothic  conqueror  was  received  as  a  lawful  magiftrate,  in  the 
cities  which  he  had  fo  lately  befieged.  The  fathers,  whole  fons  he 
had  maffacred,  the  hufbands,  whofe  wives  he  had  violated,  were 
fubjedt  to  his  authority :  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  rebellion  encouraged 
the  ambition  of  every  leader  of  the  foreign  mercenaries.  The  ufe 
to  which  Alaric  applied  his  new  command,  diftinguiflies  the  firm 
and  judicious  charadter  of  his  policy.  He  ifiued  his  orders  to  the 
four  magazines  and  manufaftures  of  ofienfive  and  defenfive  arms, 
Margus,  Ratiaria,  Naiflus,  and  ThefTalonica,  to  provide  his  troops 
with  an  extraordinary  fupply  of  Ihields,  helmets,  fwords,  and  fpears ; 
the  unhappy  provincials  were  compelled  to  forge  the  inftruments  of 
their  own  deftrudion  ;  and  the  Barbarians  removed  the  only  defed . 

"  Synefius  de  Regno,  p.  21—26. 

2.  which:. 
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C  HA  P.    which  had  fomethncs  difappointed  the  efforts  of  their  courage ". 
« — ~v-— ;    The  birth  of  Alaric,  the  glory  of  his  pafi;  exploits,  and  the  confidence 
in  his  future  deligns,  infenfibly  united  the  body  of  the  nation  under 
his  vidorious  flandard ;  and,  with  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  Bar- 
barian chieftains,  the  mafler-general  of  Illyricum  was  elevated,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  cuftom,   on  a  fliield,  and   folemnly  proclaimed 
and  king  of    king  of  tlie  Vifigoths  ".     Armed  with  this  double  power,  feated  on 
^''  "^      '  the  verge  of  the  two  empires,  he  alternately  fold  his  deceitful  pro- 
mifes  to  the  courts  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  ** ;  till  he  declared  and 
executed  his  refolution  of  invading  the  dominions  of  the  Weft.     The 
provinces  of  Europe  which  belonged  to  the  Eaftern  emperor,  were 
already  exhaufted  ;  tbofe  of  Afia  were  inacceffible ;  and  the  ftrength 
of  Conftantinople  had  refifted  his  attack.     But  he  was  tempted  by  the 
fame,  the  beauty,  the  wealth  of  Italy,  which  he  had  twice  vifited; 
and  he  fecretly  afpired  to  plant  the  Gothic  ftandard  on  the  walls  of 
Rome,  and  to  enrich  his  army  with  the  accumjjlated  fpoils  of  tliree 
hundred  triumphs  ^'. 
He  Invades  The  fcarcity  of  fafts  ",  and  the  uncertainty  of  dates  *',  oppofe  our 

A.  D.  400—  attempts  to  defcribe  the  circumftances  of  the  firft  invafion  of  Italy 
^°^-  by 

■^*           ■ qui  fcedera  rumpit  -'  Alpibus  Italiee  ruptis  penetrabis  ad  C/r- 

.Ditatur  :  qui  fervat,  eget :  vaftator  Achivae  ifi. 

Gentis,  et  Epirum  nuper  populatus  inultam  This  authentic  prediftion  was  announced  by 

Prsfidet  Illyrico  :  jam,  quos  obfedit,  amicos  Alaric,    or  at   leaft  by  Claudian    (de  Bell. 

Ingreditur  muros  ;  illis  refponfa  daturus  Getico,  547.),  feven  years  before  the  event. 

Quorum conjugibuspotitur.natofqueperemit.  But  as  it  was  not  accompliHied  v.ithin  the 

Claudian  in  Eutrop.  1.  ii.  212.     Alaric  ap-  term  which  has  been  raihiy  fixed,  the  inter- 

plauds  his  own  policy  (de  Bell.  Getic.  533  preters  efcaped  thro' an  ambiguous  meaning. 

—  543.),  in  the  ufe  which  he  had  made  of  "  Our  beft  materials  are  p;-©   verfes  of 

thislllyrianjurifdiaion.  Claudian,  in  the  poem  on  the  Getic  War, 

"3  Jornandes,  c.   29.  p.   651.     The  Go-  and  the  beginning  of  that  which  celebrates 

thic  hillorian  adds,  with  unufuai  fpirit,   Cum  the  fixth  confulfnip  of  Honorius.     Zofimus 

fuis  deliberans  fuafit  fuo  lahore  quirere  reg-  is  totally  fi'cnt  ;  and  we  are  reduced  to  fuch 

na,  quam  alienisperotium  fubjacere.  fcraps,    or  rather  crumbs,  as  we    can   pick 

""^  Difcors  odiifque  anceps  civilibus  from  Orofius  and  the  Chronicles. 

Orbis  ^'  Notwithftanding  the  grofs  errors  of  Jor- 

Non  fua  vis  tutata  diu,  dum  fcedera  fallax  nandes,  who  confounds  the  Italian  wars  of 

Ludit,  et  alternre  perjuria  venditat  aula:.  Alaric  (c.  29.),  his  date  of  the  confullhip 

Claudian  de  Bell.  Get.  565..  of 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  145 

by  the  arms  of  Alaric.  His  marcli,  perhaps  from  ThefTalonica,  ^  f?  A  ''• 
through  the  warlike  and  hoftile  country  of  Pannonia,  as  far  as  the 
foot  of  the  Julian  Alps  ;  his  pafTage  of  thofe  mountains,  which  were 
ftrongly  guarded  by  troops  and  intrenchments  ;  the  fiege  of  Aquileia, 
and  the  conqueft  of  the  provinces  of  Iftria  and  Venetia,  appear  to 
have  employed  a  confiderable  time,  Unlefs  his  operations  were  ex- 
tremely cautious  and  flow,  the  length  of  the  interval  would  fuggeft  a 
probable  fufpicion,  that  the  Gothic  king  retreated  towards  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  ;  and  reinforced  his  army  with  frefh  fwarms  of  Bar- 
barians, before  he  again  attempted  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Italy. 
Since  the  public  and  important  events  efcape  the  diligence  of  the 
hiftorian,  he  may  amufe  himfelf  with  contemplating,  for  a  moment, 
the  influence  of  the  arms  of  Alaric  on  the  fortunes  of  two  obfcure  in- 
dividuals, a  prefbyter  of  Aquileia,  and  an  huflDandman  of  Verona. 
The  learned  Rufinus,  who  was  fummoned  by  his  enemies  to  appear 
before  a  Roman  fynod^\  wifely  preferred  the  dangers  of  a  befieged 
city ;  and  the  Barbarians,  who  furioufly  Ihook  the  walls  of  Aquileia, 
might  favc  him  from  the  cruel  fentence  of  another  heretic,  who,  at  the 
requefl;  of  the  fame  bifhcps,  was  feverely  whipped,  and  condemned  to 
perpetual  exile  on  a  defert  ifland  ^'.    The  oldvian  '°,  who  had  pafl'ed  his 

of  Stilicho  and  Aurelian  (A.  D.  400.)  is  firm  *'  Jovinir.n,    the  enemy  of  falls   and  of 

and  refpeftable.     It  is   certain,  from  Clau-  celibacy,  who  was  perfecuted,  and  infulted 

dian  (Tillemont  Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  by  the   furious  Jerom    (Jortin's    Remarks, 

804.),  tliat  the  battle  of  Pollentia  was  fought  vol.  iv.  p.  104,  &c.).    See  the  original  edift 

A.  D.  403  ;    but  we   cannot  eafily  fill  the  of  banifliment  in   the  Theodcfian  Code,  1. 

interval.  xvi.  tit.  v,  leg.  43. 

^^  Tantum  Romana;  urbis  judicium  fugis,  ^°  This  epigram   (de  Sene  Veroncnfi  qui 

lit  magis  obfidionem   barbaricam,  quam  />a-  fub"rbium   nufquam   cgreffus  eft),  is  one  of 

tnt^  urbis  judicium  velis    fuftinere.     Jerom.  ^^^  earlieft  and  moft  pleafing  compofitions  of 

tom.  ii.  p.  239.     Rufinus  underftood  his  own  Claudian.     Cowley's  imitation  (Hurd's  edi- 

danger:    the  peaceful  city  was   inflamed   by  "°"'  '^o'-  "'  P-  ^I'O   ^^^  fome  natural  and 

the  beldam  Marcella,  and  the  reft  of  Jerom's  ^^PP^  ^^'°^^^'  '•  t'"'  '"^  "=  much  inferior  to  the 

favlion.  original  portrait,  which  is   evidently  drawn 

from  the  life. 

Vol.  III.  U  fimple 
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fimple  and  innocent  life  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona,  was  a  fti-anger 
to  the  quarrels  both  of  kings  and  of  billiops  ;  bis  pleafures,  his  defircs, 
his  knowledge,  were  confined  within  the  little  circle  of  his  paternal 
farm ;  and  a  ftafF  fupported  his  aged  fteps,  on  the  fame  ground  where 
he  had  fported  in  his  infancy.  Yet  even  this  humble  and  ruftic  felicity 
(which  Claudian  defcribes  with  fo  much  truth  and  feeling),  was  ftill 
cxpofed  to  the  undiftinguifhing  rage  of  war.  His  trees,  his  qld  con- 
temporary trees  ^',  muft  blaze  in  the  conflagration  of  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  a  detachment  of  Gothic  cavalry  might  fweep  away  his  cottage 
and  his  family  ;  and  the  power  of  Alaric  could  dcftroy  this  happinefs, 
which  he  was  not  able,  either  to  tafte,  or  to  befiow.  "  Fame,"  fays  the 
poet,  "  encircling  with  terror  her  gloomy  wings,  proclaimed  the  march 
"  of  the  Barbarian  army,  and  filled  Italy  with  conflernation  :"  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  each  individual  were  increafed  in  juft  proportion  to 
the  meafure  of  his  fortune :  and  the  moft  timid,  who  had  already 
embarked  their  valuable  effeds,  meditated  their  efcape  to  the  ifland 
of  Sicily,  or  the  African  coaft.  The  public  diflrefs  vyas  aggravated 
by  the  fears  and  reproaches  of  fuperftition  ^\  Every  hour  produced 
fome  horrid  tale  of  ftrange  and  portentous  accidents  :  the  Pagans  de- 
plored the  negledl  of  omens,  and  the  interruption  of  facrifices  ;  but 
the  Chriftians  ftill  derived  fome  comfort  from  the  powerful  intercelfioo- 
of  the  faints  and  martvrs  ". 


5'  Ingentem    meminit    parvo    qui    germine         '*  Claudian  de  Bell.  Get.  199 — 266.    He 

quercum  may  feem  prolix  :   but  fear  and  fuperftition 

iEqusvumque  videt  confenuifle  nemus.  occupied  as  large  a  fpace  in  the  minds  of  ths 

A  neighbouring;  wood  born  with  himfelf         -,   r. '         ■,  ,-  ^  t,     ,•  ... 

\     r  From  the  paiiages  of  Paulinus,  whicli 

,    J,         L-'   ij        .  Baronius  has  produced  (Annal.   Ecclef.  A.. 

And  loves  his  old  contemporary  trees.  t%  xto       n     ■     •  -^  „       , 

D.  403,    N°5i.),    It  IS  manifeft,    that  the 

In  this  pafiage,   Cowley  is  perhaps  fuperior  general  alarm  had  pervaded  all  Italy,  as  far 

to  his  original  j  and  the  Englidi  poet,  who  as  Nola  in  Campania,   where  that   famoM 

was  a  good  botanift,  has  concealed  the  »aks,  penitent  had  fixed  his  abode. 

under  a  more  general  expreffion. 

The 
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The  emperor  Honor! us  was  diftingiiifhed,  above  his  fubjeds,  by    ^  ^^  /^  ^'- 

the  pre-eminence  of  fear,    as  well   as    of   rank.     The   pride   and    " — » 

I'axury  in  which  he  was  educated,  had  not  allowed  him  to  fufpedl,  fiies  fruni 
that  there  exifled  on  the  earth  any  power  prefumptuous  enough  to  a^D.\ou 
invade  the  repofe  of  the  fucceiror  of  Auguftus.  The  arts  of  flattery 
concealed  the  impending  danger,  till  Alaric  approached  the  palace 
of  Milan,  But  when  the  found  of  war  had  awakened  the  young 
emperor,  inflead  of  flying  to  arms  with  the  fpirit,  or  even  the  raih- 
nefs,  of  his  age,  he  eagerly  liftened  to  thofe  timid  counfellors,  who 
propofed  to  convey  his  facred  perfon,  and  his  faithful  attendants,  to 
fome  fecure  and  diflant  ftation  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul.  Stilicho 
alone  '■*  had  courage  and  authority  to  refifl:  this  diigraceful  meafure, 
which  would  have  abandoned  Rome  and  Italy  to  the  Barbarians  ; 
but  as  the  troops  of  the  palace  had  been  lately  detached  to  the 
RhKtian  frontier,  and  as  the  refource  of  new  levies  was  flow  and 
precarious,  the  general  of  the  Weft  could  only  promife,  that,  if  the 
court  of  Milan  would  maintain  their  ground  during  his  abfence,  he 
would  foon  return  with  an  army  equal  to  the  encounter  of  the 
Gothic  king.  Without  lofmg  a  moment  (while  each  moment  was 
fo  important  to  the  public  fafety)  Stilicho  haftily  embarked  on  the 
Larian  lake,  afcended  the  mountains  of  ice  and  fnow,  amidfl:  the 
feverity  of  an  Alpine  winter,  and  fuddenly  reprefied,  by  his  un- 
expe<3;ed  prefence,  the  enemy,  who  had  difturbed  the  tranquility  of 
RhsEtia  ".  The  Barbarians,  perhaps  fome  tribes  of  the  Alemanni, 
refpetSted  the  firmnefs  of  a  chief,  who  ftill  aflximed  the  language  of 
command  ;  and  the  choice  which  he  condefcended  to  make,  of  a 
feled  number  of  their  braveft  youth,  was  confidered   as  a  mark  of 

3*  Solus  erat  Stilicho,   &c.  is  the  exclu-     cant    muft  Honorius   have   appeared  in  his 

five  commendation  which  Claudian  bellows  *'^"  court  . 

yj    -D  11    r^  .      /;    \       -.1,     .        J  r       r  ^'  The  face  of  the  countrv,  and  the  har- 

-<deBell,  Uet.  267.),  without  condefcendin?  ,.     ^      ^  „  ...  ,  ^     ,      .  r   -l   j   /j 

^  ,       '  ,,.,.,*  dinefs  of  Stilicho,  are  finely  defcnbed  (dc 

to    except    the    emperor.      How    inf.gnifi-  g^jj    ^^^  340-363.). 

U  2  liis 
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CHAP,   his  efteem  and  favour.     The  cohorts,  who  were  delivered  from  the 

XXX. 
' , '  neighbouring  foe,  diligently  repaired  to  the  Lnperial  ftandard  ;  and 

Stilicho  iflued  his  orders  to  the  moll  remote  troops  of  the  Weft,  to 
advance,  by  rapid  marches,  to  the  defence  of  Honorius  and  of  Italy. 
The  fortrefles  of  the  Rhine  were  abandoned  ;  and  the  fafety  of  Gaul 
was  protefted  only  by  the  faith  of  the  Germans,  and  the  ancient 
terror  of  the  Roman  name.  Even  the  legion,  which  had  been  fta- 
tioned  to  guai'd  the  wall  of  Britain  againft  the  Caledonians  of  ther 
North,  was  haftily  recalled  ^* ;  and  a  numerous  body  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  Alani  was  perfuaded  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  emperor, 
who  anxioufly  expedted  the  return  of  his  general.  The  prudence 
and  vigour  of  Stilicho  were  confpicuous  on  this  occafion,  which 
revealed,  at  the  fame  time,  the  weaknefs  of  the  falling  empire. 
The  legions  of  Rome,  which  had  long  fince  languifhed  in  the 
gradual  decay  of  difcipline  and  courage,  were  exterminated  by  the- 
Gothic  and  civil  wars  ;  and  it  was  found  impoflible,  without  ex- 
haufting  and  expofmg  the  .provinces,  to  affemble  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  Italy. 
Heispurfiied  When  Stilicho  feemed  to  abandon  his  foverelgn  in  the  unguarded 
by  the  Goths,  palace  of  Milan,  he  had  probably  calculated  the  term  of  his  abfence, 
the  diftance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  obftacles  that  might  retard  their 
march.  He  principally  depended  on  the  rivers  of  Italy,  the  Adige,. 
the  Mincius,  the  Oglio,  and  the  Addua ;  which,  in  the  winter  or 
fpring,  by  the  fall  of  rains,  or  by  the  melting  of  the  fnows,  are 
commonly  fwelled  into  broad  and  impetuous  torrents".     But  the 

feafon 

^^  Venit  et  extremis  Icgio  prstenta  Bri-  willing  to  allow  for  the  duration  of  the  Go- 

tannis  thic  war. 

QwB  Scoto  dat  frena  truci.  ^'  Every  traveller  muft  recolleft  the  face 

,    .                                                              De  Bell.  Get.  4.16.  of  Lombardy    (fee   Fontencll;,    torn.  v.  p. 

Yet  the  moil  rapid  march  from  Edinburgh,  279.),  which  is  often  tormented  by  the  ca- 

or  Newc/.fde,  to  Milan,  muft  have  required  a  pricious  r.nd  irregular  abundance  of  v.'at^rs. 

longer  fpace  of  time  than  Claudian  feems  The  AufhianSj  before  Genoa,  were  encamped. 


m. 
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feafon  happened  to  be  remarkably  dry ;  and  the  Goths  could  tra-    C  H  A  p. 

verfe,  without  impediment,  the  wide  and  ftony  beds,  whole  centre 

was  faintly  marked  by  the  courfe  of  a  fhallow  ftream.     The  bridge 

and  paflage  of  the  Addua  were  fecured  by  a  ftrong  detachment  of 

the  Gothic  army  ;  and  as  Alaric  approached  the  walls,  or  rather  the 

fuburbs,  of  Milan,  he  enjoyed  the  proud  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  the 

emperor  of  the  Romans  fly  before  him.     Honorius,  accompanied  by 

a  feeble  train  of  flatefmen  and   eunuchs,  haftily  retreated  towards ' 

the  Alps,  with  a  defign  of  fecuring  his  perfon  in  the  city  of  Aries 

which  had  often  been  the  royal  refidence  of  his  predeceflbrs.     But 

Honorius  ^°  had  fcarcely  palTed  the  Po,  before  he  was  overtaken  by 

the  fpeed  of  the  Gotliic  cavalry  '' ;   fmce  the  urgency  of  the  danger ' 

compelled  him  to  feek  a  temporary  flielter  within   the  fortification  of 

Afta,  a  town  of  Liguria  or  Picmont,    fituate   on  the  banks  of  the ' 

Tanarus  "^      The  fiege  of  an  obfcure  place,   which  contained  fo  rich  ' 

a  p?ize,  and  feemed  incapable  of  a  long  refiftance,   was   inftantly 

formed,  and  indefatigably  prefTed,  by  the  king  of  the  Goths  ;  and  the 

bold  declaration,  which  the  emperor  might  afterwards   make,   that 

his  bread  had  never  been  fufceptible  of  fear,  did  not  probably  obtain 

much  credit,  even  in  his  own  court*'.     In  the  laft,  and  almoft  hope- 

lefs  extremity,  after  the  Barbarians  had  already  propofed  the  indig- 

in  the   dry   bed   of  the   Polcevera.     "  Ne  ^9  One  of  the  roads  niBy  be  traced  in  the 

"  farebbe"    (fiys   Muratoril    *'  mai   pa.Tato  Itineraries  (p.  9S.  288.  294.  with  Weffeling's 

"  per    mente    a   que  buoni    Alemanni,  che  notes).     Afta   lay  fome  miles  on  the  right- 

"  quel   picclolo    torrente    potelTe,    per    co(i  hand. 

"  dire  in  un  inflante  cangiarfi  in   un  terri-  *°  Afta,  or  Afti,   a  Roman  colony,  is  now 

"  bil  gigante."  (Annal.   d'ltalia,   torn.  xvi.  the  capital  of  a  pleafant  county,  which,  in 

p.  443.   Milan,  1753,  8vo  edit.)  the  fixteenth  century,  devolved  to  the  Dukes 

^'  Claudian  does  not  clearly  anfwer  our  of  Savoy    (Leaudro    Alberti    Defcrizzione 

queftion.  Where  was  Honorius  himfelf  ?  Yet  d'ltalia,  p.  382.). 

the  flight  is  marked  by  the  purfuit ;  and  my  *'  Nee  me  timorimpulit  ullus.    He  might 

idea  of  the  Gothic  war    is  juftified  by  the  hold  this  proud  language  the  next  year  at: 

Italian  critics,    Sigonius   (torn.  i.    P.  ii.   p.  Rome,  five  hundred  miles  from  the  fcene  of; 

369.  de  Imp.  Occident.  1.  x.)  and  Muratori  danger  (vi  Conf,  Hon,  449.). 
(Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  iv.  p.  45.). 

nity 
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nity  of  a  capitulation,  the  Imperial  captive  was  fudtlenly  relieved 
by  the  fame,  the  approach,  and  at  length  the  prefence  of  the  hero, 
whom  he  had  fo  long  expected.  At  the  head  of  a  chofen  and  intrepid 
vanguard,  Stilicho  fwam  the  ftream  of  the  Addua,  to  gain  the  time 
which  he  muft  have  loft  in  the  attack  of  the  bridge ;  the  paffage 
of  the  Po  was  an  enterprife  of  much  lefs  hazard  and  difBculty  ;  and 
the  fuccefsful  adion,  in  which  he  cut  his  way  through  the  Gothic 
camp  under  the  walls  of  Afta,  revived  the  hopes,  and  vindicated  the 
lionour,  of  Rome.  Inftead  of  gralping  the  fruit  of  his  viclory, 
the  Barbarian  was  gradually  iuvefted,  on  every  fide,  by  the 
troops  of  the  Weft,  who  fucceffively  ifliied  through  all  the  pafles  of 
the  Alps ;  his  quarters  were  ftraightened  ;  his  convoys  were  inter- 
cepted ;  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Romans  prepared  to  form  a  chain 
of  fortiiications,  and  to  befiege  the  lines  of  the  befiegers.  A  military 
council  was  affembled  of  the  long-haired  chiefs  of  the  Gothic  nation; 
of  aged  warriors,  whofe  bodies  were  wrapped  in  furs,  and  whofe 
ilern  countenances  were  marked  with  honourable  v/ounds.  They 
weighed  the  glory  of  perfifting  in  their  attempt  againft  the  advan- 
tage of  fe.curing  their  plunder  ;  and  they  recommended  the  prudent 
meafure  of  a  £eafonable  retreat.  In  this  important  debate,  Alaric 
difplayed  the  fpirit  of  the  conqueror  of  Rome ;  and  after  he  had 
reminded  his  countrymen  of  their  atchievements  and  of  their  defigns, 
he  concluded  his  animating  fpeech,  by  the  folemn  and  pofitive  aflu- 
rance,  that  he  was  refolved  to  find  in  Italy,  either  a  kingdom,  or  a 


grave 


The  loofe  difcipline   of  the   Barbarians  always  expofed  them  to 
the  danger  of  a  furprife ;  but,  inftead  of  chufing  the  diflblute  hours 


*^  Hanc  ego  vel  viilor  regno,  vel  morte     the  Gothic  Neflor,  and  Achilles,  are  ftrong, 
tenebo  charafteriftic,  adapted  to  the  circumftances; 

Viftus,  humum and  poffibly  not  lefs  genuine  than  thofe  of 


The  fpeeches  (de  Bell.  Get,   479 — 549.)  of    Livy, 


of 
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of  riot  and  Intemperance,  Stilicho  refolved  to  attack  tlie   Chrijl'ijii    ^  ^^,  ^  ^- 

AAA- 

Goths  whilft  they  were  devoutly  employed  in  celebrating  the  feftival 
of  Eafter  *'.  The  execution  of  the  ftratagem,  or,  as  It  was  termed 
by  the  clergy,  of  the  facrilege,  was  entrufted  to  Saul,  a  Barbarian  and 
a  Pagan,  who  had  ferved,  however,  with  diflinguiihed  reputation 
among  the  veteran  generals  of  Theodofuis.  The  camp  of  the  Goths, 
which  Alaric  had  pitched  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pollentla**,  was 
thrown  into  confufion  by  the  fudden  and  impetuous  charge  of  the 
Imperial  cavalry  ;  but,  in  a  few  moments,  the  undaunted  genius  of 
their  leader  gave  them  an  order,  and  a  field,  of  battle  ;  and,  as  foon 
as  they  had  recovered  from  their  aftonifhment,  the  pious  confidence, 
that  the  God  of  the  Chriftians  would  aflert  their  caufe,  added  new 
ftrength  to  their  native  valour.  In  this  engagement,  which  was 
long  maintained  with  equal  courage  and  fuccefs,  the  chief  of  the 
Alani,  whofe  diminutive  and  favage  form  concealed  a  magnanimous 
foul,  approved  his  fufpeded  loyalty,  by  the  zeal  with  which  he 
fought,  and  fell,  In  the  fervice  of  the  republic ;  and  the  fame  of  this 
gallant  Barbarian  has  been  Imperfedly  preferved  in  the  verfes  of 
Claudian,  fince  the  poet,  who  celebrates  his  virtue,  has  omitted  the 
mention  of  his  name.  His  death  was  followed  by  the  flight  and 
difmay  of  the  fquadrons  which  he  commanded ;  and  the  defeat  of 
the  wing  of  cavalry  might  have  decided  the  viftory  of  Alaric,  if 
Stilicho  had  not  immediately  led  the  Roman  and  Barbarian  infantry 
to  the  attack.     The  fkill  of  the  general,  and  the  bravery  of  the  fol- 

*3  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  37.)  is  Ihocked  at  the         44  The  vellJges  of  PoIIentia  are  twenty- 
impiety  of  the  Romans,  who  attacked,  on     ^^^  n^jies  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Turin.     Vrls, 

Eafter-Sunday,  fueh  pious  Chriftians.     Yet,  •    .1     r  •   1  1       1.     j  11 

•'  ,,.  ^      \  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  was  a  royal  chace 

at  the  fame  time,   public  prayers  were  offered       r    l     i-  r  t       11  1      ',-     ,,     • 

,     n   •        tl-     t'l  c■c^  (t     c      u  of  the  kings  of  Lombardy,  and  a  fmall  ri- 

al the  flirine  of  St.  Thomas  of  EdelTa,  for  the  '^  •" 

J  n.     n-         r  .1,     A  •.„    „kk„,.       Co=T^-n„       ver,    which  excufed  the  predidion,  "  pene- 
deftruclion  of  the  Anan  robber,     bee  1  ille-  t  >      r 

niont  (Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  529.),  who     "  "^bis  ad  urbcm."    (Cluver.  Ital.  Antiq. 
cjuotes  an  homily,  which  has  been  erroneoufly     tom.i.  p.  83  —  85.) 
afaibed  to  St.  Chryfoftom. 

•J  diers,. 
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CHAP.  ^lers,  furmounted  every  obftacle.  In  the  evening  of  the  bloody  day, 
v_. -,-,_'  the  Goths  retreated  from  the  field  of  battle  ;  the  intrenchments  of 
their  camp^  were  forced,  and  the  fcene  of  rapine  and  flaughter  made 
fome  atonement  for  the  calamities  which  they  had  inflicted  on 
the  fubjedls  of  the  empire  '^'..  The  magnificent  fpoils  of  Corinth 
and  Argos  enriched  the  veterans  of  the  Well ;  the  captive  wife  of ' 
Alarlc,  who  had  impatiently  claimed  his  promife  of  Roman  jewels 
*  "Imd  Patrician  handmaids**,  was  reduced  to  implore  the  mercy  of 
the  infulting  foe ;  and  many  thoufand  prifoners,  releafed  from  the 
Gothic  chains,  difperfed  through  the  provinces  of  Italy  the  praifes  of 
their  heroic  deliverer-  The  triumph  of  Stilicho  *'  was  compared  by 
the  poet,  and.  perhaps  by  the  public,  to  that  of  Marius  ;  who,  in  the 
fame  part  of  Italy,  had  encountered  and  deftroyed  another  army 
.of  ncrthern  Barbarians.  The  huge  bones,  and  the  e  pty  hel- 
mets, of  the  Cimbri  and  of  the  Goths,  would  eafily  be  confounded 
by  fucceeding  generations  ;  and  pofterity  might  ere£t  a  common 
trophy  to  the  memory  of  the  two  moil  illuftrious  generals,  vv^ho  had 
vanquiflied,  on  the. fame  memorable  ground,  the  two  moft  formidable 
enemies  of  Rome  *\ 
Bddnefs  and  The  eloquence  of  Claudian  '^'  has  celebrated,  with  lavifh  applaufe, 
Alaric.   '       the  victory  of  Pollentia,  one  of  the  moft  glorious  days  in  the  life  of 

"^^  Orofius  wifhes,   in  doubtful  words,   to  due  to  the  moft  rufpiclous  witnefl'es,  who  are 

infinuate  the  defeat  of  the  Romans.     "  Pug-  checked  by  the  recent  notoriety  of  facts. 

"  nantes    vicimus,    viftores    vidi    fumus."  +'  Claudian's    peroration    is   ftrong   and 

Profper  (in  Chron.)   makes  it  an  equal  and  elegant;   but  the  identity  of  the  Cimbric  and 

bloody  battle  ;  but  the  Gothic  writers,   Caf-  Gothic  fields,   muil  be  underftood  (like  ^'ir- 

iiodorius    (in    Chron.)     and   Jornandes    (de  gil's  Philippi,  Georgic  i.  490.)   according  to 

Keb.  Get.  c.  29. 1  clai,m  a  decifive  viftory.  the  loofe  geography  of  a  poet.    Vercellx  and 

■*''  Demens  Aufonidura  gemmata  monilia  Pollentia  are  fixty  miles  from  each  other;  and 

matrum,  the  latitude  is  ftill  greater,  if  the  Cirnbri  were 

Romanafque  alta  famulas  cervlcepetebit.  defeated  in   the  wide   and   bsrren    plain  of 

De  Bell.  Get.  627.  Verona    (MafTei,   Verona    llluftrata,    P.  i. 

♦■    Claudian    (de    Bell.    Get.   580—647.)  p.  54-62.). 

and  Prudentius   (in  Symmach.  I.  ii.  694—  *'■'  Claudian  and  Prudentiusmuft  be  ftridtly 

719.)    celebrate,    without    ambiguity,     the  examined  to  reduce  the  figures,   and   extort 

Roman  viftory  of  Pollentia.     They  are  poe-  the  iiiiloric  fenfe  of  thofe  poets, 
tical  and  party  writers ;  yet  fome  credit  is 

3  his 
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his  patron  ;   l)Ut  his  reludlant  and  partial  mufe  bcftows  more  genuine     ^  J/  ■^,  ''• 

A.A  A. 

praife  on  the  character  of  the  Gothic  king.  His  name  is  indeed 
branded  with  the  reproachful  epithets  of  pirate  and  robber,  to  whicli 
the  conquerors  of  every  age  are  fojuflly  entitled  ;  but  the  poet  of  Sli- 
licho  is  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  Alaric  polTefled  the  invincible 
temper  of  mind,  which  rifes  fuperlor  to  every  misfortune,  and  derives 
new  refources  from  adverfity.  After  the  total  defeat  of  his  infantry, 
he  efcaped,  or  rather  withdrew,  from  the  field  of  battle,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  cavalry  entire  and  unbroken.  Without  walling 
a  moment  to  lament  the  irreparable  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  compa- 
nions, he  left  his  vid:orIous  enemy  to  bind  In  chains  the  captive 
images  of  a  Gothic  king  ^°  ;  and  boldly  refolved  to  break 
through  the  unguarded  pafles  of  the  Apennlne,  to  fpread  defola- 
tion  over  the  fruitful  face  of  Tufcany,  and  to  conquer  or  die 
before  the  gates  of  Rome.  The  capital  was  faved  by  the  adive  and 
mceflant  diligence  of  Stilicho  i  but  he  refpefted  the  dcfpair  of  his 
enemy  ;  and,  inflead  of  committing  the  fate  of  the  republic  to  the 
chance  of  another  battle,  he  propofed  to  purchafe  the  abfence  of  the 
Barbarians.  The  fpirlt  of  Alaric  would  have  rejefted  fuch  terms, 
the  permlffion  of  a  retreat,  and  the  oifer  of  a  penfion,  with  contempt 
and  indignation  ;  but  he  exercifed  a  limited  and  precarious  authority 
over  the  independent  chieftains,  who  had  raifed  him,  for  tbeir  fer- 
vlce,  above  the  rank  of  his  equals  ;  they  were  fllU  lefs  difpofed  to 
follow  an  unfuccefsful  general,  and  many  of  them  were  tempted  to 
confult  their  interefl  by  a  private  negoclation  with  the  minlfter  of 
Honorius.     The  king  fubmitted  to  the  voice  of  his  people,  ratified 

'°  Et  gravant  en  airain    fes   freles  avan-  images  of  kings  and  provinces,  was  familiar 

tages  to  the   Romans.     The   buft   of  Mithridates 

jDe  rnes  etats  conquis  enchainer  les  images,  bimfelf  was  twelve  feet  high,  of  maify  gold 

The  praftice    of  expofir.g  in  triumph  the  (Freinfhem.  Supplement  Livian.  ciii.  47. )• 

Vol.  III.  X  the 
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CHAP,    the  treaty  with  the  empire  of  the  Weft,  and  repaffed  the  Po,  with 

XXX. 

t)ie  remains  of  the  flourifhing  army  which  he  had  led  into  Italy. 
A  confiderable  part  of  the  Roman  forces  ftill  continued  to  attend  his 
motions;  and  Stlllcho,  who  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
fome  of  the  Barbarian  chiefs,  was  pundlually  apprifed  of  the  defigns 
that  were  formed  in  the  camp  and  council  of  Alaric.  The  king  of 
the.  Goths,  ambitious  to  fignalife  his  retreat  by  fome  fplendid  at- 
chievement,  had  refolved  to  occupy  the  important  city  of  Verona, 
which  commands  the  principal  pafTage  of  the  Rh^etian  Alps  ;  and, 
directing  his  march  through  the  territories  of  thofe  German  tribes, 
whofe  alliance  would  reftore  his  exhaufted  ftrength,  to  invade,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  the  wealthy  and  unfufpeding  provinces  of 
Gaul.  Ignorant  of  the  treafon,  which  had  already  betrayed  his  bold  and 
judicious  enterprife,  he  advanced  towards  the  pafles  of  the  moun- 
tains, already  poirefted  by  the  Imperial  troops ;  where  he  was  expo- 
fed,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  to  a  general  attack  in  the  front,  on 
his  flanks,  and  in  the  rear.  In  this  bloody  adtion,  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  walls  of  Verona,  the  lofs  of  the  Goths  was  not  lefs 
heavy  than  that  which  they  had  fuftained  in  the  defeat  of  Pol- 
lentia  ;  and  their  valiant  king,  who  efcaped  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  his 
horfe,  muft  either  have  been  -flain  or  made  prifoner,  if  the  hafty 
ralhnefs  of  the  Alani  had  not  difappointed  the  meafures  of  the 
Roman  general.  Alaric  fecured  the  remains  of  his  army  on  the  ad- 
jacent rocks ;  and  prepared  himfelf,  with  undavmted  refolution,  to 
maintain  a  fiege  againft  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who 
inverted  him  on  all  fides.  But  he  could  not  oppofe  the  deftrudlive 
progrefs  of  hunger  and  difeafe  ;  nor  was  it  poffible  for  him  to  ciieck 
the  continual  defertion  of  his  impatient  and  capricious  Barbarians. 
In  this  extremity  he  ftill  found  refources  in  his  own  courage,  or  in 
the  moderation   of  his  adverfary ;    and  the  retreat  of  the  Gothic  • 

king 
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Icing  was  confidered  as  the  deliverance  of  Italy  ".     Yet  the  people,    ^  ^  -^  P- 

A.  A  A. 

and  even  the  clergy,  incapable  of  forming  any  rational  judgment  of   ' ^-— ' 

the  bufmefs  of  peace  and  war,  prefumed  to  arraign  the  policy  of 
Stilicho,  who  fo  often  vanquifhed,  fo  often  furrounded,  and  fo  often 
difmifled  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  republic.  The  firft  moment 
of  the  public  -fiifety  is  devoted  to  gratitude  and  joy ;  but  the  fecond 
is  diligently  occupied  by  envy  and  calumny  '\ 

The  citizens  of  Rome  had  been  aftonilhed  by  the  approach  of  The  triumph 
Alaric ;   and  the  diligence  with  which  they  laboured  to  reftore  the  at  Rome, 
walls  of  the  capital,  confefled  their  own  fears,  and  the  decline  of  the     '       '^°'^' 
empire.     After  the  retreat  of  the  Barbarians,  Honorius  was  directed 
to  accept   the  dutiful   invitation   of  the  fenate,  and  to  celebrate,  in 
the  Imperial  city,  the  aufpicious  xra  of  the  Gothic  victory,  and  of 
his  fixth  cohfulfhip^'.     The  fuburbs  and  the  ftreets,  from  the  Mil- 
vian  bridge  to  the  Palatine  mount,  were  filled  by  the  Roman  people, 
who,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  years,  had  only  thrice  been  honoured 
with  the  prefence  of  their  fovereigns.  While  their  eyes  were  fixed  on 
the  chariot  where  Stilicho  was  defervedly  feated  by  the  fide  of  his  royal 
pupil,  they  applauded  the  pomp  of  a  triumph,  which  was  not  ftained, 
like  that  of  Conftantine,  or  of  Theodofius,with  civil  blood.   The  pro- 
ceffion  paffed  under  a  lofty  arch,  which  had  been  purpofely  eredted  : 
but  in  lefs  than  feven  years,  the  Gothic  conquerors  of  Rome  might 
read,  if  they  were  able  to  read,  the  fuperb  infcription  of  that  monU'^ 
ment,  which  attefted  the  total  defeat  and  deftru£lion  of  their  nation  '*. 
The  emperor  refided  feveral  months  in  the  capital,  and  every  part  of 

"  The  Getic  war,  and  the  fixth  con fulfhip  the   fixth  confulfhip   of  Honorius,  defcribes 

of  Honorius,    obfcurely  connedl   the  events  the  journey,    the  triumph,   and    the  games 

■of  Alaric's  retreat  andlofles.  (33° — 660. )f 

'-  Taceo  de  Alarico  .  .  .  fepe  vifto,   f:epe  ^*  See  the  infcription  in  Mafcow's  Hiftory 

conclafo,    femperque    dimiflb.     Orofius,    1.  of  the   Ancient   Germans,   viii.    12.      The 

vii.  c.  37.  p.  567.     Claudian  (viCo^f.  Hon.  words  are  pofitive  and  indifcrcet,  Getarura 

320.)  drops  the  curtain  with  a  fine  image.  nationem  in  omne  revum  domitam,  &c. 

55  The  remainder  of  Claudian's  poem  on 

X  2  his 
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CHAP,    his  behaviour  was  regulated  with  care  to  conciliate  the  aftedion   of 

XXX. 
\ _f    the  clergy,  the  lenate,  and  the  people  of  Rome.      The  clergy  was 

edified  by  his  frequent  vlfits,  and  liberal  gifts,  to  the  furines  of  the 
apoftles.     The  fenate,  who,   in   the  triumphal  proceffion,  had  been 
excufed  from  the  humiliating   ceremony  of  preceding   on  foot  the 
Imperial  chariot,  was  treated  with  the  decent  reverence  which  Stili- 
cho  always  affedted  for  that  aflembly.     The  people  was  repeatedly 
gratified  by  the   attention  and   courtefy  of  Honorius  in   the   public 
"•ames,  which  were  celebrated  on  that  occafion  with  a  magnificence 
not  unworthy  of  the   fpectator.     As  foon  as  the  appointed  number 
of  chariot-races   was  concluded,  the  decoration  of  the  Ciixus   was 
fuddenly  changed  ;  the  hunting  of  wild  beafts  afforded  a  various  and 
fplendid  entertainment ;  and  the  chace  was  fucceeded  by  a  military 
dance,  which  feems,  in  the  lively  defcription  of  Claudian,  to  prefenc 
the  imaee  of  a  modern  tournament. 
The  gladia-         ^^  thefe  games  of  Honorius,  the  inhuman  combats  of  gladiators  " 
tors  aboli.li-    polluted,  for  the  laft  time,  the  amphitheatre  of  Rome.     The  firil 
Chrillian  emperor  may  claim   the   honour  of  the  lirft  edidl,  which 
condemned  the  art  and  amufement  of  fhedding  human  blood  '* ;   but 
this  benevolent  law  expreffed  the  wifhes  of  the  prince,  without  re- 
forming an  inveterate   abufe,  which  degraded  a  civilifed  nation  be- 
low the  condition  of  favage   Qannibals.     Several   hundred,  perhaps 
feveral  thoufand,  vi(£lims  were  annually  flaughtered  in  the  great  cities 
of  the   empire  ;   and  the  month   of  December,  more  peculiarly  de- 
voted to  the  combats  of  gladiators,  ftill  exhibited,  to  the  eyes  of  the 
Roman  people,  a  grateful  fpedtacle  of  blood  and  cruelty.     Amidft 
the  general  joy  of  the  victory  of  Pollentia,  a  Chriftian  poet  exhorted 

"  On  the  curious,  though  horrid,  fubjeft         "    Cod.  Theodof.   ].   xv.   tit.   xii.   leg.  r^ 

of  the  gladiators,  confult  the  two  books  of  The  Commentary  of  Godefroy  affords  large 

the  Saturnalia  cf  Lipfius,    who,   as  an  anti-  materials  (torn.  v.  p.  396.)  for  the  hiftory:  of 

fuariaii,  is  inclined  to  excufe  the  praftice  of  gladiators. 
4iiiuqu!fy  (torn.  iii.  p.  483—545.). 

the 
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the  emperor  to  extirpate,  by  his  authority,  the  horrid  cuftom  which  C  H  A  P. 
had  fo  long  refifled  the  voice  of  humanity  and  rehgion".  Tlie  pa-  <_  ■„— -^ 
thetic  reprefentations  of  Prudentius  were  lefs  efiedtual  than  the  ge- 
nerous boldnefs  of  Telemachus,  an  Afiatlc  monk,  whofe  death  was 
more  ufeful  to  mankind  than  his  hfe  '*.  The  Romans  were  provoked 
by  the  interruption  of  their  pleafures ;  and  the  rafh  monk,  who  had 
defcended  into  the  arena,  to  feparate  the  ghidiators,  was  overwhehned 
under  a  fhower  of  ftones.  But  the  madnefs  of  the  people  foon 
fubfided  ;  they  relpefted  the  memory  of  Telemachus,  who  had  de- 
ferved  the  honours  of  martyrdom  ;  and  they  fubmitted,  without  a 
murmur,  to  the  laws  of  Honorius,  which  aboliihed  for  ever  the 
human  facriiices  of  the  amphitheatre.  The  citizens,  v/ho  adhered  to 
the  manners  of  their  anceftors,  might  perhaps  infinuate,  that  the 
laft  remains  of  a  martial  fpirit  were  preferved  in  this  fchool  of  for- 
titude, which  acciifliomed  the  Romans  to  the  fight  of  blood,  and 
to  the  contempt  of  death  :  a  vain  and  cruel  prejudice,  fo  nobly 
confuted  by  the  valour  of  ancient  Greece,  and  of  modern  Eu- 
rope "  ! 

The  recent  danger,  to  which  the  perfon  of  the  emperor  had  been  Honorius 

nX€s   Ills  rfl* 

expofed  in  the  defencelefs  palace  of  Milan,  urged  him  to  feek  a  re-   fidence  at 
treat  in  fome  inacceffible  fortrefs  of  Italy,  where  he  might  fecurely   a!  D?  404. 
remain,  while  the  open  country  was  covered  by  a  deluge  of  Barba- 
rians.    On  the  coafl;  of  the    Hadriatic,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  the   moil  fouthern  of  the  feven  mouths  of  the  Po,  the  Thefla- 

"  See   the  peroration  of  Prudentius   (in  to  the  only  monk  who  died  a  martyr  in  the 

Symmach.  1.   ii.     lizi  — 1131.),    who    had  caufe  of  humanity. 

doubtlefs  read  the  eloquent  inveftive  of  Lac-         "  Crudcle  gladiatoram  fpeiftaculum  et  in- 

tinlius  (Divin.  Inftitnt.  1.  vi.  c.  20.).     The  humanum  ncnnullis  videri  folet ;   et  baud  fcio 

Chriftian   apologifts   have  not   fpared    thefe  an  ita  fit,  ut  nunc  fit.     Cicero  Tufculan.  ii. 

bloody  games,  which  were  introduced  in  the  17.     He    faintly    cenfures    the    ahufe,    and 

Xiligious  feftivals  of  Paganifm.  warmly  defends  the  ufs,  of  thefe  fports  ;  ocu- 

5*  Theodoret,  l.v.c.  26.  Iwilhto  believe  lis  nulla  poterat  eff.- fonior  contra  dolorem  et 

the  llory  of  St.  Telemachus.     Yet  no  church  mortem  difciplina.   ^'eneca  (epift.  vii.)  iliews 

has  been  dedicated,  no  altar  has  been  eredled,  the  feelings  of  a  man, 

lians 
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CHAP.  Hans  had  founded  the  ancient  colony  of  Ravenna  *',  which  they 
afterwards  refigned  to  the  natives  of  Umbria.  Auguftus,  who  liad 
obferved  the  opportunity  of  the  place,  prepared,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  miles  from  the  old  town,  a  capacious  harbour,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  two  hundred  and  fifty  fhips  of  war.  This  naval  eftablifli- 
ment,  which  included  the  arfenals  and  magazines,  the  barracks  of 
the  troops,  and  the  houfes  of  the  artificers,  derived  its  origin  and 
name  from  the  permanent  flation  of  the  Roman  fleet ;  the  interme- 
diate fpace  was  foon  filled  with  buildings  and  inhabitants,  and  the 
three  extenfive  and  populous  quarters  of  Ravenna  gradually  con- 
tributed to  form  one  of  the  moft  important  cities  of  Italy.  The 
principd  canal  of  Auguftus  poured  a  copious  ftream  of  the  waters 
of  the  Po  through  the  midft  of  the  city,  to  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour ;  the  fame  waters  were  introduced  into  the  profound  ditches 
that  encompafTed  the  walls ;  they  were  diftributed,  by  a  thoufand  fub- 
ordinate  canals,  into  every  part  of  the  city,  which  they  divided  into 
a  variety  of  fmall  iflands  ;  the  communication  was  maintained  only 
by  the  ufe  of  boats  and  bridges  ;  and  the  houfes  .of  Ravenna,  whofe 
appearance  may  be  com.pared  to  that  of  Venice,  were  raifed  on  the 
foundation  of  wooden  piles.  The  adjacent  country,  to  the  diftance 
of  rnany  miles,  was  a  deep  and  impaffable  morais  ;  and  the  artificial 
caufeway,  w^hich  connected  Ravenna  with  the  continent,  might 
be  eafily  guarded,  or  deftroyed,  on  the  approach  of  an  hbftile 
army.  Thefe  moraffes  were  interfperfed,  however,  with  vineyards ;' 
and  though  the  foil  was  ozhaufted  by  four  or  five  crops,  the  town 

*°  This  account  of  Ravenna  is  drawn  from  Proccpius  (de  Bell.  Gothic.  I.  i.  c.  i.  p.  309, 

Strabo  (1.  V.   p.  327.),  Pliny  (iii.  20  ),  Ste-  edit.  Louvre),    and  Ciuverius  (Ital.   Antiq. 

phen  of  Byzantium  (fubvoce  p<2o:j.-»,  p.  6;i.  torn.  i.  p.  301  —  307.).     Yet  I  ilill  want  a 

•edit.  Berkel.),  Claudian  (in  vi  Conf.  tlonor.  local  antiquarian,  and  a  good  topographical 

494,  &c.),  Sidonius  Apollinaris  (1.  i.  epift.  map. 
•y^  .8.),  Jornap.dcs  (de  Reb.   Get.    c.  29.), 

enjoyed 
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cTijoyed  a  more  plentiful  fupply  of  wine  than  of  frefh  water "'.     The    C  II  A  P.. 

air,  inilead  of  receiving  the  fickly,  and  almoft  peftilential,  exhalations    « j- 

of  low  and  marfhy  grounds,  was  diftinguiflied,  like  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Alexandria,  as  uncommonly  pure  and  falubrious ;  and  this 
fingular  advantage  was  afcribed  to  the  regular  tides  of  the  Hadriatic, 
which  fwept  the  canals,  interrupted  the  unwholefome  ftagnation  of 
the  waters,  and  floated,  every  day,  the  veflels  of  the  adjacent  country 
into  the  heart  of  Ravenna.  The-gradual  retreat  of  the  fea  has  left 
tlie  modern  city  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  Hadriatic ; 
and  as  early  as  the  fifth  or  fixth  century  of  the  Chriftian  a^ra,. 
the  port  of  Auguftus  was  converted  into  pleafant  orchards  ;  and  a 
lonely  grove  of  pines  covered  the  ground  where  the  Roman  fleet 
once  rode  at  anchor *\  Even  this  alteration  contributed  to  encreafe 
the  natural  ftrength  of  the  place ;  and  the  fhallownefs  of  the  water 
was  a  fufficient  barrier  againft  the  large  fhips  of  the  enemy.  This 
advantageous  fituation  was  fortified  by  art  and  labour  ;  and  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  age,  the  emperor  of  the  Wefl:,  anxious  only 
for  his  perfonal  fafety,  retired  to  the  perpetual  confinement  of  the 
walls  and  morafTes  of  Ravenna.  The  example  of  Honorius  was 
imitated  by  his  feeble  fucceflbrs,  the  Gothic  kings,  and  aftei-wards 
the  Exarchs,  who  occupied  the  throne  and  palace  of  the  emperors  ; 
and,  till  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century,  Ravenna  was  confidered 
as  the  feat  of  government,  and  the  capital  of  Italy  ",, 

*•  Martial  (epigram  ili.  56,  57.)  pl.-iys  on  from  Bocaccio  (Giornata  iii.  novell  viii.)  was 

the  trick  of  the  knave,  who   had  fold  him  afted  in  the  wood  o(  ChiaJJi,   a  corrupt  word 

wine  inilead  of  water  ;  but  he  ferioiifly  de-  from  ClaJJis,   the  naval  llation,  which,    with 

Clares,  that  a  ciftern,  at  Ravenna,  is  more  tlie   intermediate  road   or   fuburb,     the  Via 

valuable  than  a  vineyard.    Sidonius  complains  Crrfaris,  conrtituted  the  tripk   city    of  Ra- 

that  the  town   is  deftitute  of  fountains  and  venna. 

aquedufts;  and  ranks  the  want  of  frefh  ^^  From  the  year  404,  the  dates  of  the 
water  among  the  local  evils,  fuch  as  the  Theodofian  Code  become  fedentary  at  Con- 
croaking  of  frogs,  the  flinging  of  gnats,  ftantinople  and  Ravenna.  Se.e  Godefroy's 
&c.  Chronology  of  the  Laws,  torn.  i.  p.  cxlviii. 

*-  The  fable  of  Theodore  ahd-Honoria,  &c. 
which  Dryden  has  fo  admirabl)'  tranfplanted- 

2  The: 
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C  li  A  ?.        *Yhc  fears  of  Honorlus  were  not  without  foundation,  nor  were  his 

XXX. 

• ^ — J    precautions  without  efFedt.     While  Italy  rejoiced  in  her  deliverance 

tions  of  Scy-  froin  the  Goths,  a  furious  tempeft  was  excited  among  the  nations  of 
^4!  D.  400.  Germany,  who  yielded  to  the  irrefiftible  impulfe,  that  appears  to 
Iiave  been  gradually  communicated  from  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the 
continent  of  Afia.  The  Chinefe  annals,  as  they  have  been  inter- 
preted by  the  learned  induftry  of  the  prefent  age,  may  be  ufefully 
aj)plied  to  reveal  the  fecret  and  remote  caufes  of  the  fall  of  the  Ro- 
man empire.  The  extenfive  territory  to  the  north  of  the  great 
wall,  was  poffefled,  after  the  flight  of  the  Huns,  by  the  vidtorious 
Sienpi  ;  who  were  fometimes  broken  into  independent  tribes,  and 
fometimes  re-united  under  a  fupreme  chief;  till  at  length  ftyling 
themfelves  Topa,  or  mailers  of  the  earth,  they  acquired  a  more  folid 
confiftence,  and  a  more  formidable  power.  The  Topa  foon  com- 
pelled the  paftoral  nations  of  the  eallern  defert  to  acknowledge  the 
luperiority  of  their  arms ;  they  invaded  China  in  a  period  of  weak- 
nefs  and  Inteftine  difcord  ;  and  thefe  fortunate  Tartars,  adopting  the 
laws  and  manners  of  the  vanquifhed  people,  founded  an  Imperial 
dynafty,  which  reigned  near  one  hundred  and  fixty  years  over  the 
ncrthern  provinces  of  the  monarchy.  Some  generations  before  they 
afcended  the  throne  of  China,  one  of  the  Topa  princes  had  en- 
Ufted  in  his  cavalry  a  flave  of  the  name  of  Moko,  renowned  for  his 
valom- ;  but  who  was  tempted,  by  the  fear  of  punifliment,  to  defert 
his  ftandard,  and  to  range  the  defert  at  the  head  of  an  hundred  fol- 
lowers. This  gang  of  robbers  and  outlaws  fwelled  into  a  camp,  a 
tribe,  a  numerous  people,  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Geou- 
gen  ;  and  their  hereditary  chieftains,  the  poflerlty  of  Moko  the  Have, 
affumed  their  rank  among  the  Scythian  monarchs.  The  youth  of 
Toulun,  the  greateft  of  his  defcendants,  was  exercifed  by  thofe  mis- 
fortunes which  are  the  fchool  of  heroes.  He  bravely  ftruggled  with 
adverfity,  broke  the  imperious  yoke  of  the  Topa,  and  became  the 
-legiflator  of  his  nation,  and  the  conqueror  of  Tartary.     His  troops 

4  were 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  iGi 

were  dlllrlbuted  into  regular  bands  of  an  hundred  and  of  -a  thouflind    CHAP, 

men ;   cowards  were  ftoned   to  death  ;  the  moft  fplendid  honours    ' «-— -', 

were  propofed  as  the  reward  of  valour ;  and  Toulun,  who  had 
knowledge  enough  to  delplfe  the  learning  of  China,  adopted  only 
fuch  arts  and  inftitutlons  as  were  favourable  to  the  military  fpirit 
of  his  government.  His  tents,  which  he  removed  in  the  winter 
feafon  to  a  more  fouthern  latitude,  were  pitched,  during  the  fummer, 
on  the  fruitful  banks  of  the  Selinga.  His  conquefts  ftretched  front 
Corea  far  beyond  the  river  Irtilh.  He  vanquifhed,  in  the  country 
to  the  North  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  the  nation  of  the  Hu/is ;  and  the 
new  title  of  Khan,  or  Cagan,  expreffed  the  fame  and  power  which 
he  derived  from  this  memorable  vidory '^^\ 

The  chain  of  events  is  interrupted,  or  rather  is   concealed,  as  it  Emigration 
pafles  from  the  Volga  to   the  Viftula,  through    the  dark  interval,  ^^'h^e  "o-"'''- 
which  feparates  the  extreme  limits  of  the  Chinefe,  and  of  the  Ro-   ^'  ^*  4°S- 
man,  geography.    Yet  the  temper  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  fucceflive  emigrations,  fufficiently  declare,  that  the  Huns, 
who  were  opprefled  by  the  arms  of  the  Geougen,  foon  withdrew 
from  the  prcfence  of  an   infulting  viQor.      The  countries  towards 
the  Euxine  were  already  occupied  by  their  kindred  tribes;  and  their 
hafty  flight,  which  they  foon  converted  into  a  bold  attack,  would 
more  naturally  be  directed  towards  the  rich  and  level  plains,  through 
which  the  Viftula  gently  flows  into  the  Baltic  fea.     The  North  mufl 
again  have   been   alarmed,    and    agitated,    by   the  invafion  of   the 
Huns  ;  and  the  nations  who  retreated  before  them,  mufl  have  prefl- 
■ed  with   incumbent  weight  on  the  confines  of   Germany  *'.     The 
inhabitants   of  thofe  regions,  which  the  ancients  have  affigned  to 

**  See  M.  de  Guignes,   Hift.  des  Huns,  the  Palus  Maeotis  to  the  north  of  Germany, 

torn.  i.  p.  179— 1S9.   torn.  ii.  p.  295.  334 —  which  he  afcribes  to  famine.     But  his  views 

338.  of  ancient  hiftory  are  ftrangely  darkened  by 

*s  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  iii.  ignorance  and  error. 
p.  182.)    has  obl'erved    an  emigration  from 

Vol.  IIL  Y  the 
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C  H  A  P.  the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Burgundians,  might  embrace  the- 
refohuion  of  abandoning  to  the  fugitives  of  Sarmatia,  their  woods 
and  moraffes  ;  or  at  leaft  of  difcharging  their  fuperfluous  numbers 
on  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire  '^^  About  four  years  after 
the  victorious  Touhm  had  affumed  the  title  of  Khan  of  the  Geougen, 
another  Barbarian,  the  haughty  Rhodogaft,  or  Radagaifus'^^',  marched 
from  the  northern  extremities  of  Germany  almoft  to  the  gates  of 
Rome,  and  left  the  rem.ains  of  his  army  to  atchieve  the  deftrudtion 
of  the  Vv''eft,  The  Vandals,  the  Suevi,  and  the  Burgundians,  formed 
the  ftrcngth  of  this  mighty  hoft  ;  but  the  Alani,  who  had  found  an 
hofpitable  reception  in  their  new  feats,  added  their  a£live  cavalry  to 
the  heavy  infantry  of  the  Germans ;  and  the  Gothic  adventurers 
crowded  fo  eagerly  to  the  ftandard  of  Radagaifus,  that,  by  fome 
hiftorians  he  has  been  flyled  the  King  of  the  Goths.  Twelve  thou- 
fand  warriors,  diftinguilhed  above  the  vulgar  by  their  noble  birth, 
or  their  valiant  deeds,  glittered  in  the  van  " ;  and  the  whole  mul- 
titude, v/hich  was  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men, , 
might  be  Increafed,-  by  the  acceflion  of  women,  of  children,  and  of 
Caves,  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  This  formi- 
dable emigration,  liTued  from  the  fame  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  which  had 
poured  forth  the  myriads  of  theCimbri  and  Teutones,  to  aflkull  Rome 
and  Italy  in  the  vigour  of  the  republic.  After  the  departure  of 
tliofe  Barbarians,  their  native  country,  which  was  marked  by  the 
veftiges  of  their  greatnefs,  long  ramparts,  and  gigantic  moles*',  re- 

'■'  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  33 1.)  vCes  the  general  probable  that  the  Barbarians  fiibuld  worfhip 

defcription  of,  the   nations  beyond   the  Da-  an  unfiiccefsful  hero.     See  Mafcou,  Hift.  of 

nube  and  the  Rhine.     Their  fituation,  and  the  Germans,  viii.  14. 

confequently    their   names,    are     manifeftly         **  Olympiodorus  (apud  Photium,  p.  i?o.) 

ihewn,    even  in  the  various  epithets  which  ufes   the  Latin  word,  O,jrit/.a.T0t  ;  which  does 

each  ancient  writer  may  have  cafaally  add-  not  convey  any  precife  idea.    I  fufpeft  that 

ej.  tlijey  vv'ere  the  princes  and  nobles,  with  their 

^'  The  name  of  Rhadagaft  was  that  of  a  faithful  companions  ;  the  knights  with  their 

local   deity  of  the   Obqtrites   (in  Mecklen-  'fquires,  as  they would  have  bee:i  ftyled  fome 

buri^h).     A  hero  might  naturally  affume  the  centuries  afterwards, 
appellation  of  his  tutelar  god  ;  but  it  is  not        ^*  Tacit,  de  Moribus  Germanorum,  c.  37. 

1  maiiied. 
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tnaincd,  during  fome  ages,   a  vaft  and  dreary  folitude  ;  till  tKe  hu-    ^  ^  \\  ''• 

man   fpecies  was  renewed    by  the  powers  of  generation,  and  the    v-^ — ' 

vacancy  was  filled  by  the  inliux  of  new  inhabitants.     The  nations  , 
who  now  ulurp  an  extent  of  land,  which  they  arc  unable  to  culti- 
vate, would   loon   be   aiTifted   by   the  induftrious  poverty  of  tlieir 
neighbours,  if  the  government  of  Europe  did  not  prote<2;  the  claim* 
<jf  dominion  and  property. 

The  correfpondence  of  nations  vvas,  in  that  age,  fo  imperfect  and  tLad-^rzlfus 

'^  _  .  invades  Italy, 

precarious,  that  the  revolutions  of  the  North  might  efcape  the  a.  d.  ^o6. 
knowledge  of  the  court  of  Ravenna  ;  till  tlie  dark  cloud,  which 
was  coUedted  along  the  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  hurft  in  thunder  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Upper  Danube.  The  emperor  of  the  Weft,  if  his 
minifters  difturbed  his  amufemer^ts  by  the  news  of  the  impending 
danger,  was  fatisfied  with  being  the  occafion,  and  the  fpedtator  of 
the  war '°.  The  fafety  of  Rome  was  entriifted  to  the  counfels,  and 
the  fword,  of  Stilicho  ;  but  fucli  was  tlie  feeble  and  exhaufted  ftate 
of  the  empire,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  reftore  the  fortifications  of 
the  Danube,  or  to  prevent,  by  a  vigorous  effort,  the  invafion  of  the 
Germans  ''.  The  hopes  of  the  vigilant  minifter  of  Honorius  were 
confined  to  the  defence  of  Italy.  He  once  more  abandoned  the 
provinces,  recalled  the  troops,  prefled  the  new  levies,  which  were 
rigoroufly  exaded,  and  pufillanimoufly  eluded  ;  employed  the  moft 
efficacious  means  to  arreft,  or  allure,  the  deferters  ;  and  offered  the  gift 
■of  freedom,  and  of  two  pieces  of  gold,  to  all  the  jQavjes  who  would 

'°                   ' Cujes  agendi  wnr,  and  the  vidlory  of  Stilicho,  beyond  the 

SpeiElator  vel  caufa  fui.  Danube.     A  ftrange  error,   which  is  awk- 

Claudian,  viConf.  Hon.  439-  wardly   and   imperfefUy  cured,  by  reading 

is  the  modeft  language  of  Honorius,  in  fpe.'.k-  z.^,,,,,   for   lr^<i»   (Tillemont,  Hift.    des  En?p. 

ing  of  the   Gothic  war,  which  he  had  feen  torn.  v.   p.  807.).     In  good  policy,  we  miili: 

•dbmewhat  nearer.  ufe  the  fervice  of  Zofunus,  without  eftecm- 

^*  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  331-)   tranfports  the  ing  or  trufti:ig  him. 

Y  2  enlift. 
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C  H  A  P.    cnllfl; '"'.     By  thefe  efforts  he  painfully  colle£ted,  from  the  fubjedLs 

t , '    of  a  great    empire,    an  army   of   thirty  or  forty  thouiand    men, 

which,  in  the   days   of  Scipio  or  Camillus,  would  have   been  in- 

ftantly  furnilhed  by  the   free  citizens   of  the  territory  of  Rome". 

The   thirty  legions  of  Stilicho  were  reinforced  by  a  large  body  of 

Barbarian  auxiliaries  ;  the  faithful  Alanl  were  perfonally  attached  to 

his  fervice ;  and  the  troops  of  Huns  and  of  Goths,  who  marched 

under  the  banners  of  their  native  princes,  Huldin  and  Sarus,  were 

animated  by  intereft  and  refentment  to  oppofe  the  ambition  of  Ra- 

dagaifus.      The  king   of  the  confederate   Germans  paflt-d,  without 

refiftance,  the  Alps,  the  Po,  and  the  Apennine  :  leaving  on  one  hand 

the    inacceffible   palace    of   Honorius,    fecurely  buried    among   the 

marfhes  of  Ravenna ;  and^  on  the  other,  the  camp  of  Stilicho,  who 

had  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Ticinum,  or  Pavia,  but  who  feems  to 

have    avoided    a   deciiive   battle,  till   he   had    aflembled  his  diftant 

forces.     Many  cities  of  Italy  were  pillaged,  or  deftroyed  ;  and  the 

BefiegesFIo-   fiege  of  Florence",   by  Radagaifus,.  is  one  of  the  earlieft  events  in 
r£ncc 

the  hiftory  of  that  celebrated  republic  ;  whofe  firmneis  checked  and 

delayed  the  unlkilful  fury  of  the  Barbarians.  The  fenate  and  people- 
trembled  at  their  approach  within  an  hundred  and  eighty  miles  of 
Rome  ;  and  anxioufly  compared  the  danger  Vv'hich  they  had  efcapedy 

'*  Codex  Theodof.  1.  vii.  tit.  xiii.  leg.  i6.  This  declaration  may  puzzle  an  antiquary. 

The  date  of  this  law  (A.  D.  406,  May  18.)  but  it  is  clearly  explained  by  Montefquieu. 
fatisfies  me,  as  it  haddone  Godefroy  (torn.  ii.         '*  Machiavel  has  explained,  at  lead  as  a 

p.  387),  of  the  true  year  of  the  invafion  of  philofopher,  tlie  origin   of  Florence,  which 

Radagaifus.     Tillemont,    Pagi,  and  Mura-  infenfibly  defcended,  for  the  benefit  of  trade, 

tori,  prefer  the  preceding  year  ;  but  they  are  from  th.s  rock  of  Fxfula;  to  the  banks  of  the 

bound,  by  certain  obligations  of  civility  and  Arno  (Iftoria  Fiorentina,   tom.  i.  1.  ii.  p.  36. 

refpeft,  to  St.  Paulinus  of  Nola.  Londra,   1747.}.  The  Triumvirs  fent  a  co- 

'^  Soon  after  Rome  had  been  taken  by  the  lony   to  Florence,    which,   under  Tiberius 

Gauls,  the  fenate,  on  a  fudden  emergency,  (Tacit.  Annal.  i.  79.),  deferved  the   repu- 

armed   ten  legions,   30CO  horfe,   and  42,000  tation   and  name  oi  a.  f.ourifiing  city.     See 

foot ;  a  force  which  the  city  could  not  have  Cluver.  Ital.  Antiq.  tom.  i.  p.  507,  &C. 
fent  forth  under  Auguftus  (Livy,  vii.  25.). 

witli 
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Tvltli  the  new  perils  to  which  they  were  expofed.  Alarlc  was  a  CHAP. 
Chriftian  and  a  foldler,  the  leader  of  a  difclplined  army  ;  who  un-  <_.  .-,-  ~i 
derltood  the  laws  of  war,  who  refpeded  the  fanftity  of  treaties,  and 
who  had  familiarly  converfed  with  the  fubjeds  of  the  empire  in 
the  fame  camps,  and  the  fame  churches.  The  favage  Radagaifus 
was  a  ftranger  to  the  manners,  the  religion,  and  even  the  language, 
of  the  civilifed  nations  of  the  South.  The  fiercenefs  of  his  temper 
was  exafperated  by  cruel  fuperftitlon  ;  and  it  was  univerfally  be- 
lieved, that  he  had  bound  himfelf,  by  a  folemn  vow,  to  reduce  the  andthreaten? 
city  into  a  heap  of  ftones  and  allies,  and  to  facrifice  the  moil  illuf- 
trious  of  the  Roman  fenators,  on  the  altars  of  thofe  gods,  who  were 
appeafed  by  human  blood.  The  public  danger,  which  fhould  have 
reconciled  all  domeftic  animofities,  difplayed  the  incurable  madnefs 
of  religious  fadlion.  The  opprelTed  votaries  of  Jupiter  and  Mer- 
cury refpedled,  in  the  implacable  enemy  of  Rome,  the  chara£ter' 
of  a  devout  Pagan  ;  loudly  declared,  that  they  were  more  apprehen/- 
five  of  the  facrifices,  than  of  the  arms,  of  P^adagaifus ;  and  fecretly 
rejoiced  in  the  calamities  of  their  country,  which  condemned  the 
faith  of  their  Chriftian  adverfarics  ". 

Florence  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  ;   and  the  fainting  cou-   Defeat  and 

p,..  r  1111  1.  ^  r,        deflruftion  of 

rage  or  the   citrzens  was    lupported   only    by  the  authority  of  St.   his  army  by 

Sti'icho 

Ambrofe  ;   who    had   communicated,    in  a  dream,  the   promife   of  a.  D.  406. 
a  fpecdy  deliverance"^.     On  a  fudden  they  beheld,  from  their  walls, 
the  banners  of  Stiliclio,  who  advanced,  v.'ith  his  united  force,  to  the 
relief  of  the  faithful  city ;   and  who  foon  marked  that  fatal  fpot  for 
the  grave  of  the  Barbarian  hoft.     The  apparent  contradictions  of 

"  Yet   the  Jupiter  of   Radagaifus,    who  '®  Paulihus  (in  Vit.  Ambrof.  c.  50.)  re- 

worfhipped  Thor  and  Woden,  was  very  dif-  lates    this   ftory,  which  he  rec  ived  from  the 

ferent  from  the  Olympic  or  Capitoline  Jove,  mouth  of  Panfcphia  hcrfclf,  a  religious  ma- 

The  accommodating   temper  of  Polythelfm  tron  of  Florence.     Yet  the  arch billiop  foon 

might  unite  thofe  various  and  remote  deities  ;  ceafed  to  take  an  aftive  part  in  the  bufinefs 

but  the  genuine  Romans  abhorred   the  hu-  of  the  world,  and  never  became  a  popular 

man  facrifices  of  Gaul  and  Germany.  faint. 

thofe 
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C  H  A  F.    thofe  writers  who  varioully  relate  the  defeat  of  Radagaifus,  may  be 


XXX 


reconciled,  without  offering  much  violence  to  their  refpedtive  teftimo- 
nies.   Orofius  and  Auguftin,  who  were  intimately  conne<5ted  by  friend- 
fhip  and  religion,  afcribe  this  miraculous  vidiory  to  the  providence  of 
God,  rather  than  to  the  valour  of  man ''.     They  ftridly  exclude 
every  idea  of  chance,  or  even  of  bloodfhcd  ;  and  pofitively  affirm, 
that  the  Romans,  whofe  camp  was  the  fcene  of  plenty  and  idlenefs, 
enjoyed  the  diftrefs  of  the  Barbarians,  flowly  expiring  on  the  iharp 
and  barren  ridge  of  the   hills  of  F.-^fulse,  which  rife  above  the  city 
of  Florence.    Their  extravagant  affertion,  that  not  a  fmgle  foldier 
-of    the    Chrlftian    army  was  killed,  or  even  wounded,  may  be  dif- 
TOifled  with  filent  contempt;  but  the  reft  of  the  narrative  of  Auguftin 
and  Orofius  is  confiftent  with  the  ftate  of  the  war,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  Stilicho.     Confcious  that  he  commanded  the  iajl  army  of  the 
republic,  his  prudence  would  not  expofe  it,  in  the  open  field,  to  the 
headftrong  fury  of  the  Germans.     The  method  of  furrounding  the 
enem.y  with   ftrong  lines  of  circumvallation,  which   he  had   twice 
-employed  againft  the  Gotlijp  king,  was  repeated   on  a  larger  fcale, 
and   with  more  confiderable  effcdl.     The  examples  of  Ccefar  muft 
have  been  familiar  to  the  moft  illiterate  of  the  Roman  warriors ; 
and  the  fortifications  of  Dyrrachium,  which  connected  twenty-four 
caftles,  by  a  perpetual  ditch  and  rampai't  of  fifteen  miles,  afforded 
,the  model  of  an  intrenchment  which  might  confine,  and  ftarve,  the 
•  moft  numerous  hoft  of  B?a-barians  '°.     The  Roman  troops  had  leli 

"  Auguftin  de  Civitat.  Dei,  V.  23.    Oro-         Ducitopus:  pandit  fofTas,  ttirritaque  fum- 
fi.;s,  1.  vii.   c.  37.  p.  567  —  571.     The   wo  j^ij 

friends  wrote  in  Africa,   ten  or  tweh-e  years         Difponit  caftella  jugis,  magnoque  recefsu 

after   the  viftorv ;  and  their  authority  is  im-  i       i  r  /•  1  r  r 

..,      .  ,,       •,    ,      ...  -  „     .,,     ,.  Amplexus  fines;  faltus  nemorofaque  tef- 

.p'icitly   followed    by  llidore  of    oeville   (in  '^  ^ 

Chron.  p.  713.  edit.  Grot.).     How  many  in-  "J"^ 

terefling  fafts  might  Orofius  have  inferted  in  ^^  'I'^s,  vaftaque  feras  indagine  ciaudit. 

the  vacant  fpace  which  is  dewced  to  pious  Vet  the  fimplicity  of  truth   (Csfar,  de  Bell. 

.,  nonfenfe  !  Civ.  iii.  44,)  is  far  greater  than  the  ampli- 

's  Franguntur    montes,    plannmqiie    per  fications  of  Lucan  (Pharfal.  I.  vi.  29-63.). 
-ardua.Cxfar 

degenerated 
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degeneratecl  from  the  induftiy,  than  from  the  valour,  of  tlielr  an-    CHAP, 

ceflors ;   and  if  the  fervile  and  laborious  work  offended  the  pride  of  < i«f— '. 

the   foldiers,  Tufcany  could   fupply   many  thoufand  pealiints,   wlio 
would  labour,  though,  perhaps,  they  would  not  fight,  for  the  falva- 
tioii  of  their  native  country.     The  imprifoned  multitude  of  horfcs 
and  men"   was  gradually  deftroyed  by  famine,  rather  than  by   tlie 
fword ;  but  the  Romans  were  expofed,  during  the  progrefs   of  luch 
an  extenfive  work,  to  the  frequent  attacks  of  an  impatient  enemy. 
The  defpair  of  the  hungry  Barbarians  would  precipitate  them  ao-ainfl; 
the  fortifications  of  Stilicho ;  the  general   might  fometimes  indul^-^c 
the  ardour  of  his  brave  auxiliaries,  who  eagerly  prefTed  to  affault  tlie 
camp  of  the  Germans  ;_  and  thefe  various  incidents  might  produce 
the  fharp  and  bloody  conflicts  which  dignify  the  narrative  of  Zofi- 
mus,  and  the  Chronicles  of  Profper  and  Marcellinus  ^^    A  feafonabk 
fupply  of  men  and  provifions  had  been  in.ti'oduced  into  the  walls  cf 
Florence ;  and  the  familhed  hoft  of  Radagaifus  was  in  its  turn  befieged. 
The  proud  monarch  of  fo  many  warlike  nations,  after  the  lofs  of  his 
braveft  warriors,  was   reduced   to  confide   either  in  the  faith  of  a 
-    capitulation,  or  in  the  clemency  of  Stilicho^'.     But  the  death  of  the 
royal  captive,  who  was  ignominioully  beheaded,   difgraced  the  tri- 
umph of  Rome    and   of  Chriftianity ;    and  the  fliort  delay  of  his 
execution  was   fufficient    to   brand  the  conqueror  with   the  guilt  of 
cool  and  deliberate  cruelty  *\    The  famifhed  Germans,  who  efcaned 
tli£  fury  of  the  auxiliaries,  were  fold  as  Haves,  at  the  contemptible 

"■^  The  rhetorical  expreffions  of  Orofius,     ufes    an    expreflion    {Tr^os-rimi^ia-aro,)    which 
"   In  arido    et   afpero    mentis  jugo  ;"  "in     would  denote  a  ftrift   and  friendly  alliance 


e 


unum  ac  parvum  verticeni,"  are  not  very  and  render  Stilicho  ftill  more  aiminal.    Tii 

fuitable  to  the  encampment  of  a  great  army.  paulirper.detentus,deinde  interfeftus  of  Oro- 

But  Frefiilac,  only  three  miles  from  Florence,  fius,  is  fufficiently  odious, 
might  afford  fpace  for  the  head-quarters  of         =^  Orofuis,  pioufly  inhuman,  facrifices  the 

Radagaifus,    and   would    be  comprehended  yng  and  people,  Agag  and  the  Amalekites 

within  the  circuit  of  the  Roman  lines.  without  a   fymptom   of  compaflion.      The 

«°  See   Zofimus,    1.  v,  p.   331.  and  the  bloody  aftor  is  lefs  deteftable  than  the  cool 

chronicles  of  Profper  and  Marcellinus.  unfeeling  hiflorian. 


Olympiodorus  (apud  Photium,  p.  iSo.) 


price 
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CHAP,    price  of  as  many  fingle  pieces  of  gold  :  but  the  difterence  of  food 

< v-m.mJ    and  climate  fwept  away  great  numbers  of  thofe  unhappy  ftrangers  ; 

and  it  was  obferved,  that  the  inhuman  purchafers,  inftead  of  reaping 
the  fruits  of  their  labour,  were  foon  obliged  to  provide  the  expence 
of  their  interment.  Stilicho  informed  the  emperor  and  the  fenatc 
of  his  fuccefs ;  and  deferved,  a  fecond  time,  the  glorious  title  of  De- 
liverer of  Italy  ". 
The  remain-  The  fame  of  the  vidory,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  miracle,  has 
Germans  in-  cncouraged  a  vain  perfuafion,  that  the  whole  army,  or  rather  na- 
^^%^^qI'  tion,  of  Germans,  who  migrated  from  the  ftiores  of  the  Baltic,  mi- 
£)ecember3i.  ferably  periflied  under  the  walls  of  Florence.  Such  indeed  was  the 
fate  of  Radagaifus  himfelf,  of  his  brave  and  faithful  companions, 
and  of  more  than  one-third  of  the  various  multitude  of  Sueves  and 
Vandals,  of  Alani  and  Burgundians,  who  adhered  to  the  flandard  of 
their  general  '*.  The  union  of  fuch  an  army  might  excite  our  fur- 
prife,  but  the  c^ufes  of  feparation  are  obvious  and  forcible  ;  the 
pride  of  birth,  the  infolence  of  valour,  the  jealoufy  of  command, 
the  impatience  of  fubordination,  and  the  obftinate  conflidl  of  opi- 
nions, of  interefts,  and  of  paflions,  among  fo  many  kings  and  war- 
riors, who  were  untaught  to  yield,  or  to  obey.  After  the  defeat  of 
Radagaifus,  two  parts  of  the  German  hoft,w^hich  muft  have  exceeded 
the  number  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  ftill  remained  in  arms, 
between  the  Apennine  and  the  Alps,  or  between  the  Alps  and  the 
Danube.  It  is  uncertain  whether  they  attempted  to  revenge  the 
death  of  their  general ;  but  their  irregular  fury  was  foon  diverted  by 

'f  And  Claudian's  miife^  was  (he  afleepi'  worthily   furnamed    the    fourth  founder   of 

had  fhe  been  ill  paid  ?    Methinks  thefeventh  Rome. 

confulfhip  of  Honorlus  (A.  D.  407.)  would         "*  A  luminous  pafTage  of  Profper's  Chro- 

have  furnilhed   the  fubjeft  of  a  noble  poem,  nicle,   "  In  tres  fartcs,  per  diuerfos  principes. 

Before  it  was  difcovered  that  the  flate  could  "  di'vifus  exercitus,"    reduces  the  miracle  of 

no  longer  be  faved,  Stilicho  (after  Romulus,  Florence,  and  connects  the  hiftory  of  Italy, 

iCamillus,    and  Marius)    might   have  been  Gaul,  and  Germacj.    -- 

3  the 
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the  prudence  and  firmnefs  of  Stilicho,  who  oppofed  their  march,  and 
faciUtated  their  retreat ;  who  confidered  the  fafety  of  Rome  and 
Italy  as  the  great  objed  of  his  care,  and  who  facrificed,  witli  too 
much  indifference,  the  wealth  and  tranquillity  of  the  diftant  pro- 
vinces ^'.  The  Barbarians  acquired,  from  the  jundlion  of  feme 
Pannonian  deferters,  the  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
roads ;  and  the  invafion  of  Gaul,  which  Alaric  had  defigned,  was 
executed  by  the  remains  of  the  great  army  of  Radagaifus  ^^ 

Yet  if  they  expected  to  derive  any  afliftance  from  the  tribes  of 
Germany,  who  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  their  hopes  were 
difappointed.  The  Alemanni  preferved  a  ftate  of  inadtive  neutrality  ; 
and  the  Franks  diftinguifhed  their  zeal  and  courage  in  the  defence  of 
the  empire.  In  the  rapid  progrefs  down  the  Rhine,  which  was  the 
firft  adt  of  the  adminiftration  of  Stilicho,  he  had  applied  himfelf, 
with  peculiar  attention,  to  fecure  the  alliance  of  the  v/arlike  Franks, 
and  to  remove  the  irreconcileable  enemies  of  peace  and  of  the  re- 
public. Marcomir,  one  of  their  kings,  was  publicly  convidled,  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  Roman  magiftrate,  of  violating  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties. He  was  fentenced  to  a  mild,  but  diftant,  exile,  in  the  province 
of  Tufcany ;  and  this  degradation  of  the  regal  dignity  W'^s  fo  far 
from  exciting  the  refentment  of  his  fubje£ts,  that  they  punifhed  with 
death  the  turbulent  Sunno,  who  attempted  to  revenge  his  brother  ; 
and  maintained  a  dutiful  allegiance  to  the  princes,  who  were  efta- 


^'  Orofius    and   Jerom   pofitively  charge  ris,  1772.);  an  elaborate  work,  v/hich  I  had 

him  with  inftigating  the   invafion.     "  Exci-  not  the  advantage  of  perufing  till  the  year 

"  tatffi   a  Stilichone    gentes,"    &c.     They  1777.     -^^  ^^'''y  ^s   1771,    I  find  the   fame 

muft  mean  indirealy.     He  faved  Italy  at  the  idea  exprelTed  in  a  rough  draught  of  the  pre- 

expence  of  Gaul.  fent  Hillory.     I  have  fince  obferved  afimilar 

"The  Count  de  Buat  is  fatisfied,  that  the  intimation    in    Mafcou    (viii.    15.).      Such 

Germans   who  invaded  Gaul  were  the  /tua-  agreement,  without  mutual  communication, 

thirds  that  yet  remained  of  the  army  of  Ra-  may  add  fome  weigh:  to  our  common  fen- 

dagaifus.    See  theHiftoire  Anciennedes  Peu-  timent. 
pies  de  I'Europe  (torn.  vii.  p.  87—121.  Pa- 

Vol.  III.  Z                                    bliflied 
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CHAP,    bllfhcd  on  the  throne  by  the  choice  of  Stilicho  *'.     When  the  limits^ 

XXX. 
V.  r-.— ■  '    of  Gaul  and  Germany  were  ihaken  by  the  northern  emigration,  tlie 

Franks  bravely  encountered  the  fingle  force  of  the  Vandals  ;  who, 
regardlefs  of  the  leflbns  of  adverfity,  had  again  feparated  their 
troops  from  the  ftandard  of  their  Barbarian  allies.  They  paid  the 
penalty  of  their  rafhnefs ;  and  twenty  thoufand  Vandals,  with 
their  king  Godigifclus,  were  flain  in  the  field  of  battle.  The  whole 
people  muft  have  been  extirpated,  if  the  fquadrons  of  the  Alani, 
advancing  to  their  relief,  had  not  trampled  down  the  infantry 
of  the  Franks;  who,  after  an  honourable  refiftance,  were  compelled 
to  relinquilh  the  unequal  conteft.  The  vidlorious  confederates  pur- 
fued  their  march,  and  on  the  laft  day  of  the  year,  in  a  feafon  when 
the  waters  of  the  Rhine  were  moft  probably  frozen,  th^y  entered, 
without  oppofition,  the  defencelefs  provinces  of  Gaul.  This  memo- 
rable pafTage  of  the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  the  Alani,  and  the  Burgun- 
•  dians,  who  never  afterwards  retreated,  may  be  confidered  as  the 
fall  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  countries  beyond  the  AJps ;  and 
the  barriers,  which  had  fo  long  feparated  the  favage  and  the  civil- 
ifcd  nations  of  the  earth,  were  from  that  fatal  moment  levelled  with 
the  ground  ''.• 
15efolation  of  While  the  peace  of  Germany  was  fecured  by  the  attachment  of 
A.  d!  407,  ^^^  Franks,  and  the  neutrality  of  the  Alemanni,  the  fubjed:s  of  Rome, 
unconfcious  of  their  approaching  calamities,  enjoyed  the  ftate  of  quiet 
and  profperity,   which   had   feldom   blefled  the   frontiers   of  GauL 

*'                    Provincia  miilbs  good    materials,    which  he  did    not   under- 

Expellet  citius  fafces,  quam  Franci  a  rcges  Hand. 

Quos  dederis.  »3  See  Zofimus  (1.   vi.   p.   373.),   Orofius 

Ciaudian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  i.    2  35,   &c.)   is  (1.  vii.  c.  40.  p.  576),   and  the  Chronicles., 

clear  and  fatisfaftory.   Thefe  kings  of  France  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  9.  p.  165.  in  the 

are  unknown  to  Gregory  of  Tours ;   but  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Hiftorians   of  France) 

author  of  the   Gefta    Francorum    mentions  has  preferved  a  valuable  fragment  of  Rena- 

both  Sunno  and  Marcomir,  and  names   the  tus  Profuturus  Frigeridus,  whofe  three  names 

latter    as    the     father    of   Pharamond    (in  denote  a  Chriftian,  a  Roman  fubjedl,  and  a 

torn.  ii.  p.   543.).     He  feems  to  \vrice  from  Semi-barbarian. 
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Their  flocks  and   herds  were  permitted  to  graze  in  the  paftures  of    C  H  ^  p. 

the  Barbarians;  their  huntfmen  penetrated,  without  fear  or  dan"-er 

into  the  darkeft  recelTes  of  the  Hercynian  wood  *'.  ■  The  banks  of  the 

Rhine  were  crowned,  like  thofe  of  the  Tyber,  with  elegant  houfes 

and  well-cultivated   farms  ;  and  if  a  poet  defcended  the  river,  he 

might  exprefs  his  doubt,  on  which  fide  was  fituated  the  territory  of 

the  Romans  '".  This  fcene  of  peace  and  plenty  was  fuddenly  changed 

into  a  defert;  and  the  profped  of  the  fmoking  ruins  could  alone  diflin- 

guifh  the  folltude  of  nature  from  the  defolation  of  man.     The  flou- 

rifliing  city  of    Mentz    was    furprifed   and  deftroyed;    and    many 

thoufand  Chriftians  were  inhumanly  maflacred  in  the  church.   Worms 

perillied  after  a  long  and  obftinate  fiege  ;  Stralturgh,  Spires,  Rheims, 

Tournay,  Arras,  Amiens,  experienced  the   cruel   oppreflion  of  the 

German  yoke  ;  and   the  conluming  flames  of  war  fpread  from  the 

banks  of  the  Rhine  over  the  greatefl;  part  of  the  feventeen  provinces 

of  Gaul.     That  rich  and  extenfive  country,  as  far  as  the  ocean,   the 

Alps,  and  the  Pyrenees,  was  delivered  to  the  Barbarians,  who  drove 

before  them,  in  a  promifcuous  crowd,  the  bifhop,  the  fenator,  and  the 

virgin,  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  houfes  and  altars".     The  ec- 

clefiafliics,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this   vague  defcription  of 

the  public   calamities,  embraced   the  opportunity  of  exhorting  the 

Chriftians    to   repent  of  the  fms  which  had   provoked  the  Divine 

Juftice,  and  to  renounce  the  perifhable  goods  of  a  wretched  and 

^9  Claudian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  i.  221.  &c.  Oaiidian  is  not  prepared  for  the  ftriift  exa- 

1.  ii.  186.)  defcribes  the  peace  and  profperity  mination  of  our  antiquaries. 

of  the   Gallic   frontier.     The   Abbe  Dubos         ^°  Geminafque  viator 

(Hift.  Critique,  &c.  torn.  i.  p.  174.)   would  Cum  videat  ripas,  qu.-efit  Rumanarequtrat. 

read  ^lia  (a  namelefs  rivulet  of  the  Ardcn-  *'   Jerom,  torn.   i.    p.   93.     See  in  the  ill 

res)  inftead  o{  Albis  ;  and  expatiates  on  the  vol.   of  the   Hiftorians  of  France,    p.    777. 

clanger  of  the   Gallic  cattle  grazing  beyond  782.  the  proper  extradls  from  the, Carmen  de 

the  E/ie.     Foolifh  enough  !  In  poetical  geo-  ProvidentiaDivina,  and  Salvian.     The  ano- 

graphy,  the  Elbe,  and  the  Hercynian,  ii^-  nymous  poet  was  himfelf  a  captive,  with  his 

mfy  any  river,  or  any   wood,  in    Germany,  bifliop  and  fellow-citizens. 

Z  2  deceitful 
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^  ??,.^  ^*    deceitful  world.     But  as  the  Pelagian  controverfy",  which  attempts 
to  found  the  abyfs  of  grace  and  predeftinatlon,  foon  became  the  fe- 
rious  employment  of  the  Latin  clergy  ;    the  Providence  which  had 
decreed,  or  forefeen,  or  permitted,  fuch  a  train  of  moral  and  natural 
evils,  was  raflily  weighed   in   the  imperfed:  and  fallacious  balance 
of  reafon.     The  crimes,  and  the  misfortunes,  of  the  liifFering  peo^ 
pie,  were  prefumptuoufly  compared  with  thofe  of  their  anceftors; 
and    they    arraigned   the    Divine  juftice,    which    did    not    exempt 
from  the  common  deftrudlion  the  feeble,  the  guiltlefs,  the  infant  por- 
tion of  the   human  fpecies,     Thefe   idle  difputants  overlooked   the 
invariable  laws  of  nature,  which  have  connected  peace  with  inno- 
cence, plenty  with  induftry,  and  fafety  with  valour.     The  timid  and 
felfifn  policy  of  the  court  of  Ravenna  might  recal  the  Palatine  legions 
for  the  protedtion  of  Italy ;  the  remains  of  the  llatlonary   troops 
might  be  unequal  to  the  arduous  tailc  ;  and  the  Barbarian  auxiliaries 
might  prefer  the  unbounded  licence  of  fpoil  to  the  benefits  of  a  mo- 
derate and  regular  ftipend.     But  the  provinces  of  Gaul  were  filled 
with  a  numerous  race  of  hardy  and  robuft  youth,  who,  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  houfes,  their  families,   and   their  altars,  if  they  had 
dared  to  die,  would  have  deferved  to  vanquilh.     The  knowledge  of 
their  native  country  would  have  enabled  them  to  oppofe  continual 
and  infuperable  obftacles  to  the   progrefs  of  an  invader;  and  the 
deficiency  of  the  Barbarians,  in  arms  as  well  as  in  difcipline,  removed 
the  only  pretence  which  excufes  the  fubmiffion  of  a  populous  coun- 
try to  the  inferior  numbers  of  a  veteran  army.     When  France  was 
invaded  by  Charles  the  Fifth,  he  enquired  of  a  prifoner,  how  many 
days  Paris  might  be  diftant  from  the  frontier  ;  "  Perhaps  twelve^  but 

*'  The  Pelagian  do&ine,  wliich  was    firft  Greek  church  was  favourable  to  his  adverfa- 

agit'iedA.  D.  405,  was  condemned,  in    the  ries ;  and  (what  is  fingular  enough)  the  peo- 

fpace  of  ten  years,  <;at  Rome  and    Carthage,  pie  did  not  take  any  part  in  a  difpute  which 

St.  Auguftin  fought  and  conquered:  but  the  they  could  not  underlland. 

"  thej 
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"  they  win  be  days  of  battle*'':"  fuch  wps  the  gallant  anfwer  which    Chap. 
checked  the  arrogaace  of  that  ^imbitiaus  jxriace.     The  fubjecls  of 


u 


Honorius,  aad  thofe  of  Francis  I.,  were  animated  by  a  very  difierent 
fpixit ;  and  in  lefs  than  two  yeoirs,  the  divided  troops  of  ihe  favages 
of  the  Baltic,  whofe  numbers,  were  they  fairly  ilated,  would  appear 
contemptible,  advanced,  without  a  combat,  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrc- 
na:an  mountains. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Honorius,  the  vigilance  of  Stilicho  Revolt  of  the 
had  fuccefsfully  guarded  the  remote  illand  of  Britain  from  her  Incef-  A.  D.  '407.' 
fant  enemies  of  the  ocean,  the  mountains,  and  the  Iriih  coaft  '^  But 
thofe  reftlefs  Barbarians  could  not  negled  the  fair  opportunity  of  the 
Gothic  war,  when  the  walls  and  ftatlons  of  the  province  were  ftripped 
of  the  Roman  troops.  If  any  of  the  legionaries  were  permitted 
to  return  from  the  Italian  expedition,  their  faithful  report  of  the 
court  and  charadier  of  Honorius  muft  have  tended  to  dlfiblve  the 
bonds  of  allegiance,  and  to  exafperate  the  feditious  temper  of  the 
Britilh  army.  The  fpirlt  of  revolt,  which  had  formerly  difturbed 
the  age  of  Gallienus,  v/as  revived  by  the  capricious  violence  of  the 
foldiers ;  and  the  unfortunate,  perhaps  the  ambitious,  candidates, 
who  were  the  objecSls  of  their  choice,  were  the  Inftruments,  and  at 
length  the  vid:ims,  of  their  paffion  '\  Marcus  was  the  firft  whom 
they  placed  on  the  throne,  as  the  lawful  emperor  of  Britain,  and  of 

'^  See  theMemoires  de  Guillaume  du  Bel-  tant  in  the  ninth  century,  rr.ufihave  contaia- 
lay,  1.  vi.  In  French,  the  original  reproof  is  ,  ed  as  many  thoufand  lies;  yet  we  may  be- 
lefs  obvious,  and  more  pointed,  from  the  lieve,  that,  in  one  of  thel'e  Iri£h  inroads,  the 
double  fenfe  of  the  word yo«rf//e,  which  alike  future  apoille  was  led  away  captive  (Ullier, 
iignifies,  a  day's  travel,  or  a  battle,  Antiquit.  Ecclef  Britann.  p.  431.  and  Til- 
s' Claudian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  ii.  250.).  It  lemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xvi.  p.  456. 
isfuppofcd,  that  the  Scots  of  Ireland  invaded,  782,  &c.). 

by  fea,  the  whole  weftern  coaft  of  Britain  :  and         '''■  The  Britiili  ufurpers  are  taken  from  Zo- 

fome  flight  credit  may  be  given  even  to  Nen-  fimus  (1.  vi.   p.  371  —  375-)'  Oi'ofius   (1.   vii. 

nius  and  the  Irifh  traditions  (Carte's  Hift.  of  c.  40.  p.  5:6,    577. )>    Olyrnjiiodoriis  (apad 

England,  vol.  i.  p.    i6g.      Whitaker's  Ge-  Photiiini,    p.    iSo,    181.),    the    ecchfi.ulical 

nuine  Hiftory  of  the  Britons,  p.  199.).    The  hillorians,  and  the  Chronicles,     The  Latins 

fixty-fLX  lives  of  St.  Patrick,  which  were  ex-  are  ignorant  of  Marcus. 
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the  Weft.  They  violated,  by  the  hafty  murder  of  Marcus,  the  oath 
of  fidelity  which  they  had  impofed  on  themfelves  ;  and  their  difap- 
probation  of  his  manners  may  feem  to  infcribe  an  honourable  epi- 
taph on  his  tomb.  Gratian  was  the  next  whom  they  adorned  with 
the  diadem  and  the  purple ;  and,  at  the  end  of  four  months,  Gra- 
tian experienced  the  fate  of  his  predeceflbr.  The  memory  of  the 
great  Conftantine,  whom  the  Britifti  legions  had  given  to  the  church 
and  to  the  empire,  fuggefted  the  lingular  motive  of  their  third  choice. 
They  difcovered  in  the  ranks  a  private  foldier  of  the  name  of  Con- 
ftantine ;  and  their  impetuous  levity  had  already  feated  him  on  the 
throne,  before  they  perceived  his  incapacity  to  fuftain  the  weight  of 
that  glorious  appellation  ".  Yet  the  authority  of  Conftantine  was  lefs 
precarious,  and  his  government  was  more  fuccefsful,  than  the  tran- 
fient  reigns  of  Marcus  and  of  Gratian.  The  danger  of  leaving  his 
ina6tive  troops  in  thofe  camps,  which  had  been  twice  polluted  with 
blood  and  fedition,  urged  him  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  Weftern 
provinces.  He  landed  at  Boulogne  with  an  inconfiderable  force ; 
and  after  he  had  repofed  himfelf  fome  days,  he  fummoned  the  cities 
of  Gaul,  which  had  efcaped  the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians,  to  acknow- 
ledge their  lawful  foverelgn.  They  obeyed  the  fummons  without 
re!u£tance.  The  negledt  of  the  court  of  Ravenna  had  abfolved  a 
deferted  people  from  the  duty  of  allegiance  ;  their  adtual  diftrefs  en- 
couraged them  to  accept  any  circumftances  of  change,  without  appre- 
henfion,  and,  perhaps,  with  fome  degree  of  hope ;  and  they  might 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  troops,  the  authority,  and  even  the 
name  of  a  Roman  emperor,  who  fixed  his  refidence  in  Gaul,  would 
proted:  the  unhappy  country  from  the  rage  of  the  Barbarians.  The 
firft  fuccefles  of  Conftantine  againft  the  detached  parties  of  the  Ger-' 


^5  Cum  in  Conflantino  i/tconfiantiam  .  .  .  Yet  Sidonius  might  be  tempt«d,  by  fo  fair  a 
execrarentur  (Sidonius  ApoUinaris,  1.  v.  pun,  to  ftigmatife  a  prince,  who  had  dif- 
fipift.  9.  p.    139.    edit,    fecund.    Sirmond.).     graced  his  grandfather. 


mans. 
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mans,  were  magnified  by  the  voice  of  adulation  into  fplendid  and    ^  H  A  P, 
decilive   vidtories  ;  which  the  re-union  and  infolcnce  of  the  enemy         -,-  _f 
foon  reduced  to  their  juft  value.     His  negociations  procured  a  fhprt 
and  precarious  truce  ;   and  if  fome  tribes  of  the  Barbarians  were  en- 
gaged, by  the  liberality  of  his  gifts  and  promifes,  to  under-take  the 
defence  of  the  Rhine,  thefe  expenfive  and  uncertain  treaties,  inftead 
of  refloring  the  priftine  vigour  of  the  Gallic  frontier,  ferved  only 
to  difgrace  the  majefty  of  the   prince,  and  to  exhauft  what  yet  re- 
mained of  the   treafures  of  the  republic.     Elated  however  with  this 
Imaginary^  triumph,  the   vain  deliverer  of  Gaul  advanced   into  the 
provinces  of  the  South,  to  encounter  a  more  preffing  and  perfonal 
danger.     Sarus   the   Goth  was  ordered  to  lay  the  head  of  the  rebel 
at  the  feet  of  the  emperor  Honorius  ;  and  the  forces  of  Britain  and 
-Italy  were  unworthily  confumed  in  this  domeftic  quarrel.    After  the 
lofs  of  his  two  braveft  generals,  Juftinian  and  Nevigaftes,  the  former 
of  whom  was   flain   in   the   field  of  battle,  the  latter  in  a  peaceful  " 
but  treacherous  interview,  Conftantine   fortified ,  himfelf  within   the 
walls  of  Vienna.     The  place  was  inefTedtually  attacked  feven  days  ; 
and  the  Imperial  army  fiipported,  in  a  precipitate  retreat,  the  igno- 
miny of  purchafing  a  fecure   paflage  from  the  freebooters  and  out- 
laws of  the  Alps  '\     Thofe  mountains  now  feparated  the  dominions 
of  two  rival  monarchs :  and  the  fortifications  of  the  double  frontier 
were  guarded  by  the  troops  of  the  empire,  whofe  arms  would  have 
been  more  ufefully  employed  to  maintain  the  Roman  limits  againft 
the  Barbarians  of  Germany  and  Scythia. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  ambition  of  Conftantine  might  He  reduces 
be  juftified  by  the  proximity  of  danger  ;  but  his  throne  was  foon  a^D.'  408, 
eftablifhed  by  the   conqueft,  or  rather  fubmiffion,  of  Spain ;  which 


5'  Bagauda  is  the  name  which  Zofimus  tique,  torn.  i.  p.  203.  and  this  Hiftory,  vol. 
applies  to  them  ;  perhaps  they  deferved  a  i.  p.  429.  third  edit.)-  We  (hall  hear  of  them 
lefs  odious  charadler  (fee  Dubos,  Hilt.  Cri-     again. 

yielded 
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CHAP,    yielded  to  the  influence  of  regular  and  habitual  fubordination,  and 

XXX, 

\ ^-Lj    received  the  laws  and  magiftrates  of  the  Gallic  prsefedture.    The  only 

oppofition  which  was   made  to  the  authority  of  Conftantine,  pro- 
ceeded not  fo  much  from  the  powers  of  government,  or  the  fpirit  of 
the  people,  as   from  the  private  zeal   and   intereft  of  the  family  of 
Theodofius.     Four  brothers'"  had  obtained,  by  the  favour  of  their 
kinfman,  the   deceafed    emperor,  an  honourable  rank,   and   ample 
poflefTions,  in  their  native  country :  and  the  grateful  youths  refolved 
to  rifk  thofe  advantages  in  the  fervice  of  his  fon.     After  an  unfuc- 
cefsfiil  effort  to  maintain  their  ground  at  the  head  of  the  ftationary 
iroops  of  Lufitania,  they  retired  to  their  eftates  ;  where  they  armed 
and  levied,  at  their  own  expence,  a  confiderable  body  of  flaves  and 
dependents,  and  boldly  marched  to  occupy  the  ftrong  pofls  of  the 
Pyrennean  mountains.     This  domeftic  infurredion  alarmed  and  per- 
plexed the  favereign  of  Gaul  and  Britain  ;  and  he  was  compelled  to 
negociate  with  feme  troops  of  Barbarian  auxiliaries,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Spaniih  war.     They  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Hono- 
rians  '^ ;  a  name  which  might  have  reminded  them  of  their  fidelity 
to  their  lawful  fovereign  ;  and  if  it  fhould  candidly  be  allowed  that 
the  Scots  were  influenced  by  any  partial  affe(3:ion  for  a  Britifh  prince, 
the  Moors  and  the  Marcomamti  could  be  tempted  only  by  the  pro- 
fufe  liberality  of  the  ufurper,  who  difiributed  among  the  Barbarians 
the  military,  and  even  the  civil,  honours  of  Spain,     The  nine  bands 
of  Honorians,  which  may  be  eaffly  traced  on  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Weftern  empire,    could  not  exceed  the   number  of  five  thoufand 
men  ;  yet  this  inconfiderable  force  was  fufl^cient  to  terminate  a  war, 

"'  Verinlanus,  Didymus,  Theodefius,  and  twoof  Marcomanni,  the  Vidlores,  the  Afcarii, 

tagodius,  who,  in  modern  courts,  would  be  and    the   Gallicani   (Notitia   Imperii,    feft. 

ftyled  princes  of  the  blood,  were  not  diflin-  xxxviii.  edit.  Lab.).     They  were  part  of  the 

guiflied  by  any  rank  or  prii  ileges  above  the  fixty-five  Auxilia  Palatina,  and  are  properly 

reft  of  their  fellow'fufcjeds.  ftyled,    £»  t,  «i„\,;  Ta*£.5,    by  Zofimus   (1.  vi. 

*' Thefe//!!»cin'««/,  or/fcwjv'aa',  confiftedof  p.  371.). 
two  bands  ofScots,  or  Attacotti,  two  of  Moors, 

which 
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wliicli  had  threatened  the  power  and  ilifety  of  Conftantinc.     The    ^  R'  ,\  '^- 

Tuftic  army  of  the   Theodofiaii  family  wa«   fiiriounded    and    de-    "w_v 1 

ftroyed  in.  the  Pyrenees:  two  of  the  brothers  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  efcape  by  fea  to  Italy,  or  the  Eaft;  the  other  two,  after 
an  interval  of  fufpence,  were  executed  at  Aries  ;  and  if  Honorius 
could  remain  infenfible  of  the  public  difgrace,  he  might  perhaps  be 
affected  by  the  perfonal  misfortunes  of  his  generous  kinfmen.  Such 
were  the  feeble  arms  which  decided  the  polTeflion  of  the  Weftern 
provinces  of  Europe,  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  columns  of 
Hercules.  The  events  of  peace  and  war  have  undoubtedly  been 
diminifhed  by  the  narrow  and  iinperfedt  view  of  the  hiftorians  of 
the  times,  who  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  caufes,  and  of  the 
eftefts,  of  the  moft  important  revolutions.  But  the  total  decay  of 
the  national  ftrength  had  annihilated  even  the  laft  refource  of  a  de- 
fpotic  government ;  and  the  revenue  of  exhaufted  provinces  could  no 
longer  purchafe  the  military  fervice  of  a  difcontented  and  pufilla- 
iiimous  people. 

The  poet,  whofe  flattery  has  afcribed  to  the  Roman  eagle  the  Neg:oeiatioi^ 
victories  of  Pollentia  and  Verona,  purfues  the  hafty  retreat  of  Alaric,   sdikho, 
from  the  confines  of  Italy,  with  a  horrid  train  of  Imaginary  fpedlres,      'g^  "  '^^^"^ 
fuch  as  might  hover  over  an  army  of  Barbarians,  which  was  almoft 
exterminated  by  war,  famine,  and  difeafe  ".     In  the  courfe  of  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  the  king  of  the  'Goths  muft  indeed  have  fuf- 
tained  a  confiderable  lofsj  and  his  .haraffed  forces  required   an  in- 
terval of  repofe  to  recruit  their  numbers,  and  revive  their  confidence. 
Adverfity  had  exercifed,  and  difplayed,  the  genius   of  Alaric ;   and 
the  fame  of  his  valour  invited,  to  the  Gothic  ftandard,  the  "braveft 
.of  the   Barbarian  warriors;  who,  from  the  Euxine  to  the  Rhine, 

^  — —  Comitatur  euntem  Lu^us  ;     et    inferni    llridentes     agmine 

Pallor,  et  atra  fames ;   et  faucia  lividus  morbi. 

ora  Claudian  in  vi  Conf.  Hon.  xz\,kc. 

Vol.  Ill,  A  a  ^verc 
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C  HA  P.    ■were  agitated  by  the  defire  of  rapine  and  conquefl.    He  had  deferved 
the  efteem,  and  he  i'oon   accepted  the  friendfliip,  of  Stilicho  him- 
felf.     Renouncing  the  fervice   of  the   emperor  of  the  Eail,  Alaric 
concluded,  with  the  court  of  Ravenna,  a  treaty  of  peace   and   al- 
liance, by  which    he   was   declared   mafter-general   of  the  Roman 
armies  throughout  the  prxfedure  of  Illyricum ;  as  it  was  claimed, 
according  to  the  true  and  ancient  limits,  by  the   minifter  of  Ho- 
norius  "'\     The  execution  of  the  ambitious  defign,  which  was  either 
flipulated,  or  implied,  in  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  appears  to  have 
been  fufpehded  by  the  formidable  irruption  of  Radagaifus ;  and  the 
neutrality  of  the  Gothic  king  may  perhaps  be  compared  to  the  in- 
difference^ of  C,i:far,    who,    in  the  confpiracy  of  Catiline,    refufed 
either  to  affift,  or  to  oppofe,  the  enemy  of  the   republic.     After  the 
defeat  of  the  Vandals,  Stilicho  refumed  his  pretenfions  to  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Eaft  ;  appointed  civil  magiftrates  for  the  adminifbration 
of  jufbice,  and  of  the  finances  ;  and  declared  his  impatience  to  lead, 
to  the  gates   of  Conflantinople,   the  united  armies  of  the   Romans 
and  of  the  Goths.     The  prudence  however  of  Stilicho,  his  averfion 
to  civil   war,  and   his  perfe£h  knowledge  of   the    weaknefs'of  the 
ftate,  may   countenance   the  fufpicion,  that   domeftic   peace,  rather 
than  foreign  conqueft,  was  the  objedt  of  his  policy ;  and,  that  his 
principal  care  was  to  employ  the  forces  of  Alaric  at  a  diflance  from,- 
Italy.     This   defign   could   not  long  cfcape   the  penetration   of  the 
Gothic   king,  who  continued   to   hold   a  doubtful,    and  perhaps  a 
treacherous,  correfpondence  with  the  rival  courts ;  who  protracied,. 
like   a   difiatisfied  mercenaiy,  his  languid  operations  in  Thefialy  and 
Epirus,  and  who  foon  returned  to  claim  the  extravagant  reward  of  his. 
inefFedual  fervices.  From  his  camp  near  ^mona  "",  on  the  confines  of 

Italy,, 

'°°  Thefe  dark  tranfsiSlions  are  iijveftigated     whofe  laborious  accuracy  may  fometimes  fa- 
by  the  Count  de  Buat  (Hifl.  des  Peuples  de     tigue  a  fuperficial  reader. 
I'Europe,  torn.  vii.  c.iii-viii.  p.  69— 206.},        *"  See  Zofimus,  1,  v.  p,  334,  335.      He^ 

interrupts 
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Italy,  he  tranfmitted  to  the  emperor  of  the  Weft,  a  long  account  of  C  H  A  P. 
promifes,  of  expences,  and  of  demands  ;  called  for  immediate  fatif-  ^^.-y— „< 
fadtion,  and  clearly  intimated  the  confequences  of  a  refufal.  Yet  if 
his  conduct  was  hoftile,  his  language  was  decent  and  dutiful.  He 
humbly  profelTed  himfelf  the  friend  of  Stilicho,  and  the  foldier  of 
Honorius  ;  offered  his  perfon  and  his  troops  to  march,  without  de- 
lay, againfl  the  ufurper  of  Gaul  ;  and  folicited,  as  a  permanent  re- 
treat for  the  Gothic  nation,  the  pofleffion  of  fome  vacant  province 
of  the  Weftern  empire. 

The  political  and  fecret  tranfadions  of  two  flatefmen,  who  labour-  Debates  of 
ed  to  deceive  each  other  and  the  world,  muft  for  ever  have  been  fenate""^*" 
concealed  in  the  impenetrable  darknefs  of  the  cabinet,  if  the  debates  ^'  ^'  '^°^* 
of  a  popular  aflembly  had  not  thrown  fome  rays  of  light  on  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  Alaric  and  StUicho.  The  neceflity  of  finding  fome 
artificial  fupport  for  a  government,  which,  from  a  principle,  not  of 
moderation,  but  of  weaknefs,  was  reduced  to  negociate  with  its  own 
fubjedls,  had  infenfibly  revived  the  authority  of  the  Roman  fenate  : 
and  the  minifter  of  Honorious  refpedfully  confulted  the  legiflative 
council  of  the  republic.  Stilicho  aflembled  the  fenate  in  the  palace 
of  the  Csefars  ;  reprefented,  in  a  ftudied  oration,  the  adual  ftate  of 
affairs ;  propofed  the  demands  of  the  Gothic  king,  and  fubmitted 
to  their  confideration  the  choice  of  peace  or  war.  The  fenators,  as 
if  they  had  been  fuddenly  awakened  from  a  dream  of  four  hundred 
years,  appeared  on  this  important  occafion  to  be  infpired  by  the 
courage,  rather  than  by  the  wifdom,  of  their  predeceflbrs.  They 
loudly  declared,  in  regular  fpeeches,  or  in  tumultuary  acclamations, 
that  it  was  unworthy  of  the  majefty  of  Rome,  to  purchafe  a  preca- 

interrupts  his  fcanty  narrative,  to  relate  the  1.   ix.    c.   4.)    and    Socrates   (I.  vii.  c.  10.) 

fable   of  ^mona,    and    of  the   fliip   Argo ;  caft  a  pale  and  doubtful  light  ;    and  Orofius 

which  was  drawn  over  land  from  that  place  (1.  vii.  c.  38.  p.  571-)  is  abominably  partial, 
to  the   Hadriatic.     Sozomen  (1.  viii.  c.  25. 

*  A  a  2  rious 
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^  vv V  ^'  i"io"s  and  dlfgraceful  truce  from  a  Barbarian  king ;  and  that,  In  the 
judgment  of  a  magnanimous  people,  the  chance  of  ruin  v/as  always 
preferable  to  the  certainty  of  diflionour.  The  minifter,  whofe  pa- 
cific intentions  were  feconded  ordy  by  the  voices  of  a  few  fervile  and 
venal  followers,  attempted  to  allay  the  general  ferment,  by  an  apo- 
logy for  his  own  condu£l,  and  even  for  the  demands  of  the  Gothic 
prince.  "  The  payment  of  a  fubfidy,  which  had  excited  the  indig- 
*'  nation  of  the  Romans,  ought  not  (fuch  was  the  language  of  Sti- 
*'  licho)  to  be  confidered  in  the  odious  light,  either  of  a  tribute,  or 
*'  of  a  ranfom,  extorted  by  the  menaces  of  a  Barbarian  enemy. 
*'  Alaric  had  faithfully  afferted  the  juft  pretenfions  of  the  republic  to 
"  the  provinces  which  were  ufurped  by  the  Greeks  of  Conftantinople: 
"  he  modeftly  required  the  fair  and  ftipulated  recompence  of  his 
**  fervices  ;  and  if  he  had  defifted  from  the  profecution  of  his  enter- 
"  prife,  he  had  obeyed,  in  his  retreat,  the  peremptory,  though 
"  private,  letters  of  the  emperor  himfelf.  Thefe  contradidory  or- 
*'  ders  (he  would  not  dlffemble  the  errors  of  his  own  family)  had 
"  been  procured  by  the  interceffion  of  Serena.  The  tender  piety  of 
*'  his  wife  had  been  too  deeply  affefted  by  the  difcord  of  the  royal 
"  brothers,  the  fons  of  her  adopted  father ;  and  the  fentiments  of 
"  nature  had  too  eafily  prevailed  over  the  ftern  diftates  of  the  public 
"  welfare."  Thefe  oftenfihle  reafons,  which  fointly  difguife  the 
obfcure  intrigues  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  were  fupported  by  the 
authority  of  Stilicho  ;  and  obtained,  after  a  warm  debate,  the  reluc- 
tant approbation  of  the  fenate.  The  tumult  of  virtue  and  freedom 
fubfidcd  ;  and  the  fum  of  four  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  was  granted, . 
under  the  name  of  a  fubfidy,  to  fecure  the  peace  of  Italy,  and  to 
conciliate  the  friendlhip  of  the  king  of  the  Goths.  Lampadius  alone, 
one  of- the  moft  illuftrious  members  of  the  afTembly,  flill  perfifted  in 
^is  diflerft ;  exclaimed  with  a  loud  voice,  "  This  is  not  a  treaty  cf 


a 
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**  peace,  but  of  fervitude  '";"  and  efcaped  the  danger  of  fudi  bold    ^  ^5  A  P. 

oppofition    by  immediately  retiring  to  the  fandtuary  of  a  Chridian    < s^— — / 

church. 

But  the  reign  of  Stilicho  drew  towards  its  end  ;  and   the  proud  Int'igufs  of 

.  .  .  ,  the  palace, 

minifter  might  perceive  the  fymptoms  of  his  approaching  difgi-ace.   A.  D  408, 
The  generous  boldaefs  of  Lampadius  had   been   apphiudcd  ;  and  the 
fenate,  fo  patiently  refigned  to  a  long  fervitude,  reje£led  with  dif- 
dain  the  offer  of  invidious  and  imaginary  freedom.     The   troops, 
who  ftill  afiumed  die  name  and  prerogatives  of  the  Roman  legions, 
were  exafperated  by  the  partial  affe<Stion  of  Stilicho  for  the   Barba- 
rians :  and  the  people  imputed  to  the  mifchievous  policy  of  the  mi- 
nifter,   the  public  misfortunes,  which  were  the  natural  confequence , 
of  their  own  degeneracy.    Yet  Stilicho  might  have  continued  to  brave 
the  clamours  of  the  people,  and  even  of  the  foldiers,  if  he  could  have 
maintained  his  dominion  over  the  feeble  mind  of  his  pupil.    But  the 
refpe£tful  attachment  of  Honorius  was  converted  into  fear,  fufpicion, 
and  hatred.     The  crafty  Olympius  '°^,  who  concealed  his  vices  under 
the  mafk  of  Chriftian  piety,  had  iecretly  undermined  the  benefadlor, 
by  whofe  favour  he  was  promoted  to  the  honourable  ofHces  of  the  Im- 
perial palace.     Olympius  revealed  to  the  unfufpe£ling  emperor,  who 
had  attained   the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  that  he  was  without 
weight,  or  authority,  in  his   own  government ;  and  artfully  alarm- 
ed his   timid  and   indolent  difpofition   by   a   lively  pidure   of  the 
defigns    of  Stilicho,  who    already  meditated  the   death   of  his  fo- 
vereign,  with  the  ambitious  hope  of  placing  the  diadem  on  the  head 

'°*  Zofimus,  1.  V.   p.  338,  339.     He  re-  v.   p.    340.)    cxpofes  with  vifible    fatlsfac- 

peats  the  words  of  Lampadius,  as  they  were  tion.     Auguflin  revered  the  piety  of  Olym- 

fpoke  in  Latin,  '•  Non  eft  ifta  pax,   fed  pac-  pius,  whora  he  flyles  a  true  fon  of  the  church 

tio  fervitutis,"   and  then  tranilates  them  into  (Baronius,    Annal.  Ecdef.     A.  D.  408.   N° 

Greek  for  the  benefit  of  his  readers.  19,  &c.    Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiii. 

"^  He  came  from  the  coaft  of  the  Euxine,  p.  467,  468.).     But  thefe  praifes,  which  the 

and  exercifed  a  fplendid  office,  ^ai  «-oa«  Si  rf^-  African   faint  fo  unworthily  beftows,  might 

TEiar   £»  TDK  I3j.(7t\ii;>;   u^<uu.iioc.     His   aflions  proceed,  as  well   from  ignorance,    as  from 

juftify    his   charader,    which    Zofimus    (1,  adulation., 

of 
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C  H  A  P.    of  his  foil  Eucherius.     The  emperor  was  inftlgated,  by  his  new  fa- 

xxx« 
«_— V — —'    vourite,  to  affume  the  tone  of  independent  dignity  ;  and  the  minifter 

was  aftoniflied  to  find,  that  fecret  refolutions  were  formed  in  the 
court  and  council,  which  were  repugnant  to  his  intcreft,  or  to  his 
intentions.  Inflead  of  refiding  in  the  palace  of  Rome,  Honorius  de- 
clared, that  it  was  his  pleafure  to  return  to  the  fecure  fortrefs  of 
Ravenna.  On  the  ifirft  intelligence  of  the  death  of  his  brother  Ar- 
cadius,  he  prepared  to  vilit  Conftantinople,  and  to  regulate,  with  the 
authority  of  a  guardian,  the  provinces  of  the  infant  Theodofius  '°*. 
The  reprefentation  of  the  difficulty  and  expence  of  fuch  a  diftant  ex- 
pedition, checked  this  ftl'ange  and  fudden  fally  'of  adtive  diligence ; 
but  the  dangerous  project  of  fhewing  the  emperor  to  the  camp 
of  Pavia,  which  was  compofed  of  the  Roman  troops,  the  enemies 
of  StiUcho,  and  his  Barbarian  auxiliaries,  remained  fixed  and  un- 
alterable. The  minifter  was  preffed,  by  the  advice  of  his  con- 
fident Juftinian,  a  Roman  advocate,  of  a  lively  and  penetrating 
genius,  to  oppole  a  journey  fo  prejudicial  to  his  reputation  and 
fafety.  His  ftrenuous,  but  ineffedlual,  efforts  confirmed  the  triumph 
of  Olympius ;  and  the  prudent  lawyer  withdrew  himfelf  from  the 
impending  ruin  of  his  patron. 
Difgrace  and  In  the  paflage  of  the  emperor  through  Bologna,  a  mutiny  of 
licho,  the  guards  was  excited  and  appeafed  by  the   fecret  policy  of  Sti- 

Auguft  23/  licho  ;  who  announced  his  inftrudtions  to  decimate  the  guilty,  and 
afcribed  to  his  own  interceffion  the  merit  of  their  pardon.  After 
this  tumult,  Honorius  embraced,  for  the  laft  time,  the  minifter 
whom  he  now  confidered  as  a  tyrant,  and  proceeded  on  his  way  to 
the  camp  of  Pavia ;  where  he  was  received  by  the  loyal  acclama- 
tions of  the  troops  who  were  aflembled  for  the  fervice  of  the  Gallic 

'"*  Zofimus,  !•  V.  p.  338,  339.  Sozomen,  vert  Honorius  from  the  vain  attempt.  The 
I.  ix.  c.  4.  Stilicho  oftered  to  undertake  the  Eaftern  empire  would  not  have  obeyed,  and 
journey  to  Conftantinople,  that  he  might  di-     could  not  have  been  conquered. 

war. 
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war.     On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  he  pronounced,  as  he  had    ^  ^  ^^  ^' 
been  taught,  a  mihtary  oration  in  the  prefence  of  the  foldiers,  whom    '-■     »/       ■' 
the   charitable   vifits,  and  artful   difcourfes,   of  Olympius   had  pre- 
pared to  execute  a  dark  and  bloody  confpiracy.     At  the  firft  fignal, 
they  maffacred   the   friends  of  Stilicho,  the  moft  illuftrious  officers 
of  the   empire  ;  two   praetorian  praefedts,    of  Gaul,   and   of  Italy  ; 
two  mafters-gencral,    of  the  cavahy,  and  infantry  ;  the  mafter   of 
the  offices ;  the   quneftor,  the  treafurer,  and  the   count   of  the   do- 
meftics.     Many  lives  were  loft  ;   many  houfes  were  plundered  ;  the 
furious  fedition  continued  to  rage  till  the  clofe  of  the  evening  ;  and 
the  trembling  emperor,  who  was  feen  in  the  ftreets  of  Pavia,  without 
his  I'obes  or  diadem,   yielded   to  the  perfuafions  of  his'  favourite; 
condemned  the  memory  of  the  flain ;  and  folemnly  approved  the  in- 
nocence and  fidelity  of  their  affiiffins.     The  intelligence  of  the  maf- 
facre  of  Pavia  filled  the  mind  of  Stilicho  with  juft  and  gloomv  ap- 
prehenfions :   and  he  inftantly  fummoned,  in  the  camp  of  Bologna,. 
a  council  of  the  confederate  leaders,  who  w^ere  attached  to  his  fervice, 
and  v\-ouId  be  involved  in  his  ruin.     The   impetuous   voice   of  the 
affembly  called  aloud  for  arms,  and  for  revenge  ;  to  march,  without 
a  moment's  delay,  under  the  banners  of  a  hero,  whom  they  had  fo 
often  followed  to  vidory ;  to   furprife,  to  opprefs,  to  extirpate  the 
guilty  Olympius,    and  his  degenerate  Romans  ;   and  perhaps  to  fix 
the  diadem  on  the  head  of  their  injured  general.     Inftead  of  execut- 
ing a  relblution,  which  mig'it  have  been  juftified  by  fuccefs,  Stilicho 
hefitated  till  he  was  irrecoverably  loft.     He  was  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
fate  of  the  emperor ;  he  diftrufted  the  fidelity  of  his  own  party  ;   and 
he  viewed  with  horror  the  fatal  confequences  of  arming  a  crowd  of 
licentious  Barbarians,  againft  the  foldiers  and  people  of  Italy.     The 
confederates,  impatient    of  his   timorous   and   doubtful    delay,   haf- 
tily   retired,   with    fear  and    indignation.       At   the   hour   of  mid- 
night, Sarus,  a  Gothic  warrior,  renowned  among  the  Barbarians 
2  theinfelves 
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C  H  A  F.    t'nemfelv^s  for  his  ftrengtli  and  valour,  fuddeiily  Invaded  the  carnal 
u- — „ — — '  .of  his  benefador,  plundered  the  baggage,  cut  in  pieces  the  faithful 
JHuns,  wh©  guarded  his  perfon,  and  penetrated  to  the  tent,  where  the 
minifter,  pcnfivc  and  (leeplefs,  meditated  on  the  dangers  of  his  fitu- 
,ation.    rStilicho  efcaped  with  difficulty  from  the  fword  of  the  Goths; 
and,  -after  ifluing  a  hiit  and  generous  admonition  to  tlie  cities  of  Italy, 
,to  ihut  their  gates  againft  the  Barbarians,    his  confidence,  or  his 
.defpair,   urged   him  to   throw  himfelf  into  Ravenna,    which  was 
•already  in  the  abfolute  pofTefTion  of  his  enemies.     Olympius,  v/ho 
had    aflumed    th-e    dominion    of   Honorius,    was    fpeedily    inform- 
ed, that   his   rival   had  embraceti,   as   a  fuppliant,   the  altar  of  the 
Chriftian  church.      Tlie  bafe  and  cruel  difpofition   of  the  hypocrite 
.was  incapable  of  pity  or  remorfe ;  but  he  pioufly  affefted  to  elude, 
rather  than  to  violate,  the  privilege  of  the  fandluary.       Count  He- 
raclian,  with  a  troop  of  foldiers,  appeared,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  before 
the  gates  of  the  church  of  Ravenna,     The  bifhop  was  fatisfied  by  a 
folemn  oath,  that  the  Imperial  mandate  only  diredted  them  to  fecure 
-the  perfon  of  Stilicho  :   but,  as  foon  as  the  unfortunate  minifler  had 
been  tempted  beyond  the  holy  threfhold,  he  produced  the  warrant  for 
his  initant  execution.     Stilicho  fupported,  with  calm,  refignation,  the 
injurious  names  of  traitor  and  parricide  ;  repreffed  the  unfeafonable 
zeal  of  his  followers,  who  were  ready  to  attempt  an  ineifedlual  refcue; 
and,   with  a  firmnefs  not  unworthy  of  the  laft  of  the  Roman  ge- 
nerals, fubmitted  his  neck  to  the  fword  of  Heraclian  "'\ 
His  memory         The  fervile  crowd  of  the  palace,  Avho  ha.d  fo  i.  uig  adored  the  for- 
perfecuted.      ^^^^  ^^  Stilicho,  affefted   to  infuit   his  &1)  ;   and   the  moft   diftant 
connexion  with  the  mafter-general  of  ':he  Weft,  which  had  fo  lately 
been  a  title  to  wealth  and  honours,  v.as  ftudioufly  denied,  and  rigor- 

'^5  Z-ofimus  (1.  V.  p.  336 — 34;.)   has  co-  p.  571,   i;72.)»  Sozomen  (1.  ix.  c.  4.),  and 

pioufly,  though  not  clearly,  related  the  dif-  Philoftorgius  (1.  xi.  c.  3.  1.  xii.  c.  2.)>   afford 

g-race  and  death  of  Stilicho.     Oiympiodorus  fupplemental  hints. 
J[apud  Phot.  p.  177. )>  Orofias  {\.  vii.  c.  38.), 

oufly 
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oufly  pimlflicd.     His  family,  united  by   a  triple  alliance  with   the    ^  ' '  /^,  -'• 

family  of  Theodofius,   might   envy   the   condition  of  the   meaneft    ' j--  ■> 

peafant.  The  flight  of  his  fon  Eucherius  was  intercepted  ;  and  the 
death  of  that  innocent  youth  foon  followed  the  divorce  of  Ther- 
mantia,  who  filled  the  place  of  her  fifter  Maria ;  and  who,  like  Maria, 
had  remained  a  virgin  in  the  Imperial  bed  '°^  The  friends  of  Stili- 
cho,  who  had  efcaped  the  maflacre  of  Pavia,  were  perfecuted  by  the 
implacable  revenge  of  Olympius  ;  and  the  mofl  cxquifite  cruelty  was 
employed  to  extort  the  confellion  of  a  treafonable  and  facrilegious 
confpiracy.  They  died  in  filence  :  their  firmnefs  juftified  the 
choice  '°',  and  perhaps  abfolved  the  innocence  of  their  patron ;  and 
the  defpotic  power,  which  could  take  his  life  without  a  trial,  and 
ftigmatife  his  memory  without  a  proof,  has  no  jurifdi£lion  over  the 
impartial  fuffrage  of  pofterity  '°^  The  fervices  of  Stilicho  are  great 
and  manifefl; ;  his  crimes,  as  they  are  vaguely  ftated  in  the  language 
of  flattery  and  hatred,  are  obfcure,  at  leaf!:,  and  improbable.  About 
four  months  after  his  death,  an  edidl  was  publlfhed,  in  the  name  of 
Honorius,  to  reftore  the  free  communication  of  the  two  empires, 
which  had  been  fo  long  interrupted  by  the  public  enemy  '°°.  The  mini- 
fter,  -wrhofe  fame  and  fortune  depended  on  the  profperity  of  the  ftate, 
was  accufed  of  betraying  Italy  to  the  Barbarians ;  whom  he  repeat- 
edly vanquifhed  at  Pollentia,  at  Verona,  and  before  the  walls  of 
Florence.     His  pretended  defign  of  placing  the  diadem  on  the  head 

'°*  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  33J.     The  marriage  a  feeble  prince,    the  bed-chamber   was  not 

cf  a   Chriftian   with  two  fillers,    fcandalifes  able  to  fecure  him, 

Tillemont  (Hiil.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.         ""  Orofius   (1.  vii.  c.  38.   p.   571,  572.) 

557.);  who  expefls,  in  vain,  that  pope  In-  feems  to  copy  the  falfe  and  furious  maniteftos, 

iiocent  I.  fhould  have  done  fomething  in  the  which  were  difperfed  througii  the  provinces  ' 

way,  either  of  cenfure,  or  of  difpenfation.  by  the  new  adminiilration. 

'"''  Two  of  his  friends  are  honoijrably  men-         '°'  See   the  Theodofian   Code,  1,  vii.  tit. 

tioned  (Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  346.)  :  Peter,  chief  xvi.  leg.  i.  I.  ix.  tit.  xlii.  leg.  22.     Stilicho 

of  the  fchool  of  notaries,  and  the  great  cham-  is  branded  with  the  name  oi  pnedo  pid'icus, 

berlain  Deutenus.     Stilicho  had   feciired  the  who  employed   his   wealth,  ud  omnem  ditan- 

bed-chamber;  and  it  is  furprifing,  that,  under  dam,  inquietandamiiue  Barbariem, 

Vol.  III.  Bb  of 
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C  H  A  P.    of  }iis  fon  Eucherius,  could  not  have  been  concluded  without  prepa- 

\ — -v '    radons  or   accomplices  ;   and  the  ambitious  father  would  not  furely 

have  left  the  future  emj^eror,  till  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  in 
the  humble  ftation  of  tribune  of  the  notaries.  Even  the  religion  of 
Stilicho  was  an-aigned  by  the  malice  of  his  rival.  The  feafonable, 
and  alrnoft  miraculous,  deliverance  was  devoutly  celebrated  by  the 
applaufe  of  the  clergy ;  who  afTerted,  tliat  the  reftoration  of  idols, 
and  the  perfecution  of  the  church,  would  have  been  the  firft  meafure 
of  the  reign  of  Eucherius.  The  fon  of  Stilicho,  however,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  bofom  of  Chriilianity,  which  his  father  had  uniformly 
profeffed,  and  zealoufly  fupported  "°.  Serena  had  borrov/ed  her  mag- 
nificent necklace  from  the  ftatue  of  Vefta  '"  ;  and  the  Pagans  ex- 
ecrated the  memory  of  the  {acrilegious  minifter,  by  whofe  order  the 
Sybilline  books,  the  oracles  of  Rome,  had  been  committed  to  the 
flames  "^  The  pride  and  power  of  Stilicho  conflituted  his  real  guilt. 
An  honourable  reludtance  to  fhed  the  blood  of  his  countrymen, 
appears  to  have  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  unworthy  rival  ;. 
and  it  is  the  laft  humiliation  of  the  charafter  of  Honorius,  that 
pofterity  has  not  condefcended  to  reproach  him  with  his  bafe  ingra- 
titude to  the  guardian  of  his  youth,  and  the  fupport  of  his  empire. 
Tiie  post  Among  the  train  of  dependents,  whofe   wealth  and  dignity   at- 

traft^d  the  notice  of  their  own  times,  o/ir  cuiiofity  is  excited  bv  the 
celebrated  name  of  the  poet  Claudian,  who   enjoyed   the  favour  of 

'"^  Aiiguftin  himreif  is  fatisfied  with  tlie  41  —  60.)  to  v.'hoin  religious  enthufiafm  has 

effedliiai   laws,    uhicli   Stilicho  had   enacted  diilated  fome  elegant  and  forcible  lines.   Sti- 

againft  heretics  and  idolaters ;  and  which  are  licho  likewife  llripped  the- gold  plates  from 

fhll  extant  in  the  Code.     He  only  applies  to  the  doors  of  the  capitol,  and  read  a  prophe- 

Oly.Tipius   for  their  confirmation   (Baronius,  tic  fentence,  which  was  engraven  under  theai 

Annal.  licclef.  A.  D.  408.  N"  ig.).  (Zofimus,  I.  v.  p.  352.).     7"iefe  are  fooiifli 

'"  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  351.     We   may  ob-  ftories :  yet  the  charge  of /^is;);V{)i  adds  weight 

ferve  the  bad  taAe  of  the  age,  in  dreiljng  their  and  credit  to  the  praife,  which  Zoiimus  re- 

ftatiiej  with  fuch  aukward  finery.  luftantly  bellows,  of  his  virtues. 

*"  See  Rutilius  Numatianus  (Itinerar.l.ii. 

8  Stilicho, 
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Stillcho,  and  was   overwhelmed  in  the  ruin  of  Lis  patron.       The    ^  ':^,^,  ''• 


titular  ofFices  of  tribune  and  notary  fixed  his  rank  in  the  Imperial 
court :  he  was  indebted  to  the  powerful  interceffion  of  Serena  for 
his  marriage  with  a  rich  heirefs  of  the  province  of  Africa  "' ;  and 
the  ilatue  of  Claudian,  erected  in  the  forum  of  Trajan,  was  a  monu- 
ment of  tiie  tafte  and  liberality  of  the  Roman  fenate  "*.  After  the 
praifes  of  Stilicho  became  offenfive  and  criminal,  Claudian  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  enmity  of  a  powerful  and  unforgiving  courtier,  whom 
he  had  provoked  by  the  infolence  of  wit.  He  had  compared,  in  a 
lively  epigram,  the  oppofite  charaders  of  two  Praztorian  pra:fe6ts  of 
Italy  ;  he  contrafts  the  innocent  repofe  of  a  philofopher,  who  fome- 
times  refigned  the  hours  of  bulinefs  to  (lumber,  perhaps  to  ftudy ; 
with  the  interefted  diligence  of  a  rapacious  minifter,  indefatio-able  in 
the  purfuit  of  unjuft,  or  facrilegious  gain.  "  How  happy,  conti- 
*'  nues  Claudian,  how  happy  might  it  be  for  the  people  of  Italy, 
*'  if  Mallius  could  be  conftantly  awake,  and  if  Hadrian  would  al- 
"  ways  deep  '"  !"  The  repofe  of  Mallius  was  not  diflurbed  by  this 
friendly  and  gentle  admonition ;  but  the  cruel  vigilance  of  Hadrian 
watched  the  opportunity  of  revenge,  and  eafily  obtained,  from  the 
enemies  of  Stilicho,  the  trifling  facrifice  of  an  obnoxious  poet.  The 
poet  concealed  himfelf,  however,  during  the  tumult  of  the  revolu- 

"'  At  the  nuptials  of  Orpheus    (a  modefi:  far  fiipcrior  to  Claurfian,  (liould  have   been 

comparifon  !)   ail  the  parts  of  animated   np-  crefted,  during  his  life-time,   by  the  men  of 

{ure  contributed  their  various  gifts ;  and  the  letters,  his  counlrymen,  and  contemporaries, 

gods    thenifelvcs    enriched    their    favourite.  It  was  a  noble  defign  ! 
Claudian   had  neither  flocks,  nor  herds,   nor         "'  See  Epigram  xxx. 
vines,    or  olives.      His    wealthy   bride  was         Mallius  indulgetfomno  noftcfque  diefque  : 
heirefs  to  tliem  all.    But  he  carried  to  Africa,  Inlomnis  Pbarius  facra,  profana,  rapit. 

a  recommendatory  letter  from   Serena,    his         Om^iibus,  hoc,  Italsgentes,  expofcite  votis 
Juno,  and  was  made  happy  (Epift.  ii.  ad  Se-  Mallius  utvigilet,  dormiat  ut  Phaiius. 

renam).  Piadrian  was  a  Pharian  (of  Alexandria).    Sec 

"•••  Claudian  feels  the  honour  like  a  man  his  public  life  in  GoJefrcy,  Cod.   Theodof. 

who  deferved  it  (in  prrefac.  Bell.  Get.).  The  torn.  vi.  p.  364.  Mallius  did  not  always  fleep. 

original  infcription,  on  marble,  ivas  found  at  He  compofed  fome  elegant  dialogues  on  the 

Rome,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  in  the  houfe  Greek  fyftanis  of  natural  philofophy  (Claud, 

of  Pomponius  Lcctus.     The  Itatue  ofapcet,  in  Mall.  Thcodor.  Conf.  61  — 112.). 

R  b   2  ticn  ; 
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CHAP,    t'lon  ;  and,  confultino;  the  didates  of  prudence,  rather  than  of  honour, 
/    he  addi-efled,  in  the  form  of  an  epiftle,  a  fuppliant  and  humble  re- 
cantation to  the  offended  pra-fed.     He  deplores,  in  mournful  ftrains» 
the    fatal  indifcretion   into  which    he  had  been  hurried  by  pafhon 
and  folly ;  fubmits  to  the  imitation   of  his  adverfary,  the  generous 
examples  of  the   clemency  of  gods,   of  heroes,   and  of  lions ;   and 
exprefles  his  hope,  that  the  magnanimity  of  Hadrian  will  not  trample 
on  a  defencelefs  and  contemptible  foe,  already  humbled  by  difgrace 
and  poverty ;  and  deeply  wounded  by  the  exile,  the  tortures,  and 
the  death  of  his  deareft  friends  '".     Whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs 
of  his  prayer,  or  the  accidents  of  his  future  life,  the  period  of  a  few 
years   levelled  in  the  grave  the  minifter  and  the  poet  :   but  the  name 
of  Hadrian  is  almoft  funk  in  oblivion,  while  Claudian  is  read  with 
pleafurein  every  country  which  has  retained,  or  acquired,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Latin  language.     If  we  fairly  balance  his  merits  and  his 
defeds,  we  fliall  acknowledge,  that  Claudian  does  not  either  fatisfy, 
or  filence,  our  reafon.     It  would  not  be  eafy   to  produce  a  paflage 
that   deferves  the  epithet  of  fublime  or  pathetic ;  to  feledl  a  verfe, 
that  melts  the  heart,  or  enlarges  the  imagination.     We  Ihould  vainly 
feek,  iii  the  poems  of  Claudian,  the  happy  invention,  and  artificial 
condud,  of  an  interefting  fable;  or  the  jufl;  and  lively  reprefentation 
of  the  characters  and  fituations  of  real  life.     For  the  fervice   of  his 
patron,  he  publiflied  occafional  panegyrics  and  invedives :  and  the 
defign  of  thefe  flavilh  compofitions  encouraged  his  propenfity  to  ex- 
ceed the  limits  of  truth  and  nature.     Thefe  imperfedions,  however, 
are  compenfated  in  fome  degree  by  the  poetical  virtues  of  Claudian. 
He  was  endowed  with  the  rare  and  precious   talent  of  raifing  the 
meancft,  of  adorning  the  moft  barren,  and  of  diverfifying  the  moft 
fimilar,  topics :  his  colouring,  more  efpecially  in  defcriptive  poetry, 

"*  See  Claudian's  fiift  Epiftle.      Yet,   in  fome  places,  an  air  of  irony  and  indignation 
fcetrays  his  fecret  reluftancc 

,  is. 
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is  foft  and  fplendld  ;  and  he  feldom  fails  to  dlfplay,  and  even  to  CHAP, 
abufe,  tlie  advantages  of  a  cultivated  underftanding,  a  copious  fancy, 
an  eafy,  and  fometimes  forcible,  expreffion  ;  and  a  perpetual  flow 
of  harmonious  verfification.  To  thefe  commendations,  independent 
of  any  accidents  of  time,  and  place,  v/c  mufl;  add  the  peculiar  merit 
which  Claudian  derived  from  the  unfavourable  circumftances  of  his 
birth.  In  the  decline  of  arts,  and  of  empire,  a  native  of  Egypt'"', 
who  had  received  the  education  of  a  Greek,  aflumed,  in  a  mature 
age,  the  familiar  ufe,  and  abfolute  command,  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage "^  ;  foared  above  the  heads  of  his  feeble  contemporaries ;  and 
placed  himfelf,  after  an  interval  of  three  hundred  years,  among  the 
poets  of  ancient  Rome  "", 


"''  National  vanity  has  made  him  a  Flo- 
rentine, or  a  Spaniard.  But  the  firft  epiftle 
ef  Claudian  proves  him  a  native  of  Alexan- 
dria (Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Latin,  torn.  iii.  p. 
191  —  202.  edit.  Erneft.). 

"*  His  firft  Latin  verfes  were  compofed 
during  the  confulfh'p  of  Probinus,  A.D.  39^. 

Romanos   bibimus  primum,    te   confule, 
fontes 
Et  Latia  ceHit  Graia  Thaliii  toga;. 
Befides  fome  Greek  epigrams,  which  are  ftill 
extant,    the  Latin  poet  had    compofed    in 


Greek,  the  Antiquities  of  Tarfus,  Anazar- 
bus,  Berytus,  Nice,  &c.  It  is  more  eafy  to 
fupply  the  lofs  of  good  poetry,  than  of  authen- 
tic hillcry. 

"'  Strada  (Prolufion  v,  vi.)  allows  him  to 
contend  with  the  five  heroic  poets,  Lucretius, 
Virgil,  Ovid,  Lucan,  and  Statius.  His  pa- 
tron is  the  accomplilhed  courtier  Balthazar 
Caftiglione.  His  admirers  are  numerous  and 
pailionate.  Yet  the  rigid  critics  reproach  the 
exotic  weeds,  or  fl:;wcrs,  which  fpring  too 
luxuriantly  in  his  Latian  foiI». 


CHAP. 
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Jnvafion  of  Italy  by  Alaric, — Mamters  of  the  B.Gfna?i  Se- 
nate aitd  People, — Rojne  is  thrice  bejieged^  aizd  at  length 
pillaged.,  by  the  Goths. — Death  of  Alaric. — The  Goths 
evacuate  Italy. — Fall  of  Conflantine — Gaul  and  Spain 
are  occupied  by  the  Barbarians.  —  lnd.ependerice  of 
Britain, 


C  II  A  p,     /■"  g      pxE  incapacity  of  a  weak  and  diftradled  government  may  often 

\ .. — —>      A      alTume  the  appearance,  and  produce  the  enedts,  of  a  treafon- 

the  court  of  able  correfpondencc  with  the  public  enemy.  If  Alaric  himfelf  had 
A^D?  408,  l^ecn  introduced  into  the  council  of  Ravenna,  he  would  probably 
September,  j^^^^  advifed  the  fame  mcafures  which  were  adually  purfued  by  the 
minifters  of  Honorius '.  The  king  of  the  Goths  would  have  con- 
fpired,  perhaps  with  fome  reludlance,  to  deflroy  the  formidable  ad- 
verfary,  by  whofe  arms,  in  Italy,  as  well  as  in  Greece,  he  had  been 
tv/ice  overthrown.  Their  ■&.Qi\\t  and  interefted  hatred  laborioufly  accom- 
plilhed  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  great  Stilicho.  The  valour  of 
Sarus,  his  fame  in  arms,  and  his  perfonal,  or  hereditary,  influence 
over  the  confederate  Barbarians,  could  recommend  him  only  to  the 
friends  of  their  country,  \-A\o  defpifed,  or  dctefted,  the  worthlefs 
characters  of  Turpilio,  Varanes,  and  Vigilantius.  By  the  preffing 
inllances  of  the  new  favourites,  thefe  generals,  unworthy  as  they 

'  Tlic  ferf&s  of  events,  from  the  death  of    Rome,  .can  only  be  found  in  Zofimus,   1.  v. 
Siilicho,    to  the  arrival    of   Alaric   before    p.  347—350. 

had 
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.had  fliewn  tliemfclves  of  the  name  of  fokliers  \  were  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  cavalry,  of  the  hifantry,  and  of  the  domefiic  troops. 
The  Gothic  prince  would  have  fubfcribed  with  pleafm-e  the  edlcl  which 
the  fanaticifm  of  Olympius  didlatcd  to  the  fimple  and  devout  emperor. 
Honorius  excluded  all  perfons,  who  w-ere  adverfc  to  the  catholic 
church,  from  holding  any  office  in  the  ftate  ;  obftinately  I'ejetfled  the 
fervice  of  all  thofe  who  diflented  from  his  religion  ;  and  rafhly  dif- 
qualified  many  of  his  braveft  and  moft  (kilful  officers,  v^'ho  adhered 
to  the  Pagan  worfliip,  or  who  had  imbibed  the  opinions  of  Arian- 
ifm^  Thefe  mealures,  fo  advantageous  to  an  enemy,  Alaric  would 
have  approved,  and  miglit  perhaps  have  fuggefted  ;  but  it  may 
feem  doubtful,  whether  the  Barbarian  would  have  promoted  his 
intereft  at  the  expence  of  the  inhuman  and  abfurd  cruelty,  which 
was  perpetrated  by  the  dire£lion,  or  at  leail  vrith  the  connivance, 
of  the  Imperial  miniilers.  The  foreign  auxiliaries,  who  had  been 
attached  to  the  perfon  of  Stilicho,  lamented  his  death  ;  but  the  defire 
of  revenge  was  checked  by  a  natural  apprehcnfion  for  the  fafety  of 
their  wives  and  children  ;  who  were  detained  as  hoitages  in  the  ftrong 
cities  of  Italy,  where  they  had  likewife  depofited  their  mofi:  valuable 
effedts.  At  the  fame  homv  and  as  if  by  a  common  fignal,  the  cities 
of  Italy  were  polluted  by  the  fame  horrid  fcenes  of  univcrfal  maf- 
lacre  and  pillage,  which  involved,  in  promifcuous  deftruclion,  the  fa- 
milies and  fortunes  of  the  Barbarians.  Exafperated  by  fuch  an 
injury,  which  might  have  awakened  the  tameft  and  mcfl  fervlie 
fpirit,  they  call  a  look  of  indignation  and  hope  towards  the  camp 
of  Alaric,    and  unanimoufly    fvvcre   to   purfue,   with  juft  and  im- 

^  The  exprefllon  of  Zofimus  is  ftrong  and  nobis    fit    aligua    raticne  conjunciu?,    qui   a 

lively,  xxry.S,o!r,c;iv  ifA'cira-ai  tcu:  7.o^tf^.!'..;  ai_-  nobis  fide  et  religione  difccrdat.     Cod.  The- 

xv.za.-,   fuiiicient  to  excite  the  contempt  cf  odof,    1.   xvi.    tit.  v.    leg.   42.    and    Godc- 

the  enemy.  froy's  Commentary,  torn    vi.  p.  164.     Tliis 

^  Eos  qui   catho'ica;    feB.x   funt    inimici,  law  was  applied  in   the  iitmoft  latitude,  and 

intra  palatiura  niilitarc  prohibemus.    NuUus  rigoroufty  executed.     Zufimus,  1.  v.  p.  364. 

placable 
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CHAP,    placable  war,  the  perfidious  nation,  that  had  fo  bafely  violated  the 
\_  laws  of  hofpitality.     By  the  imprudent  condudl:  of  the  minifters  of 

Honorius,  the  republic  loll  the  afliftance,  and  defcrved  the  enmity, 
of  thirty  thoufand  of  her  bravefl  foldiers :  and  the  weight  of  that 
formidable  army,  which  alone  might  have  determined  the  event  of 
the  war,  was  transferred  from  the  fcale  of  the  Romans  into  that  of 
the  Goths, 
-'^'■'"'f  In  the  arts  of  neeociation,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  war,  the  Gothic 

niarclies  .       o  '  ' 

to  Rome,        king:  maintained  his  fuperior  afcendant  over  an  enemy,  whofe  feem- 

A.  D.  408,  t>  t 

October,  Sec.   ing  changes  proceeded  from   the  total  want  of  counfel  and   delign. 

From  his  camp,  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  Alaric  attentively  obferved 
the  revolutions  of  the  palace,  watched  the  progrefs  of  faflion  and 
■difcontent,  difguifed  the  hoftile  afpe£t  of  a  Barbarian  invader,  and 
aflumed  the  more  popular  appearance  of  the  friend  and  ally  of  the 
great  Stilicho;  to  whofe  virtues,  when  they  were  no  longer  formi- 
dable, he  could  pay  a  juft  tribute  of  fincere  praife  and  regret.  The 
preffing  invitation  of  the  malcontents,,  who  urged  the  king  of  the 
Goths  to  invade  Italy,  was  enforced  by  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  perfonal 
injuries;  and  he  might  fpecioufly  complain,  that  the  Imperial  mini- 
fters ftili  delayed  and  eluded  the  paym.ent  of  the  four  thoufand  pounds 
of  gold  ;  which  had  been  granted  by  the  Roman  fenate,  either  to 
reward  his  fervices,  or  to  appeafe  his  fury.  His  decent  firmnefs  was 
fupported  by  an  artful  moderation,  which  contributed  to  the  fiaccefs 
of  his  defigns.  He  required  a  fair  and  reafonable  fatisfaftion  ;  but 
he  gave  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  obtained  it, 
he  would  immediately  retire.  He  refufed  to  truft  the  faith  of  the 
Romans,  unlefs  iEtius  and  Jafon,  the  fons  of  two  great  officers  of 
ftate,  were  fent  as  hoftages  to  his  camp :  b'ut  he  offered  to  deliver,  in 
exchange,  feveral  of  the  nobleft  youths  of  the  Gothic  nation.  The 
modefty  of  Alaric  was  interpreted,  by  the  minifters  of  Ravenna,  as  a 
^ure  evidence  of  his  weaknefs  and  fear.  They  difdained  either  to 
3  negociate 
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negoclatc  a  treaty,  or  to  aflemble  an  army ;  and  with  a  rafli  confi-    CHAP. 

A  aXI. 

dence,  derived  only  from  their  ignorance  of  the  extreme  danger,  v_ — , — .j 
irretrievably  wafted  the  decifive  moments  of  peace  and  war.  While 
they  expefted,  in  fallen  filencc,  that  the  Barbarians  fhould  evacuate 
the  confines  of  Italy,  Alaric,  with  bold  and  rapid  marches,  palTcd  the 
Alps  and  the  Po  ;  haftily  pillaged  the  cities  of  Aquileia,  Altimim, 
Concordia,  and  Cremona,  which  yielded  to  his  arms ;  increafed  his 
forces  by  the  acceflion  of  thirty  thoufmd  auxiliaries  ;  and,  without 
meeting  a  fingle  enemy  in  the  field,  advanced  as  far  as  the  edge  of 
the  morals  which  proteded  the  impregnable  refidence  of  the  emperor 
of  the  \Veft.  Inftead  of  attempting  the  hopelefs  fiege  of  Ravenna, 
the  prudent  leader  of  the  Goths  proceeded  to  Rimini,  ftretched  his 
ravages  along  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Hadriatic,  and  meditated  the  con- 
queft  of  the  ancient  miftrefs  of  the  world.  An  Italian  hermit,  whofe 
zeal  and  fandtity  were  refpedled  by  the  Barbarians  themfelves,  en- 
countered the  vidtorious  monarch,  and  boldly  denounced  the  indig- 
nation of  heaven  againft  the  oppreffbrs  of  the  earth  :  but  the  faint 
himfelf  'Wiis  confounded  by  the  folemn  afleveration  of  Alaric,  that  he 
felt  a  fecret  and  preternatural  impulfe,  which  diredled,  and  even 
compelled,  his  march  to  the  gates  of  Rome.  He  felt,  that  his  genius 
and  his  fortune  were  equal  to  the  moft  arduous  enterprifes  ;  and  the 
enthufiafm  which  he  communicated  to  the  Goths,  infenfibly  removed 
the  popular,  and  almoft  fuperftitious,  reverence  of  the  nations  for 
the  majefty  of  the  Roman  name.  His  troops,  animated  by  the  hopes 
of  fpoil,  followed  the  courfe  of  the  Flaminian  way,  occupied  the 
vmguarded  pafles  of  the  Apennine  *,  defcended  into  the  rich  plains 
of  Umbria ;  and,  as  they  lay  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Clitum- 

*  Addifon   (fee  his  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  54.  were  pleafed  to  find  that  the  Saxa  Intercifa, 

edit.  Ba&erville)  has  given  a  very  pifturefque  a  narrow   paflage  which  Vefpa'^an   had   cut 

defcription  of  the  road  through  the   Apen-  through  the  rock  (Cluver.  Italia  Antiq.  torn, 

nine.     The  Goths  were  not  at  leifure  to  ob-  i.  p.  618.),  was  totally  negledled, 
ferve  the  beauties  of  the  profpeft ;  but  they 

Vox.  IIL  C  c  nus, 
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Hannibal  at 
the  gates  of 
Rome. 


C  H  A  P.  iius,  might  wantonly  {laughter  and  devour  the  milk-white  oxen, 
1./  .-  \  '  which  had  been  fo  long  referved  for  the  ufe  of  Roman  triumphs '. 
A  lofty  fituation,  and  a  feafonable  tempeft  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, preferred  the  little  city  of  Narni ;  but  the  king  of  the  Goths, 
defpifing  the  ignoble  prey,  ftill  advanced  with  unabated  vigour ; 
and  after  he  had  pafTed  through  the  ftately  arches,  adorned  with  the 
fpoils  of  Barbaric  victories,  he  pitched  his  camp  under  the  walls  of 
Rome  ^. 

During  a  period  of  fix  hundred  and  nineteen  years,  the  feat  of 
empire  had  never  been  violated  by  the  prefence  of  a  foreign  enemy. 
The  unfuccefsful  expedition  of  Hannibal ',  ferved  only  to  difplay 
the  charadler  of  the  fenate  and  people ;  of  a  fenate  degraded,  rather 
than  ennobled,  by  the  comparifon  of  an  affembly  of  kings ;  and  of  a 
people,  to  whom  the  ambaflador  of  Pyrrhus  afcribed  the  inexhauft- 
ible  refources  of  the  Hydra  ^  Each  of  the  fenators,  in  the  time  of 
the  Punic  war,  had  accompliihed  his  term  of  military  fervice,  either 
in  a  fubordinate  or  a  fuperior  ftation ;  and  the  decree,  which  invert- 
ed with  temporary  command  all  thofe  who  had  been  confuls,  or 
cenfors,  or  dictators,  gave  the  republic  the  immediate  afTiftance  of 
many  brave  and  experienced  generals.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
the  Roman  people  confifted  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  citizens 


*  Hinc  albi  CHtumni  greges,  et  ma.xima 

Taurus 
Vidlima;  fepe  tuo  perfufi  flumine  facro 
Romanos  ad  templa  Deum  duxere  1  ri- 
umphos. 
Eefides  Virgil,  moft  of  the  Latin  poets,  Pro- 
pertius,    Lucaii,    Silius  Italicus,    Claudian, 
&c.  wriofe  paflages  may  be  found  in  Cluve- 
.  rius  and  Addifon,  have  celebrated  the  tri- 
umphal viftims  of  the  Clitumnui. 

*  Some  ideas  of  the  march  of  Alaric  are 
borrowed  from  the  jcarney  of  Kcinorius  over 
the  fsme  ground,     (See  Claudian  in  vi  Conf. 

4 


Hon.  494 — 522.)  The  meafured  diflance 
between  R.ivenna  and  Rome,  was  254  Ro- 
man miles.     Itincrar.  Wefleling.  p.  1 26. 

'  The  march  and  retreat  of  Hannibal  are 
defcribed  by  Livy,  1.  xxvi.  c.  7,  S,  9,  10, 
II.;  and  the  reader  is  mad-e  a  ipeciator  of 
the  interefting  fcene. 

^  Thefe  comparifons  were  ufsd  by  Cyneas, 
the  counfellor  of  Pyrrhus,  after  his  return 
from  his  embaffy,  in  which  he  had  diligently 
ftudied  the  difcipline  and  manners  cf  Rome. 
See  Plutarch  in  Pyrrho,  torn.  ii.  p.459. 

of 
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of  an  age  to  bear  arms '.     Fifty  thoufand  had  already  died  In  the    CHAP. 

defence  of  their  country ;   and  the  twenty-three  legions  which  were    i_— , Ij 

employed  in  the  different  camps  of  Italy,  Greece,  Sardinia,  Sicily, 
and  Spain,  required  about  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  But  there 
ftill  remained  an  equal  number  in  Rome,  and  the  adjacent  territory, 
who  were  animated  by  the  fame  intrepid  courage ;  and  every  citizen 
was  trained,  from  his  earliefl  youth,  in  the  difcipline  and  exercilea 
of  a  foldier.  Hannibal  was  aftonifhed  by  the  conftancy  of  the  fe- 
nate,  who,  without  raifmg  the  fiege  of  Capua,  or  recalling  their 
fcattered  forces,  expeded  his  approach.  He  encamped  on  the  banks 
of  the  Anio,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the  city :  and  he 
was  foon  informed,  that  the  ground  on  which  he  had  pitched  his 
tent,  was  fold  for  an  adequate  price  at  a  public  auction ;  and  that  a 
body  of  troops  was  difmiffed  by  an  oppofite  road,  to  reinforce  the 
legions  of  Spain  '°.  He  led  his  Africans  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  where 
he  found  three  armies  in  order  of  battle,  prepared  to  receive  him  ; 
but  Hannibal  dreaded  the  event  of  a  combat,  from  which  he  could 
not  hope  to  efcape,  unlefs  he  deftroyed  the  laft  of  his  enemies ;  and 
his  fpeedy  retreat  confefled  the  invincible  courage  of  the  Romans. 

From  the  time  of  the  Punic  war,  the  uninterrupted  fucceffion  of  Genealogy 
fenators  had  preferved  the  name  and  image  of  the  republic  ;  and  the  tors, 
degenerate  fubjedts  of  Honorius   ambitioufly  derived  their  defcent 

*  In  the  three  cen/ns  which  were  made  of  Rome,  and  that  the  numbers  were  diminifh* 

the   Roman  people,  about   the   time   of  the  ed,  not  only   by  the  death,   but  likewife  by 

jecond  Punic  war,  the  numbers   ftand  as  fol-  the  abfiiue,  of  many  foldiers.     In  the  third 

lows  (fee  Livy,  Epitom.  1.  .xx.   Hid.  1.  xxviib  cenfus,  Livyexprefsly  affirms,  that  the  legions 

.36.  xxix.  37.);  270,213,   137,108,   214,000.  were  muftcred  by  the  care  of  particular  com- 

The  fall  of  the  fecond,  and  the  rife   of  the  miflaries.     From    the   numbers   on   the   lillj 

third,  appears  fc  enormous,   that  feveral  cri-  we   muft  always  deduft  one    twelfth    above 

tics,  notwithftanding   the   unanimity   of  the  threefcore,  and  incapable  of  bearing  arms. 

MSS.  have  fufpefted  fome  corruption  of  the  See  Population  de  la  France,  p.  72. 
text  of  Livy.     (See  Drakenborch  ad  xxvii.         '"  Livy  confiders  thefe  two  incidents   as 

36.    and    Beaufort,     Republique    Romaine,  the  eftefts   only  of  chance  and  courage.     I 

torn.    i.    p.    3Z5.)      They   did   not  confider  fiifpeft  that  they  were  both  managed  by  the 

tliat  the    fecond    anfus  was  taken  only  at  admirable  policy  of  the  fenate. 

C  c  3  from 
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CHAP,    from  the  heroes  who  had  repulfed  the  arms  of  Hannibal,  and  fub- 

XXXl. 

dued  the  nations  of  the  earth.     The   temporal  honours,  which  the 
devout  Paula  "  inherited  and  defpifed,  are  carefully  recapitulated  by 
Jerom,  the  guide   of  lifer  confcience,  and  the  hiftorian  of  her  life. 
The  genealogy  of  her  father,  Rogatus,  which  afcended  as  high  as 
Agamemnon,  might  feem  to  betray  a  Grecian  origin  ;   but  her  mo- 
ther, Blxfilla,  numbered  the  Scipios,  iEmilius  Paulus,  and  the  Grac- 
chi, in  the  lift  of  her  anceftors  ;  and  Toxotius,  the  hufband  of  Paula, 
deduced  his  royal  lineage  from  ^neas,  the  fiither  of  the  Julian  line. 
The  vanity  of  the  rich,  who  defired  to  be  noble,  was  gratified  by 
thefe  lofty  pretenfions.     Encouraged  by  the  applaufe  of  their  para- 
fites,  they  eafily  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar ;  and  were 
countenanced,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  cuftom  of  adopting  the  name 
of  their  patron,  which  had  always  prevailed  among  the  freedmen  and 
clients  of  illuftrious  families.     Moft  of  thofe  families,  however,,  at- 
tacked by  fo  many  caufes  of  external  violence  or  internal  decay,  were 
gradually  extirpated :  and  it  would  be  more  reafonable  to  feek  for  a 
lineal  defcent  of  twenty  generations,  among  the  mountains  of  the 
Alps,  or  in   the  peaceful  folitude  of  Apulia,  than  on  the  tlieatre  of 
Rome,  the  feat  of  fortune,  of  danger,  and  of  perpetual  revolutions. 
Under  each  fucceffive  reign,  and  from  every  province  of  the  empire, 
a  crowd  of  hardy  adventurers,  rifing  to  eminence  by  their  talents  or 
their  vices,  ufurped   the  wealth,    the   honours,   and   the  palaces   of 
Rome ;   and  opprefied,  or  proteded,  the  poor  and  humble  remains 
of  confular  families  ;  who  were  ignorant,  perhaps,  of  the  glory  of 
their  anceftors '". 

"  See  Jerom,    torn.   i.  p.    169,   170.    ad  vvirh  a  thoufand  families  of  the  Weftern  pro- 

Euflcchium  ;      he     bellows    on    Paula    the  vinces.     See  the  Index  of  Tacitus,  of  Gru- 

fplendid  titles  of  Giacchorum  ftirps,   foboles  ter's  Infcriptions,  &;c. 

Scipionum,    Pauli  hseres,   cujus   vocabulum         "  Tacitus  (Annal.  iii.  55.)   affirms,  that, 

trahit,  Martix  Papyria;  Matris  African!  ve-  between  the  battle  of  Ailium  and  the  rei<»n 

ra  et   germana    propago.      This   particular  ofVefpafian,   the  fenate  was  gradually  filled 

defcription  fuppofes  a  more  Iblid  title  than  with  nc-M  families,  from  the  Municipia  and 

the  furname  of  Julius,  which  Toxotius  Ihaied  colonies  of  Italy. 

6  111 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  197 

111   the  time   of  Jerom  and   Claudlan,  the  fenators  unanimoufly  CHAP. 

/                                                                                                    ^  XXXI. 
yielded  the  pre-eminence  to  the  Anician  Une;  and  a  flight  view  of 


their  hiftory  will  ferve  to  appreciate  the  rank  and  antiquity  of  the  familv. 
noble  families,  which  contended  only  for  the  fecond  place  ".  Dui- 
ing  the  five  firft  ages  of  the  city,  the  name  of  the  Anicians  was  un- 
known; they  appear  to  have  derived  their  origin  from  Prasnefte; 
and  the  ambition  of  thofe  new  citizens  was  long  fatisfied  with  the 
Plebeian  honours  of  tribunes  of  the  people  '^  One  hundred  and 
fixty-eight  years  before  the  Chriftian  acra,  the  family  was  ennobled  by 
the  Pra^toriliip  of  Anicius,  who  glorioufly  terminated  the  Illyrian 
war  by  the  conqueft  of  the  nation,  and  the  captivity  of  their  king  ". 
From  the  triumph  of  that  general,  three  confulfhips,  in  diftant  pe- 
riods, mark  the  fucceflion  of  the  Anician  name  '*.  From  the  reign  of 
Diocletian  to  the  final  extinction  of  the  Weftern  empire,  that  nama 
fhone  with  a  luftre  which  was  not  eclipfed  in  the  public  eflimation,  by 
the  majefty  of  the  Imperial  purple  '\  The  feveral  branches,  to  whom 
it  was  communicated,  united,  by  marriage  or  inheritance,  the  wealth 
and  titles  of  the  Annian,  the  Petronian,  and  the  Olybrian  houfes ;  and 

•'  Nee  quifquam  Procerum    tentet  (licet         "  Livy,  xliv.  30.   3!.     xlv.    3.    26.  43. 

sere  vetufto  He  fairly  appreciates  the  merit  of  Anicius, 

Floreat,  et  claro  cingaturRoma  fenatu)  and  jiiilly  obferves,  that  his  fame  was  cloud- 

Sc  jailare  parem  ;  fed  prima  fede  re-  ed  by  the  fuperior  luftre  of  the  Macedonian, 

lifla  which  preceded  the  Illyrian,  triumph. 
AuchcnUs,  de  jure  licet  certare  fecundo.  '*  The  dates  of  the  three  confulfhips  are, 
Claud,  in  Prob.  et  Olybrii  Cofi".  18.  A.  U.  C.    593,   818,  967:  the  two  lait  un^ 
Such  a  compliment  paid  to  the  obfcure  name  der  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Caracalla.     Tha 
of  the  Auchenii  has  amazed  the  critics;    but  fecond  of  thefe  confuls  diftinguiihed  himfelf 
they   all   agree,    that   whatever  may   be  the  only  by  his  infamous  flattery  (Tacit.  Annal. 
true  reading,   the  fenfe  of  Claudian  can   be  xv.  74.)  :  but  even  the  evidence  of  crimes, 
applied  only  to  the  Anician  family.  if  they  bear  the  ftamp  of  greatnefs  and  anti- 
'+  The  earlieft  date  in  the  annals  of  Pig-  quity.    is   admitted,    without  reluiflance,  to 
hiuo,  is  that  of  M.  Anicius   Gallus.     Trib.  prove  the  genealogy  of  a  noble  houfe. 
PI.   A.   U.   C.    506."    Another  tribune,  Q^         ''  In  the  fi.\th  century,  the  nobility  of  the 
Anicius,  A.  U.  C.  508.  is   diftinguiihed   by  Anician  name  is  mentioned   (Calliodor.  Va- 
the  epithet  of  Pra;neftinus.     Livy   (xlv.  43.)  .  riar.    1.  x.   Ep.    10.    12.)    wiih   lingular  re- 
places the  Aiiicii  below  the  great  families  of  fpeft,  by  tlie  miniller  of  a  Gothic  king  of 
Rome.  Italy. 

in 
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in  each  generation  the  numher  of  confulfhips  was  muhiplied  hy  an 
hereditary  claim  '\  The  Anician  family  excelled  in  faith  and  in 
riches :  they  were  the  firft  of  the  Roman  fenate  who  embraced 
Chriftianity;  and,  it  is  probable  that  Anicius  Julian,  who  was  after- 
wards conful  and  pra?fe£l  of  the  city,  atoned  for  his  attachment  to 
the  party  of  Maxentius,  by  the  readinefs  with  which  he  accepted  the 
religion  of  Conftantine  "'.  Their  ample  patrimony  was  increafed  by 
the  induflry  of  Probus,  the  chief  of  the  Anician  family  ;  who  fliared 
with  Gratian  the  honours  of  the  confulfhip,  and  exercifed,  four  times, 
the  high  office  of  Prxtorian  prsfedl  ".  His  immenfe  eftates  were 
fcattered  over  the  wide  extent  of  the  Roman  world  ;  and  though  the 
public  might  fufpedt,  or  difapprove,  the  methods,  by  which  they 
had  been  acquired;  the  generofity  and  magnificence  of  that  fortunate 
ftatefman  deferved  the  gratitude  of  his  clients,  and  the  admiration 
of  ftrangers ".  Such  was  the  refpedl  entertained  for  his  memory, 
that  the  two  fons  of  Probus,  in  their  earliefi;  youth,  and  at  the  requeft 


'• Fixus  in  omnes  *'  Probus  .  .  .  clarltudine  gehen's  et  po« 

Cogn.itos    procedit  honos  ;    quemcum-  tentia  et  opum  magnitudine,  cognitus  Orbi 

querequiras  Romano,  per  quern  univerfum  pcene  patri- 

Hac   de   ftirpe   virum,    certum   eft   de  itionia  fparfa  poffedit,  jufte  an  fecus  non  ju- 

Confule  nafci.  dicioli  eft  noftri,    Ammian.  Marcellin.  xxvii. 

Per  fafces  numerantur  Avi,  femperque  ll.      His   children   and   widow  erefted   for 

renata  him   a  magnificent    tomb  in    the  Vatican, 

Nobilitate   virent,    et  prolem   fata   fe-  which  was  demolifhed  in   the   time  of  pope 

quuntur.  Nicolas  V.  to  make  room  for  the  new  church 

(Claudian  in  Prob.   et  Olyb.  Confulat.    I2,  of  St.    Peter.     Baronius,    who   laments   the 

&c.)     The   Annii,     whofe   name    fcems    to  ruin  of  this   Chriitian   monument,  has  dili- 

have  merged  in  the  Anician,  mark  the  Fafti  gently  preferved   the  infcriptions  and  baflb- 

with  many  confulftiips,    from   the   time  of  relievos.     See  Annal.   Ecdef.    A.  D.  395. 

Vefpafian  to  the  fourth  century.  N°  5  — 17. 

^*  The  title  of  firft  Chriftian  fenator  may  ^'  Two  Peffian  Satraps  travelled  to  Milan 

be  juftified   by   the  authority  of  Prudendus  and  Rome,  to  hear  St.  Ambrofe,  and  to  fee 

{in  Symmach.   i.  553.),  and   the  diflike   of  Probus.     (Paulin.  in  Vit.   Ambrof.)     Clau- 

the  Pagans  to  the  Anician  family.     See  Til-  dian  (in  Conf.  Probin.  et  Olybr.   30  —  60.) 

lemont,  Hift.  des  Empereurs,    tom.  iv.   p.  feems  at  a  lofs,  how  to  exprefs  the  glory  of 

183.  V.  p.  44.    Baron.  Annal.  A.  D.  312.  Probus. 
N'^jS.    A.  D.  322.  N°2, 

of 
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of  the  fenate,  were  aflbciated  In  the  confular  clienity :  a  memorable    C  H  A  p. 

XXXI 

diftindlon,  without  example,  in  the  annals  of  Rome  ".  <_  _,_  '_, 

"  The  marbles  of  the  Anician  palace,"  were  ufed  as  a  proverbial  ex-  Wealth  of 
prefllon  of  opulence  and  fplcndour  "  ;  but  the  nobles  and  fenators  of  nobS.'"'" 
Rome  afpired,  in  due  gradation,   to   imitate  that  illuftrious  family. 
The  accurate  defcription   of  the  city,  which  was  compofed  in   tlie 
Theodofian    age,    enumerates    one   thoufand    feven    hundred     and 
eighty  houfcs^  the   reiidence   of  wealthy   and  honourable  citizens  '^*. 
Many  of  thefe  ftately  manfions  might  almoft  excufe  the  exaggeration 
of  the  poet;  that  Rome  contained  a  multitude  of  palaces,  and  that 
each   palace  was   equal  to  a  city  :   fmce  it  included  within  its  own 
precindcs,  every  thing  which  could   be  fubfervient  either  to  ufe  or 
luxury;    markets,  hippodromes,  temples,  fountains,  baths,  poiticos, 
fhady  groves,  and  aitificial  aviaries '"'.     The  hiftorian  Olympiodorus,. 
who   reprefents   the   ftate  of  Rome  when  it   was   befieged   by  the 
Goths  ",  continues  to  obferve,  that  feveral  of  the  richeft  fenators  re- 
ceived from  their  eftates  an  annual  income  of  four  thoufand  pounds 
of  gold,  above   one  hundred  and   fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling ; 
without  computing  the  ftated  provifion   of  corn  and  wine,  \\hich 
had  they  been  fold,  might  have  equalled  in  value  one  third  of  the 
money.    Compared  to  this  immoderate  wealth,  an  ordinary  revenue  of 
a  thoufand  or  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  gold  might  be  confidered  as 
no  more  than  adequate  to  the  dignity  of  the  fenatorian  rank,  which 

**  See  the  poem  which  Claudian  addreiTed  vafion.     A  moderate  palace  would  have  co-- 

to  the  two  noble  youths.-  ♦  vered  Cincinnatus's  farm  of  four  acres   ( VaL 

^3  Secundinus,  the  MankhKan,  ap.  Baron.  Max.  iv.  4.).     In  laxitatem  ruris  excurrunt, 

Annal.  Ecclef.   A.  D.  390.  N°  14.  fays  Seneca,  Epift.  114.     See  a  judious  note 

'♦.See   Nardin-,    Roma    Antica,    p.    89.  of  Mr.   Hume,  Effays,  vol.   j.  p.   j62.    lafl 

498.  500.  8vo  edition. 

'5    Quid    loquar  inclufas   inter    laquearia         *°  This  curious  account  of  Ro.aie,  in  the 

fylvas  ;  reign  ai  Honorius,  is  found  in  a   fragment 

Vernula  qux  vario  carmine  ludit  avis.  of  the  hiitorian  Olympiodorus,  ap.  Phctium 

Claud.  Rutil.  Numatian.  Itinerar.  ver.  1 1 1.  p.  197. 
Tlie  poet  lived  at  the  time  of  the  Gothic  in- 

cquired 
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CHAP,  required  many  expences  of  a  public  and  oftentatious  kind.  Several 
\_l..,,^_!_j  examples  are  recorded  in  the  age  of  Honorius,  of  vain  and  popular 
nobles  who  celebrated  the  year  of  their  prsetorfliip,  by  a  feflival,  which 
iafted  feven  days,  and  coft  above  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling  ".  The  eftates  of  the  Roman  fenators,  which  fo  far  exceed  the 
proportion  of  modern  v/ealth,  were  not  confined  to  the  limits  of 
Italy.  Their  poflefhons  extended  far  beyond  the  Ionian  and  iT.gean 
feas,  to  the  mcft  diftant  provinces ;  the  city  of  Nicopolls,  which 
Auguftus  had  founded  as  an  eternal  monument  of  the  Actian  vidory, 
was  the  property  of  the  devout  Paula  "  ;  and  it  is  obferved  by  Se- 
neca, that  the  rivers,  which  had  divided  hoftile  nations,  now  flowed 
through  the  lands  of  private  citizens  "".  According  to  their  temper 
and  circ^mftances,  the  eftates  of  the  Romans  were  either  cultivated 
by  the  labour  of  their  flaves,  or  granted,  for  a  certain  and  ftipu- 
lated  rent,  to  the  Induftrious  farmer.  The  oeconomical  writers  of 
antiquity  ftrenuoufly  recommend  the  former  method,  wherever  it 


^'  The  fons  of  Alypius,  of  Symmachus, 
and  of  Maxim  us,  fpent,  during  their  refpec- 
live  pratorlhips,  twelve,  or  twenty,  or  forty, 
centenaries  (or,  hundred  weight  of  gold). 
See  Olympiodor.  ap.  Phot.  p.  197.  This  po- 
pular eftimation  allows  feme  latitude  ;  but  it 
is  difficult  to  explain  a  law  in  the  Theodo- 
fian  Code  (1.  vi.  leg.  5.),  which  fixes  the 
expence  of  the  firft  prstor  at  25,000,  of  the 
fecond  at  20,oco,  and  of  the  third  at  15,000 
folks.  The  name  oi  foil  is  (fee  Mem.  de 
rAcademie  des  Infcriptions,  torn,  xxviii. 
p.  727.)  was  equally  applied  to  a  purfe  of 
125  pieces  of  filver,  and  to  a  fmall  copper 
coin  of  the  value  of  ^is'if  part  of  that  purfe. 
In  the  former  fen fe,  the  25,006  folles  would  be 
equal  to  150,000!.  in  the  latter  to  five  or  fix 
pounds  fterling.  The  one  appears  extrava- 
gant, the  other  is  ridiculous.  There  muft 
have  exifted  fome  third,  and  middle  value, 
which  is  here  underllood  ;  but  ambiguity  is 
.an.inexcufable  fault  in  the  language  of  laws. 


*'  NicopoHs  ...  in  Afliaco  littore  fita 
poffcffionis  veftra:  nunc  pars  vel  maxima  eft. 
Jerom.  in  prsfat.  Comment,  ad  Epiftol.  ad 
Titum,  torn.  ix.  p.  243.  M.  de  Tillemont 
fuppofes,  ftrangely  enough,  that  it  was  part 
of  Agamemnon '5  inherirance.  Mem.  Ecclef. 
torn.  xii.  p.  85. 

'°  Seneca,  Epill.  Ixxxix.  His  langiiage  is 
cf  the  declamatory  kind  :  but  declamation 
could  fcarcely  exaggerate  the  avarice  and  lux- 
ury of  the  Romans.  The  philofopher  him- 
felf  deferved  fome  fhare  cf  the  reproach ;  if 
it  be  true,  that  his  rigorous  exadlion  of  9ua- 
dringetities,  above  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  had  lent  at  high  intereft, 
provoked  a  rebellion  in  Britain.  (Dion 
CaCius,  1.  Ixii.  p.  1003.)  According  to  the 
conjefture  of  Gale  (  Antoninus's  Itinerary  in 
Britain,  p.  92.),  the  fame  Faullinus  pofi'efied 
an  eftate  near  Bury,  in  Suffolk,  and  another 
in  the  kingdom  of  Naples^ 

may 


OF   THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  201 

•may  be  pradicablc ;   but  if  the  objedl  fbould  be  removed,  bv  its  dlf-    CHAP. 

'        /  wvr 


tance  or  magnitude,  from  the  immediate  eye  of  the  mafter,  they 
prefer  the  adtive  care  of  an  old  hereditary  tenant,  attached  to  the  foil, 
and  interefted  in  the  produce,  to  the  mercenary  adminiftration  of  a 
negligent,  pei-haps  an  unfaithful,  fteward  ^°. 

The  opulent  nobles  of  an  immenfe  capital,  who  were  never  excited 
by  the  purfuit  of  military  glory,  and  feldom  engaged  in  the  occupa- 
tions of  civil  government,  naturally  refigned  their  leifure  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  and  amufements  of  private  life.  At  Rome,  commerce  was  al- 
ways held  in  contempt  :  but  the  fenators,  from  the  firft  age  of  the 
republic,  increafed  their  patrimony,  and  multiplied  their  clients,  by 
the  lucrative  pratSlice  of  ufury ;  and  the  obfolete  laws  were  eluded, 
or  violated,  by  the  mutual  inclinations  and  intereft  of  both  par- 
ties". A  confiderable  mafs  of  treafure  muft  always  have  exifted 
at  Rome,  either  in  the  current  coin  of  the  empire,  or  in  the 
form  of  gold  and  filver  plate;  and  there  were  many  fide-boards 
in  the  time  of  Pliny,  which  contained  more  folid  filver,  than  had 
been  tranfported  by  Scipio  from  A^anqulfhed  Carthage  ^\  The 
greater  part  of  the  nobles,  who  diflipated  their  fortunes-  in  pro- 
fufe  luxury,  found  tliemfelves  poor  in  the  midll  of  wealth ;  and  idle 
in  a  conftant  round  of  diffipation.  Their  defires  v\^ere  continually 
gratified  by  the  labour  of  a  thoufand  hands  ;  of  the  numerous  train 
of  their  domeftic  flaves,  who  w^ere  actuated  by  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment;  and  of  the  various  profeffions  of  artificers  and  merchants,  who 

2°    Volufius,    a  wealthy    fenator    (Tacit,  torn.  i.  p.   230—289.),  that  they  were  per- 

Annal.   iii.    30.),     always   preferred   tenants  mitted  to  take  fix  percent,   or  one  half  of 

born  on  the  eftate.     Columella,  who  receiv-  the  legal  intereft;  and,  what  is  more  fmgular, 

ed  this  maxim  from  him,  argues  very  judi-  this  permiffion  was  granted   to  the  jaung  fe- 

cloufiy  on  the  fubjeft.     De  Re  Ruftica,  1.  i.  nators. 
c.  7.  p.  40S.  edit.  Gefner.  Leipfig,  1735.  ^*    PHn.    Hid.    Natur.    xxxiii.    50.       He 

^'     Valefius    (ad   Ammian.    xiv.    6.)    has  ftates  the  filver  at  only  4380  pounds,  which 

proved,  from  Chryfoftom  and  Auguftin,  that  is  increafed  by  Livy  {xxx.  45.)   to  100,023  '• 

the  fenators  were  not  allowed  to  lend  money  the   former  feems  too  little  for   an  opulent 

at  ufury.     Yet  it  appears  from  the  Theodo-  city,   the  latter  too   much    for  any  private 

fian  Code  (fee  Godefroy  ad  1.  ii.  tit.  xxxiii.  fide-board. 

Vol.  IIL  D  d  were 
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XXXI. 


Charaftcr  of 
the  Roman 
nobles,  by 
Am 'man  us 
Marcellinus. 


were  more  powerfully  impelled  by  the  hopes  of  gain.  The  ancients 
were  deftitute  of  many  of  the  conveniencies  of  life,  wliich  have  been 
invented  or  improved  by  the  progrefs  of  induilry ;  and  the  plenty  of 
glafs  and  linen  has  difFufed  more  real  comforts  among  the  modern  na- 
tions of  Europe,  than  the  fenators  of  Rome  could  derive  from  all  the 
refinements  of  pompous  or  fenfual  luxury ".  Their  luxury,  and 
their  manners,  have  been  the  fubje<fl:  of  minute  and  laborious  dil'qui- 
fition  :  but  as  fuch  enquiries  would  divert  me  too  long  from  the  defign 
of  the  prefent  work,  I  Ihall  produce  an  authentic  ftate  of  Rome  and 
its  inhabitants,  which  is  more  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  period  of 
the  Gothic  invafion.  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  who  prudently  chofe 
the  capital  of  the  empire,  as  the  refidence  the  bell  adapted  to  the 
hiftorian  of  his  own  times,  has  mixed  with  the  narrative  of  public 
events,  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  fcenes  with  which  he  was  fami- 
liarly converfant.  The  judicious  reader  will  not  always  approve  the 
afperity  of  cenfure,  the  choice  of  circumftances,  or  the  ftyle  of  ex- 
preffion :  he  will  perhaps  detect  the  latent  prejudices,  and  perfonal 
refentments,  which  foured  the  temper  of  Ammianus  himfelf ;  but 
he  will  furely  obferve,  with  philofophic  curiofity,  the  interefting  and 
original  picfliu'e  of  the  manners  of  Rome  ^*. 

"  The  greatneis  of  Rome  (fuch  is  the  language  of  the  hiftorian) 
"  was  founded  on  the  rare,  and  almoft  incredible,  alliance  of  A'irtue 
"  and  of  fortune.  The  long  period  of  her  infancy  was  employed  in 
"  a  laborious  ftruggle  againft  the  tribes  of  Italy,  the  neighbours  and 


35  The  learned  Arbuthnot  (Tables  of  An- 
cient Coins,  &c.  p.  153.)  has  obferved  with 
humour,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  Au- 
gullas  had  neither  glafs  to  his  windows,  nor 
a  fliirt  to  his  back.  Under  the  lower  empire, 
the  ufe  of  linen  and  glafs  became  fomewhat 


more  common. 

3.1- 


It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  explain  the 
Jibe'ties  which  I  have  taken  with  the  text  of 
Ammianus.     i.    I  have  mehed  down  into 


one  piece,  the  Cxth  chapter  of  the  fourteenth^ 
and  the  fourth  of  the  twenty-eighth,  book.  2. 
I  have  given  order  and  connection  to  the  con- 
fufed  mafs  of  materials.  3.  I  have  foftened 
/ome  extravagant  hyperboles,  and  pared 
away  fome  fuperfluities  of  the  original.  4.  I 
have  developed  feme  obfervations  which 
wereinfinuated,  rather  than  expreffed.  With- 
thefe  allowances,  my  veriion  will  be  founds 
not  literal  indeed,  but  faithful  and  exaft. 

"  enemies 
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"  enemies  of  the  rifing  city.     In  the  ftrength  and  ardour  of  youtli,    ^  H  a  ■  . 

XXXi. 
*'  flie  fuftamed  the  ftorms  of  war ;   carried  her  vidtorious  arms  be-    '- — -v ' 

"  yond  the  feas  and  the  mountains  ;   and  brought  liome  triumphal 

*'  laurels  from  every  country  of  the  glol)e.     At  length,  verging  to- 

"  wards  old  age,  and  fometimes  conquering  by  the  terror  only  of 

"  her  name,  flie  fought  the  blefhngs  of  eafe  and  tranquilhty.      The 

"  VENERABLE    CITY,    which   had   trampled  on   the  necks   of  the 

"  fierceft  nations ;   and  eftablilhed   a  fyftem  of  laws,  the  perpetual 

*'  guardians  of  juftice  and  freedom  ;  was  content,  like  a  wife  and 

*'  wealthy  parent,  to  devolve  on  the  CcTfars,  her  favourite  fons,  the 

*'  care  of  governing   her  ample  patrimony ".     A  fecure  and  pro- 

*'  found  peace,  fuch  as  had  been  once  enjoyed  in  the  reign  of  Numa, 

*'  fucceeded  to  the  tumults  of  a  republic  :  while  Rome  was  ftill  adored 

"  as  the  queen  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  fubjedt  nations  ftill  reverenced 

"  the  name  of  the  people,  and  the  majefty  of  the  fenate.     But  this 

"  native  fplendour  (continues  Ammianus)  is  degraded,  and  fuUied, 

*'  by  the  condudl  of  fome  nobles  ;  who,  unmindful  of  their  own  dig- 

*'  nity,  and  of  that  of  their  country,  alTume  an   unbounded  licence 

*'  of  vice  and  folly.     They  contend  with  each  other  in  the  empty 

*'  vanity  of  titles  and  furnames  ;  and  curioufly  feled,  or  invent,  the 

*'  moft  lofty  and  fonorous  appellations,  Reburrus,  or  Fabunius,  Pa- 

*'  gonius,  or  Tarrafius  ^\  which  may  imprefs  the  ears  of  the  vulgar 

*'  with  aftonifhment  and  refpeft.     From  a  vain  ambition  of  perpe- 

*'  tuating  their  memory,  they  afFe£l  to   multiply  their  likenefs,  in 

■"  Claudian,  who  feems  to  have  read  the     names.     I  am  of  opinion  that  they  were  in- 

hiftory  of  Ammianus,  fpeaks   of  this  great     vented    by  the   hiilorian   himfelf,    who   was 

revolution  in  a  much  lefs  courtly  ftyle  :  afraid  of  any  pf/fonal  fatire  or  application. 

Tin            -r         •/-                  -or  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  fimple  den, 
Poftquam  jura  ferox  :n  fe  communia  Csfar  .       .  V     ,      t>  ,     ,,- 
_       r,   ,-          t     ,-                jr.              •,-  •  minations   ot    the   Romans    were    gradually 
Tranltuht ;  et  lapl)  mores  ;  deiuetanue  prilcis                                                         ^^      ^^  ' 
...         .             .              .-.,*-,  lengthened  to   the  number  or  lour,   hve,  or 

Artibus,  in  gremium  pacis  iervUe  receili.  "    .  ^  '    ^    '. 

T^    Ti  1,    .^-11  even    leven,  pompous  lurnames:  as  tor  in- 

Ue  Bell,  (jildonico,  40.  ,,  ,«  n^     •       «^  •        t^     ■ 

'^  Itance,    Marcus    Marcius    M.cmmius    !■  uriui 

'^  The  minute  diligence   of  antiquarians     Balburius    Ca;cilianus   Placidus.      See  Noris 

feas  not  been  able  to  verify  thefe  extraordinary     Cenotaph,  Pifan.  Dilfert.  iv.  p.  438. 

D  d  2  "  ftatues 
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CHAP.    «  ftatues  of  bronze  and  marble ;  nor  are  tbiey  fatisfiedy  unlefs  thofe 

XXXI. 
«_■    ,    '  ^   "  ftatues  are  covered  with  plates  of  gold :  an  honourable  diftindion, 

"  firft  granted  to  Acilius  the  conful,  after  he  had  fubducd,  by  liis 

"  arms  and  counfels,  the  power  of  king  Antiochus,      The  oftenta- 

"  tion  of  difplaying,  of  magnifying  perhaps,    the  rent-roll  of  the 

"  eftates  which  they  poflefs  in  all  the  provinces,  from  the  rifmg  to  - 

*'  the  fetting  fun,  provokes  the  juft  refent me nt  of  every  man,  who 

"  recollects,  that  their  poor  and  invincible  anceftors  were  not  diftin- 

"  guiihed  from  the  meaneft  of  the  foldiers,  by  the  delicacy  of  their 

"  food,  or  the  fplendour  of  their'  apparel.     But  the  modern  nobles 

"  meafure   their  rank  and  confequence  according  to  the  loftinefs  of 

"  their  chariots  ",    and   the   weighty   magnificence  of   their   drefs. 

*'  Their  long  robes  of  filk  and  purple  float  in  the  wind  ;  and  as  they 

"  are  agitated,  by  art  or  accident,    they  occafionally  difcover  the 

"  under  garments,  the  rich  tunics,  embroidered  with  the  figures  of 

"  various  animals  '\     Followed  by  a  train  of  fifty  fervants,  and  tear- 

"  ing  up  the  pavement,  they  move  along  the  ftreets  with  the  fame 

"  impetuous  fpeed   as  if  they  travelled  with  poft-horfes  ;  and  the 

**  example    of  the  fenators   is  boldly  imitated  by  the  mati'ons  and 

"  ladies,  whofe  covered  carriages  are  continually  driving  round  the 

"  immenfe  fpace  of  the  city  and  fuburbs.     Whenever  thefe  perfons 

^^  The    carmen,   or  coaches   of  the  Ro-  modern  coach, ,  that  is  hung  upon  fpringj, 

mans,  were   often  of  folid  filver,    curioufly  is  much  preferable  to  the  filver  or  gold  cans 

carved  and  engraved;   and  the  trappings  of  of  antiquity,  which  rolled  on  the  3>;le-tree, 

the    mules,    or   horfes,  were  embofTed  with  and  were  expofed,  for  the  moft  part,  to  the 

gold.     This    magnificence    continued   from  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  reign  of  Nero  to  that  of  Honorius  ;  and         ^^  In  a  homily  of  Afterius,  biCiop  of  Ama- 

the  Appian  way  was  covered  with  the  fplen-  fn,  M.  de  Valois  has  difcovered  (ad  Ammian. 

did  equipages  of  the  nobles,  who  came  out  xiv.  6.)    that  this  was   a  new  falhion  ;  that: 

to  meet   St.  Melania,  when  fhe  returned  to  bears,    wolves,    lions,    and   tygers,    woods, 

Rome,    fix    years   before    the    Gothic  fiege  hunting-matches,    &c.    were   reprefented  ia. 

(Seneca,  epiflol.  Ixxxvii.  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  embroidery;  and  thr.t   the  moie  pious  cox- 

xxxiii.  49.   Paulin.  Nolan,  apud  Baron.  An-  combs  fubftituted  the  figure  or  legend  of  fome 

nal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  397.  N°  5.).    Yet  pomp  is  favourite  faint, 
well  exchanged  for  convenience;  and  a  plain 

*'  of 
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"  of  higli  diftindion  condcfcend  to  vifit  the  public  baths,  they  af-    C  H  A  P. 

*'  fume,  on   theu*  entrance,   a  tone  of  loud  and  infolent  command, 

"  and  appropmte  to  their  own  ufe  the  conveni^ncies  which  were 

"  defigned  for  the  Roman  people.     If,  in  thefe  places  of  mixed  and 

"  general  refort,  they  meet  any  of  the  infamous  minifters  of  their 

*'  pleafures,  they  exprefs  their  afFedlion  by  a  tender  embrace;  while 

"  they  proudly  decline  the  falutations  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who 

*'  are  not  permitted  to  afpire  above  the  honour  of  kiffing  their  hands, 

"  or  their  knees.     As  foon  as  they  have  indulged  themfelves  in  the 

"  refrefhment  of  the  bath,  they  refume  their  rings,  and  the  other 

"  enfigns  of  their  dignity  ;  feleit  from  their  private  wardrobe  of  the 

"  finefl  linen,  fuch  as  might  fuffice  for  a  dozen  perfons,  the  garments 

"  the  moft  agreeable  to  their  fancy,  and  maintain  till  their  departure 

"  the  fame  haughty  demeanour  ;  which  perhaps  might  have  beenex- 

"  cufed   in    the    great    Marcellus,   after  the   conqueft  of  Syracufe.- 

"  Sometimes,  indeed,  thefe  heroes  undertake  more  arduous  atchieve— • 

"  ments  ;  they  vifit  their  eftates  in  Italy,  and  pi'ocure  themfelves* 

*'  by  the  toil  of  fervile  hands,  the   amufements  of  the  chace  ".     If 

**  at  any  time,  but  more  efpecially  on  a  hot  day,  they  have  courage 

*'  to  fail,  in  their  painted  gallies,  from  the  Lucrine  lake*"  to  their' 

*'  elegant  villas  on  the  fea-coafl:  of  Puteoli  and  Cayeta*",  they  com- 

3'  See  Pliny's  Epiftles,  i.  6.     Three  large  and    his   commentators,    efpecially   Catrou,  • 
wild  boars  were  allured  and  taken  in  the  toils,  have  derived  mucJi  light  from  Strabo,   Sue- 
without  interrupting  the  iludies  of  the  philo-  tonius,  and  Dion.    Earthquakes  and  vulcanos 
fophic  fportfman.  have  changed  the  face  of  the  country,  and 

*°    The    change    from    the    inaufpicious  turned  the  Lucrine  lake,  fince  the  year  1538, 

word   J-vernus,  which  ftands  in  the  text,  is  into  the  Monte  Nuovo.     See  Camillo  Pelle- 

im-matcrial.     The  two  lakes,    Avernus   and  grino  Difcorfi  della  Campania  Felice,  p.  239. 

Liicrinus,    communicated  with   each   pther,  244,    &c.   Antonii  Sanfelicii   Campania,    p, 

and  were  fafliioiied  by  the  ftupendous  moles  13.  83. 

of    Agrippa    into    the    Julian    port,    which         *'  The  regna  Cumana  et  Puteolana  ;  loca 

opened,  through  a  narrow  entrance,  into  the-  citeroqui   valde   eypetenda,  interpellantium 

gulph  of  Puteoli.     Virgil,   who  refided   on  autem    multitudine   poene  fugienda.    Cicero 

the    fpot,   has   defcribed    (Georgic  ii.   161.)  ad  Attic,  .xvi.  17. 
this  work  at  the  moment  of  its  execution  ;  . 
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CHAP.    «<  pare  their  own  expeditions  to  the  marches  of  Csefar  and  Alexander. 

XXXI. 

« .r— '    "  Yet  fliould  a  fly  prefume  to  fettle  on  the  filken  folds  of  their 

*'  gilded  umbrellas  ;   fhould  a  fun-beam  penetrate  through  fome  un- 
"  guarded    and  imperceptible  chink,  they  deplore  their  intolerable 
*'  hardfhips,  and  lament,  in  affedled  language,  that  they  were  not 
"  born  in  the  land  of  the  Cimmerians  *%  the  regions  of  eternal  dark- 
*'  nefs.     In  thefe  journies   into  the  country",  the  whole  body  of 
*'  the  houfehold  marches  with  their  mafter.     In  the  fame  manner  as 
the  cavalry  and  infantry,  the  heavy  and  the  light  armed  troops, 
*'  the  advanced  guard  and  the  rear,  are  marfhalled  by  the  fkill  of 
*'  their  military  leaders  ;    fo  the  domeftic  officers,   who  bear  a  rod, 
*'  as   an  enfign  of  authority,  diftribute  and  arrange  the  numerous 
*'  train  of  flaves  and  attendants.     The  baggage  and  wardrobe  move 
"  in  the  front  ;  and   are  immediately  followed  by   a  multitude  of 
"  cooks,    and    inferior   minifters,    employed   in    the  fervice   of  the 
"  kitchens,  and   of  the   table.     The  main  body  is  compoled  of  a 
"  promifcuous  crowd  of  Haves,  increafed  by  the  accidental  concourfe 
*'  of  idle  or  dependent  plebeians.     The  rear  is  clofed  by  the  favourite 
*'  band  of  eunuchs,  diftributed  from  age  to  youth,  according  to  the 
*'  order  of  feniority.     Their  numbers,  and  their  deformity,   excite 
"  the  horror  of  the  indignant  fpedtators,  who  are  ready  to  execrate 
*'  the  memory  of  Semiramis,  for  the  cruel  art  which  fhe  invented, 

""^  The  proverbial  exprelTion  of  C/mfl;f;v'a«  proach  of  a  great  man.     2.  Their  baggage- 

iarhnefs  was  originally   borrowed   from    the  mules  tranfported  not  only  the  precic us  vafes, 

defcription  of  Homer  (in  the  eleventh  book  but  even  the  fragile  vellels  of  chryilal  and 

of  the  Odyfley),  which   he  applies  to  a  re-  mtiira,  which  lall  is  almoft  proved,  by  the 

mote  and  fabulous  country  on  the  iTiores  of  learned  French  tranflator  of  Seneca  (torn.  iii. 

the  ocean.   See  Erafmi  Adagia,  in  his  works,  p.   402 — 422.)    to    mean    the    porcelain    of 

tom.  ii.  p.  593.  the  Leyden  edition.  China  and  Japan.     3.  The   beautiful   faces 

*^  We  may  learn  from  Seneca,  epift.  cxxiii.  of  the  young  flaves  were  covered  with  a  me- 

three  curious   circumflances   relative  to   the  dicated    cruft,    or   ointment,   which   fecured 

journies  of  the  Romans.     1.  They  were  pre-  them   againil    the    efFecIs    of   the   fun  and 

ceded  by  a    troop  of  Numidian  light-horfe,  froft. 
who  announced,  by  a  cloud  of  dull,  the  ap- 

2  «    of 
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*'  of  fruftrating  the  puiiioles  of  nature,  and  of  hlafting  in  the  bud  ^' Jf..'^,  ^' 
"  the  hopes  of  future  generations.  In  the  exercife  of  domeflic  ju- 
*'  rifdidion,  the  nobles  of  Rome  exprefs  an  exqulfite  fenfibihty  for 
"  any  perfonal  injury,  and  a  contemptuous  indifference  for  the  reft 
'*  of  the  human  fpecies.  When  they  have  called  for  warm  water, 
*'  if  a  flave  has  been  tardy  in  his  obedience,  he  is  inftantly  chaftlfed 
"  with  three  hundred  lafhes :  but  fhould  the  fame  flave  commit  a 
"  wiltul  murder,  the  mafter  will  mildly  obferve,  that  he  is  a  worth- 
*'  lefs  fellow  ;  but  that,  if  he  repeats  the  offence,  he  fhall  not  efcape 
"  punifhment.  Hofpitality  was  formerly  the  virtue  of  the  Romans ; 
"  and  every  ftranger,  who  could  plead  either  merit  or  misfortune, 
"  was  relieved,  or  rewarded,  by  their  generofity.  At  prefent,  if  a 
"  foreigner,  perhaps  of  no  contemptible  rank,  is  introduced  to  one 
"  of  the  proud  and  wealthy  fenators,  he  is  welcomed  indeed  in  the 
"  firil  audience,  with  fuch  warm  profeffions,  and  fuch  kind  enqui- 
*'  ries,  that  he  retires,  enchanted  with  the  affability  of  his  illuflrious 
"  friend,  and  full  of  regret  that  he  had  fo  long  delayed  liis  journey 
"  to  Rome,  the  native  feat  of  manners,  as  v/ell  as  of  empire.  Se- 
*'  cure  of  a  favourable  reception,  he  repeats  his  vifit  the  enfaing 
*'  day,  and  is  mortified  by  the  difcovery,  that  his  perfon,  his  name, 
"  and  his  country,  are  already  forgotten.  If  he  ftill  has  refolution 
"  to  perfevere,  he  is  gradually  numbered  in  the  train  of  dependents, 
"  and  obtains  the  permiffion  to  pay  his  affiduous  and  unprofitable 
*'  court  to  a  haughty  patron,  incapable  of  gratitude  or  friendfhip  ; 
"  who  fcarcely  deigns  to  remark  his  prefence,  his  departure,  or  his 
"  return.  Whenever  the  rich  prepare  a  folemn  and  popular  enter- 
*'  tainmenf*^ ;  whenever  they  celebrate,  with  profule  and  pernicious 

"  luxury, 

*+DiftnbuUofoleninium  fportularum.  The  vifions,  of  the  value  of  loo  quadrantes»or 
fportulr,  o:  fportdlie,  were  fmall  bafkets,  t\velv'.'-pence  halfpenny,  which  were  ranged 
fuppofed  to  contain  a  quantity  of  hot  pro-     in  order  in  the  hall,  and  oJkntatioufly  diftri- 

butcd 
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CHAP.    «  luxury,  their  private  banquets  ;  the  choice  of  the   guefts   is   the 

^'     u       I   "  fubjedl  of  anxious  dehberation.     The  modeft,  the  fober,  and  the 

"  learned,  are  feldom  preferred ;   and  the  nomenclators,  who  are 

"  commonly  fwayed  by  interefted  motives,  have  the  addrefs  to  in- 

"  fert  in  the  lift  of  invitations,  the  obfcure  names  of  the  moft  w^orth- 

*'  lefs  of  mankind.     But  the  frequent  and  familiar  companions   of 

*'  the  great,   are  thofe  parafites,  who  pradife  the  moft  ufeful  of  all 

"  arts,  the  art   of  flattery ;  who  eagerly   applaud   each  word,  and 

"  every  action   of  their  immortal    patron ;    gaze  with   rapture   on 

*'  his  marble  columns,  and  variegated  pavements ;  and   ftrenuoufly 

:  "  praife  the  pomp  and  elegance,  which  he  is  taught  to  confider  as  a 

*'  part  of  his  perfonal  merit.     At  the  Roman  tables,  the  birds,  the 
*'  fqii'trrels  *',   or  the  fifh,  which  appear  of  an  uncommon  fize,  are 

"  contemplated  with  curious  attention  ;   a  pair  of  fcales  is  accurately 

"  applied,  to  afcertain  their  real  weight ;  and,  while  the  more  ra- 

-"  tional  guefts  are  difgufted  by  the  vain  and  tedious  repetition,  nota- 

*'  ries  are  fummoned  to  atteft,  by  an  authentic  record,  the  truth  of 

"  fuch   a   marvellous  event.     Another  method  of  introduction  into 

*'  the  houfes  and  fociety  of  the  great,  is  derived  from  the  profeflion 

*'  of  gaming,   or,  as  it  is  more  politely  ftyled,  of  play.     The  confe- 

buted  to  the  hungry  or  fervile  crowd,  who  animal  who  inhabits  the  woods,  and  remains 
waited  at  the  door.  This  indelicate  cuftom  torpid  in  cold  weather  (See  Plin.  Hill.  Natuc. 
is  very  frequently  mentioned  in  the  epigrams  viii.  82.  BufFon,  Hift.  Naturelle,  torn.  viii. 
of  Martial,  and  the  fatires  of  Juvenal.  See  p.  158.  Pennant's  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds, 
likewife  Suetonius,  in  Claud,  c. 21.  in  Neron.  p.289.).  The  art  of  rearing  and  fattening 
c.  16.  in  Domitian.  c.  4.  7.  Thefe  balicets  great  numbers  of  j^//>^f  was  praftifed  in  Ro- 
of provifions  were  afterwards  converted  into  man  villas,  as  a  profitable  article  of  rural 
large  pieces  of  gold  and  filver  coin,  or  plate,  ceconomy  (Varro,  de  Re  Ruftica,  iii.  15.). 
which  were  mutually  given  and  accepted  The  excefilve  demand  of  them  for  luxurious 
even  by  the  perfons  of  the  higheftrank  (See  tables,  was  increafed  by  the  foolilh  prohibi- 
Symmach.  epift.  iv.  55.  ix.  124.  and  Mifcell.  tions  of  the  Cenfors  ;  and  it  is  reported,  that 
p.  256.),  on  folemn  occafions,  of  confuUhips,  they  are  ftill  elleemed  in  modern  Rome,  and 
marriages,  &c.  are  frequently  fent  as  prefents  by  the  Colonna 
*'  The  want  of  an.  Englifh  name  obliges  princes  (See  Brotier,  the  laft  editor  of  Pliny, 
?ne  to  refer  to  the  common  genus  of  fquir-  torn.  ii.  p.  458.  spud  Barbou,  1779.). 
--els,  the  Latin  »/jV,  the  french /u/r ;  a  little 

"  derates 
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"  derates  are  united  by  a   flri£l   and   indlflbliible  bond   of  friend-    ^  }\.  ^  ^- 

*'  fliip,   or  rather  of  confpiracy  ;   a  fuperior   degree  of  fkill  in   the 

"  Tejj'erarian  art  (which  may  be  interpreted  the  game  of  dice  and 

"  tables  *'^)   is  a   fnre  road  to  wealth   and  reputation.     A  mailer  of 

"  that  fublime  fcience,  who  in  a  fupper,  or  affembly,  is  placed  below 

"  a  magiftrate,  difplays  in  his  countenance  the  furprife  and  indig- 

"  nation,    which   Cato  might   be   fuppofed    to   feel,   when  he   was 

"  refufed  the  pr.Ttorfhip  by  the  votes  of  a  capricious  peo})le.    The 

"  acquifition    of    knowledge    feldom  engages  the  curiofity    of  the 

"  nobles,   who  abhor   the  fatigue,  and   difdain,  the   advantages,   of 

"  fludy ;   and  the  only  books  which  they  perufe  are  the  fatires  of 

"  Juvenal,  and  the  verbofe  and  fabulous  hiftories  of  Marius  Maxi- 

"  mus  *'.     The  libraries,  which  they  have  inherited  from  their  fa- 

"  thers,  are  fecluded,  like  dreary  fepulchres,  from  the  light  of  day  *'. 

"  But  the  coftly  inftruments   of  the  theatre,  flutes,  and   enormous 

"  lyres,   and  hydraulic  organs,   are   conftrudted  for  their  ufe;   and 

'•  the  harmony  of  vocal   and  inftrumental  mufic  is  inceflantly  re- 

"  peated  in  the  palaces  of  Rome.     In  thofe  palaces,  found  is  pre- 

"  ferred  to  fenfe,  and  the  care  of  the  body  to  that  of  the  mind.     It 

**  This  game,  which  might  be  tranflated  a  copious  torrent  of  claflic  and  Oriental  learn- 
by  the  more  familiar  names  of  triSlrac,  or  ing.  See  Syntagma  Difl'ertat.  torn.  ii.  p. 
backgammon,  was  a  favourite  amufement  of  217 — 405. 

the  graveft  Romans ;  and  old  Mucius  Scs-  +' Marius  Maximus,  homo  omnium  verbo- 

vola,  the   lawyer,  had  the  reputation   of  a  fiffimus,  qui,  et  mythiftoricis  fe  voluminibus 

very  feilful  player.     It  was  called  ludus  duo-  implicavit.     Vopifcus,   in  Hift.  Auguft.  p. 

decim  fcriptorum,  from  the  twelve /cjv/Zii:,  or  242.     He  wrote  the  lives  of  the  Emperors, 

lines,  which  equally  divided  the  cdueolus,  or  from    Trajan    to    Alexander    Severus.     See 

table.     On  thefe,  the  two  armies,  the  white  Gerard,  Voffius  de  Hiftoricis  Latin.  1.  ii.  c.  3. 

and  the  black,  each  confifting  of  fifteen  men,  in  his  works,  vol.  iv.  p.  57. 

or  calculi,  were  regularly  placed,  and  alter-  4''  This    fatire    is    probably    exaggerated, 

nately  moved,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  The  Saturnaliaof  Macrobius,  and  the  Epiftles 

game ;    and    the   chances  of  the  tejfera,   or  of  Jerom,    afford    fatisfactory    proofs,    that 

dice.     Dr.  Hyde,  who  diligently  traces  the  Chriftian    theology,    and   claffic    literature, 

hiftory  and  varieties  of  the  ncrdiludium   (a  were  ftudioufly  cultivated  by  feveral  Romans, 

name  of  Perfic  etymology)  from  Ireland   to  of  both  fexes,  and  of  the  highell  rank. 
Japan,  pours  forth,  on  this  trifling  fiibjeft. 

Vol,  III.  E  e  "is 
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,  C  H  A  P.  <«  is  allowed  as  a  falutary  maxim,  that  the  light  and  frivolous  fufpi- 
«— V — '-'  "  cion  of  a  contagious  malady,  is  of  fufficient  weight  to  excufe  the 
"  vifits  of  the  moft  intimate  friends  ;  and  even  the  fervants,  who  are 
"  difpatched  to  make  the  decent  enquiries,  are  not  fufFered  to  return 
"  home,  till  they  have  undergone  the  ceremony  of  a  previous  ab- 
"  lution.  Yet  this  felfifli  and  unmanly  delicacy  occafionally  yields 
"  to  the  more  imperious  paflion  of  avarice.  The  profped:  of  gain 
*'  will  urge  a  rich  and  gouty  fenator  as  far  as  Spoleto ;  every  fen- 
"  timent^ of  arrogance  and  dignity  is  fubdued  by  the  hopes  of  an  iii- 
*'  heritance,  or  even  of  a  legacy  ;  and  a  wealthy,  childlefs,  citizen  is 
*'  the  moft  powerful  of  the  Romans.  The  art  of  obtaining  the 
"  fignature  of  a  favourable  teftament,  and  fometimes  of  haftening 
"  the  moment  of  its  execution,  is  perfectly  underftood  ;  and  it  has 
"  happened,  that  in  the  fame  houfe,  though  in  different  apartments, 
*'  a  hufband  and  a  wife,  with  the  laudable  defign  of  over-reaching 
*'  each  other,  have  fummoned  their  refpedive  lawyers,  to  declare,  at 
*'  the  fame  time,  their  mutual,  but  contradictory,  intentions.  The 
.  "  diftrefs  which  follows  and  chaftifes  extravagant  luxury,  often 
*'  reduces  the  great  to  the  ufe  of  the  moft  humiliating  expedients. 
"  When  they  defire  to  borrow,  they  employ  the  bafe  and  fuppli- 
"  eating  ftyle  of  the  flave  in  the  comedy  ;  but  when  they  are  called 
"  upon  to  pay,  they  aflume  the  royal  and  tragic  declamation  of  the 
"  grandfons  of  Hercules.  If  the  demand  is  repeated,  they  readily 
"  procure  fome  trufty  fycophant,  inftrudled  to  maintain  a  charge  of 
"  poifon,  or  magic,  againft  the  inlblent  creditor ;  who  is  feldom 
"  releafed  from  prifon,  till  he  has  figned  a  difcharge  of  the  whole 
*'  debt.  Thefe  vices,  which  degrade  the  moral  character  of  the 
"  Romans,  are  mixed  with  a  puerile  fuperftition,  that  difgraces 
"  their  underftanding.  They  liften  with  confidence  to  the  predic- 
"  tions  of  harufpices,  who  pretend  to  read,  in  the  entrails  of  vic- 
"  tims,  the  figns  of  future  greatnefs  and  profperity ;   and  there  are 

"  many 
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*'  many  who  do  not  prefume  either  to  bathe,  or  to  dine,  or  to  ap-    CHAP. 
"  pear  in  public,  till  they  have  diligently  confujted,  according  to  the    '       .    Lf 
"  rules  of  aftrology,  the  fituation  of  Mercury,  and  the  afpedt  of  the 
''  moon*^     It  is  fmgular  enough,  that  this  vain  credulity  may  often 
*'  be  difcovered  among  the  profane  fceptics,  who  impioufly  doubt, 
*'  or  deny,  the  exiftence  of  a  celeftial  power." 

In  populous  cities,  which  are  the  feat  of  commerce  and  manu-  State  and 
failures,  the  middle  ranks  of  inhabitants,  who  derive  their  fubfift-  the  people  of 
ence  from  the  dexterity,  or  labour,  of  their  hands,  are  commonly  °"'^* 
the  moft  prolific,  the  moft  ufeful,  and,  in  that  fen^e,  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable,  part  of  the  community.  But  tTie  plebeians  of  Rome,  who 
difdained  fuch  fedentary  and  fervile  arts,  had  been  opprefled,  from 
the  earliefl:  times,  by  the  weight  of  debt  and  ufury ;  and  the  huf- 
bandman,  during  the  term  of  his  military  fervice,  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  cultivation  of  his  farm"^'.  The  lands  of  Italy,  which 
had  been  originally  divided  among  the  families  of  free  and  indigent 
proprietors,  were  infenfibly  purchafed,  or  ufurped,  by  the  avarice 
of  the  nobles ;  and  in  the  age  which  preceded  the  fall  of  the  repub- 
lic, it  was  computed,  that  only  two  thoufand  citizens  were  poflefTed 
of  any  independent  fubftance  '°.  Yet  as  long  as  the  people  be- 
llowed, by  their  fuffrages,  the  honours  ©f  the  ftate,  the  command 
of  the  legions,  and  the  adminiftration  of  wealthy  provinces,  their 
confcious  pride  alleviated,  in  fome  meafure,  the  hardlhips  of  pover- 
ty ;  and  their  wants  were  feafonably  fupplied  by  the  ambitious  libe- 

*'  Macrobius,  the  friend  of  thefe  Roman  repeated  in    thofe   primitive   times,    wliich 

nobles,  confidered  {he  liars  as  the  caufe,  or  have  been  fo  undefervediy  praifed. 

at  lenft  the  figns,  of  future  events  (de  Somn.  '°  Non  effe  in  civitate  duo  millia  hominum 

Scipion.  1.  i.  c.  19.  p.  68.).  qui  rem  habercnt.   Cicero.  Offic.  ii.  21.   and 

*'  The  hiftories  of  Livy  (fee  particularly  Comment.  Paul.  Manut.  in  edit.  Grsv.  This 

•vi.  3.6.)  are  full  of  the  extortions  of  the  rich,  vague  computation  was  made  A. U.C.  649.  in 

and  the  fufterings  of  the  poor  debtors.     The  a  fpeech  of  the  tribune  Philippus ;  and  it  was 

melancholy  ftory  of  a  brave  old  loldier  (Dio-  his  objedl,   as  well  as   that  of  the   Gracchi 

nyf.  Hal.  1.  vi.  c.  26.  p.  347.  edit.  Hudfon,  (fee  Plutarch),  to  deplore,  and   perhaps   to 

and  Livy,  ii.  23.)  miift  have  been  frequently  exaggerate,  the  miferyof  the  common  people. 

E  e  2  raHty- 
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C  HA  P.    rality  of  the  candidates,  who  afpired  to  fecure  a  venal  majonty  In 

A.  A  A.I. 

c.  — v-.-^  the  thirty-five  tribes,  or  the  hundred  and  ninety-three  centuries,  of 
Rome.  But  when  the  prodigal  commons  had  imprudently  alienated 
not  only  the  iifc^  but  the  inheritance^  of  power,  they  funk,  under 
the  reign  of  the  Caefars,  into  a  vile  and  wretched  populace,  which 
muft,  in  a  few  generations,  have  been  totally  extinguifhed,  if  it  had 
not  been  continually  recruited  by  the  manumiffion  of  flaves,  and  the 
influx  of  ftrangers.  As  early  as  the  time  of  Hadrian,  it  was  the 
juft  complaint  of  the  ingenuous  natives,  that  the  capital  had  attracted 
the  vices  of  the  univerfe,  and  the  manners  of  the  moft  oppofite 
nations.  The  Intemperance  of  the  Gauls,  the  cunning  and  levity 
of  the  Greeks,  the  favage  obftinacy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Jews,  the 
fervile  temper  of  the  Afiatics,  and  the  dilTolute,  effeminate  proftitution 
of  the  Syrians,  were  mingled  in  the  various  multitude ;  which, 
under  the  proud  and  falfe  denomination  of  Romans,  prefumed  to 
defpife  their  fellow- fubje£ts,  and  even  their  fovereigns,  who  dwelt 
beyond  the  preclnds  of  the  eternal  city  ". 
Public  diM-  Yet  the  name  of  that  city  was  flill  pronounced  with  refped  :  the 
bread"bacon,  frequent  and  capricious  tumults  of  its  inhabitants  were  indulged 
oil,  wine,  &c.  y^\^  impunity;  and  the  fuccefibrs  of  Conftantine,  inftead  of  crufh- 
ing  the  Lift-  remains  of  the  democracy,  by  the  ftrong  arm  of  mili- 
tary power,  embraced  the  mild  policy  of  Auguftus,  and  ftudied  .to 
relieve  the  poverty,  and  to  amufe  the  idlenefs,  of  an  innumerable 
people  '\     L  For  the  convenience  of  the  lazy  plebeians,^  the  monthly 

diftributions 

"  See  the  third  Satire  (60—125.)  o^  J"-  '"  a  ftate  of  exile,  reminds  her  how  few  of 

venal,  who  indignantly  complains,  the  inhabitants  of  Rome   were  born  in   the 

. Quamvis  quota portiofaecis  Achsi  !  city. 

Jampridem    Syrus    in    Tiberira    defluxit  '^  Almoft    all  that   is  faid  of  the  bread, 

Orontes  •  bacon,  oil,  wine,  &c.  may   be  found  in  the 

Et  linguam  et  mores,  he.  fourteenth    book  of  the  Theodofian  Code  ; 

Seneca,   when    he   propofes   to    comfort  his  which  exprefi'ly  treats    of  the  police  of  the 

mother  (Confolat.  ad  Helv.  c.  6.)    by   the  great  cities.     See  particularly  the  titles  iii. 

reflection,  that  a  great  part  of  mankind  were  iv.  xv.  xvi.  xvii.  xxiv.     The  collateral  tefti- 


monies 
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diftributlons  of  corn  were  converted  into  a  daily  allowance  of  bread  ;    ^  J^,:\^- 

a  great   number  of  ovens  were   conftruded  and  maintained  at  the   " ^ ' 

public  expence  ;  and  at  the  appointed  hour,  each  citizen,  who  was 
furnifhed  with  a  ticket,  afcended  the  flight  of  fteps,  which  had  been 
afligned  to  his  peculiar  quarter  or  divifion,  and  received,  either  as  a 
gift,  or  at  a  very  low  price,  a  loaf  of  bread  of  the  weight  of  three 
pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  his  family.  II.  The  forefts  of  Lucania,  whofe 
acorns  fattened  large  droves  of  wild  hogs",  afforded,  as  a  fpecies 
©f  tribute,  a  plentiful  fupply  of  cheap  and  wholefome  meat.  During 
five  months  of  the  year,  a  regular  allowance  of  bacon  was  diftri- 
biited  to  the  poorer  citizens  ;  and  the  annual  confumption  of  the 
capital,  at  a  time  when  it  was  much  declined  from  its  former  luflre, 
was  afcertained,  by  an  edid:  of  Valentinian  the  Third,  at  three 
millions  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  pounds  ".  III.  In 
the  manners  of  antiquity,  the  ufe  of  oil  was  indifpenfable  for  the 
lamp,  as  well  as  for  the  bath;  and  the  annual  tax,  which  was  im- 
pofed  on  Africa  for  the  benefit  of  Rome,  amounted  to  the  weight  of 
three  millions  of  pounds,  to  the  meafure,  perhaps,  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  EngliHi  gallons.  IV.  The  anxiety  of  Auguftus  to  provide 
the  metropolis  with  fufficient  plenty  of  corn,  was  not  extended  be- 
yond that  neceffary  article  of  human  fubfiftence  ;  and  when  the 
popular  clamour  accufed  the  dearnefs  and  fcarcity  of  wine,,  a  pro- 
monies  are  produced  in  Godefroy's  Com-  ''  The  nnonymous  author  of  the  Defcrip- 
mentary,  anditis  needlefs  totranfcribe  them,  tion  of  th- World  (p.  14.  in  torn.  iii.  Geo- 
According  to  a  law  of  Theodofius,    which     graph.  Minor,  Hudfon)  obferves  of  Lucania, 

appreciates  in  money  the  military  allowance,  a  •      1  ■     .      ■  t     ■       t.     •       1    • 

.'^      r      ,  ,  ,  ,  r,  •,,•       N  •     ,  in    his    barbarous    Latin,  Regio  obtima,   et 

piece  of  gold  (eleven  Ihilhnffs)  was  equivalent  ■    r  -i       .    ,       ■  i     , 

:.,,,  '"'.,■'  ,  ipla  omnibus  habundans,  et  lardum  multuni 

to  eighty  pounds  of  bacon, or  to  eighty  pounds  ^ 

of  oil,  or  to  twelve  modii  (or  pecks)  of  fait  ^'"■^'  ^'"'"''-     ^'"'P'"  °'"°'^  ^'^'"  montibus, 

(Cod.  Theod.  1.  viii.  tit.  iv.  leg.  17.).  This  <^"J"=  si'cam  animalium  variam,  &c. 

equation,  compared  with  another,  of  feventy  "  See  Novell,  ad  calcem  Cod.  Theod.  D. 

pounds  of  bacon  for  an  amphora  (Cod.  Theod.  Valent.  I.  i.  tit.  xv.     This  law  was  publifhsd 

I.  xiv.  tit.  iv.  leg.  4.),  fixes  the  price  of  wine  at  Rome  June  the  zgth,  A.  D.  452. 

at  about  fixteen  pence  tlie  gallon. 

clamatioa 
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CHAP. 
XXXI. 


public  baths. 


clamatlon  was  iflucd,  by  the  grave  reformer,  to  remind  his  fubjeds 
that  no  man  could  reafonably  complain  of  thirft,  fmce  the  aquedudls 
of  Agrippa  had  introduced  into  the  city  fo  many  copious  ftreams 
of  pure  and  falubrious  water  ".  This  rigid  fobriety  was  infenfibly 
relaxed  ;  and,  although  the  generous  defign  of  Aurelian  '*  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  executed  in  its  full  extent,  the  ufe  of  wine 
was  allowed  on  very  eafy  and  liberal  terms.  The  adminiftration  of 
the  public  cellars  was  delegated  to  a  magiftrate  of  honourable  rank  ; 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  vintage  of  Campania  was  referved  for 
the  fortunate  inhabitants  of  Rome. 
S^Ce  of  the  The  ftupendous  aqueducts,  fo  juftly  celebrated   by  the  praifes  of 

Auguftus  himfelf,  replenilhed  the  'Thernia^  or  baths,  which  had  been 
conftrucled,  in  every  part  of  the  city,  with  Imperial  magnificence. 
The  baths  of  Antoninus  Caracalla,  which  were  open,  at  ftated  hours, 
for  the  indifcriminate  fervice  of  the  fenators  and  the  people,  con- 
tained above  fixteen  hundred  feats  of  marble ;  and  more  than  three 
thoufand  were  reckoned  in  the  baths  of  Diocletian  ".  The  walls  of 
the  lofty  apartments  were  covered  with  curious  mofaics,  that  imi- 
tated the  art  of  the  pencil  in  the  elegance  of  defign,  and  the  variety 
of  colours.  The  Egj'ptian  granite  was  beautifully  incrufled  with  the 
precious  green  marble  of  Numidia-;  the  perpetual  flream  of  hot 
wa'ter  was  poured  into  the  capacious  bafons,  through  fo  many  wide 
mouths  of  bright  and  maffy  filver ;  and  the  meanefl  Roman  could 
purchafe,  with  a  fmall  copper  coin,  the  daily  enjoyment  of  a  fcene 
of  pomp  and  luxury,  which  might  excite  the  envy  of  the  kings  of 

55  Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  42.     The  utmoft         ^e  His  defign  was  to  plant  vineyards  along 

debauch  of  the  emperor  himfelf,  in  his  fa-  the  fea  coall  of  Hetruria  (Vopifcus,   in  Hift.^ 

vourite  wine  of  Rhstia,   never  exceeded   a  Auguft.  p.  225.);  the  dreary,  unwholefome, 

J'extarius  (an  Engliih  pint).  Id.  c.  77.    Tor-  uncultivated  i!/««//.vA»?  of  modern  Tufcany. 


rentius  ad  loc.  and  Arbuthnoi's  Tables,  p.         "  Olympiodor.  apud  Phot.  p.  197. 


Afja- 
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Afia  ^\  From  thefe  ftately  palaces  ifFued  a  fwarm  of  dirty  and  rag-  C  H  a  p. 
ged  plebeians,  without  flioes,  and  without  a  mantle;  who  loitered  ■  _  _  _. 
away  whole  days  in  the  ftreet  or  Forum,  to  hear  news,  and  to  hold 
difputes;  who  dilTipated,  in  extravagant  gaming,  the  miferable  pit- 
tance of  their  wives  and  children;  and  .fpent  the  hours  of  the  night 
in  obfcure  taverns,  and  brothers,  in  the  indulgence  of  grofs  and  vul- 
gar fenfuality  ". 

But  the  moft  lively  and  Iplendid  amufement  of  the  idle  multi-  Games  and 
tude,  depended  on  the  frequent  exhibition  of  public  games  and  'P'^'^^'cles. 
Ipedacles.  The  piety  of  Chriftian  princes  had  fupprefTed  the  inhu- 
man combats  of  gladiators ;  but  the  Roman  people  ftill  confidered 
the  Circus  as  their  home,  their  temple,  and  the  feat  of  the  republic. 
The  impatient  crowd  rufhed  at  the  dawn  of  day  to  fecure  their 
places,  and  there  were  many  who  paffed  a  fleeplefs  and  anxious 
night  in  the  adjacent  porticos.  From  the  morning  to  the  evening, 
carelefs  of  the  fun,  or  of  the  rain,  the  fpedators,  who  fometimes 
amounted  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  thoufand,  remained  in 
eager  attention;  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  horfes  and  charioteers,  their 
minds  agitated  with  hope  and  fear,  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  colours 
which  they  efpoufed  :  and  the  happinefs  of  Rome  appeared  to  hang 
on  the  event  of  a  race '°.     The  fame   immoderate   ardour  infpired 

55  Seneca  (epiftol.  Ixxxvi.)  compares  the  eo  jyvgnal.  Satir.  x!.  191,  &c.  The  ex- 
baths  of  Scipio  Afrkanus  at  his  villa  of  Li-  p^effions  of  the  hiftorian  Ammianus  are  not 
ternum,  with   the   magnificence  (which   was  ,   r    /i                1        •          1     ,          ,     ,-       ,    , 

,,    .          /-      N     r  i_         I  1-    I      L      r  '^'^  itron?  and  animated   than  thofe  of  the 

eontinually  increaling)  01  the  public  baths  or  . 

Rome,  long  before  the  ftately  Thermal  of  '^'^ '" '    ^"-^   ^""-^   ^''^   °"«   ^""^  ^^^^  "'her 

Antoninus  and  Diocletian  were  erefted.  The  painted  from  the  life.     The  numbers  which 

quadrans  paid  for  admiffion   was  the  quarter  the  great   Circus  was  capable  of  receiving, 

of  the  as,  about  one-eighth   of  an  Englill>  are   taken  from   the  original  Nolitiis  of  the 

P^""/'  city.     The  differences  between  them  prove 

"  Ammianus  (1.  xiv.  c.  6.  and  1.  xxviii.  ^^^^  ^^ey  did  not  tranfcribe  each  other  ;  but 
C.  4.))  after  delcribing  the  luxury  and  pride      ,      .  .,.,,,,, 

r  \         , ,        r  n  ,  •  i.  I  the  lum  may  appear  incredible,  though  the 

or  the  nobles  or  Kome,  expolcs,  with  equal  /      rr  »  o 

indignation,  the  vices  and  follies  of  the  com-     """""^  °"  '^^^«   occafions  flocked   to    the 
men  people.  cy« 

a  their 


:,C.  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP*     their  clamours,  and  their  applaurc,  as  often  as  they  were  entertained 
XXXI.  ^^  .  ,        r   ,         •    I 

with  the  hunting  of  wild  beafts,  and  the  various  modes  of  theatrical 

reprefentation.  Thefc  rcprefentations  in  modern  capitals  may  dcferve 
to  be  confidered  as  a  pure  and  elegant  fchool,  of  tafte,  and  perhaps 
of  virtue-     But  the   Tragic   and  Comic  Mufe  of  the  Romans,  who 
feldora  afpircd  beyond  the  imitation  of  Attic  genius "',  had  been  al- 
moft  totally  filent  fince  the  fall  of  the  republic  ";  and  their  place  was 
unworthily  occupied  by  licentious  farce,  effeminate  mufic,  and  fplen- 
dld  pageantry.     The  pantomimes",  who  maintained  their  reputation 
from  the  age  of  Auguftus  to  the   fixth  century,  expreffed,  without 
the  ufe  of  words,  the  A'arious  fiibles  of  the  gods  and  heroes  of  anti- 
quity ;  and  the  perfection  of  their  art,  which  fometimes  difarmed 
the  gravity   of   the    philofopher,    always  excited  the  applaufe  and 
wonder  of  the  people.     The  vaft  and  magnificent  theatres  of  Rome 
were  filled  by  three  thoufand  female  dancers,  and  by  three  thoufand 
fingers,  with    the    maflers  of   the  refpedive  choruffes.     Such  was 
the  popular  favour  which  they  enjoyed,  that,  in  a  time  of  fcarcity, 
when  all  ftrangers  were  banifhed  from  the  city,  the  merit  of  contri- 
buting to  the  public  pleafures  exempted  them  from  a  law,  which 
was  fti'idiy  executed  againfl  the  profeffors   of  the  liberal  arts  **. 

It 

"  Sometimes  indeed  they  compofed  ori-  his  play  to  the  company,  whom  he  invited 
glnal  pieces.  for  that  piirpofe  (See  Dialog. de  Oratoribus, 
Vefligia  Graeca  c.  9.  11.   and  Plin,  Epiftol.  vii.  17.). 

Aufi  deferere  et  celebrare  domellica  facia.  <3  See  the  Dialogue  of  Lucian,  intitled, 
Herat.  Epiftol.  ad  Pifones,  285.  and  the  De  Saltatione,  torn.  ii.  p.  265—317.  edit, 
learned,  though  perplexed,  note  of  Dacier,  Reitz.  The  pantomimes  obtained  the  ho- 
who  might  have  allowed  the  name  of  trage-  nourable  name  of  jijiifoiro^oi ;  and  it  was  re- 
dies  to  the  Bruti'j  and  the  Deciiis  of  Pacuvius,  quired,  that  they  fliould  be  converfant  with 
or  to  the  Caio  of  Maternus.  The  Olfavia,  almoft  every  art  and  fcience.  Burette  (in  the 
afcribed  to  one  of  the  Senecas,  dill  remains  Memoires  de  I'Academie  des  Infcriptions, 
a  very  unfavourable  fpecimen  of  Roman  torn.  i.  p.  127,  &c.)  has  given  a  liiort  hif- 
tragedy.  tory  of  the  art  of  pantomimes. 

'*  In  the  time  of  Quintilian  and  Pliny.  **  Ammianus,  1.  xiv.  c.  6.  He  complains, 

a  tragic  poet  was  reduced  to  the  iraperfeft  with  decent  indignation,    that  the  llreets  of 

method  of  hiring  a  great  room,  and  reading  Rome  were   filled  witi  crowds  of  females, 

v.h» 
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It  is  faid,  that  the  foolifh  curiofity  of  Elagabalus  attempted  to  ^  }j  ^  •'• 
difcover,  from  the  quantity  of  Ipiders  wehs,  the  number  of  the  in-  k.J—J-1^ 
habitants  of  Rome.     A  more  rational  method  of  enquiry  misrlit  not  Pop^'ou^'iefs 

'■JO  of  Rome. 

have  been  undefervmg  of  the  attention  of  tlic  wifeft  princes,  who 
could  eafily  have  refolved  a  cjueflion  fo  important  for  the  Roman 
government,  and  fo  interefting  to  fucceeding  ages.  The  births  and 
deaths  of  the  citizens  were  duly  regiftered;  and  if  any  writer  of  an- 
tiquity had  condefcended  to  mention  the  annual  amount,  or  the 
common  average,  we  might  now  produce  fome  fatisfadlory  calcula- 
tion, which  would  deftroy  the  extravagant  aflertions  of  critics,  and 
perhaps  confirm  the  modeft  and  probable  conjectures  of  philofo- 
phers  ^'\  The  mod  diligent  refearches  have  coUedled  only  the  fol- 
lowing circumftances  ;  which,  flight  and  imperfedl  as  they  are,  may 
tend,  in  fome  degree,  to  illuftrate  the  queftion  of  the  populoufnefs 
of  ancient  Rome.  I.  When  the  capital  of  the  empire  was  befieged 
by  the  Goths,  the  circuit  of  the  walls  was  accurately  ineafured,  by 
Ammonius,  the  mathematician,  who  foimd  it  equal  to  twenty- one 
miles  ".  It  fhould  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  form  of  the  city  was 
almofl:  that  of  a  circle  ;  the  geometrical  figure  wdiich  is  known  to 
contain  the  largeft  fpace  within  any  given  circumference.  11.  The 
architect  Vitruvius,  who  flourifhed  in  the  Auguftan  age,  and  whole 
evidence,  on  this  occafion,  has  peculiar  weight  and  authority,  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  innumerable  habitations  of  the  Roman  people  would 
have  fpread  themfelves  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  city ;  and 
that  the  want  of  ground,  which  was  probably  contraded  on  every 

who  might  have  given  children  to  the  ftate,  flrangc  dreams  of  four,  or  eight,  or  fourteen 

but  whcfe  only  occupation  was  to  curl  and  millions  in  Rome.  Mr.  Hume  (EiTays,  vol.  i. 

drefs  their  hair,  and  jaftari  volubilibus  gyris,  p.  450— 457.),  with  admirable  good  fenfeand 

dum    exprimunt  innumera   fimulacra,     quas  fcepticifm,  betrays  fome  fecret  difpolition  to 

finxere  fabulae  theatrales.  extenuate  the  populoufnefs  of  ancient  times. 

''  Lipfius  (torn.  iii.  p.  423.  de  Magnitud.         ^*  Olympiodor.   ap.   Phot.    p.    igy.     See 

iRomana,  1.  iii.  c.  3.)  and  Ifaac  Voffius  (Ob-  Fabricius,  Bibl.  Grsc.  torn.  ix.  p.  400. 
fervat.    Var.    p.    26 — 34.)    have    indulged 

Vol.  III.  F  f  fide 
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fide  by  gardens  and  villas,  fuggefted  the  common,  though  hiconvc- 
nient,  pradice  of  raifmg  the  houfes  to  a  confiderable  height  in  the 
air  "\  But  the  loftincfs  of  thefe  buildings,  which  often  confifted  of 
hafty  work,  and  infufficient  materials,  was  the  caufe  of  frequent  and 
fatal  accidents;  and  it  was  repeatedly  enabled  by  Auguftus,  as  well 
as  by  Nero,  that  the  height  of  private  edifices,  within  the  walls  of 
Rome,  fliould  not  exceed  the  meafure  of  feventy  feet  from  the 
ground '^^^  III.  Juvenal  *'  laments,  as  it  ihould  feem  from  his  own 
experience,  the  hardfliips  of  the  poorer  citizens,  to  whom  he  ad- 
drefTcs  the  falutary  advice  of  emigrating,  without  delay,  from  the 
fmoke  of  Rome;  fmce  they  might  purchafc,  in  the  little  towns  of 
Italy,  a  cheerful  commodious  dwelling,  at  the  fame  price  which  they 
annually  paid  for  a  dark  and  miferable  lodging.  Houfe-rent  was 
therefore  immoderately  dear  :  the  rich  acquired,  at  an  enormous 
expence,  the  ground,  which  they  covered  with  palaces  and  gardens ; 
but  the  body  of  the  Roman  people  was  crowded  into  a  narrow 
fpace ;  and  the  different  floors,  and  apartments,  of  the  fame  houfe» 
were  divided,  as  it  is  ftill  the  cuflom  of  Paris,  and  other  cities,  among 
feveral  families  of  plebeians.     IV.  The  total  number  of  houfes   in 

*'  In  ea  autem  majeftate  urbis,  et  civium         Ultimus  ardebit,  quern  tegula  fola  tuetur 
infinita  frequentiainnumerabiles  habitationes         A  pluvia.  Juvenal.  Satir.  iii.  199. 

opus  fuit  explicare.     Ergo  cum  recipere  non         «9  Read  the  whole  third  fatire,  but  parti- 

pod'et  area  plana  tantam     multitudinem  in  cularly  166.   223,  &c.    The  dcfcription  of  a 

urbe,    ad    auxilium    altitudinis    sedificiorum  crowded  hifula,  or  lodging-houie,  in  Petro- 

res  ipfa  coegit  devenire.   Vitruv.  ii.  8.    This  nius  (c:  95.   97.),  perfedly  tallies   with  the 

paffiige,  which   I    owe    to  Voffius,    is    clear,  complaints   of  Juvenal;  and  we  learn  fronv 

llrong,  and  comprehenfive.  legal  authority,  that,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus 

*"  The  fucceffive  teftimonies  of  Pliny,  (Heineccius,  Hift.  Juris  Roman,  c.  iv.  p. 
Ariftides,  Claudian,  Rutilius,  &c.  prove  the  181.),  the  ordinary  rent  of  the  feveral  ccena- 
infufficiency  of  thefe  reftridive  edifts.  See  cula.,  or  apartments  of  an  infula,  annually 
Lipfius,  de  Magnitud.  Romana,  1.  iii.  c.  produced  forty  thoufand  fefterces,  between 
4.  three  and  four  hundred  pounds  fterling  (Pan- 
Tabulata  tibi  jam  tertia  fumant  deft.   1.  xix.  tit.  ii.  N"  30.) ;  a  fu.m  which 

Tu  nefcis  ;  nam  fi  gradibus  trepidatur  ab  proves  at  once   the   large  extent,  and  high 

imis  value,  of  thofe  common  buildings. 

the 
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tlie  fourteen  regions  of  the  city,  is  accurately  ftated  in  the  defcriptlon     ^^l^,  ''• 

XXXi. 

of    Rome,  compofed    under    the    reign   of    Theodofnis,    and    they    '■■ v-~--> 

amount  to  forty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-two '". 
The  two  claffes  of  domus  and  of  infnla^  into  which  they  are  divided, 
include  all  the  habitations  of  the  capital,  of  every  rank  and  condition, 
from  the  marble  palace  of  the  Anicii,  with  a  numerous  eftablifhment 
of  freedmen  and  flaves,  to  the  lofty  and  narrow  lodging-houfe,  where 
the  poet  Codrus,  and  his  wife,  were  permitted  to  hire  a  wretched  garret 
immediately  under  the  tiles.  If  we  adopt  the  fame  average,  wliicli, 
under  fimilar  circumftances,  has  been  found  applicable  to  Paris  '\  and 
indifferently  allow  about  twenty-five  perfons  for  each  houfe,  of  every 
degree,  we  may  fairly  eftimate  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  at  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  :  a  number  which  cannot  be  thought  exceffive  for 
the  capital  of  a  mighty  empire,  though  it  exceeds  the  populouluefs 
of  the  greateft  cities  of  modern  Europe  '\ 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  Rome  under  the  reign  of  Honorlus ;  at  tlie  Fi'ft  'iege  of 
time  when  the  Gothic  army  formed  the  fiege,  or  rather  the  blockade,  Goths, 
of  the  city  ".  By  a  fkilful  difpofition  of  his  numerous  forces,  who 
impatiently  watched  the  moment  of  an  aflault,  Alaric  encompafled 
the  walls,  commanded  the  twelve  principal  gates,  intercepted  all 
communication  with  the  adjacent  country,  and  vigilantly  guarded  the 
navigation  of  the  Tyber,  from  which  the  Romans  derived  the  fureft 

'°  This   Aim  total  is  compofed  of  1780  from  that  which  M.  Brotier,  the  lail  editor  of 

demus,  or  great  houfes,  of  46,602  infulis,  or  Tacitus  (torn.  ii.  p.  380.),  has  anumed  from 

plebeian  habitations    (See   Nardini,    Roma  fimilar  principles;   though   he  feerns  to  aim 

Antica,  1.  iii.  p.    8S.)  ;  and  thefe  numbers  at  a  degree  of  precifion,  which  it  is  neither 

are  afcertiined  by  the  agreement  of  the  texts  poffible  nor  important  to  obtain, 
of  the  dilferent  Notitia;.     Nardini,    1.   viii.  '^  For    the  events    of    the    iirft   fiege    of 

p.  498.  500.  Rome,    which    are   often    confounded    with 

'' See  that  accurate  writer  M.  de  Meflance,  thofe  of  the  fecond  and  third,   fee  Zofimus, 

Recherches  fur  la  Population,  p.    175  —  187.  1.    v.   p.    350—354.     Sozomen,  1.  ix.  c.   6. 

From  probable,  or  certain  grounds,  he  afligns  Olympiodorus,    ap.    Phot.   p.    180.     Philo- 

to  Paris  23,565  houfes,  71,1 14  families,  and  llorgius,  1.  xii.  c.  3.  and  Godefroy,  Diflertat. 

576,630  inhabitants.  P- 4^7 — 475- 

'^  This  computation  is  not  very  different 

F  f  3  and 
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and  moll  plentiful  fupply  of  provifions.     The  firft  emotions  of  the 
nobles,  and  of  the  people,  were  thofe  of  furprife  and  indignation 
that  a  vile  Barbarian  fliould  dare  to  infult  the  capital  of  the  world : 
but  their    arrogance  was  foon    humbled  by  misfortune  ;  and  their 
immanly  rage,  inftead  of  being  diredted  againft  an  enemy  in  arms, 
was  meanly  exercifed  on   a  dcfencelefs  and  innocent  vidim.     Per- 
haps   in    the    perfon    of   Serena,    the    Romans    might    have    re- 
fpeded  the   niece  of  Theodoims,  the  aunt,  nay  even  the  adoptive 
mother,  of  the  reigning  emperor  :  but  they  abhorred  the  widow  of 
Stilicho ;  and  they  liftened  with  credulous  paflion  to  the  tale  of  ca- 
lumny, which  accufed  her  of  maintaining  a  fecret  and  criminal  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Gothic  invader.     Aduated,  or  overawed,  by 
the  fame  popular  frenzy,  the  fenate,  without  requiring  any  evidence 
of  her  guilt,  pronounced  the   fentence  of  her  death.     Serena  was 
ignominioufly  ftrangled ;  and  the  Infatuated  multitude  were  aftoniflied 
to  find,  that  this  cruel  ad  of  Injuftice  did  not  immediately  produce 
the  retreat  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  city.     That 
unfortunate  city  gradually  experienced  the  diftrefs  of  fcarcity,  and  at 
length  the  horrid  calamities  of  famine.    The  daily  allowance  of  three 
pounds  of  bread  was  reduced  to  one-half,  to  one-third,  to  nothing ;, 
and  the  price  of  corn  flill  continued  to  rife  in  a  rapid  and  extrava- 
gant proportion.     The  poorer  citizens,  who  were  unable  to  purchafe 
the  necefUxries  of  life,    folicited  the  precarious  charity  of  the  rich  j 
and  for  a  while  the  public  mifery  was  alleviated  by  the  humanity  of 
Locta,  the  widow  of  the  emperor  Gratlan,  who  had  fixed  her  refi- 
dence  at  Rome,  and   confecrated,  to  the  ufe   of  the  indigent,  the 
princely  revenue,  which  fhe  annually  received  from   the  grateful 
fucceffors  of  her  hufoand  '*,     But  thefe  private  and  temporary  dona- 
tives were  infufficient  to  appeafe  the  hunger  of  a  numerous  people ; 


'+  The  mother  cf  Lsta  was  named  PifTumena. 
unknown.     Ducange,  Fam.  Byzantin,  p.  59. 


Her  father,  family,  and  country  are 


and 
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and  the  progrefs  of  famine  invaded  the  marble  paLices  of  the  fenators   CHAP. 

aXXL* 

themfelvcs.     The  perfons  of  both  fexes,  who  had  been  educated  in  u— v— — ' 
the  enjoyment  of  eafe  and  luxury,  difcovered  how  little  is  requifitc 
to  fupply  the   demands  of  nature ;    and  laviflied    their    unavailing 
treafures  of  gold  and  fdver,  to  obtain  the  coarfe  and  fcanty  fuftenance 
which  they  would  formerly  have  rejcdted  with  difdain.     The  food 
the  moft  repugnant  to  fenfe  or  imagination,  the  aliments  the  mofl 
unwholefome   and  pernicious  to  the  conflitution,  were   eagerly  de- 
voured,   and    fiercely  difputed,  by   the   rage    of  hunger.     A    dark 
fufpicion  was  entertained,  that  fome  defperate  wretches  fed  on  the 
bodies  of  their  fellow-creatures,  whom  they  had  fecretly  murdered  ; 
and   even   mothei-s  (fuch  was  the  horrid  conflidl  of  the   two  moft 
powerful  inftindls  implanted  by  nature  in  the  human  breaft),  even 
mothers  are  faid  to  have  tafted  the  flefh  of  their  flaughtcred  infants  "  ! 
Many  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  expired  in  their  houfes,  Plague* 
or  in  the  ftreets,  for  want   of  fuftenance ;  and  as  the  public  fepul- 
chres  without  the    walls  were    in   the   power    of  the    enemy,    the 
flench,  which  arofe  from  fo  many  putrid  and  unburied  carcafles,  in- 
fedled  the  air ;  and  the  miferies  of  famine  were  fucceeded  and  ag- 
gravated by  the  contagion  of  a  peftilential  difeafe.    The  affurances  of 
fpecdy  and.  efiedual  relief,  which  were  repeatedly  tranfmitted  from 
the  court  of  Ravenna,  fupported,   for  fome  time,   the  fainting  re- 
folution  of  the  Romans,,  till  at  length  the  defpair  of  any  human  aid 
tempted  them   to   accept  the  offers  of  a  prseternatural  deliverance.  Superflitioir, 
Pompeianus,  prafed:  of  the  city,  had  been  perfuaded,  by  the  art  or 
fanaticifm  of  fome  Tufcan  diviners,  that,  by  the  myfterious  force  of 

^5  Ad  nefandos  cibos  erupit  efurientium  the  fieges  of  Jerufalem  and  Paris.     For  the 

nbies,  et    fua   invicem    membra  laiiiarunt,  latter,  compare  the  tenth  book  of  the  Hen- 

dum   mater  non  parcit  la£lenti  infantia;  ;  et  riade,   and  the  Journal  de  Henri  IV.   torn.  i. 

lecipic   utero,    quern    panllo    ante  eftuderat.  p.47  — 83. ;  and  obfcrve  that  a  plain  narrative 

Jerom  ad  Principiam,  torn.  i.  p.  121.     The  of  fafts  is    much    more   pathetic,    than    the 

feme  horrid  circumftance  is  likevvife  told  of  moft  laboured  defoiptions  of  epic  poetry. 

fpclls 


211  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

'- ;^1/^  ^'  Tpells  and  facrlfi.ces,  they  could  extradl  the  Ughtning  from  the  clouds, 
and  point  thofe  celeftial  fires  againft  the  camp  of  the  Barharians  '*. 
The  important  fecret  was  communicated  to  Innocent,  the  bifhop  of 
Rome  ;  and  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter  is  accufed,  perhaps  without 
foundation,  of  preferring  the  fafety  of  the  republic  to  the  rigid  fe- 
verity  of  the  Chriftian  worfhip.  But  when  the  queflion  was  agi- 
tated in  the  fenate;  when  It  was  propofed,  as  an  eiTential  condition* 
that  thofc  facrifices  fhould  be  performed  in  the  Capitol,  by  the  au- 
thority, and  in  the  prefence  of,  the  magiflrates;  the  majority  of  that 
refpe£table  affembly,  apprehenfive  either  of  the  Divine,  or  of  the 
Imperial,  difplcafure,  refufed  to  join  in  an  a£t,  which  appeared 
almoft  equivalent  to  the  public  refloration  of  Paganifm  ''. 

The  Lift  refource  of  the  Romans  was  in  the  clemency,  or  at  leaft 
in  llic  moderation,  of  the  king  of  the  Goths.  The  fenate,  who  in 
this  emergency  affumed  the  fupreme  powers  of  government,  appointed 
two  ambaffadors  to  negociate  with  the  enemy.  This  important  truft 
was  delegated  to  Bafilius,  a  fenator,  of  Spanifli  extradion,  and  al- 
ready confpicuous  in  the  adminiftration  of  provinces  ;  and  to  John, 
the  firft  tribune  of  the  notaries,  who  was  peculiarly  qualified,  by 
his'  dexterity  in  bufinefs,  as  well  as  by  his  former  intimacy  with  the 

'*  Zofimus  (!.  V.  p.  355,  3;6.)  fpeaks  of  celTion    on   the  calends  of   March,  derived 

thefe ceremonies,  like  a  Greek  unacquainted  their  origin  from  this  myfterious  event  (Ovid, 

with  tlie  national    fuperftition  of  Rome  and  Faft.  iii.    259 — 398.).     It  was  probably  de- 

Tufcany.     I  fufpeft,   that  they  confided   of  figned  to  revive  this  ancient  feltival,  which 

two   parts,  the  fecret,  and   the  public;  the  had  been  fupprefled  by  Theodofius.     In  that 

former  were  probably  an  imitation  of  the  arts  cafe, we  recover  a  chronological  date  (March 

r.nd  fpells,  by  which  Numa  had  drawn  down  the  ift,  A.  D.  409.)  which  has  not  hitherto 

]upiter  and   his   thunder  on   Mount   Aven-  been  obferved. 
tine.  "   Sozomen   (I.  ix.  c.  6.)  infinuates,  that 

Quid  agant  laqueis,    quK  carmina  the  experiment  was  aftually,  though  unfuc- 

dicant  cefslully,  made;  but  he  does  not  mention 

Quaque    trahant    fuperis   fedibus    arte  the  name  of  Innocent :  and  Tiilemont  (Mem. 

Jovem  Ecclef.  torn.  x.  p.  645.)   is  determined   not 

Scire  nefas  homini.  to  believe,   that  a  pope  could  be  guilty  of 

The  ancilia,  or  fhields  of  Mars,  the  pignora  fuch  impious  condefcenfion. 

Imperii,  which  were  carried  in  folemn  pro- 

Gothic 


JMaric  ac- 

cepts 

a  ran 

llMll, 

and 

riifes 

the 

fiege. 
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Gothic  prince.  When  they  were  Introduced  into  his  prcfence,  they  CHAP, 
declared,  perhaps  in  a  more  lofty  ftyle  than  became  their  abjecl 
condition,  that  the  Romans  were  refolved  to  maintain  their  dignity, 
either  in  peace  or  war ;  and  that,  if  Alaric  refufed  them  a  fair 
and  honourable  capitixlation,  he  might  found  his  trumpets,  and 
prepare  to  give  battle  to  an  innumerable  people,  exercifed  in  arm;;, 
and  animated  by  defpair.  "  The  thicker  the  hay,  the  eafier  it 
"  is  mowed,"  was  the  concife  reply  of  the  Barbarian ;  and  this 
ruftic  metaphor  was  accompanied  by  a  loud  and  infulting  laugh, 
expreflive  of  his  contempt  for  the  menaces  of  an  unwarliLc  popu- 
lace, enervated  by  luxury  before  they  were  emaciated  by  famine. 
He  then  condefcended  to  fix  the  ranfom,  which  he  would  accept  as 
the  price  of  his  retreat  from  the  walls  of  Rome  :  all  the  gold  and 
filver  in  the  city,  whether  it  were  the  property  of  the  ftate,  or  of 
individuals  ;  all  the  rich  and  precious  moveables  ;  and  all  the  flaves 
who  could  prove  their  title  to  the  name  of  Barbarians.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  the  fenate  prefumed  to  aflc,  in  a  modeft  and  fuppliant  tone, 
'*  If  fuch,  O  King,  are  your  demands,  what  do  you  intend  to  leave 
"  us?"  "Your  lives;"  replied  the  haughty  conqueror:  they 
trembled,  and  retired.  Yet  before  they  retired,  a  fhort  fufpenfion 
of  arms  was  granted,  which  allowed  fome  time  for  a  more  temperate 
negociation.  The  ftern  features  of  Alaric  were  infenfibly  relaxed  ;  he 
abated  much  of  the  rigour  of  his  terms  ;  and  at  length  confented 
to  raife  the  fiege,  on  the  immediate  payment  of  five  thoufand  pounds.- 
of  gold,  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  of  four  thoufand  robes 
of  filk,  of  three  thoufand  pieces  of  fine  fcarlet  cloth,  and  of  three 
thoufand  pounds  weight  of  pepper  '\     But  the  public   treafury  was 

exhaufted  ; 

'°  Pepper  was    a    favourite  ingredient  of    Natur.  xii.  14.     It  was  brought  from  India; 
the  mod  expenfive  Roman  cookery,  and  the     and  the  fame  country,  the  coaft  of  IVIalabar, 
bell  fort  commonly  fold   for  fifteen  denarii,     ftill  affords   the  greatell  plenty:   but  the  im- 
Of  ten  (hillings,  the  pound.    See  Pliny,  Hill,    provement  of  trade  and  navigation  has  mul- 
tiplied.. 
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CHAP.    e\hauflcd  :  the  annual  rents  of  the  great  eftates  in  Italy  and   the 

XXXI.  ' 

'..  I  -J-,,1 '  provinces,  were  intercepted  by  the  calamities  of  war ;  the  gold  and 
gems  had  been  exchanged,  during  the  famine,  for  the  vilefl  fuftc 
nance ;  the  hoards  of  fecret  wealth  were  ftill  concealed  by  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  avarice  ;  and  fome  remains  of  confecrated  fpoils  afforded 
the  only  refource  that  could  avert  the  impending  ruin  of  the  city. 
As  foon  as  the  Romans  had  fatisfied  the  rapacious  demands  of  Ala- 
ric,  they  were  reftored,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  enjoyment  of  peace 
and  plenty.  Several  of  the  gates  were  cautioufly  opened ;  the  import- 
ation of  provifions  from  the  river,  and  the  adjacent  countr}%  was 
no  longer  obflruded  by  the  Goths  ;  the  citizens  reforted  in  crowds 
to  the  free  market,  which  was  held  during  three  days  in  the  fuburbs; 
and  while  the  merchants  who  undertook  this  gainful  trade,  made  a 
confiderable  profit,  the  future  fubfiftence  of  the  city  was  fecured  by 
the  ample  magazines  which  were  depcfited  in  the  public  and  private 
granaries.  A  more  regular  difcipline,  than  could  have  been  expeded, 
was  maintained  In  the  camp  of  Alaric  ;  and  the  wife  Barbarian 
juftified  his  regard  for  the  faith  of  treaties,  by  the  juft  feverity  with 
which  he  chaftifed  a  party  of  licentious  Goths,  who  had  infulted 
fome  Roman  citizens  on  the  road  to  Oftla.  His  army,  enriched  by 
the  contributions  of  the  capital,  flowly  advanced  into  the  fair  and 
fruitful  province  of  Tufcany,  where  he  propofed  to  eftablifh  his 
winter-quarters  ;  and  the  Gothic  ftandard  became  the  refuge  of  forty 
thoufand  Barbarian  flaves,  who  had  broke  their  chains,  and  afpired, 
under  the  command  of  their  great  deliverer,  to  revenge  the  injuries, 
and  the  difgrace,  of  their  cruel  fervitude.  About  the  fame  time, 
he  received  a  more  honourable  reinforcement  of  Goths  and  Huns, 
whom  Adolphus  '',  the   ijrothei-  of  his  wife,  had  conduded,   at  his 

prefling 

tiplled  the  quantity,  and  reduced  the  price.  "  This  Gothic  chieftain  is  called  by  Jor- 
See  Hiftoire  Politique  et  Philofophique,  &c.  nandes  and  IMore,  Jthauljiius  ;  byZofimus 
toru.  i.  p.  457.  and  Orofius,  Ataulphus ;    and  by   Olympio- 

dorus. 
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prefTine  invitation,  from  the  banks   of  the  Danube  to  thofe  of  the    CHAP. 
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Ty.ber  ;  and  who  had  cut  their  way,  with  fome  difficulty  and  lofs,    t,  — y-iLr 

through  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Imperial  troops.     A  vidorious 

leader,    who  united  the   daring  fpirit  of  a  Barbarian  with  the  art 

and  difcipline  of  a  Roman  general,  was  at  the  head  of  an  hundred 

-thoufand  fighting  men ;  and  Italy  pronounced,  with  terror  and  re- 

fpe<9;,  the  formidable  name  of  Alaric°°. 

At  the  diftance   of  fourteen  centuries,  we   may  be   fatisfied  with   F'""itli?'s  ne- 

...  ...  1    •  /•     1  r-  gociations 

relatmg  the  military  exploits  ot  the  conquerors  of  Rome,   without   for  peace, 
.prefuming  to  inveftigate  the  motives  of  their  political  condudl.     In 
the  midft  of  his  apparent  profperity,  Alaric  was  confcious,  perhaps, 
of  fome  fecret  weaknefs,  fome  internal  defedt ;  or  perhaps  the  mo- 
deration which  he  difplayed,  was  intended  only  to  deceive  and  dif- 
arm  the  eafy  credulity  of  the  minifters  of  Honorius.     The  king  of 
the  Goths  repeatedly  declared,  that  it  was  his  defire  to  be  confidered 
as  the  friend  of  peace,  and  of  the  Romans.     Three  fenators,  at  his 
earneft  requeft,  were  fent  ambafladors  to  the  court  of  Ravenna,  to 
folicit  the  exchange  of  hoflages,  and  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  ; 
and  the  propofals,  which  he  more  clearly  exprefled  during  the  courfe 
of  the  negociations,  could  only  infpire  a  doubt  of  his  fincerity,  as 
they  might  feem  inadequate  to  the  ftate  of  his  fortune.     The  Bar- 
barian ftill  afpired   to  the  rank  of  mafter-general  of  the  armies  of 
the  Weft  ;  he  ftipulated  an  annual  fubfidy  of  corn  and  money;  and 
he  chofe  the  provinces  of  Dalmatia,  Noricum,  and  Venetia,  for  the 
feat  of  his  new  kingdom,  which  would  have  commanded  the  im- 
portant communication  between   Italy  and  the  Danube.     If  thefe 
modeft  terms  fhould  be  rejedled,  Alaric  fhewed  a  difpofition  to  relin- 

dorus,  Adaottlfhus.  I  have  ufed  the  celebrated  mans,  &c.  is  taken  from  ZoCmus,  1.  v.  p. 

name  of  Jdolphus,  which  feems  to  be  autho-  354,   355.  358,  359.  362,   363.     The  addi-       ' 

*ifed  by  the  praftice  of  the  Swedes,   the  Tons  tional  circumftances  are  too  few  and  trifling 

or  brothers  of  the  ancient  Goths.  to  require  any  other  quotation, 
'"  The  treaty  between  Alaric  and  the  Ro- 

Vol.  III.  G  g  quifli 
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CHAP,    qulfh  his  pecuniary  demamds,  and  even  to  content  himfelf  with  the 
poffefTion   of  Noricum  ;    an   exhaufted  and   impoverifhed   country, 
perpetually  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  the  Barbarians  of  Germany". 
But  the  hopes  of  peace  were  difappointed  by  the  weak  obftinacy,  or 
interefted  views,  of  the   minifter  Olympius.     Without  liftening  to 
the  falutary  remonftrances  of  the  fenate,  he  difmifled  their  ambafla- 
dors  under  the  conduit  of  a  military  efcort,  too  numerous  for  a  re- 
tinue  of  honour,    and    too   feeble    for   an   army  of  defence.     Six 
thoufand  Dalmatians,  the   flower  of  the  Imperial  legions,  were  or- 
dered to  march  from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  through  an  open  country, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  formidable  myriads  of  the  Barbarians. 
Thefe  brave  legionaries,  encompafTed  and  betrayed,   fell  a  facrifice 
to  minifterial  folly ;  their  general  Valens,  with  an  hundred  foldiers, 
efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle ;  and  one  of  the  ambafladors,  who 
could  no  longer  claim  the  proteftion  of  the  law  of  nations,  was 
obliged  to  purchafe  his  freedom  with  a  ranfom  of  thirty  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold.     Yet  Alaric,  inflead  of  refenting  this  aO.  of  impotent 
hoftility,  immediately  renewed  his  propofals  of  peace :  and  the  fecond 
embafly-  of  the  Roman  fenate,  which  derived  weight  and  dignity 
from  the  prefence  of  Innocent,  bifhop  of  the  city,  was  guarded 
from  the  dangers   of  the  road  by  a  detachment  of  Gotliic  fol- 
diers °\ 

Olympius  "  might  have  continued  to  infult  the  juft  refentment  of 
a  people,  who  loudly  accufed  him  as  the  author  of  the  public  cala- 
mities ;  but  his  power  was  undermined  by  the  fecret  intrigues  of  the 
palace.  The  favourite  eunuchs  transferred  the  government  of  Ho- 
norius,  and  the  empire,  to  Jovius,  the  Prsetorian  prxfe£t ;   an  un- 


Change  and 
fucceflion  of 
miniilers. 


"  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  367,  368,  369.  '^  For  the  adventures  of  Olympius,  and 

*'■  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  360,  361,   362.  The  his   fucceflbrs  in  the  miniftry,  fee  Zofimus, 

bifhop,  by  remaining  at  Ravenna,   efcaped  1.  v.  p.  363.  365,  366.  and  Olympiodor.  ap. 

the  impending  calamities  of  the  city.     Oro-  Phot.  p.  180,   181. 

fjus,  L  vii.  c.  39.  p.  573. 

worthy 
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worthy  fei'vant,  who  did  not  atone,  by  the  merit  of  perfonal  attachment, 
for.  the  errors  and  misfortunes  of  his  adminiftration.  The  exile,  or 
efcape,  of  the  guilty  Olympius,  referved  him  for  more  viciflitudes  of  for- 
tune: he  experienced  the  adventures  of  an  obfcure  and  wandering  Ufe; 
he  again  rofe  to  power ;  he  fell  a  fecond  time  into  difgrace ;  his  ears 
were  cut  off;  he  expired  under  the  lafli ;  and  his  ignominious  death 
afforded  a  grateful  Ipedacle  to  the  fiiends  of  Stilicho.  After  the  re- 
moval of  Olympius,  whofe  charadter  was  deeply  tainted  with  religious 
fanaticifm,  the  Pagans  and  heretics  were  delivered  from  the  impolitic 
profcription,  which  excluded  them  from  the  dignities  of  the  ftate. 
The  brave  Gennerid°\  a  foldier  of  Barbarian  origin,  who  ftill  adhered 
to  the  worfliip  of  his  anceftors,  had  been  obliged  to  lay  afide  the 
military  belt ;  and  though  he  was  repeatedly  affured  by  the  emperor 
himfelf,  that  laws  were  not  made  for  perfons  af  his  rank  or  merit, 
he  refufed  to  accept  any  partial  difpenfation,  and  perfevered  in  ho- 
nourable difgrace,  till  he  had  extorted  a  general  adt  of  juftice  from 
the  diftrefs  of  the  Roman  government.  The  conduiSt  of  Gennerid, 
in  the  important  ftation,  to  which  he  •was  promoted  or  reftored,  of 
mafter-general  of  Dalmatia,  Pannonia,  Noricum,  and  Rha^tia,  feemed 
to  revive  the  difcipline  and  fpirit  of  the  republic.  From  a  life  of 
idlenefs  and  want,  his  troops  were  foon  habituated  to  fevere  exercife, 
and  plentiful  fubfiftence ;  and  his  private  generofity  often  fupplied 
the  rewards,  which  were  denied  by  the  avarice,  or  poverty,  of  the 
court  of  Ravenna.  The  valour  of  Gennerid,  formidable  to  the  ad- 
jacent Barbarians,  was  the  firmeft  bulwark  of  the  Illyrian  frontier; 
and  his  vigilant  care  affifted  the  empire  with  a  reinforcement  of  ten 

'■*■  Zofimus  (].  V.  p.  364.)  relates  this  cir-  court  of  Ravenna,  to  complain  of  the  law, 

cumftance  with  vifible  complacency,  and  ce-  which  had  been  juft  enafted,  that  all  conver- 

lebrates  the  charafter    of   Gennerid   as  the  fions  to  ChriiUanity  flioulJ  be  free  and  vohm- 

laft  glory  of  expiring   paganifm.     Very  dif-  tary.     See  Baronius,  Annal.   Ecclef.  A.  D. 

ferent  were  the  fentiments  of  the  council  of  409.  N'  12.    A.  D.  410.  N°  47,  48.  ^ 
.Carthage,  who  deputed  four  bifhops  to  tliC 

G  g  2  thoufand 
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CHAP,    thoulimd  Huns,  who  arrived  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  attended  by 

XXXI.  J  '  J 

luch  a  convoy  of  provifions^  and  fuch  a  numerous  train  of  flieep 

and  oxen,  as  might  have  been  fufficient,   not  only  for  the  march  of 
an  army,  but  for  the  fettlement  of  a  colony.      But  the  court  and 
councils  of  Honorius  ftill  remained  a  fcene  of  weaknefs  and  diflrac- 
tion,  of  corruption  and  anarchy.     Inftigated  by  the  pi-xfe<fl  Jovius, 
the  guards  rofe  in    furious  mutiny,  and  demanded  the  heads  of  two 
generals,  and  of  the  two  principal  eunuchs.     The  generals,  under 
a  perfidious  promife  of  fafety,  were  fent  on  fliip-board,    and  pri- 
vately executed ;  while  the  favour  of  the  eunuchs  procured  them  a 
mild  and  fecure  exile  at  Milan  and  Conftantinople.     Eufebius  the 
eunuch,  and  the  Barbarian  AUobich,  fucceeded  to  tlie  command  of 
the  bed-chamber   and  of  the  guards ;    and  the   mutual  jealoufy   of 
thefe  fubordinate  minifters  was  the  caufe  of  their  mutual  deftrudlion. 
By  the  infolent  order  of  the  count  of  the  domeflics,  the  great  cham- 
berlain was  fhamefully  beaten  to  death  with  flicks,  before   the  eyes 
of  the  aftoniflied  emperor ;  and  the  fubfequent  afTaffiuation  of  AUo- 
bich, in  the  midft  of  a  public  proceHion,  is  the  only  circumftance  of 
his  life,    in   which   Honorius   difcovered   the  fainteft    fymptom    of 
courage  or  refentment.     Yet  before  they  fell,  Eufebius  and  AUo- 
bich had  contributed  their  part  to  the  ruin   of  the  empire,  by  op- 
pofing  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  which  Jovius,  from  a  felfifh,  and 
perhaps  a  criminal,  motive,  had  negociated  with  Alaric,    in  a  per- 
fonal  interview  under  the  walls  of  Rimini.     During  the  abfence  of 
Jovius,  the  emperor  was  perfuaded  to  affume  a  lofty  tone  of  inflexible 
dignity,  fuch  as  neither  his  fituation,  nor  his  character,  could  enable 
him  to  fupport :  and  a  letter,  figned  with  the  name  of  Honorius,  was 
immediately  difpatched  to  the  Prxtorian  praefedt,  granting  him  a  free 
permiffion  to  difpofe  of  the  public  money,  but  fternly  refufing  to 
proftitute  the  military  honours  of  Rome  to  the  proud  demands  of  a 
Bai'barian.     This  letter  was  imprudently  communicated  to  Alaric 

himfelf; 
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himfelf  J  and  the  Goth,  who  in  the  whole  tranfadtion  Jiad  behaved    CHAP. 

XXXI. 

with  temper  and  decency,  cxprefled,  in  the  moft  outrageous  language,  >_  -.-  _t 
his  lively  lenfe  of  the  infult  fo  wantonly  offered  to  his  perfon,  and 
to  his  nation.  The  conference  of  Riniini  was  haftily  interrupted  ; 
and  the  prsefe£t  Jovius,  on  his  return  to  Ravenna,  was  compelled  to 
adopt,  and  even  to  encourage,  the  falliionable  opinions  of  the  court. 
By  his  advice  and  exaniple,  the  principal  officers  of  the  ftate  and 
army  were  obliged  to  fwear,  that,  without  liftening,  in  any  circum- 
ftances,  to  ^/y  conditions  of  peace,  they  v/ould  ftill  perfevere  in  per- 
petual and  implacable  war  againfl  the  enemy  of  the  republic.  This 
rafh  engagement  oppofed  an  infuperable  bar  to  all  future  negociation. 
The  minifters  of  Honorius  were  heard  to  declare,  that,  if  they  had 
only  invoked  the  name  of  the  Deity,  they  would  confult  the  public 
fafety,  and  truft  their  fouls  to  the  mercy  of  Heaven  :  but  they  had 
fworn,  by  the  facred  head  of  the  emperor  himfelf;  they  had  touched, 
in  folemn  ceremony,  that  auguft  feat  of  majefty  and  wifdom ;  and 
the  violation  of  their  oath  would  expofe  them  to  the  temporal  penalties 
of  facrilege  and  rebellion  "'. 

While  the  empei-or  and  his  court  enjoyed,  with  fullen  pride,  the   ^f"'"''  ""'fg^ 

'■  J    J       '  '■  oi  Rome  by 

fecurity  of  the  marlhes  and  fortifications  of  Ravenna,  they  abandoned  the  Goths, 
Rome,  almoft  without  defence,  to  the  i-efentment  of  Alaric.  Yet 
fuch  was  the  moderation  which  he  ftill  preferved,  or  aifeded,  that, 
as  he  moved  with  his  army  along  the  Flaminian  way,  he  fucceflively 
difpatched  the  blfhops  of  the  towns  of  Italy  to  reiterate  his  offers  of 
peace,  and  to  conjure  the  emperor,  that  he.  would  fave  the  city  and 

*5  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  367,  368,  369.    This  Tertullian  complains,  that  it  was  the  only 

cnftom  of  fvvearing  by  the  head,  or  life,  or  oath  which  the  Romans  of  his   time  affefted 

•f'.fety,  or  genius,  of  the   fovereign,  was  of  to  reverence.     See  an  elegant  Diflertation  of' 

the  higheft  antiquity,    both   in   Egypt   (Ge-  the  Abbe  Maflleu  on  the   Oaths  of  the   An- 

■refis  xlii.    15.)    and    Scythia.     It   was    foon  cients,  in  the  Mem.   de   I'Academie  des  In- 
transferred,  by  flattery,  to  the  Csefars;  and  fcriptions,  torn.  i.  p.  208,209. 

.    its 
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its  inhabitants  from  hoftile  fire,  and  the  fvvord  of  the  Barl)ariai\s  ". 
Thefe  impending  calamities  were  however  averted,  not  indeed  by  the 
wifdom  of  Honorius,  but  by  the  prudence  or  humanity  of  the  Gothic 
king  ;  who  employed  a  milder,  though  not  lefs  effectual,  method 
of  conqueft.  Inftead  of  aflaulting  the  capital,  he  fuccefsfully  di- 
redled  his  efforts  againft  the  Port  of  Oftia,  one  of  the  boldeft  and  moft 
ftupendous  works  of  Roman  magnificence  "'.  The  accidents  to  which 
the  precarious  fubfiftence  of  the  city  was  continually  expofed  in  a  win- 
ter-navigation, and  an  open  road,  had  fuggefted  to  the  genius  of  the 
firft  Csfar  the  ufeful  defign,  which  was  executed  under  the  reign  of 
Claudius.  The  artificial  moles,  which  formed  the  narrow  entrance, 
advanced  far  into  the  fea,  and  firmly  repelled  the  fury  of  the  waves, 
while  the  largeft  veflels  fecurely  rode  at  anchor  within  three  deep 
and  capacious  bafons,  which  received  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Tyber,  about  two  miles  from  the  ancient  colony  of  GRia*'.     The 


'"  Zofimus,  I.  V.  p.  368,  369.  I  have 
foftened  the  expreffions  of  Alaric,  who  ex- 
patiates, in  too  florid  a  manner,  on  the  hif- 
tory  of  Rome. 

"  See  Sueton.  in  Claiid.  c.  20.  Bion  Caf- 
fius,'  I.  Ix.  p.  949.  edit.  Reimar.  and  the 
lively  defcription  of  Juvenal,  Satir.  xii. 
75,  &c.  In  the  fixteenth  century,  when'the 
lemains  of  this  Augurtan  port  were  ftill  vi- 
fible,  the  antiquarians  (ketched  the  plan  (fee 
d'Anviile,  Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  Infcrip- 
tions,  torn.  xxx.  p.  198.),  and  declared,  with 
enthufiafm,  that  all  the  monarchs  of  Europe 
would^ue  unable  to  execute  fo  great  a  work 
(Bergier,  Hift-  des  grands  Chemins  des  Re- 
mains, torn.  ii.  p.  356.). 

8*  The  Oftia  Tyberina  (fee  Cluver.  Italia 
Antiq.  1.  iii.  p.  S70 — 879.),  in  the  plural 
number,  the  two  mouths  of  the  Tyber, 
^were  feparated  by  the  Holy  Ifland,  an  equi- 
lateral triangle,  whofe  fides  were  each  of 
them  computed  at  about  two  miiles.  The 
■cplony  of  Oftia  was  founded  immediately  be- 


yond the  left,  orfouthern,  and  the  Port  im- 
mediately beyond  the  right,  or  northern, 
branch  of  the  river  ;  and  the  diftance  be- 
tween their  remains  meafures  fomething 
more  than  two  miles  on  Cingolani's  map.  In 
the  time  of  Strabo,  the  fand  and  mud  de- 
pofited  by  the  Tyber,  had  choked  the  har- 
bour of  Oftia  ;  the  progrefs  of  the  fame  caufe 
.■has  added  much  to  the  fize  of  the  Holy  Idand, 
and  gradually  left  both  OIlia  and  the  Port  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fhore.  The 
dry  channels  (fiumi  morti),  and  the  large  ef- 
tuaries  (Itagno  di  Ponente,  de  Levante),  mark 
the  changes  of  the  river,  and  the  efforts  of 
the  fea.  Confult,  for  the  prefent  ftate  of  this 
dreary  and  defolate  tract,  the  excellent  map 
of  the  eccefiaftical  ftate  by  the  mathematicians 
of  Benedict  XIV.  ;  an  aftual  furvey  of  the 
^gro  Romano,  in  fix  ftieets,  by  Cingolani, 
which  contains  I  ij,8igru&iia  (about  570,000 
acres)  ;  and  the  large  topographical  map  of 
Ameti,  in  eight  flieets. 

Roman 
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Roman  Port  infenfihly  fwelled  to  the  fize  of  an  epifcopal  city  *',  C  H  A  P. 
where  the  corn  of  Africa  was  depofited  in  fpacious  granaries  for  the  »>-  -.,~  ,/ 
ufe  of  the  capital.  As  foon  as  Alaric  was  in  poflefnon  of  that  im"- 
portant  place,  he  fummoned  the  city  to  furrender  at  difcretion ;  and 
his  demands  were  enforced  by  the  pofitive  declaration,  that  a  re- 
fufal,  or  even  a  delay,  Ihould  be  inftantly  followed  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  magazines,  on  which  the  life  of  the  Roman  people  de- 
pended. The  clamours  of  that  people,  and  the  terror  of  famine, 
fubdued  the  pride  of  the  fenate  ;  they  liftened,  without  reludtance, 
to  the  propofal  of  placing  a  new  emperor  on  the  throne  of  the  un- 
worthy Honorius  ;  and  the  fufFrage  of  the  Gothic  conqueror  be- 
ftowed  the  purple  on  Attalus,  prsefedl  of  the  city.  The  grateful 
monarch  immediately  acknowledged  his  protedtor  as  mafter-general 
of  the  armies  of  the  Weft  ;  Adolphus,  with  the  rank-of  count  of  the 
domeftics,  obtained  the  cuftody  of  the  perfon  of  Attalus;  and  the  two 
hoftile  nations  feemed  to  be  united  in  the  clofefl  bands  of  friendihip 
and  alliance '°. 

The  gates  of  the  city  were  thrown  open,  and  the  new  emperor  Attalus  h 
of  the  Romans,  encompafled  on  every  fide  by  the  Gothic  arms,  was  pe^ror^bySe 
condudled,  in  tumultuous  proceffion,  to  the  palate  of  Auguftus  and  Romans" 
Trajan.     After  he  had  diftributed   the  civil  and   military  dignities 
among  his  favourites  and  followers,  Attalus  convened  an   aflembly 
of  the  fenate  ;  before  whom,  in  a  formal  and  florid  fpeech,  he  af- 
ferted  his  refolution  of  reftoring  the  majefty  of  the  republic,  and  of 

"  As  early  as  the  third,  (Lardner's  Credi-  the  bifhop,   who  rank?  as  one  of  fix  cardinal- 

bility    of  the    Gofpel,    part  ii.   vol.   iii.   p.  bifliops  of  the  Roman  church.   See  Efchinard, 

89 — 92.)    or  at  leaft  the  fourth,  century  (Ca-  Defcrizione  di  Roma  et  dell'  Agro  Romano, 

rol.  a  Sandlo  Paulo,  Notit.  Ecclef.  p.  47.),  p.  328. 

the  Port  of  Rome  was  an  epifcopal  city,  which  ^°  For  the  elevation   of  Attalus,    confult 

was  demolifhed,  asit  fhould  feem,  in  theninth  Zofimus,  l.vi.  p.  377  — 380.    Sozomen,  1.  ix. 

century,  by  pope  Gregory  IV.  duringthein-  c.  8,  9.     Olympiodor.  ap.  Phot.  p.  i8r,  181. 

curfions  of  the  Arabs.  It  is  now  reduced  to  an  Philoilorg.  1.  xii.  c.  3.   and   Godcfroy,  Dif- 

inn,  a  church,  and  the  houfe,  or  palace,  of  fertat.  p.  470, 

6  ,  uniting 
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CHAP,    uniting  to  the  empire  the  provinces  of  Egypt   and  the  EafI:,  which 

XXXI. 

' , '  had  once  acknov.dedged  the  fovereignty  of  Rome.  Such  extrava- 
gant promifes  infpired  every  reafonable  citizen  with  a  juft  contempt 
for  the  character  of  an  unwarlike  ufurper ;  whofe  elevation  was  the 
deepeft  and  moft  ignominious  wound  which  the  repubhc  had  yet 
fuftained  from  the  iufolence  of  the  Barbarians.  But  the  populace, 
with  their  ufual  levity,  applauded  the  change  of  mafters.  The 
public  difcontent  was  favourable  to  the  rival  of  Honorius  ;  and  the 
fedlaries,  opprefTed  by  his  perfecuting  edidts,  expeded  fome  degree 
of  countenance,  or  at  leaft  of  toleration,  from  a  prince,  who,  in  his 
native  country  of  Ionia,  had  been  educated  in  the  Pagan  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  who  had  fmce  received  the  facrament  of  baptifm  from  the 
hands  of  an  Arian  bifhop  °'.  The  firft  days  of  the  reign  of  Attalus 
were  fair  and  profperous.  An  officer  of  confidence  was  fent  with  an 
inconfiderable  body  of  troops  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  Africa;  the 
gi-eateft  part  of  Italy  fubmitted  to  the  terror  of  the  Gothic  powers ; 
and  though  the  city  of  Bologna  made  a  vigorous  and  effectual  re- 
fiftance,  the  people  of  Milan,  dilTatlsfied  perhaps  with  the  abfence 
of  Honorius,  accepted,  with  loud  acclamations,  the  choice  of  the 
Roman  fenate.  At  the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  Alaric  condudbed 
his  royal  captive  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Ravenna  ;  and  a  folemn  em- 
bafly  of  the  principal  minifters,  of  Jovius,  the  Prietorian  prsefedV,  of 
Valens,  mafter  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  of  the  quxftor  Potamius, 
and  of  Julian,  the  firft  of  the  notaries,  was  introduced,  with  martial 
pomp,  into  the  Gothic  camp.  In  the  name  of  their  fovereign,  they 
confented  to  acknowledge  the  lawful  ele<ft:ion  of  his  competitor,  and 
to  divide  the  provinces  of  Italy  and  the  Weft  between  the  two  em- 
perors.   Their  propofals  were  rejedled  with  difdain  ;  and  the  refufal 

«'   We  may  admit  the  evidence  of    Sozo-  difcontent  which  he  imputes  to  the  Anician 

men  for  the  Arian  baptifm,  and  that  of  Phi-  family,  are  very  unfavourable  to  the  Chrifti- 

loftorgius  for  the  Pagan  education,  of  Atta-  anity  of  the  new  emperor, 
lus.     The  vifible  joy  of  Zofimus,  and  the 

5  was 
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was  aggravated  by  the  Infuhing  clemency  of  Attalus,  who  conde-    ^\]^  ^  *''• 

fcendcd  to   proniife,  that,   if  Honorius  would  inuantly    reilgn    tlie    \ > / 

purj:ile,  he  fliould  be  permitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
the  peaceful  exile  of  fomc  remote  ifland  '\  So  defperatc  indeed 
did  the  fituation  of  the  fon  of  Theodofius  appear,  to  thofe  who  were 
the  beft  acquainted  with  his  ftrcngth  and  refourccs,  that  Jovius  and 
Valens,  his  minifter  and  his  general,  betrayed  their  truft,  infaracufly 
deferted  the  finking  caufe  of  their  benefadlor,  and  devoted  their 
treacherous  allegiance  to  the  fervice  of  his  more  fortunate  rival. 
Aftoniilied  by  fuch  examples  of  domeftic  treafon,  Honorius  trem- 
bled at  the  approach  of  every  fervant,  at  the  arrival  of  every  mefltn- 
ger.  Fie  dreaded  the  fecret  enemies,  who  might  lurk  in  his  capital, 
his  palace,  his  bed-chamber  ;  and  fome  fliips  lay  ready  in  the  har- 
bour of  Ravenna,  to  tranfport  the  abdicated  monarch  to  the  domi- 
nions of  his  infant  nephew,  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft. 

But  there  is  a  Providence  (fuch  at  leaft  was  the   opinion   of  the   He  is  Je- 
hiftorlan  Procopius  '^)  that  watches  over  innocence  and  folly ;    and   All^ic. 
the  pretenfions  of  Honorius  to  its  peculiar  care  cannot  reafonably  be   ^'    '  '^'°' 
difputed.     At  the  moment  when  his  defpair,  incapable  of  any  wife 
or  manly  refolution,  meditated  a  fhameful  flight,  a  feafonable  rein- 
forcement of  four  thoufand  veterans  unexpeftedly  landed  in  the  port 
of  Ravenna.     To  thefe  valiant  ftrangers,  whofe  fidelity  had  not  been 
corrupted  by  the  fad.ions  of  the  court,  he  committed  the   walls  and 
gates  of  the  city ;  and  the  flumbers  of  the  emperor  were  no  longer 
difturbed    by   the   apprchenfion    of  imminent    and  internal    danger. 
The  favourable  intelligence  which  was  received  from  Africa,  fuddenly 

'*  He  carried  his  infolence  fo  far,  as  to  de-  the   ungenerous  propofal.  (which  was   ablb- 

clare,  that  he  (hould  mutilate  Honorius  before  lutely  rejefled  by  Attalus)  to  the  bafenefs,  aud 

he  fent  him  into  exile.     But  tliis  afl'ertion  of  perhaps  the  treachery,  of  Jovius. 
Zofimus  is  dcftroyed  by  the  mere  impartial         '■''^  Procop.   dc'Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  2. 
teftimony  of  Olympiodorus,  who  attributes 

Vol;.  III.  H  h  changed 
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CHAP,  changed  the  opinions  of  men,  and  the  ftate  of  public  affairs.  The 
troops  and  officers,  whom  Attains  had  fent  into  that  province,  were 
defeated  and  flain  ;  and  the  adtive  zeal  of  Heraclian  maintained  his 
own  allegiance,  and  that  of  his  people.  The  faithful  count  of  Africa 
tranfmitted  a  large  fum  of  money,  which  fixed  the  attachment  of  the 
Imperial  guards  ;  and  his  vigilance,  in  preventing  the  exportation  of 
corn  and  oil,  introduced  famine,  tumult,  and  difcontent,  into  the 
walls  of  Rome,  The  failure  of  the  African  expedition,  was  the  fource 
of  mutual  complaint  and  recrimination  in  the  party  of  Attains  ;  and 
the  mind  of  his  protedtor  was  infenfibly  alienated  from  the  intereft 
of  a  prince,  who  wanted  fpirit  to  command,  or  docility  to  obey. 
The  moft  imprudent  meafures  were  adopted,  without  the  knowledge, 
or  againft  the  advice,  of  Alaric  ;  and  the  obftinate  refufal  of  the 
fenate,  to  allow,  in  the  embarkation,  the  mixture  even  of  five  hun- 
dred Goths,  betrayed  a  fufpicious  and  diftruftfiil  temper,  which,  in 
their  fituaticn,  was  neither  generous  nor  prudent.  The  refentment 
of  the  Gothic  king  was  exafperated  by  the  maHcious  arts  of  Jovius, 
who  had  been  raifed  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  who  afterwards 
excufed  his  double  perfidy,  by  declaring,  without  a  blufh,  that  he  had 
only  fcemed  to  abandon  the  fervtce  of  Honorius,  more  efFed:ually 
to  ruin  the  caufe  of  the  ufui-per.  In  a  large  plain  near  Rimini,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  an  innumerable  multitude  of  Romans  and  Barba- 
rians, the  wretched  Attains  was  publicly  defpoikd  of  the  di.sdem  and 
purple  ;  and  thofe  enfigns  of  royalty  were  fent  by  Alaric,  as  the 
pledge  of  peace  and  frlendfliip,  to  the  fon  of  Theodofius  °*.  The 
officers  who  returned  to  their  duty,  were  reinflated  in  their  employ- 
ments, and  even  the  merit  of  a  tardy  repentance  was  graciouily  al- 

»*  See  the  caufe  and  circumftances  of  the  fall  Code,  I.  ix.  tit.  xxxviii.  leg.  ii,  12.  which 

of  Attains    in    Zofimus,  1.  vi.  p.  380—383.  were  publifhed  the    12th  of  February,  and 

Sozomen,  1.  ix.  c,  8.     Philcftorg.  1.  xii.  c.  3.  the  8th  of  Auguft,  A.  D.  410,  evidently  re- 

The  two  afts  of  indemnity  in  the  Theodofian  late  to  this  ufurper. 

2  lowed  1 
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lowed:  but  the  degraded  emperor  of  the  Romans,  dcfirous  of  life,     ^^1.^,  ''" 

XXX] . 

and  infenfible  of  difgrace,  implored  the  permiffion  of  following  the    " u ' 

Gothic  camp,  in  the  train  of  a  haughty  and  capricious  Barbarian  ''. 

The  degradation  of  Attalus  removed  the  only  real  obftacle  to  the   '^'V'^  f'^S* 

°  _  ■'^      _  .  and  fack  of 

conclufion  of  the  peace  ;  and  Alaric  advanced  within  three  miles  of  Rome  by  the 
Ravenna,  to  prefs  the  irrefolution  of  the  Imperial  miniftcrs,  whofe  a.  0/410, 
infolence  foon  returned  with  the  return  of  fortune.  liis  indigna-  "^"  ^^' 
tion  was  kindled  by  the  report,  that  a  rival  chieftain,  that  Sarus,  the 
perfonal  enemy  of  Adolphus,  and  the  hereditary  foe  of  the  houfe 
of  Balti,  had  been  received  into  the  palace.  At  the  head  of  three  hundred 
followers,  that  fearlefs  Barbarian  immediately  fallied  from  the  gates 
■of  Ravenna ;  furprifed,  and  cut  in  pieces,  a  confiderable  body  of 
Goths  ;  re-entered  the  city  in  triumph  ;  and  was  permitted  to  infult 
his  adverfary,  by  the-voice  of  a  herald,  who  publicly  declared,  that 
the  guilt  of  Alaric  had  for  ever  excluded  him  from  the  fnendfhip 
and  alliance  of  the  emperor '\  The  crime  and  folly  of  the  court 
of  Ravenna  was  expiated,  a  third  time,  by  the  calamities  of  Rome^ 
The  king  of  the  Goths,  who  no  longer  diflembled  his  appetite  for 
plunder  and  revenge,  appeared  in  arms  under  the  walls  of  the  ca- 
pital ;  and  the  trembling  fenate^  without  any  hopes  of  relief,  pre- 
pared, by  a  defperate  refiftance,  to  delay  the  ruin  of  their  country* 
But  they  were  unable  to  guard  againft  the  fecret  confplracy  of  their 
flaves  and  domeftics  ;  who,  either  from  birth  or  intereft,  were  at^ 
tached  to  the  caufe  of  the  enemy.  At  the  hour  of  midnight,  the 
Salarian  gate  was  filently  opened,  and  the  Inhabitants  were  awaken- 
ed by  the  tremendous  found  of  the  Gothic  trumpet.    Eleven  hundred 

"  In  hoc,    Alaricus,    imperatore,    fafto,  place  the  text  ofZofimus  is  mutilated,  and 

infefto,  refefto,  ac  defefto.  .  .  ,  Mimum  rifit,  we  have  loll  the  remainder  of  his  fixth  and  lall 

et  ludum  fpeftavit  imperii.     Oiofius,  1.  vii.  book,  which  ended  with  the  fack  of  Rome. 

c.  42.  p.  582.  Credulous  and  partial  as  he  is,  we  mud  take 

'*  Zofimus,  1.  vi.  p.  384.     Sozomen,    1.  our  leave  of  that  hiftorian  with  fome  regret, 
ix.  c.  9.     Philoftorgiiis,  1.  xii.  c.  3.     In  this 

H  h  2  and 
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CHAP,    and  fixty-three  years  after  the  foundation  of  Rome,  the  Imperial  city, 
«— -v — '—'    which  had  fubdued  and  civilifed  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  mankind, 
was  delivered  to  the  licentious  fury  of  the  tribes  of  Germany  and 
Scythla  ". 
Refpeft  of  The  proclamation  of  Alaric,  when  he  forced  his  entrance  into  a 

the  Chriftian  vauquifhcd  clty,  difcovered,  however,  fome  regard  for  the  laws  of 
humanity  and  religion.  He  encouraged  his  troops  boldly  to  feize 
the  rewards  of  valour,  and  to  enrich  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  a 
wealthy  and  effeminate  people :  but  he  exhorted  them,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  Tpare  the  lives  of  the  unrefifling  citizens,  and  to  refpe£t  the 
churches  of  the  apoftles,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  as  holy  and  invio- 
lable fanduaries.  Amidft  the  horrors  of  a  nodurnal  tumult,  feveral 
of  the  Chriftian  Goths  difplayed  the  fervour  of  a  recent  converfion  ; 
and  fome  inftances  of  their  uncommon  piety  and  moderation  are 
related,  and  perhaps  adorned,  by  the  zeal  of  eccleliaftical  writers '''. 
While  the  Barbarians  roamed  through  the  city  in  queft  of  prey,  the 
humble  dwelling  of  an  aged  virgin,  who  had  devoted  her  life  to  the 
fervice  of  the  altar,  was  forced  open  by  one  of  the  powerful  Goths. 
He  immediately  demanded,  though  in  civil  language,  all  the  gold 
and  filver  in  her  poflefTion  ;  and  was  aftoniflied  at  the  readinefs  with 
which  fhe  conduded  him  to  a  fplendid  hoard  of  mafly  plate,  of  the 
richeft  materials,  and  the  mod  curious  workmanfhip.     The  Barba- 

"  Adell  Alaricus,  trepidam   Rcmam   ob-         ''  Orofius  (I.  vii.  c.  39.  p.  573  — 576.)  ap- 

fidet,  turbat,  irrumpit.  Orofius,  I.  vii.  c.  39.  plauds  the  piety  of  the  Chriftiar.  Goths,  with- 

p.  573.     He  difpatches  this  great  event  in  out  feeming  to  perceive  that  the  greateft  part 

ieven  words ;  but  he  employs  whole  pages  in  of  them  were  Arian  heretics.     Jornandes  (c. 

celebrating  the  devotion  of  the  Goths.  I  have  30.  p.  653.),  and  Ifidore  of  Seville  (Chron. 

extrafled  from  an  improbable  ftory  of  Proco-  p.  714.  edit.  Grot.),  who  were  both  attached 

pius,   the  circumdances  which  had  an  air  of  to  the  Gothic  caufe,  have  repeated  and  embe!- 

prcbability.     Procop.  de   Bell.  Vandal.  I,  i.  lifhed  thefe  edifying  tales.     According  to  Ifi- 

c.  2.     He  fuppofes,  that  the  city   was   fur-  dore,  Alaric  himfelf  was  heard  to  fay,  that 

prifed  wh  le  the  fenators  fleptin  the  afternoon ;  he  waged  war  with  the  Romans,  and  not  with 

but  Jerom,    with  more  authority  and   more  the  Apoftles.     Such   was  the  ftyle  of  the  fe- 

reafon,  affirms,  that  it  was  in  the  night,  nofte  venth  century,  two  hundred  years  before,  the 

Moab  rapta  eft  ;  no&s.   cecidit  murus  ejus,  fame  and  merit  had  been  afcribed,  not  to  the 

tom.  i.  p.  121.  ad  Principiam..  apoftles,  but  to  Chrift. 

rian 
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llan  viewed  with  wonder  and  delip-ht  tlils  valuable  acquifltlon,  till  he     C  H  A  P. 

.  .  xxxi. 

was  interrupted  by  a  ferious   admonition,  addrefled  to  him  in   the    v— v-~-; 

following  words :  "  Thefc,  iald  fhe,  are  the  confecrated  vcflels  be- 
"  longing  to  St.  Peter;  if  you  prefume  to  touch  them,  the  facrile-  - 
"  gious  deed  will  remain  on  your  confcience.  For  my  part,  I  dare 
"  not  keep  what  I  am  unable  to  defend."  The  Gothic  captain, 
ftruck  with  reverential  awe,  difpatched  a  mefTcnger  to  inform  the 
king  of  the  treafure  which  he  had  difcovered  ;  and  received  a  peremp- 
tory order  from  Alaric,  that  all  the  confecrated  plate  and  ornamenti 
fhould  be  tranfported,  without  damage  or  delay,  to  the  church  of 
the  apollle.  From  the  extremity,  perhaps,  of  the  Quirinal  hill,  to 
the  diftant  quarter  of  the  Vatican,  a  numerous  detachment  of  Goths, 
marching  in  order  of  battle  through  the  principal  ftreets,  pro- 
te£ted,  with  glittering  arms,  the  long  train  of  their  devout  compa- 
nions,^ who  bore  aloft,  on  their  heads,  the  facred  vefi'cls  of  gold  and 
filver ;  and  the  martial  fhouts  of  the  Barbarians  were  mingled  with 
the  found  of  religious  pfalmody.  From  all  the  adjacent  houfes,  a 
crowd  of  Chriftians  hallened  to  join  this  edifying  proceflion  ;  and  a 
multitude  of  fugitives,  without  diftindtion  of  age,  or  rank,  or  even 
of  fe£t,  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  to  the  fecure  and  hofpitable 
fmdtuary  of  the  Vatican.  The  learned  work,  concerning  the  Cily 
of  God,  was  profeffedly  compofed  by  St.  Auguftin,  to  juflify  the 
ways  of  Providence  in  the  d-eflruclion  of  the  Roman  greatnefs.  He 
celebrates,  with  peculiar  iatisfacftion,  this  memorable  triumph  of 
Chrifl: ;  and  infults  his  adverfaries,  by  challenging  them  to  produce- 
fome  fimilar  example,  of  a  town  taken  by  ftorm,  in  which  the  fa- 
bulous gods  of  antiquity  had  been  able  to  protect  either  themfelvet^j 
or  their  deluded  votaries  ". 

s"  See  Auguftin,  de   Civitat.   Dei,    1.  i.  c.  i  -  6.     He  particularly  appeals  to  the  ex- 
amples of  Troy,  Syracufe,  and  Tarentum. 
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Li  the  fack  of  Rome,  fome  rare   and   extraordinary  examples  of 


CHAP. 

XXXI. 
«_ — »    Barbarian  virtue  have  been  defervedly  applauded.    But  the  holy  pre- 

fireof  Rome,  cindls  of  the  Vatican,  and  the  apoflolic  churches,  could  receive  a  very 
fmall  proportion  of  the  Roman  people :  many  thoufand  warriors, 
more  efpecially  of  the  Huns,  who  ferved  under  tlie  flandard  of 
Alaric,  were  ftrangers  to  the  name,  or  at  leaft  to  the  faith,  of  Chrifl: ; 
and  we  may  fufpeil,  without  any  breach  of  charity  or  candour, 
that,  in  the  hour  of  favage  licence,  when  every  paffion  was  in- 
flamed, and  every  reftraint  was  removed,  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel 
feldom  influenced  the  behaviour  of  the  Gothic  Chriftians.  The  writers, 
the  beft  difpofed  to  exaggerate  their  clemency,  have  freely  con- 
felTed,  that  a  cruel  flaughter  was  made  of  the  Romans  '°° ;  and  that 
the  ftreets  of  the  city  were  filled  with  dead  bodies,  which  remained 
without  burial  during  the  general  confternation.  The  defpair  of  the 
citizens  was  fometimes  converted  into  fury  ;  and  whenever  the 
Barbarians  were  provoked  by  oppofition,  they  extended  the  pro- 
mifcuous  maflacre  to  the  feeble,  the  innocent,  and  the  helplefs.  The 
private  revenge  of  forty  thoufand  flaves  was  exercifed  without  pity 
or  remorfe ;  and  the  ignominious  laihes,  which  they  had  formerly 
received,  were  wafhed  away  in  the  blood  of  the  guilty,  or  obnoxious, 
families.  The  matrons  and  virgins  of  Rome  were  expofed  to  inju- 
ries more  dreadful,  in  the  apprehenfion  of  chaftity,  than  death  Itfelf ; 
and  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian  has  feleded  an  example  of  female  virtue, 
for  the  admiration  of  future  ages  '°'.     A   Roman   lady,  of  fmgular 

beauty 


""'  Jcrom  (torn.  i.  p.  121.  ad  Principiam,) 
has  applied  to  the  fack  of  Rome  all  the  ftrong 
expreflions  of  Virgil : 

Quis  cladem  illius  noflis,  quis  funera  fando, 

ExpHcet,  &c. 
Procopiub  (1.  i.  c.  2.)  pofitively  affirms,  that 
great  numbers  were  flain  by  the  Goths.   Au- 
guftin   (de  Civ.  Dei,   1.  i.  c.  12,  13.)  oilers 


Chriftian  comfort  for  the  death  of  thofe, 
whofe  bodies  (multa  corpora)  had  remained 
(ifi  iantd ftrage)  unburied.  Baronius,  from 
the  different  writings  of  the  Fathers,  has 
thrown  fome  light  on  the  fack  of  Rome.  An- 
nal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  4ic3.  N°  16—44. 

""  Sozomen,    1.  ix.  c.  10.     Auguflin  (de 
Civicat.  Dei,  I.  i.  c.  17.)  intimates,  that  fome 

virgins 
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beauty  and  orthodox  fiiith,  had  excited  the  Impatient   defires  of  a    CHAP. 

young  Goth,  who,  according  to  the  fagacious  remark  of  Sozomen,    ' ^     ..» 

was  attached  to  the  Arian  herefy.  Exafperated  by  her  obftinate  re- 
fiftance,  he  drew  his  fword,  and,  with  the  anger  of  a  lover,  flightly 
wounded  her  neck.  The  bleeding  heroine  ftill  continued  to  brave 
his  refentment,  and  to  repel  his  love,  till  the  raviflier  dcfifted  from 
his  unavailing  efforts,  refpedtfully  condu£ted  her  to  the  fandluary  of 
the  Vatican,  and  gave  fix  pieces  of  gold  to  the  guards  of  the  church, 
on  condition  that  they  fhould  reflore  her  inviolate  to  the  arms  of  her 
hufband.  Such  inftances  of  courage  and  generofity  were  not  ex- 
tremely common.  The  brutal  foldiers  fatisfied  their  fenfual  appe- 
tites, without  confulting  either  the  inclination,  or  the  duties,  of  their 
female  captives  :  and  a  nice  queftion  of  cafuiftry  was  ferioufly  agi- 
tated, Whether  thofe  tender  victims,  who  had  inflexibly  refufed 
their  confent  to  the  violation  which  they  fuftained,  had  loft,  by 
their  misfortune,  the  glorious  crown  of  virginity  '°\  There  were 
other  lolfes  indeed  of  a  more  fubftantial  kind,  and  more  general 
concern.  It  cannot  be  prefumed,  that  all  the  Barbarians  were  at  all 
times  capable  of  perpetrating  fuch  amorous  outrages  ;  and  the  want 
of  youth,  or  beauty,  or  chaftity,  protedled  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Roman  women  from  the  danger  of  a  rape.  But  avarice  is  an  in- 
fatiate  and  univerfal  paffion  ;  fince   the   enjoyment  of  almoft  every 

virgins  or  matrons  aftually  killed  themfelves  c.  i6.  18.  He  treats  the  fubjcdl  with  remark-' 
to  efcape  violation  ;  and  though  he  admires  able  accuracy ;  and  after  admitting  that  there 
their  fpirit,  he  is  obliged,  by  his  theology,  to  cannot  be  any  crime,  where  there  is  no  con- 
condemn  their  ra(h  prefumption.  Perhaps  fent,  he  adds,  Sed  quia  non  folum  quod  ad 
the  good  bifhop  of  Hippo  was  too  eafy  in  the  dolorem,  verum  etiam  quod  ad  libidinem, 
belief,  as  well  as  too  rigid  in  the  cenfure,  of  pertinet,  in  corpore  alieno  perpetrari  potcft  ; 
this  aft  of  female  heroifm.  The  twenty  quicqiiid  tale  faftum  fuerit,  etfi  retencam 
maidens  (if  they  ever  exifted),  who  threw  conftantiffimo  animo  pudicltiam  non  excutit, 
themfelves  into  the  Elbe,  when  Magdeburgh  pudorem  tamen  incutit,  ne  credatur  faftum 
was  taken  by  ftorm,  have  been  multiplied  to  cum  mentis  etiam  voluntate,  quod  fieri  for- 
the  number  of  twelve  hundred.  See  Harte's  taffe  fine  carnis  aliqua  voluptate  non  potuit, 
Hillory  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  vol.  i.p.  308.  In  c.  18.  he  makes  fome  curious  diftinftions 
'°^  See  Auguftin,  de   Civitat.   Dei,  I.   i.  between  moral  and  phyfical  virginity. 

objed 
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(:  H  A  P.    objed  that  can  afford  pleafurc  to  the  different  taftes  and  tempers  of 
mankind,  may   be  procured  by  the   poffeffion  of  weaUh.     In    the 
pillage   of  Rome,    a  jufl;  preference  was  given  to  gold  and  jewels, 
which  contain  the  greatefi:  value  in  the  fmalleft  compafs  and  weight : 
but,  after  thefe  portable  riches  had  been  removed  by  the  more  diligent 
robbers,  the  palaces  of  Rome  were  rudely  ftripped  of  their  fplendid 
and  coftly  furniture.     The  fide-boards  of  maffy  plate,  and  the  varie- 
gated wardrobes  of  filk  and  purple,  were   In-egularly  piled   in   the 
waggons,  that  always  followed  the  march  of  a  Gothic  army.     The 
moft  exquifite  works  of  art  were  roughly  handled,  or  wantonly  de- 
flroyed  :  many  a  ftatue  was  melted  for  the  fake  of  the  precious  ma- 
terials ;   and  many  a  vafe,  in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  was  fhivered 
into  fragments  by  the   ftroke  of  a   battle-axe.     The  acquifition  of 
riches  ferved  only  to  flimulate  the  avarice  of  the  rapacious  Barbarians, 
who  proceeded,  by  threats,  by  blows,  and  by  tortures,  to  force  from 
their  prifoners  the  confeffion  of  hidden  treafure  '°'.     Mfible  fplendour 
and  expence  were  alleged  as  the  proof  of  a  plentiful  fortune :  the  ap- 
pearance of  poverty  was  imputed  to  a  pai'fimonious  difpofition  ;  and 
the  obftinacy  of  fome  mifers,  who  endured  the  moft  cruel  torments 
before  they  would  difcover  the  fecret  objedl  of  their  affedlion,  was  fatal 
to  many  unhappy  wretches,  who  expired  under  the  lafh,  for  refufing 
to  reveal  their  imaginary  treafures.     The  edifices  of  Rome,  though 
the  damage  has  been  much  exaggerated,  received  fome  injury  from 
the  violence  of  the   Goths.     At  their  entrance  through  the  Salarian 
gate,    they  fired  the  adjacent  houfes  to  guide  their  march,  and  to 
diftradl  the  attention  of  the  citizens  :  the  flames,  which  encountered 
no   obftacle   in  the   diforder   of  the  night,  confumed  many  private 

■-'  Marcella,  a  Roman  lady,  equally  re-  cipiam.  See  Aiiguftin,  de  Civ.  Dei,  I.  i.  c.  lo. 

fpcftable  for  her    rank,    her  ag^;,    and   her  The  modern  Sacco  di  Roma,  p.  208.  gives 

pietv,  was  thrown  on  the  ground,  and  cruelly  an  idea  of  the  various   methods  of  torturing 

beaten  and  whipped,  cxfam  fuftibus  flagellif-  prifoners  for  gold, 
que,  i'kc.     Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  izi.  ad   Prin- 

8  mi 
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and  public  buil(linp;s;  and  the  ruins  of  the  palace  of  Salluft^^romalnecl,    C  If  A  l' 

XXXI. 
in  tlic  age  of  Juftinian,   a  ftately  monument  of  the  Gothic  conflagra-     \ ^__ 

tion'°'.     Yet   a  contemporary   hiftorlan  has  obferved,   that  fire  could 

foarcely  confume  the   enormous   beams   of  folid  brafs,  and  that  the 

llrength  of  man  was  infufficicnt  to  fubvert  the  foundations  of  ancient 

fh-udures.     Some  truth  may  poflibly  be  concealed  in  his  devout  afler- 

tion,  that  the  wrath  of  Heaven  fupphed   the  imperfedions  of  hoftile 

rage  ;  and  that  the  proud  Forum  of  Rome,  decorated  with  the  ftatues 

of  fo  many  gods  and  heroes,  was  levelled  in  the  dull  by  the  flroke 

of  lightning  '°'. 

Whatever  might  be  the  numbers,  of  equeftrian,  or  plebeian  rank,   Caph-.-s  an  1 

who  periflied  in  the  mafiacre  of  Rome,  it  is   confidently  affirmed, 

that  only  one  fenator  loll  his  life  by  the   fword  of  the  enemy  '"'. 

But  it  was  not  eafy  to  compute  the   multitudes,  who,  from  an   ho- 


fuglti', 


'"*  The  hiflorian  Sallull,  who  ufefully 
praflifed  the  vices  which  hchns  fo  eloquently 
ceniured,  employed  the  plunder  of  Numiciia 
to  adcrn  his  palace  and  gardens  on  the  Qui- 
rinal  hill.  The  fpot  where  the  hcufe  flood,  is 
now  marked  by  the  church  of  St.  Sufanna, 
fe'parated  only  by  a  ftreet  from  the  baths  of 
Diocletian,  and  not  far  diftant  from  the  Sala- 
rian  gate.  See  Nardini,  Roma  Antica,  p. 
19;,  193.  and  the  great  Plan  of  Modern 
Rome,  by  Nolii. 

'''^  The  expieffions  of  Procopius  are  diftinft 
and  moderate  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  z.). 
The  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus  fpeaks  too 
ftrongly,  partem  urbis  Romx  cremavit ;  and 
the  words  of  Philoftorgius  (=v  if^i-iu,-  h  m? 
TTtAfai!  xii/Aivri.-,  I.  xii.  c.  3.)  convcy  a  falfe 
and  exaggerated  idea.  Barg.-cus  has  com- 
pofed  a  particular  dillertation  (fee  torn.  iv. 
Antiquit.  Rom.  Gr.xv.)  to  prove  that  the  edi- 
iices  of  Rome  were  not  fubverted  by  the 
Goths  and  Vandals. 

■"*'  Orofius,  1.  ii.  c.  19.  p.  143.  He  fpeaks 
as  if  he  difapproved  all  flatties ;  vel  Deum  vel 
hominem  mentiuntur.     They  confifled  of  the 

Vol.  III.  I 


kings  of  Alba  and  Rome  from  /Eneas,  the 
Remans,  ilhiflrious  either  in  arms  or  arts,  and 
the  deified  Cacfars.  The  e.vpreluon  which  he 
ufcs  of  Fc7-!im  is  fomev/hat  ambiguous,  fmce 
there  exiHedfve  principal  Fcra  ;  but  as  tliey 
were  all  contiguous  and  adjacent,  in  the  plair> 
which  is  fiirrounded  by  the  Capitoline,  th^ 
Quirinal,  the  Efquilinc,  and  the  Palatine 
hills,  they  might  fairly  be  confidcrcd  as  okl'. 
See  the  Roma  Antiqua  of  Donatus,  p.  162  — 
zoi.  and  the  Roma  Antica  of  Nardini,  p. 
212  —  273.  The  former  is  more  ufeful  for 
the  ancient  dcfcriptions,  the  latter  for  the 
aftual  topography. 

'°'  Orofius  (1.  ii.  c.  19.  p.  142.)  compares 
the  cruelty'of  the  Gauls  and  the  clemency  of 
the  Gotlis.  Ibi  vix  quemqu.tm  inventum  fe- 
natcrem,  qui  vel  abftns  evafciit;  hie  vix 
quemquam  requiri,  qui  forte  ut  latens  peri- 
erit.  But  there  is  an  air  of  rhetoric,  and 
perhaps  of  falfehood,  in  this  antithesis  ;  and 
Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  10.)  aftirms,  perhaps  by  an 
oppofite  exaggeration,  that  many  fenators  were 
put  to  death   with  various  and  exquifue  tor- 


tures 


nourable 
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CHAP,     nourable  ftation,  and  a  profperous  fortune,  were  fucldenly  reduced  to 
XXXL  ,  ...  . 

the  milerable  condition  of  captives  and  exiles.     As  the  Barbarians 

had  more  occafion  for  money,  than  for  flaves,  they  fixed,  at  a  mo- 
derate price,  the  redemption  of  their  indigent  prifoncrs  ;  and  the 
ranfom  was  often  paid  by  the  benevolence  of  their  friends,  or  the 
charity  of  ftrangers  '^\  The  captives,  who  were  regularly  fold,  either 
in  open  market,  or  by  private  contract,  would  have  legally  regained 
their  native  freedom,  which  it  was  impoflible  for  a  citizen  to  lofe,  or 
to  alienate  '°^  But  as  it  was  foon  difcovered,  that  the  vindication 
of  their  liberty  would  endanger  their  lives  ;  and,  that  the  Goths, 
unlefs  they  were  tempted  to  fell,  might  be  provoked  to  murder,  their 
ufelefs  prifoners ;  the  civil  jurifprudence  had  been  already  qualified 
by  a  wife  regulation,  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  ferve  the  mo- 
derate term  of  five  years,  till  they  had  difcharged  by  their  labour  the 
price  of  their  redemption  "^  The  nations  who  invaded  the  Roman 
empire,  had  driven  before  them,  into  Italy,  whole  troops  of  hungry 
and  affrighted  provincials,  lefs  apprehenfive  of  fervitude  than  of  fa- 
mine. The  calamities  of  Rome  and  Italy  difperfed  the  inhabitants 
to  the  moft  lonely,  the  moft  fecure,  the  moft  diftant  places  of  refuge. 
While  the  Gothic  cavalry  fpread  terror  and  defolation  along  the  fea- 
coaft  of  Campania  and  Tufcany,  the  little  ifland  of  Igilium,  feparated 
by  a  narrow  channel  from  the  Argentarian  promontory,  repulfed,  or 
eluded,  their  hoftile  attempts  ;  and  at  fo  fmall  a  diftance  from  Rome^ 
great  numbers  of  citizens  were  fecurely  concealed  in  the  thick  woods 
of  that  fequeftered  fpot '".      The  ample  patrimonies,  which  many 

fenatorian 

'"*  Multi  .  .  .  Chriftiani  in  captivitatem  was  publifhed  the  nth  of  December,  A.D» 

dufti  funt.    Auguftin,  de  Civ.  Dei,  l.i.  c.  14;  408.  and  is  more  reafonable  than  properly 

and  the  Chriftians  experienced  no  peculiar  belonged  to  the  minifters  of  Honorius. 

hardfhips.  '"  Eminus  Igilii  fylvofa  cacumina  miror;. 

'"*  See  Heinecclus,  Antijuitat.  Juris  Ro-  Quern  fraudare  nefaslaudrshonore  fua: 

man.  torn.  i.  p.  96.  Hsec   proprios   nuper  tutata   eft  infula 

"°  Appendix  Cod.  Theodof.   xvi.  in  Sir-  faltus; 

mond.   Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  735.     This   edift  Sive  loci  ingenio,  feu  Domini  genio. 

Gurgite 
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XXXI. 
V 


feiiatorlaa  families  poflefled  in  Africa,  invited  them,  if  they  had  CHAP, 
time,  and  prudence,  to  efcape  from  the  ruin  of  their  country ;  to 
embrace  the  fhelter  of  that  hofpitable  province.  The  moft  ilkiftri- 
ous  of  thefe  fugitives,  was  the  noble  and  pious  Prolja  "\  the  widow 
of  the  pra;fe6t  Petronius.  After  the  death  of  her  hufband,  the  moft 
powerful  fubjedt  of  Rome,  Ihe  had  remained  at  the  head  of  the  Ani- 
cian  fimily,  and  fucceiTively  fupplied,  from  her  private  fortune, 
the  expence  of  the  confulfhips  of  her  three  fons.  When  the  city 
was  befieged  and  taken  by  the  Goths,  Proba  fupported,  with  Chrifl- 
ian  refignation,  the  lofs  of  immenfe  riches ;  embarked  in  a  fmall 
veflel,  from  whence  ihe  beheld,  at  fea,  the  flames  of  her  bui-ning 
palace,  and  fled  with  her  daughter  Lxta,  and  her  grand-daughter, 
the  celebrated  virgin,  Demetrias,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  be- 
nevolent profufion  with  which  the  matron  dlftrlbuted  the  fruits,  or 
the  price,  of  her  eftates,  contributed  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of 
exile  and  captivity.  But  even  the  family  of  Proba  herfelf  was  not 
exempt  from  the  rapacious  opprefTion  of  Count  Heraclian,  who  bafely 
fold,  in  matrimonial  proftitution,  the  nobleft  maidens  of  Rome  to 
the  luft  or  avarice  of  the  Syrian  merchants.  The  Italian  fugitives 
were  difperfed  through  the  provinces,  along  the  coaft  of  Egypt  and 
Afia,  as  far  as  Conftantlnople  and  Jerufalem  ;  and  the  village  of 

Gurj^Ite  cum  modico  vi<flricibus  obftitit  "^  As  the  adventures  of  Proba  and  her  fa- 

armis  mily  are  connedled  with  the  life  of  St.  Aii- 

Tanquam  longinquo  diffociata  man'.  guftin,   they  are  diligently  illuflrated  by  Til- 

Ha-c  multos  lacera  fufcepit  ab  urbe  fu-  lemont,  Mem.    Ecclef.  torn.  xiii.  p.  620  — 

gatos,  635.    Some  time  after  their  arrival  in  Africa, 

Hie  feflis  pofito  certa  timore  falus.  Demetrias  took  the  veil,  and  made  a  vow  of 

Plurima    -terreno    populavcrat    x-quora  virginity  ;  an  event  v.'hich  was  confidered  as 

bello,  of  the  higheft  importance   to  Rome   and   to 

■Contra  naturam  clafTe  timendus  eques  the  world.     All  the  Saints  wrote  congratiila- 

Unum,  mira  fides,  vajio  difcrimine  por-  tory  letters  to  her  ;  that  of  Jerom  is  itill  ex- 

tum  !  tant  (torn.  i.  p.  62—73.  ad  Demetriad.    de 

Tarn  prope  Romanis,  tarn  procul  efle  fervanda  Virginitat.),  and  contains  a  mixture 

Getis.  of  abfurd  rcaloning,  fpirited declamation,  and 

Rutilius,  in  Itinerar.  1.  i.  325.  curious    fadls,  fome   of  which   relate   to  the 

The  Ifuind  is  now  called  GIglio.  See  Cluver.  fiege  and  fack  of  Rome. 

Ital.  Antiq-1.  ii.  p.  50Z. 

I  i  2  Bethlem, 
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CHAP.    Bctlilera,  the  fclitary  refidence  of  St.  Terom  and  his  female  convert?, 

XXXI.  J  .'  .' 

r , '    ^•<'aa  crowded  with  illuftrious  heg-gars  of  either  fex,  and  every  age, 

who  excited  the  pubhc  compaflion  by  the  remembrance  of  their 
pafh  fortune '".  This  awful  cataftrophe  of  Rome  fdied  the  aftonifhed 
empire  w^ith  grief  and  terror.  So  interehing  a  contrail  of  grcat- 
ncls  and  i-uin,  difpofed  the  fond  credulity  of  the  people  to  deplore, 
and?  even  to  exaggerate,  the  afflictions  of  the  queen  of  cities.  The 
clergy,  who  applied  to  recent  events  the  lofty  metaphors  of  Oriental 
prophecy,  Vv^erc  fometimes  tempted  to  confound  the  deftruftion  of 
the  capital,  and  the  diflblutlon  of  the  globe. 

Sack  of  There  exifts  in  human  nature  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  depreciate  the 

Rome  bv  the       ,  ,  ./-i-ir-i  r  •  ir 

troops  of  auA'antages,  and  to  magnity  the  evils,  or  the  prelent  tmies.  i  et, 
es  V .  ^vhen  the  firft  emotions  had  fubfided,  and  a  f.iir  eftimate  was  made 
of  the  real  damage,  the  more  learned  and  judicious  contemporaries 
were  forced  to  confefs,  that  infant  Rome  had  formerly  received  more 
efTential  injury  from  the  Gauls,  than  fhe  had  now  fuftained  from  the 
Goths  in  her  declining  age  "*.  The  experience  of  eleven  centuries 
has  enabled  pofterity  to  produce  a  much  more  fmgular  parallel ;  and 
to  affirm  with  confidence,  that  the  ravages  of  the  Barbarians,  whom 
Alaric  had  led  from  the  banks  of  the  Danvibe,  were  lefs  deftrudtive, . 
riian  the  hoftilities  exercifed  by  the  troops  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  a 
Catholic  prince,  who  ftyled.  himfelf  Emperor  of  the  Romans  "^     The 

Goths - 

"'    See   the- pathetic  complaint  of  Jejofn  "'' The  reader  who  wifhes  to  inform  him- 

ftcni.  V.  p.  4.-0.),  in   his  preface  to  the  il--  feif  of  the  circumTtancef  of  tli;«  famous  event, - 

eond  book  of  his  Commentaries  on  the  pro-  ni.iy  perafe  an    admirable  narrative  in  Dr. 

pjiet  Ezeiclel.  Robertfoiy's  Hiftory  oP  Charles  V.    voi.  ii. 

"*  Oiofius,  thougli  with  fome  theological  p.  283  ;  or  coiifult  the  Annali  d'ltalia  of  the 

partiality,   ftates  this  comparifon,   Lii.  c.  19.  leaiued   Muratori,    torn.  xiv.    p.  230  —  244. 

p.  142.    ].  vii.  c.  39.  p.  575.     But,    in   the  cftavo   edition.      If  he   is   defirous   of •  exa- 

hiflory  cf  the  taking  cf  Rome  by  the  Gauls,  mining  the  original;,  he  may  have  recourfe 

every  thing  is  uncertain,  and  perhaps  fabu-  to  rhe  eighteenth  book  of  the  great,  but  un- 

lous.     See  Beautort  fur  I'lncenitude,  Sec.  de  iioifned,    hillory  of  Guicciardini.     But   the 

i'Hifloire  Romaine,  p.  356  ;    and  Melot,  in  recount  which  moil   truly  deferves  the  name 

ihi  Mem.  de  I'Acadejnie  de^  Infcript.    torn,  of  authentic  and  original,  is  a  little  book, 

XV.  p.  1  —  21.  ir.titicu,  11  Sacco  lii  Roma,  compofed,  withi.i- 

let 
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Goths  evacuated  the  city  at  the  end  of  fix  diiys,  but  R.ome  remained    ^  ^^  ^  ''• 

XXXl. 

above  nine  months  in  the  poffefTion  of  the  Imperialifts  ;  and  every 
hgur  wao  flained  by  fome  atrocious  aft  of  crucky,  luft,  and  rapine. 
The  authority  of  Alaricpreferved  fome  order  and  moderation  among 
the  ferocious  multitude,  which  acknowledged  him  for  tlieir  leader 
and  king :  but  the  conftable  of'  Bourbon  had  glorioufly  fallen  in  the 
attack  of  the  walls;  and  the  death,  of  the  general  removed  every  re- 
ftraint  of  difcipline,  from  an  army  which  conhfted  of  three  inde- 
pendent nations,  the  Italians,  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Germans.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  the  manners  cf  Italy  ex- 
hibited a  remarkable  fcene  of  the  depravity  of  mankind.  They 
united  the  fanguinary  crimes  that  prevail  in  an  unfettled  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety,  with  the  polilhed  vices  which  fpring  from  the  abufe  of  art  and 
luxury  :  an.d  the  loofe  adventurers,  who  had  violated  every  prejudice 
of  patriotifm  and  fuperftition  to  affault  the  palace  of  the  Roman  pon^ 
tifi;  muft  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  the  molt  profligate  of  the  Itn~- 
Hans.-  At  the  feme  ^ra,  the  Spaniards  were  the  terror  both  of  the 
Old  and  New  World  :  but  their  high-fpirited  valour  was  difgraced' 
by  gloomy  pride,  rapacious  avarice,  and  unrelenting  cruelty.  In- 
defatigable in  the  purfuit  of  fame  and  riclics,  they  had  improved,  by 
repeated  praftice,  the  mofl:  exquifite  and  eifeflual  methods  of  tor- 
turing their  prifcners  :  many  of  the  Caftillans,  w-ho  pillaged  Rome, . 
were  ■familiars  of  the  holy  inqnifition  ;  and  ibme  yolm-ifeers,  perhaps, . 
were  lately  returned  from  the  conqucft  of  Mexico.  T\\c  Germans 
were  lefs  corrupt  than  the  Italians,  lefs  erne!  than  tlie  Spaniards;  and' 
the  ruftic,  or  even  favage,  afped;  of  thofe  Tnimoiiiane  warriors,  often' 
difguifed  a  fimple  and  merciful  difpofition.  But  they  had  imbibed, 
in  the  firlV  fervour  of  the  reformation,  the  fpirit,  as  well  as  the  prin- 
cjiples,  of  Luther.     It  was  their  favourite .  aniufement  to  infult,    or 

lefs  than  a  month  after  the  aflault  of  the  city,     who  appears  to  have  been  an  able  magiftrate,  . 
by  the  bi  jther  oi"   the  hiftorlan  Guicciavdini,  .   ami  a  difpailiotuic  writer. 

deftrayj , 
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*"  'vvr^^*    <^ell;roy,  the  confecrated  objeds  of  Catholic  fuperftition :    they  in- 

^— V '    dulged,  without  pity,  or  remorfe,  a  devout  hatred  againft  the  clergy 

of  every  denomination  and  degree,  who  form  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  modern  Rome ;    and  their  fanatic  zeal  mights 
afpire  to  fubvert  the  throne  of  Antichrift,  to  purify,  with  blood  and 
lire,  the  abominations  of  the  fpiritual  Babylon  "°. 
Aiariceva-  The  retreat  of  the  vicElorious  Goths,  who  evacuated  Rome  on  the 

ap.d  ravages  fixth  day  '",  might  be  the  refult  of  prudence  ;  but  it  was  not  furely 
the  effed  of  fear  "\  At  the  head  of  an  army,  encumbered  with 
rich  and  weighty  fpoils,  their  intrepid  leader  advanced  along  the  Ap- 
pian  way  into  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Italy,  deflroying  whatever 
dared  to  oppofe  his  pafliige,  and  contenting  himfelf  with  the  plunder 
of  the  unreilfting  country.  The  fate  of  Capua,  the  proud  and  luxu- 
rious metropolis  of  Campania,  and  which  was  refpefted,  even  in  its 
decay,  as  the  eighth  city  of  the  empire  '"',  is  buried  in  oblivion ; 
whilft  the  adjacent  town  of  Nola'"  has  been  illuftrated,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  by  the  fandity  of  Paulinus '",  who  was  fucceflively  a  conful, 
a  monk,  and  a  bifhop.     At  the  age  of  forty,  he  renounced  the  en- 


A.  D.  410, 
Au^ull  29. 


"*  The  furious  fpirit  of  Luther,  the  ef- 
feft  of  temper  and  enthufiafm,  has  been  for- 
cibly attacked  (BolTuet,  Hift.  des  Variations 
des  Eglifes  Proteftantes,  livre  i.  p.  20  —  36.), 
and  feebly  defended  (Seckendorf,  Comment, 
de  Lutheranifme,  cfpecially  1.  i.  N°  78. 
p.  izo.  and  1.  iii.  N°  122.  p.  556.). 

"'  Marcellinus,  inChron.  Orofius  (I.  vii. 
c.  39.  p.  575-)  afierts,  that  he  left  Rome  on 
the  /A/W  day  ;  but  this  difference  is  eafily  re- 
conciled by  the  fucceflive  motions  of  great 
bodies  of  troops. 

'"  Socrates  (l.vii.  c.  10.)  pretends,  with- 
out any  colour  of  truth,  orreafon,  that  Alaric 
fled  on  the  report,  that  the  armies  of  the 
Eaftern  empire  were  in  full  march  to  attack 
iim. 

"^  Aufonius  de  Claris  Urbibus,  p.  233, 


edit.  Toll.  The  luxury  of  Capua  had  for- 
merly furpafled  that  of  Srbaris  itfelf.  See 
Athenasus  Deipnofophift.  l.xii.  p.  ^28.  edit- 
Cafaubon. 

"°  Forty-eight  years  before  the  founda- 
tion of  Rome  (about  800  before  the  Chrillian 
sera),  the  Tufcans  built  Capua  and  Nola,  at 
the  dlilance  of  twenty-three  miles  from  each 
other  :  but  the  latter  of  the  two  cities  never 
emerged  from   a  ftate   of  mediocrity. 

"'  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xiv. 
p.  1  — 146.)  has  compiled,  with  his  ufua!  di- 
ligence, all  that  relates  to  the  life  and  writ- 
ings of  Paulinus,  whofe  retreat  is  celebrated 
by  his  own  pen,  and  by  the  praifes  of  St. 
Ambrofe,  St.  Jerom,  St.  Auguftin,  Sulpi- 
cius  Severus,  &c.  his  Chriftian  friends  and 
contemporaries. 

joyment 
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joyment  of  wealth  and  honour,  of  foclety  ami  liteiaturc,  to  cinhrace    ^'  ^^,-^  ''• 

XXXI. 
a  life  of  folitude  and  pennance ;  and  the  loud  applaiilc  of  the  clergy    ' .- ' 

encouraged  him  to  defpife  the  reproaches  of  his  worldly  fiiends,  who 
afcribed  this  defperate  a£l  to  fome  diforder  of  the  mind  or  bodv  "\ 
An  early  and  paiTionate  attachment  determined  him  to  fix  his  humble 
dwelling  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Nola,  near  the  miraculous  tomb  of 
St.  Fa^lix,  which  the  public  devotion  had  already  furrounded  with 
five  large  and  populous  churches.  The  remains  of  his  fortune,  and 
of  his  underftanding,  were  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  the  glorious 
martyr ;  whofe  praife,  on  the  day  of  his  feftival,  Paulinus  never 
failed  to  celebrate  by  a  folemn  hymn  ;  and  in  whofe  name  he  ereded 
a  fixth  church,  of  fuperior  elegance  and  beauty,  which  was  deco- 
rated with  many  curious  pidures,  from  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament.  Such  affiduous  zeal  fecured  the  favour  of  the 
faint '",  or  at  leaft  of  the  people  ;  and,  after  fifteen  years  retii-ement, 
the  Roman  conful  was  compelled  to  accept  the  bifliopric  of  Nola,  a 
few  months  before  the  city  was  invefled  by  the  Goths.  During  the 
fiege,  fome  religious  perfons  were  fatisfied  that  they  had  feen,  either 
in  dreams  or  vifions,  the  divine  form  of  their  tutelar  patron;  yet 
it  foon- appeared  by  the  event,  that  Fselix  wanted  power,  or  inclina- 
tion, to  preferve  the  flock,  of  which  he  had  formerly  been  the  fliepherd. 
Nola  was  not  faved  from  the  general  devaftation  '''* ;  and  the  cap- 
tive bifhop  was  protected  only  by  the  general  opinion  of  his  inno- 
cence and  poverty.     Above  four  years  elapfed  from. the  fuccefsful 

'"  See  the  afFeftionate  letters  of  Aufonius         '^^  The  humble  Paulinus  once  prefumed 

(epift.  xix— XXV.  p.  650  —  698.  edit.  Toll.),  to  fay,  that  he   believed   St.  F.-elix  a'iJ  love 

to  his  colleague,  his  friend,  and  his   difciple  him  ;    at  leaft,    as  a  mafter  loves   his  little 

Paulinus.     The  religion  of  Aufonius  is  ftill  dog. 

a  problem  (fee  Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  In-         '^*    See  Jornandes,  de  Reb.  Get.    c.  30. 

fcriptions,    torn.  xv.  p.  123  — 138.).     I   be-  p.  653.      Philoftorgius,    1.  xii.    c.  3.      Au- 

lieve  that  it  was  fuch  in  his  own  time,  and,  guftin,  de  Civ.  Dei,  1.  i.    c.  10.      Baronius, 

confequently,    that  in   his  heart  he  was   a  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  ^o.  N"  45,  46. 
Pagan. 

invafion 
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vC  U  A  P. 

xxxr. 

Pofl'efiion  of 
Italy  h)  chj 
Goths, 
A.  I).  4-oS- 

^12. 


iiivanon  of  Italy  by  the  arms  of  Alaric,  to  the  voluntary  retreat  of 
the  Goths  under  the  condudi  of  his  fuccefTor  Adolphus ;  and,  dining 
tlie  whole  time,  they  reigned  without  controul  over  a  country,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  had  united  all  the  various  excellencies 
of  nature  and  art.  I'he  profpcrity,  indeed,  v.'hich  Italy  had  attained 
in  the  aufpicious  age  of  the  Antonines,  had  gradually  declined  with 
the  decline  of  the  empire.  'J'iie  fruits  of  a  long  peace  perifhed  under 
the  rude  grafp  of  the  Barbarians  ;  and  they  themfelves  were  inca- 
pable of  tafting  the  moi-e  elegant  reiinements  of  luxury,  which  had 
been  prepared  for  the  ufc  of  the  foft  and  poliflied  Italians.  Each 
foldicr,  however,  claimed  an  ample  portion  of  the  fubftantial  plenty, 
the  corn  and  cattle,  oil  and  wine,  that  was  -daily  coile6;ed,  and  con- 
fumed,  in  the  Gothic  camp  ;  and  the  principal  warriors  infulted  the 
villas,  and  gardens,  once  inhabited  by  LucuUus  and  Cicero,  along 
the  beauteous  coaft  of  Campania.  Their  trembling  captives,  the 
fons  and  daughters  of  Roman  fenators,  prefented,  in  goblets  of  gold 
and  gems,  large  draughts  of  Falernian  wine,  to  the  haughty  vi(flors  ; 
who  ftretched  their  huge  limbs  under  the  fliade  of  plane-trees  ''\ 
artificially  difpofed  to'  exclude  the  fcorching  rays,  and  to  admit  the 
genial  warmth,  of  the  fun.  Thefe  delights  were  enhanced  by  the 
memory  of  pafl  hardfhips :  the  comparilbn  of  their  native  foil,  the 
bleak  and  barren  hills  of  Scythia,  and  the  frozen  banks  of  the  Elbe, 
and  Danube,  added  new  charms  to  the  felicity  of  the  Italian  cli- 
mate     . 

Whether 


'*'  T\\e  platemii,  or  plane-tree,  was  a  Fa- 
vourite of  the  ancients,  by  whom  it  was  pro-- 
pagated,  for  the  fake  of  iliade,  from  the  Eail 
to  Gaul.  Pliny,  Hift.  Natur.  xii.  3,  4,  5. 
He  mentions  feveral  of  an  enormous  fize ; 
one  in  the  Imperial  villa  nt  Velitrs,  which 
Caljgiila  called  his  i>eit,  as  the  branches  were 
capable  of  holding  a  large  table,  the  proper 
attendants,  and  the  emperor  himfeltV  '•\hom 


Pliny  qiiaint'y  llyles /i?.'v  j/.w^f.?;  sn  expref- 
fion  which  might,  with  equal  reafon,  be  ap- 
plied to  Alaric. 

""  The  prollrate  South  to  the  deflroyer 
yields 
Ker  boartsd  titles,  and  her  golden  fields : 
With  grim  delight  the  brood  of  winter 

view 
A  brighter  day,  and  Ikies  of  azure  hue; 

Scent 
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Whether  fame,  or  conqueft,  or  riches,  were  the  object  of  Alaric,    CHAP. 

XXai. 

he  purfued  that  objeifl  with  an  indefatigable  ardour,  which  could  <— — - — —/ 
neither  be  quelled  by  adverlity,  nor  fatiated  by  fuccefs.  No  fooncr  Alaric, 
had  he  reached  the  extreme  land  of  Italy,  than  he  was  attracted  by  '  '  '^^°' 
the  neighbouring  profpedl  of  a  fertile  and  peaceful  ifland.  Yet  even 
the  poflefhon  of  Sicily,  he  confidered  only  as  an  intermediate  flep  to 
the  important  expedition,  which  he  already  meditated  againft  the 
continent  of  Africa.  The  ftreights  of  Rhegium  and  Meffina  "'  are 
twelve  miles  in  length,  and,  in  the  narroweft  paflage,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  broad  ;  and  the  fabulous  monflers  of  the  deep,  the 
rocks  of  Scylla,  and  the  whirlpool  of  Charibdis,  could  terrify  none  but 
the  moft  timid  and  unfkilful  mariners.  Yet  as  foon  as  the  firft  divifion 
of  the  Goths  had  embarked,  a  fudden  tempeft  arofe,  which  funk,  or 
fcattered,  many  of  the  tranfports  ;  their  courage  was  daunted  by  the 
terrors  of  a  new  element ;  and  the  whole  defign  was  defeated  by  the 
premature  death  of  Alaric,  which  fixed,  after  a  fliort  illuefs,  the 
fatal  term  of  his  conquefts.  The  ferocious  character  of  the  Barba- 
rians was  difplayed,  in  the  funeral  of  a  hero,  whofe  valour,  and 
fortune,  they  celebrated  with  mournful  applaufe.  By  the  labour  of 
a  captive  multitude,  they  forcibly  diverted  the  courfe  of  the  Bufen- 
tinus,  a  fmall  river  that  wafnes  the  walls  of  Confentia.  The  royal 
fepulchre,  adorned  with  the  fplendid  fpoils,  and  trophies,  of  Rome, 
was  conftrutted  in  the  vacant  bed  ;  the  waters  were  then  rellored  to 
their  natural  channel ;  and  the  fecret  fpot,  w^here  the'  remains  of 
Alaric  had  been  depofited,  v/as  for  ever  concealed  by  the  inhuman 

Scent  the  new  fragrance  of  the  opening  rofe,  "■''  For  the  perfect  defcription  of  the 
And  quaff  the  pendent  vintage  as  it  grows.  Streights  of  Meffina,  Scylla,  Charybdis,  &c- 
See  Gray's  Poems,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Mnfon,  ^""^  Cluverius  (Ital.  Antiq.  1.  iv.  p.  1293. 
p.  197.  Inileadofcompiling  tables  of  chro-  ^nd  Sicilia  Antiq.  1.  i.  p.  60-76.),  who 
nology  and  natural  hillorv.  why  did  not  Mr.  ^ad  diligently  ftudied  the  ancients,  and  fur- 
Gray  apply  the  powers  oif  his  genius  to  finilTi  "^y'^'^  ^^''"^  ^  ""^"^  ^V^  '^^«  ^'-"^"^^  ^=^"  °^ 
the  philofophic  poem,  of  which  he  has  left  ^^^  country, 
fuch  an  exquifue  fpecimen? 

Vol.  III.  K  k  maflacre 
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CHAP.    malTacre  of  the  prlfoners,  who  had  becii.  employed  to  execute  the 

xxxr.  „_^ 

^_.   -.-    ,'    work 

Adolphus  The  perfonal  animofities,  and  hereditary  feuds,  of  the  Barbarians, 

Goths  con-     were  fufpended  by  the  ftrong  neceflity  of  their  affairs  ;   and  the  brave 

peace' with      Adolphus,   the  brother-in-law  of  the  deceafed  monarch,  was  una- 

the  empire,     j^jj^^oufly  cleded  to  fuccecd  to  his  throne.     The  charader  and  po- 

into  Gatil,      litical  fyfLcm  of  the  new  king  of  the  Goths,  may  be  bed  underllood 

from  his  own  converfation  with  an  illuftrious  citizen  of  Narbonne ; 

who  afterwards,  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  related  it  to  St.  Je-  ■ 

rom,  in  the  prefence  of  the  hiftorian  Orofius.     "  In  the  full  confi- 

*'  dence  of  valour  and  victory,   I  once  afpired   (faid  Adolphus)   to- 

"  change  the  face  of  the  univerfe  ;  to  obliterate  the  name  of  Rome  ; 

*'  to  ere£t  on  its  ruins  the  dominion  of  the  Goths ;  and  to  acquire, 

*'  like  Auguftus,  the  immortal  fame  of  the  founder  of  a  new  empire. 

"  By  repeated  experiments,   I  was  gradually  convinced,  that  laws- 

"  are  effentially  neceflary  to  maintain  and  regulate  a  well-conftituted 

"  ftate ;  and  that  the  fierce  untradtable  humour  of  the  Goths  was 

*'  incapable  of  bearing  the  falutary  yoke  of  laws,  and  civil  govern- 

*'  ment.     From  that  moment  I  propofed  to  myfelf  a  different  obje£t 

"  of  glory  and  ambition ;    and  it  is  now  my  fincere  wifh,  that  the 

"  gratitude  of  future  ages  ihould  acknowledge  the  merit  of  a  ftra'n- 

"  ger,  who  employed  the  fword  of  the  Goths,  not  to  fubvert,  but 

*'  to  reftore  and  maintain,  the  profperity  of  the  Roman  empire  '"^" 

With  thefe   pacific   views,    the   fuccefTor    of  Alaric    fufpended   the 

operations  of  war ;  and  ferioully  negociated  with  the  Imperial  court 

a  treaty  of  friendfhip  and  alliance.     It  was  the  intereft  of  the  mini- 

flers  of  Honorius,  who  were  now  releafed  from  the  obligation  of 

their  extravagant  oath,  to  deliver  Italy  from  the  intolerable  weight 

"'  Jornandes,  dc  Reb.  Get.  c.  30.  p.  654.     from  Africa  to  Paleftine,  to  vifit  St.  Jerom, 
"'  Orofius,    ].   vli.    c.  43.    p.  5S4,  585.     and  to  confuk  with  him  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
He  was  fent  by  St.  AugUilin,  in  the  year  415,     Pelagian  controverfy. 

of 
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of  the  Gothic  powers  ;  and  they  readily  accepted  their  fervice  againft 
the  tyrants  and  Barbarians,  who  infefted  the  provinces  beyond  the 
Alps  '^°.  Adolphus,  afluming  the  charader  of  a  Roman  general, 
direcSled  his  march  from  the  extremity  of  Campania  to  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  Gaul.  His  troops,  either  by  force  or  agreement,  im^ 
mediately  occupied  the  cities  of  Narbonne,  Thouloufe,  and  Bour- 
deaux ;  and  though  they  were  repulfed  by  Count  Boniface  from  the 
walls  of  Marfeiiles,  they  foon  extended  their  quarters  from  the  Me- 
iliterranean  to  the  Ocean.  The  oppreffed  provincials  might  exclaim, 
that  the  miferable  remnant,  which  the  enemy  had  fpared,  was  cruelly 
ravifhed  by  their  pretended  allies ;  yet  fome  fpecious  colours  Were 
not  wanting  to  palliate,  or  juftify,  the  violence  of  the  Goths.  The 
cities  of  Gaul,  which  they  attacked,  might  perhaps  be  confidered  as 
in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  againft  the  government  of  Honorius :  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  or  the  fecret  inftrudions  of  the  court,  might 
fometimes  be  alleged  in  favour  of  the  feeming  ufurpations  of  Adol- 
phus ;  and  the  guilt  of  any  irregular,  unfuccefsful,  adl  of  hoftility, 
might  alv/ays  be  imputed,  with  an  appearance  of  truth,  to  the  un- 
governable fpirit  of  a  Barbarian  hoft,  impatient  of  peace  or  difcipline. 
The  kixury  of  Italy  had  been  lefs  effedual  to  foften  the  temper,  than 
to  relax  the  courage,  of  the  Goths  ;  and  they  had  imbibed  the  vices, 
without  imitating  tiie  arts  and  inftitutions,  of  civilifed  fociety  '^'. 

The  profefTions  of  Adolphus  were  probably  fmcere,  and  his  at-  IIL-  marriage 
tachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  republic  was  fecured  by  the  afcendant  dL, 
w^hich  a  Roman  princefs  had  acquired  over  the  heart  and  underftand-  ^'  ^'  '^'■^' 

'^^  Jornandes  fuppofes,  without  much  pro-         '^'  The  retreat  of  the  Goths  from  Italy, 

bability,    that   Adolphus    vifited    and   plun-  and  their  firft  tranri.cT;ions  in  Gaul,   are  dark 

dered  Rome  a  fecond  time  (more  locuftarum  and  doubtful.    I  have  derived  much  affillance 

erafit).     Yet  he  agrees  with  Orofius  in   fnp-  from  Mafcou  (Hill,  of  the  ancient  Germans, 

pofing,  that  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  1.  viii.    c.  29.   35,   36,  37.),    who  has  illuf- 

betwecn  the  Gothic  prince  and  Honorius.  See  trated,  and  connedled,   the  broken  chronicles 

Orof.  1.  vii.  c.  43.  p.  584,  1585.     Jornandes,  and  fragments  of  the  times, 
de  Reb.  Geticis,  c.  31.  p.  654,  655. 

K.  k  3  ing 
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CHAP,  ing  of  the  Barbarian  king.  Placitlia  '",  the  daughter  of  the  great 
Theodofius,  and  of  Galla,  his  fecond  wife,  had  received  a  royal 
education  in  the  palace  of  Conflantinople ;  but  the  eventful  ftory  of 
her  life  is  connedled  with  the  revolutions  which  agitated  the  Weftern 
empire  under  the  reign  of  her  brother  Honorius.  When  Rome  was 
firft  inverted  by  the  arms  of  Alaric,  Placidia,  who  was  then  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  refided  in  the  city ;  and  her  ready  confent  to 
the  death  of  her  coufm  Serena,  has  a  cruel  and  ungrateful  appearance, 
which,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  adlion,  may  be  aggra- 
vated, or  excufed,  by  the  confideration  of  her  tender  age  '".  The 
victorious  Barbarians  detained,  either  as  a  hoftage  or  a  captive  '^*,  the 
fifter  of  Honorius ;  but,  while  fhe  was  expofed  to  the  difgrace  of 
following  round  Italy  the  motions  of  a  Gothic  camp,  fhe  experienced, 
howcA^er,  a  decent  and  refpeQful  treatment.  The  authority  of  Jor- 
nandes,  who  praifes  the  beauty  of  Placidia,  may  perhaps  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  filence,  the  expreffive  filence,  of  her  flatterers :  yet 
the  fplendour  of  her  birth,  the  bloom  of  youth,  the  elegance  of  man- 
ners, and  the  dexterous  inlinuation  which  fhe  condefcended  to  em- 
ploy, made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  Adolphus ;  and  the 
Gothic  king  afpired  to  call  himfelf  the  brother  of  the  emperor.  The 
minifters  of  Honorius  rejected  with  difdain  the  propofal  of  an  al- 
liance, fo  injurious  to  CA^ery  fentiment  of  Roman  pride  ;  and  repeat- 
edly urged  the  reftitution  of  Placidia,  as  an  indifpenfable  condition 
of  the  treaty  of  peace.  But  the  daughter  of  Theodofius  fubmitted, 
without  reludlance,  to  the  dgfires  of  the  conqueror,  a  young  and 
valiant  prince,  who  yielded  to  Alaric  in  loftinefs  of  ftature,  but  who 
excelled  in  the  more  attradlive  qualities  of  grace  and  beauty.     The 

''^  See  an  account  of  Placidia  in  Ducange,         ''"^  Zofim.  1.  vi.  p.  383.     Orofius  (1.  vii. 

Fam.  Byzant.  p.  72.  ;  and  Tillemont,  Hill.  c.  40.  p.  576.),   and  the  Chronicles  of  Mar- 

des   Empereurs,    torn.   v.   p.  260.    386,  Src.  cellinus  and  Idatius,    feem  to  fappofe,  that 

torn.  vi.  p.  240.  the  Goths  did  not  carry  away  Placidia  till 

'"  Zofim.  1.  V.  p.  350.  after  the  laft  fiege  of  Rome. 

I  marriage 
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marriage  of  Adolphus  and  Placidia '"  was  confummated  before  the    ^  ^\,  -"^  *'• 

A  /\  XI. 

Goths  retired  from  Italy ;  and  the  folemn,  perhaps  the  anniverfary* 
day  of  their  nuptials  was  afterwards  celebrated  in  the  houfe  of  Inp;c- 
nuus,  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  citizens  of  Narbonne  in  Gaul.  The 
bride,  attired  and  adorned  Hke  a  Roman  emprefs,  was  placed  on  a 
throne  of  ftate  ;  and  the  king  of  the  Goths,  who  affumed,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  Roman  habit,  contented  himfelf  with  a  lefs  honourable  feat 
by  her  fide.  The  nuptial  gift,  which,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  his 
nation  ''*,  was  offered  to  Placidia,  confifted  of  the  rare  and  magnifi- 
cent fpoils  of  her  country.  Fifty  beautiful  youths,  in  filken  robe.% 
carried  a  bafon  in  each  hand  ;  and  one  of  thefe  bafons  was  filled  witli 
pieces  of  gold,  the  other  with  precious  ftones  of  an  incflimable  va- 
lue. Attalus,  fo  long  the  fport  of  fortune,  and  of  the  Goths,  v/as 
appointed  to  lead  the  chorus  of  the  Hynienseal  fong ;  and  the  de- 
graded emperor  might  afpire  to  the  praife  of  a  fkilful  mufician. 
The  Barbarians  enjoyed  the  infolence  of  their  triumph ;  and 
the  provincials  rejoiced  in  this  alliance,  which  tempered,  by  the 
mild  influence  of  love  and  reafon,  the  fierce  fpirit  of  their  Gothic 
lord '". 

'35  See  the  piftures  of  Adolphus  and  Pla-  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  during  the  firft 

cldia,  and  the  account  of  their  marriage  in  year  of  their   marriage;    and  his   liberality 

Jornandes,  de  Reb.  Geticis,    c.  31.  p.  654,  could  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  tenth  part 

655.     Wilh  regard  to  the  place  where  the  of  his  property.     The  Lombards  were  fome- 

nuptials   were  ftipulated,    or   confummated,  what    more    indulgent  :     they    allowed    the 

or  celebrated,  the  MSS.   of  Jornandes  vary  vtorgingcap  immediately  after  the  wedding- 

between  two  neighbouring  cities,   Forli  and  night  ;    and  this  famous  gift,  the  reward  of 

Imola   (Forum  Livii  and  Forum  Cornelii).  virginity,  might  equal  the  fourth  part  of  the 

It  is  fair  and  eafy   to  reconcile  the  Gothic  hufband's  fubftance.    Some  cautious  maidens, 

hiftorian    with    Olympiodorus    (f  e   Mafcou,  indeed,  were  wife  enough  to  ftipulate  before- 

1.  viii.  c.  36.)  :   but  Tillemont  grows  peevilh,  hand  a  prefent,  which  they  were  too  fure  of 

and  fwears,  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  try  not  deferving.     See  Montefquieu,  Efprit  des 

to  conciliate  Jornandes  with  any  good  au-  Loix,  1.  xix.  c.  25.     Muratori,  delle  Anti- 

thors.  chiti    Italiane,     torn.    i.     Diflertazion    xx. . 

'^*  TheVifigoths    (the  fubjeds  of  Adol-  p.  243. 
phus)  reftrained,    by  fubfequent  laws,    the         '^'  We  owe  the  curious  detail  of  this  nup- 

prodigality  of  conjugal  love.     It  was  illegal  tial  feaft  to  the  hiftorian  Olympiodorus,  ap.. 

for  a  huiband  to  make  any  gift  or  fettlement  Photium,  p.  185.  188. 

Th& 
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CHAP.        The  hundred  bafons  of  gold  and  gems,  prefented  to  Placldla  at  her 

« '    nuptial  feaft,  formed  an  inconfulerable  portion  of  the  Gothic  trea- 

treafures.  fures  ;  of  which  fome  extraordinary  fpecimens  may  be  feledled  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Adolphus.  Many  curious  and  coftly 
ornaments  of  pure  gold,  enriched  with  jewels,  were  found  in  their 
palace  of  Narbonne,  when  it  was  pillaged,  in  the  fixth  century,  by 
the  Franks  :  fixty  cups,  or  chalices  ;  fifteen  patens^  or  plates,  for  the 
■ufe  of  the  communion ;  twenty  boxes,  or  cafes,  to  hold  the  books 
of  the  gofpels  5  this  confecrated  wealth"'  was  diftrlbuted  by  the  fon 
of  Clovis  among  the  churches  of  his  dominions,  and  his  pious  li- 
berality feems  to  upbraid  fome  former  facrilege  of  the  Goths.  They 
pofleffed,  with  more  fecurity  of  confcience,  the  famous  mijfor'iu'm^ 
or  great  difli  for  the  fervice  of  the  table,  of  malTy  gold,  of  the  weight 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  of  far  fuperior  value,  from  the  precious 
flones,  the  exquifite  workmanfhip,  and  the  tradition,  that  it  had 
been  prefented  by  iEtius  the  patrician,  to  Torlfmond  king  of  the 
Goths.  One  of  the  fucceffors  of  Torifmond  purchafed  the  aid 
of  the  French  monarch  by  the  promife  of  this  magnilicent  gift. 
When  he  was  feated  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  he  delivered  it  with  re- 
luflance  to  the  ambaffadors  of  Dagobert ;  defpciled  them  on  the  road ; 
flipulated,  after  a  long  negociation,  the  inadequate  ranfom  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and  preferved  the  miJJ'orhim^  as  the 
pride  of  the  Gothic  treafury  '".  When  that  treafuiy,  after  the  con- 
queft  of  Spain,  w^as  plundered  by  the  Arabs,  they  admired,  and  they 

'^'  See  in  the  great  colleftion  of  the  hifto-  '^'  Confult  the  following  original  teftirao- 

rians  of  France  by  D  m.  Bouquet,   torn.  ii.  nies  in   the  Hirtorians   of  France,    torn.  ii. 

Greg.  Turonenf.  1.  iii.  c.  lo.  p.  igi.     Gefta  Fredegarii  Scholaftici  Chron.  c.     3.   p.  441. 

Regum    Francorum,    c.    23.    p,  557.      The  Fredegar.    Fragment,    iii.    p.    463.       Gcfta 

anonymous  writer,  with  an  ignorance  worthy  Regis  Dagobert.    c.  29.   p.  587.      The   ac- 

of  his  times,  fuppofes  that  thefe  inftruments  celTion  of  Sifenand   to  the  throne  of  Spain 

of  Chriftian   worihip    had   belonged    to   the  happened  A.  D.  631.     The  200,000  pieces 

temple  of  Solomon.     If  he  has  any  meaning,  of  gold  were   appropriated   by  Dagobert  to 

it  muft  be,  that  they  were  found  in  the  fack  the  foundation  of  the  church  of  St.  Denys. 
«f  Rome. 

have 
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have  celebrated,   another  objed  ftlll  more  remarkable  :    a  table  of    C  H  A  i', 

XXXI. 
confiderable  fize,  of  one  fingle  piece  of  folid  emerald  '*°,   encircled    '     -.  -    -f 

with  three  rows  of  fine  pearls,  fupporfed  by  three  hundred  and  fixty- 

five  feet  of  gems  and  maffy  gold,  and  eftimated  at  the  price  of  five 

hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  '■*'.     Some  portion  of  the  Gothic 

treafures  might  be  the  gift  of  friendfliip,  or  the  tribute  of  obedience  : 

but  the  far  greater  part  had  been  the  fruits  of  war  and  rapine,  the 

fpoils  of  the  empire,  and  perhaps  of  Rome. 

After  the  deliverance  of  Italy  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  Goths,  Laws  for  the 

r  r  r  11  •  1  n  r  1  clicf  of  Italjr 

fome  lecret  couniellor  was  permitted,  amidlt  the  factions  of  the  and  Rome, 
palace,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  that  afflidled  country  ''*\  By  a  wife  '  "  "^^ 
and  humane  regulation,  the  eight  provinces  which  had  been  the 
moft  deeply  injured,  Campania,  Tufcany,  Picenum,  Samnium,  Apu- 
lia, Calabria,  Bruttium,  and  Lucania,  obtained  an  indulgence  of  five 
years :  the  ordinary  tribute  was  reduced  tcv  one  fifth,  and  even  that 
fifth  was  deftined  to  reftore,  and  fupport  the  ufeful  inftitution  of  the 
public  ports.  By  another  law,  the  lands,  which  had  been  left 
without  inhabitants  or  cultivation,  were  granted,  with  fome  dimi- 
nution of  taxes,  to  the  neighbours  who  fhould  occupy,  or  the  ftran— 
gers  who  fhould  folicit  them ;  and  the  new  pofleffbrs  were  fecured 
againfl:  the  future  claims  of  the  fugitive  proprietors.  About  the  fame 
time,  a  general  amnefty  was  publifhed  in  the  name  of  Honorius,  to 
abolilh  the  guilt  and  memory  of  all  the  involuntary  offences,  which 

i+o  "pijg   prefident   Goquet    (Origine    des  ArabeSj   torn.    i.  p.    83.     It  was  called   the 

Loix,   &c.   torn.  ii.  p.   239.)  is   of  opinion.  Table  of  Solomon,  according  to  the  cuftom 

that  the  ftupendous  pieces   of  emerald,   the  of  the  Orientals,   who  afcribe  to  that  prince 

llatues   and  columns,    which    antiquity   has  every  ancient  work  of  knowledge  or  magni- 

placed  in  Egypt,  at  Gades,  at  Conftantino-  ficcnce. 

p!c,  were  in  reality  artificial  compofitions  of  "'^  His    three  laws    are    inferted    in    the 

coloured  glafs.     The  famous  emerald   difh,  Theodofian  Code,  1.  xi.  tit.   xxviii.  leg.  7. 

which    is   (hewn   at   Genoa,    is   fuppofed  to  L.    xiii.  tit.    xi.   leg.    12.      L.   xv.  tit.   xiv.. 

countenance  the  fufpicion.  leg.  14.     The  expreffions  of  the  laft  are  very 

'+'  Elmacin.  Hift.  Saracenica,  1.  i.  p.  85.  remarkable;    fince  they  contain  not  only  a 

Roderic.  Tolet.  Hift.  Arab.  c.  9.  Cardonne,  pardon,  but  an  apology. 
Hirt.  de  I'Afrique  et  de  I'Efpagne  fous  k& 

4  had 
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■c  HAP.  had  been  committed  by  his  unhappy  fubjedls,  during  the  term  of 
i__-,J— ^  the  public  diforder  and  calamity.  A  decent  and  refpedlful  attention 
was  paid  to  the  rcftoration  of  the  capital ;  the  citizens  were  encou- 
raged to  rebuild  the  edifices  which  had  been  deftroyed  or  damaged  by 
hoftile  fire ;  and  extraordinary  fupplies  of  corn  were  imported  from 
the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  crowds  that  fo  lately  fled  before  the  fword 
of  the  Barbarians,  were  foon  recalled  by  the  hopes  of  plenty  and 
pleafure ;  and  Albinus,  prasfed  of  Rome,  informed  the  court,  with 
fome  anxiety  and  furprife ;  that,  in  a  fmgle  day,  he  had  taken  an 
account  of  the  arrival  of  fourteen  thoufand  flrangers  "''^  In  lefs  than 
feven  years,  the  veftiges  of  the  Gothic  invafion  were  almoft  obli- 
terated ;  and  the  city  appeared  to  refume  its  former  fplendour  and 
tranquillity.  The  venerable  matron  replaced  her  crown  of  laurel, 
which  had  been  ruffled  by  the  ftorms  of  war ;  and  was  ftill  amufed, 
in  the  laft  moment  of  her  decay,  with  the  prophecies  of  revenge,  of 
vidtory,  and  of  eternal  dominion  '"*. 
Revolt  and  This  apparent  tranquillity  was  foon  diflurbed  by  the  approach  of 

Heraclian,  ^"^  hoftile  armament  from  the  country  which  afforded  the  daily  fub- 
Afir  °^  fiftence  of  the  Roman  people.  Heraclian,  count  of  Africa,  who, 
A.  D.  413.  under  the  mofl  difficult  and  diftrefsful  circumflances,  had  fupported, 
with  adive  loyalty,  the  caufe  of  Honorius,  was  tempted,  in  the 
rear  of  his  confulfhip,  to  alTume  the  charader  of  a  rebel,  and  the 
title  of  emperor.  The  ports  of  Africa  were  immediately  filled  with 
the  naval  forces,  at  the  head  of  which  he  prepared  to  invade  Italy: 


'■♦^  Olympiodorus  ap.  Phot.  p.  1S8,     Phi-  difficulties;  but  Scaliger  has  deduced  from 

loilorgius   (1.  xii.  c.  5.)  obferves,  that  when  aftronomical   charaflers,  that  he  left   Rome 

Honorius  made  his  triumphal  entry,  he  en-  the  24th  of  September,    and   embarked  at 

couraged   the  Romans,    with  his   hand  and  Porti  the  9th   of  Oftober,  A.  D.  416.     See 

voice  (;i(;£;j.  xai  V^a/TTr\   to  rebuild  their  city;  Tillemont,   Hid.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p. 

and  the  Chronicle  of  Profper  commends  He-  82c.      In    this    poetical  Itinerary,    Rutilius 

jaclian,  qui  in  Romanx  urbis  reparationem  (I-   i-   115,  &c.)  addrefles  Rome  in  a  high 

ilrenuum  exhibuerat  minifteriura.  flrain  of  congratulation  : 

'**  The  date   of  the  voyage  of  Claudius  Erige  crinales  lauros,  feniumque  facrati 

S.utilius  Numatianus,  is  clogged  with  fome  VerticisinviridesRomarecinge  comas,  &c. 

and 
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and  his  fleet,  when  it  caft  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Tvber,  indeed    C  H  A  p. 

^  XXXI. 

furpafled  the  fleets  of  Xerxes  and  Alexander,  if  all  the  veflels,  in- 
cluding the  royal  galley,  and  the  fmalleft  boat,  did  adually  amount 
to  the  incredible  number  of  three  thoufand  two  iiundred  '".  Yet 
with  fuch  an  armament,  which  might  have  fubverted,  or  rcfliored, 
the  greatefl:  empires  of  the  earth,  the  African  ufurper  made  a  very 
faint  and  feeble  imprefllon  on  the  provinces'  of  his  rival.  As  he 
marched  from  the  port,  along  the  road  which  leads  to  the  gates  of 
Rome,  he  was  encountered,  terrified,  and  routed,  by  one  of  the 
Imperial  captains ;  and  the  lord  of  this  mighty  hoft,  deferting  his 
fortune  and  his  friends,  ignominioufly  fled  with  a  fingle  fhip  '**. 
When  Heraclian  landed  in  the  harbour  of  Carthage,  he  found  that 
the  whole  province,  difdaining  fuch  an  unworthy  ruler,  had  returned 
to  their  allegiance.  The  rebel  was  beheaded  in  the  ancient  temple  of 
Memory ;  his  confulfhip  was  abolifhed  "*' ;  and  the  remains  of  his 
private  fortune,  not  exceeding  the  moderate  fum  of  four  thoufand 
pounds  of  gold,  were  granted  to  the  brave  Conflantius,  who  had 
already  defended  the  throne,  which  he  afterwards  fhared  with  his 
feeble  fovereign.  Honorius  viewed,  with  fupine  indifference,  the 
calamities  of  Rome  and  Italy  '*" ;  but  the  rebellious  attempts  of  At- 
tains and  Heraclian,  againft  his  perfonal  fafety,  awakened,  for  a 
moment,  the  torpid  infl:in£l  of  his  nature.     He  was  probably  igno- 

'*'  Orofius  compofed  his  hiftory  in  Africa,         '->'  See  Cod.  Theod.  I.  xv.  tiv.  xiv.  leg. 

only  two  years  after  the  event ;  yet  his  au-  13.     The   legal  afts  performed  in  his  name, 

thority  feems  to  be  overbalanced  by  the  im-  even  the  maniiminion  of  flaves,  were  declared 

probability  of  the  fafl.     The  Chronicle   of  invalid,  till  they  had  been  formally  repeated. 
Marcellinus  gives  Heraclian  700  (hips,  and         '■^^  I  have  difdained    to  mention  a   very 

3000  men  ;  the  latter  of  thefe  numbers  is  ri-  foolilh,  and  probably  a  falfe  report  (Procop. 

diculoufly   corrupt;     but    the  former  would  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1,  i.  c.  z.),  that  Honorius 

pleafe  me  very  much.  was  alarmed  by  the  Ic/s  of  Rome,  till  he  un- 

'**  The  Chronicle  of  Idatius  affirms,  with-  dcrftood  that  it  was  not  a  favourite  chicken 

out  the  leaft  appearance  of  truth,    that   he  of  that  name,    but  only   the   capital   of  the 

advanced   as   far  as  Otriculum,  in  Umbria,  world,  which  had  been  loft.     Yet  even  this 

where  he  was  overthrown  in  a  great  battle,  ftory  is  fome  evidence  of  the  public  opinion, 
with  the  lofs  of  fifty  thoufand  men. 

Vol.  IIL  LI  rant 
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CHAP,    j-ant  of  the  cauies  and  events  which  preferved  him  from  thefe  im^-- 

XXXI.  '■ 

\^ ,~_^    pending  dangers  ;  and  as  Italy  was  no  longer  invaded  by  any  foreiga 

or  domeftic  enemies,  he  peaceably  exifted  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna, 
while  the  tyrants  beyond  the  Alps  were  repeatedly  vanquifhed  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  lieutenants,  of  the  fon  of  Theodofius  '^'.  In  the 
eourfe  of  a  bufy  and  interefting  narrative,  I  might  pofllbly  forget  to 
mention  the  death  of  I'uch  a  prince:  and  I  ftiall  therefore  take  the 
precaution  of  obferving,  in  this  place,  that  he  furvived  the  laft  fiege 
of  Rome  about  thirteen  years. 
Revolutions  The  ufurpatiou  of  Conftaixtine,  who  received  the  purple  from  the 
Spain,"  *"  legions  of  Britain,  had  been  fuccefsful;  and  feemed  to  be  fecure.. 
A.  D.  409—  j^-^  ^jj.|g  ^^g  acknowledged,  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  co- 
lumns  of  Hercules;  and,  in  the  midft  of  the  public  diforder,  he 
fhared  the  dominion,  and  the  plunder,  of  Gaul  and  Spain,  with  the 
tribes  of  Barbarians,  whofe  deftrudtive  progrefs  was  no  longer 
checked  by  the  Rhine  or  Pyrenees..  Stained  with  the  blood  of  the 
kinfmen  of  Honorius,,  he  extorted,  from  the  court  of  Ravenna,  with 
which  he  fecretly  correfponded,  the  ratification  of  his  rebellious 
claims.  Conftantine  engaged  himfelf,  by  a  folemn  promife,  to  deli- 
ver Italy  from  the  Goths  ;  advanced-  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Po  ; 
and  after  alarming,,  rather  than  alhfting,  his  pufillanimous  ally^ 
haftily  returned  to  the  palace  of  Aries,  to  celebrate,  with  intemperate 
luxurv,  his  vain  and  oftentatious  triumph.  But  this  tranfient  pro- 
fperity  was  foon  interrupted  and  deftroyed  by  the  revolt  of  count 
Gerontius,  the  braveft  of  his  generals;  who,  during  the  abfence  of 
his  fon  Conftans,  a  prince  already  invefted  with  the  Imperial  purple, 

"*»  The  materials,  for  the  lives  of  all  thefe  370^    371.     Olympiodorus,    apud  Phot.    p. 

tyrants  are  taken  from  Cix  conteinporary  hif-  180,  1^1.  184,  1S5.     Sozomen,  1.  ix.  c.  iz, 

torians,  two  Latins  and  four  Greeks:   Ore-  13,   14,    15.;  and  Philoftorgius,  1.  xii.  c.  5, 

fuis,  1.  vii.  c.   42.  p.   581,  582,   583.;  Re-  6.,  with  Godefroy's   Diflertations,  p.  477 — 

aatus  Profuturus  Frigeridus,    apud  Gregor.  481.;  befides  the  four  Chronicles  of  Profper 

Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  in  thehillorians  of  France,  Tyro,    Profper    of  .'iquitain,    Idatius,    and 

torn.  ii.  p.    165,    166.     Zofimus,  I.  vi.  p.  Marcellinus. 

2,  had; 
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had  been  left  to  command  in  the  provinces  of  Spain.     For  fome  rca-    C  H  A  v. 

XXXI. 

fon,  df  which  we  are  ignorant,  Gerontius,  inftead  of  afliiming  the   ' " ' 

diadem,  placed  it  on  the  head  of  his  friend  Maximus,  who  fixed  his 
refidence  at  Tarragona,  while  the  ad:ive  count  preiled  forwards, 
through  the  Pyrenees,  to  furprife  the  two  emperors,  Conftantine 
and  Conftans,  before  they  could  prepare  for  their  defence.  The  fon 
was  made  prifoner  at  Vienna,  and  immediately  put  to  death  ;  and 
the  unfortunate  youth  had  fcarcely  leifure  to  deplore  the  elevation  of 
his  family ;  which  had  tempted,  or  compelled  him,  facrilegioufly  to 
defert  the  peaceful  obfcurity  of  the  monaftic  life.  The  father  main- 
tained a  fiege  within  the  walls  of  Aries ;  but  thofe  walls  muft  have 
yielded  to  the  aflailants,  had  not  the  city  been  unexpeftedly  relieved 
by  the  approach  of  an  Italian  army.  The  name  of  Honorius,  the 
proclamation  of  a  lawful  emperor,  aftonifhed  the  contending  parties 
of  the  rebels.  Gerontius,  abandoned  by  his  own  troops,  efcaped  to 
the  confines  of  Spain ;  and  refcued  his  name  from  oblivion,  by  the 
Roman  courage  which  appeared  to  animate  the  laft  moments  of  his 
life.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  great  body  of  his  perfidious  fol- 
diers  furrounded,  and  attacked  his  houfe,  which  he  had  ftrongly 
barricaded.  His  wife,  a  valiant  friend  of  the  nation  of  the  Alani, 
and  fome  faithful  flaves,  w^ere  ftill  attached  to  his  perfon ;  and  he 
ufed,  with  fo  much  fkill  and  refolution,  a  large  magazine  of  darts 
and  arrows,  that  above  three  hundred  of  the  aflailants  loft  their  lives 
in  the  attempt.  His  flaves,  when  all  the  miflile  weapons  were  fpent, 
fled  at  the  dawn  of  day;  and  Gerontius,  if  he  had  not  been  reftrained 
by  conjugal  tendernefs,  might  have  imitated  their  example ;  till  the 
foldiers,  provoked  by  fuch  obftinate  refiftance,  applied  fire  on  all 
fides  to  the  houfe.  In  this  fatal  extremity,  he  complied  with  the  re- 
queft  of  his  Barbarian  friend,  and  cut  off  his  head.  The  wife  of 
Gerontius,  who  conjured  him  not  to  abandon  her  to  a  life  of  mifery 
and  difgrace,    eagerly  prefented  her  neck  to  his   fword ;    and  the 

L  1  2  tragic 
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CHAP,    tragic  fcene  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  count  hlmfelf,  who,. 

•,_  .-  ,'  after  three  inefFe(fl:ual  flrokes,  drew  a  fhort  dagger  and  fheathed  it  in 
his  heart  "°.  The  improte61:ed  Maximus,  whom  he  had  inverted 
with  the  purple,  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  the  contempt  that  was 
entertained  of  his  power  and  abilities.  The  caprice  of  the  Barba- 
rians, who  ravaged  Spain,  once  more  feated  this  Imperial  phantom 
on  the  throne  :  but  they  foon  refigned  him  to  the  juftice  of  Hono- 
rius  ;  and  the  tyrant  Maximus,  after  he  had  been  fhewn  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  was  publicly  executed. 

Charaaer  The  general,  Conftantius  was   his  name,  who  raifed  by  his  ap- 

and  viftories  ■>    ^^  rr  11  r /^ 

ofthegeneral  proach  the  liege  of  Aries,  and  difTipated  the  troops  of  Gerontius,  was 
born  a  Roman  :  and  this  remarkable  diftindlion  is  ftrongly  expreflive 
of  the  decay  of  military  fpirit  among  the  fubje£ls  of  tlie  empire- 
The  ftrength  and  majefty  which  were  confpicuous  in  the  perfon  of 
that  general  '^',  marked  him,  in  the  popular  opinion,  as  a  candidate 
worthy  of  the  throne,  which  he  afterwards  afcended.  In  the  familiar 
intercourfe  of  private  life,  his  manners  were  cheerful  and  engaging : 
nor  would  he  fometimes  difdain,  in  the  licence  of  convivial  mirth,, 
to  vie  with  the  pantomimes  themfelves,  in  the  exercifes  of  their  ridi- 
culous profefTion.  But  when  the  trumpet  fummoned  him  to  arms; 
when  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and,  bending  down  (for  fuch  was  his 
fmgular  practice)  almoft  upon  the  neck,  fiercely  rolled  his  large  ani- 
mated eyes  round  the  field,  Conftantius  then  ftruck  terror  into  his 
foes,  and  infpired  his  foldiers  with  the  aflurance  of  vidory.  He  had 
];eceived  from  the  court  of  Ravenna  the  important  commiflion  of 


''°  The  praifcs  which  Sozomen  has  be- 
ftowed  on  this  aft  of  defpair,  appear  llrange 
and  fcandalous  in  the  mouth  of  an  ecclefia- 
ilical  hiftorian.  He  obferves  (p.  379. )»  'I^^' 
the  wife  of  Gerontius  was  a  Chrijlian ;  and 
that  her  death  was  worthy  of  her  religion, 
and  of  immortal  fame. 


'^'  Eioo;  a|iOT  T^Yal«o'c-,  is  the  exprefiion  of 
Olympiodorus,  which  he  feems  to  have  bor- 
rowed from  Mollis,  a  tragedy  of  Euripides, 
of  which  fome  fragments  only  are  now  ex- 
tant (Euripid.  Barnes,  torn.  ii.  p.  443. 
ver.  38.).  This  allui'on  may  prove,  that  the 
ancient  tragic  poets  were  ftill  familiar  to  the 
Greeks  of  the  fifth  centurv. 


extirpating 
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extirpating  rebellion  in  the  provinces  of  the  Weft  ;  and  the  pretended  ^  ^vvi  ^' 
emperor  Conftantlne,  after  enjoying  a  fhort  and  anxious  refpite,  '«-—„-—' 
was  again  befieged  in  his  capital  liy  the  arms  of  a  more  formidable 
enemy.  Yet  this  interval  allowed  time  for  a  fuccefsful  negociation 
with  the  Franks  and  Alemanni ;  and  his  ambaffiidor,  Edobic,  foon 
returned,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  to  difturb  the  operations  of  the 
fiege  of  Aries.  The  Roman  general,  inftead  of  expedling  the  attack 
lo  his  lines,  boldly,  and  perhaps  wifely,  refolved  to  pafs  the  Rhone, 
and  to  meet  the  Barbarians.  His  meafures  were  conduced  with  fo 
much  fkill  and  fecrecy,  that,  while  they  engaged  the  in£mtry  of  Con- 
ftantlus  in  the  front,  they  were  fuddenly  attacked,  furrounded,  and 
deftroyed  by  the  cavalry  of  his  lieutenant  Ulphilas,  who  had  lilently 
gained  an  advantageous  poft  in  their  rear.  The  remains  of  the  army  of 
Edobic  were  preferved  by  flight  or  fubmillion,  and  their  leader  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle  to  the  houfe  of  a  faithlefs  friend ;  who  too 
clearly  underftood,  that  the  head  of  his  obnoxious  gueft  would  be  an 
acceptable  and  lucrative  prefent  for  the  Imperial  general.  On  this 
occafion,  Conftantius  behaved  with  the  magnanimity  of  a  genuine 
Roman.  Subduing,  or  fuppreffing,  every  fentiment  of  jealoufy,  he 
publicly  acknowledged  the  merit  and  fervices  of  Ulphilas:  but  he 
turned  with  horror  from  the  aflaffin  of  Edobic;  and  fternly  intimated 
his  commands,  that  the  camp  fhould  no  longer  be  polluted  by  the 
prefence  of  an  ungrateful  wretch,  who  had  violated  the  laws  of 
frlendfhip  and  hofpitality.  The  ufurper,  who  beheld,  from  the  walls 
of  Aries,  the  ruin  of  his  laft  hopes,  was  tempted  to  place  fome  con- 
fidence in  fo  generous  a  conqueror.  He  required  a  folemn  promife  ■ 
for  his  fecurity ;  and  after  receiving,  by  the  Impofition  of  hands, . 
the  facred  charadter  of  a  Chriftlan  Prefoyter,  he  ventured  to  open 
the  gates  of  the  city.  But  he  foon  experienced,  that  the  principles  ■ 
of  honour  and  integrity,  which  might  regulate  the  ordinary  conduct 
of  Conftantius,  were  iuperfeded  by  the  loofe  dodrines  of  political 

moralitj'. 
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CHAP,  morality.     The  Roman  general,  indeed,  refufed  to  fully  his  laurels 

< , *  with  the  blood  of  Conftantine ;  but  the  abdicated  emperor,  and,  his 

ufurper  Con-  fon  Julian,  were  fent  under  a  flrong  guard  into  Italy ;   and  before 

h!^^L\\,  ^'^^1  reached  the   palace   of  Ravenna,    they   met   the   miniflers   of 

November  28.        j^^^j^^ 

Fall  of  the  At  a  time  when  it  was  univerfally  confefTcd,  that  almoft  every 

ufurpers,  Jo-  .         ,  .  „  .         .  r        i  •  i  • 

viniis,  Seba-   nian  m  the  empire  was  lupenor   m  perlonal  merit  to  the  princes 
Aualus,"         whom  the  accident  of  their  birth  had  feated  on  the  throne,  a  rapid 
6  fuccefhon   of  ufurpers,  regardlefs   of  the  fate  of  their  predeceffors, 

flill  continued  to  arife.  This  mifchief  was  peculiarly  felt  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Spain  and  Gaul,  where  the  principles  of  order  and  obe- 
dience had  been  extinguifhed  by  war  and  rebellion.  Before  Con- 
ftantine refigned  the  purple,  and  in  the  fourth  month  of  the  fiege  of 
Aries,  intelligence  was  received  in  the  Imperial  camp,  that  Jovinus 
had  aflumed  the  diadem  at  Mentz,  in  the  Upper  Germany,  at  the 
inftigation  of  Goar,  king  of  the  Alani,  and  of  Guntiarius,  king  of 
the  Burgundians ;  and  that  the  candidate,  on  whom  they  had  be- 
ftowed  the  empire,  advanced,  with  a  formidable  hoft  of  Barbarians, 
from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  thofe  of  the  Rhone.  Every  circum- 
ftance  is  dark  and  extraordinary  in  the  fhort  hiftory  of  the  reign  of 
Jovinus.  It  was  natural  to  expedl,  that  a  brave  and  fkilful  general, 
at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army,  would  have  afferted,  in  a  field  of 
battle,  thejuftice  of  the  caufe  of  Honorius.  The  hafty  retreat  of 
Conftantius  might  be  juftified  by  weighty  reafons;  but  he  refigned, 
without  a  ftruggle,  the  pofleflion  of  Gaul :  and  Dardanus,  the  Prae- 
torian prasfedt,  is  recorded  as  the  only  magiftrate,  who  refufed  to 
yield  obedience  to  the  ufurper  '^\     When  the  Goths,  two  years  after 

'5^  Sidonius   Apollinaris    (1,   v.    epift.   9.  refpeftable  charafter  in  the  world,  and  even 

p.    139.  and  Not.    Sirmond.    p.   58.),  after  in  the  church  ;  held  a  devout  correfpondence 

ftigmatifing    the  inconjiancy    of  Conflantine,  with    St.  Augiiftin   and  St.  Jerom ;  and  was 

t\ie  facility  of  Jovinus,  lYit  perfdy  of  Gercn-  complimented  by  the  latter  (torn.  iii.  p.  66.) 

tius,  continues  to  obferve,  that  all  the  vices  with  the  epithets  of  Chriffianorum  Nobilifii- 

of  thefe  tyrants  were  united  in  the  perfon  of  me,  and  Nobilium  Chriftianiffime. 
Pardanus.      Yet   the    prxfeft    fupported   a 

the 
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the  fiege  of  Rome,  eftabliflied  their  quarters  in  Gaul,  it  was  natural     CHAP, 
to  fuppofe  that  their  inclinations  could  be  divided  only  between  the 
emperor  Honorius,  with  whom  they  had  formed  a  recent  alliance, 
and  the  degraded  Attains,  whom  they  refen-'ed  in  their  camp  for  the 
occafional  purpofe  of  ading  the  part  of  a  mufician  or  a  monarch. 
Yet  in  a  moment  of  difguft  (for  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  affign  a  caufe, 
or  a  date),  Adolphus  connedted  himfelfwith  the  ufurper  of  Gaul ; 
and  impofed  on  Attains  the  ignominious  tafk  of  negociating  the  treaty, 
which  ratified  his  own   difgrace.      We   are  again  furprifed   to   read,, 
that,  inftead  of  confidering  the  Gothic  alliance  as  the  firmell  fupport 
of  his  throne,  Jovinus  upbraided,  in  dark  and  ambiguous  language,, 
the  officious   importunity  of  Attains  ;   that,  fcorning    the  advice  of 
his  great  ally,  he  inverted  with  the  purple  his  brother  Sebaftian ;   and 
that  he  moft  imprudently  accepted  the  fervice  of  Sarus,  when  that 
gallant  chief,  the  foldier  of  Honorius,  was   provoked  to  defert  the 
court  of  a  prince,  who  knew  not  how  to  reward,  or  punilh,     Adol- 
phus, educated  among  a  race  of  warriors,  who  efteemed  the  duty  of 
revenge  as  the  moft  precious  and  facred  portion  of  their  inheritance 
advanced  with  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  Goths  to  encounter  the  here- 
ditary enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Balti.     He  attacked  Sarus   at  an  un- 
guarded moment,  when  he  was  accompanied  only  by  eighteen  or 
twenty  of  his  valiant  followers.      United  by  friendfhip,.  animated  by 
defpair,  but  at  length  oppreffed  by  multitudes,  this  band  of  heroes- 
deferved  the  efteem,  without  exciting  the  compaffion,  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  the  lion  was  no  fooner  taken  in  the  toils '",  than  he  was 
Inftantly  difpatched.     The  death  of  Sarus  diflblved  the  loofe  alliance 
which  Adolphus  ftill   maintained  with  the   ufurpers  of  Gaul.     He 

'"  The  expreffion  may  be  underftood  al-  nils  contortis,    was   much  praflifed  by  the 

moll  literally ;  Olympiodorus  fays,  f^cAi,  era*;-  Huns  (Ammian.  xxxi.  2.).     II  fut  pris  vif 

X015  i^ay^mar.     Xcacxix;  (or  craxof)  may  fignify  avsc  des  filets,  is  the  tranflation  of  Tille- 

afack,  or  a  loofe  garment ;  and  this  method  mont.  Hill,  des  Em^ereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  608.. 
ef  entangling  and  catching  an  enemy,  laci- 

agaim 
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CHAP,    affain  liftcned  to  the  dictates  of  love  and  prudence  ;  and  foon  fatisfied 

xxxr. 
■  L/  the  brother  of  Placidia,  by  the  aflurance  that  he  would  immedi- 
ately tranfmit,  to  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  the  heads  of  the  two 
tyrants,  Jovinus  and  Sebaftian.  The  king  of  the  Goths  executed 
his  promife  without  difficulty  or  delay  :  the  helplefs  brothers,  unfup- 
ported  by  any  perfonal  merit,  were  abandoned  by  their  Barbarian 
auxiliaries;  and  the  fliort  oppofition  of  Valentia  was  expiated  by  the 
ruin  of  one  of  the  nobleft  cities  of  Gaul.  The  emperor,  chofen  by  the 
Roman  fenate,  who  had  been  promoted,  degraded,  infulted,  reftored, 
again  degraded,  and  again  infulted,  was  finally  abandoned  to  his  fate:  but 
when  the  Gothic  king  withdrew  his  prote»2:ion,  he  was  reftrained,  by 
pity  or  contempt,  from  offering  any  violence  to  the  perfon  of  Attalus. 
The  unfortunate  Attalus,  who  was  left  without  fubjedts  or  allies, 
embarked  in  one  of  the  ports  of  Spain,  in  fearch  of  fome  fecure  and 
folitary  retreat:  but  he  was  intercepted  at  fea,  conducted  to  the  pre- 
fcnce  of  Honorius,  led  in  triumph  through  the  ftreets  of  Rome  or 
Ravenna,  and  publicly  expofed  to  the  gazing  multitude,  on  the 
■fecond  Hep  of  the  throne  of  his  vivincible  conqueror.  The  fame 
meafure  of  punilhment,  with  which,  in  the  days  of  his  profperity, 
he  was  accufed  of  menacing  his  rival,  was  inflicted  on  Attalus  him- 
felf :  he  was  condemned,  after  the  amputation  of  two  fingers,  to  a 
perpetual  exile  in  the  ifle  of  Lipari,  where  he  was  fupplied  with  the 
decent  neceffaries  of  life.  The  remainder  of  the  reign  of  Honorius 
was  undifturbed  by  rebellion ;  and  it  may  be  obferved,  that,  in  the 
fpace  of  five  years,  feven  ufurpers  had  yielded  to  the  fortune  of  a 
prince,  who  was  himfelf  incapable  either  of  counfel  or  of  adlion. 
jsvafion  of  The  fituation  of  Spain,  feparated,'  on  all  fides,  from  the  enemies 

iuevi,  Vnn-  of  Rome,  by  the  fea,  by  the  mountains,  and  by  intermediate  pro- 
^als,  Alani,  yjj-^j-gg^  }-j;^(j  fecured  the  long  tranquillity  of  that  remote  and  fequef- 
A.  0.409,       tered  country  ;   and  we  may  obferve,  as  a  fure  fymptom  of  domeftic 

Daober  13.  ^  _  _     ^  ^      ^  _ 

happinefs,  that,  in  a  period  of  four  hundred  years,  Spain  furnifhed 
3  ■*'ei?7 
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very  few  materials  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  foot-  ^  ^^  ^  ^' 
-fteps  of  the  Barharians,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  had  pene- 
trated beyond  the  Pyrenees,  were  foon  obliterated  by  the  return  of 
peace;  and  in  the  fourth  century  of  the  Chriftian  xra,  the  cities  of 
Emerita  or  Merida,  of  Corduba,  Seville,  Bracara,  and  Tarragona, 
were  numbered  with  the  moil  illuftrious  of  the  Roman  world. 
The  various  plenty  of  the  animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral 
kingdoms,  was  Imprqved  and  manufadlured  by  the  fkill  of  an  i)\- 
duftrious  people ;  and  the  peculiar  advantages  of  naval  ftores  con- 
tributed to  fupport  an  extenfive  and  profitable  trade  '^*.  The  arts  and 
fciences  flourifhed  under  the  protection  of  the  emperors ;  and  if  the 
character  of  the  Spaniards  w^as  enfeebled  by  peace  and  fervitude,  the 
hoftile  approach  of  the  Germans,  who  had  fpread  terror  and  defo- 
lation  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Pyrenees,  feemed  to  rekindle  fome 
fparks  of  military  ardour.  As  long  as  the  defence  of  the  mountains 
was  entrufted  to  the  hardy  and  fliithful  militia  of  the  country,  they 
fuccefsfully  repelled  the  frequent  attempts  of  the  Barbarians.  But  no 
iboner  had  the  national  troops  been  compelled  to  relign  their  port  to 
the  Honorian  bands,  in  the  fervice  of  Conftantine  ;  than  the  gates  of 
Spain  were  treacheroufly  betrayed  to  the  public  enemy,  about  ten 
months  before  the  fack  of  Rome  by  the  Goths  '".  The  confciouf- 
nefs  of  guilt,  and  the  thirfl;  of  rapine,  prompted  the  mercenary 
guards  of  the  Pyrenees  to  defert  their  Ration  ;  to  invite  the  arms  of 
the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Alani ;   and   to   fwcll   the   torrent 

"*  without  recurring  to  the  more  ancient  in  Noniiius,  Hifpanialiluftrnta,  and  in  i-fuct, 

writers,   I  fhall   quote  three  refpedlable  tefti-  Hill,    du   Commerce   des    Anciens,    c.    4.0. 

monies  vvhich   belong  to  the  fourth  and  fe-  p.  228 — 234.. 

venth  centuries  ;   the  Expofitio  totius  Mundi         '''    The  date   is   accuratcl}'  fixed   in   the 

(p.  16.  in  the  third  volume  of  Hudfon's  Mi-  Fafti,   and   the  Chronicle  of  Idatius.     Oro- 

nor  Geographers),  Aufonius  (de  Claris  Urbi-  fius  (1.  vii.  c.  40.  p.  578.)  imputes  the  lofs 

bus,  p.  242.  edit. Toll.),  andlfidoreof  Seville  ofSpaintothe  treachery  of  the  Honoriars; 

(Prffifat.  ad  Chron.  ap.  Grotium,  Hift.  Goth,  wliile   Sozomcn  (1.  ix.  c.   12,)  accufes  only 

p.  707.).     Many  particulars  relative  to  the  their  negligence, 
fertility  and  trade  of  Spain,  may  be  found 

Vol.  III.  M  m  which 
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wliich  was  poured  with  irrefiftible  violence  from  the  frontiers  of 
Gaul  to  the  fea  of  Africa.  The  misfortunes  of  Spain  may  be  dc- 
fcribcd  in  the  language  x)f  its  moft  eloquent  hiftorian,  who  has  con- 
cifely  expreffed  the  palhonate,  and  perhaps  exaggerated,  declamations- 
of  contemporary  writers '^*.  "  The  irruption  of  thefe  nations  was 
*'  followed  by  the  moft  dreadful  calamities :  as  the  Barbarians  exer- 
*'  cifed  their  indifcriminate  cruelty  on  the  fortunes  of  the  Romans 
"  and  the  Spaniards ;  and  i-avaged  with  equal  fury  the  cities  and 
*'  the  open  country.  The  progrefs  of  famine  reduced  the  miferable 
*'  inhabitants  to  feed  on  the  fieHi  of  their  fellow-creatures  j  and  even. 
*'  the  wild  beafts,  M'ho  multiplied,  without  controul,  in  the  defert, 
*'  were  exafperated,  by  the  tafte  of  blood,  and  the  impatience  of 
"  hunger,  boldly  to  attack  and  devour  their  human  prey.  Peftilence 
*'  foon  appeared,  the  infeparable  companion  of  famine ;  a  large: 
*'  proportion  of  the  people  v/as  fwept  away  ;  and  the  groans  of  the 
*'  dying  excited  only  the  envy  of  their  furviving  friends.  At> 
"  length  the  Barbarians,  fatiated  with  carnage  and  rapine,  and  af- 
"  flidted  by  the  contagious  evils  which  they  themfelves  had  intro- 
"  duced,  fixed  their  permanent  feats  m  the  depopulated  country, 
"  The  ancient  Gallicia,  whofe  limits  included  the  kingdom  of  Old 
"  Caftille,  was  divided  between  the  Suevi  and  the  Vandals;  the 
"  Alani  were  fcattered  over  the  provinces  of  Carthagena  and  Lufi- 
'*  tania,  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  and  the 
"  fruitful  territory  of  Bcetica  was  allotted  to  the  Silingi,  another 
"  branch  of  the  Vandalic  nation.  After  regulating  this  partition,. 
"  the  conquerors  contraded  with  their  new  fubjedls  fome  reciprocal 
"  engagements  of  protedion  and  obedience :  the  lands  were  again 
"  cultivated ;  and  the  towns  and  villages  were  again  occupied  by  a 
"  captive  people.     The  greateft  part  of  the  Spaniards  was  even  dif- 

"5^  Idarius  wifhes  to  apply  the  Prophecies     cumftances  of  the  event  to  the  terms  of  the 
©f  Daniel   to  thefe  national  calamities  ;  and     prediftion, 
is  therefore  obliged  to  accommodate  the  cir- 

3  "  pofed 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  267 


/ 


C  H  A  !• 
XXXI. 


*■  pofed  to  prefer  this  new  condition  of  poverty  .and  barbarifm,  to 
"  the  feverc  oppreflions  of  the  Roman  government :  yet  there  were 
"  many  who  ftill  afferted  their  native  freedom;  and  who  refilled, 
"  more  efpecially  in  the  mountains  of  GalUcia,  to  fubmit  to  the  Bar- 
"  barian  yoke  '"." 

The  important  prefent  of  the  heads  of  Jovinus  and  Sebaftian,  had   Adolphus, 
approved  the  friendfhip  of  Adolphus,  and  reftored  Gaul  to  the  obe-   Godis, 
dience  of  his  brother  Honorius.     Peace  was  incompatible  with  the  int'oSp"in. 
fituation  and  temper  of  the  king  of  the  Goths.     He  readily  accepted   ^'  ^'  '^^'^' 
the  propofal  of  turning  his  vidtorious  arms  againft  the  Barbarians  of 
Spain  :   the  troops  of  Conftantius  intercepted  his  communication  with 
the  fea-ports  of  Gaul,  and  gently  prefTed  his  march  towards  the  Py- 
renees'^':   he  palled  the  mountains,  and  furprifed,  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  the  city  of  Barcelona.     The  fondnefs  of  Adolphus  for 
his  Roman  bride,  was  not  abated  by  time  or  pofleflion  ;  and  the  birtli 
of  a  ion,  furnamed,  from  his  illuftrious  grandfire,  Theodofius,  ap- 
peared to  fix  him  for  ever  in  the  interell  of  the  republic.     The  lois 
of  that  infant,  whole  remains  were  depofited  in  a  filver  coffin  in  one 
of  the  churches  near  Barcelona,  afflided  his  parents ;  but  the  grief 
of  the  Gothic  king  Avas  fufpended  by  the  labours  of  the  field ;   and 
the  courfe  of  his  vi^Hrories  was  foon  interrupted  by  domeftic  treafon. 
He  had  imprudently  received  into  his  fervice  one  of  the  followers  of 
Sarus ;  a  Barbarian  of  a  daring  fpirit,  but  of  a  diminutive  ftature ; 
whofe  fecret  defire  of  revenging  the  death  of  his  beloved  patron,  was 
continually  irritated  by  the  farcafms  of  his  infolent  mafter.     Adolphus   His  dcatli, 
was  aflaffinated  in  the  palace  of  Barcelona  ;  the  laws  of  the  fucceffion  Auguftf  ^' 

"'  Mariana  de  Rebus  Hifpanicis,  I.  v.  pauperem  libertatem  quam  inter  Romanos 
c.  1.  torn.  i.  p.  148.  Hag.  Comit.  1733.  tributarinm  folicitudinem  fuftinere. 
He  had  read,  in  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  41.  p.  '^'  This  mixture  of  force  and  perfuadon 
579.),  that  the  Barbarians  had  turned  their  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  comparing  Oro- 
fwords  into  plough-fhares ;  and  that  many  fius  and  Jornandss,  the  Roman  and  the  Go- 
of th£  Provincials  preferred,  inter  Barbaros  thic  hiHorian. 

M  m  2  were 
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C  H  A  P.  were  violated  by  a  tumultuous  faflion  '";  and  a  ftranger  to  the  royal 
V.  -. — >  race,  Singeric,  the  brother  of  Saras  himfelf,  was  feated  on  the  Go- 
thic throne.  The  firft  n€t  of  his  reign  was  the  inhuman  murder  of 
the  fix  children  of  Adolphus,  the  ifTue  of  a  former  maiTiage,  whom 
he  tore,  without  pity,  from  the  fceljle  arms  of  a  venerable  bifhop  '". 
The  unfortunate  Placidia,  inftead  of  the  refpedful  compaflion,  which 
fhe  might  have  excited  in  the  mod  favage  breafts,  was  treated  with 
cruel  and  wanton  iniult.  The  daughter  of  the  emperor  Theodofius, 
confounded  among  a  croud  of  vulgar  captives,  was  compelled  to 
march'on  foot  above  twelve  miles,  before  the  horfe  of  a  Barbarian, 
the  aflaffin  of  an  hufband,  whom  Placidia  loved  and  lamented  '". 
The  Goths  But  Pkcidla  foon  obtained  the  pleafure  of  revenge  ;  and  the  view 

reftorTspTin,  of  her  ignominious  fufferings  might  roufe  an  indignant  people  againPc 
the  tyrant,  who  was  affaflinated  on  the  feventh  day  of  his  iifurpation. 
After  the  death  of  Singeric,  the  free  choice  of  the  nation  beftowed 
the  Gothic  fceptre  on  Wallia  ;  whofe  warlike  and  ambitious  temper 
appeared,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  extremely  hoftile  to  the 
republic.  Ke  marched,  in  arms,  from  Barcelona  to  the  fhores  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  the  ancients  revered  and  dreaded  as  the 
boundary  of  the  world.  But  when  he  reached  the  Southern  pro- 
montory of  Spain '",  and,  from  the  rock  now  covered  by  the 
fortrefs  of  Gibraltar,  contemplated  the  neighbouring  and  fertile  coaft 
of  Africa,  Wallia  refumed  the  defigns  of  conquefi:,  which  had  beea 

'-='  According  to  the   fyftem  of  Jornandes  gt    Conftantinople   with    illuminations    and 

(c.  33.  p.  65c).).  the  true  hereditary  right  to  Circenfian  games.    (See  Chron.  Alexandrin.) 

the  Gothic  fceptre  was  vefted  in  the  JvmJi ;  j^  ^^y  f^^^  doubtful,  whether  the  Greeks 

but  thofe  princes,  who  were  the  vaflals  of  ^.g^e  nftuated,  on  this  occafion,  by  their  ha- 

the    Hans,    commanded    the    tribes    of  the  (red,  of  the  Barbarians,  or  of  the  Latins. 

Oilrogoths  in  feme  difiant  parts  of  Germany  .„.  q^.  ^  rartejfiach  avus  hujus  Vallia  terri, 

or  Scythia.                                          ,         .    ,  Vandalicas  turmas,  et  junili  Martis  Alanos 

■'o  The  murder  is  related  by  Olympiodo-  stravit,  et  occiduam  texere  cadavera  Cahcn. 

rus ;  but  the  number  of  the  children  IS  taken  „.,         .      ,,•          •     „                a     , 

^                       .     rrr    nj      .1.    •.  bidon.  Apollinar.  in  Panegyr.  Anthem, 

from  an  epitaph  of  fufpefted  authority.  ,^                      ,.     %'. 

,.,   rr,>      ,      ,     r  ^  J   T   u  II.        J  303-  P-  300>  edit.  Sirmond. 

'"  The  death  of  Adolphus  was  celebrated  j  j    r    j 

8  _  interrupted 
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aXaI. 

difappcinted  the  enterprife  of  the  Goths ;  and  the  minds  of  a  fuper- 
IHtious  people  were  deeply  afFeded  by  the  repeated  difaftcrs  of  ftorms 
and  fhipwrecks.  In  this  difpofition,  the  fucceffor  of  Adolphus  no 
longer  refufed  to  llften  to  a  Roman  ambaflador,  whofe  propofals 
were  enforced  by  the  real,  or  fuppol'ed,  approach  of  a  numerous  army, 
under  the  conduct;  of  the  brave  Conftantius.  A  folemn  treaty  was 
ftipulated  and  obfen'^ed :  Placidia  was  honourably  reftored  to  her 
brother;  fix  hundred  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat  were  delivered  to 
the  hungry  Goths  '";  and  Wallia  engaged  to  draw  his  fword  in  the 
fervice  of  the  empire.  A  bloody  war  was  inftantly  excited  among 
the  Barbarians  of  Spain  ;  and  the  contending  princes  are  faid  to  have 
addrefled  their  letters,  their  ambafladors,  and  then-  hoftages,  to  the 
throne  of  the  Weftern  emperor,  exhorting  him  to  remain  a  tranquil 
fpedator  of  theri-  conteft ;  the  events  of  which  muft  be  favourable  to 
the  Romans,  by  the  mutual  flaughter  of  their  common  enemies  ""*. 
The  Spaniih  war  was  obftinately  fupported,  during  three  campaigns, 
with  defperate  valour,  and  various  fuccefs ;  and  the  martial  atchieve- 
ments  of  Wallia  diffufed  through  the  empire  the  fuperior  I'enown 
of  the  Gothic  hero.  He  exterminated  the  Sllingi,  who  had  irre- 
trievably ruined  the  elegant  plenty  of  the  province  of  Bcetica.  He 
flew,  in  battle,  the  king  of  the  Akni ;  and  the  remains  of  thofe 
Scythian  wanderers,  who  efcaped  from  the  field,  inftead  of  cliufing ' 
a  new  leader,  humbly  fought  a  refuge  under  the  ftandard  of  the 
Vandals,  with  whom  they  were  ever  afterwards  confounded.  The 
Vandals."  themfelves,    and  the  Suevi,  yielded  to   the  efforts  of   the 

"^  This  fuppi)'  was  very  acceptable  :   the  ed  letters.     Tu  cum  omnibus  pacem  habe,  • 

Goths  were  inluked  by  the  Vandals  of  Spain  omniumque  obfides  actipe  ;  nos  nobis  confli- 

with  the  epithet  oi  Truli,  becaufe,  in  their  gimus,    nobis  perimus,   tibi   vincimus  ;  im- 

extreme  diftrefs,  they  had  given  a  piece  of  mortalis  vero  quieftus   erat  Reipublica-  tua*, 

gold  for  a  trula,  or  about  half  a  pound  of  fi  utrique  pereamus.     The  idea  is  juil  ;  but 

flour.     Olympiod.  apud  Phot.  p.  189.  I  cannot  perfuade  myfeif  that   it  was  enter- 

'"♦  Oroiius  inferts  a  copy  of  thefe  pretend-  tained,  or  exprefl'cd,  by  the  Barbarians. 

invincible 
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Their  efla- 
iliihment  in 
jAquitain, 
A.  D.  419. 


Invincible  Goths.  The  promlfcuous  multitude  of  Barbarians,  whofc 
retreat  had  been  intercepted,  were  driven  into  the  mountains  of 
GalUcia ;  where  they  ftill  continued,  in  a  narrow  compafs,  and  on 
a  barren  foil,  to  exercife  their  domeftic  and  implacable  hoftilities. 
In  the  pride  of  vi(£\:ory,  Wallia  was  faithful  to  his  engagements :  he 
reflored  his  Spanifh  conquefts  to  the  obedience  of  Honorius;  and 
the  tyranny  of  the  Imperial  officers  foon  reduced  an  opprefled  people 
to  regret  the  time  of  their  Barbarian  fervitude.  While  the  event  of 
the  war  was  ftill  doubtful,  the  lirft  advantages  obtained  by  the  arms 
of  Wallia,  had  encouraged  the  court  of  Ravenna  to  decree  the  ho- 
nours of  a  triumph  to  their  feeble  fovereign.  He  entered  Rome  like 
the  ancient  conquerors  of  nations  ;  and  if  the  monuments  of  fervile 
corruption  had  not  long  fince  met  with  the  fate  which  they  deferv^ed, 
we  fhould  probably  find  that  a  croud  of  poets,  and  orators,  of  ma- 
giftrates,  and  bifhops,  applauded  the  fortune,  the  wifdom,  and  the 
invincible  courage,  of  the  emperor  Honorius  "^ 

Such  a  triumph  might  have  been  juftly  claimed  by  the  ally  of 
Rome,  if  Wallia,  before  he  repafled  the  Pyrenees,  had  extirpated 
the  feeds  of  the  Spanifli  war.  His  vidorlous  Goths,  forty-three 
years  after  they  had  paiTed  the  Danube,  were  eftablilhed,  according 
t-o  the  faith  of  treaties,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  fecond  Aquitain;  a 
maritime  province  between  the  Garonne  and  the  Loire,  under  the 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidlion  of  Bourdeaux.  That  metropolis, 
advantageoufly  fituated  for  the  trade  of  the  ocean,  was  built  in  a 
regular  and  elegant  form  ;  and  its  numerous  inhabitants  were  diftin- 
guifhed  among  the  Gauls  by  their  wealth,  their  learning,  and  the 
politenefs  of  their  manners.     The  adjacent  province,  which  has  been 


■"■'  Romam  triumph.^ns  ingreditur,  is  the  from    Olympiodorus    (apud   Phot.   p.  i38.), 

formal    expreffion    of  Profper's    Chronicle.  Orofius   (1.  vii.  c.  43.    p.  584— 587. )>    Jor- 

The  fa£ls  which  relate  to  the  death  of  Adol-  nandes   (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  31,  32.),  aad 

f  hus,  and  the  exploits  of  Wallia^  are  related  the  Chronicles  of  Idatius  and  Ifidore. 

fondly 
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fondly  compai-ed  to  the  garden  of  Eden,  is  blcllcd   with  a  fruitful    ^  ;^  ^  P- 

foil,  and  a  temperate  climate  ;    the  f;ce  of  the  country  dilplayed  ths    ' ^ ' 

arts  and  the  rewards  of  induftry ;.   and  the  Goths,  after  their  mar- 
tial toils,   luxuriouily  exhaufted  the  rich  vineyards  of  Aquitain  ""'.. 
The  Gothic   limits  were  enlarged,    by  the  additional   gift   of  fome 
neighbouring    diocefcs ;    and.  the    fuccellbrs   of  Alaric   fixed    their 
royal  refidence  at  Thouloufe^  which  included  five  populous  quar- 
ters, or  cities,  within  the  fpacious  circuit  of  its  walls.     About  the 
lame    time,    in    the    laft   years    of    the    reign    of   Honorius,    the 
GoTiis,   the  BuRGUNDiANs,   and  the  Franks,   obtained  a  per-  TheEurgun^ 
manent  feat  and  dominion  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul.      The  liberal       "^' 
grant  of  the   ufurper  J.ovinus  to  his  Burgundian  allies,    was  con- 
firmed by  the  lawful  emperor :    the  lands  of  the  Firft,   or  Upper, 
Germany,    were  ceded  to  thofe  formidable  Barbarians ;    and   they 
gradually  occupied,  either  by  conqueft  or  treaty,  the  two  provinces 
which  ftill.  retain,  v/ith  the  titles  of  Duchy  and  of  County^  the  na- 
tional appellation  of  Burgundy  "'.     The  Franks,   the  valiant  and 
faithful  allies  of  the  Roman  republic,  were  foon  tempted  to  imitate 
the  invaders,    whom    they    had   fo   bravely   refilled.       Treves,   the 
capital   of  Gaul,    was   piila^ged    by    their    lawlefs   bands;,    and   the 
humble    colony,    which   they    io    long    maintained    in    the   diftricl 
of  Toxandria,    in    Brabant,    infenfibly   multiplied    along   the  banks 
of  the  Meufe  and  Scheld,   till  their   independent  povi^er   filled  the 
whole   extent   of  the   Second,    or  Lower  Germany.      Thefe  fads- 
may  be  fufficiently  juftified  by  hlftorlc  evidence  :  but  the  foundation- 
of  the  French  monarchy  by  Pharamond,   the  conquefts,  the   laws, 

'"'^  Aufonius(de  Claris Urbibus,  p.  2.57—  Burgimdiaiis,   who   treated  their   fubjeds   of 

262.)  celebrates  Bourdeaux   with  the  partial  Gaul   as   their   Chriftian  brethren.     Mafcou 

afteftion   of  a  native.     See  in  Salvian    (de  has  illullrated  the  origin  of  their  kingdom  in 

Gubern.  Dei,  p.  228.  Paris,  160S.)  a  florid  the  four  firll  annotations  at  the  end  of  his 

defcription  of  the  provinces  of  Aquitain  and  laborious  Hiftory  of  the  Ancient  Germans, 

Novempopulania.  vol.  ii.  p.  555 — 572.  of  the  Englifh  tranfla- 

"'  Orofius  (1.  vii.   c.   32.   p.   5J0.)   com-  tion. 
mends  the  mildnefs   aiid  modeft/  of  thefe 

and- 
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C  HA  P,    j^,-jj  even  tlie  cxiftcnce,  of  that  hero,  liave  been  juflly  arraigned  by 
the  impartial  feverity  of  modern  criticifm     . 


State  of  the  The  ruin  of  the  opulent  provinces  of  Gaul  may  be  dated  from  the 
Gmi!"^"  '"  eftablifhment  of  thefe  Barbarians,  whofe  alliance  was  dangerous  and 
A.  D.  420,  opprefTive,  and  who  were  capricioufly  impelled,  by  intereft  or  paf- 
fion,  to  violate  the  public  peace.  A  heavy  and  partial  ranfom  was 
impofed  on  the  furviving  provincials,  who  had  efcaped  the  calamities 
of  war  ;  the  faireft  and  moft  fertile  lands  were  afligned  to  the  rapa- 
cious ftrangers,  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  their  flaves,  and  their 
cattle  ;  and  the  trembling  natives  relinquifhed  with  a  figh  the  inhe- 
ritance of  their  fathers.  Yet  thefe  domeftic  misfortunes,  which  are 
feldom  the  lot  of  a  vanquifhed  people,  had  been  felt  and  inflidled  by 
the  Romans  themfelvcs,  not  only  in  the  infolence  of  foreign  con- 
queft,  but  in  the  madnefs  of  civil  difcord.  The  Triumvirs  profcribed 
eighteen  of  the  moft  flourifhing  colonies  of  Italy  ;  and  diftributed 
their  lands  and  houfes  to  the  veterans  who  revenged  the  death  of 
Cxfar,  and  oppreffed  the  liberty  of  their  country.  Two  poets,  of 
unequal  fame,  have  deplored,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  the  lofs  of 
their  patrimony  :  but  the  legionaries  of  Auguflus  appear  to  have 
furpafled,  in  violence  and  injuftlee,  the  Barbarians,  who  invaded 
Gaul,  under  the  reign  of  Honorius.  It  was  not  without  the  utmoii 
difficulty  that  Virgil  efcaped  from  the  fword  of  the  Centurion,  who 
had  ufurped  his  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mantua "' ;  but  Pau- 

linus 

'*'  See  Mafcou,!.  viii.  c.  43,44,  45.  Ex-  '^'  O  Lycida,   vivi  pervenimus  :   advena 

cept  in  a   fhort  and    fufpicious    line  of  tlie  nollri 

Chronicle  of  Profper  (in  torn.  i.  p.  638.),  the  (Quod  nunquam  veiiti  fumus)   ut  pofleffor 

name  of  Pharamond  is  never  mentioned  be-  agelli 

fore  the  feventh  century.     The  author  of  the  Diceret  :   Haic  mea  funt  j  veteres  migrate 

GeAa  i''rancorum  (in  tom.  ii.   p.  543.)   fug-  coloni. 

gefts,  probably  enough,  that  the  choice  of  Nunc  vidti  triftes,  £:c. 

Pharamond,  or  at  leail  of  a  king,  was  re-  Seethe  whole  of  the  ninth  eclogue,  with  the 

commended  to  the  Franks  by  his  father  Mar-  ufeful     Commentary     of   Servius.      Fifteen 

comir,  who  was  an  exile  in  Tufcany.  miles  of  the  Mantuan  territory  were  affigned 

to 
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llnus  of  Bourdeaux  received  a  fum  of  money  from  his  Gothic  pur-    CHAP. 

chafer,  which  he  accepted  with  pleafure  and  furprife  ;  and,  though    >*. v—— ' 

it  was  much  inferior  to  the  real  value  of  his  eftate,  this  a(?c  of 
rapine  was  difguifed  by  fome  colours  of  moderation  and  equity  "". 
The  odious  name  of  conquerors,  was  foftened  into  the  mild  and  friend- 
ly appellation  of  the  guefts  of  the  Romans;  and  the  Barbarians  of 
Gaul,  more  efpecially  the  Goths,  repeatedly  declared,  that  they  were 
bound  to  the  people  by  the  ties  of  hofpitality,  and  to  the  emperor 
by  the  duty  of  allegiance  and  military  fervice.  The  title  of  Hono- 
rius  and  his  fucceflbrs,  their  laws,  and  their  civil  magiftrates,  were 
flill  refpeded  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul,  of  v/hich  they  had  refigned 
the  poflefhon  to  the  Barbarian  allies ;  and  the  kings,  who  exercifed 
a  fupreme  and  independent  authority  over  their  native  fubje6ts,  am- 
bitioufly  folicited  the  more  honourable  rank  of  mafter-generals  of 
the  Imperial  armies  '".  Such  was  the  involuntary  reverence  which 
the  Roman  name  flill  impreflcd  on  the  minds  of  thofe  warriors, 
who  had  borne  a^vay  in  triumph  the  fpoils  of  the  Capitol. 

Whilft  Italy  was  ravaged  by  the  Goths,  and  a  fucceffion  of  feeble   Revolt  of 
tyrants  opprefled  the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps,  the  Britiili  illand"  AmoricT ** 
feparated  itfelf  from  the  body  of  the  Roman  empire.     The  regular   ^'  ^'  ^°^' 
forces   which   guarded   that   remote  province,    had  been   gradually 
withdrawn  ;  and  Britain  was  abandoned,  without  defence,   to   the 
Saxon  pirates,  and  the  favages  of  Ireland  and  Caledonia.     The  Bri- 
tons, reduced  to  this  extremity,  no  longer  relied  on  the  tardy  and 

to  the  veterans,  with  a  refervation,  jn  favour    charifticon  of  Paulinus,  575.  apud  Marcoii, 

of  the  inhabitants,  of  three  miles  round  the     !•  viii.  c.  42. 

city.     Even  in  this  favour  they  were  cheated         '"  T^is  important  truth  is  eftablifccd  by 

,      .,r        -.7  c  1  J  the  accuracy  of  Tillemont  (Hill,  des  Emp. 

by  Alfenus  Varus,  a  famous  lawyer,  and  one  ;  ,  ,       ,     .  ^ 

-    ,  .„  ,  r      J     •   u  torn.  V.  p.  64.1.),  and  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 

cf  the  comtnimoners,  who  meaiured  eight  aiu-t.   i,      rxji\    i     i>t?    \  i-n-  j    i 

"  Abbe  Dubos  (Hilt,  de  rEtabliflcment  de  la 

hundred  paces  of  water  and  moraf;.  Monarchie  Fran9oife  dans  les  Gaules,  torn.  i. 

""  See  the  remarkable  paflage  of  tlve  Eu-     p.  259.). 

Vol.  III.  N  n  doubtful 
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doubtful  aid  of  a  declining  monarchy.  They  aflembled  in  arms, 
repelled  the  invaders,  and  rejoiced  in  the  important  dlfcovery  of  their 
own  ftrength  "\  Afilided  by  fimllar  calamities,  and  actuated  by 
the  fame  fpirit,  the  Armorican  provinces  (a  name  which  compre- 
hended the  maritime  countries  of  Gaul  between  the  Seine  and  the 
Loire '")  refolved  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  neighbouring  ifland. 
They  expelled  the  Roman  magiftrates,  who  a£led  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  ufurper  Conftantine ;  and  a  free  government  was  efta- 
blifhed  among  a  people  who  had  fo  long  beenfubjeft  to  the  arbitrary 
will  of  a  mafter.  The  independence  of  Britain  and  Armorica  was 
foon  confirmed  by  Honorius  himfelf,  the  lawful  emperor  of  the 
"Weft  ;  and  the  letters,  by  which  he  committed  to  the  new  ftates  the 
care  of  their  own  fafety,  might  be  interpreted  as  an  abfolute  and 
perpetual  abdication  of  the  exercife  and  rights  of  fovereignty.  This 
interpretation  was,  in  fome  meafure,  juftlfied  by  the  event.  After 
the  ufurpers  of  Gaul  had  fucceflively  fallen,  the  maritime  provinces 
were  reftored  to  the  empire.  Yet  their  obedience  was  imperfedi  and 
precarious  :  the  vain,  inconftant,  rebellious  difpofition  of  the  people, 
was  incompatible   either  with  freedom  or  fervitude  ''*  ;  and  Armo- 


"*  Zofimus  (1.  vi.  p.  376.  383.)  relates 
in  a  few  words  the  revolt  of  Britain  and  Ar- 
morica. Our  antiquarians,  even  the  great 
Cambden  himfelf,  have  been  betrayed  into 
many  grofs  errors,  by  their  imperfcft  know- 
ledge of  the  hiftory  of  the  continent. 

"^  The  limits  of  Armorica  are  defined  by 
two  national  geographers,  Meflieurs  deValois 
and  d'Anville,  in  their  Notitias  of  Ancient 
Gaul.  The  word  had  been  ufed  in  a  more 
extenfive,  and  was  afterwards  contradledtoa 
much  narrower,  fignification. 

"*  Gens  inter  geminos  notiilima  clauditur 
amnes, 

Armoricana  prius  veteri  cogtiomine  difta. 


Torva,  ferox,   ventofa,   procax,    incauta, 

rebellis  ; 
Inconftans,  difparque  fibi  novitatis  amore  ; 
Prodiga    verborum,    fed    non   et   prodiga 

faai. 

Erricus,  Monach.  in  Vit.  St.  Germani,  I.  v. 
apud  Valef.  Notit.  Galliarum,  p.  43.  Va- 
lefius  alJeges  feveral  teftimonies  to  confirm 
this  charadler;  to  which  I  fhall  add  the  evi- 
dence of  the  prefbyter  Conftantine  (A.  D. 
488.),  who,  in  the  life  of  St.  Germain,  calls 
the  Armorican  rebels,  mobilem  et  indifcipli- 
natum  populum.  See  the  Hiftorians  of 
France,  torn.  4.  p.  643. 

rka. 
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r'lca,  though  it  could  not  long  maintain  the  form  of  a  repubhc  '",    CHAP. 

J\  A  A.  i  ■ 

was  agitated  by  frequent  and  deftrudlive  revolts.     Britain  was  irre-    \— — r-- ' 

coverably  loft  "^^  But  as  the  emperors  wifely  acquiefced  in  the 
independence  of  a  remote  province,  the  feparation  was  not  em- 
bittered by  the  reproach  of  tyranny  or  rebellion ;  and  the  claims 
of  allegiance  and  prote£lion  were  fucceeded  by  the  mutual  and  vo- 
luntary offices  of  national  friendfhip'". 

This  revolution  diflblvcd  the  artificial  fabric  of  civil  and  military  State  of  Bri- 
government  ;  and  the  independent  country,  during  a  period  of  forty  A.  D.  409— 
years,  till  the  defcent  of  the  Saxons,  was  ruled  by  the  authority  of 
the  clergy,  the  nobles,  and  the  municipal  towns  "\  I.  Zofimus,  who 
alone  has  preferved  the  memory  of  this  fingular  tranfadion,  very 
accurately  obferves,  that  the  letters  of  Honorius  were  addreflcd  to 
the  cities  of  Britain "'.  Under  the  protedion  of  the  Romans, 
ninety-two  confiderable  towns  had  arifen  in  the  feveral  parts  of 
that  great  province  ;  and,  among  thefe,  thirty-three  cities  were  diftin- 
guiflied  above  the  reft  by  their  fuperior  privileges  and  importance  '°°. 

'''  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  enter  my  pro-  produced,  that  the  independent  Britons  raifed 

teft  againft  this  part  of  the  fyflem  of  the  Abbe  12,000  men   for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor 

Dubos,  which  Montefquieu  has  fo  vigoroufly  Anthemius,  in  Gaul. 

oppofed.     See   Efprit  des  Loix,    1.   xxx.  c.         ws  j   ^^g   jj  j^  myfelf,   and   to  hiftoric 

54.  truth,  to  declare,  that  fome  circumfiances  in 

''*  B;iTav»iaKf^E»  Toi  Pwaaioi  arao-wtrac-fl^i  yK£Ti  this   paragraph    are   founded    only  on  con- 

s>^c),  are  the  words  of  Procopius  (de  Bel!.  Van-  jedlure     and     analogy.      The    flubbornneis 

dal.  1.  i.  c.  z.    p.  181.  Louvre  edition)  in  a  of  our  language  has  fometimes  forced  me  to 

very  important  pafl'age,   which  has  been  too  deviate  from  the  conditional  into  the  indica- 

much  neglefted.     Even   Bede   (Hill.  Gent,  ti-ve  mood. 

Anglican.  1.  i.  c  12.  p.  50.  edit.  Smith)  ac-         '^^  Ueo?  Ta;  iv  B^sTama  ttoAei;.     Zofimus,  1. 

knowledges  that  the  Romans  finally  left  Bri-  vi.  p.  383. 

tain  in  the  reign  of  Honorius.     Yet  our  mo-         ""^  Two   cities  of  Britain  were  rnunicipia, 

dern  hiftorians  and  antiquaries   extend   the  nine  colonies,  ten   Latii  jure   donatre,  twelve 

term  of  their  dominion  ;  and  there  are  fome  Jiipendiaria  of  eminent  note.     This  detail  is 

who  allow  only  the  interval  of  a  few  months  taken  from  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  de  Situ 

between  their  departure  and  the  arrival  of  the  Britannir^,   p.   36.;  and  though  it  may  not 

Saxons.  feem  probable,  that  he  wrote  from  the  MSS. 

^Ti  Bede  has  not  forgot  the  occafional  aid  of  a   Roman   general,    he  fliews  a  genuine 

of  the  legions  againft  the  Scots  and  Pifts  ;  knowledge   of  antiquity,  vtry  extraordinar)' 

and  more  authentic  proof  will  hereafter  be  for  a  monk  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

N  n  2  Each 
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CHAP.    Each  of  thefe  cities,  as  in  all  the  other  provinces  of  the   empire. 
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formed  a  legal  corporation,  for  the  purpofe  of  regulating  their  do- 
meftic  policy  ;   and  the  powers  of  municipal  government  were  dlftri- 
buted  among  annual  magiftrates,  a  fele£t  fenate,  and  the  aflemhly 
of  the  people,  according  to  the  original  model  of  the  Roman  confti- 
tution  '".     The  management  of  a  common  revenue,  the  exercife  of 
civil  and  criminal  jurildidion,  and  the  habits  of  public  counfel  and 
command,  were  inherent  to  thefe  petty  republics  ;    and   when  they 
aflerted  their  independence,  the  youth  of  the  city,  and  of  the  ad- 
jacent diftridts,  would  naturally  range  themfelves  under  the  ftandard 
of  the  magiftrate.     But  the  defire  of  obtaining  the  advantages,  and 
of  efcaping  the  burthens,  of  political  fociety,  is  a  perpetual  and  in- 
exhauftible  fource  of  difcord  ;   nor  can  it  reafonably  be  prefumed, 
that  the  reftoration  of  Britifh  freedom  was  exempt  from  tumult  and 
faction.     The  pre-eminence    of  birth  and  fortune   muft  have  been 
frequently  violated  by  bold  and  popular  citizens ;  and  the  haughty 
nobles,  who  complained  that  they  were  become  the  fubjedts  of  their 
ovm  fervants  '",  would   fometimes  regret  the  reign  of  an  arbitrary 
monarch.     II.  The  jurifdidion  of  each  city  over  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, was   fupported  by  the  patrimonial   influence  of  the   principal 
fenators  ;  and  the  fmaller  towns,  the  villages,  and  the  proprietors 
of  land,  confulted  their  own  fafety  by  adhering  to  the  fhelter  of  thefe 
rifmg  republics.     The  fphere   of  their  attradtion  was  proportioned 
to  the  refpe£live  degrees  of  their  wealth  and  populoufnefs ;  but  the 
hereditary  lords  of  ample  poffeffions,  who   were   not   opprefl~ed  by 
the  neighbourhood  of  any  powerful  city,  afpired  to  the  rank  of  in- 
dependent princes,    and  boldly   exercifed   the  rights  of  peace  and 
war.     The  gardens  and  villas,  which  exhibited  fome  faint  imitation 

"'  See  MafFel  Verona  Illuftrata,    part  i.         "*  Leges  reftituit,  libertatemque  reducit, 
1.  V.  p.  83  —  106.  Et  fervos  famulis  non  finit  effe  fuis. 

Itinerar,  Rutil.  1.  i.  215. 

I  of 
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©f  Italian  elegance,  would  foon  be  converted  into  flronsr  caftles  C  H  A  i\ 
the  refuge,  in  time  of  danger,  of  the  adjacent  country"':  the  -ll^-lw» 
produce  of  the  land  was  applied  to  purchafe  arms  and  horfes  ;  to 
maintain  a  military  force  of  flaves,  of  peafants,  and  of  licentious 
followers ;  and  the  chieftain  might  affume,  within  his  own  domain, 
the  powers  of  a  civil  magiftrate.  Several  of  thefe  Britifh  chiefs 
might  be  the  genuine  pofterity  of  ancient  kings  ;  and  many  more 
vv^ould  be  tempted  to  adopt  this  honourable  genealogy,  and  to  vin- 
dicate their  hereditary  claims,  which  had  been  fufpended  by  the 
ufurpation  of  the  Casfars  "\  Their  fituation,  and  their  hopes,  would 
difpofe  them  to  affea:  the  drefs,  the  language,  and  the  cuftoms  of 
their  anceftors.  If  the  prmces  of  Britain  rclapfed  into  barbarifm, 
while  the  cities  ftudioufly  preferved  the  laws  and  manners  of  Rome, 
the  whole  ifland  mufl  have  been  gradually  divided  by  the  diftindion; 
of  two  national  parties  ;  again  broken  into  a  thoufand  fubdivihons 
of  war  and  fadion,  by  the  various  provocations  of  intereft  and  re- 
fentment.  The  public  ftrength,  inftead  of  being  united  againft  a: 
foreign  enemy,  was  confumed  in  obfcure  and  inteftine  quarrels ;  and 
the  perfonal  merit  which  had  placed  a  fuccefsful  leader  at  the  head  of 
his  equals,  might  enable  him  to  fubdue  the  freedom  of  fom.e  neio-h- 
bouring  cities  ;  and  to  claim  a  rank  among  the  tyrants  "',  who  infefted 
Britain  after  the  diflblution  of  the  Roman  government.     III.  The 

""  An  infcriptios  (apud  Sirmond,  Not.  ad  from  the  time  of  Claudius  to  that  of  Hono- 

Sidon.  Apollinar.  p.  59.)  defcribes  a  caftlc,  rius.     See  Whitaker's  Hiftory  of  Mancheller, 

cum  muris  et  portis,  tuition!  omnium,  eredled  vol.  i.  p.  247 — 257. 

by  Dardanus  on  hisown  eftate,  near  S;fleron,  '^s  AA^"  aja    vita   tu^a.vmi;    «.%    avrn  ii/,;ii. 

in  the  fecond  Narbonnefe,  and  named  byhim  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  2.  p^ 

Theopolis.  181.   Britannia  fertilis provincia  tyrannorum, 

"+  The  eftablifliment  of  their  power  would  was  the  expreflion  of  Jerom,  in  the  year  41c 

have  been  eafy  indeed,  if  we  could  adopt  the  (torn.  ii.   p.   255.   ad  Ctefiphont.).     By   the 

imprafticable  fcheme  of  a  lively  and  learned  pilgrims,  who  reforted  every  year  to  the  Holy 

antiquarian  ;  who  fuppofes,  that  the  Britifh  Land,  the    monk  of  Bethlem    received   the 

monarchs  of  the  feveral  tribes  continued  to  earliell  and  moft  accurate  intelligence. 
reign,  though  with  fubordinate  jurifdiflion, 

Britlfla, 
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IC  H  A  p.    Britlfh  cliurch  might  be  compofed  of  thirty  or  forty  bifhops  "°,  with 

A.  A  A.1 1 

\ ,~— J    an  adequate   proportion   of  the   inferior  clergy  ;    and  the  want   of 

riches  (for  they  feem  to  have  been  poor  "")  would  compel  them  to 
deferve  the  public  efteem,  by  a  decent  and  exemplary  behaviour. 
The  intereft,  as  well  as  the  temper  of  the  clergy,  was  favourable 
to  the  peace  and  union  of  their  diftraded  country:  thofe  falutary 
leflTons  might  be  frequently  inculcated  in  their  popular  difcourfes  ; 
and  the  epifcopal  fynods  were  the  only  councils  that  could  pretend  to 
the  weight  and  authority  of  a  national  affembly.  In  fuch  coun- 
cils, where  the  princes  and  magiftrates  fat  promifcuoufly  with  the 
bifhops,  the  important  affairs  of  the  ftate,  as  well  as  of  the  church, 
might  be  freely  debated ;  differences  reconciled,  alliances  formed, 
contributions  impofed,  wife  refolutions  often  concerted,  and  fome- 
times  executed ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  moments  of 
extreme  danger,  z.Pendragon^  or  Dictator,  was  ele£ted  by  the  general 
confent  of  the  Britons.  Thefe  pafloral  cares,  fo  worthy  of  the  epif- 
copal charader,  were  interrupted,  however,  by  zeal  and  fuperftition  ; 
and  the  Britifh  clergy  inceffantly  laboured  to  eradicate  the  Pelagian 
herefy,  which  they  abhorred,  as  the  peculiar  difgrace  of  their  native 
country  '". 

Aflembly  of         It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  or  rather  it  is  extremely  natural,  that 

tHc  icvcn 

provinces  of    the  revolt  of  Britain  and  Armorica  fhould  have  introduced  an  ap- 

A.^d'.  418.     pearance  of  liberty  into  the  obedient  provinces  of  Gaul.     In  a  fo- 

lemn   edict  '^',  filled  with  the  ftrongefl  aiiurances  of  that  paternal 


'^"^  See  Bingham's  Ecclef.  Antiquiries, 
V(iL  i.  1.  ix.  c.  6.  p.  394.. 

'^'  It  is  reported  of  three  Britifh  bifhops 
who  affifted  at  the  council  of  Rimini,  A.D. 
359.  tam  pauperes  fiiifle  ut  nihil  habercnt. 
Sulpicius  Severus,  Hilt.  Sacra,  I.  ii.  p.  420. 
Some  of  their  brethren,  however,  were  in 
hettcr  circumilances. 


"'  Confult  Ufher,  de  Antlq.  Ecclef.  Bri. 
tannicar.  c.  8—  12. 

'^'  See  the  corre<5l  text  of  this  ediiTi:,  as 
pablifhcd  by  Sirmond  (Not.  ad  Sidon.  Apol- 
lin.  p.  147.).  Hincmar,  of  Rheims,  who 
afligns  a  place  to  the  bijhops,  had  probably 
feen  (in  the  ninth  century)  a  more  perfect 
copy.  Dubos,  Hift.  Critique  de  la  Monar- 
chic Franjoifc,  torn.  i.  p.  24.1  —  255. 

affedion 
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afFedion  which  pnnccs  fo  often  exprefs,  and  fo  feldom  fee),  the  ^  ^  ^^- 
emperor  Honorius  promulgated  his  intention  of  convening  an  an- 
nual affembly  of  the  /even  provinces  :  a  name  peculiarly  appro- 
priated to  Aquitain,  and  the  ancient  Narbonnefe,  which  had  long 
fmce  exchanged  tlieir  Celtic  rudenefs  for  the  ufefid  and  elegant  arts 
of  Italy "'°.  Aries,  ,the  feat  of  government  and  commerce,  was 
appointed  for  the  place  of  the  affembly ;  which  regularly  continued 
twenty-eight  days,  from  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft  to  the  thirteenth  of 
September,  of  every  year.  It  confifted  of  the  Prretorian  pvxfeQ.  of 
the  Gauls ;  of  feven  provincial  governors,  one  confular  and  fix  pre- 
fidents  ;  of  the  magifl rates,  and  perhaps  the  bifhops,  of  about  fixty 
cities  ;  and  of  a  competent,  though  indefinite,  number  of  the  mofi 
honourable  and  opulent  poj/ej/ors  of  land,  who  might  juftly  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  reprefentatives  of  their  country.  They  w^ere  im- 
powered  to  interpret  and  communicate  the  laws  of  their  fovereign; 
to  expofe  the  grievances  and  wiflies  of  their  conftituents  ;  to  mode- 
rate the  exceffive  or  unequal  weight  of  taxes  j  and  to  deliberate  on 
every  fubjedl:  of  local  or  national  importance,  that  could  tend  to  the 
reftoration  of  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  feven  provinces.  If 
fuch  an  inftitution,  which  gave  the  people  an  intereft  in  their  own 
government,  had  been  univerfally  eftabliflied  by  Trajan  or  the  Anto- 
nines,  the  feeds  of  public  wifdom  and  virtue  might  have  been 
cherifhed  and  propagated  in  the  empire  of  Rome.  The  pri- 
vileges of  the  fubje£t  would  have  fecured  the  throne  of  the'  mo- 
narch ;  the  abufes  of  an  arbitrary  adminiftration  might  have  been 
prevented,  in  fome  degree,  or  correfted,  by  the  interpofition  of  thefe 
reprefentative  affemblies  ;  and  the  country  would  have  been  defended 
againft  a  foreign  enemy,  by  the  arms  of  natives  and  freemen.    Under 

''°  It  is  evident  from  the  Notitia,  that  the  cond    Aquitain.     In    the   room    of  the  firil 

feven    provinces    vyere    the    Vien^nenfis,   the  Aquitain,  the  Abbe  Dabos,  on  the  authority 

niar'tipie  Alps,  the  firft  and  fecond  Narbon-  of   Hincmar,    dellres  lo   introduce  the  firlt 

nefcj  Novempopulania,  and  the  firft  and  fe-  Lugdunenfis,  or  Lyonnefe, 

the 
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CHAP. 
XXXI. 


the  mild  and  generous  influence  of  liberty,  the  Roman  empire  might 
have  remained  invincible  and  immortal ;  or  if  its  cxcefTive  mag- 
nitude, and  the  inftability  of  human  affairs,  had  oppofed  fuch  per- 
petual continuance,  its  vital  and  conftituent  members  might  have 
feparately  preferved  their  vigour  and  independence.  But  in  the 
decline  of  the  empire,  when  every  principle  of  health  and  life 
had  been  exhaufted,  the  tardy  application  of  this  partial  remedy 
was  incapable  of  producing  any  important  or  falutaiy  effeds.  The 
emperor  Honorius  exprelfca  his  furprifc,  that  he  mull  compel  the 
reluctant  provinces  to  accept  a  privilege  which  they  fhould  ardently 
have  folicited.  A  fine  of  three,  or  even  five,  pounds  of  gold,  was 
impofed  on  the  abfent  reprefentatives ;  who  feem  to  have  declined 
this  imaginary  gift  of  a  free  conRitutlon,  as  the  laft  and  moil  cruel 
infult  of  their  oppreffors. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     XXXII. 

-^ 

Arcadius  Emperor  of  the  Eafi.  —  Admi?nJlratlon  and 
Dif grace  of  Eutropius. — Revoli  of  Gainas. — P  erf  ecu- 
tion  of  St.  John  Chryfoflom. — Theodofitis  II.  E7nperor 
of  the  Eaf,  —  His  Sifer  Pulcheria.  —  His  Wife 
Eudocia. — The  Perfan  War^  and  Divifon  of  Ar- 
inenia. 


'  H  E  divifion  of  the  Roman  world  between  the  fons  of  Then-    CHAP, 
dofius,  marks  the  final  eftabllfhment  of  the   empire  of  the    >  '^-,^-"lj 
Eaft,  which,  from  the  reign  of  Arcadius  to  the  taking  of  Conftan-  ^'Wg^E^aft* 
tinople  by  the  Turks,  fubfifled  one  thoufand  and  fifty-eight  years    ^-  ^-  395— 
in  a  flate  of  premature  and  perpetual  decay.     The  fovereign  of  that  Reign  of 
empire  afTumed,  and   obftinately  retained,  the  vain,  and  at  length  A.  D.  395— 
fi£titious,  title  of  Emperor  of  the  Romans;  and  the  hereditary  ap-  '^^  ' 
pellations  of  C^sar  and  Augustus  continued  to  declare,  that  he 
v»^as  the  legitimate  fuccefTor  of  the  firft  of  men,  who  had  reigned 
over  the  firfi:  of  nations.     The  palace  of  Conflantinople  rivalled,  and 
perhaps  excelled,  the  magnificence  of  Perfia  ;  and  the  eloquent  fer- 
mons  of  St.  Chryfoftom '  celebrate,  while  they  condemn,  the  pom- 
pous 

'  Father  Montfaucon,  who,  by  the  com-  execute  the  laborious  edition  of  St.  Chryfof- 

mand  of  his  Benediftinefuperiors,  was  com-  torn,    in  thirteen    volumes   in  folio   (Paris, 

pelled  (fee  Longueruana,  torn.  i.  p.  205.)  to  1738.),  amufed  himfelf  with  extracting  from 

Vol.  m.  O   o                                                   that 
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CHAP,    pous  luxury  of  the.  reign  of  Arcadius.     "  The  emperor,"  fays  he, 

A.A  All. 

*— — V '    *'  wears  on  his  head  either  a  diadem,  or  a  crown  of  gold,  decorated 

"  with  precious  ftones  of  ineflimable  value.  Thefe  ornaments,  and 
"  his  purple  garments,  are  referved  for  his  facred  perfon  alone  ; 
*'  and  his  robes  of  filk  are  embroidered  with  the  figures  of  golden 
"  dragons.  His  throne  is  of  mafly  gold.  Whenever  he  appears  in 
"  public,  he  is  furrounded  by  his  courtiers,  his  guards,  and  his 
"  attendants.  Their  fpears,  their  fhields,  their  cuirafles,  the  bridles 
*'  and  trappings  of  their  horfes,  have  either  the  fubftance,  or  the  ap- 
*'  pearance,  of  gold  ;  and  the  large  fplendid  bofs  in  the  midft  of 
"  their  fhield,  is  encircled  with  fmaller  boffes,  which  reprefent  the 
*'  fhape  of  the  human  eye.  The  two  mules  that  draw  the  chariot 
*'  of  the  monarch,  are  perfectly  white,  -and  fhining  all  over  with 
"  gold.  The  chariot  itfelf,  of  pure  and  folid  gold,  attradts  the  admira- 
•'  tion  of  the  fpedlators,  who  contemplate  the  purple  curtains,  the 
*'  fnowy  carpet,  the  fize  of  the  precious  ftones,  and  the  refplendent 
*'  plates  of  gold,  that  glitter  as  they  are  agitated  by  the  motion  of 
*'  the  carriage.  The  Imperial  pictures  are  white,  on  a  blue  ground  ; 
**  the  emperor  appears  feated  on  his  throne,  with  his  arms,  his 
"  horfes,  and  his  guards  befide  him  ;  and  his  vanquiflied  enemies 
"  in  chains  at  his  feet."  The  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine  eftablifhed 
their  perpetual  refidence  in  the  royal  city,  which  he  had  erected  on 
the  verge  of  Europe  and  Afia.  Inacceflible  to  the  menaces  of  their 
enemies,  and  perhaps  to  the  complaints  of  their  people,  they  received, 
with  each  wind,  the  tributaiy  produ£lions  of  every  climate  ;  while 
the  impregnable  ftrength  of  their  capital  continued  for  ages  to  defy 
the  hoftile  attempts  of  the  Barbarians.  Their  dominions  were 
bounded  by  the  Hadriatic  and  the  Tigris ;   and  the   whole  interval 

that  immenfe  colleftion  of  morals,    fome  cu-  French    Diflertation,    in    the    Memoires   de 

rious  antiquities,  which   illultrate    the    man-  I'Acad.  des  Infcriptions,   torn.  xiii.  p.  474— 

ners  of  the  Theodofian  age  (See  Chryfollom.  490. 
Opera,   torn.  xiii.  p.   192 — 196.),    and  his 

of 
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of  twenty-five  days  navigation,  v^^hich  feparated   the   extreme  cold    C  H  A  p. 

r-  T  "1  r*      7r»  XXXII. 

of  Scythia  from  the  torrid  zone  of  ^Ethiopia  ,  was  comprehended 
within  the  limits  of  the  empire  of  the  Eafl.  The  populous  countries 
of  that  empire  were  the  feat  of  art  and  learning,  of  luxury  and 
wealth  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  who  had  aiTumed  the  language  and 
manners  of  Greeks,  ftilcd  themfelves,  with  fomc  appearance  of 
truth,  the  moft  enlightened  and  civillfed  portion  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies.  The  form  of  government  was  a  pure  and  fimple  monarchy  ; 
the  name  of  the  Roman  republic,  which  fo  long  preferved  a 
faint  tradition  of  freedom,  was  confined  to  the  Latin  provinces ; 
and  the  princes  of  Conftantinople  meafured  their  greatnefs  by 
the  fervile  obedience  of  their  people.  They  were  ignorant  how 
much  this  paffive  difpofition  enervates  and  degrades  every  faculty 
of  the  mind.  The  fubje£ts,  who  had  refigned  their  will  to  the  ab- 
folute  commands  of  a  mafter,  were  equally  incapable  of  guarding 
their  lives  and  fortunes  againft  the  affaults  of  the  Barbarians,  or  of 
defending  their  reafon  from  the  terrors  of  fuperftitlon. 

The  firft  events  of  the  reign  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius   are   fo  AdmJnii^ra- 
intimately  connefted,  that  the  rebellion  of  the  Goths,  and  the  fall  Ser  of  Eu^ 
of  Rufinus,  have  already  claimed  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Weft,   a"  d"^'     — 
It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  Eutropius ',  one  of  the  principal  ^^^' 

*  According  to  the  loofe  reckoning,  that  fpeaks  of  the  Mceotis  in  the  47th  degree  of 

a.  fhip  could  fail,    with   a    fair  wind,    1000  northern  latitude,  as  if  it  Jay  within  the  po- 

ftadia,  or   125  miles,  in  the  revolution  of  a  lar  circle. 

day  and  night  ;  Diodorus  Siculus  computes  '  Barthius,    who   adored   his  author  with 

ten  days  from  the  Pal  us  Moeotis  to   Rhodes,  the  blind  fuperftition  of  a  commentator,  gives 

and  four  days  from  Rhodes   to  Alexandria,  the  preference  to  the  two  books  which  Clau- 

The  navigation  of  the  Nile,  from  Alexan-  dian  compofed  againft  Eutiopius,   above  all 

dria  to  Syene,  under  the   tropic  of  Cancer,  his  other  produdions  (Baillet,    Jugemens  des 

required,  as  it  was  againft  the   ftream,  ten  Savans,  torn.  iv.  p.  227.).     They  are  indeed 

days  more.     Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  i.  I.  iii.  p.  a  very  elegant  and  fpirited  fatirc  ;  and  would 

200.  edit.  Wefleling.     He    might,    without  be  more  valuable  in  an  hiftorical  light,  if  the 

much  impropriety,  meafure  the  extreme  heat  inveftive  were  lefs  vague,   and  more  tempe- 

frojn  the  verge  of  the  torrid  zone  ;  but  he  rate. 

O  o  2  eunuchs 
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CHAP,  eunuchs  of  the  palace  of  Conflantinople,  fuccceded  tlie  haughty 
minifter  whofe  ruin  he  had  accomplifhed,  and  whofe  vices  he  foon 
imitated.  Every  order  of  the  ftate  bowled  to  the  new  favourite ; 
and  their  tame'  and  obfequious  fubmiffion  encouraged  him  to  infult 
the  laws,  and,  what  is  ftili  more  difficult  and  dangerous,  the  man- 
ners of  his  country.  Under  the  weakeft  of  the  predeceffors  of 
Arcadius,  the  reign  of  the  eunuchs  had  been  fecret,  and  almoft  invi- 
fible.  They  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  confidence  of  the  prince ; 
but  their  oftenfible  fundtions  were  confined  to  the  menial  fervice  of 
the  wardrobe  and  Imperial  bed-chamber.  They  might  dired,  in  a 
whifper,  the  public  counfels,  and  blaft,  by  their  malicious  fuggeflions, 
the  fame  and  fortunes  of  the  moft  illuflrlous  citizens  ;  but  they 
never  prefumed  to  ftand  forward  in  the  front  of  empire  *,  or  to 
profane  the  public  honours  of  the  ftate.  Eutropius  was  the  firft 
of  his  artificial  fex,  who  dared  to  aflume  the  charadter  of  a  Ro- 
man magiftrate  and  general  \  Sometimes,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
blufhing  fenate,  he  afcended  the  tribunal,  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment, or  to  repeat  elaborate  harangues ;  and  fometimes  appeared 
on  horfeback,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  in  the  drefs  and  ar- 
mour of  a  hero.  The  difregard  of  cuftom  and  decency  always 
betrays  a  weak  and  ill-regulated  mind  ;  nor  does  Eutropius  feem  to 
have  compenfated  for  the  folly  of  the  defign,  by  any  fuperior  merit 

♦  After  lamenting  the  progrifs  of  the  eu-  '  Jamque  oblita   M,    nee   fobria  divitiis 

nuchs  in  the  Roman  palace,    and  defining  mens 

their  proper  funftions,  Claudian  adds,  I"     ff^'    leges    hominumque  negotia 

ludit  : 

—  A  fronte  recedant  Judicat  eunuchus 

Imperil.  Arma  etiam  violare  parat.  .  .  . 

In  Eutrop.  i.  422.  Claudian  (i.  229-270.),  with  that  mixture 

Yet  it  does  not  appear  that  the  eunuch  had  af-  of  indignation   and  humour,    which  always 

fumed  any  of  the  efficient  offices  of  the  em-     Pl"*""  '"  ^  ^^^^^"^  P°^^'  defcribes  the  info- 

j  V      •     AM  J       ID         /-.      r     •  lent  folly  of  the  eunuch,  the  difgrace  of  the 
pire ;  and  he   is   Ibled  only  rraepolitus  lacn  .  ,    ,     .        r   ■     ^    ■ 

,.      .    .      ,        ,.„       -   ,.      ,      .„  empire,  and  the  joy  of  the  Goths, 
cubiculi,  in  the  edift    of   his    banilnment,  r^^„j  .  -j    •.  u  n- 

'  Gaudet,  cum  vident  hoftis. 

See  Cod.  Theod.  1.  ix.  tit.  xl.  leg.  17.  gj  (^^^^^  j^^,  ^^^^^  ^,;ros. 

I  or 
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or  ability  la  the  execution.  His  former  habits  of  life  had  not  ialro-  ^,'l,;'^,  ^- 
duced  him  to  the  ftudy  of  the  laws,  or  the  exercifes  of  the  field  ; 
his  awkward  and  unfuccefsful  attempts  provoked  the  fecret  contempt 
of  the  fpedlators  ;  the  Goths  exprefled  their  wifh,  that  fach  a  ge- 
neral might  always  command  the  armies  of  Rome ;  and  the  name 
of  the  minifter  was  branded  with  ridicule,  more  pernicious  perhaps 
than  hatred,  to  a  public  charader.  The  fubjedis  of  Arcadius  were 
exafperated  by  the  recoUedtion,  that  this  deformed  and  decrepid 
eunuch  '^,  who  fo  perverfely  mimicked  the  a<Slions  of  a  man,  was 
born  in  the  moft  abjedl  condition  of  fervitude;  that,  before  he  en- 
tered the  Imperial  palace,  he  had  been  fucccflively  fold,  and  pur- 
chafed,  by  an  hundred  mafters,  who  had  cxhauftcd  his  youthful 
ftrength  in  every  mean  and  infamous  office,  and  at  length  difmiifed 
him,  in  his  old  age,  to  freedom  and  poverty '.  While  thefe  dif- 
graceful  ftories  were  circulated,  and  perhaps  exaggerated,  in  private 
converfations,  the  vanity  of  the  favourite  was  flattered  with  the  moft 
extraordinary  honours.  In  the  fenate,  in  the  capital,  in  the  pro- 
vinces, the  ftatues  of  Eutropius  were  erefted,  in  brafs  or  marble, 
decorated  with  the  fymbols  of  his  civil  dnd  military  virtues,  and 
infcribed  with  the  pompous  title  of  the  third  founder  of  Conftanti- 
nople.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  which  began  to 
fignify,  in  a  popular,  and  even  legal  acceptation,  the  father  of  the 

*  The  poet's  lively  defcription  of  his  de-  of  Armenia  or  Aflyria.  His  three  fervices, 
formity  (i.  no — 125.)  is  confirmed  by  the  which  Claudian  more  particularly  defcribefj 
authentic  tellimony  of  Chryfollom  (tom.  iii.  were  thefe:  i.  He  fpent  many  years  as  the 
p.  384.  edit.  Montfaucon)  ;  who  obferves,  catamite  of  Ptolemy,  a  groom  or  foldier  of 
that  when  the  paint  was  waflied  away,  the  the  Imperial  ftables.  2.  Ptolemy  gave  him  to 
face  of  Eutropius  appeared  more  ugly  and  the  old  general  Arintheus,  for  whom  he  very 
wrinkled  than  that  of  an  old  woman.  Clau-  Ikilfully  exercifed  the  profeffion  of  a  pimp, 
dian  remarks  (i.  469.),  and  the  remark  mull  3.  He  was  given,  on  her  marriage,  to  the 
have  been  founded  on  experience,  that  there  daughter  of  Arintheus  ;  and  the  future  con- 
was  fcarcely  any  interval  between  the  youth  ful  was  employed  to  comb  her  hair,  to  pre- 
and  the  decrepid  age  of  an  eunuch.  fent  the  filver  ewer,  to  waft,  and  to  fan  his 

'  Eutropius  appears  to  have  been  a  native  millrefs  in  hot  weather.     Sec  1.  i.  31  —  137. 

emperor ; 
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^xxxr^*  ^^T'^^'^^'y  ^'""i  the  laft  year  of  the  fourth  century  was  polluted  by 
\—  — .<■  ->  the  confulfiip  of  an  eunuch,  and  a  flavc.  This  ftrange  and  inexpi- 
able prodigy  *  awakened,  however,  the  prejudices  of  the  Romans. 
The  effeminate  conful  was  rejected  by  the  Weft,  as  an  indelible  ftain 
to  the  annals  of  the  republic  ;  and,  without  invoking  the  fhades  of 
Brutus  and  Camillus,  the  colleague  of  Eutropius,  a  learned  and  re- 
fpedtable  magiftrate',  fufficiently  reprefented  the  different  maxims  of 
the  two  adminiftrations. 
4a'd  rnjufticc.  ^^^^  \io\dL  and  vigorous  mind  of  Rufinus  feems  to  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  a  more  fanguinary  and  revengeful  fpirit  ;  but  the  avarice 
of  the  eunuch  was  not  lefs  infatiate  than  that  of  the  praefe£t'°. 
As  long  as  he  defpoiled  the  opprefTors,  who  had  enriched  themfelves 
with  the  plunder  of  the  people,  Eutropius  might  gratify  his  covetous 
difpofition  without  much  envy  or  injuftice :  but  the  progrefs  of  his 
rapine  foon  invaded  the  wealth  which  had  been  acquired  by 
lawful  inheritance,  or  laudable  induftiy.  The  ufual  methods  of 
.extortion  were  pradlifed  and  improved  ;  and  Claudian  has  fketch- 
jed  a  lively  and  original  pidure  of  the  public  audion  of  the 
ftate.  "  The  impotence  of  the  eunuch"  (fays  that  agreeable  fatirift) 
*'  has  ferved  only  to  ftimulate  his  avarice  ;  the  fame  hand  which,  in 
"  his  fervile  condition,  was  exercifed  in  petty  thefts,  to  unlock 
*'  the  coffers  of  his  mafter,  now  gralps   the  riches  of  the  world  j 

'  Claudian  (1.  i.  in  Eutrop.  i — 22.),  after  nours,  and  philofophical  works,  have  been 

enumerating  the   various  prodigies  of  mon-  celebrated  by  Claudian  in  a  very  elegant  pa- 

flrous  births,  fpeaking  animals,    Jhowers  of  negyric. 

blood  or  (tones,  double  funs,  &c,  adds,  with  '°  Mtfl-wi  h  i^r,  tu  ■n>>!-!^-,  drunk  with  riches, 

fome  exaggeration,  is   the  forcible  expreflion  of  Zofimus  (I.   v. 

r\      •        rr        .  \.  /•  I  n  P-    ^01.)  ;    and    the  avarice  of  Eutropius  is 

Omnia  ceflerunteunucho  confule  monflra.     ^    •>       ■' '  ,  .      ,     ,      .  c  c-  ■  i 

equally  execrated  in  the  Lexicon  of  Suidas, 

The  iirft  book  concludes  with  a  noble  fpeech  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus,     Chryfof- 

.of  the  goddefs  of  Rome  to  her  favourite  Ho-  torn  had  often   admonilhed  the  favourite,  of 

norius,    deprecating    the   m-iu   ignominy  to  the  vanity  and  danger  of  immoderate  wealth; 

ivhich   (he  was  expofed.  tor,T_  ;;;_  p.   ,8i. 

9  Fl.  Mallius  Theodorus,  whofe  civil  ho- 

2  *'  and 
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"  and  this  infamous  broker  of  the  empire   appreciates  and    divides    CHAP. 

xxxrr 
*'  the  Roman  provinces,  from  Mount  Hasmus  to  the  Tigris.     One 

"  man,  at  the  expence   of  liis  villa,  is  made  proconful  of  Afia;  a 
"  fecond  purchafes  Syria  Vv^ith  his  wife's  jewels  ;   and  a  third  la- 
"  ments,  that   he  has  exchanged  his  paternal  eftate  for  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  Bithynia.     In  the  antichamber  of  Eutropius,  a  large  tablet 
"  is  expoied  to  pul)lic  view,  which  marks  the  refpeftive  prices  of 
"  the  provinces.     The  different  value  of  Pontus,  of  Galatia,  of  Ly- 
"  dia,   is  accurately  diftinguifhed.     Lycia  may  be  obtained   for  fo 
"  many  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;   but  the  opulence  of  Phrygia  will 
"  require  a  more  confiderable  fum.    The  eunuch  wifhes  to  obliterate, 
"  by  the  general  difgrace,  his  perfonal  ignominy  ;  and  as  he   has 
"  been  fold  himfelf,  he  is  defirous  of  felling  the  reft  of  mankind. 
"  In  the  eager  contention,  the  balance,   which  contains  the  fate  and 
"  fortunes  of  the  province,  often  trembles   on   the  beam  ;  and  till 
"  one  of  the  fcales  is  inclined,  by  a  fuperior  weight,  the  mind  of 
"  the  impartial  judge  remains  in  anxious  fufpenfe".  Such"  (continues 
the  indignant  poet)  "  are  the  fruits  of  Roman  valour,  of  the  defeat  of 
"  Antiochus,  and  of  the  triumph  of  Pompey."  This  venal  proftitutlon 
of  public  honours  fecured  the  impunity  oi future  crimes;  but  the  riches, 
which  Eutropius  derived  from  confifcation,  were  already  ftained  with 
injuftice ;  fmce  it  was  decent  to  accufe,  and  to  condemn,  the  proprietors 
of  tlie  wealth  which  he  was  impatient  to  confifcate.    Some  noble  blood 
was  fhed  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  ;  and  the  moft  inhofpitable 
extremities  of  the   empire  were  filled  with  innocent  and  illuftrious 
exiles.     Among  the  generals  and  confuls  of  the  Eaft,  Abundantius  '" 
^  had 

"  -^— certantum  fiepe  duorum  guifhes  the  circumftances  of  the  fale,    that 

Diverfum   fufpendit  onus :    cum   pondere  they  all  feem  to  allude  to  particular  anec- 

Judex  dotes. 
Vergit,    et    in    geminas   nutat   provincia         "  Claudian  (i.  154-  170.)   mentions  the 

lances.  guilt  and  exile  of  Abundantius,  nor  could  he 

Claudian  (i.  192—209.)  fo  curioufly  dillin-  fail  to  quote  the  example  of  the  artift,  who 
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c  H  A  P.   iiad  reafon  to  dread  the  firfl  eflcdts  of  the  refentment  of  Eutroplus. 

yl __^    He  had  been  guilty  of  the  unpardonable  crime  of  introducing   that 

Abundan-       abjcdl  flave  to  the  palace  of  Conftantinople  :  and  fome  degree  of 
*"^'  praife  muft  be  allowed  to  a  powerful  and  ungrateful  favourite,  who 

was  fatisfied  with  the  difgrace  of  his  benefacTtor.  Abundantius  was 
ftripped  of  his  ample  fortunes  by  an  Imperial  refcript,  and  banillied 
to  Pityus,  on  the  Euxinc,  the  laft  frontier  of  the  Roman  world  ; 
where  he  fubfifted  by  the  precarious  mercy  of  the  Barbarians,  till  he 
could  obtain,  after  the  fall  of  Eutropius,  a  milder  exile  at  Sidon  in 
«if  Timafius.  Phoenicia.  The  deftrudlion  of  Timalius  "  required  a  more  ferious 
and  regular  mode  of  attack.  That  great  officer,  the  mafter-general 
of  the  armies  of  Theodofms,  had  fignalifed  his  valour  by  a  deci- 
Tive  vidtory,  which  he  obtained  over  the  Goths  of  Theffaly  ;  but  he 
was  too  prone,  after  the  example  of  his  fovereign,  to  enjoy  the 
luxury  of  peace,  and  to  abandon  his  confidence  to  wicked  and  de- 
figning  flatterers.  Timafius  had  defpifed  the  public  clamour,  by 
promoting  an  infamous  dependent  to  the  command  of  a  cohort ;  and 
he  deferved  to  feel  the  ingratitude  of  Bargus,  who  was  fecretly 
inftigated  by  the  favourite  to  accufe  his  patron  of  a  treafonable  con- 
fpiracy.  The  general  was  arraigned  before  the  tribunal  of  Arcadius 
himfelf ;  and  the  principal  eunuch  flood  by  the  fide  of  the  throne, 
to  fuggeft  the  queftions  and  anfwers  of  his  fovereign.  But  as  this 
form   of  trial  might   be  deemed   partial  and   arbitrary,  the  farther 

made  the  firft  trial  of  the  brazen  bull,  which  picture  of  Timafius.  The  account  of  his  ac- 
he prefented  to  Phalaris.  See  Zofimus,  1.  v.  cufer,  the  judges,  trial,  &c.  is  perfeftly 
p.  302.  Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  26.  The  differ-  agreeable  to  the  praftice  of  ancient  and  mo- 
cnce  of  place  is  eafily  reconciled;  but  the  dern  courts.  (See  Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  298, 
decifive  authority  of  Afterius  of  Amafia  299,  300.)  I  am  almoft  tempted  to  quote 
(Orat.  iv.  p.  76.  apud  Tillemont,  Hift.  des  the  romance  of  a  great  matter  (Fielding's 
Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  435-)  mull  turn  the  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  49,  &c.  8vo  edit.),  which 
fcak  in  favour  of  Pityus.  may  be  confidered  as  the  hiftory  of  human 

'^  Suidas  (moft  probably  from  the  hiftory  nature, 
of  Eunapius)  has  given  a  very  unfavourable 

enquiry 
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enquiry  into  the  crimes  of  Tlmafius  was  delegated  to  Saturnlnus  and 
Procopius  ;  the  former  of  confular  rank,  the  latter  ftill  refpefted  as 
the  fiither-in-law  of  the  emperor  Valens.  The  appearances  of  a  fair 
and  legal  proceeding  were  maintained  by  the  blunt  honefty  of  Pro- 
copius ;  and  he  yielded  with  reluilance  to  the  oblequious  dexterity 
of  his  colleague,  who  pronounced  a  fentence  of  condemnation  againft 
the  unfortunate  Timafius.  His  immenfe  riches  were  confifcated,  in 
the  name  of  the  emperor,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  favourite  ;  and 
he  was  doomed  to  perpetual  exile  at  Oafis,  a  folitary  fpot  in  the  midfl; 
of  the  fandy  delerts  of  Libya  '*.  Secluded  from  all  human  converfe, 
the  mailer-general  of  the  Roman  armies  was  loft  for  €ver  to  the 
world;  but  the  circumftances  of  his  fate  have  been  related  in  a 
various  and  contradictory  manner.  It  is  infmuated,  that  Eutro- 
pius  difpatched  a  private  order  for  his  fecret  execution  ".  It  was 
reported,  that,  in  attempting  to  efcape  from  Oafis,  he  perifhed  in 
the.defert,  of  thirft  and  hunger  ;  and  that  his  dead  body  was  found 
on  t'  e  fands  of  Libya'*.  It  has  been  aflerted,  with  more  confidence, 
that  his  fon  Syagrius,  after  fuccefsfully  eluding  the  purfuit  of  the 
agents  and  emiffiiries  of  the  court,  collected  a  band  of  African  robbers ; 
that  he  refcued  Timafius  from  the  place  of  his  exile  ;  and  that 
both  the  father  and  the  fon  difappeared  from  the  knowledge  of 
mankind '\     But  the  ungrateful  Bargus,  inftead  of  being  fufFered  to 

•'♦  The  great  Oafis  was  one  of  the  fpots  in         's  xhe  line  of  Claudian,  in  Eiitrop.  I.  i. 

the  fands  of  Libya,  watered    with  fprings,     i8o. 

and  capable   of   producing  wheat,    barley,  Marmarlcus  claris  violatur  c.-edibus  Ham- 

and  palm-trees.     It  was    about   three   days  ^^^ 

journey  from   north   to  fouth,  about  half  a  .,,,,',          ,           -     ,         ^  t     i      i 

day  in  breadth,  and  at  the  dillance  of  about  evidently  alludes  to  his  perfuafion  of  the  death 

five  days  march  to  the  weft  of  Abydus,  on  "^  Timafius. 

the   Nile.      See  d'Anville,   Defcription    de  "'  Sozomen,  1.  viii.  c.  7.     He  fpeaks  from 

I'Egypte,    p.  186,  1S7,    188.     The  barren  report,  w; -nvo?  E^rtV" 

defert  which    encompaffes   Oafis  (Zofimus,  ''  Zofimus,  I.  v.  p.  300.     Yet  he  feems 

1.  V.  p.  300.)  has  fuggefted  the  idea  of  com-  to  fufpeft  that  this  rumour  was  fpread  by 

parative  fertility,  and  even  the  epithet  of  the  the  friends  of  Eutropius. 

happy  //&?;«' (Herodot.  iii.  z-6.). 

Vol.  in.  P  p  polTefs 


CHAP, 

xxxu. 
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CHAP.    poHefs  the  reward  of  euilt,  was  foon  afterwards  circumvented  and 

xxxii.      ^  '  .  .  . 

^- — » '    deftroyed,  by   the   more  powerful  villany  of  the  minifter  himfclf  j. 

v^ho  retained  fenfe  and  fpirit  enough  to  abhor  the  iixftrument  of  his 
own  crimes. 
A  cruel  and         The   public  hatred,    and    the  defpair  of  Individuals,    continually 
treafon,  threatened,  or  feemed  to  threaten,  the  perfonal  fafety  of  Eutropius; 

SjeptemberA.  ^s  well  as  of  the  numerous  adherents,  who  were  attached  to  his  for- 
tune, and  had  been  promoted  by  his  venal  favour.  For  their  mu- 
tual defence,  he  contrived  the  fafeguard  of  a  law,  which  violated 
every  principle  of  humanity  and  juflice  '\  I.  It  is  enabled, 
in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  Arcadius,  that  all  thofe  who 
fliall  confpire,  either  with  fubje£ts,  or  with  ftrangers,  againft  the 
lives  of  any  of  the  perfons  whom  the  emperor  confiders  as  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  body,  fhall  be  punifhed  with  death  and  confifcation. 
This  fpecies  of  fiditious  and  metaphorical  treafon  is  extended  to 
protect,  not  only  the  illujirioiis  officers  of  the  ftate  and  army,  who 
are  admitted  into  the  facred  confiftory,  but  likewife  the  principal 
domeilics  of  the  palace,  the  fenators  of  Conftantinople,  the  military 
commanders,  and  the  civil  magiftrates  of  the  provinces:  a  vague  and 
Indefinite  lift,  which,  under  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine,  included 
an  obfcure  and  numerous  train  of  fubordinate  minillers.  11.  This 
extreme  feverity  might  perhaps  be  juftified,  had  it  been  only 
directed  to  fecure  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fovereign  from  any 
actual  violence  in  the  execution  of  their  office.  But  the  whole  body 
of  Imperial  dependents  claimed  a  privilege,  or  rather  impunity, 
which  fcreened  them,  in  the  loofeft  moments  of  their  lives,  from  the 

'"  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  ix.  tie.  14.  defroy.  In  a  formal  diflertation,  which  he  has 

ad  leo^em  Corneliam  de  Sicariis,  leg.  3.  and  inferted  in  his  Commentary,  illuflrates  this 

the  Codeof  Juftinian,  1.  ix.  tit.  viii.  ad  legem  law  of  Arcadius,  and  explains  all  the  difficult 

Juliam  deMajeftate,  leg.  5.     The  alteration  paiTages  which  had  been  perverted  bythe  ju- 

of  the  title,  from  murder  to  treafon,.  was  an  rifconfults  of  the  darker  ages.     See  torn.  iii. 

improvement  of  the  fubtle  Tribonian.     Go-  p.  88 — 111. 

hafty^ 
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liafty,  perhaps  the  juftlfiable,  refentment  of  their  fellow-citizens  :  and,  ^  I!  A  l\ 
by  a  ftrange  perverfion  of  the  laws,  the  fame  degree  of  guilt  and 
punifhment  was  applied  to  a  private  quarrel,  and  to  a  deliberate 
GOnfpiracy  agaiuft  the  emperor  and  the  empire.  The  edidt  of  Arca- 
dius  moft  pofitively  and  moft  abfurdly  declares,  that  in  fuch  cafes  of 
treafon,  thoughts  and  aSllons  ought  to  be  punifhed  with  equal  feve- 
xity ;  that  the  knowledge  of  a  mifchievous  intention,  unlefs  it  be 
inftantly  revealed,  becomes  equally  criminal  with  the  intention  it- 
felf " ;  and  that  thofe  rafh  men,  who  fliall  prcfume  to  folicit  the 
pardon  of  traitors,  fhall  themfelves  be  branded  with  public  and  per- 
petual infamy.  III.  "  With  regard  to  the  fons  of  the  traitors," 
(continues  the  emperor)  "  although  they  ought  to  fhare  the  punifh- 
"  ment,  fmce  they  will  probably  imitate  the  guilt,  of  their  parents  ; 
''  yet,  by  the  fpecial  eftett  of  our  Imperial  lenity,  we  grant  them 
"  their  lives :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we  declare  them  incapable  of 
*'  inheriting,  either  on  the  father's  or  on  the  mother's  fide,  or  of 
*'  receiving  any  gift  or  legacy,  from  the  teftament  either  of  kinfmen 
"  or  of  flrangers.  Stigmatifed  with  hereditary  infiimy,  excluded 
*'  from  the  hopes  of  honours  or  fortune,  let  them  endure  the  pangs 
*'  of  poverty  and  contempt,  till  they  fhall  confider  life  as  a  calamity, 
*'  and  death  as  a  comfort  and  relief."  In  fuch  words,  fo  well  adapted 
to  infult  the  feelings  of  mankind,  did  the  emperor,  or  rather  his 
flivourite  eunuch,  applaud  the  moderation  of  a  law,  which  tranf- 
ferrcd  the  fame  unjuft  and  inhuman  penalties  to  the  children  of  all 
thofe  who  had  feconded,  or  who  had  not  difclofed,  thefe  fidlitious 
confpiracies.     Some  of  the  nobleft  regulations  of  Roman  jurifpru- 

'9  Baptolus  underftands  a  fimple  and  naked  approve  the  theory  of  Bartolus  ;  but  in  prac- 

confcioufnefs,   without  any  fign  of  approba-  tice    I    (hould  incline   to  the   fentiment    of 

tioa  or  concurrence.    For  this  opinion,  fays  Baldus.   Yet  Bartolus  was  gravely  ijuoted  by 

£aldus,  he  is  now  roafting  in  hell.     For  my  the  lawyers  of  Cardinal  Richelieu;  and  Eu- 

own  part,  continues  the  difcreet  Helneccius  tropius  was  indiret^ly  guilty  of  the  murder  of 

(Element.  Jur.  Civil.  1,  iv.  p.  4.11.),  Imuft  the  virtuous  de  Thou. 
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CHAP,     dence  have  been  fuffered  to  expire  :  but  this  edi<3:,  a  convenient  and 

xxxii.  .  .      ^  /•  11     •   r  ■    1  • 

t_— V— -»    forcible  engine  of  minifterial  tyranny,  was  carefully  inferted  in  the 

Codes  of  Theodofius  and  Juftinian  ;  and  the  fame  maxims  have  been 
revived  in  modern  ages,  to  prote<3:  the  eled:ors  of  Germany,  and 
the  cardinals  of  the  church  of  Rome  ". 
Rebellion  of  Yet  thefe  fanguinary  laws,  which  fpread  terror  among  a  dlfarmed 
a!i>.  ■i<)'<),  and  difpirited  people,  v/cre  of  too  weak  a  texture  to  reftrain  the. 
bold  enterprife  of  Tribigild  '"'  the  Oftrogoth.  The  colony  of  that 
warlike  nation,  which  had  been  planted  by  Theodofms  in  one  of 
tlte  moft  fertile  diftridts  of  Phiygia  ",  impatiently  compared  the- 
flow  returns  of  laborious  hufbandry,  with  the  fuccefsful  rapine  and 
liberal  rewards  of  Alaric  ;  and  their  leader  refented,  as  a  perfonal 
affront,  his  own  ungracious  reception  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople. 
A  foft  and  wealthy  province,  in  the  heart  of  the  empire,  was  aftoniflied 
by  the  found  of  war  ;  and  the  faithful  vaflal,  who  had  been  difre- 
garded  or  oppreffed,  was  again  refpeded,  as  foon  as  he  refumed  the 
hoftile  character  of  a  Barbarian.  The  vineyards  and  fruitful  fields,  be- 
tween the  rapid  Marfyas  and  the  winding  Mxander  *',  were  confumed 
with  fire ;  the  decayed  walls  of  the  cities  crumbled  into  duft,  at  the  firft 
(Iroke  of  an  enemy  ;  the  trembling  inhabitants  efcaped  from  a  bloody 

*°  Godefroy,  torn.  iii.  p.  89.     It  is,  how-  very  far  on  every  fide,   till   their  limits  were 

•ver,   fufpefted,  that  this  law,  fo  repugnant  contrafted  by  the  colonies  of  the  Bithynians 

to   the   maxims   of  Germanic   freedom,    has  of  Thrace,  of  the  Greeks,  and  at  laft  of  the 

been  furrcptitiouJly  added  to  the  golden  bull.  Gauls.     His  defcription   (ii.  257  —  273.)  of 

"  A  copious  and  circuraftantial  narrative  the  fertility  of  Phrygia,  and  of  the  four  ri- 

fwhich  he  might  have  referved  for  more  im-  vers  that  produce   gold,  is  juft   and   piclu- 

portant  events)  is  bellowed  by  Zofimus  (1.  v.  refque. 

p.  304 — 312.)  on  the  revolt  of  Tribigild  and  ^^  Xenophon.  Anabafis,    I.  i.  p.   11,    12. 

Gainas.     See  likcwife    Socrates,  1.  vi.  c.  6.  edit.  Hutchinfon.  Strabo,  1.  xii.  p.  865.  edit, 

and  Sozomen,    1.   viii.   c.   4.     The    fecond  Amftel.   Q^ Curt.  1.  iii.  c.  i.    Clauoian  com- 

book   of  Claudian   againft  Eutropius,    is   a  pares  the  junction  of  the  Marfyas  and  Mxan- 

fine,  though  imperfeft,  piece  of  hiiloi-y.  der  to  that  of  the   Saone  and  the  Rhone; 

^*  Claiidian  (in  Eutrop.  1.  ii.  237  —  250.)  with  this  difterence, however,  that  the  fmaller 

very    accurately   obferves,    that  the    ancient  of  the   Plirygian    rivers  is  not  accelerated, 

name  and  nation  of  the  Phrygians  extcnoed  bat  retarded,  by  the  larger. 
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inaflacre  to  the  fliores  of  the  Hellefpont ;    and  a  confiderable  part  of  ^  H  A  P. 

XXXil. 

Afia  Minor  was  defalated  by  the  rebelUon  of  Tribigild.  His  rapid 
progrefs  was  checked  by  the  refiilance  of  the  peafants  of  PamphyUa ; 
and  the  Oftrogoths,  attacked  in  a  narrow  pafs,  between  the  city  of 
Selg32  '*,  a  deep  morafs,  and  the  craggy  cllfts  of  Mount  Taurus, 
were  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  their  braveft  troops.  But  the  fpirit 
of  their  chief  was  not  daunted  by  misfortune  ;  and  his  army  was 
continually  recruited  by  fwarms  of  Barbarians  and  outlaws,  who 
were  defirous  of  exercifmg  the  profeffion  of  robbery,  under  the 
more  honourable  names  of  war  and  conqueft.  The  rumours  of  the 
fuccefs  of  Tribigild  might  for  fome  time  be  fupprefled  by  fear,  or 
difguifed  by  flattery;  yet  they  gradually  alarmed  both  the  court  and 
the  capital.  Every  misfortune  was  exaggerated  in  dark  and  doubtful 
hints  ;  and  the  future  defigns  of  the  rebels  became  the  fubje£t  of 
anxious  conjesflure.  Whenever  Tribigild  advanced  into  the  inland 
country,  the  Romans  were  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  he  meditated 
the  paiTage  of  Mount  Taurus,  and  the  invafion  of  Syria.  If  he  de- 
fcehded  towards  the  fea,  they  imputed,  and  perhaps  fuggefted,  to 
.  the  Gothic  chief,  the  more  dangerous  proje£l  of  arming  a  fleet  in 
the  harbours  of  Ionia,  and  of  extending  his  depredations  along  the 
maritime  coaft,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  to  the  port  of  Conftan- 
tinople.  The  approach  of  danger,  and  the  obftinacy  of  Tribigild, 
who  refufed  all  terms  of  accommodation,  compelled  Eutropius  to 
fummon  a  council  of  war"".  After  claiming  for  himfelf  the  privilege 
ef  a  veteran  foldier,  the  eunuch  entrufted  the  guard  of  Thrace  and 

**  ScIg^E,  a  colony  of  the  Lacedemonians,  members  of  the  former  were,  juvenes  protervi 

had  formerly  numbered  twenty  thoufand  ci-  lafcivique  fenes;    one  of   them  had  been  a 

tizens ;  but  in  the  age  of  Zoiimus  it  was  re-  cook,  a  fecond  a  woolcomber.    The  language 

duced  to  aCTc\i;^>-,or  fmall  town.    See  Cella-  of  their  original  profeffion  expofes  their  af- 

rius,  Geograph.  Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  117.  fumed  dignity;   and   their  trifling  converfa- 

^'  The  council  of  Eutropius,  in  Claudian,  tion  about   tragedies,  dancers,  &c.  is   made 

may  be  compared  to  that  of  Domitian  in  the  ftill   more   ridiculous   by  the  importance  of 

fourth    fiuirc    of  Juvenal.     The    principal  the  debate. 
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C  H  A  P.    the  Hcllefpont  to  Gainas  the  Goth;  and  the  command  of  the  Afiatic 

A  xt  All. 

-^rmy  to  his  favourite  Leo  ;  two  generals,  who  diiferently,  but  efiec- 
.  tually,  promoted  the  caufe  of  the  rebels.  Leo  ",  who,  from  the 
bulk  of  his  body,  and  the  dulnefs  of  his  mind,  was  furnamed  the 
Ajax  of  the  Eaft,  had  deferted  his  original  trade  of  a  woolcomber, 
to  exercife,  with  much  Icfs  fkill  and  fuccefs,  the  military  profefTion  : 
and  his  uncertain  operations  were  capricioufly  framed  and  executed, 
with  an  ignorance  of  real  difficulties,  and  a  timorous  negledl  of 
every  favourable  opportunity.  The  rafhnefs  of  the  Oftrogoths  had 
drawn  them  into  a  diiadvantageous  pofition  between  the  rivers 
Melas  and  Eurymedon,  where  they  were  almoft  befieged  by  the 
peafants  of  Pamphylia  ;  but  the  arrival  of  an  Imperial  army,  inftead 
of  completing  their  deftruftion,  afforded  the  means  of  fafety  and 
vidlory.  Tribigild  furprifed  the  unguarded  camp  of  the  Romans,  in 
the  darknefs  of  the  night  ;  feduced  the  faith  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  Barbarian  auxiliaries,  and  diffipated,  without  much  effort, 
the  troops,  which  had  been  corrupted  by  the  relaxation  of  difci- 
pline,  and  the  luxury  of  the  capital.  The  difcontent  of  Gainas* 
■  who  had  fo  boldly  contrived  and  executed  the  death  of  Rufinus,  was 
irritated  by  the  fortune  of  his  unworthy  fuccelTor;  he  accufed  his 
own  difhonourable  patience  under  the  fervlle  reign  of  an  eunuch  - 
and  the  ambitious  Goth  was  convidled,  at  leaft  in  the  public  opinion, 
of  fecretly  fomenting  the  revolt  of  Tribigild,  with  whom  he  was 
connected  by  a  domeftic,  as  well  as  by  a  national,  alliance  *'.  When 
Gainas  paffed  the  Hellefpont,  to  unite  under  his  ftandard  the  remains 
of  the  Afiatic  troops,  he  fkilfully  adapted  his  motions  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  Oftrogoths;  abandoning,   by  his  retreat,  the  country  which 

"  Claudian  (I,  ii.  376—461.)  has  branded  which  is  attefted  by  the  Greek  hiftorian,  had 

.him  with    infamy;  and    Zofimus,  in    more  not  reached  the  ears  of  Claudian,  who  attri- 

temperate  language,  confirms  his  reproaches,  butes  the  revolt  of  the  Oftrogoth  to  his  own 

L.  V.  p.  305.  marual  fpirit,  and  the  advice  of  his  wife. 

^'  The  coiifpiracy  of  Gainas  and  Tribigild, 

.6  they 
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tliey  defircd  to  invade  ;   or  facilitating,  by  his  approach,  the  defcrtlon    ^^IJ),^' 

of  the  Barbarian  auxiUarics.     To  the  Imperial  court  he  repeatedly    ^ ^— — ' 

magnified  the  valour,  the  genius,  the  inexhauftible  refources  of  Tri- 
bigild;  confeffed  his  own  inability  to  profecute  the  war  ;.  and  extorted- 
the  permiffion  of  negotiating  with  his  invincible  adverfary.  The 
conditions  of  peace  were  dl£tated  by  the  haughty  rebel ;  and  the 
peremptory  demand  of  the  head  of  Eutropius,  revealed  the  author  and 
the  defign  of  this  hoftile  confpiracy. 

The  bold  fatirift,  VN^ho  has  indulged  his  difcontent  by  the  particd  Fall  of  Ea- 
and  paffionate  cenfure  of  the  Chriftian  emperors,  violates  the  dignity,,  a/d. 'yr-j- 
rather  than  the  truth,  of  hiftory,  by  comparing  the  fon  of  Theo- 
dofius  to  one  of  thofe  harmlefs  and  fimple  animals,  who  fcarcely  feel 
that  they  are  the  property  of  their  lliepherd.  Two  paffions,  how- 
ever, fear  and  conjugal  affedion,  awakened  the  languid  foul  of  Ar- 
cadius  :  he  was  terrified  by  the  threats  of  a  vidorious  Barbarian  ;  . 
and  he  yielded  to  the  tender  eloquence  of  his  wife  Eudoxia,  who, 
with  a  flood  of  artificial  tears,  prefenting.her  infant  children  to  their 
father,  implored  his  juftice  for  fome  real  or  imaginary  infult,  which 
{he  imputed  to  the  audacious  eunuch  ".  The  emperor's  hand  was 
direded  to  fign  the  condemnation  of  Eutropius ;  the  magic  fpell, 
which  during  four  years  had  bound  the  prince  and  the  people,  was 
inftantly  diflblved  ;  and  the  acclamations,  that  fo  lately  hailed  the 
merit  and  fortune  of  the  favourite,  were  converted  into  the  clamours 
of  the  foldiers  and  people,  who  reproached  his  crimes,  and  prefl'ed 
his  immediate  execution.  In  this  hour  of  diftrefs  and  defpair,  his 
only  refuge  was  in  the  fanduaiy  of  the  church,  whofe  privileges  he 
had  wifely,  or  profanely,  attempted  to  circumfcribe ;  and  the  moft 
eloquent  of  the  faints,  John  Chryfoflom,  enjoyed  the  triumph  of 

*' This  anecdote,  which  Philoftorgius  alone  portant;  fince  it  conneifls  the  revolt  of  the 
has  preferved  (1.  xi.  c.  6.  and  Gothofred.  Goths  with  the  iecret  intrigues  of  the  pa- 
Diflertat.  p.  451—456.),  is  curious  and  im-     lace. 

proteding 
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CHAP,     proteding  a  proftrate  minifter,  wliofe  choice  had  raifed  him  to  the 

«— — V '    ecclefiaftical   throne  of  Conftantinople.     The  archblihop,  afcending 

the  pulpit  of  the  cathedral,  that  he  might  be  diftindlly  feen  and  heard 
by  an  innumerable  crowd  of  cither  fex  and  of  every  age,  pronounced 
a  feafonable  and  pathetic  difcourfe  on  the  forgivenefs  of  injurle?, 
and  the  inftability  of  human  greatnefs.  The  agonies  of  the  pale  and 
affrighted  wretch,  who  lay  groveling  under  the  table  of  the  altar, 
exhibited  a  folemn  and  inftrudtive  fpedacle;  and  the  orator,  who 
was  afterwards  accufed  of  infulting  the  misfortunes  of  Eutropius, 
laboured  to  excite  the  contempt,  that  he  might  affuage  the  furv, 
of  the  people  ^'.  The  powers  of  humanity,  of  fuperftition,  and  of 
eloquence  prevailed.  The  emprefs  Eudoxia  was  reftrained,  by  her 
own  prejudices,  or  by  thofe  of  her  fubjeds,  from  violating  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  the  church  ;  and  Eutropius  was  tempted  to  capitulate,  by 
the  milder  arts  of  perfuafion,  and  by  an  oath,  that  his  life  fhould  be 
fpared '".  Carelefs  of  the  dignity  of  their  fovereign,  the  new  mi- 
niflers  of  the  palace  immediately  publifhed  an  edidl,  to  declare,  that 
his  late  favourite  had  dlfgraced  the  names  of  conful  and  patrician, 
to  abolifli  his  ftatues,  to  confifcate  his  wealth,  and  to  inflid  a  per- 
petual exile  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  ".     A  defpicable  and  decrepid 

"^5  See  the  Homily  of  Chryfoftom,  torn.  iii.  pius  would  not  have  been  taken,  had  he  not 

p.  581 — 386.  of  which  the  exordium  is  par-  deferted  the  church.  Zofimus  (1.  v.  p.  313.), 

ticularly  beautiful.    Socrates,  1.  vi,  c.  5.   So-  on  the  contrary,   pretends,  that  liis  enemies 

zomen,  1.   viii.   c.   7.     Montfaucon   (in   his  forced  him  (lo^Triic-MTs^atTw)  from  the  fenc- 

Life  of  Chryfoftom,  torn.  xiii.  p.  13;.)  too  tuary.     Yet  the  promife   is   an   evidence  of 

haftily  fuppofes  that  Tribigild  was  a£litaUy  fome   treaty;    and    the    Ilrong   aiTurance   of 

in  Conftantinople;  and  that  he  commanded  Claudian   (Pra:fat.  ad  1.  ii.  46.', 

the  foldiers  who  were  ordered  to  feize  Eutro-  Sed  tamen  exemplo  non  feriere  tuo, 

pius.     Even  Claudian,  a  Pagan  poet  (Prxfat.  maybe  confidered  as  an  evidence  of  fome 

ad  I.  ii.   in  Eutrop.  27.),  has  mentioned  tiie  promife. 

flight  of  the  eunuch  to  the  fanftuary.  ''   Cod.  Theod.  1.  ix.  tit.  xl.  leg.  14.  The 

Suppliciterque  pias  humilis  proltratus  ad  date  of  that  law  (Jan.  J7,  A.  D.  399.)  is  er- 

aras  roneous  and  corrupt ;  fince   the  fall  of  Eu- 

Mitigat  iratas  voce  tremente  nurus.  tropius  coulJ  not  iiappen  till  the  autumn  of 

3'  Chryfoftom,  in  another  homily   (torn,  the   fame  year.     See  Tillemont,    Hill,    des 

iii.  p.  386.),  afFefts  to  declare,  that  Eutro-  Empcreurs,  torn.  v.  p.  780. 

5  eunuch 
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eunuch  could  no  longer  alarm  the  fears  of  his  enemies ;  nor  was  he    ^  Ji, '\  ''• 

X  X  X  ( I . 


capable  of  enjoying  what  yet  remained,  the  comforts  of  peace,  of  <- 
folitude,  and  of  a  happy  chmatc.  But  their  implacable  revenge  flill 
envied  him  the  laft  moments  of  a  miferable  life,  and  Eutropius  had 
no  fooner  touched  the  fhores  of  Cyprus,  than  he  was  haftily  recalled. 
The  vain  hope  of  eluding,  by  a  change  of  place,  the  obligation  of 
an  oath,  engaged  the  emprefs  to  transfer  the  fcene  of  his  trial  and 
execution,  from  Conftantinople  to  the  adjacent  fuburb  of  Chalcedon. 
The  conful  Aurelian  pronounced  the  fentence  ;  and  the  motives  of 
that  fentence  expofe  the  jurifprudence  of  a  defpotic  government. 
The  crimes  which  Eutropius  had  committed  againft  the  people, 
might  have  juftified  his  death;  but  he  was  found  guilty  of  harneffing 
to  his  chariot  the  facred  animals,  who,  from  their  breed,  or  colour, 
were  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  emperor  alone  ". 

While  this  domeftic   revolution   was  tranfadted,  Gainas "  openly   Confpiracy 
revolted  from  his  allegiance  ;  united  his  forces,  at  Thyatira  in  Lydia,  Gainas, 
with  thofe  of  Tribigild  ;  and  ftill  maintained  his  fuperior  afcendant      '    *  ''■°°* 
over  the  rebellious  leader  of  the  Oftrogoths.     The  confederate  armies 
advanced,  without  refiftance,  to  the  Streights  of  the  Hellefpont,  and 
the  Bofphorus  ;  and  Arcadius  was  inftru£led  to   prevent  the  lofs  of 
his  Afiatic  dominions,  by  refigning  his  authority  and  his  perfon  to 
the  faith  of  the  Barbarians.     The  church  of  the  holy  martyr  Euphe- 
mia,  fituate  on  a  lofty  eminence  near  Chalcedon  ^*,  was  chofen  for 
the  place  of  the  interview.     Gainas  bowed,  with  reverence,  at  the 
feet  of  the  emperor,  whilft  he  required  the  facrifice  of  Aurelian  and 

^*  Zofimus,  I.  V.  p.  313.     Philol!orgius,  of  Zofimus  himfelf  (1.  v  p,  314. )>  ^''ho  in- 

J.  xi.  c.  6.  advertently  ufes  the  fafhionable  language  of 

^'  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  313 — 323.),  Socrates  the  Chriftians.   Evagrius  defcrihes  (1.  ii.  c.  3.) 

(1.  vi.   c.  4.),  Sozomen   (1.  viii.   c.  4.),  and  the  fituation,  architefture,  relics-^  and  mira- 

Theodoret    (1.    v.    c.    32,    33.),    reprefent,  cies  of  'hat  celebrated  church,  in  which  the 

though  with  feme  various  circumftances,  the  general  council  of  Chalcedon  was  afterwardg 

confpiracy,  defeat,  and  death  of  Gainas.  held. 

^*  (Jjix5  Zua:ry.ia,iy.ari\iij.i>\,  is  the  expreffion 

Vdx«  IIL  Q^q  Saturninus^ 
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^xxxi/*    '^^^"'''^^""S,   two  minifters  of  confular  rank ;  and  their  naked  necks 

' k '    were  expofcd,  by  the  haughty  rebel,  to  the  edge  of  the  fword,  till  he 

condefcended  to  grant  them  a  precarious  and  difgraceful  refpite. 
The  Goths,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  were  imme- 
diately tranfported  from  Afia  into  Europe ;  and  their  victorious  chief, 
who  accepted  the  title  of  mafter-general  of  the  Roman  armies, 
foon  filled  Conftantinople  with  his  troops,  and  diftributed  among  his 
dependents,  the  honours  and  rewards  of  the  empire.  In  his  early 
youth,  Gainas  had  pafled  the  Danube  as  a  fuppliant,  and  a  fugi- 
tive :  his  elevation  had  been  the  work  of  valour  and  fortune  ;  and 
his  indifcreet,  or  perfidious  conduct,  was  the  caufe  of  his  rapid 
downfal.  Notwithftanding  the  vigorous  oppofition  of  the  arch- 
bifliop,  he  importunately  claimed,  for  his  Arian  fe(fl:aries,  the  pof- 
feflion  of  a  peculiar  church  ;  and  the  pride  of  the  catholics  was 
offended  by  the  public  toleration  of  herefy  ".  Every  quarter  of  Con- 
ftantinople was  filled  with  tumult  and  diforder  ;  and  the  Barbarians 
gazed  with  fuch  ardour  on  the  rich  fhops  of  the  jewellers,  and  the 
tables  of  the  bankers,  which  were  covered  with  gold  and  filver, 
that  it  was  judged  prudent  to  remove  thofe  dangerous  temptations 
from  their  fight.  They  refented  the  injurious  precaution  ;  and  fome 
alarming  attempts  were  made,  during  the  night,  to  attack  and  deftroy 
July  20,  with  fire  the  Imperial  palace  '\  In  this  ftate  of  mutual  and  fufpicious 
hoftility,  the  guards,  and  the  people  of  Conftantinople,  fhut  the 
gates,  and  rofe  in  arms  to  prevent,  or  to  punifli,  the  confpiracy  of 
the  Goths.  During  the  abfence  of  Gainas,  his  troops  were  furprifed 
and  oppreffed  ;  feven  thoufand   Barbarians  perifhed  in  this  bloody 

^'  The  pious  remonftrances  of  Chryfoflom,  Gainas,  was  obliged  to  melt  the  plate  of  the 

wliich  do  not  appear  in  his  own  writings,  are  church  of  the  Apoftles. 

llrongly  urged  by  Theodoret  ;  but  his  infinu-  ^*  The  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians,  who  fome- 

ation,  that  they  were  fuccefsful,  is  difproved  times  guide,  and  fometiraes  follow,  the  pub- 

by  faifls.     Tillemont  (Hill,   des  Empereurs,  lie  opinion,  moil  confidently  aflert,  that  the 

torn.  V.  3S3.)    has  difcovered,  that  the  em-  palace  of  Conftantinople  was  guarded  by  le- 

peror,  to  fatisfy  the  rapacious   demands  of  gions  of  angels. 

2  .  maffacre ; 
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^laflacre.     In  the  fury  of  the  purfuit,    the  catholics  uncovered  the    CHAP, 
roof,  and  continued  to  throw  down  flaming  logs  of  wood,  till  they    v.— ~v— — ' 
overwhelmed  their  adverfaries,  who  had  retreated  to  the  church  or 
■conventicle  of  the  Arians.      GainasM'^as  either  innocent  of  the  defign, 
or  too  confident  of  his  fuccefs :  he  was   aftoniihed  by  the   intelli- 
gence, that  the  flower  of  his  army  had  been  inglorioufly  defliroyed ; 
that  he  himfelf  was  declared  a  public  enemy ;  and  that  his  country- 
man, Fravitta,  a  brave  and  loyal  confederate,  had  afl'umed  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  war  by  fea  and  land.     The  enterprifes  of  the  rebel, 
againfl;  the  cities  of  Thrace,  were   encountered  by  a  firm  and  well- 
ordered  defence  ;  his  hungry  foldiers  were  foon  reduced  to  the  grafs 
that  grew  on  the  margin  of  the  fortifications ;  and  Gainas,  who  vainly 
regretted  the  wealth  and  luxury  of  Afia,  embraced  a  defperate  refo- 
■lution  of  forcing  the  paflage  of  the  Hellefpont.     He  was  deftitute 
of  vefl'els ;  but  the  woods  of  the  Cherfonefus  afforded  materials  for 
rafts,  and  his  intrepid  Barbarians  did  not  refufe  to  trufl:  themfelves  to 
the  waves.     But  Fravitta  attentively  watched  the  progrefs  of  their  December  23. 
undertaking.     As  foon  as  they  had  gained  the  middle  of  the  fl:ream, 
the  Roman  gallies  ",  impelled  by  the  full  force,  of  oars,  of  the  cur- 
rent, and  of  a  favourable  wind,  ruflied  forwards  in  compadl  order, 
and  with  irrefiftible  weight ;   and  the  Hellefpont  was  covered  with 
the  fragments  of  the  Gothic  fhipwreck.     After  the  deftrudlion  of  his 
hopes,  and  the  lofs  of  many  thoufands  of  his  braveft  foldiers,  Gainas, 
who  could  no  longer  afplre  to   govern,  or  to  fubdue,  the  Romans, 
determined  to  refume  the  independence  of  a  favage  life.     A  light 
and  adtive  body  of  Barbarian  horfe,  difengaged  from  their  infantry 

2'  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.   319.)  mentions  thefe  concludes,   from   the  teftimony  of  Polybius, 

gallies  by  the  name  of  Lihurnians,  and  ob-  that  gallies  of  a  ftill  larger  fize  had  been  con- 

ferves,  that  they  were  as   fwift  (without  ex-  ftrucfted  in  the   Punic  wars.     Since  the  efta- 

plaining  the  difference  between  them)  as  the  blilhment  of  the  Roman  empire  over  the  Me- 

velTels    with   fifty  oars  ;  but  that   they   were  diterranean,  the  ufelefs  art  of  building  large 

far  inferior  in   fpeed  to  the  triremes,  which  fhips  of  war  had  probably  been  neglefted,  and 

had  been  long  difufed.      Yet  he  reafonably  at  length  forgotten. 

Qjl  2  and 
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CHAP,  and  baggage,  might  perform,  in  eight  or  ten  days,  a  march  of 
«— V — '-'  three  hundred  miles  from  the  Hcllel'pont  to  the  Danube  ^',  the  gar- 
rifons  of  that  important  frontier  had  been  gradually  annihilated ;  the 
river,  in  the  month  of  December,  would  be  deeply  frozen  ;  and  the 
unbounded  profped  of  Scythia  was  open  to  the  ambition  of  Gainas. 
This  defign  was  fecretly  communicated  to  the  national  troops,  who 
devoted  themfelves  to  the  fortunes  of  their  leader ;  and  before  the 
fignal  of  departure  was  given,  a  great  number  of  provincial  auxili- 
aries, whom  he  fufpefted  of  an  attachment  to  their  native  country, 
were  perfidioufly  maffacred.  The  Goths  advanced,  by  rapid  marches, 
through  the  plains  of  Thrace  ;  and  they  v/ere  foon  delivered  from  the 
fear  of  a  purfuit,  by  the  vanity  of  Fravitta,  w^ho,  inftead  of  extin- 
guifliing  the  war,  haftened  to  enjoy  the  popular  applaufe,  and  to 
affume  the  peaceful  honours  of  the  confulfhip.  But  a  formidable 
ally  appeared  in  arms  to  vindicate  the  majefty  of  the  empire,  and 
to  guard  the  peace  and  liberty  of  Scythia  ^^.  The  fuperior  forces 
of  Uldin,  king  of  the  Huns,  oppofed  the  progrefs  of  Gainas; 
an  hoflile  and  ruined  country  prohibited  his  retreat ;  he  difdained  to 
capitulate ;  and  after  repeatedly  attempting  to  cut  his  way  through 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  he  was  flain,  with  his  defperate  followers,  in 
A.  D.  4C1,  the  field  of  battle.  Eleven  days  after  the  naval  vidtory  of  the  Hel- 
january  3.  igfpQj^j-^  ^j^g  j^gad  of  Gainas,  the  ineftimable  gift  of  the  conqueror, 
was  received  at  Conftantinople  with  the  mod  liberal  expreffions  of 
gratitude  ;  and  the  public  deliverance  was  celebrated  by  feftivals  and 

^*  Chifhull  (Travels,  p.  61  — 63.  72  — 76.)  Sozomen,  that  he  was  killed  in  77v-/zf£  ;  and 

proceeded   from  Gallipoli,  through  Hadria-  by  the   precife  and  authentic   dates  of  the 

nople,   to  the  Danube,  in  about  fifteen  days.  Alexandrian,  or  Fafchal,  Chronicle,  p.  307. 

He  was  in  the  train  of  an  Englilh  ambaiTador,  The  naval  viftory  of  the  Hellefpont  is  fixed 

whofe  baggage  confifted  of  feventy-one  wag-  to    the  month  Apella;us,  the    tenth  of  the 

gons.     That  learned  traveller  has  the  merit  calends  of  January  (December  23.) ;  the  head 

of  tracing  a  curious  and  unfrequented  route.  of  Gainas  was  brought  to  Conftantinople  the 

3'  The  narrative  of  Zofimus,  who  aftually  third  of  the  nones  of  January  (January  3.), 


leads  Gainas   beyond  the  Danube,  mull  be     in  the  month  Audynsus. 
correfted  by  the  teftimony  of  Socrates,  and 


illuminations. 
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illuminations.     The    triumphs  of  Arcadius  became   the   fubie£l;    of    ^  ^^  ^  ^' 

-■  XXXJl, 

epic  poems  *° ;  and  the  monarcli,  no  longer  opprefTed  by  any  hoftile  " — ->r-— ' 
terrors,  refigned  himfelf  to  the  mild  and  abfolute  dominion  of  his 
wife,  the  fair  and  artful  Eudoxia  ;  whx)  has  fullied  her  fame  by  the 
perfecution  of  St.  John  Chryfoftom. 

After  the  death  of  the  indolent  Nedlarius,  the  fucceflbr  of  Gregory  Eleaionand 

Nazianzen,  the  church  of  Conftantinople  was  diftradled  by  the  am-  chryfoftom, 

bition  of  rival  candidates,  who  were  not  afhamed  to  folicit,  with  eold  ^'J^'  ^^\ 

'  'to  rebruary  26.- 

or  flattery,  the  fufFrage  of  the  people,  or  of  the  favourite.  On  this 
occafion,  Eutropius  feems  to  have  deviated  from  his  ordinary  maxims ;. 
and  his  uncorrupted  judgment  was  determined  only  by  the  fuperior 
.merit  of  a  llranger.  In  a  late  journey  into  the  Eaft,  he  had  admired 
the  fermons  of  John,  a  native  and  prefoyter  of  Antioch,  v/hofe  name 
has  been  diftlnguilhed  by  the  epithet  of  Chryfoftom,  or  the  Golden 
Mouth  *'.  A  private  order  was  difpatched  to  the  governor  of  Syria ; 
and  as  the  people  might  be  unwilling  to  refign  their  favourite  preach- 
er, he  was  franfported,  with  fpeed  and  fecrecy,  in  a  poft-chariot, 
from  Antioch  to   Conftantinople.     The  unanimous  and  unfolicited 

*°  Eufebius  Scholafticus  acquired  much  xiii.  p.  1—90.  edit.  Montfaucon.  2,  The 
fame  by  his  poem  on  the  Gothic  war,  in  moderate  Erafmus  (torn.  iii.  epift.  mcl.  p. 
which  he  had  ferved.  Near  forty  years  after-  1331  — 1347-  edit.  Lugd.  Bat.).  His  viva- 
wards,  Ammonius  recited  another  poem  on  city  and  good  fenfe  were  his  own ;  his  errors, 
the  fame  fubjeft,  in  the  prefence  of  the  em-  in  the  uncultivated  ftate  of  ecclefiaftical  anti- 
peror  Theodofius.     See  Socrates,  1.  vi.  c.  6.  quity,    were    almoft    inevitable.      3.    The 

*'  The  fixth  book  of  Socrates,  the  eighth  learned  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclefiaftiques, 
ofSozomen,  and  ths  fifth  of  Theodoret,  af-  tom.  xi.  p.  1  —  405.  547—626,  &c.  &c.)  ; 
ford  curious  and  authentic  materials  for  the  who  compiles  the  lives  of  the  faints  with  in- 
life  of  John  Chryfoftom.  Befides  thofe  ge-  credible  patience,  and  religious  accuracy, 
neral  hiitorians,  I  have  taken  for  my  guides  He  has  minutely  fearched  the  voluminous 
the  four  principal  biographers  of  the  faint,  works  of  Chryfoftom  himfelf.  4.  Father 
I.  The  author  of  a  partial  and  paiTionateVin-  Montfaucon;  who  has  peiufcd  thofe  works 
dication  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Conftantinople,  with  the  curious  diligence  of  an  editor,  dif- 
compofed  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue,  and  under  covered  feveral  new  homilies,  and  again 
the  name  of  his  zealous  partizan,  Palladius,  reviewed  and  compofed  the  life  of  Chryfof- 
biftiop  of  Helenopolis  (Tillemont,  Mem.  tom  (Opera  Chryfoftom.  tom.  xiii.  p.  91  — 
Ecclef.  tom.  xi.  p.  500— 533.).  Itisinfert-  177O' 
ed  among  the  works  of  Chryfoftom,  tom. 

confent 
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CHAP,    confent  of  the  court,  the  clergy,  and  the  people,  ratified  the  choice 

«— -V '   of  the  minifter ;   and,  both  as  a   faint,  and  as   an   orator,  the  new 

archbifhop  furpaffed  the  fanguine  expedlations  of  the  public.     Born 
of  a  noble  and  opulent  family,  in  the  capital   of  Syria,  Chryfoftom 
had  been  educated,  by  the  care  of  a  tender  mother,  under  the  tuition 
of  the  moft  fkilful  mailers.     He  ftudied   the  art  of  rhetoric  in  the 
fchool  of  Libanius  ;  and  that  celebrated  fophift,  who  foon  difcovered 
the  talents  of  his  difciple,  ingenuoufly  confeffed,  that  John  would 
have  deferved  to   fucceed  him,  had  he  not  been  ftolen  away  by  the 
Chriftians.     His   piety  foon  difpofed  him  to  recei. c  the  facrament 
ofbaptifm;  to  renounce  the  lucrative  and  honourable  p»ofeflion  of 
the  law  ;  and  to  bury  himfelf  in  the  adjacent  defert,  where  he  fub- 
dued  the  lufb  of  the  flefh  by  an  auftere  pennance  of  fix  years.     His 
infirmities   compelled  him    to   return   to  the    fociety   of  mankind  ; 
and  the   authority  of  Meletius  devoted  his  talents  Jo  the  fervice  of 
the  church  :  but  in  the  midft  of  his  family,  and  after\vards  on  the 
archiepifcopal  throne,  Chiyfoftom  ftill  perfevered  in  the  practice  of 
the  monaftic  virtues.     The  ample  revenues,  which  his  predecefTors 
had  confumed  in  pomp  and  luxury,  he   diligently   applied  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  hofpitals ;  and  the  multitudes,  who  were  fupported  by 
his  charity,  preferred  the  eloquent  and  edifying  difcourfes  of  their 
archbifhop,  to   the   amufements  of  the  theatre,  or  the  circus.     The 
monuments   of  that   eloquence,    which  was  admired    near    twenty 
years  at  Antioch  and  Conftantinople,  have  been  carefully  preferved ; 
and  the  poffeflion   of  near  one  thoufand  fermons,  or  homilies,  has 
authorifed  the  critics  *"  of  fucceeding  times  to  appreciate  the  genuine 
merit  of  Chryfoftom.     They  unanimoufly  attribute  to  the  Chriftian 

*^  As  I  am  almofl  a  ftranger  to  the  volu-  Ecclefiaftique  (torn,  iii,  p.  38.)  :  yet  the  good 

minous  fermons  of  Chryfoftom,  I  have  given  tafte  of  the  former  is  fometimes  vitiated  by  an 

my  confidence  to  the  two  moft  judicious  and  exceffive  love  of  antiquity  ;  and  the  good  fenfe 

moderate  of  the  ecclefiaftical  critics,  Eralmus  of  the  latter  is  always  reftrained  by  prudential 

(torn.  iii.  p.  1344.),  and  Dupin  (Bibliotheque  confiderations. 

orator, 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  505 

orator,  the  free  command  of  an  elegant  and  copious  language  ;  the    CHAP, 
judgment   to   conceal   the    advantages  which   he   derived  from  the    v___,,_-_L» 
knowledge   of  rhetoric  and  phllofophy  ;    an   Inexhauftible  fund  of 
metaphors  and   fimilitudes,  of  ideas  and  images,  to  vary  and   illuf- 
trate  the  moft  fimiliar  topics  ;  the  happy  art  of  engaging  the  paflions 
in  the  fei-vice  of  virtue  ;  and  of  expofmg  the  folly,  as  well  as   the 
turpitude,  of  vice,  almofl  with  the  truth  and   fpirit  of  a  dramatic 
reprefentation. 

The  paftoral  labours  of  the  archblfliop  of  Conftantinople  provoked.  His  admlnl- 
and  gradually  united  againft  him,  two  forts  of  enemies  ;  the  afpiring  JefSs"  """^ 
clergy,  who  envied  his  fuccefs,  and  the  obftinate  fmners,  who  were  ^'J^'  ^^^~' 
offended  by  his  reproofs.     When  Chryfoflom  thundered,   from  the 
pulpit  of  St.  Sophia,  againft  the  degeneracy  of  the  Chriftians,  his 
fhafts   were   fpent  among  the  crowd,  without    wounding,  or  even 
marking,  the  charadter  of  any  individual.    When  he  declaimed  againft 
the  peculiar  vices  of  the  rich,  poverty  might  obtain  a  tranfient  confola- 
tion  from  his  invedives  :  but  the  guilty  were  ftill  flieltered  by  their 
numbers  ;  and  the  reproach  itfelf  was   dignified   by  fome   ideas  of 
fuperiority,  and   enjoyment.     But  as  the  pyramid  rofe  towards  the 
fummit,  it  infenfibly  diminlflied  to  a  point ;  and  the  magiftrates,  the 
minifters,  the  favourite  eunuchs,  the  ladies  of  the  court  *\  the  em- 
prefs  Eudoxia  herfelf,  had  a   much  larger  fliare   of  guilt,  to  divide 
among  a  fmaller  proportion  of  criminals.     The  perfonal  applications 
of  the  audience   were  anticipated,  or  confirmed,  by  the   teftiniony 
of  their  own  confcience ;  and  the  intrepid  preacher  affumed  the  dan- 
gerous right  of  expofmg  both  the  offence,  and  the  offender,   to  the 

*'  The  females  of  Conftantinople  diftin-  who  reproached  their  afFeftation  to  conceal, 

gnifhed    themfelves   by  their  enmity  or  their  by  the  ornaments  of  drefs,  their  age  and  ug- 

attachment  to  Chryfoflom.   Three  noble  and  linefs  (Pallad.  p.  27.).     Olympias,  by  equal 

opulent  widows,  Marfa,  Caftricia,  and   Eu-  zeal,  difplayed  in   a  more  pious  caufe,  has 

graphia,  were   the  leaders  of  the  perfecution  obtained  the  title  of  faint.       See  Tillemont, 

(Pallad.  Dialog,  tom.  xiii.  p.  i/f  ).      It  was  Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.xi.  416 — 440. 
impoffible  that  they  Ihould  forgive  a  preacher, 

public 
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^vv  ■^r^'  public  abhorrence.  The  fecret  refentment  of  the  court  encouraged 
the  difcontent  of  the  clergy  and  monks  of  Conftantinople,  who  were 
too  haftily  reformed  by  the  fervent  zeal  of  their  archbifhop.  He 
had  condemned,  from  the  pulpit,  the  domeftic  females  of  the  clergy 
of  Conftantinople,  who,  under  the  name  of  fervants,  or  fifters,  af- 
forded a  perpetual  occafion- either  of  fin,  or  of  fcandal.  The  filent 
and  folitary  afcetics,  who  had  fecluded  themfclves  from  the  world, 
were  intitled  to  the  warmeft  approbation  of  Chryfoftom ;  but  he 
tlefpifed  and  ftigmatifed,  as  the  difgrace  of  their  holy  profefTion,  the 
crowd  of  degenerate  monks,  who,  from  fomc  unworthy  motives  of 
pleafure  or  profit,  fo  frequently  infefted  the  ftreets  of  the  capital.  To 
the  voice  of  perfuafion,  the  archbifhop  was  obliged  to  add  the  terrors 
of  authority ;  and  his  ardour,  in  the  exerclfe  of  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 
di<ilion,  was  not  always  exempt  from  paffion ;  nor  was  it  always 
guided  by  prudence.  Chryfoftom  was  naturally  of  a  choleric  difpo- 
fition  **.  Although  he  ftruggled,  according  to  the  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  to  love  his  private  enemies,  he  indulged  himfelf  in  the  pri- 
vilege of  hating  the  enemies  of  God,  and  of  the  church  ;  and  his 
fentiments  were  fometimes  delivered  with  too  much  energy  of  coun- 
tenance and  expreftion.  He  ftill  maintained,  from  fome  confider- 
ations  of  health,  or  abftinence,  his  former  habits  of  taking  his  repafts 
iilone  ;  and  this  inhofpitable  cuftom  *\  which  his  enemies  imputed  to 
pride,  contributed,  at  leaft,  to  nourifh  the  infirmity  of  a  morofe  and 
unfocial  humour.     Separated  from  that  familiar  intercourfe,  which 

**  Sozomen,  and   more  efpecirilly    Socra-  ferioufly  defends  the  archbidiop.    i.  He  never 

tes,  have  defined  the  real  charafter  of  Chry-  tailed  wine.     2.  The  weaknefs  ofhisltomach 

ibilom  with  a  temperate  and   impartial  free-  required  a  peculiar  diet.     3.  Bufinefs,  or  ftu- 

dom,    very  ofFenfive  to  his  blind  admirers,  dy,  or  devotion,  often  kept  him  falling  till 

Thofe  hidorians  lived  in  the  next  generation,  fun-fet.     4.   He  detefted  the  noiie  and  levity 

.when   party  violence  was  abated,    and   had  of  great  dinners.     5.  He  faved  the  expence 

converfed  with  maay  perfons  intimately  ac-  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor.     6.  He  was  appre- 

quainted  with  the  virtues  and  imperfeftions  henfive,  in  a  capital  like  Conftantinople,  of 

,£>f  the  faint.  the   envy  and    reproach   of  partial   invita- 

""  Pall^dius  (toin.  xiii.  p.  40,  &c.)    very  tions. 

facilitates 
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facilitatcs  the  knowledge  and  the  dilpatch  of  bufmci's,  he  repoied  an  '^yvvn'' 
unlufpefting  confidence  in  his  deacon  Serapion  ;  and  feldom  appHed  >>-  ->~~^ 
his  fpeculative  knowledge  of  human  nature  to  the  particular  cha- 
ra(Sters,  either  of  his  dependents,  or  of  his  equals.  Confcious  of  the 
purity  of  his  intentions,  and  perhaps  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius^ 
the  archbilfiop  of  Conflantinople  extended  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
Imperial  city,  that  he  might  enlarge  the  fj)here  of  his  paftoral 
labours ;  and  the  condudl  which  the  profane  imputed  to  an  am- 
bitious motive,  appeared  to  Chryfoftom  himfelf  in  the  light  of  a 
facred  and  indifpenfable  duty.  In  his  vifitation  through  the  Afiatic 
provinces,  he  depofed  thirteen  bifhopg  of  Lydia  and  Phrygia  ;  and 
indifcreetly  declared,  that  a  deep  corruption  of  iimony  and  licen- 
tioufnefs  had  infedled  the  whole  epifcopal  order  *°.  If  thofe  bifhops 
were  innocent,  fuch  a  rafh  and  unjuft  condemnation  muft  excite  a 
well-grounded  difcontent.  If  they  were  guilty,  the  numerous  af- 
fociates  of  their  guilt  would  foon  difcovcr,  that  their  own  fafety 
depended  on  the  ruin  of  the  archbifhop  ;  whom  they  ftudied  to 
reprefent  as  the  tyrant  of  the  Eaftern  church. 

This  ecclefiaftical  confpiracy  was  managed  by  Theophilus  *',  arch-   Chryfoilom 
biftiop  of  Alexandria,  an  adive  and  ambitious  prelate,  who  difplayed   by  the  em- 
the  fruits  of  rapine  in  monuments  of  oftentation.     His  national  dif-  ^^JJ^ 
like  to  the  rifmg  greatnefs  of  a  city,  which  degraded  him  from  the  ^-  ^'  '^°^" 
fecond,  to  the  third,  rank,  in  the  Chriftian  world,  was   exafperated 
by  fome  perfonal  difputes  with  Chryfoftom  himfelf  *^     By  the  pri- 
vate invitation  of  the  emprefs,  Theophilus  landed  at  Conftantinople, 

*'  Chryfoftom   declares  his   free   opinion  which  arofe  among   the  monks   of  Egypt, 

(torn.  ix.   horn.  iii.  in  Aft.  Apoftol.  p.  29.),  concerning  Origenifm  and  Antropcmorphifm  ; 

that   the  number  of  bifliops,  who  might  be  the  diflimulation  an-I  violence  of  Th'-'^pl.ilus; 

laved,  bore  a  very  fmall   proportion  to  thofe  his   artful  management   of  the  finiplicity  of 

who  v\ould  be  damned.  Epiphanius  ;  the  pcrfecution    and   flight  of 

*'  See  Tillemont,   Mem.  Ecclef.    tom.  xi.  the  lon^,  or  tall,  brothers ;   th"  ambiguous 

p.  441  —  500.  fupport   which    they  received   at  Conttanti- 

*"  I  have  purpofely  omitted  the  controverfy  '  nople  from  Chryfoftom,  &c.  &c. 

Vol.  III.  R  r  with 
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CHAP,    ■vv^lth  a  flout  body  of  Egyptian  manners,  to  encounter  the  populace ; 

t ^ 1  and  a  train  of  dependent  bifliops,  to  lecure,  by  then-  voices,  the  ma- 
jority of  a  fynod.  The  fynod  *'  was  convened  in  the  fuburb  of 
Chalcedon,  furnamed  the  Oak^  where  Rufmus  had  ereded  a  ftately 
cliurch  and  monaftcry ;  and  their  proceedings  were  continued  during 
fourteen  days,  or  feffions.  A  biflaop  and  a  deacon  accufed  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Conflantinople  ;  but  the  frivolous  or  improbable  nature  of 
the  forty-feven  articles  w^hich  they  prefented  againft  him,  may 
juftly  be  confidered  as  a  fciir  and  unexceptionable  paneg}'ric.  Four 
fucceffive  fummons  were  lignified  to  Chryfoftom  ;  but  he  dill  re- 
fufed  to  truft  either  his  perfon,  or  his  reputation,  in  the  hands  of 
his  implacable  enemies,  who  prudently  declining  the  examination  of 
any  particular  charges,  condemned  his  contumacious  difobedience, 
and  haftily  pronounced  a  fentence  of  depofition.  The  fynod  of  the 
Oak  immediately  addrefled  the  emperor  to  ratify  and  execute  their 
judgment,  and  charitably  infmuated,  that  the  penalties  of  treafon 
might  be  infliilHrcd  on  the  audacious  preacher,  who  had  reviled,  under 
the  name  of  Jezabel,  the  emprefs  Eudoxia  herfelf.  The  archbifhop 
was  rudely  arrefted,  and  condudied  through  the  city,  by  one  of 
the  Imperial  meflengers,  who  landed  him,  after  a  fhort  navigation, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Euxinc  ;  from  whence,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  two  days,  he  was  glorioufly  recalled. 

Popular  tu-  The.  firft  aftonifliment  of  his  faithful  people  had  been  mute  and  paf- 

fr-ndnople."'  ^^^^ '  ^^^^7  fuddenly  rofe  with  unanimous  and  irrefiftible  fury.  Theo- 
philus  efcaped;  but  the  promifcuous  crowd  of  monks  and  Egyptian 
mariners  was  ilaughtered  without  pity  in  the  ftree:sof  Conftantinople'°. 

A  feafon- 

•'«  Photlus  (p.  53—60.)  has  preferved  the  tence.  Sec  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xi. 

original  afts  of  the  fynod  of  the  Oak  ;  which  p.  595. 

deflroy  the  falfe  ailertion,  that  Chryfoftom  ^o  Palladiiis   owns   (p.  30.),    that   if  the 

V.'as  condemned  by  no  more   than   thirty-fix  people  of  Conftantinople  had   found   Theo- 

bilhops,  of  whom   twenty-nine  were  Egyp-  philus,    they  would  certainly  have   thrown 

tians.     Forty-five  biiliops  (ubfcribed  his  fen-  hira  into  the  fe.i.     Socrates  mentions  (1.  vi. 

c.  17.) 
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A  feafonable  earthquake  juftilied  the  interpofition  of  heaven '.the  torrent     ^  ^^  ^  ^■ 

1    r  1  t  r  XXXII. 

of  fedition  rolled  forwards  to  the  gates  of  the  palace  ;  and  the  emprefs,    < . ' 

agitated  by  fear,  or  remorfe,  threw  herfelf  at  the  feet  of  Arcadius,  and 
confefled,  that  the  public  fafety  could  be  purchafed  only  by  the  reflora- 
tion  of  Chryfoftom.  The  Bofphorus  was  covered  with  innumerable 
veflcls ;  the  fhores  of  Europe  and  Afia  were  profufely  illuminated  ; 
and  the  acclamations  of  a  vidlorious  people  accompanied,  from  the 
port  to  the  cathedral,  the  triumph  of  the  archbifhop  ;  who,  too  eafilv, 
confented  to  refume  the  exercife  of  his  functions  before  his  fentence 
had  been  legally  reverfed  by  the  authority  of  an  ecclcfiaftical  fy- 
nod.  Ignorant,  or  carelefs,  of  the  impending  danger,  Chryfoflom 
indulged  his  zeal,  or  perhaps  his  refentment  ;  declaimed  with  pe- 
culiar afperity  againfl  fanak  vices ;  and  condemned  the  profane 
honours  which  v»'ere  addrefled,  almoft  in  the  precinfts  of  St.  Sophia, 
to  the  ftatue  of  the  emprefs.  His  imprudence  tempted  his  enemies 
to  inflame  the  haughty  fpirit  of  Eudoxia,  by  reporting,  or  perhaps 
-  inventing,  the  famous  exordium  of  a  fermon,  "  Herodias  is  again 
"  furious  ;  Herodias  again  dances  ;  flie  once  more  requires  the  head 
"  of  John:"  an  infolent  allufion,  which,  as  a  woman  and  a  fove- 
reign,  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  forgive  ''.  The  fhort  interval  of 
a  perfidious  truce  was  employed  to  concert  more  efFe<£lual  meafures 
for  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  archbifliop.  A  numerous  council 
of  the  Eaftern  prelates,  who  were  guided  from  a  dlftance  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Theophilus,  confirmed  the  validity,  without  examining  the 
juftice,    of  the   former  fentence  ;    and  a  detachment    of  Barbarian 

c.  17.)   a  battle  between  the  mob  and  the         si  Sce  Socrates,  I.  vi.  c.   18.     Sozomen, 

failcrs  of  Alexandria,  in  which  many  wounds     ].  yj;;.  <-.  ^^^     Zofimus  (I.  v.    p.  324.  327.) 

were  given,  and  feme  iives  were  loft.     The     „     ..•  ■  ,  ..     .        _. 

rr^        r    ,  ,      .       ,  ^        ,       ,     ,        mentions,  in    gener?.!   terms,    his  inveftives 

maiiacre  or  the  monks  is    obferved  only  by  .  . 

the  Pagan  Zofimus  (!.  v.  p.    324.),  who  ac-  ^-^'""^    ^"'^°^'^-      ^'^^  ^°"^''>''  "-'^''^  ^'■ 

knowledges  that  Chryfoftom  had  afingularta-  g'"=  ^'""^  ^^°^^  f=""°"5  ^^°'-'^s,  is  rejefted  as 

lent  to  lead  the  illiterate  multitude,  r,,  yaf  0  fpunous.     Montfaucon,    torn.  xlii.   p.   151. 

^illft/voi  a7,oyot  o^\it  nrixynyi^r^ct  hiio^.  Tillemont,   Mem.  Ecclcf,  tom.  xi.  p.  603. 

R  r  3  troops 
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CHAP. 

xxxir. 


troops  was  introduced  into  the  city,  to  fupprefs  the  emotions  of  the 
j)coplc.  Oa  the  vigil  of  Eafter,  the  folemn  adminiftration  of  bap- 
tifm  was  rudely  interrupted  by  the  foldiers,  who  alarmed  the  mo- 
defly  of  the  naked  catechumens,  and  violated,  by  their  prefence,  the 
awful  myftcries  of  the  Chriflian  worfliip.  Arfaciils  occupied  the 
church  of  St.  Sophia,  and  the  archiepifcopal  throne.  The  catholics 
retreated  to  the  baths  of  Conflantinc,  and  afterwards  to  the  fields  : 
where  they  were  ftill  purfucd  and  infulted  by  the  guards,  the  bifliops, 
and  the  magiftrates.  The  fatal  day  of  the  fecond  and  final  exile  of 
Chryfollom  was  marked  by  the  conflagration  of  the  cathedral,  of 
the  fenate-houfe,  and  of  the  adjacent  buildings  ;  and  this  calamity 
was  imputed,  without  proof,  but  not  without  probability,  to  the 
defpair  of  a  perlecuted  fadlion  '\ 
Ev'ile  of  Cicero  might  claim  fome  merit,  if  his  voluntary  banifhment  pre- 

a'd'^'^o'"'  ^^^"^'^^  ^^^  peace  of  the  republic  "  ;  but  the  fubmiflion  of  Chryfoftom 
June  20.  -vvas  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  a  Chriftian  and  a  fubjed:.  Inftead  of 
liilening  to  his  humble  prayer,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  refide 
at  Cyzicus,  or  Nicomedia,  the  inflexible  emprefs  affigned  for  his 
exile  the  remote  and  defolate  town  of  Cucufus,  among  the  ridges  of 
Mount  Taurus,  in  the  Lefl!er  Armenia.  A  fecret  hope  v/as  entertain- 
ed, that  the  archbifhop  might  perifh  in  a  difficult  and  dangerous 
march  of  feventy  days  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  through  the  provinces 
of  Afia  Minor,  where  he  was  continually  threatened  by  the  hofl:ile 
attacks  of  the  Ifaurians,  and  the  more  implacable  fury  of  the  monks. 
Yet  Chryfoftiom  arrived  in  fafety  at  the  place  of  his  confinement  ; 
and  the  three  years,  which  he  fpent  at  Cucufus,  and  the  neighbour- 
s' We  might  naturally  expeft  fuch  a  53  He  difplays  thofe  fpecious  motives  (Poft 
charge  from  Zofimus  (I.  v.  p.  ^27.)  ;  but   it     _    ,.  n  •       ,      , 

"      ,    ,,  u    .1,  .  •.  A,  '   ij  I.  Reditum,  c.  13,  14.)  m  the  lanpuageofan 

IS  remarkable  enough,  that  it  Ihould  be  con-  j      -r  '  {>     i 

firmed  by  Socrates,  I.  vi.  c.  18.  and  the  Paf-     orator  and  a  poluician. 
chal  Chronicle,  p.  307. 

ing 
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inp;  town  of  Arahiilus,  were  the  lafl  and  moft  r-lorious  of  his  hfe.  CHAP. 
His  chara(£ter  was  confecratetl  by  abfence  and  perlecution  ;  the  faults  v_ — .,—> 
of  his  adminiftration  were  no  longer  remembered;  but  every  tons;ue 
repeated  the  praifes  of  his  genius  and  virtue :  and  the  refpeilful  at- 
tention of  the  Chrillian  world  was  fixed  on  a  defert  fpot  among  the 
mountains  of  Taurus.  From  that  folitude,  the  archbifiiop,  whofe 
aftive  mind  vv^as  invigorated  by  misfortunes,  maintained  a  ftridl  and 
frequent  corrcfpondeace  '^  with  the  moft  diftant  provinces;  exhorted 
the  feparate  congregation  of  his  faithful  adherents  to  perfevere  In 
their  allegiance  ;  urged  the  deftrudlion  of  the  temples  of  Phoenicia, 
and  the  extirpation  of  herefy  in  the  ifle  of  Cyprus  ;  extended  his 
paftoral  care  to  the  miffions  of  Perfia  and  Scythia ;  negoclated,  by 
his  ambaffadors,  with  the  Roman  pontiff,  and  the  emperor  Flono- 
rius ;  and  boldly  appealed,  from  a  partial  fynod,  to  the  fupreme  tri- 
bunal of  a  free  and  general  council.  The  mind  of  the  illuftrious 
exile  was  ftill  independent ;  but  his  captive  body  was  expofed  to  the 
revenge  of  the  oppreffbrs,  who  continued  to  abufe  the  name  and 
authority  of  Arcadius  "'.  An  order  was  difpached  for  the  inftant  re- 
moval of  Chryfoftom  to  the  extreme  defert  of  Pityus  ;  and  his  guards 
fo  faithfully  obeyed  their  cruel  inftrudlions,  that,  before  he  reached 
the  fea-coaft  of  the  Euxine,  he  expired  at  Comana,  in  Pontus,  in  His  death, 
the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age.     The   fucceeding  generation  acknow-  September  i^, 

'*  Two  hundred  and  forty-two  of  the  epif-  nitatis,  facrilegorum  principem,  immundum 
ties  of  Chryfollom  are  ftill  extant  (Opem,  dxmonem  ;  he  affirms,  that  John  Chryfoftom 
torn.  iii.  p.  528  —  7ib.).  They  are  addrefled  had  delivered  his  foul  to  be  adulterated  by 
to  a  great  variety  of  perfons,  and  ftiew  a  the  devil  ;  and  willies  that  fome  farther  pii- 
firmnefs  of  mind,  much  fuperior  to  that  of  nifhment,  adequate  (if  poflible)  to  the  mag- 
Cicero  in  his  exile.  The  fourteenth  epiftie  nitude  of  his  crimes,  may  be  inflifledon  him. 
contains  a  curious  narrative  of  the  dangers  of  St.  Jerom,  at  the  requtft  ofhis  friend  Theo- 
his  journey.  philus,   tranflated  this  edifying  performance 

"  After  the  exile  of  Chryfoftom,  Theo-  from  Greek  into  Latin.     See  FacundusHer- 

philus  publiftied  an  enormous  and  horrible  vo-  mian.   Dcfenf.    pro  iii  Capital.   1.  vi.   c.    5. 

lume  againft  him,  in  which   he  perpetually  publifhed  by  Sirmond,     Opera,   torn.  ii.  p. 

repeat:  the  polite  expreflloiis  of  hoilemhuma-  595,  596,  597. 

ledged 


^TG  THE    DECLINE    AND    EALL 

^  J|,^„^*    ledged  his  innocence  and  merit.     The  archbijfhops  of  the  Eaft,  who 

« — -V— — /    might  blufh,  that  their  predecefibrs  had  been  the  enemies  of  Chryfof- 

tom,  were  gradually  difpofed,  by  the  firmnefs  of  the  Roman  pontiff, 

to  reftore   the  honours    of   that  venerable  name  *°.       At  the  pious 

folicitation  of  the   clergy  and   people  of  Conftantinople,  his  relics, 

thirty  years  after  his  death,   were  tranfported   from   their  obfcure 

His  relics        fcpulchrc  to  the  royal  city  ".     The  emperor  Theodofms  advanced  to 

tranfported      receive  them  as  far  as  Chalcedon  :  and,  falling  proftrate  on  the  coffin, 

to  Conltan-  '  '  o  1  » 

tinople,  implored,  in  the  name  of  his  guilty  parents,  Arcadius  and  Eudoxia, 

January  27'.     the  forgiveuefs  of  the  injured  faint '^ 

The  death  of        Yet  a  reafonable  doubt  may  be  entertained,  whether  any  ftain  of 

A.  D.  408,  hereditary  guilt  could  be  derived  from  Arcadius  to  his  fucceffor. 
"^  '*  Eudoxia   was  a  young  and   beautiful  woman,    who   indulged   her 

paffions,  and  defpifed  her  hufband :  Count  John  enjoyed,  at  leaft, 
the  familiar  conlidence  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  the  public  named  him 
as  the  real  father  of  Theodofius  the  younger  ".  The  birth  of  a  fon 
•was  accepted,  however,  by  the  pious  hufband,  as  an  event  the  moft 
fortunate  and  honourable  to  himfelf,  to  his  family,  and  to  the  eaftern 
world  :  and  the  royal  infant,  by  an  unprecedented  favour,  was  in- 
vefted  with  the  titles  of  Csefar  and  Auguftus.     In  lefs  than  four  years 

'*  His  nrime  was  inferted  by  his  fucceffor  ^'  According  to  feme  accounts  (Caronius, 

Atticus  in  tlie  Dyptic5  of  the  church  of  Con-  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  438.  N^  9,  10.),  the 

ftantinople,  A.  D.  418.      Ten  years  after-  emperor  was  forced  to  fend  a  letter  of  invita- 

wards  hewas  revered  as  a  faint.     Cyril,  who  tion  and  excufcs,  before  the  body  of  the  ce- 

inherited  the  place,  and  the   paffions,  of  his  remonious  faint  could   be   moved   from   Co- 

iincle  Theophilus,  yielded  with  much  reluc-  mana. 

tance.     See  Facund.    Hermian.   1.   iv.  c.    i.  ''  Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  315.     The  chaftity  of 

TilIemont,Mem.EccIef.tom.xiv.p.277 — 283.  an  emprefs  Ihould  not  be  impeached  without 

"  Socrates,  1.  vii.  c.  45.  Theodoret,  1.  v.  c.  producing   d  witnefs;    but  it  is  aftonifhing, 

36.   This  event  reconciled  the  Joannites,  who  that  the  witnefs  (hould  write  and  live  under  a 

had  hitherto  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  fuc-  prince,  whofe  legitimacy  he  dared  to  attack, 

ceffors.      During  his  lifetime,  the  Joannites  AVe  muft  fuppofe  that  his  hirtory  was  a  party 

were  refpedted  by  the  catholics,  as  the  true  libel,  privately  read  and  circulated   by  the 

■and  orthodox  communion  of  Conffantinople.  Pagans.     Tillemont    (Hift.  des  Empereurs, 

Their  obllinacy  gradually  drove  them  to  the  torn.  v.  p.  782.)  is  not  averfe  to  brand  the 

iirink  of  fchiini.  reputation  of  Eudocia. 

afterwards, 
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afterwards,  Eudoxia,  m  the  bloom  of  youth,  was  deftroyed  by  the    ^Jvv\/" 

confequcnces  of  a  mifcarriage  ;  and  this  untimely  death  confounded    y v— — » 

the   prophecy  of  a  holy  bifliop  ",  who,  amidft  the   univerfal  joy,, 
had  ventured  to  foretel,  that   fhe  fliould  behold  the  long  and  aufpi- 
cious  reign  of  her  glorious  fon.     The  catholics  applauded  the  juftlce 
of  heaven,  which  avenged  the  perfecution  of  St.  Chryfoftom ;  and 
perhaps  the  emperor  wns  the  only  peribn  who  fmcei'ely  bewailed  the 
lofs  of  the  haughty  and  rapacious  Eudoxia.     Such  a  domeftic  mif- 
fortune  afflicted  hi??i  more   deeply   than  the  public  calamities  of  the 
Eaft  '^'  ;  the  licentious   excurfions,  from  Pontus  to  Paleftine,  of  the. 
Ifaurian  robbers,  v/hofe  impunity  accufed  the  weaknefs  of  the   go- 
vernment ;  and  the  earthquakes,  the  conflagrations,  the  famine,  and- 
the  flights  of  locufts  '^^  which  the  popular    difcontent  was  equally 
difpofed  to  attribute  to  the  incapacity  of  the  monarch.     At  length,, 
in  the  thirty-hrft  year  of  his  age,  after  a  reign  (if  we  may  abufe  that 
word)  of  thirteen  years,  three   months,  and   fifteen   days,  Arcadius 
expired  in  the  palace  of  Conilantinople.     It   is  impoffiblc   to  deli- 
neate his  character  ;  fince,  in  a  period  very  copioufly  furnifhed  with 
hiflorlcal  materials,  it  has  not  been   poffible  to   remark  one  adlion 
that  properly  belongs  to  the  fon  of  the  great  Theodofius. 

The  hiftorian  Procopius  *'  has  indeed  illuminated  the  mind  of  the   His  fuppofed 
dying  emperor  with  a  ray  of  human  prudence,  or  celeftial  wifdom. 
Arcadius  confidered,  with  anxious  forefight,  the  helplefs   condition 
of  his  fon  Theodofius,  who  was  no  more  than  feven  years  of  age, 

'°  Porphyry  of  Gaza.    His  zeal  was  tranf-         *^  Jerom  (torn.  vi.  p.  73.  76.)  defcribes, 

ported  by  the  order  which  he  had  obtained  in  lively  colours,  the  regular  and  deftruftive 

for  the  dellruftion  of  eight  Pagan  temples  of  march  of  the  locufts, which  fpread  a  dark  cloud, 

that  city.     See  the  curious  details  of  his  life  between  heaven  and  earth,  over  the  land  of 

(Baronius,  A.  D.  401.  N°  17 — 5  i.)  original-  Paleftine.     Seafonable  winds  fcattcred  them, 

ly  written  in  Greek,  or  perhaps   in   Syriac,  partly  into  the  Dead  Sea,  and  partly  into  the 

by  a  monk,  one  of  his  favourite  deacons.  Mediterranean. 

*'  Philoftorg.  I.  xi.  c.  8.  and  Godefroy,         *^  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Perfic.  1,  i.e.  2.  p.  S 

Dl/Tertat.  p.  457.  edit.  Louvre. 
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the  dangerous  fadlions  of  a  minority,  and  the  afpiring  fpirit  of 
Jezdegerd,  the  Perfian  monarch.  Inftead  of  tempting  the  allegiance 
of  an  ambitious  fubjeft,  by  the  participation  of  fupreme  power,  he 
boldly  appealed  to  the  magnanimity  of  a  king ;  and  placed,  by  a  folemn 
teflament,  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft  in  the  hands  of  Jezdegerd  himlelf. 
The  royal  guardian  accepted  and  difcharged  this  honourable  trufl 
with  unexampled  fidelity ;  and  the  infancy  of  Theodofms  was 
protected  by  the  arms  and  councils  of  Perfia.  Such  is  the  fingular 
narrative  of  Procopius  ;  and  his  veracity  is  not  difputed  by  Agathias  % 
while  he  prefumes  to  diflent  from  his  judgment,  and  to  arraign  the 
wifdom  of  a  Chriftian  emperor,  who,  fo  rafhly,  though  fo  fortunate- 
ly, committed  his  fon  and  his  dominions  to  the  unknown  faith  of  a 
ftranger,  a  rival,  and  a  heathen.  At  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  this  political  queftion  might  be  debated  in  the  court  of 
Juftinian  ;  but  a  prudent  hiftorian  will  refufe  to  examine  ihc propriety^ 
till  he  has  afcertained  the  truths  of  the  teflament  of  Arcadius.  As 
it  ftands  without  a  parallel  in  the  hiflory  of  the  world,  we  may 
juflly  require,  that  it  fliould  be  attefted  by  the  pofitive  and  un- 
animous evidence  of  contemporaries.  The  ftrange  novelty  of  the  event, 
which  excites  our  diftruft,  mull  have  attracted  their  notice  ;  and  their 
univerfal  filence  annihilates  the  vain  tradition  of  the  fucceeding  age. 
The  maxims  of  Roman  jurifprudence,  if  they  could  fairly  be  tranf- 
fcrred  from  private  property  to  public  dominion,  would  have  adjudged 
to  the  emperor  Honoiius  the  guardianlhip  of  his  nephew,  till  he 
had  attained,  at  leaf!;,  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  But  the  weak- 
nefs  of  Honorius,  and  the  calamities  of  his  reign,  difquallfied  him 
from  profecuting  this  natural  claim  ;  and  fuch  was  the  abfolute  fepa- 


**  Agathias,  I.  iv.  p.  136,  137.  Although  very  fenfibly  ob  the  merits  of  this  fable.     His 

he  confefles  the  prevalence  of  the  tradition,  criticifm  was  not  warped  by  any  ecclefiaftical 

he  afierts,  that  Procopius  was  the  iirft  who  authority  :  both  Procopius  and  Agathias  are 

had    committ' d    it  to  writing.      Tillemont  half  Pagans. 
(tfift.  des  Empercurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  597.)  argues 

3  ration 
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Conftantinople  would  have  obeyed,  with  lefs  reludance,  the  orders 
of  the  Perfian,  than  thofe  of  the  Italian,  court.     Under  a  prince, 
whofe  weaknefs  is  difguifed  by  the  external  figns  of  manhood  and  dif- 
cretion,  the  mofl  worthlefs  favourites  may  fecretly  difpute  the  empire 
of  the  palace  ;  and  didate  to  fubmiffive  provinces,  the  commands  of 
a  mafter,  whom  they  diredl  and  defpife.      But  the  minifters  of  a 
child,  who  is  incapable   of  arming  them  with  the  fansftion  of  the 
royal   name,  muft  acquire  and  exercife  an  independent  authority. 
The  great  officers  of  the  ftate  and  army,  who  had  been  appointed 
before  the  death  of  Arcadius,  formed  an  ariftocracy,  which  might  have 
infpired  them  v\dth  the  idea  of  a  free  republic  ;  and  the  government 
of  the  eaftern  empire  was  fortunately  affumed   by  the  prxfedt  An- 
themius  ",  who  obtained,  by  his  fuperior  abilities,  a  lafting  afcend- 
ant  over  the  minds  of  his  equals.     The  fafety  of  the  young  emperor 
proved  the  merit  and  integrity  of  Anthemius  ;  and  his  prudent  iirm- 
nefs  fuftained  the  force  and  reputation  of  an  infant  reign.     Uldin, 
with  a  formidable  hoft  of  Barbarians,  was  encamped  in  the  heart 
of  Thrace :  he  proudly  rejcded  all  terms  of  accommodation ;  and, 
pointing  to  the  rifmg  fun,  declared  to  the  Roman  ambafladors,  that 
the  courfe  of  that  planet  fhould  alone  terminate  the  conquefls  of  the 
Huns.     But  the  deiertion  of  his  confederates,  who  were  privately 
convinced  of  the  julrice  and  liberality  of  the   Imperial  iniuifters, 
obliged  Uldin  to  repafs  the  Danube  :  the  tribe  of  the  Scyrri,  which 
compofed  his  rear-guard,  was  almoft  extirpated  ;  and  many  thou* 
fand  captives  were  dlfperfed,  to  cultivate,  with  fervile  labour,  the 

'5  Socrates,  1.  vii.  c.  i.     Anthemius  was  Prxtorian  praifei^l  of  theEafl,  in  theyear  40;  ; 

the  grandfon  of  Philip,  ope  of  the  minifters  of  and  held  the  prrefefture  about  ten  years.    See 

Conilantius,  and  the  grandfather  of  the  em-  his  liononi's  and  praifes  in   GoJefroy,  Cod. 

peror  Anthemius.     After  his  return  from  the  Thcod.  torn.  vi.    p.  350.     TiUemont,   Hift. 

Perfian  embaffy,  he  was  appointed  conful  and  des  Emp.  torn,  vi.  p.  i,  Scq. 

Vol,  III.  S  f  fields 
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fields  of  Afia  ".  In  the  midft  of  the  public  triumph,  Conftantinople 
was  proteded  by  a  ftrong  inclofure  of  new  and  more  extenfive  walls ; 
the  fame  vigilant  care  was  applied  to  reftore  the  fortifications  of  the 
Illyrian  cities;  and  a  plan  was  judicioufly  conceived,  which,  in  the 
fpace  of  feven  years,  would  have  fecured  the  command  of  the  Da- 
nube, by  eftablifhing  on  that  river  a  perpetual  fleet  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  armed  velTels  ''\ 

But  the  Romans  had  fo  long  been  accuftomed  to  the  authority  of  a 
monarch,  that  the  firfi,  even  among  the  females,  of  the  Imperial 
family,  who  difplayed  any  courage  or  capacity,  was  permitted  to 
afcend  the  vacant  throne  of  Theodofius.  His  fifter  Pulcheria'',  who 
was  only  two  years  older  than  himfelf,  received,  at  the  age  of  fix- 
teen,  the  title  of  Augiijia ;  and  though  her  favour  might  be  fome- 
times  clouded  by  caprice  or  intrigue,  fhe  continued  to  govern  the 
Eaftern  empire  near  forty  years  ;  during  the  long  minority  of  her 
brother,  and  after  his  death,  in  her  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of 
Marcian,  her  nominal  hufband.  From  a  motive,  either  of  pru- 
dence, or  religion,  flie  embraced  a  life  of  celibacy  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  fome  afperfions  on  the  chaftity  of  Pulcheria  %  this  refolu- 
tion,  which  fhe  communicated  to  her  fifters  Arcadia  and  Marina, 
was  celebrated  by  the  Chriftian  world,  as  the  fublime  effort  of  heroic 
piety.  In  the  prefence  of  the  clergy  and  people,  the  three  daughters 
of  Arcadius  '°  dedicated  their  virginity  to  God ;   and  the  obligation 

of 


"  Sozomen,  1.  ix.  c.  5.  He  faw  fome 
Scyrri  at  work  near  Mount  Olympus,  in  Bi- 
thyiiia,  and  cheri(hcd  i/ie  vain  hope  that  thofe 
captives  were  the  lall  of  the  nation. 

'■'  Cod.  Theod.  1.  vii.  tit.  xvii.  1.  xv.  tit.:-, 
leg.  49. 

*"  Sozomen  has  filled  thiee  chapters  with  a 
magnificent  pinegyric  of  Pulcheria  (1.  ix.  c.  i , 
3,  3.).;  and  'I  iiiemont .  (Memoires  Ecclef. 
tpw.  XV.  P.  iji  —  1S4.)  has  dedicated  a  fgpa- 


rate  article  to  the  ■honour  of  St.  Pulcheria, 
virgin,  and  emprefs. 

*'  Suid.as  (Evcerpta,  p.  68.  in  Script.  By- 
zant.)  pretends,  on  the  credit  of  the  Nello- 
rians,  that  Pulcheria  was  exafperated  againft 
their  founder,  becaufe  he  cenfured  her  con- 
neftion  with  the  beautiful  Paulinus,  and  her 
incert:  with  her  brother  Theodofius. 

'°  See  Ducange,  Fa.mil.  Byzantin.  p.  7c. 
Flaccilla,  the   eldell  daughter,    either  died 

before 
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of  their  folemn  vow  was  infcribed  on  a   tablet  of  gold   and   earns  :    ^  H  A  P. 

^  >=>         '       XXXII. 

which  they  pubHcly  offered  in  the  great  church  of  Conftantinople. 

Their  palace  was  converted  into  a  monaftery ;  and  all  males,  except 
the  guides  of  their  confcience,  the  faints  who  had  forgotten  the 
diftindlion  of  fcxes,  were  fcrupuloufiy  excluded  from  the  holy 
threfhold.  Pulcheria,  her  two  filters,  and  a  chofen  train  of  favourite 
damfels,  formed  a  religious  community  :  they  renounced  the  vanity 
of  drefs  ;  interrupted,  by  frequent  fafts,  their  fimple  and  frugal  diet ; 
allotted  a  portion  of  their  time  to  works  of  embroidery ;  and  de- 
voted feveral  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to  the  exercifes  of  prayer 
and  pfalmody.  The  piety  of  a  Chriftian  virgin  was  adorned  by  the 
zeal  and  liberality  of  an  emprefs.  Ecclefiaftical  hiftory  defcribes 
the  fplendid  churches,  which  were  built  at  the  expence  of  Pul- 
cheria, in  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft  ;  her  charitable  foun- 
dations for  the  benefit  of  ftrangers  and  the  poor ;  the  ample  dona- 
tions which  flie  affigned  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  monaftic 
focieties  ;  and  the  aftive  feverity  with  which  fhe  laboured  to  fupprefs 
the  oppofite  herefies  of  Neftorius  and  Eutyches.  Such  virtues  were 
fuppofed  to  deferve  the  peculiar  favour  of  the  Deity  ;  and  the  relics  of 
martyrs,  as  well  as  the  knowledge  of  future  events,  were  communi- 
cated in  vifions  and  revelations  to  the  Imperial  faint  ".  Yet  the 
devotion  of  Pulcheria  never  diverted  her  indefatigable  attention  from 
temporal  affairs  ;  and  fhe  alone,  among  all  the  defcendants  of  the 
great  Theodofms,  appears  to  have  inherited  any  fhare   of  his  manly 

before  Arcadius,  or,  if  fie  lived  till  the  year  Macedonian  monks,  and  to  a  church  of  St. 

ij3l  (Marcellin.  Chron.),  fomedefeft  of  mind  Thyrfus,  erefted  by  Csfarius,  who  was  conful 

or  body   muft   have  excluded  her   from  the  A.  D.   ^97  ;  and   the  memory  of  the  relics 

honours  of  her  rank.  was  almoll  obliterated.     Notwithftanding  the 

''  She  was  admonilhed,  by  repeated  dreams,  charitable  wifhes    of  Dr.   Jortin   (Remarks, 

of  the  place  where  the  relics  of  the  forty  mar-  torn.   iv.   p.   234.),  it  is  not  eafy  to  acquit 

tyrs  had  been  buried.  The  ground  had  fuccef-  Pulcheria  of  fome  fhare  in   the  pious  fraud; 

fively  belonged  to  the  houfe  and  garden  of  a  which  mull   have  been  tranfadled,  when  fhe 

woman  of  Conftantinople,  to  a  monailery  of  was  more  than  flve-and-thirty  years  of  age. 

S  f  2  fpirit 
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CHAP,    fpirit  and  abilities.     The  elegant  and  familiar  ufe  which  fl\c  had  ac- 

XXXII.        -^ ,  ^  , 

« — ->r- — '    quired,  both  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  was  readily  applied 

to  the  various  occafions  of  fpeaking,  or  writing,  on  public  bufinefs : 
her  deliberations  were  maturely  weighed  ;  her  actions  were  prompt 
and  decifive  ;  and,  while  flie  moved  without  noife  or  oftentation  the 
wheel  of  government,  fhe  difcreetly  attributed  to  the  genius  of  the 
emperor,  the  long  tranquillity  of  his  reign.  In  the  laft  years  of  his 
peaceful  life,  Europe  was  indeed  afflicted  by  the  arms  of  Attila;. 
but  the  more  extenfive  provinces  of  Afia  ftill  continued  to  enjoy 
a  profound  and  permanent  repofe.  Theodofius  the  younger  was 
never  reduced  to  the  difgraceful  neceflity  of  encountering  and  punifh- 
ing  a  rebellious  fubje£l  :  and  fmce  we  cannot  applaud  the  vigour,^ 
fome  praife  may  be  due  to  the  mildnefs,  and  profperity,  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Pulcheria. 
Education  The  Roman  world  was  deeply  interefted  in  the  education  of  its 

of  Theodo-"^  mafter.  A  regular  courfc  of  ftudy  and  exercife  was  judicioufly  in- 
ftituted ;  of  the  military  exercifes  of  riding,  and  fhooting  with  the 
bow;  of  the  liberal  ftudies  of  grammar,  rhetoric,  and  philofophy  •.. 
the  moll  ikilful  mafters  of  the  Eaft  ambitioufly  folicited  the  attention 
of  their  royal  pupil;  and  feveral  noble  youths  were  introduced  into 
the  palace,  to  animate  his  diligence  by  the  emulation  of  friendfhip. 
Pulcheria  alone  difcharged  the  important  tafk  of  inftrudling  her  bro- 
ther in  the  arts  of  government ;  but  her  precepts  may  countenance 
fome  fufpicion  of  the  extent  of  her  capacity,  or  of  the  purity  of  her 
intentions.  She  taught  him  lo  maintain  a  grave  and  majeflic  de- 
portment ;  to  walk,  to  hold  his  robes,  to  feat  himfelf  on  his  throne, 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  a  great  prince ;  to  abftain  from  laughter ;  to 
liften  with  condefcenlion  ;  to  return  fuitable  anfwers  ;  to  aflume,  by 
turns,  a  ferious  or  a  placid  countenance ;  in  a  word,  to  reprefent 
with  grace  and  dignity  the  external  figure  of  a  Roman  emperor.    But 

Theodofius 


£us  the 
younger. 
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Tlieodofius  "  was  never  excited  to  fupport  the  weight  and  glory  of  ^  '^vv^r' ' 
an  ilkiftrious  name  ;  and,  inftead  of  afpiring  to  imitate  his  aaceftors, 
he  degenerated  (if  we  may  prefume  to  meafure  the  degrees  of  inca- 
pacity) below  the  weaknefs  of  his  father  and  his  uncle.  Arcadias 
and  Honorius  had  been  affifted  by  the  guardian  care  of  a  parent, 
whofe  leflbns  were  enforced  by  his  authority,  and  example.  But 
the  unfortunate  prince,  who  is  born  in  the  purple,  muft  remain  a 
ftranger  to  the  voice  of  truth  ;  and  the  fon  of  Arcadius  was  con- 
demned to  pafs  his  perpetual  infancy,  encompafled  only  by  a  fervilc 
train  of  women  and  eunuchs.  The  ample  leifure,  which  he  ac- 
quired by  negleding  the  eflential  duties  of  his  high  office,  was  filled 
by  idle  amufements,  and  unprofitable  ftudies.  Hunting  was  the 
only  aftive  purfuit  that  could  tempt  him  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  palace ;  but  he  moft  alfiduoufly  laboured,  fometimes  by  the 
light  of  a  midnight  lamp,  in  the  mechanic  occupations  of  paint- 
ing and  carving ;  and  the  elegance  with  which  he  tranfcribed  reli- 
gious books,  entitled  the  Roman  emperor  to  the  fingular  epithet  of 
Call'igraphes^  or  a  fair  writer.  Separated  from  the  world  by  an  im- 
penetrable veil,  Theodofius  trufted  the  perfons  whom  he  loved ;  he 
loved  thofe  who  were  accuftomed  to  amufe  and  flatter  his  indolence  ; 
and  as  he  never  perufed  the  papers  that  were  prefented  for  the  royal 
fignature,  the  ads  of  injuftice  the  moft  repugnant  to  his  character, 
were  frequently  perpetrated  in  his  name.  The  emperor  himfelf  was 
chafte,  temperate,  liberal,  and  merciful ;    but  thefe  qualities,  which 

"There  is  a  remarkable  difFerence  be-  his  filler   (1.  vii.  c.  22.   42.).     Philoftorgius 

tween   the  two   ecclefiaftical   hiftorians,  who  (1.  xii.  c.  7.)  cxprefles  the  influence  of  Pul- 

in  general  bear  fo  clofe  a  refemblance.     So-  cheria  in  gentle  and  courtly  language,    t^j 

zomen   (1.  ix.  c.  I.)   afcribes  to  Pulcheria  the  ^xcAMac  ^r./Auwani   vaKfiruMtri  xai    Suvtivma-ix. 

government  of  the  empire,  and  the  education  Suidas  (Excerpr.  p.  53.)  gives  a  true  charac- 

of  her  brother;    whom  he  fcarcely   condc-  ter  of  Theodofius;  and  I  have  followed  the 

fcends   to  praife.     Socrates,    though   he  af-  example  of  Tillemont  (tom.  vi.  p.  25.),  in 

feftedly  disclaims  all  hopes  of  favour  or  fame,  borrowing    feme   ftroiies    from    the    modern 

compofes  an  elaborate  panegyric  on  tlie  em-  Greeks, 
peror,  and  cautioufly  fupprefles  the  merits  of 

I  can 
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CHAP,  can  only  deferve  the  name  of  virtues,  when  they  are  fupported  by 
* — -V— — '  courage,  and  regulated  by  difcretion,  were  feldom  benehcial,  and 
they  fometimes  proved  mifchievous,  to  mankind.  His  mind,  ener- 
vated by  a  royal  education,  was  opprefled,  and  degraded,  by  abjedt 
iuperftition :  he  faded,  he  fung  pfalms,  he  blindly  accepted  the  mi- 
racles and  dodrines,  with  which  his  faith  was  continually  nouriflied. 
Theodofius  devoutly  worfhipped  the  dead  and  living  faints  of  the 
Catholic  church ;  and  he  once  refufed  to  eat,  till  an  infolent  monk, 
who  had  caft  an  excommunication  on  his  fovereign,  condefcended  to 
heal  the  fpii'itual  wound  which  he  had  inflid;ed  ". 

The  ftory  of  a  fair  and  virtuous  maiden,  exalted  from  a  private 
condition  to  the  Imperial  throne,  might  be  deemed  an  incredible 
romance,  if  fuch  a  romance  had  not  been  verified  in  the  marriage  of 
The  celebrated  Athenais  '*  was  educated  by  her  father 
Leontius  in  the  religion  and  fciences  of  the  Greeks ;  and  fo  advan- 
tageous w^as  the  opinion  which  the  Athenian  philofopher  entertained 
of  his  contemporaries,  that  he  divided  his  patrimony  between  his 
two  fons,  bequeathing  to  his  daughter  a  fmall  legacy  of  one  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gold,  in  the  lively  confidence  that  her  beauty  and 
merit  would  be  a  fufficient  portion.  The  jealoufy  and  avarice  of  her 
brothers  foon  compelled  Athenais  to  feek  a  refuge  at  Conflantinople ; 
and,  with  fome  hopes,  either  of  juftice,  or  favour,  to  throw  herfelf 
at  the  feet  of  Pulcheria.     That  fagacious  princefs  liftened  to  her  elo- 


Charafler 
and  adven- 
tures of  ihe 
emprefs  Eu- 
docia, 

AD.  ^2.-   Theodofius 
400. 


'^  Theodoret,  1.  v.  c.  37.  The  bilTiop  of 
Cyrrhiis,  one  of  the  firft  men  of  his  age  for 
his  learning  and  piety,  applauds  the  obedience 
of  Theodoiiiis  to  the  divine  laws. 

'"■  Socrates  (I.  vii.  c.  21.)  mentions  her 
name  (Athenais,  the  daughter  of  Leontius, 
an  Athenian  fophift),  her  baptifm,  marriage, 
and  poetical  genius.  The  moft  ancient  ac- 
count of  her  hiftory  is  in  John  Malala 
(part  ii.  p.  20,  21.  edit.  Venet.  1733),  and 
in    the   Pafchal    Chronicle    (p.    311,   312.). 

■-> 


Thofe  authors  had  probably  feen  original 
pidures  of  the  emprefs  Eudocia.  The  mo- 
dern Greeks,  Zonaras,  Cedrenus,  &c.  have 
difplayed  the  love,  rather  than  the  talent,  of 
f.dlion.  From  Nicephorus,  indeed,  I  have 
ventured  to  aflume  her  age.  The  writer  of 
a  romance  would  not  have  imngined,  that 
Athenais  was  near  twenty-eight  vears  old 
when  fte  inflamed  the  heart  of  a  young  em- 
peror. 

quent 
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quent  complaint ;  and  fecretly  dcftined  the  daughter  of  the  philofo-    CHAP. 

pher  Leontius  for  the  future  wife  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  who    * ■-« l-» 

had  now  attained  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.     She  eafily  excited 
the  curiofity  of  her  brother,  by  an  interefting  pidlure  of  the  charms 
of  Athenais  ;  large  eyes,  a  well-proportioned  nofe,  a  fair  complexion, 
golden  locks,   a  flender  perfon,   a    graceful  demeanour,    an  under- 
ftanding  improved  by  fludy,  and  a  virtue  tried  by  diftrefs.     Theo- 
dofius,  concealed  behind  a  curtain  in  the  apartment  of  his  fifter,  was 
permitted  to  behold  the  Athenian  virgin :    the  modeft  youth  imme- 
diately declared  his  pure  and  honourable  love ;    and  the  royal  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  capital  and  the 
provinces.      Athenais,   who  was  ealily  perfuaded  to   renounce  the 
errors  of  Paganifm,  received  at  her  baptifm  the  Chriftian  name  of 
Eudocia ;    but  the  cautious  Pulcheria  withheld  the  title  of  Augufta, 
till  the  wife  of  Theodofms  had  approved  her  fruitfulnefs  by  the  Inrth 
of  a  daughter,  who  efpoufed,  fifteen  years  afterwards,  the  emperor 
of  the  Weu.     The  brothers  of  Eudocia  obeyed,  with  i'ome  anxiety, 
her  Imperial  uimmons ;    but,  as  fhe  could  eafily  forgive  their  for- 
tunate unkindnefs,  flie  indulged  the  tendernefs,  or  perhaps  the  vanity, 
of  a  filler,  by  promoting  them  to  the  rank  of  confuls  and  prsefefts. 
In  the  luxury  of  the  palace,  flie  ftill  cultivated  thofe  ingenuous  arts, 
which  had  contributed  to  her  greatnefs ;    and  wifely  dedicated  her 
talents  to  the  honour  of  religion,   and  of  her  hufband.     Eudocia 
compofed  a  poetical  paraphrafe  of  the  firft  eight  books  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  and  of  the  prophecies  of  Daniel  and  Zachariah  ;  a  cento 
of  the  verfes  of  Homer,  applied  to  the  life  and  miracles  of  Chrift, 
the  legend  of  St.  Cyprian,  and  a  panegyric  on  the  Perfian  vidtories 
of  Theodofms :  and  her  writings,  which  were  applauded  by  a  fervile 
and  fuperftitious  age,  have  not  been  difdained  by  the  candour  of  im- 
partial criticifm  ".     The  fondnefs  of  the  emperor  was  not  abated  by 

time. 

"  Socrates,  l.vii.  c.21.     Photius,  p.  413     and   has  been    repeatedly  printed;    but  the 
— 420.     The  Homeric  cento  is  ftill  extant,     claim  of  Eudocia  to  that  infipid  performance 

is 
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C  H  A  P.    time  and  poflcffion :  and  Eudocia,  after  the  marriage  of  her  daiip-h- 
\__„,_-_j    ter,  was  permitted  to  difcharge  her  grateful  vows  by  a  folcn?.n  pil- 
grimage to  Jerufalem.    Her  oftentatious  progrefs  through  the  Kail  may 
feem  inconiiftent  with  the  fpirit   of  Chriftian  humility :    fhe  pror- 
nounced,  from  a  throne  of  gold  and  gems,  an  eloquent  oration  to 
the  fenate  of  Antioch,  declared  her  royal  intention  of  enlarging  the 
walls  of  the  city,   bellowed  a  donative  of  two  hundred  pounds  of 
gold  to  reftore  the  public  baths,  and  accepted  the  ftatues,  which  were 
decreed  by  the  gratitude  of  Antioch.     In  the  Holy  Land,  her  alms 
and  pious  foundations  exceeded  the  munificence  of  the  great  He- 
lena ;  and  though  the  public  treafure  might  be  impoverifhed  by  this 
exceflive  liberality,  fhe  enjoyed  the  confcious  fatisfadlion  of  return- 
ing to  Conftantinople  with  the  chains  of  St.  Peter,  the  right  arm  of 
St.  Stephen,   and  an  undoubted  picture  of  the  Virgin,   painted  by 
St.  Luke  '*.     But  this  pilgrimage  was  the  fatal  term  of  the  glories  of 
Eudocia.     Satiated  with  empty  pomp,  and  unmindful,  perhaps,  of 
her  obligations  to  Pulcheria,  fhe  ambitioufly  afpired  to  the  government 
■of  the  Eaftern  empire  :  the  palace  was  diftracted  by  female  difcord  ; 
but  the  vidory  was  at  laft  decided,  by  the  fuperior  afcendant  of  the 
filler  of  Theodofius.     The  execution  of  Paullnus,  mafter  of  the  of- 
fices, and  the  difgrace  of  Cyrus,  Prastorian  praefed:  of  the  Eaft,  con- 
vinced the  public,  that  the  favour  of  Eudocia  was  infufhcient  to  pro- 
ted  her  moft  faithful  friends  ;    and  the  uncommon  beauty  of  Pauli- 
nus  encouraged  the  fecret  rumour,  that  his  guilt  was  that  of  a  fuccefsful 
lover".     As  foon  as  the  emprefs  perceived  that  the  affedion  of  The- 

J5  difputed  by  the  critics.  See  Fabricius,  "  In  this  fnort  view  of  the  difgrace  of 
Biblioth.  Grxc.  torn.  i.  p.  357.  The  Icnia,  Eudocia,  I  hr.ve  imitated  the  caution  of  Eva- 
a   mifcellaneous    diclionary    of   hiftory    and     g^-^^^    (,_  j_    ^_   ^,_j^    and  count  Marcellinus 

fable,  was  compiled  by  another  emprefs  of  7-     <^u           a    t~>                j         \       i-u     .    ~ 

'          -_    .'^  .        /,.,.,';          ,  (in  Chron.   A.  D.  440  and  444).     The   two 

thenameofEudocia,  who  hvedin  the  eleventh  .                            ,   1            , 

,  .  .  .  y.,,  .  authentic  dates  afiisned  by  the  latter,  over- 
century  ;  and  the  work  is  Itill  extant  in  ma-  *■  ^ 
niifcrint  ^'"^^  ^  great  part  of  the  Greek  fiftions  ;  and 
'*  Baronius  (Annal,  Ecclef.  A.  D.  438.  the  celebrated  ftory  of  the  ^J>/>k,  &c.  is  fit 
439.)  is  copious  and  florid  ;  but  he  is  accufed  only  for  the  Arabi.m  Nights,  where  fome- 
iif  placing  the  lies  of  different  ages  on  the  thing  not  very  unlike  it  may  be  found. 


fame  level  of  authenticity. 


odofi 
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odofius  was  irretrievably  loft,  fhe  requefted  the  perniifllon  of  retiring    ^J^Jj,  ^ 

to  the  diftant  foUtude  of  Jerufalcna.     She  obtained  her  requcft  ;   but    ' .r— — ' 

the  jealoufy  of  Theodofuis,  or  the  vindidlive  fpirit  of  Pulcheria, 
purfued  her  in  her  laft  retreat ;  and  Saturninus,  count  of  the  do- 
meftics,  was  directed  to  punifli  with  death  two  ecclcfiaftics,  her 
moft  favoured  fervants.  Eudocia  inftantly  revenged  them  by  the 
aflkflination  of  the  count :  the  furious  paflions,  which  fhe  indulged 
on  this  fufpicious  occafion,  feemed  to  juftify  the  feverity  of  Theodo- 
fius  ;  and  the  emprefs,  ignominioufly  fti-ipt  of  the  honours  of  her 
rank ",  was  difgraced,  perhaps  unjuftly,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 
The  remainder  of  the  Ufe  of  Eudocia,  about  fixteen  years,  was  fpent 
in  exile  and  devotion ;  and  the  approach  of  age,  the  death  of  Theo- 
dofms,  the  misfortunes  of  her  only  daughter,  who  was  led  a  captive 
from  Rome  to  Carthage,  and  the  fociety  of  the  Holy  Monks  of 
Paleftine,  infenfibly  confirmed  the  religious  temper  of  her  mind. 
J\fter  a  full  experience  of  the  viciflltudes  of  human  life,  the  daughter 
of  the  philofopher  Leontius  expired,  at  Jerufalem,  in  the  fixty- 
feventh  year  of  her  age ;  protefting  with  her  dying  breath,  that 
fhe  had  never  tranfgrefled  the  bounds  of  innocence  and  friend- 
iliip  ". 

The  gentle  mind  of  Theodofius  was  never  inflamed  by  the  ambi-  The  Pcrflaa 
tion  of  conqueft,   or  military  renown;    and  the  flight  alarm  of  a  a.  b.  412. 
Perfian  war  fcarcely  interrupted  the  tranquillity  of  the  Eaft.     The 
motives  of  this  war  were  juft  and  honourable.     In  the  laft  year  of 
the  reign  of  Jezdegerd,    the  fuppofed  guardian  of  Theodofius,    a 

"  Prifcns  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  69.),  a  Pafchal    Chronicle   may   fometimes   deferve 

contemporary,  and  a  courtier,    dryly  men-  regard ;  and,  in  the  domeftic  hiftory  of  An- 

tions  her  Pagan  and  Chriftian  names,  with-  tioch,  John  Malala  becomes  a  writer  of  good 

■out  adding  any  title  of  honour  or  refpeft.  authority.     The  Abbe  Guenee,  in  a  memoir 

"   For  the  t-ivo  pilgrimages  of  Eudocia,  on  the  fertility  of  Paleftine,  of  which  I  have 

and  her  long  refidence  at  Jerufalem,  her  de-  only  feen  an  ej;trad,  calculates  the  gifts  of 

votion,  alms,  &c.  fee  Socrates  (1.  vit.  c,  47.)  Eudocia  at  20,488  pounds  of  gold,   above 

and  Evagrius  (I.  i.   c.  zo,  n,  22.).     The  800,000  pounds  Sterling. 

Vol.  IIL  T  t  bifliop, 
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CHAP,    blfhop,  wlio  afpircd  to  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  deftroyed  one  of 
the  lire-temples  of  Sulii  '\     His  zeal  and  obftinacy  were  revenged  on 
his  brethren  :  the  Magi  excited  a  cruel  perfecution  ;  and  the  intolerant 
zeal  of  Jezdegerd  was  imitated  by  his  fon  Vararanes,  or  Bahram,  who 
foon  afterwards  afcendcd  the  throne-     Some  Chriftian  fugitives,  who 
efcaped  to  the  Roman  frontier,   were  fternly  demanded,  and  gene- 
roufly  refufed  ;    and  the  refufal,  aggravated  by  commercial  difputes, 
foon  kindled  a  war  between  the  rival  monarchies.     The  mountains  of 
Armenia,   and  the  plains  of  Mefopotamia,   were  filled  with  hoftile 
armies ;    but  the  operations  of  two  fucceflive  campaigns  were  not 
productive  of  any  decifive  or  memorable  events.     Some  engagements 
were  fought,  fome  towns  were  befieged,  with  various  and  doubtful 
fuccefs ;    and  if  the  Romans  failed  in  their  attempt  to  recover  the 
long  loft  poffeffion  of  Nifibis,  the  Perfians  were  repulfed  from  the 
walls  of  a  Mefopotamian  city,  by  the  valour  of  a  martial  bifhop,  who 
pointed  his  thundering  engine  in  the  name  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apoftle. 
Yet  the  fplendid  vidlories,   which  the  incredible  fpeed  of  the  mef- 
fenger  Palladius   repeatedly  announced   to   the   palace   of  Conftan- 
tinople,  w^cre  celebrated  with  feftivals  and  panegyrics.     From  thefe 
panegyrics   the   hiftorians  ^'  of  the  age  might   borrow   their   extra- 
ordinary, and,  perhaps,  fabulous,  tales  ;  of  the  proud  challenge  of  a 
Perfian  hero,  who  was  entangled  by  the  net,  and  difpatched  by  the 
fvs^ord,   of  Areobindus   the  Goth  ;    of  the   ten  thoufand  Immortals^ 
who  were  flain  in  the  attack  of  the  Roman  camp ;  and  of  the  hun- 
dred thoufand  Arabs,  or  Saracens,  who  were  impelled  by  a  panic 
terror  to  throw  themfelves  headlong  into  the  Euphrates.     Such  events 

'°    Theodoret,    1.  v.    c.   39.     TiHemont,  pairing  the  damage  which  we  have  unlaw- 

Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xii.    p.  356  —  364.     hi-  fully  committed. 

femanni,  Bibl.  Oriental,    torn.   iii.    p.  396.  ''   Socrates  (1.  vij.  c.  18,  19,   20,  21.)  is 

torn.  iv.  p.  61.     Theodoret  blames  the  rafh-  the    beft   author  for   the   Perfian   war.     We 

nefs  of  Abdas,  but  extols  the  conftancy  of  may  likewife  confult   the   three  Chronicles, 

his  martyrdom.     Yet  I  do  not  clearly  under-  the  Pafchal,  and  thofe  of  Marcellinus  and 

Hand  the  cafuiflry  which  prohibits  our  re-  Malala. 

3  may 
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may  be  dlfbelieved,  or  difregarded  ;  but  the  charity  of  a  biihop,  C  H  A  p. 
Acacius  of  Amida,  whofe  name  might  have  dignified  the  faintly  ca-  u__..v— _y 
lendar,  fhall  not  be  loft  in  oblivion.  Boldly  declaring,  that  vafes  of 
gold  and  filver  are  ufelefs  to  a  God  who  neither  cats  nor  drinks,  the 
generous  prelate  fold  the  plate  of  the  church  of  Amida ;  employed 
the  price  in  the  redemption  of  feven  thouland  Perfian  captives ; 
fupplied  their  wants  with  affedionate  liberality  ;  and  difmiffed  them 
to  their  native  country,  to  inform  their  king  of  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
religion  which  he  perfecuted.  The  pradice  of  benevolence  in  the 
midft  of  war  muft  always  tend  to  afluage  the  animolity  of  contending 
nations ;  and  I  wilh  to  perfuade  myfelf,  that  Acacius  contributed  to 
the  reftoration  of  peace.  In  the  conference  which  was  held  on  the 
limits  of  the  two  empires,  the  Roman  ambaffadors  degraded  the  per- 
fonal  charadter  of  their  fovereign,  by  a  vain  attempt  to  magnify  the  ex- 
tent of  his  power  ;  when  they  ferioufly  advifed  the  Perfians  to  prevent, 
by  a  timely  accommodation,  the  wrath  of  a  monarch,  who  was  yet 
ignorant  of  this  diftant  war.  A  truce  of  one  hundred  years  was 
folemnly  ratified ;  and,  although  the  revolutions  of  Armenia  might 
threaten  the  public  tranquillity,  the  efl'ential  conditions  of  this  treaty 
were  refpeded  near  fourfcore  years  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantinc 
and  Artaxerxes. 

Since  the  Roman  and  Parthian  ftandards  firft  encountered  on  the   Armenia  dl- 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  '^  was  alternately  ^l^g^  j^e 
opprefled  by  its  formidable  protedlors ;    and,  in  the  courfe  of  this   P'^''''^"'*  and 

Hiftory,  feveral  event?,  which  inclined  the  balance  of  peace  and  war,  ^-  D.  431  — 

44'^* 
have  been  already  related.     A  difgraceful  treaty  had  refigned  Arme- 

'^  Tliis  account  of  the  ruin  and  divifion  and  contemporary.     Procopius  fde  Edificiis, 

of  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  is  taken  from  1.  iii.   c.  i.  5.)  relates  the  fame  fafts  in  a  very 

the  third  book  of  the  Armenian  hiftory  of  different  manner;    but  I  have  extraded  the 

Mofcs   of   Chorene.     Deficient  as   he  is  in  circumftanccs   the    moft    probable    in   them- 

every  qualification  of  a  good  hiftorian,  his  felves,  and  the  leaft  inconfiftent  with  Mofes 

local  information,  his  paffions,  and  his  pre-  of  Chorene. 
judices,    are  fcrongly  exprefTive  of  a  native 

T  t  2  nia 
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CHAP,    nia  to  the  ambition  of  Sapor ;    and  the  fcale  of  Perfia  appeared  to* 

XXXII. 

preponderate.     But  tlie  royal  race  of  Arfaces  impatiently  fubmitted 
to  the  houfe  of  Saflan ;    the  turbulent  nobles  afferted^  or  betrayed^ 
their  hereditary  independence ;    and  the  nation  was  Hill  attached  to 
the  Chrljlian  princes  of  Conftantinople.      In  the  beginning  of  the 
fifth  century,  Armenia  was  divided  by  the  progrefs  of  war  and  fac- 
tion '^ ;    and  the  unnatural  divifion  precipitated  the  downfal  of  that 
ancient  monarchy.     Chofroes,  the  Perfian  vafTal,  reigned  over  the 
Eaftern  and  mofl  extenfive  portion  of  the  country  ;  while  the  Weft- 
ern  province  acknowledged  the  jurifdidion  of  Arfaces,  and  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  emperor  Arcadius.     After  the  death  of  Arfaces,  the. 
Romans  fupprefTcd  the  regal  governm.ent,  and  impofed  on  their  al- 
lies the  condition  of  fubje£ls.     The  military  command  was  delegated 
to  the  count  of  the  Armenian  frontier  ;  the  city  of  Theodofiopolis  '* 
was  built  and  fortified  in  a  ftrong  fituation,  on  a  fertile  and  lofty 
ground,  near  the  fources  of  the  Euphrates ;  and  the  dependent  ter- 
ritories wtre  ruled  by  five  fatraps,  whofe  dignity  was  marked  by  a 
peculiar  habit  of  gold  and  purple.     The  lefs  fortunate  nobles,  who- 
lamented  the  lofs  of  their  king,    and  envied  the  honours  of  their 
equals,  were  provoked  to  negociate  their  peace  and  pardon  at  the 
Perfian  court ;  and  returning,  with  their  followers,  to  the  palace  of 
Artaxata,  acknov^rledged  Chofroes  for  their  lawful  fovereign.     About 
thirty  years    afterwards,    Artafires,     the    nephew    and    fucceflbr   of 
Chofroes,,  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  haughty  and  capricious 

'^  The  weftern  Armenians  ufed  the  Greek  event  which  relaxed  the  conne£lion  of  the 

language   and   charafters    in    their  religious  church  and  nation  with  Conftantinople. 

offices ;    but  the  ufe  of  that  hoftile  tongue  '*   Mofes   Chorcn,   1.  iii.    c.  59.    p.  309. 

was  prohibited  by  the  Periians  in  the  eaftern  and  p.  358..     Procopius,    de  Edificiis,   1.  iii. 

provinces,    which   were   obliged   to   ufe   the  c.  5.     Theodofiopolis  rtands,  or  rather  ftood, 

Syriac,   till  the  invention   of  the  Armenian  about  thirty-five  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Arze- 

ktters  by  Mefrobes,  in  the  beginning  of  the  roHm,  the  modern  capital  of  Turkilh  Arme-- 

fifth  century,  and  the  fubfequent  verfion  of  nia.     See  d'Anville,  Geographic  Ancienne, 

the  Bible  into  the  Armenian  language;  an  torn.  ii.  p.  99,  100. 

npble& 
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nobles  of  Armenia;    and  they  unanimoufly  defired  a  Perfian  go-    CHAP. 

vernor  m  the  room  of  aft  unworthy  king.     The  anfwer  of  the  arch- 

bifliop  Ifaac,  whole  fan<flion  they  earneftly  foHcited,  is  expreffive  of 

the  charader  of  a  fuperftitious  people.      He  deplored  the  manifeft 

and  inexcufable  vices  of  Artafires;   and  declared,  that  he  fhould  not 

helltate  to  accufe  him  before  the  tribunal  of  a  Chriftian  emperor, 

who  would  punifh,  without  deftroying,  the  finner.     "  Our  king," 

continued  Ifaac,  "  is  too  much  addided  to  licentious  pleafures,  but 

"  he  has  been  purified  in  the  holy  waters  of  baptifm.     He  is  a  lover 

"  of  women,  but  he  does  not  adore  the  fire  or  the  elements.     He 

"  may  deferve  the  reproach  of  lewdnefs,  but  he  is  an  undoubted 

*'  Catholic  ;  and  his  faith  is  pure,  though  his  manners  are  flagitiou?. 

**  I  will  never  confent  to  abandon  my  fheep  to  the  rage  of  devouring 

**  wolves  ;    and  you  would  foon  repent  your  rafti  exchange  of  the 

"  infirmities  of  a  believer,  for  the  fpecious  virtues  of  an  heathen  '\" 

Exafperated  by  the  firmnefs  of  Ifaac,  the  fa£lious  nobles  accufed  both 

the  king  and  the  archbifhop  as  the  fecret  adherents  of  the  emperor ; 

and  abfurdly  rejoiced  in  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  which,  after 

a  partial  hearing,    was  folemnly  pronounced   by  Bahram   himfelf. 

The  defcendants  of  Arfaces  were  degraded  from  the  royal  dignity  ",. 

which  they  had  pofleffed  above  five  hundred  and  fixty  years  °' ;  and 

the  dominions  of  the  unfortunate  Artafires,  under  the  new  and  fig- 

*'   Mofes  Choren.   1.  iii.    c.  63.    p.  316.  immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Antiochus 

According  to  the  inftitution  of  St.  Gregory  Sidetcs   (Mofes  Choren.  1.  ii.  c.  2.  p.  8ij.), 

the  apoftle  of  Armenia,  the  archbifhop  was  one  hundred  arrd  thirty  years   before  Chritt. 

always  of  the  royal  family;  a  circumftance.  Without  depending  on  the  various  and  con- 

which,    in    fome  degree,    correfted  the    in-  tradiftory  periods  of  the  reigns  of  the  laft 

fluence  of  the  facerdotal  charafler,  and  united  kings,  we  may  be  aflured,  that  the  ruin  of 

the  mitre  with  the  crown.  the  Armenian  kingdom    happened  after  the 

"  A  branch  of  the  royal  houfe  of  Arfaces  council   of  Ghakedon,    A.  D.   431    (1.  iii. 

ftill  fubfilled,  with  the   rank   and  pofleffions  c.  61.    p.  312.);    and   under   Veramus,    or 

(as  it  fhould  feem)  of  Armenian  fatraps.     See  BahTam,  kingofPerfia  (l.iii.  c.64.  p.317.), 

Mofes  Choren.  1.  iii.c.  65.  p.  321.  who  reigned   from  A,  D.  420   10440.     See 

"  Valarfaces  was  appointed  king  of  Ar-  AfTemanni,    Bibliot.   Oriental,    torn.  iii.    p. 

mecia  by  his  brother  the  Parthian  monarch,  396. 

nificant 
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^Jl^jS'    nificant  appellation  of  Perfarinenia,  were  reduced  into  the  form  of  a 

A.  A  All. 

province.  This  ufurpatiou  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  Roman  go- 
vernment ;  but  the  rifing  difputes  were  foon  terminated  by  an  ami- 
cable, though  unequal,  partition  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Armenia ; 
and  a  territorial  acquifition,  which  Auguftus  might  have  defpifed, 
refle(Sled  fome  luftre  on  the  declining  empire  of  the  younger  Theo- 
dofius. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXXIII. 

Death  of  Honor  ius  —^Vakntlnlan  II  f.  Emperor  of  the  Eaft. 
— Adtmti'tjl ration  of  his  Mother  Placidia. — ALtius  and 
Boniface. — Conquefl  of  Af'ica  by  the  Faudals. 

U  R I N  G  a  long  and  dlfgraceful  reign  of  twenty-eight  years,    c  H  A  P, 
Honorius,  emperor  of  the  Weft,  was  feparated  from  the  friend-    ^J^^^^^- 
fhip  of  his  brother,  and  afterwards  of  his  nephew,  -who  reigned  over  ^an  years 

"  and  death  of 

the  Eaft ;  and  Conftantinople  beheld,  with  apparent  indifference  and  Honorius, 
fecret  joy,  the  calamities  of  Rome.  The  ftrange  adventures  of  Pla-  Auguilzy.' 
cidia  '  gradually  renewed,  and  cemented,  the  alliance  of  the  two 
empires.  The  daughter  of  the  great  Theodofius  had  been  the  cap- 
tive and  the  queen  of  the  Goths :  fhe  loft  an  affedlionate  hufband  j 
fhe  was  dragged  in  chains  by  his  infulting  aftaflin ;  fhe  tafted  the 
pleafure  of  revenge,  and  was  exchanged,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  for 
fix  hundred  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat.  After  her  return  from 
Spain  to  Italy,  Placidia  experienced  a  new  perfecution  in  the  bofom 
of  her  family.  She  was  averfe  to  a  marriage,  which  had  been  ftipu- 
lated  without  her  confent ;  and  the  brave  Conftantius,  as  a  noble  re- 
ward for  the  tyrants  whom  he  had  vanquiftied,  received,  from  the 
hand  of  Honorius  himfelf,  the  ftruggling  and  reludant  hand  of  the 
widow  of  Adolphus.  But  her  refiftance  ended  with  the  ceremony 
of  the  nuptials ;  nor  did  Placidia  refufe  to  become  the  mother  of 
Honoria  and  Valentinian  the  third,  or  to  afliime  and  exercife  an  ab— 
folute  dominion  over  the  mind  of  her  grateful  hufband.  The  ge- 
nerous foldier,  whofe  time  had  hitherto  been  divided  between  focial 
pleafux-e  and  military  fervice,  was  taught  new  leflbns  of  avarice  and 

'  See  p.  252—268. 

ambition ; 
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CHAP,    ambition :   he  extorted  the  title  of  Aujruflus ;   and   the  fervant  of 

XXXIII. 

Honorius  was  affociated  to  the  em})ire  of  the  Weft.  The  death  of 
Conftantius,  in  the  feventh  month  of  his  reign,  inftead  of  diminifh- 
ing,  feemed  to  increafe,  the  power  of  Placidia;  and  the  indecent 
famiUarity  "^  of  her  brother,  which  might  be  no  more  than  the  fymp- 
toms  of  a  childifh  affeftion,  were  univerfally  attributed  to  inceftuous 
love.  On  a  fudden,  by  fome  bafe  intrigues  of  a  fteward  and  a  nurfe, 
this  exceffive  fondncfs  was  converted  into  an  irreconcileable  quarrel ; 
the  debates  of  the  emperor  and  his  fifter  were  not  long  confined 
within  the  walls  of  the  palace  ;  and  as  the  Gothic  foldiers  adhered 
to  their  queen,  the  city  of  Ravenna  was  agitated  with  bloody  and 
dangerous  tumults,  which  could  only  be  appeafed  by  the  forced  or 
voluntary  retreat  of  Placidia  and  her  children.  The  royal  exiles 
landed  at  Conftantinople,  foon  after  the  marriage  of  Theodofius, 
during  the  feftival  of  the  Perfian  vidlories.  They  were  treated  with 
kindnefs  and  magnificence  ;  but  as  the  ftatues  of  the  emperor  Con- 
ftantius  had  been  rejected  by  the  Eaftern  court,  the  title  of  Augufta 
tould  not  decently  be  allowed  to  his  widow.  Within  a  few  months 
after  the  arrival  of  Placidia,  a  fwifc  mefl'enger  announced  the  death 
of  Honorius,  the  confequence  of  a  dropfy  ;  but  the  important  fecret 
-was  not  divulged,  till  the  necefiary  orders  had  been  difpatched  for 
the  march  of  a  large  body  of  troops  to  the  fea-coaft  of  Dalmatia. 
The  fhops  and  the  gates  of  Conftantinople  remained  fhut  during  feven 
days  ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  foreign  prince,  who  could  neither  be  efteemed 
nor  regretted,  was  celebrated  with  loud  and  afFeded  demonftrations 
-of  the  public  grief. 

*  Ta  ffij  x"  *'''^°' ^^F"  f ''^"f-*''''^'  '5  '^^  ^^~  linguam  meam  in  os  ejus.     But  this  fenfual 

preffion    of  Olympiodorus    (apud    Photium,  indulgence    was    juflified    by    miracle    and 

p.  197.)  ;  who  means,  perhaps,   to  defcribe  myftery;  and  the  anecdote  has  been  commu- 

the  fame  carefles  which  Mahomet  bellowed  nicated  to  the  public  by  the  Reverend  Father 

©n   his   daughter  Phatemah.      Quando  (fays  Maracci,  in  his  Verfion  and  Confutation  of 

the  prophet  himfelf),  quando  fubit  mihi  de-  the  Koran,  torn.  i.  p.  32. 
/iderium   P.iradifi,    ofculor  earn,    et  ingero 

6  WhUe 
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While  the  miniftcrs  of  Conflantinople  deUberated,  the  vacant  ^^^^f,  ''• 
throne  of  Honorius  was  ufurped  by  the  ambition  of  a  ftranger.  The  *- — .^ — * 
name  of  the  rebel  was  John  :  he  filled  the  confidential  office  of  Pri-  and  fall  of 
7niceriiis,  or  principal  fccretary ;  and  hiftory  has  attributed  to  his  john,"'^^'^'^ 
charadter  more  virtues,  than  can  eafily  be  reconciled  with  the  viola-  ^-  ^"  +^5— 
tion  of  the  moft  llicred  duty.  Elated  by  the  fubmiffion  of  Italy,  and 
the  hope  of  an  alliance  with  the  Hilns,  John  prefumed  to  infult,  by 
an  embaffy,  the  majefly  of  the  Eaftern  emperor ;  but  when  he  un- 
derftood  that  his  agents  had  been  baniflied,  imprifoned,  and  at  length 
chaced  away  with  defervcd  ignominy,  John  prepared  to  aflert,  by 
arms,  the  injuftice  of  his  claims.  In  fuch  a  caufe,  the  grandfon  of 
the  great  Theodofius  ihould  have  marched  in  perfon :  but  the 
young  emperor  was  eafily  diverted,  by.  his  phyficians,  from  fo  rafh 
and  hazardous  a  defign  ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  Italian  expedition 
was  prudently  entrufted  to  Ardaburius,  and  his  fon  Afpar,  who  had 
already  fignalifed  their  valour  againft  the  Perfians.  It  was  refolved, 
that  Ardaburius  fhould  embark  with  the  mfantry ;  whilft  Afpar,  at 
the  head  of  the  cavalr^^,  conducted  Placldia,  and  her  fon  Valenti- 
■nian,  along  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Hadriatic.  The  march  of  the  cavalry 
%yas  performed  with  fuch  a£tive  diligence,  that  they  furprifed,  with- 
out refiftance,  the  important  city  of  Aquileia ;  when  tlie  hopes  of 
Afpar  were  unexpededly  confounded  by  the  intelligence,  that  a 
ftorm  had  difpcrfed  the  Imperial  fleet ;  and  that  his  father,  with  only 
two  gallies,  was  taken  and  carried  a  prifoner  into  the  port  'bf  Ra- 
venna. Yet  this  incident,  unfortunate  as  it  might  feem,  facilitated 
the  conqueft  of  Italy.  Ardaburius  employed,  or  abufed,  the  cour- 
teous freedom,  which  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy,  to  revive  among 
the  troops  a  fenfe  of  loyalty  and  gratitude  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  con- 
fpiracy  was  ripe  for  execution,  he  invited  by  private  meflages,  and 
prefled  the  approach  of,  Afpar.  A  fhepherd,  whom  the  popular 
credulity  transformed  into  an  angel;  guided  the  Eaflern  cavalry,  by 

Vol.  III.  .     U  u  a  fecret, 
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CHAP,    a  fecret,   and,    it   was  thought,    an  impaflable   road,   through  the 

)\  XXlil* 

v_— ,~  ^    morafles  of  the  Po :    the  gates  of  Ravenna,  after  a  fhort  ftruggle, 
were  thrown  open ;  and  the  defencelefs  t}Tant  was  dehvered  to  the 
mercy,  or  rather  to  the  crueky,  of  the  conquerors.     His  right  hand 
was  firft  cut  off;    and,  after  he  had  been  expofed,  mounted  on  an 
afs,    to  the  pubUc  derifion,    John  was  beheaded  in  the  Circus  of 
Aquileia.     The  emperor  Theodofius,  when  he  received  the  news  of 
the  vi£tory,  interrupted  the  horfe-races  ;  and  fmging,  as  he  marched 
through  the  ftreets,  a  fuitable  pfalm,  conduded  his  people  from  the 
Hippodrome  to  the  church,  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  grateful  devotion '. 
Valentiniaii         In  a  monarchy,  which,  according  to  various  precedents,  might  be 
of  the  Weft,     confidered  as  eledtive,  or  hereditary,  or  patrimonial,  it  was  impof- 
.     .  425—   Q^^^  ^j^^j.  ^1^^  intricate  claims  of  female  and  collateral  fucceflion  fhould 
be  clearly  defined  * ;  and  Theodofius,  by  the  right  of  confanguinity, 
or  conqucft,  might  have  reigned  the  fole  legitimate  emperor  of  the 
-     Romans.     For  a  moment,  perhaps,   his  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the- 
profpe£t  of  unbounded  fway ;  but  his  indolent  temper  gradually  ac- 
quiefced  in  the  dictates  of  found  policy.    He  contented  himfelf  with, 
the  poffefiion  of  the  Eaft  ;  and  wifely  relinquiflhed  the  laborious  tafk, 
of  waging  a  dlftant  and  doubtful  v/ar  againft  the  Barbarians  beyond 
the  Alps ;   or  of  fecuring  the  obedience  of  the  Italians  and  Africans^ 
whofe  minds  were  alienated  by  the  irreconcileable  difference  of  lan- 
guage and  intereft.     Iiillead  of  liftening  to  the  voice  of  ambition^ 

'  For  tKefe  revolutions  of  the  Weftern  ♦  See  Giotius  de  Jure  Belli  et  Pads,  1.  ii.. 
empire,  confult  Olympiodor.  apud  Phot.  c.  7.  He  has  laborioufly,  but  vainly,  at- 
p.   192,    193.    196,    197.    2ao.      Sozomen,     tempted  to  form  a  reafonable  fyftem  of  jurif- 

1.  ix.  c.  16.     Socrates,  1.  vii.  2?,  24..     Phi-  ,  ^  ,  ■  j   jt     j 

,  „       .        ...  1    ^    I  r  prudence,  from   the  various  and  dilcordant 

loiTorgius,  1.  XII.  c.  10,   II.    and   Godefroy,  ,  •  >    , 

Piffertat.  p.  486.     Procopius,  de  Bell.  Van-  '"°'^"  °^  ^"^^^  fucceflion,  which  have  been 

dal.  1.  i.  c.  3.  p.  182,   183.      Theophanes,  introduced  by  fraud,  or  force,  by  ume,  or 

jn  Chronograph,  p.  72,  73.   and  the  Chro-  accident. 


«icjes. 
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Theodofius  rcfolvcd  to   imitate  the  moderation  of  his  c:randfather.    CHAP. 

XXXIII. 

and  to  feat  his  coufm  Valeutinian  on  the  throne  of  the  Weft.  The  ■■,  -^-m^ 
royal  infant  was  dillinguilhcd  at  Conflantinople  by  the  title  of  Nobt~ 
I'lJJtmus :  he  was  promoted,  before  his  departure  from  Theflalonica,. 
to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  Cafar ;  and,  after  the  conqueft  of  Italy, 
the  patrician  Helion,  by  the  authority  of  Theodofuis,  and  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fenate,  fainted  Valentinian  the  third  by  the  name  of 
Auguftus,  and  folemnly  invefted  him  with  the  diadem,  and  the  Im- 
perial purple  '.  By  the  agreement  of  the  three  females  who  governed 
the  Roman  world,  the  fon  of  Placidia  was  betrothed  to  Eudoxia, 
the  daughter  of  Theodofms  and  Athenais ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  lover 
and  his  bride  had  attained  the  age  of  puberty,  this  honourable  al- 
liance was  faithfully  accomplished.  At  the  fame  time,  as  a  compen- 
fation,  perhaps,  for  the  expences  of  the  war,  the  Weftcrn  Illyricum 
was  detached  from  the  Italian  dominions,  and  yielded  to  the  throne 
of  Conftantinople  \  The  emperor  of  the  Eaft  acquired  the  ufeful 
dominion  of  the  rich  and  maritime  province  of  Dalmatia,  and  the 
dangerous  fovereignty  of  Pannonia  and  Noricum,  w^hich  had  been 
filled  and  ravaged  above  twenty  years,  by  a  promifcuous  crowd  of 
Huns,  Oftrogoths,  Vandals,  and  Bavarians.  Theodofms  and  Va- 
lentinian continued  to  refpedt  the  obligations  of  their  public  and  do- 
meftic  alliance  ;  but  the  unity  of  the  Roman  government  was  finally 
diffolved.  By  a  pofitive  declaration,  the  validity  of  all  future  laws 
was  limited  to  the  dominions  of  their  peculiar  author ;  unlefs  he 
fhould  think  proper  to  communicate  them,  fubfcribed  with  his  own 
hand,  for  the  approbation  of  his  independent  colleague '. 

Valentinian, 

'    The  original   writers    are   not   agreed  de  I'Europe,    torn.  vii.    p.  292 — 300.)    has 

(fee  Muratori,  Annali  d'ltalia,    torn.  iv.    p.  eftablifhed  the   reality,    explained   the  mo- 

ijn.),  whether  Valentinian  received  the  Im-  tives,  and  traced   the  confequences,  of  this 

perial  diadem  at  Rome  or  Ravenna.     In  this  remarkable  cefTion. 

uncertainty,    I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  '    See   the  firft  Novel  of  Theodofius,   by 

feme  refpeft  was  fhewn  to  the  fenate.  which  he  ratifies  and  communicates  (A.  D. 

*  The  count  de  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peuples  438.)   the  Theodofun  Code.     About  forty 

U  u  2                                                            years 
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G  H  A  p.        Valentiman,  when  he  received  the  title  of  Auguftus,  was  no  more 

XXXIII 

, '_j    than  fix  years  of  age :  and   his  long  minority  was  entrufted  to  the 

donTf'his'     guardian  care  of  a  mother,  who  might  afiert  a  female  claim  to  the 
mother  Pia-     f^^^^^ff^Q^^  ^f  the  Wcftern  empire.     Placidia  envied,  but  fhe  could 
A.  D.  425—   ^^^  eqnal,  the  reputation  and  virtues  of  the  wife  and  fifter  of  Theo- 
dofius;  the  elegant  genius  of  Eudocia,  the  wife  and  fuccefsful  policy 
of  Pulcheria.     The  mother  of  Valentinian  was  jealous  of  the  power,, 
which  fhe  was  incapable  of  exercifmg*:    fhe   reigned  twenty-five 
years,  in  the  name  of  her  fon ;   and  the  character  of  that  unworthy 
emperor  gradually  countenanced  the  fufpicion,  that  Placidia  had  ener- 
vated his  youth  by  a  diffolute  education,  and  ftudioufly  diverted  his 
H"er  f.vo  ge-  attention  from   every  manly  and  honourable  purfuit.     Amidfl;  the 
andBonlface'  decay  of  military  fpirlt,  her  armies  were  commanded  by  two  ge- 
nerals,   Jitius '  and   Boniface  '°,  who  may  be  defervedly  named  as 
the  lafl  of  the  Romans.    Their  union  might  have  fupported  a  finking- 
empire;  their  difcord  was  the  fatal  and  immediate  caufe  of  the  lofs 
of  Africa.     The  invafion  and  defeat  of  Attila  has  immortalized  thfe 
fame  of  -/Etius ;  and  though  time  has  thrown  a  fhade  over  the  ex- 
ploits of  his  rival,  the  defence  of  Marfcelles^  and  the  deliverance  of 

years  before  that  time,  the  unity  of  legifla-  froy's  Diflertat.  p.  493,  &c.  ;.  and  Renatus 

tion  had  been  proved  by  an  exception.    The  Frigeridus,  apud  Gregor.  Turon.  ].  ii.  c.  8. 

Jews,  who  were  numerous   in  the  cities   of  in  torn.  ii.    p.  163.      The  father  of  ^tius 

Apulia  and  Calabria,  produced  a  law  of  the  was  Gaudentius,  an  illuftrious  citizen  of  the 

Eafttojuftify  their  exemption  from  munici-  province  of  Scythia,   and  mafler-general  of 

pal   offices    (Cod.   Thecd.    1.  xvi.    tit.  viii.  the  cavaliy  :  his  mother  was  a  rich  and  noble 

J«g-   '3-);    ^tJ    the  Weflern   emperor  was  Italian.     From  his  earlieft  youth,  ALtias,  as 

obliged  to  invalidate,  by  a  fpecial  edift,   the  a  foldier  and  a  hoftage,  had  converfed  with 

law,  quam  conftat  meis  partibus   efle  dam-  the  Barbarians, 
nofam.     Cod.  Theod.  1.  xi.  tit.  i.  leg.  lyS.         '°  For  the  charafter  of  Boniface,  fee  Olym- 

*    Calliodorius    (Variar.    1.   xi.     epift.    i.  piodorus,  apud  Phot.  p.  196.;  and  St.  Au- 

p.  238.)  haj  compared  the  regencies  of  Pla-  guftin,  apud  Tillemont,    Memoires  Ecclef. 

cidia  and    Amalafuntha.      He   arraigns  the  tom.  xiii.    p.  712  — 715.   886.     The   bifiiop 

weaknefs  of  the  mother  of  Valentinian,  and  of  Hippo  at  length  deplored  the  fall  of  his 

praifes  the  virtues  of  his  royal  miftrefs.     On  friend,  who,  after  a  folemn  vow  of  chaftity, 

this  occafion,  flattery  feems  to  have  fpoken  had  married  a  fecond  wife  of  the  Arian  fe£l, 

the  language  of  truth.  and  who  was  fu^efted  of  keeping  feveral 

'  thiloflorgius,  1.  xii.  c,  12-  and  Code-  concubines  in  his  houfe. 

Africa,, 
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Africa,  atteft  the  military  talents  of  count  Boniface.     In  the  field  of    C  H  A  P. 

XXXIII 
battle,  in  partial  encounters,  in  Tingle  combats,  he  was  ftill  the  terror 

of  the  Barbarians  :  the  clergy,  and  particularly  his  friend  Auguftin, 
were  edified  by  the  Chrifliah  piety,  which  had  once  tempted  him  to 
retire  from  the  world ;  the  people  applauded  his  fpotlefs  integrity ; 
the  army  dreaded  his  equal  and  inexorable  juftice,  which  may  be 
difplayed  in  a-veiy  fingular  example.  A  peafant,  who  complained 
of  the  criminal  intimacy  between  his  wife  and  a  Gothic  foldier,  was 
diredled  to  attend  his  tribunal  the  following  day :  in  the  evening  the 
count,  who  had  dihgently  informed  himfelf  of  the  time  and  place 
of  the  afligration,  mounted  his  horfe,  rode  ten  miles^  into  the  coun- 
try, furprifed  the  guilty  couple,  puniflied  the  foldier  with  inftant 
death,-  and  filenced  the  complaints  of  the  hufband,  by  prefenting  him, 
the  next  morning,  with  the  head  of  the  adulterer.  The  abilities  of 
jEtius  and  Boniface  might  have  been  ufefully  employed  againft  the 
pubhc  enemies,,  in  feparate  and  important  commands  ;  but  the  expe- 
rience of  their  paft  condudl  fliould  have  decided  the  real  favour  and 
confidence  of  the  emprefs  Placidia.  In  the  melancholy  feafon  of  her 
■exile  and  diftrefs,  Boniface  alone  had  maintained  her  caufe  with  un- 
shaken fidelity  ;  and  the  troops  and  treafures  of  Africa  had  efl!entially 
contributed  to  extinguifh  the  rebellion.  The  fame  rebelHon  had 
been  fupported  by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  -3itius,  who  brought  an 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  Huns  from  the  Danube  to  the  confines  of 
Italy,  for  the  fervice  of  the  ufurper.  The  untimely  death  of  John, 
compelled  him  to  accept  an  advantageous  treaty;  but  he  ftill  conti- 
nued, the  fubjedl  and  the  foldier  of  Valentinian,  to  entertain  a  fecret, 
perhaps  a  treafonable,  correfpondence,  with  his  Barbarian  allies,, 
whofe  retreat'  had  been  purchafed  by  liberal  gifts,  and  more  liberal 
promifes.  But  -£tius  pofTeffed  an  advantage  of  fingular  moment  in' 
a  female  reign  :  he  was  prefent :  he  befieged,.  with  artful  and  affidu- 
©us  flattery,  the  palace  of  Ravenna ;  difguifed  his  dark  defigns  with- 
5  the 
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CHAP,    the  mafic  of  loyalty  and  friendfhip  ;  and  at  length  deceived  both  hi« 

XXXIII. 
\ ,- ;    midrefs  and  his  ablent  rival,  by  a  fubtle  confpiracy,  which  a  weak 

Error  and  woman,  and  a  brave  man,  could  not  eafily  fufpedt.  He  fecretly 
rilfacc^in  °'  pcrfuaded  "  Placidia  to  recal  Boniface  from  the  government  of 
Africa,  Africa;   he  fecretly  advifed  Boniface  to  difobey  the  Imperial  fum- 

mons:  to  the  one,  he  reprefentcd  the  order  as  a  fentence  of  death; 
•to  the  other,  he  fbited  the  refufal  as  a  fignal  of  revolt ;  and  when  the 
credulous  and  unfufpcdlful  count  had  armed  the  province  in  his 
defence,  iEtius  applauded  his  fagacity  in  forefeeing  the  rebellionj 
which  his  own  perfidy  had  excited.  A  temperate  enquiry  into  the  real 
motives  of  Boniface,  would  have  reflored  a  faithful  fervant  to  his  duty 
and  to  the  republic  ;  but  the  arts  of  iEtius  ftill  continued  to  betray  and 
to  inflame,  and  the  count  was  urged,  by  perfecution,  to  embrace  the 
moft  defperate  counfels.  The  fuccefs  with  which  he  eluded  or  re- 
pelled the  firft  attacks,  could  not  infpire  a  vain  confidence,  that,  at  the 
head  of  fome  loofe,  diforderly  Africans,  he  fhould  be  able  to  withftand 
the  regular  forces  of  the  Weft,  commanded  by  a  rival,  whofe  mi- 
litary character  it  was  impolEble  for  him  to  defpife.  After  fome 
.hefitation,  the  laft  ftruggles  of  prudence  and  loyalty,  Boniface  dif- 
^patched  a  trufty  friend  to  the  court,  or  rather  to  the  camp,  of  Gon- 
deric,  king  of  the  Vandals,  with  the  propofal  of  a  ftridt  alliance, 
and  the  offer  of  an  advantageous  and  perpetual  fettlement. 
lie  invites  After  the  retreat  of  the  Goths,  the  authority  of  Honoriiis  had 

\_^j)  '^^  g_^'  obtained  a  precarious  eftablifliment  in  Spain  ;  except  only  in  the 
province  of  Gallicia,  where  the  Suevi  and  the  Vandals  had  fortified 
their  camps,  in  mutual  difcord,  and  hoftile  independence.  The 
Vandals  prevailed  ;  and  their  adverfaries  were  befieged  in  the  Ner- 

"  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  I.  c.  3,  fecut.  Vandal,  p.  420,  42i.)i    feems  agree- 

4.  p.  182  —  186.)  relates  tlie  fraud  of  jEtius,  able  to  the  praiStice  of  ancient  and  modern 

the  revolt  of  Boniface,  and  the  lofs  of  Africa,  courts,  and  would  be  naturally  revealed  by 

This  anecdote,  which  is  fupported  by  fome  the  repentance  of  Boniface, 
^collateral  teflimony  (fee  Ruinart,  Hill.  Per- 

vafian 
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vafian  hills,  between  Leon  and  Oviedo,  till  the  approach  of  Count    S^^vut^' 

Afterius  compelled,  or  rather  provoked,  the  vidorious  Barbarians  to  ' » ' 

remove  the  fccne  of  the  war  to  the  plains  of  Boetica.  The  rapid' 
progrefs  of  the  Vandals  foon  required  a  more  effeftual  oppofition  ; 
and  the  mafter-general  Caftinus  marched  againft  them  with  a  nu- 
merous army  of  Romans  and  Goths.  Vanquiflied  in  battle  by  an 
inferior  enemy,  Caftinus  fled  with  difhonour  to  Tarragona ;  and  this 
memorable  defeat,  which  has  been  reprefented  as  the  punifhment, 
v/as  moft  probably  the  effedl:,  of  his  rafla  prefumption '\  Seville 
and  Carthagena  became  the  reward,  or  rather  the  prey,  of  the  fero- 
cious conquerors  ;  and  the  veffels  which  they  found  in  the  harbour  of 
Carthagena,  might  eafily  tranfport  them  to  the  ifles  of  Majorca  and 
Minorca,  where  the  Spanifh  fugitives,  as  in  a  fecure  recefs,  had 
vainly  concealed  their  families  and  their  fortunes.  The  experience 
of  navigation,  and  perhaps  the  profpedl  of  Africa,  encouraged  the 
Vandals  to  accept  the  invitation  which  they  received  from  Count 
Boniface  J  and  the  death  of  Gonderie  ferved  only  to  forward  and 
animate  the  bold  enterprlfe.  In  the  room  of  a  prince,  not  confpi- 
cuous  for  any  fuperior  powers  of  the  mind  or  body,  they  acquired 
his  baftard  brother,  the  terrible  Genferic  "^ ;  a  name,  which,  in  the  Genfenc, 
deflrudlion  of  the  Roman  empu-e,  has  deferved  an  equal  rank  with  Vandnh,'  ' 
the  names  of  Alaric  and  Attila.  The  king  of  the  Vandals  is  de- 
fcribed  to  have  been  of  a  middle  ftature,  with  a  lamenefs  iii  one  leg, 

"  See  the  Chronicles  of  Profper  and  Ida-  animo   profundus,    fermone  rarus,    luxuris 

this.     Salvian   (de  Gubemat.  Dei,  l.vii.  p.  contemptor,  ira  turbidus  habendi,   cupidusj 

246.  Paris,  1608.)  afcribes  the  viftory  of  the  ad  folicitandas  gentes  providentillimus,    fe- 

Vandals  to  their  fuperior  piety.    They  failed,  mina  contentionum  jacere,  odia  mifcere  pa- 

they  prayed,  they  carried  a.  Bible  in  the  front  ratus.     Jornandes,  de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  33. 

of  the  Hoft,  with  the  defign,  perhaps,  of  re-  p.  657.     This  portrait,  which  is  drawn  with' 

proaching  the  perfidy  and  facrilege  of  their  fome  fkill,  and  a  ftrong  likenefs,  muft  have 

enemies.  been  copied  from  the  Gothic  hiftory  of  Caffio- 

'^  Gizericus  (his  name  is  varioufly  exprefi"-'  dorius. 
cd)  Aatura  mediocris  et  equi  casu  claudicans, 

6  which 
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CHAP. 
'  XXXIII. 


He  lands  in 
Africa, 
A.  D.  429, 
May, 


and  reviews 
•his  army, 
A.  D.  429. 


which  he  had  contradled  by  an  accidental  fall  from  his  horfe.  His 
flow  and  cautious  fpeech  fcldom  declared  the  deep  purpofes  of  his 
foul:  he  difdained  to  imitate  the  luxury  of  the  vanquiflicd  ;  hut  lie 
indulged  the  fterner  paflions  of  anger  and  revenge.  The  ambition 
of  Genferic  was  without  bounds,  and  without  fcruples  ;  and  the 
warrior  could  deiiteroufly  employ  the  dark  engines  of  policy  to  fo- 
licit  the  allies  who  might  be  ufeful  to  his  fuccefs,  or  to  fcatter  among 
his  enemies  the  feeds  of  hatred  and  contention.  Almoft  in  the  mo- 
ment of  his  departure  he  was  informed,  that  Hermanric,  king  of 
the  Suevi,  had  prefamed  to  ravage  the  Spanifli  territories,  which  he 
was  refolved  to  abandon.  Impatient  of  the  infult,  Genferic  pur- 
fued  the  hafty  retreat  of  the  Suevi  as  far  as  Merlda  ;  precipitated  the 
king  and  his  army  into  the  river  Anas,  and  calmly  returned  to  the 
fea-lhore,  to  embark  his  vidorlous  troops.  The  vefl'els  which  tranf- 
ported  the  Vandals  over  the  modern  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  a  chan- 
nel only  twelve  miles  in  breadth,  were  furnifhed  by  the  Spaniards, 
•who  anxioufly  wifhed  their  departure  ;  and  by  the  African  general, 
who  had  implored  their  formidable  afliftance  '^ 

Our  fancy,  fo  long  accuftomed  to  exaggerate  and  multiply  the 
martial  fwarms  of  Barbarians  that  feemed  to  ifTue  from  the  North, 
will  perhaps  be  furprlfed  by  the  account  of  the  army  which  Genfe- 
ric muftered  on  the  coafl  of  Mauritania.  The  Vandals,  who  in 
twenty  years  had  penetrated  from  the  Elbe  to  Mount  Atlas,  w^ere 
united  under  the  command  of  their  warlike  king  ;  and  he  reigned 
with  equal  authority  over  the  Alani,  who  had  pafl"ed,  within  the 
terra  of  human  life,  from  the  cold  of  Scythia  to  the  exceflive  heat  of 


'♦  See   the    Chronicle  of  Idatius.     That  confirmed  by  Ifidore,  another  Spanifhlurtiop, 

bifhop,    a    Spaniard    and    a    contemporary,  and  is  jultly  preferred  to  the  opinion  of  thofe 

places   the   paflage   of  the   Vandals  in   the  writers,  who  have  marked  for  that  event,  one 

month  of  May,   of  the   year  of  Abraham  of  the  t.vo  preceding  years.     See  Pagi  Cri- 

(which  commences  in  Oftober)  2444.     This  tica^  torn,  ii.  p.  205,  &:c. 
date,  which   coincide?  vvith  A.  D.  429,  is 

an 
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ail  African  climate.     The  hopes  of  the  bold  enteii^rlfe  had  excited    CHAP. 

many  brave  adventurers  of  the  Gothic  nation ;  and  many  defperate    »«— — v ' 

provincials  were  tempted  to  repair  their  fortunes  by  the  fame  means 
which  had  occafioned  their  ruin.  Yet  this  various  multitude  amounted 
only  to  fifty  thoufand  effedive  men;  and  though  Genferic  artfully 
magnified  his  apparent  ftrength,  by  appointing  eighty  chUiarchsy  or 
commanders  of  thoufands,  the  fallacious  increafe  of  old  men,  of 
children,  and  of  flaves,  would  fcarcely  have  fwelled  his  army  to  the 
number  of  fourfcore  thoufand  perfons'^  But  his  own  dexterity,  and 
the  difcontents  of  Africa,  foon  fortified  the  Vandal  powers,  by  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  numerous  and  adive  allies.  The  parts  of  Mauritania,  which  The  Moors. 
border  on  the  great  defert,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  were  filled  with 
a  fierce  and  untradable  race  of  men,  whofe  favage  temper  had  been 
exafperated,  rather  than  reclaimed,  by  their  dread  of  the  Roman  arms. 
The  wandering  Moors  '*,  as  they  gradually  ventured  to  approach  the 
fea-fhore,  and  the  camp  of  the  Vandals,  mull  have  viewed  with  terror 
and  aftonifhment  the  drefs,  the  armour,  the  martial  pride  and  difcipline 
of  the  unknown  ilrangers,  who  had  landed  on  their  coaft  ;  and  the 
fair  complexions  of  the  blue-eyed  warriors  of  Germany,  formed  a 
very  fingular  contraft  with  the  fwarthy  or  olive  hue,  which  is  de- 
rived from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  torrid  zone.  Afterthe  firfl: 
difficulties  had  in  fome  meafure  been  removed,  which  ai'ofe  from  the 
mutual  ignorance  of  their  refpedtive  language,  the  Moors,  regardlefs 

'5  Compare  Procopius   (Je  Bell.  Vandal.  "  For  the  manners  of  the  Moorsj  fee  Pro- 

1.  i.    c.  5.  p.  190.)  and  Viflor  Vitenfis  (de  copius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  ii.  c.  6.  p.  24.9.  ; 

Perfecutione  Vandal.   1.  i.  c.  i.  p.    3.   edit,  for  their  figure  and  complexion,  M.  de  Buf- 

Ruinart).     We  are  afTured  by  Idatius,   that  fon    (Hilloire  Natiirelle,  torn.  iii.  p.  430.). 

Genferic  evacuated   Spain,    cum    Vandalis  Procopius  fays  in   general,  that  the  Moors 

omnibus  eorumque  familiis  ;  and  Poffidius  (in  had  joined  the  Vandals  before  the  death  of 

Vit.  Auguftin.  c.  28.  apud  Ruinart,  p.  4^7.)  Valentinian  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  5.   p. 

defcribes  his  army,  as  manus  ingens  imma-  19c.);  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  indepcnd- 

nium  gentium    Vandalorum   et   Alanorum,  ent  tribes  did  not  embrace  any  uniform  fyftem 

commixtam  fecum  habens  Gothorum  gentem,  of  policy, 
aliarumque  diverfarum  perfonas. 

Vol.  III.  X  X  of 
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C  H  A  P.     of  any  future  confequence,  embraced  the  alliance  of  the  enemies  of 
t^...,,— _>    Rome;  and  a  crowd  of  naked   favages  ruihed  horn  the  woods  and 
vallies  of  Mount  Atlas,  to  fatiate  their  revenge  on  the  polifhed  ty- 
rants, who  had  injuriouHy  expelled  them  from  the  native  fovereignty 
of  the  land. 
The  Do-  The  perfecution  of  the  Donatifts  "  was  an  event  not  lefs  favourable 

aatifts. 

to  the  defigns  of  Genferic.  Seventeen  years  before  he  landed  in  Africa, 
a  public  conference  was  held  at  Carthage,  by  the  order  of  the  magiftrate. 
The  Catholics  were  fatisfied,  that,  after  the  invincible  reafons  which  they 
had  alleged,  the  obftinacy  of  the  fchifmatics  muft  be  inexcufable  and 
voluntary;  and  the  emperor  Honorius  was  perfuaded  to  infli£t  the 
moft  rigorous  penalties  on  a  fadion,  v/hich  had  fo  long  abufed  his 
patience  and  clemency.  Three  hundred  bifhops",  with  many  thou- 
lands  of  the  inferior  clergy,  were  torn  from  their  churches,  ftripped 
of  their  ecclefiaftical  poffeffions,  banilhed  to  the  iflands,  and  pro- 
fcribed  by  the  laws,  if  they  prefumed  to  conceal  themfelves  in  th& 
provinces  of  Africa.  Their  numerous  congregations,  both  in  cities 
and  in  the  country,  were  deprived  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  of 
the  exercife  of  religious  worfl^ip.  A  regular  fcale  of  fines,  from  ten 
to  two  hundred  pounds  of  fdver,  was  curioufly  afcertained,  accord- 
ing to  the  diftindions  of  rank  and  fortune,  to  punifli  the  crime  of 
affifting  at  a  fchifmatic  conventicle ;  and  if  the  fine  had  been  levied 
five  times,  without  fubduing  the  obftinacy  of  the  offender,  his  future 
punifhment  was  referred  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Imperial  court "'. 

''  See  Tillemont,  Memoires  Ecclef.  torn,  fent,   120  abfent,  befides   fixty-four   vacant 

xiii.   p.  516  —  558.  ;  and  the  whole  feries  of  biflioprics. 

the  perfecution,  in  the  original  monuments,  '*  The  fifth  title  of  the  fixteenth  book  of 

^            publifhed  by  DMpin   at  the  end  of  Optatus,  the  Theodofian  Code,  exhibits  a  feries  of  the 

-p  ,2? cic.  Imperial  laws  againft  the  Donatifts,  from  the 

"  The  Donatift  bifhops,  at  the  conference  year  400  to  the  year  428.     Of  thefe  the  54tK 

of  Carthage,    amounted  to  279;   and  they  law,  promulgated  by  Honorius,  A.  D.  414, 

aflerted,   that  their  whole  number  was  not  is  the  moft  fevereand  eftedual. 
kfs  than  40c.     The  Catholics  had  286  pie- 
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By  thefe  feverities,  which  obtained  tlic  warmeft  approbation  of  St. 
Auguftin  ",  great  numbers  of  Donatlfts  were  reconciled  to  the  Ca- 
tholic church  :  but  the  fanatics,  who  ftlll  perfevered  in  their  oppofi- 
tion,  were  provoked  to  madnefs  and  defpair ;  the  difl:ra£ted  country- 
was  filled  with  tumult  and  bloodflied  ;  the  armed  troops  of  Circum-, 
cellions  alternately  pointed  their  rage  againft  themfelves,  or  againfl: 
their  adverfaries ;  and  the  calendar  of  m.artyrs  received  on  both 
fides  a  confiderable  augmentation  ^'.  Under  thefe  clrcumflances, 
Genferic,  a  Chriftian,  but  an  enemy  of  the  orthodox  communion, 
Ihewed  himfelf  to  the  Donatifts  as  a  powerful  deliverer,  fi-om  v^rhom 
they  might  reafonably  expedl  the  repeal  of  the  odious  and  opprcffivc 
edi£ts  of  the  Roman  emperors".  The  conqueft  of  Africa  was  faci- 
litated by  the  aftive  zeal,' or  the  fecret  favour,  of  a  domeftic  fadion  ; 
the  wanton  outrages  againft  the  churches,  and  the  clergy,  of  which 
the  Vandals  are  accufed,  may  be  fairly  imputed  to  the  fanatlcifm  of 
t'heir  allies  ;  and  the  intolerant  fpirit,  which  difgraced  the  triumph  of 
Chriftianity,  contributed  to  the  lofs  of  the  inofl  important  province 
of  the  Weft". 


CHAP. 
XXXIII. 


"  St.  Auguftin  altered  his  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  proper  treatment  of  heretics. 
His  pathetic  declaration  of  pity  and  indul- 
gence for  the  Mmichxans,  has  been  inferted 
by  Mr.  Locke  (vol.  iii.  p.  469.)  among  the 
choice  fpecimens  of  his  common-place  book. 
Another  philofopher,  the  celebrated  Bayle 
(torn.  ii.  p.  445  —  496.),  has  refuted,  with 
fuperfluous  diligence  and  ingenuity,  the  ar- 
ouments,  by  which  the  bifliop  of  Hippo  j  uni- 
fied, in  his  old  age,  the  perfccution  of  the 
Donatifts. 

^^  See  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xlii. 
p.  586-592.  806.  The  Donatifts  boafted 
o(  thciifaudi  of  thefe  voluntary  martyrs.  Au- 
guilin  afferts,  and  probably  with  truth,  that 
ihefe  numbers  were  much  exaggerated  ;  but 
he  fternly  maintains,  that  it  was  better  that 
Jime  fhould  burn  themfelves  in  this  world, 


than   tliat  all  Ihould   burn  in   hell  fl-ames. 

^'  According  To  St.  Auguftin  and  Theo- 
doret,  the  Donatifts  were  inclined  to  the 
principles,  or  at  leaft  to  ihe  party,  of  ths 
Arians,  wliic'i  Genferic  fupported.  Tille- 
mont, Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  vi.  p.  68. 

^^  Sd-e  Baronius,  Anna!.  Ecclef.  A.  D. 
428.  N°  7.  A.  D.  439.  N°  35.  The  ckr- 
dinal,  though  more  inciiued  to  feek  thecaufe 
of  g, eat  events  in  heavi'n  than  on  the  earth, 
has  obferved  the  apparent  connexion  of  the 
Vandals  and  the  Donatifts.  Under  the  reign 
of  the  Barbarians,  the  fchifmatics  of  Africa 
enjoyed  an  obfcuic  peace  of  one  hi:ndred 
years ;  at  the  end  of  which,  we  may  again 
trace  them  by  the  light  of  the  Imperial  per- 
fecutions.  See  Tiliemont,  Mem.  Ecclef 
torn.  vi.  p.  192,  &c. 
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Tardy  re- 
pentance of 
Bjiiiface, 
A.  D.  430. 


The  court  and  the  people  were  aflonifhed  by  the  ilrange  Intelli- 
gence, that  a  virtuous  hero,  after  fo  many  favours,  and  fo  many 
fervices,  'had  renounced  his  allegiance,  and  invited  the  Barbarians  ta 
deftroy  the  province  entrufted  to  his  command.     The  friends  of  Bo- 
niface, who  flill  believed  that  his  criminal  behaviour  might  be  ex- 
cufed  by  fome  honourable  m>otive,  foliclted,  during  the  abfence  of 
^tlus,  a  free  conference  with  the  Count  of  Africa ;  and  Darius,  an 
officer  of  high  diftindion,  was  named  for  the  important  embafly  "*, 
In  their    firft   interview    at  Carthage,    the   imaginary   provocations, 
were   mutually  explained  ;  the  oppofite  letters    of  iEtius  were  pro- 
duced and  compared ;  and  the  fraud  was  eafily  detected.    Placidia  and 
Boniface  lamented   their  fatal   error ;  and  the  Count  had  fufficient 
magnanimity  to  confide  in  the  forgivenefs   of  his  fovereign,  or  to- 
expofe  his  head  to  her  future  refentment.     His  repentance  was  fer- 
vent and  fmcere ;  but  he  foon  difcovered,  that  it  was  no  longer  in. 
his  power  to  reflore  the  edifice  v/hich  he  had  fhaken  to  its  founda- 
tions.    Carthage,  and   the   Roman   garrifons,    returned    with    their 
general  to  the  allegiance  of  Valentinian  ;  but  the  reft  of  Africa  was 
ftill  diftra£led  with  war  and  faction  ;  and  the  inexorable  king  of  the 
Vandals,  diidaining  all  terms  of  accommodation,  flernly  refufed  to 
relinquifti  the   poffeffion  of  his  prey.     The  band  of  veterans,  who 
marched  under  the   ftandard  of  Boniface,    and   his  hafty  levies   of 
provincial  troops,  were  defeated  with  confiderable  lofs :  the  vid;o- 
rious  Barbarians  infulted  the  open  country ;  and  Carthage,  Cirta,  and 
Hippo  Regius,  were  the  only  cities  that  appeared  to  rife  above  the 
general  inundation. 


*♦  In  a  confidential  letter  to  Count  Boni-  even,  if  he  could  obtain  the  confent  of  his.- 
face,  St.  Auguilin,  without  examining  the  wife,  to  embrace  a  life  of  celibacy  and  pen- 
grounds  of  the  quarrel,  pioufly  exhorts  him  nance  (Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiii. 
to  difcharge  the  duties  of  a  Chriftian  and  a  p.  8go.).  The  bifhop  was  intimately  con- 
fubjeft  ;  to  extricate  hinifelf  without  delay  nefted  with  Darius,  the  minifter  of  peace 
fxom  his  dangerous  and  guilty  fituation  ;  and  (Ido.tom.  xiii.  p.  928.). 

The. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  341 

The  loEiff  and"  narrow  trad  of  the  African  coaft  was  filled  with    CHAP. 

XXXIII 

frequent  monuments    of  Roman  art   and    magnificence  ;    and   the    < , — '-' 

refpedive  degrees  of  improvement  might  be  accurately  meafured  by  Africa!"^"  ° 
the  diftance  from  Carthage  and  the  MediteiTanean.  A  fimple  reflec- 
tion will  imprefs  every  thinking  mind  with  the  cleareft  idea  of  ferti- 
lity and  cultivation  :  the  country  was  extremely  populous ;  tlie 
inhabitants  referved  a  liberal  fubfiftence  for  their  own  ufe ;  and  the 
annual  exportation,  particularly  of  wheat,  was  fo  regular  and  plen- 
tiful, that  Africa  deferv^ed  the  name  of  the  common  granary  of  Rome 
and  of  mankind.  On  a  fudden,  the  feven  fruitful  provinces,  from 
Tangier  to  Tripoli,  were  overwhelmed  by  the  invafion.  of  the  Van- 
dals ;  whofe  deftrudive  rage  has  perhaps  been  exaggerated  by 
popular  animofity,  religious  zeal,  and  extravagant  declamation.  War,, 
in  its  faireft  form,  implies  a  perpetual  violation  of  humanity  and 
juftice  ;  and  the  hoftilities  of  Barbarians  are  inflamed  by  the  fierce 
and  lawlefs  fpirit  which  inceilantly  difl:urbs  their  peaceful  and 
domeftic  fociety.  The  Vandals,  where  they  found  refiftance,  feldom 
gave  quarter;  and  the  deaths  of  their  valiant  countrymen  were  ex- 
piated by  the  ruin  of  the  cities  under  whofe  walls  they  had  fallen. 
Carelefs  of  the  diftindions  of  age,  or  fex,  or  rank,  they  employed 
every  fpecies  of  indignity  and  torture,  to  force  from  the  captives  a 
difcovery  of  their  hidden  wealth.  The  fl:ern  policy  of  Genferic  juflii- 
fied  his  frequent  examples  of  militaiy  execution  :  he  was  not  alv/ays 
the  mafter  of  his  own  pafl^ions,  or  of  thofe  of  his  followers ;  and- 
the  calamities  of  war  were  aggravated  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
Moors,  and  the  fanaticifm  of  the  Donatifts.  Yet  I  fhall  not  eafily 
be  perfuaded,  that  it  was  tne  common  pradice  of  the  Vandals  to 
extirpate  the  olives,  and  other  fruit-trees,  of  a  country  where  they 
intended  to  fettle  :  nor  can  I  believe  that  it  was  a  ufual  fl:ratagem  to 
flaughter  great  numbers  of  their  prifoners  before  the  walls  of  a  be- 
fieged  city,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  infeding  the  aii',  and  producing 

a  pefti- 
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CHAP,    a   peflllence,    of  which   they  themfelves  muft;  have  been  the  fuft 

XXXill.  .     .         1 

V — -,/- /    vidians  ". 

Siege  of  Hip-       The  generous  mind  of  Count  Boniface  was  tortured  by  the  exqui- 
A.'d.  430,     ^'^   diftrefs  of  beholding  the  ruin,   which  he  had  occafioncd,   and 
May.        whofe  rapid  progrefs  he  was  unable  to  check.     After  the  lofs  of  a 
battle,  he  retired  into  Hippo  Regius;  where  he  was  immediately 
befieged  by  an  enemy,  who  confidered  him  as  the  real  bulwark  of 
Africa.     The  maritime  colony  of  Hippo'^^^  about  two  hundred  miles 
weftward  of  Carthage,  had  formerly  acquired  the  diftinguifhing  epi- 
thet of  Regius,  from  the  refidence   of  Numidian  kings ;  and  fomo 
remains  of  l^ade  and  populoufnefs  ftill  adhere  to  the  modern  city, 
which  is  known  in  Europe  by  the  corrupted  name  of  Bona.     The 
military  labours,  and  anxious  refledtions,  of  Count  Boniface,  were 
alleviated  by  the  edifying  converfation  of  his  friend  St.  Auguftin  " ; 
till  that  bilhop,  the   light  and   pillar  of  the  Catholic   church,  was 
Death  of  St.  gently  releafed,  in  the  third  month  of  the  fiege,  and  in  the  feventy- 
A.^D.  410      fixth  year  of  his  age,  from  the  adtual  and  the  impending  calamities 
Auguft  28.      pf  ^jg  country.     The  youth  of  Auguftin  had  been  ftained  by  the 
vices  and  errors,  which  he  fo  ingenuoufly  confefles ;  but  from  the 

^^  The  original  complaints  of  the  defola-  The  old  Hippo  Regius  was  finally  deftroyed 

•tion  of  Alrica  are  contained,    i.  In  a  letter  by  the  Arabs  in  the   feventli  century  ;   but  a 

from   Capreolus,  bifhop  of  Carthage,  to  ex  new  town,  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles,  was 

cufe  his  abfence  from  the  council  of  Ephefus  buik  with  the  materials  ;  and  it  contained,  in 

(jp.  Rulnart,  p.  4.29.).     2.  In  the  life  of  St.  the  fixteenth  century,  about  three  hundred 

Au3u:lln,  by  his  friend  and  colleague  Pof-  families  of  induftrious,    but  turbulent,  ma- 

fiJius    (ap.    Ruin:irt,   p.   427.).     3.    In    the  nufadurers.     The  adjacent    territor-    is  re- 

Hiftory  of  the  Vandalic  Perfecution,  by  Yic-  nowned  for  a  pure   air,    a   fertile  foil,  and 

tor  Vitenfis   (I.  i.  c.  i.   z,   3.  edit.  Ruinart).  plenty  of  exquifite  fruits. 

The  laft  pidlure,  which  was  drawn  fixty  years  *'  The   life   of  St.  Auguftin,    by  Tille- 

.-ifter  the  event,  is  more  exprelTive  of  the  au-  mont,  fills   a  quarto  volume  .(Mem.  Ecclef. 

thor's  pafilons  than  of  the  truth  of  fafts.  torn,  xiii.)  of  more  than  one  thoufand  pages ; 

-^  tiee  Cellarlus,  Geograph.   Antiq.  torn,  and  the  diligence  of  that  learned  Janfenill 

ii.  part  ii.  p.  liz.    Leo  African,  in  Ramufio,  was   excited,   on     this   occafion,  by   faftious 

torn.  i.  fol.  70.     L'Afrique  deMarmoI.  torn,  and    devout  zeal    for   the  founder    of    hi» 

ii.  p.  434.  437.     Shaw's  Travels,  p.  46,  47.  feft. 
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moment  of  his  converfion^  to  that  of  his  deatfi,  tlie  manners-of  the    C  H  A  ?► 
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bifliop  of  Hippo  were  pure  and  auftere;  and  the  moft  confpicuous 

of  his  virtues  was  an  ardent  zeal  againft.  heretics  of  every  denomi-^ 

nation  ;  the  Manichseans,  the  Donatifts,  and   the  Pelagian?,,  againft 

whom   he   waged  a   perpetual  controverfy.     When  the  city,  fome. 

months  after  his  death,  was  burnt  by  the  Vandals,  the  library  was 

fortunately  faved,    which   contained  his  voluminous  writings;  two 

hundred  and    thirty-two  feparate   books  or    treatifes  on  theological 

fubjedls,  befides  a  complete  expofition  of  the  pfalter  and  the  gofpel, 

and  a  copious  magazine  of  epiflles  and  homilies ''\     According   to 

the  judgment  of  the  moft  impartial  critics,  the  fuperficial  learning  of 

Auguftin    was  coniined    to   the   Latin  language  ^';    and    his    ftylcj 

though  fometiraes  animated  by  the  eloquence   of  paffion,  is  iifually 

clouded  by  filfe  and  affe£ted   rhetoric.     But  he  pofleffed  a  flrong^ 

capacious,  argumentative  mind  ;   he  boldly  founded  the  dark  abyfs  of 

grace,    predeftination,   free-will,    and   original   fm  ;     and    the    rigid 

fyftem  of   Chriflianity   which   he   framed   or    reftored  ^°,   has   bce;i 

entertained,  with  public  applaufe,  and  fecret  reludtance,,  by  the  Latin 

church". 

By, 

-^  Such  at  lead  is  the  account  of  Viftor  Platoiiiits  In  a  Latin  verfion  (ConfefT.  vii.  9.). 
Vitenfis  (dc  Perfecut.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  3.)  ;  Some  modern  critics  have  thought,  that  his 
though  Gennadius  feems  to  doubt  whether  ignorance  of  Greek  difiualified  him  from 
any  perfon  had  read,  or  even  collefted,  all  expounding  the  fcriptures  ;  and  Cicero  or 
the  works  of  St.  Auguftin  (See  Hieronym.  Quintilian  would  have  required  the  know- 
Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  319.  in  Catalog.  Scriptor.  ledge  of  that  language  in  a  profeflbr  of  rhe- 
Ecclef.).  They  have  been  repeatedly  printed  ;  toric. 

and  Dupin  (Bibliotheque  Ecclef.  torn.  iii.  p.  ^*  Thefe  queftions  were  feldom  agitated, 
158—257.)  has  given  a  large  and  fatisfaftory  from  the  time  ofSt.  Paul  to  that  of  St.  Au- 
abftradl  of  them,  as  they  lland  in  the  laft  guftin.  I  am  informed  that  the  Greek  fa- 
edition  of  the  Benediftines.  My  perfonal  thers  maintain  the  natural  fentiments  of  the 
acquaintance  with  the  bifliop  of  Hippo  does  Semi-pelagians  ;  and  that  the  orthodoxy  of 
not  extend  beyond  the  Confejjioni,  and  the  St.  Auguftin  was  derived  from  the  IVIanichsan  • 
City  of  God.  fchool. 

*'  In  his  early  youth  (Confeff.  i.  14.)   St.  ^'   The  church    of   Rome   has    canonifed 

Auguftin  difliked  and  neglefted  the  ftudy  of  Auguftin,  and  reprobated   Calvin.     Yet  as 

Creek  ;.and  he  frankly  owns  that  he  read  the  the  ;v«/ difference  between  them  is  invifibla 

evea . 
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Defeat  and 
retreat  of 
Boniface, 
A.  D.  431. 


By  the  fkill  of  Boniface,  and  perhaps  by  the  Ignorance  of  the 
Vandals,  the  fiege  of  Hippo  was  protra£ted  above  fourteen  months : 
the  fea  was  continually  open  ;  and  when  the  acjacent  countiy  had 
been  exhaufted  by  irregular  rapine,  the  befiegers  themfelves  were 
compelled  by  famine  to  relinquifh  their  enterprife.  The  importance 
and  danger  of  Africa  were  deeply  felt  by  the  regent  of  the  Weft. 
Placidia  implored  the  afliftance  of  her  eaftern  ally  ;  and  the  Italian 
fleet  and  army  were  reinforced  by  Afpar,  who  failed  from  Conftan- 
tinople  with  a  powerful  armament.  As  foon  as  the  force  of  the 
two  empires  was  united  under  the  command  of  Boniface,  he  boldly 
marched  againft  the  Vandals  ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  fecond  battle  irre- 
trievably decided  the  fate  of  Africa.  He  embarked  with  the  precipi- 
tation of  defpair ;  and  the  people  of  Hippo  were  permitted,  with 
their  families  and  effe£ts,  to  occupy  the  vacant  place  of  the  foldiers, 
the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  either  flain  or  made  prifoners  by  the 
Vandals.  The  Count,  whofe  fatal  credulity  had  wounded  the  vitals 
of  the  republic,  might  enter  the  palace  of  Ravenna  with  fome 
anxiety,  which  was  foon  removed  by  the  fmiles  of  Placidia.  Boni- 
face accepted  with  gratitude  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  the  dignity 
of  mafter-general  of  the  Roman  armies  ;  but  he  muft  have  blufhed 
at  the  fight  of  thofe  medals,  in  which  he  was  reprefented  with  the 
name  and  attributes  of  vidory*^.     The  difcovery  of  Iiis  fraud,  the 


even  to  a  theological  microfcops  5  the  Mo- 
linift's  are  opprefled  by  the  authirhy  of  the 
faint,  and  the  Janfenifts  are  difgraced  by  their 
refemblance  to  the  heretic.  In  the  mean 
while  the  Proteftant  Arminians  Hand  aloof, 
and  deride  the  mutual  perplexity  of  the  dif- 
putants  (See  a  curious  Review  of  the  Con- 
troverfy,  by  Le  Clerc,  Eibliotheque  Univer- 
felle,  torn.  xiv.  p.  144  —  398.).  Perhaps  a 
reafoner  flill  more  independent,  may  fmile  in 
his  turn,  when  he  perufes  an  Arminian  Com- 
jnentary  on  the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans. 


^^  Ducange,  Fam.  Byzant.  p.  67.  On  one 
fide,  the  head  of  Valentinian  ;  on  the  reverfe, 
Boniface,  with  a  fcourge  in  one  hand,  and  a. 
palm  in  the  other,  Handing  in  a  triumphal 
car,  which  is  drawn  by  four  horfes,  or,  in 
another  medal,  by  four  flags ;  an  unlucky  em- 
blem !  I  ftiould  doubt  whether  another  ex- 
ample can  be  found  of  the  head  of  a  fubjeft 
on  the  reverfe  of  an  Imperial  medal.  See 
Science  des  Medailles,  by  the  Pere  Jobert, 
torn.  i.  p.  132— ijo.  edit,  of  1739,  by  the 
Baron  de  la  Baftle. 
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dlfpleafure  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  diftinguifhed  favour  of  his  rival,  *^vV Ir^* 
exafpcrated  the  haughty  and  perfidious  foul  of  jEtius.  He  haftily  <-  ■■<-  -J 
returned  from  Gaul  to  Italy,  with  a  retinue,  or  rather  with  an  army, 
of  Barbarian  followers;  and  fuch  was  the  we-aknefs  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  the  two  generals  decided  their  private  quarrel  in  a  bloody 
battle.  Boniflice  was  fuccefsful ;  but  he  received  in  the  conflicl  a 
mortal  wound  from  the  fpear  of  his  adverfary,  of  which  he  expired  His  death, 
within  a  few  days,  in  fuch  Chriftiaa  and  charitable  fentiments,  that 
he  exhorted  his  wife,  a  rich  heirefs  of  Spain,  to  accept  ^tius  for 
her  fecond  hufband.  But  TEtius  could  not  derive  any  immediate 
advantage  from  the  generofity  of  his  dying  enemy :  he  was  pro- 
claimed a  rebel  by  the  juflice  of  Placidia  ;  and  though  he  attempted 
to  defend  fome  ftrong  fortrefles  eredled  on  his  patrimonial  efbte,  the 
Imperial  power  foon  compelled  him  to  retire  into  Pannonia,  to  the 
tents  of  his  faithful  Huns.  The  republic  was  deprived,  by  their  mutual 
difcord,  of  the  fervice  of  her  two  mofl:  illuftrious  champions  ". 

It   might  naturally  be  expedled,    after  the    retreat    of   Boniface,  Progrefs  of 
that  the  Vandals  would  atchieve,  without  refiftance  or  delay,  the  in  Africa, 
conqueft  of  Africa.     Eight  years  however  elapfed,  from  the  evacua-      "     '  "^^  " 
tion    of  Hippo  to  tlie   reducStion    of    Carthage.      In    the   midfl:   of 
that  interval,  the  ambitious   Genferic,  in  the  full  tide  of  apparent 
profperity,  negociated  a  treaty  of  peace,   by  which  he  gave  his  fon 
Hunneric   for  an  hoftage;  and  confented  to  leave  the  Weftern  em.- 
peror  in  the  undifturbed  poffeffion  of  the  three  Mauritanias  '*.     This   \ 

^'  Proccpius   (de   Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i    c.  3.  c.  4.  p.  186.     Valentinian  publifhed  feveral 

p.  18;.)  continues  the  hi llory  of  Boniface  no  humane   laws,   to  relieve  the  diftrefs   of  his 

farther  than   his  return  to  Italy.     His  death  Numidian  and  Mauritanian  fubjefls ;  he  dif- 

is   mentioned  by   Profper  and  Marcellinus ;  charged  them,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the 

the  expreflion  of  the  latter,  that  y^rtius,  the  payment  of  their  debts,  reduced  their  tribute 

day   before,    had    provided   himfelf  with    a  to  one-eighth,  and  gave  them  a  right  of  ap- 

/c«ffr  fpear,  implies  fomelhing  liiie  a  rcguLar  peal   f-om  their  provincial  magiftra:es  to  the 

duel.  ,  pra:feiSl  of  Rome.      Cod.   Theod.    torn.  vi. 

'*  See  Procopius,  de  Bell.   Vandal.  1.   i.  Novell,  p.  11,    12. 

Vol.  III.  Y  y  moderation, 
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CHAP,    moderation,  which  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  iuftice,  muft  be  afcribed 
XXXIII.  '  t  J  ' 

V. — r-~j  to  the  poUcy,  of  the  conqueror.  His  throne  was  encompaffed  with 
domeftic  enemies  ;  \A\o  accufcd  the  bafenefs  of  his  birth,  and  aflerted 
the  legitimate  claims  of  his  nephews,  the  fons  of  Gonderic.  Thofe 
nephews,  indeed,  he  i'acrificed  to  his  fafety  ;  and  their  mother,  the 
widow  of  the  deceafed  king,  was  precipitated,  by  his  order,  into  the 
river  Ampfaga.  But  the  public  difcontent  burft  forth  in  dangerous 
and  frequent  confpiracies  ;  and  the  warlike  tyrant  is  fuppofed  to 
have  fhed  more  Vandal  blood  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  than 
in  the  field  of  battle^'.  The  convuliions  of  Africa,  which  h^d  fa- 
voured his  attack,  oppofed  the  firm  eftablifl-iment  of  his  power  ;  and 
the  various  feditions  of  the  Moors  and  Germans,,  the  Donatifts  and 
Catholics,  continually  difturbed,  or  tlareatened,  the  unfettled  reign 
of  the  conqueror.  As  he  advanced  towards  Carthage,  he  was  forced 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Weftern  provinces  ;  the  fea-coaft 
was  expofed  to  the  naval  enterprifes  of  the  Romans  of  Spain  and 
Italy  ;  and,  in  the  heart  of  Numidia,  the  flrong  inland  city  of  Corta 
ftill  perfifled  in  obilinate  independence  ^*.  Thefe  difficulties  were 
gradually  fubdued  by  the  fpirit,  the  perfeverance,  and  the  cruelty  of 
Genferic ;  who  alternately  applied  the  arts  of  peace  and  war  to  the 
eftablilhment  of  his  African  kingdom.  He  fubfcribed  a  folemn 
treaty,  vrith  the  hope  of  deriving  fome  advantage  from  the  term  of 
its  continuance,  and  the  moment  of  its  violation.  The  vigilance  of 
his  enemies  was  relaxed  by  the  proteftations  of  fi-iendfliip,  which 
concealed  his  hoftile  approach ;  and  Carthage  was  at  length  furprifed 
by  the  Vandals,  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  years  after  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  the  city  and  i-epublic  by  the  younger  Scipio". 

*'  Viflor   Vitenfls,  de   Perfecut.   Vandal.  "  See  the  Chronicles  of  Idat'us,   ITidore, 

1.  ii.  c.  5.  p.  26.     The  cruelties  of  Genferic  Profper,   and  Marcellinus,     They  mark  the 

towards  his  fubjefts,  are  ftrongly  expreffed  in  fame  year,  but  different  days,  for  the  furprifal 

Profper's  Chronicle,  A.  D.  442.  of  Carthage^ 

^^  Poffidias,  in  Vit.  Auguflinj  c.  2S.  apud 
Ruinart,  p.  42 8> 

A  new 
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A  new  city  had  arilen  from  Its  ruins,  with  the  title  of  a  colony ;     C  H  A  P. 

XXXIIl 
and  though  Carthage  might  yield  to  the  royal  prerogatives  of  Con-    v— -^^ Lt 

ftautinople,  and  perhaps  to  the  trade  of  Alexandria,  or  the  fplendor  Theyfurprife 
of  Antioch,  fhe  ftill  maintained  the  fecond  rank  in  the  Weft  ;  as  the   A.  D.  439, 
Rome   (if  v/e  may   ufe  the  ftyle  of  contemporaries)  of  the   African        °  ^^  '* 
■world.     That   wealthy  and   opulent    metropolis  "   difplayed,   in    a 
dependent  condition,  the  image  'of  a  floiu-ilhing  republic.      Carthage 
contained  the  manufactures,  the  arms,  and  tlie  treafures  of  the  fix 
provinces.     A  regular  fubordination  of  civil  honours,  gradually  af- 
cendcd  from  the  procurators  of  the  ftreets  and  quarters  of  the  city, 
to  the  tribunal   of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,   who,  with   the   title  of 
proconful,  reprefented  the  ftate  and  dignity  of  a  conful  of  ancient 
Rome.     Schools  and  gymnafia  w^ere  inftituted  for  the  education  of 
the  African  youth  ;  and  the  liberal  arts  and  manners,  grammar,  rhe- 
toric, and  philofophy,  were  publicly  taught  in  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages.     The  buildings  of   Carthage   were    uniform   and    mag- 
nificent: a  Ihady  grove  was  planted  in  the  midft  of  the  capital;  the  " 
new  port,  a  fecure  and  capacious   harbour,   was   fubfervient  to  the 
commercial    induftry  of  citizens  and   ftrangers  ;    and  the   ii^lendld 
games  of  the  Circus  and  theatre  were  exhibited  almoft  In  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Barbarians.     The  reputation  of  the  Carthaginians  was 
not  equal  to  that  of  their  country,  and  the  reproach  of  Punic  faith 
flill   adhered  to  their  fubtle  and  falthlefs  character  ^'.     The  habits  of 
trade,  and  the  abufe  of  Luxury,  had  corrupted  their  manners;  but 

^'  Thepiftureof  Cnrthage,  as  itiJouriflied  but  only  a  gynecxum,  or  female  manufac- 

in    the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  is   taken  ture. 

from  the  Expofitio  totius  Mundi,  p.  17,   18.         ^'  The  anonymous  author  of  the  Expofitio 

in  the  third  volume  of  Hudfon's  Minor  Geo-  totius   Mundi,    compares,    in    his    barbarous 

graphers,  from  Aufonius  de  Claris  Urbibus,  Latin,  the  cotmtry  and  the  inhabitants ;  and, 

p.  2z8,  229.  ;  and  principally  from  Salvian,  after   ftigmatifing    their  want  of   faith,    he 

de  GubernationeDei,  1.  vii.  p.  257,  258.     I  coolly  concludes,  Difficile   autem   inter  cos 

am  furprifed  that  the  Notitia  lliould  not  place  invenitur  bonus,  tamen  in  multis  pauci  boni 

cither  a  mint,  or  an  arfenal,  at  Carthage  ;  efle  poflunt.  P.  18. 

Y  y  2  their 
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CHAP,  their  impious  contempt  of  monks,  and  the  fhamelers  practice  of  un- 
natural  lufts,  are  the  two  abominations  which  excite  the  pious  ve- 
hemence of  Salvian,  the  preacher  of  the  age  *°.  The  king  of  the 
Vandals  feverely  reformed  the  vices  of  a  voluptuous  people ;  and 
the  ancient,  noble,  ingenuous,  freedom,  of  Carthage  (thefe  expreflions 
of  Vi(3:or  are  not  without  energy),  was  reduced  by  Genferic  into  a 
ftate  of  ignominious  fervitude.  After  he  had  permitted  his  licentious 
troops  to  fatiate  their  rage  and  avarice,  he  inftituted  a  more  re- 
gular fyftem  of  rapine  and  opprefTion,  An  edidt  was  promulgated, 
which  enjoined  all  perfons,  without  fraud  or  delay,  to  deliver  their 
gold,  filver,  jewels,  and  valuable  furniture  or  apparel,  to  the  royal 
officers  ;  and  the  attempt  to  fecrete  any  part  of  their  patrimony,  was 
inexorably  punifhed  with  death  and  torture,  as  an  adi  of  treafon 
againft  the  flate.  The  lands  of  the  proconfular  province,  which 
formed  the  immediate  difl:i-i£l  of  Carthage,  were  accurately  mea- 
fured,  and  divided  among  the  Barbarians;  and  the  conqueror  re- 
ferved  for  his  peculiar  domain,  the  fertile  territory  of  Byzacium,  and 
the  adjacent  parts  of  Numidia  and  Getulia*'. 

It  was  natural  enough  that  Genferic  fhould  hate  thofe  whom  he 
had  injured  :  the  nobility  and  fenators  of  Carthage  were  expofed 
to  his  jealoufy  and  refentment  ;  and  all  thofe  who  refufed  the  igno- 
minious terms,  which  their  honour  and  religion  forbade  them  to 
accept,  were  compelled  by  the  Arian  tyrant  to  embrace  the  condition 
of  perpetual  banifhment.     Rome,    Italy,  and  the  provinces  of  the 


African 
exiles  and 
captives. 


*°  He  declares,  that  the  peculiar  vices  of 
each  country  were  collefted  in  the  fink  of 
Carthage  (l.vii.  p.  257.).  In  the  indulgence 
of  vice,  the  Africans  applauded  their  manly 
virtue.  Et  illi  fe  magis  virilis  fortitudinis 
efle  creierent,  qui  maxime  viros  foeminei 
usus  probrofitate  fregiflbnt  (p.  26S.).  The 
ftrents  of  Carthage  were  polluted  by  effemi- 
nate  wretches,    who  publicly   aflbmed    the 


countenance,  the  drcfs,  and  the  charafler 
of  women  (p.  264..).  If  a  monk  appeared 
in  the  city,  the  holy  man  was  .jurfued  with 
impious  fcorn  and  ridicule  ;  deteftantibus  ri- 
dentiumcachinnis  (p.  289.). 

*'  Compare  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Vandal. 
I.  i.  c.  5.  p.  189,  190.  ;  and  Viflor  Vitenfis, 
de Perfecut.  Vandal.  1.  i.e.  4. 

Eaft. 
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Eaft,  were  filled  witli  a  crowd  of  exiles,  of  fugitives,  and  of  Ingenuous    S^  y-A/" 
captives,  who   folicited  the  public  compafTion:  and   the  benevolent 
cpiftles   of  Theodoret,  ftill  prefei-ve  the   names  and  misfortunes   of 
Cseleftian   and    Maria  '^\     The  Syrian   bifhop   deplores  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Cseleftian,  who,  from  the  ftate  of  a  noble  and  opulent  fcna-' 
tor  of  Carthage,  was  reduced,  with  his  wife  and  family,  and  fervants, 
to  beg  his  bread  in  a  foreign  country  ;  but  he  applauds  the  refig- 
.  nation  of  the  Chriftian  exile,  and  the   philofophic  temper,    which, 
under  the  prefTure  of  fuch  calamities,  could  enjoy  Tnore  real  happi- 
nefs,  than  was  the  ordinary  lot  of  wealth  and  profperity.     The  ftory 
of  Maria,  the  daughter  of  the  magnificent  Eudasmon,  is  fmgular  and 
interefting.     In  the  fack  of  Carthage,   fhe  was  purcliafed  from  the 
Vandals  by  fome  merchants  of  Syria,  who  afterwards  fold  her  as  a 
flave  in  their  native  country.     A  female  attendant,  tranfported  in  the 
fame  fhlp,  and  fold  in  the  fame  family,  ftill  continued   to  refpeft  a 
miftrefs  whom  fortune  had  reduced  to  the  common  level  of  fervi- 
tudc  ;  and  the  daughter  of  Eudsemon  received   from   her  grateful 
affedllon  the  dome  flic  fervices,  which  flie  had  once  required   from 
her  obedience.      This  remarkable  behaviour  divulged  the  real  condi- 
tion of  Maria  ;   who,  in  the  abfence  of  the  biliaop  of  Cyrrhus,  was^ 
redeemed  from  flavery  by  the  gencrofity  of  fome  foldiers  of  the  gar- 
rifon.     The  liberality  of  Theodoret  provided  for  her  decent  mainte- 
nance ;  and  fhe  pafled  ten  months  among  the   deaconeffes  of  the 
church;  till  fhe   was  unexpectedly  informed,  that  her  father,  who 
had   efcaped  from   the  ruin   of  Carthage,    exercifed  an  honourable 
oflSce  in  one  of  the  Weftern  provinces.      Her  filial  impatience  was 
feconded   by   the  pious   bifhop  ;   Theodoret,  in  i  letter  ftill  extant, 
recommends  Maria  to  the  bifhop  of  iEgse,  a  maritime  city  of  Cilicia, 
which  was  frequented,  during  the  annual  fair,  by  the  veffels  of  the 

*^  Ruinart  (p.  444— 457.)   has  collcftpd     fortunes,  real  and  fabulous,  of  the  inhabitants 
from  Theodoret,  and  other  authors,  the  mif-     of  Carthage. 


Weft: 


s 
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^vvv^ii^'    ^^cft ;  moft  earneftly  requefting,  that   his  colleague  would  ufe  the 
u — M~.-/    maiden  with  a  tendernefs  fuitable  to  her  birth ;  and  that  he  would 
entruft  her  to  the  care  of  fuch  faithful  merchants,  as  would  efteem 
it   a  fufiicient  gain,  if  they  reflored  a  daughter,  loft  beyond  all  hu- 
man hope,  to  the  arms  of  iier  afflided  parent. 
^  Fable  of  the         Amone  the  infipid  legends  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  I  am  temnted 

feven  Ileep-  ...  r  &  j  i 

•^ts.  to  dlftinguifh  the  memorable  fable  of  the  SEVi- N  Sleepers"'  :  whofe 

imaginary  date  correfponds  with  the  reign  of  the  younger  Theo- 
dofms,  and  the  conqueft  of  Africa  by  the  Vandals  ''^  When  the 
emperor  Decius  perfecuted  the  Ghriftians,  feven  noble  youths  of 
Ephefus  concealed  themfelves  in  a  fpacious  cavern  in  the  fide  of 
an  adjacent  mountain  ;  where  they  were  doomed  to  perifh  by  the 
tyrant,  who  gave  orders  that  the  entrance  fhonld  be  firmly  fe-cured 
with  a  pile  of  huge  ftones.  They  immediately  fell  into  a  deep 
{lumber,  which  was  miraculoufly  prolonged,  without  injuring  the 
powers  of  life,  during  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-feven 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  flaves  of  Adolius,  to  -whom  .the 
inheritance  of  the  irtountain  had  defcended,  removed  the  flones,  to 
fupply  materials  for  fome  ruftic  edifice :  the  light  of  the  fun  darted 
into  the  cavern,  and  the  feven  fleepers  were  permitted  to  awake. 
After  a  flumber,  as  they  thought  of  a  few  hours,  they  were  preffed 
by  the  calls  of  hunger ;  and  refolved  that  Jamblichus,  one  of  their 

*^  The  choice  of  fabulous  circumftaiices  is  336.  338.),  place  the  refurreftion  of  the  Se- 
cf  fmall  importance;  yet  I  have  confined  ven  Sleepers  in  the  years  736  (A.  D.  425.). 
myfelf  to  the  narrative  which  was  tranflated  -or  748  (A.  D.  437.),  of  the  a;ra  of  the  Se- 
from  the  Syriac  by  the  care  of  Gregory  of  leucides.  Their  Greek  aft?,  which  Photius 
Tours  (de  Gloria  Martyrum,  1.  i.  c.  95.  in  had  read,  aflign  the  date  of  the  thirty-eighth 
Max.  Bibliotheca  Patrum,  torn.  xi.  p.  856.),  year  of  the  reign  of  Theodofius,  which  may 
to  the  Greek  afts  of  their  martyrdom  (apud  coincide  either  with  A.  D.  459,  or  446.  The 
■  Photium,  p.  1400,  i40i.),and  to  the  Annals  period  which  had  elapfed  fince  the  perfecu- 
.of  the  Patriarch  Eutychius  (torn.  i.  p.  391.  tion  of  Decius  is  eafily  al'certained  ;  and  no- 
til,  t32.  ;3C.  Verf.  Pocock.).  thing  lefs  than   the  ignorance  of  Mahomet, 

**  Two  Syriac  writers,  as  they  are  quoted  or  the  legendaries,  could  fuppofe  an  interval 

;by  Affemanoj  (Bibliot.   Ojiental,  toni.  i.  p.  of  three  or  four  hundred  years. 

5  number, 
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number,  fliould  fecretly  return  to  the  city,  to  purchafe  bread  for  the  CHAP. 
life  of  his  companions.  The  youth  (if  we  may  ftill  employ  that 
appellation)  could  no  longer  recognife  the  once  familiar  afpedt  of  his 
native  country ;  and  his  furprife  was  increafed  by  the  appearance  of 
a  large  crofs,  triumphantly  ereded  over  the  principal  gate  ofEphe- 
fas.  His  fmgular  drefs,  and  obfolcte  language,  confounded  the 
balcer,  to  whom  he  offered  an  ancient  medal  of  Decius  as  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  empire  ;  and  Jamblichus,  on  the  fufpicion  of  a 
fea-et  treafure,  was  dragged  before  the  judge.  Their  mutual  en- 
tjuiries  produced  the  amazing  difcovery,  that  two  centuries  were 
almoft  elapfed  fince  Jamblichus,  and  his  friends,  had  efcaped  from 
the  rage  of  a  Pagan  tyi'ant.  The  bifliop  of  Ephefus,  the  clergy,  the 
magiftrates,.  the  people,  and  as  it  is  fud  the  emperor  Theodofius 
himfelf,  haftened  to  vifit  the  cavern  of  the  Seven  Sleepers ;  who 
heftowed  their  benedidlion,  related  their  ftory,  and  at  the  fame 
inftant  peaceably  expired.  The  origin  of  this  marvellous  fable  cannot 
be  afcribed  to  the  pious  fraud  and  credulity  of  the  modern  Greeks, 
fince  the  authentic  tradition  may  be  traced  within  half  a  century  of 
the  fuppofed  miracle;  James  of  Sarug,  a  Syrian  bifliop,  v.'ho  was 
born  only  two  years  after  the  death  of  the  younger  Theodofius,  has 
devoted  one  of  his  tv/o  hundred  and  thirty  homilies  to  the  praife  of 
the  young  men  of  Ephefus  *'.  Their  legend,  before  the  end  of  the 
fixth  century,wastranllatedfrom  the  Syriac,into  the  Latin,  language, 
by  the  care  of  Gregory  of-Tours.  The  hoftife  communions  of  the 
Eaft  preferve  their  memory  with  equal  reverence ;,  and  their  names 
are  honourably  infcribed  in   the   Roman,  the  Habyflinian,  and  the 

■^^  James,  cne  of  the   orthodox  fathers  of  ni,  torn.  i.  p.  28-8,  289.).     For  the  homily 

the  Syrian  churcli,  was  born  A.  D.  452.  ;   he  de  Puerii  Efhejinis,  fee  p.  335  —  339.  :  though  • 

began  to  compofe   his  fermons  A.  D.  474.  :  I  could   wiih  that  AiTemanni  had   tranflated^ 

he  was  made  bifhop  of  Batnje,  in  the  diftrift  the  text  of  James  of  Sarug,  inftead  of  anfvver- 

of   Sarug,   and   province   of    Mefopotamia,  ing  the  objections  of  Baronius, 
A.  D.  519,  .ind  died  A.  D.  521.  (Afleman- 

Ruifian 
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CHAP.    Ruffian  calendar  *^     Nor.  has  their  reputation  been  confined  to  the 

X.XXlli. 

" ^ '    Chriftian  world.     This  popular  tale,  which  Mahomet  might   learn 

when  he  drove  his  camels  to  the  fairs  of  Syria,  is  introduced,  as  a 
divine  revelation,  into  the  Koran  *'.  The  ftory  of  the  Seven  Sleepers 
has  been  adopted,  and  adorned  by  the  nations,  from  Bengal  to  Africa, 
who  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion  *' ;  and  fome  veftiges  of  a 
fmiilar  tradition  have  been  difcovered  in  the  remote  extremities  of 
Scandinavia".  This  eafy  and  univerfal  belief,  fo  expreffive  of  the 
fenfe  of  mankind,  may  be  afcribed  to  the  genuine  merit  of  the  fable 
itfclf.  We  imperceptibly  advance  from  youth  to  age,  without  ob- 
ferving  the  gradual,  but  inceflant,  change  of  human  affairs  ;  and 
even  in  our  larger  experience  of  hiftory,  the  imagination  is  accuf- 
tomed,  by  a  perpetual  feries  of  caufes  and  effedts,  to  unite  the  moft 
diftant  revolutions.  But  if  the  interval  between  two  memorable  aeras 
could  be  inftantly  annihilated  ;  if  it  were  poffible,  after  a  momentary 
flumber  of  two  hundred  years,  to  difplay  the  new  world  to  the  eyes 
of  a  fpe<£lator,  who  ftlll  retained  a  lively  and  recent  impreffion  of 
the  old,  his  furprlfe  and  his  refledlions  v/ould  furnifh  the  pleafing 
fubjed  of  aphilofophical  romance.  The  fcene  could  not  be  more  ad- 

♦^  See  the  JHa  SanSlorum  of  tlit^olland-  thine  Tnto  the  cavern  ;  and  the  care  of  God 

ifts   (Menfis  Julii,   torn.   vi.   p.  375— 397-)>  himfelf,  who  preferved  their  bodies  from  pu- 

This  immenfe  calendar  of  faints,  in  one  hun-  trefaftion,  by  turning  them  to  the  right  and 

dred   and    twenty-fix  years    (1644—1770.),  left. 

and  in   fifty  volumes  in  folio,  has  advanced         *'  Seed'Herhelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale, 

DO  farther  than  the  7th  day  of  Oftober.  The  p.  1 39.  ;  and  Renaudot,  Hill.  Patriarch.  Alex- 

/uppreffion    of  the    Jefuits    has  moft  proba-  andrin.  p.  39,  40. 

bly  checked  p.n  undertaking,  which,  through         ""  Paul,  the  deaconof  Aquileia  (de  Geftis 

the  medium  of  fable  and  fuperftition,  com-  Langobardorum,  1.  i.  c.  4.  p.  74^;,  746.  edit', 

municates  much  hiflorical  and  phiiofbphical  Grot),   who  lived   towards  the  end    of  the 

inftrudicn.  eighth  century,  has  placed  in   a  cavern  un- 

*'  See  Maracci  Alcoran.  Sura  xvlii.   tom.  der  a  rock,  on   the  fliore  of  the  ocean,  the 

ii.  p.  420  -  427.   and  tom.  i.  part  iv.  p.  103.  Seven  Sleepers  of  the  North,  whofe  longre- 

Wi'.h  fjch  an  ample  privilege,  Maliome:  has  pofe  was  refpefted  by  the  Barbarians.     Theif 

not  (hewn  much  tafte  or  ingenuity.     He  has  drefs  declared  them  to  be  Romans  ;  and  the 

invented  the  dog  (.Al  Rakim)   of  the   Seven  deacon  conj  ftures,  that  they  were  referved 

Sleepers  ;  the  rcfpeft  of  the  fun,  who  altered  by  Providence  as  the  future  apoftles  of  thofe 

his  courfe  twice  a  day,  that  he  might  not  unbelieving  countries. 

2  vantageoufly 
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vantagcoiifly   placed,   than  in    the    two   centuries  which    elapfed    ^^fyf,,^- 

'between  the  reigns  of  Dccius  and  of  Theodofius  the  Younger.    Dur-    «».. — , — ^ 

ing  this  period,  the  feat  of  government  had  been  tranfported  from 

Rome  to  a  new  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiuacian  Bofphorus ;  and 

the  abufe  of  military  fpirit  had  been  fupprefled,  by  an  artificial  fyftem 

of  tame  and  ceremonious  fervltude.     The  throne  of  the  perfecuting 

Decius  was  filled  by  a  fucceffion  of  Chriilian  and  orthodox  princes, 

who  had  extirpated  the  fabulous  gods  of  antiquity  ;  and  the  public 

devotion  of  the  age  was  impatient  to  exalt  the  faints  and  martyrs  of 

the  Catholic  church,  on  the  altars  of  Diana  and  Hercules,     The 

union  of  the  Roman  empire  was  diflblved  :  its  genius  v/as  humbled 

in  the  duft ;  and  armies  of  unknown  Barbarians,  ifilung  from  the 

frozen  regions  of  the  North,  had  eliablifhed  their  vldorious  reign 

over  the  faireft  provinces  of  Europe  and  Africa, 


VoL.m.  Z  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXIV. 


T^e  CharaSier^  Conquejls^  and  Ccurt  of  yltt'ila^  Ki?ig  of 
the  Huns.  —  Death  of  Theodofus  the  Tour.ger,  — . 
Elevation  of  Marcian  to  the  Empire  of  the  Ea/i, 


CHAP.    '  H"^  H  E  weflern  world  was  opprefled  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals, 

XXXIV*         B 
, '_f       Jk.      who  fled  before  the  Huns  ;    but  the  atchievements  of  the 

•rhe^Huns,^  Huns  themfclves  were  not  adequate  to  their  power  and  profperlty. 

433'  Their  victorious  hords  had  fpread  from  the  Volga  to  the  Danube ; 

but  the  pubUc  force  was  exhaufl:ed  by  the  difcord  of  independent 
chieftains ;  their  valour  was  idly  confumed  in  obfeure  and  predatory 
excurfions ;  and  they  often  degraded  their  national  dignity  by  con- 
defcending,  for  the  hopes  of  fpoil,  to  enlift  under  the  banners  of 
their  fugitive  enemies.  In  the  reign  of  Attila',  the  Huns  again 
became  the  terror  of  the  world ;  and  I  fhall  now  defcribe  the  cha- 
rader  and   adiions   of  that  formidable  Barbarian;  who  alternately 

'  The  authentic  materials  for  the  hiftory  Maffei  Oflervazioni  Litterarie,  torn.  i.  p.  88, 

of  Attila  may    be   found   in    Jornandes   (de  89.      Whatever  the  modern  Hungarians  have 

Rebus  Geticis,  c.  34 — 50.  p.  660— 6S8.  edit,  added,  muft  be  fabulous;  and  they  do  not 

Grot.)  and  Prifcus  (Excerpta  de  Legationi-  feem  to  have   excelled  in  the  art  of  fiftion. 

bus,  p.  33  —  76.    Paris,   1648.),    I  have  not  They  fuppofe,    that    when    Attila   invaded 

feen   the   lives  of   Attila,   compofed  by  Ju-  Gaul  and  Italy,  married  innumerable  wives, 

vencus  Cslius  Calanus  Dalmatinus,    in  the  &c.  he  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  of 

twelfth  cen'.ury,  or  by  Nicolas  Olahus,  arch-  age     Thevrocz  Chron.  p.  i.  c.  22.  in  Script, 

bilhop  of  Gran,  in  the  fixteenth.     See  Maf-  Hungar.  tom.i.  p.  76. 
cou's  Hiftory  of  the  Germans,  ix.  23.  and 

anfulted 


uu- 
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Infulted  and  invaded  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft,  and  urged  the  rapid    ^^^J)J' 
downfal  of  the  Roman  empire.  *— — ^— — » 

In  the  tide  of  emigration,  which  impetuoufly  rolled  from  the  Their  efta. 
confines  of  China  to  thofe  of  Germany,  the  moft  powerful  and  po-  modernii '" 
pulous  tribes  may  commonly  be  found  on  the  verge  of  the  Roman  S*''>'" 
provinces.  The  accumulated  weight  was  fuftained  for  a  while  by  ar- 
tificial barriers ;  and  the  eafy  condefcenfion  of  the  emperors  invited* 
without  fatisfying,  the  infolent  demands  of  the  Barbarians,  who  had 
acquii-ed  an  eager  appetite  for  the  luxuries  of  civilized  life.  The 
Hungarians,  who  ambitioufly  infert  the  name  of  Attila  among  their 
native  kings,  may  affirm  with  truth,  that  the  hords,  which  were 
fubjeft  to  his  uncle  Roas,  or  Rugilas,  had  formed  their  encampments 
within  the  limits  of  modern  Hungary  \  in  a  fertile  country,  which 
liberally  fupplied  the  wants  of  a  nation  of  hunters  and  fliepherds. 
In  this  advantageous  fituation,  Rugilas,  and  his  valiant  brothers,  who 
continually  added  to  their  power  and  reputation,  commanded  the 
alternative  of  peace  or  war  with  the  two  empires.  His  alliance  with 
the  Romans  of  the  Weft  was  cemented  by  his  perfonal  friendihip  for 
the  great  iEtius  ;  who  was  always  fecure  of  finding.  In  the  Barba- 
rian camp,  a  liofpitable  reception,  and  a  powerful  fupport.  At  his 
folicitation,  and  in  the  name  of  John  the  ufurper,  fixty  thoufand 
Huns  advanced  to  the  confines  of  Italy  ;  their  march  and  their 
retreat  were  alike  expenfive  to  the  ftate ;  and  the  grateful  policy  of 
^tius  abandoned  the  pofleffion  of  Pannonia  to  his  faithful  confede- 
rates.    The  Romans  of  the  Eaft  were  not  lefs  apprehenfive  of  the 

*  Hungary  has  been  fuccedivcly  occupied  The  Prodromus  and  Notitia  of  Matthew  Be- 
by  three  Scythian  colonies,  i .  The  Huns  of  lius,  appear  to  contain  a  rich  fund  of  inform. 
Attila;  2.  the  Abarcs,  in  the  fixth  century;  ation  concerning  ancient  and  modern  Hun- 
and,  3.  the  Turks  orMagiars,  A.  D.   889.;  gary.   I  have  feen  theextrafts  in  Bibliotheque 

the  immediate  and  genuine  anceflors  of  the  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  torn.  xxii.  p.  i ri 

modern  Hungarians,  vvhofe  conneftion  with  and  Bibliotheque  Raifonnee,    torn.  xvi.  p. 

die  two  former  is  extremely  faint  and  remote.  127 — 17;. 

7a  1  1  arms 
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^vvJ^iF'  ^i*n^s  of  Rugilas,  which  threatened  the  provinces,  or  even  the  capl-r 
s— ,-.^-.»/  tal.  Some  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians  have  deftroyed  the  Barbarians  with 
lightning  and  peftile'nce  *;  but  Theodofius  was  reduced  to  the  more 
humble  expedient  of  ftipulating  an  annual  payment  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  pourtds  of  gold,  arid  of  difguifing  this  difhonourable  tribute 
by  the  title  of  general,  which  the  king  of  the  Huns  condefeended  to 
accept.  The  public  tranquillity  Was  frequently  interrupted  by  the 
fierce  Impatience  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  perfidious  intrigues  of 
the  Byzantine  court.  Four  dependent  nations,  among  whom  we 
may  diftinguifh  the  Bavarians,  difclaimed  the  foverelgnty  of  the 
Huns  ;  and  their  revolt  was  encouraged  and  protedled  by  a  Roman 
alliance  ;  till  the  juft  claims,  and  formidable  power,  of  Rugilas,  were 
effedually  urged  by  the  voice  of  Eflaw  his  ambaflador.  Peace  was 
the  unanimous  wifh  of  the  fenate :  their  decree  was  ratified  by  the 
emperor ;  and  two  ambafladors  were  named,  Plinthas,  a  general  of 
Scythian  extraction,  but  of  confular  rank  ;  and  the  qua^ftor  Epigenes, 
a  wife  and  experienced  llatefman,  who  was  recommended  to  that 
office  by  his  ambitious  colleague. 
Reign  of  The  death  of  Rugilas  fufpended  the  progrefs  of  the  treaty.     His 

A.  D.  433—  two  nephews,  Attila  and  Bleda,  who  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of 
their  uncle,  confented  to  a  perfonal  interview  with  the  ambafladors 
of  Conftantinople  ;  but  as  they  proudly  refufed  to  difmount,  the  bu- 
finefs  was  tranfadled  on  herfeback,  in  a  fpacious  plain  near  the 
city  of  Margus,  in  the  L^pper  Mxfia.  The  kings  of  the  Huns 
affumed  the  fclid  benefits,  as  well  as  the  vain  honours,  of  the  nego- 
ciation.  They  didated  the  conditions  of  peace,  and  each  condition 
was  an  infult  on  the  majefty  of  the  empire.     Befides  the  freedoni 

^  Socrates,  1  vii.  c.  43.  Theodoret,  1.  v.  oufly  contends  (Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  vi.  p.. 
c.  36.  Tilleniont,  who  always  depends  on  136.  607.),  that  the  wars  and  perfonageswer* 
the  faith  of  his  ecclefiaftical  authors,  ilrenu-     not  the  fame. 

of 
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of  a  fafe  and  plentiful   market  on  the  banks  of  the  Danuljc,  they    CHAP. 
rcquh"ed   that   the   annual  contribution   fliould  l>e  augmented    from    ._  '. 

three  hundred  and  fifty,  to  feven  hundred,  pounds  of  gold  ;  that  a 
fine,  or  ranfom,  of  eight  pieces  of  gold,  fhould  be  paid  for  every 
Roman  captive,  who  had  efcaped  from  his  Barbarian  mafler ; 
that  the  emperor  fhould  renounce  all  treaties  and  engagements 
with  the  enemies  of  the  Huns  ;  and.  that  all  the  fugitives,  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  court,  or  provinces,  of  Theodofms,  fliould 
be  delivered  to  the  juftice  of  their  offended  fovereign.  This  juilice 
.was  rigoroufly  Lnflidied  on  fome  unfortunate  youths  of  a  royal  race. 
They  were  crucified  on  the  territories  of  the  empire,  by  tlie  command 
of  Attila:  and,  as  foon  as  the  king  of  the  Huns  .had  imprciTed  the 
Romans  with  the  terror  of  his  name,  he  indulged  them  in  a  fliort 
and  arbitrary  refpite,  whilft  he  fubdued  the  rebellious  or  independent 
nations  of  Scythia  and  Germany  *. 

Attila,  the  fon  of  Mundzuk,  deduced  his  noble,  perhaps  his  regal,   j^j^,  ^  ^^.^ 
defcent  ^  from  the  ancient  Huns,  who  had  formerly  contended  with   ^"'^  charac- 

.  _  ter; 

the  monarchs  of  China.  His  features,  according  to  the  obfervation 
of  a  Gothic  liiilorian,  bore  the  flamp  of  his  national  origin  ;  and  the 
portrait  of  Attila  exhibits  the  genuine  deformity  of  a  modern  Cal- 
muck  * ;  a  large  head,  a  fwarthy  complexion,  fmall  deep-feated  eyes, 
a  flat  nofe,  a  few  hairs  in  the  place  of  a  beard,  broad  Ihoulders,  and 
a  fhort  fquare  body,  of  nervous  flrength,  though  of  a  difproportioned 
form.  The  haughty  flep  and  demeanour  of  the  king  of  the  Huns  ex- 
preffed  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  fuperiority  above  the  reft  of  mankind; 

*   See  Prifcus,   p.  47,  48.    and  Hift.  des     his  father's  real  name  (de  Guignes,  Hift.  des 

Peuples  de  I'Europe,  torn.  vii.  c.  xii,  xiii,     Huns,  torn.  ii.  p,  297.). 

;;jv^  XV.  *  Compare  Jornandes  (c.  35.  p.  661.)  witlr 

,  D  T  T'u  J         u-  Buffon,     Hid.   Naturelle,    torn.  iii.   p.    280.. 

5  Pnfcus,  p.   IQ.       The  modern  Hunp-a-  ,„,      ^  ,     ,         .   ,  ,  ^  ^     ■* 

,  ,    ,        ,    ,.  ,  ,:,  1  he  rormer  had  a  n^ht  to  obferve,  orieinis 

nans  have   deduced   his  genealogy,    which  r      r  n-  ^l      l      n  j"" 

*  '=■"  Ui^  figna  relhtuens.     The  character  and  por- 

afcends,  in  the  thirty-fifth  degree,  to  Ham  trait  of  Attila  are  probably  tranfcribed  from 
the  fon  of  Noah ;   yet  they  are  ignoraat  of    Caffiodoi  jus. 
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CHAP,    and  he  had  a  cuftom  of  fiercely  rolling  his  eyes,  as  if  he  wiflied 

XXXIV.  J  '-J  J 

to  enjoy  the  terror  which  he  infpired.     Yet  this  favage  hero  was 
not  inacceflible  to  pity  :  his  fuppUant  enemies  might  confide  in  the 
afTurance  of  peace  or  pardon  ;  and  Attila  was  confidered  by  his  fub- 
jedts  as  a  juft  and  indulgent  mafter.    He  delighted  in  war ;  but,  after 
he  had  afcended  the  throne  in  a  mature  age,  his  head,  rather  than 
his  hand,  atchieved  the  conqueft  of  the  North  ;  and  the  fame  of  an 
adventurous  foldier  was  ufefully  exchanged  for  that  of  a  prudent  and 
fuccefsful  general.     The  effeds  of  perfonal  valour  are  fo  inconfider- 
able,  except  in  poetry  or  romance,  that  vi£tor5%  even  among  Bar- 
barians, muft  depend  on  the  degree  of  fkill,  with  which  the  pafTions 
of  the  multitude  are  combined  and  guided  for  the  fervice  of  a  finglc 
man.     The  Scythian  conquerors,  Attila  and  Zingis,  furpafTed  their 
rude  countrymen  in  art,  rather  than  in  courage ;  and  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  monarchies,  both  of  the  Huns,  and  cf  the  Moguls, 
were  ere£ted  by  their  founders  on  the  bafis  of  popular  fuperftition. 
The   miraculous  conception,  which  fraud  and   credulity  afcribed  to. 
the  virgin-mother  of  Zingis,  raifed  him  above  the  level  of  human 
nature  ;  and  the  naked  prophet,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  Deity,  in- 
vefted  him  with  the  empire  of  the  earth,  pointed  the  valour  of  the 
Moguls  with  irrefiftible  enthufiafm  '.     The  religious  arts   of  Attila 
were   not   lefs  fkilfully  adapted  to    the    charadler  of    his    age  and 
country.     It  was  natural  enough,  that  the  Scythians  fhould  adore, 
with  peculiar  devotion,  the  god  of  war ;  but  as  they  were  incapable 
of  forming  either  an  abftrad:  idea,  or  a  corporeal  reprefentation,  they 
Vv'orfnipped  their  tutelar  deity  under  the  fymbol  of  an  iron  cimeter  *. 

One 

^  Abulpharag.  Dynafl.  verf.   Pocock,   p.  thirteenth  century  (fee  the  feventh  volume  of 

2S1.     Genenlogical  Hiftory  of  the  Tartars,  the  Hiftoire  des Voyages ),  exprefs  the  popular 

by  Abulghazi  Bahader  Khan,  part  iii.  c.  15.  language  and  opinions ;     Zingis  is  ftyled  the 

part  iv.  c.  3.     Vie  de  Gengifcan,  par   Petit  Son  of  God,  &c.  &c. 

de  la  Croix,  1.  i.  c.  i.  6.     The  relations  of  ^  Nectemplum  cpud  eos  vifitur,  autdelu- 

the  miflionaries,  vvhx)  vifited  Tartary  in  the  brum,    ne   tugurium  quidem  culmo  teftum 

cerni 
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One  of  the  fliepherds  of  the  Huns  perceived,  tliat  a  heifer,  who  was    9,^vm/* 

X  XXl  V  • 

grazing,  had  wounded  herfelf  in  the   foot,  and  curioufly  followed » 

the  track  of  the  blood,  till  he  difcovered,  among  the  long  grafs,  the  ^^  dlfcovjr? 
point  of  an  ancient  fword ;   which  he  dug  out  of  the   ground,  and  Mars, 
prefented  to  Attila.     That  magnanimous,  or  rather  that  artful,  prince 
accepted,  with  pious  gratitude,  this  celeftial  favour  ;  and,  as  the  right- 
ful pofleflbr  of  the.  fword  of  Mars,  alTerted  his  divine  and  indefeafible 
claim  to  the  dominion  of  the  earth  '.     If  the  rites  of  Scythia  were 
pracflifed  on  this  folemn  occafion,  a  lofty  altar,  or  rather  pile   of 
faggots,  three  hundred  yards  in  length  and  in  breadth,  was  raifed  in 
a  fpacious  plain ;  and  the  fword  of  Mars  was  placed  ere£l  on  the 
fummit  of  this  ruftic  altar,  which  was  annually  confecrated  by  the 
blood  of  flieep,  horfes,  and  of  the  hundredth  captive  '°.     Whether 
human  facrifices  formed  any  part  of  the  worfhip  of  Attila,  or  whether 
he  propitiated  the  god  of  war  with  the  vidims  which  he  continually 
offered  in  the  field  of  battle,  the  favourite  of  Mare  foon  acquired  a 
facred  charadter,  which  rendered  his  conquefts  more  eafy,  and  more 
permanent  ;  and  the  Barbarian  princes  confefled,  in  the  language  of 
devotion  or  flattery,  that  they  could  not  prefume  to  gaze,  with  a 
fteady  eye,  on  the  divine  majefty  of  the  king  of  the  Huns  ".     His 
brother  Bleda,  who  reigned  over  a  confiderable  part  of  the  nation, 

cerni  ufquam  poteft;  fed  gladius  Barbarico  "°  Herodot.  I.  vf,  c.  62.     For  the  fake  of 

ritu  humi  figitur  nudus,   eumque  ut  Martem  aconomy,  I  have  caculated  by  the  fmalleft 

regionum  quas  circumcircant  prafulem  ve-  ftadlum.     In  the  human  facrifices,  they  cut 

recundius  colunt.     Ammian.  Marcellin.  xxxi.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^^  ^,^.^^ 

2.  and  the  learned  Notes  of  Lindenbrogius  ,        ,               •         u      •          j  j 

,  ,,  ,   -                                                       °  they  threw  up  into  the  air,  and  drew  omens 

and  Valefius.  /                "                             r   .    •    r  „• 

9  Prifcus  relates  this  remarkable  ftory,  both  ^"^^  P-^^^"  f^°"»  "^^  ™^"'^"  °f  "«'^  ^^"'"S 

in  his  own  text  (p.  65.),  and  in  the  quotation  °"  ^"^  P"'^' 

made   by  Jornandes  (c.  35.  p.  662.).     He  "  Prilcus,  p.  55.     A  more  civilized  hero, 

might  have  explained  the  tradition,  or  fable,  Auguftus  himfelf,  was  picafed,  if  the  perfon 

which  charadterifed  this  famous   fword,  and  on  whom  he  fixed  his  eyes  feeaieJ  unable  to 

the  name,  as  well  as  attributes,  of  the  Scy-  fi,pport  their  divine  luftre,     Sueton.  in  Au- 

thian  deity,  whom  he  has  tranflated  into  the  n    -    „ 
Mars  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

*  was 
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c  H  A  P.  v^as  compelled  to  refiga  his  fceptre,  and  his  life.  Yet  even  this 
v_— s.- — '  cruel  a£t  was  attributed  to  a  fupernatural  impulfe ;  and  the  vigour 
with  which  Attila  wielded  the  fword  of  Mars,  convinced  the  world, 
that  it  had  been  referved  alone  for  his  invincible  arm  '\  But  the  ex- 
tent of  his  empire  affords  the  only  remaining  evidence  of  the  num- 
ber, and  importance,  of  his  victories ;  and  the  Scythian  monarch, 
however  ignorant  of  the  value  of  fcience  and  philofopliy,  might, 
perhaps,  lament,  tliat  his  illiterate  fubje£ls  were  deflitute  of  the  art 
which  could  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  exploits, 
rnd  acquires        j£  ^  jjj^g  ^f  feparation  were  drawn  between  the  civilized  and  the 

uie  empire 

of  Scytiiia      favage  climates  of  the  globe ;  between  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  who, 
ny.  cultivated  the  earth,  and  tlie  hunters  and  ihepherds,  who  dwelt  in 

tents,  Attila  might  afpire  to  the  title  of  fupreme  and  foJe  monarch  of 
the  Bai-barians  ".  He  alone,  among  the  conquerors  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  united  the  two  mighty  kmgdoins  of  Germany  and 
Scythia  ;  and  thofe  vague  appellations,  when  they  are  applied  to  his 
Tcign,  may  be  underftood  with  an  ample  latitude.  Thuringia, 
which  fb-etched  beyond  its  adual  limits,  as  far  as  the  Danube,  was 
in  the  number  of  his  provinces  :  he  interpofed,  with  the  weight  of  a 
powerful  neighbour,  in  tlie  domeftic  affairs  of  the  Franks  j  and  one 
of  his  lieutenants  chaftifed,  and  almoft  exterminated,  the  Burgun-r 
dians  of  the  Rhine.  He  fubdued  the  iflands  of  the  ocean,  the  king- 
doms of  Scandinavia,  encompafled  and  divided  by  the  waters  of  the 
Baltic ;  and  the  Huns  might  derive  a  tribute  of  furs  from  that  northern 
region,  which  has  been  protected  from  all  other  conquerors  by  the  fcve- 
rity  of  the  climate,  and  the  courage  of  the  natives.  Towards  the  Eaft, 

"  Tie  count  de  B«at  >(Hill.  des  Peuples  audita  ante   fe  potentia,   folus  Scythica  et 

de  1 'Europe,  torn.  vii.  p.  4.2?',  429.)  attempts  Gennanica  regiia  pofledit.     Jornandes,  c.49. 

to  clear  Attila  from  the  murder  of  his  bro-  p.  6^t\..    Prifcus,  p.  64,  65.    M.  de-Guignes, 

ther  ;    and  is  almoll  inclined   to    rejeft  the  by   his  knowledge  of  the  Chinefe,  has   ac- 

cor.current  teftimony  of  Jornandes,  and  the  quired  (torn.  ii.  p.   295 — 301.)  an  adecpjate 

contemporary  Chronicles.  idea  0/ the  empue  flf  Attila. 
"  Fortjffimarum  gentium  dominus,<juiift- 

It 
I 


OF    THE    ROMAN   EMPIRE.  361: 

it  is  difficult  to  circumfcril)e  the  dominion  of  Attila  over  the  Scythian    CHAP. 

~  XXXIV. 

deferts ;  yet  we  may  be  allured,  that  he  reigned  on  the  banks  of  the 
Volga  ;  that  the  king  of  the  Huns  was  dreaded,  not  only  as  a  war- 
rior, but  as  a  magician  '* ;  that  he  infulted  and  vanquiihed  the  Khan 
of  the  formidable  Geougen ;  and  that  he  fent  ambafTadors  to  nego- 
ciate  an   equal   alliance   with  the  empire  of  China.     In  the  proud 
review  of  the  nations  who   acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  Attila, 
and .  who  never   entertained,  during  his  lifetime,  the  thought  of  a 
revolt,  the  Gepidse  and  the  Oilrogoths  were  diftinguiflied  by  their 
numbers,   their  braveiy,   and   the   perfonal    merit    of  their    chiefs. 
The  renowned  Ardaric,  king  of  the  Gepidx,  was  the  faithful  and 
fagacious  counfellor  of  the  monarch  ;  who  efteemed  his  intrepid  ge-> 
■nius,  whilfl:  he  loved  the   mild  and  difcreet  virtues   of  the   noble 
Walamir,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths.     The  crowd  of  vulgar  kings,  the 
leaders  of  fo  many  martial  tribes,  who  ferved  under  the  ftandard  of 
Attila,  were  ranged  in  the  fubmiffive  order  of  guards  and  domeftics, 
round  the  perfon  of  their  mafler.     They  watched  his  nod  ;  they 
trembled  at  his  ^own ;  and,  at  the  firft  fignal  of  his  will,  they  ex* 
ecuted,  without  murmur   or  hefitation,  his  ftern  and  abfolute  com- 
anands.     In   time  of  peace,  the   dependent   princes,  with  their  na- 
tional troops,  attended  the  royal    camp   in  regular  fucceffion ;  but 
when  Attila  colleQed  his  military  force,  he  was  able  to   bring  into 
the  field  an  army  of  five,  or,  according  to  another  account,  of  feven 
hundred  thoufand  Barbarians  ". 

'♦  See   Hid.  des  Huns,  torn.   ii.  p.   296.  the  pride  of  Attila  to  his  fabjefl  kings;  and 

The  Geougen  believed,  that  the  Huns  coukl  his  tragedy  opens  witli  thefe  two  ridiculous 

excite  at  pleafure,   ftorms  of  wind  and  rain,  lines: 

This  pha;nomenon  was  produced  by  the  ftone         lis  ne  font  pas  venus,  nos  deux  rois!  qu'oil 
•Cezi;  to  whofe  magic  power   the  lofs  of  a  leur  die 

battle  was  afcribed  by  the  Mahometan  Tar-         Qu'ils   fe  font  trop  attendre,  et  qu'Attila 
tars  of  the  fourteenth  century.     See  Chere-  s'ennuie. 

feddin  Ali,  Hid.  de  Timur  Bee,  torn.  i.  p.  The  two  kings  of  the  Gepidas  and  the  Oftro-. 

^2,  83.  goths    are   profound    politicians   and   fenti- 

'5  Jornandes,  c.  35.  p.  661.  c.  37.  p.  667.  mental  lovers;  and   the  whole  piece   exhi- 

See  Tillemont,  Hift.  des  Empereurs,  torn,  bits  the  defefts,  withovt  the  genius,  of  the 

vi.  p.  izp.  138.     Corneille  has  reprefented  poet. 

Vol.  IIL  .3  A  "The 
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CHAP.        The  ambaffadors  of  the  Huns  ml2;ht  awaken  the   attention   of 

XXXIV. 
v_ . 1/    Theodofius,  by  reminding  him,  that  they  were  his  neighbours  both 

invade  Per-  i"  Europc  and  Afia ;  fmce  they  touched  the  Danube  on  one  hand, 
a'd  470—  ^^^  reached,  with  the  other,  as  far  as  the  Tanais.  In  the  reign  of 
44°-  his  father  Arcadius,  a  band  of  adventurous  Huns  had  ravaged  the 

provinces  of  the  Eaft  ;  from  whence  they  brought   away  rich  fpoiis 
-and  innumerable  captives  '^     They  advanced,  by  a  fecret  path,  along 
the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian  fea  ;  travcrfed   the  fnowy   mountains   of 
Armenia ;   pafTed  the  Tigris,  the   Euphrates,  and    the   Halys ;    re^ 
cruited  their  weary  cavalry  with  the  generous  breed  of  Cappadocian 
horfes  ;  occupied  the  hilly  country  of  Cilicia,  and  diflurbed  the  feftal 
foflgs,  and  dances,  of  the  citizens  of  Antioch.     Egypt  trembled  at 
their  approach  ;    and   the   monks  and  pilgrims  of  the  Holy  Land 
prepared  to  efcape  their  fury  by  a  fpeedy  embarkation.     The   me- 
mory of  this  invafion  was  ftill  recent  in  the  minds  of  the  Orientals. 
The  fubje£ts  of  Attila   might  execute,  with  fuperior  forces,  the  de- 
fign  which  thefe  adventurers  had  fo  boldly  attempted  ;  and  it  fooa 
became  the  fubje£t  of  anxious  conjedture,  whether  the  tempeft  would 
jfkll  on  the  dominions  of  Rome,  or  of  Perfia.  Some  of  the  great  vafTals 
of  the  king  of  the  Huns,  who  were  themfelves  in  the  rank  of  power- 
ful princes,  had  been  fent  to  ratify  an  alliance  and  fociety  of  arms 
with  the  emperor,  or  rather  with  the  general,  of  the  Weft.     They 
related,  during  their  refidence  at  Rome,  the  circumftances  of  an  ex~ 


—  alii  per  Cafpia  clau/lra  Affuetumque   choris  et  Ijeta  plebe  ca- 

Armeniafque    nives,     inopino    tramite  norum 

dufti  Preterit  imbellem  fonipes  hoftilis  Oron- 

Invadunt   Orientis   opes  :    jam   pafcua  tern. 

fumant  CJaiidian,  in  Rufin.  1.  ii.  28 — 35. 

Cappadocum,  volucrumque  parens  Ar-  See,  Ijkevvife,  in  Eutrop.  1.  i.  243 — 251.  and- 

gxus  eqiiorum.  the  Itrong  defcription  of  Jeroni,  who  wrote 

Jam  rubet  altus  Halys,  nee   fe   defendit  from  his  feelings,  torn.  i.  p.  26.  ad  Heliod&r. 

iniquo  p.  200.  ad  Ocean.   Philollorgius  (l.ix.  c.  8.) 

Monte  Cilix  ;    Syria  traftus  vaftantiir  mentions  this  irruptioru 

amxni  J 


pedition 


> 
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peditlon,  which  they  had  lately  made  into  the  Eaft.     After  pafling  a    ^J^J).}"' 

A.  A.  A.1  V  • 

defert  and  a  morafs,  fuppofed  by  the  Romans  to  be  the  lake  Maotis,   ' , ' 

they  penetrated  through  the  mountains,  and  arrived,  at  the  end  of 
fifteen  days  march,  on  the  confines  of  Media  ;  where  they  advanced 
as  far  as  the  unknown  cities  of  Bafic  and  Curfic.  They  encountered 
the  Perfian  army  in  the  plains  of  Media  ;  and  the  air,  according  to 
their  own  expreffion,  was  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  arrows.  But 
the  Huns  were  obliged  to  retire,  before  the  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
Their  laborious  retreat  was  effeded  by  a  different  road;  they  loft 
the  greateft  part  of  their  booty ;  and  at  length  returned  to  the  royal 
camp,  with  fome  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  an  impatient  defire 
of  revenge.  In  the  free  converfation  of  the  Imperial  ambafladors, 
who  difcufled,  at  the  court  of  Attila,  the  charadler  and  defigns  of 
their  formidable  enemy,  the  minifters  of  Conftantinople  exprefled 
llieir  hope,  that  his  ftrength  might  be  diverted  and  employed  in  a 
long  and  doubtful  conteft  with  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Saffan. 
The  more  fugacious  Italians  admonifhed  their  Eaftern  brethren  of  the 
folly  and  danger  of  fuch  a  hope ;  and  convinced  them,  that  the  Medes 
and  Perfians  were  incapable  of  refifting  the  arms  of  the  Huns  ;  and, 
that  the  eafy  and  important  acquifition  would  exalt  the  pride,  as 
well  as  power,  of  the  conqueror.  Inftead  of  contenting  himfelf  with 
a  moderate  contribution,  and  a  military  title,  which  equalled  him 
only  to  the  generals  of  Theodofius,  Attila  would  proceed  tc>  impofe 
a  difgraceful  and  intolerable  yoke  on  the  necks  of  the  proftrate  and 
captive  Romans,  who  would  then  be  encompaffed,  on  all  fides,  by 
the  empire  of  the  Huns  ". 

While  the  powers  of  Europe  and  Afia  were  foHcitous  to  avert  the  They  attack 
impending  danger,  the  alliance  of  Attila  maintained  the  Vandals  in  empire, 
the  poffefTion  of  Africa.     An  enterprife  had  been  concerted  between  ^^    *  '*''■'' 
the  courts  of  Ravenna  and  Conftantinople,  for  the  recovery  of  that 

"  Sec  the  original  converfation  in  Prifcus,  p.  64,  6j. 

3  A  2    *  valuable 
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CHAP,  valuable  province ;  and  the  ports  of  Sicily  were  already  filled  with 
the  military  and  naval  forces  of  Theodofius.  But  the  fubtle  Gen» 
feric,  who  fpread  his  negociations  round  the  world,  prevented  their 
defigns,  by  exciting  the  king  of  the  Huns  to  invade  the  Eaftern- 
empire  ;  and  a  trifling  incident  foon  became  the  motive,  or  pretence, 
of  a  deftru(5live  war  '^  Under  the  faith  of  the  treaty  of  Margus,  a 
free  market  was  held  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Danube,  which  was 
protedled  by  a  Roman  fortrefs,  furnamed  Conftantia.  A  troop  of 
Barbarians  violated  the  commercial  fecurity :  killed,  or  difperfed,  the 
unfufpe£ting  traders ;  and  levelled  the  fortrefs  with  the  ground. 
The  Huns  juftified  this  outrage  as  an  a€t  of  reprifal ;  alleged,  that 
the  bifhop  of  Margus  had  entered  their  territories,  to  difcover  and 
Heal  a  fecret  treafure  of  their  kings  ;  and  fternly  demanded  the  guilty 
prelate,  the  facrilegious  fpoil,  and  the  fugitive  fubjedls,  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  juftice  of  Attila.  The  refufal  of  the  Byzantine 
court  was  the  fignal  of  war ;  and  the  Maefians  at  firfl  applauded  the 
generous  firmnefs  of  their  fovereign.  But  they  were  foon  intimidated 
by  the  deftrudion  of  Viminiacum  and  the  adjacent  towns  ;  and  the 
people  was  perfuaded  to  adopt  the  convenient  maxim,  that  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  however  innocent  or  refpedtable,  may  be  juftly  facri- 
ficed  to  the  fafety  of  his  country.  The  bifliop  of  Margus,  who 
did  not  poflefs  the  fpirit  of  a  martyr,  refolved  to  prevent  the  defigns 
which  he  fufpedled.  He  boldly  treated  with  the  princes  of  the 
Huns ;  fecured,  by  folemn  oaths,  his  pardon  and  reward ;  pofted 
a  numerous  detachment  of  Barbarians,  in  filent  ambulh,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Danube ;  and,  at  the  appointed  hour,  opened,  with  his  own 

"  Prifcus,  p.  331.     His  hiftory  contained  Marcellinus,  Profper-Tyro,  and  the  author 

a  copious   and  elegant  account  of  the  war  of  the   Alexandrian,  or  Pafchal,  Chronicle. 

(Evagrius,  1.    i.   c.    17.);    but   the  extrafts  M.  de  Buat  (Hill,  des  Peuples  Je  TEurope, 

which  relate  to  the  embaffies  are  the  only  torn.  vii.  c.  xv.)  has  examined  the  caufe,  the 

parts  that  have  reached  our  times.     The  ori-  circumftanccs,  and  the  duration,  of  this  war ; 

ginal  work  was  acceflible,  however,  to  the  and  will  not  allow  it  to  extend  beyond  the 

writers,  from  whom  we  borrow  ourimpcrfeft  year  four  hundred  and  forty-four, 
knowledge,  Jornandes,  Theophanes,  Count 

6  handy 
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hand,  the  gates  of  his  eplfcopal  city.     This  advantajre,  which  had    CHAP, 

xxyp/ 
been  obtained  by  treachery,  ferved  as  a  prelude  to  more  honourable    ■       ,'  .1/ 

and  decillve  vidtories.     The  Illyriaa  frontier  was  covered  by  a  line  of 
caftles  and  fortrefles  ;  and  though   the  greateft  part  of  them  con- 
fifted  only  of  a  fmgle  tower,  with  a  fmall  garrifon,  they  were  com* 
monly  fufiicient  to  repel,  or  to  intercept,  the  inroads  of  an  enemy 
who  was  ignorant  of  the  art,  and  impatient  of  the  delay,  of  a  re-. 
gular  fiege.     But  thefe  flight  obftacles  were  inftantly  fwept  away  by 
the  inundation  of  the  Huns  "\     They  deliroyed,  with  fire  and  Iword 
the   populous  cities  of  Sirmium  and  Singidunum,  of  Ratiaria  and 
Marcianapolis,  of  Nailfus  and  Sardica  ;  where  every  circumftance,  in 
the  difcipline  of  the  people,  and  the  conftrudlion  of  the   buildings, 
had  been  gradually  adapted  to  the  fole  purpofe  of  defence.     The  ^"«l  ravage 
w^hole   breadth  of  Europe,  as  it  extends  above   five  hundred  miles  far  as  Con- 
from  the  Euxine   to   the  Hadriatic,  was  at  once  invaded,  and  occu-     ^°  '"°^  '' 
pied,  and  defolated,  by  the  myriads  of  Barbarians  whom  Attila  led 
into  the  field.     The  public  danger  and  diftrefs  could  not,   however, 
provoke  Theodofius  to  inteirupt  his  amufements  and  devotion,  or 
to  appear  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  the  Roman  legions.    But  the  troops, 
which   had   been  feat  againft  Genferic,   were  haftily  recalled  from 
Sicily ;  the  garrifons,  on  the  fide  of  Perfia,  were  exhaufted  ;  and  a 
military  force  was   collected  in  Europe,  formidable   by  their  arms 
and  numbers,  if  the  generals   had  underftood   the  fcience  of  com- 
mand, and  their  foldiers  the  duty  of  obedience.     The   armies  of  the 
Eaftern  empire  were  vanquifhed  in '  three  fucceflive   engagements  ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  Attila  may  be  traced  by  the  fields  of  battle.  The 
two  former,  on  the  banks   of  the  Utus,   and  under  the  walls  of 
Marcianapolis,  were  fought  in  the  extenfive  plains  between  the  Da- 

"  Prccopiu',  de  Edificiis,  1.  iv.  c.  5.  Jiiflinian  ;  but  they  were  foon  deftroyed  by 
Thefe  fortrefles  were  afterwards  reftored,  the  Abares,  who  fiicceeded  to  the  power  and 
ftrengthened,  and  enlarged  by  the  emperor    pofleffions  of  the  Huns, 

nubc 
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•CHAP,    nube  and  Mount  Ha^mus.     As  the  Romans  were  prefTed  by  a  v'lc- 
xxxrv.  .  .  \  -^ 

« „ '   turious  enemy,  they  gradually,  and  unfkilfully,  retired  towards  the 

Cherfonefus  of  Thrace  ;   and  that  iiarrow  peninfula,  the  laft  extre- 
mity of  the  land,  was  marked  by  their  third,  and  irreparable,  de- 
feat.    By  the  dcftruilion   of  this   army,  Attila  acquired  the  indif- 
putable  pofleflion  of  the  field.    From  the  Hellefpont  to  Thermopylae, 
qnd  the  fuburbs  of   Conftantinople,  he  ravaged,  without  refiftance, 
and  without  mercy,  the  provinces  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia.    Hera- 
clea  and  Hadrianople  might,  perhaps,  efcape  this  dreadful  irruption 
•of  the  Finns  ;  but  the  words,  the  moft  expreflive  of  total  extirpa- 
tion and  erafurc,  are  applied   to  the  calamities  which  they  inflicted 
on  feventy  cities   of  the  Eaftern  empire ".     Theodofms,  his  court, 
and  the  unwarlike  people,  were  protefted  by  the  walls  of  Conftan- 
tinople ;  but  thofe  walls  had  been  fhaken  by  a  recent  earthquake,  and 
the  fall  of  fifty-eight  towers   had   opened   a  large  and   tremendous 
breach.     The  damage   indeed  was  fpeedily  repaired  ;  but  this  acci- 
dent was  aggravated  by   a   fuperftitious  fear,  that  Fleaven'itfelf  had 
delivered  the  Imperial  city  to  the  fhepherds  of  Scythia,  who  were 
ftraagers  to  the  laws,  the  language,  and  the  religion,  of  tlie  Ro- 
mans ". 
The  Scythi-         In  all  their  invafions  of  the  civilized  empires  of  the  South,  the 
Scythian  fhepherds  have  been  uniformly  adluated  by  a  favage   and 
deftrudlive  fpirit.      The  laws  of  war,  that   reftrain   the  exercife  of 
national  rapine  and   murder,  are  founded  on  two  principles  of  fub- 
flantial  intereft  :  the  knowledge  of  the  permanent  benefits  which  may 
be  obtained  by  a  moderate  ufe  of  conqueft;  and  a  juft  apprehenfion, 

^°Septuagintacivitates  (faysProfper-Tyro)  this  memorable  earthquake;  which  was  felt 

deprxdatione  vaftats.    The  language  of  count  as   far  from   Conrtantinople  as  Antioch  and 

Marcellinus  is  ftill  more  forcible.  Pene  totam  Alexandria,  and  is  celebrated  by  all  the  eccle- 

Europanr,  invafis  excif.fque  civitatibus  atque  fiaftical  writers.     In   the  hands  of  a  popular 

eaftellis,  conrafit.  peacher,  an  earthquake  is  an  engine  of  ad- 

■*'  Tillemont  (Hift.  des  Empereurs,  torn,  mirablc  efFeft. 
vi.  p.  io6,  107.)  has  paid  grea:  attention  t 

5  lefl 


en,  or  Tartar, 

wars. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  '■^(S^ 

left  the  defolation  which  we  inflid  on  the  enemy's  country,  may  be    C  H  A  P. 

'  XX.XJV 

retaUated  on  our  own.      But   thefe  confiderations  of  hope  and  fear 

are  ahnoft  unknown  in  the  i)aftoral.  Hate  of  nations.  The  Huns  of 
Attila  may,  without  iiijuftice,  be  compared  to  the  Moguls  and  Tar- 
tars, before  their  primitive  manners  were  changed  by  rehgion  and 
luxury  ;  and  the  evidence  of  Oriental  hiftory  may  reflect  fome  light 
on  the  {hort  and  imperfedl  annals  of  Rome.  After  the  Moguls  had 
fubdued  the  northern  provinces  cf  China,  it  was  ferioufly  pro- 
pofed,  not  in  the  bour  of  vidlory  and  palTion,  but  in  calm  delibe^ 
rate  council,  to  exterminate  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  populous 
countiy,  that  the  vacant  land  might  be  converted  to  the  pafture  of 
cattle.  The  firmnefs  of  a  Chinefe  mandarin  ",,  who  infmuated  fome 
principles  of  rational  policy  into  the  mind  of  Zingis,  diverted  him 
from  the  execution  of  this  horrid  defign.  But  in  the"  cities  of  Afia, 
which  yielded  to  the  Moguls,  the  inhuman  abufe  of  the  rights  of  war 
was  exercifed,  with  a  regular  form  of  difcipline,  which  may,  with 
equal  reafon,  though  not  with  equal  authority,  be  imputed  to  the 
viQorious  Huns.  The  inhabitants,  who  had  fubmitted  to  their  dif- 
cretion,  were  ordered  to  evacuate  their  houfes,  and  to  affemble  in 
fome  plain  adjacent  to  the  city ;  where  a  divifion  was  made  of  the 
vanquifhed  into  three  parts.  The  firfl:  clafs  confifted  of  the  foldiers  of 
the  garrifon,  and  of  the  young  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  ;  and 
their  fate  was  inftantly  decided  :  they  were  either  inlifted  among  the 
Moguls,  or  they  were  maffacred  on  the  fpot  by  the  troops,  who, 
with  pointed  fpears  and  bended  bows,  had  formed  a  circle  round 
the  captive  multitude.  The  fecond  clafs,  compofed  of  the  young  and 
beautiful  women,  of  the  artificers  of  every  rank  and  profeffion,  and' 

"  He  reprefented,  to  the.emperor  of  the  800, coo  pieces  of  filk.     Gaubil.   Hift.   de  la 

Moguls,  that  the   four   provinces    (Petcheli,  Dynafrie  des  Mongous,   p.   58,  59.     Yelut- 

Chantoiig,  Chanfi,  and  Leaotong)  which  he  choufay  (fuch  was  the  name  of  the  mandarin) 

already   pofTefled,  might   annually  produce,  was  a  wife  and  virtuous  minifter,  who  faved 

under  a  mild  adminiftration,  500,000  ounces  his   country,  and  civilized  the   conquerors, 

of  filver,   4^0,000   meafures   of  rice,    and  See.p.  102,103. 
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CHAP,    of  the  more  wealthy  or  honourable  citizens,  from  whom  a  private 
XXXIV.  ^  ^  ' 

ranfom  might  be  expeded,  was  diftribiited  in  equal  or  proportionable 
•lots.  The  remainder,  whofe  life  or  death  was  alike  ufelefs  to  the 
conquerors,  were  permitted  to  return  to  the  city ;  which,  in  the 
mean  while,  had  been  ftripped  of  its  valuable  furniture ;  and  a  tax 
was  impofed  on  thofe  wretched  inhabitants  for  the  indulgence 'of 
breathing  their  native  air.  Such  was  the  behaviour  of  the  Moguls, 
virhen  they  were  not  confcious  of  any  extraordinary  rigour  ".  But 
the  moft  cafual  provocation,  the  flighteft  motive,  of  caprice  o.r  con- 
venience, often  provoked  them  to  involve  a  whole  people  in  an  in- 
difcriminate  maflacre  :  and  the  ruin  of  fome  flourifhing  cities  was 
executed  with  fuch  unrelenting  perfeverance,  that,  according  to  their 
own  expreffion,  horfes  might  run,  without  ftumbling,  over  the 
ground  where  they  had  once  ftood.  The  three  great  capitals  of  Kho- 
rafan,  Maru,  Neifabour,  and  Herat,  were  deftroyed  by  the  armies 
of  Zingis  ;  and  the  exadt  account,  which  was  taken  of  the  flain, 
amounted  to  four  millions  three  hundred  and  forty-feven  thoufand 
perfons  *^  Timur,  or  Tamerlane,  was  educated  in  a  lefs  barbarous 
age  ;  and  in  the  profefTion  of  the  Mahometan  religion  :  yet,  if  Attila 
equalled  the  hoftile  ravages  of  Tamerlane  "",  either  the  Tartar  or  the 
Hun  might  defervc  the  epithet  of  the  Scourge  of  God ''^ 

It 

"  Particular  inftanccs  would  be  endlefs  ;  his  camp  before  Delhi,    Timur  mafTacred 

but  the  curious  reader  may  confult  the  life  of  100,000  Indian  prifbner^  who  hady«/7fa' when 

Gengifcan,  by  Petit  de  la  Croix,  the  Hilloire  the  army  of  their  countrymen   appeared   in 

des  Mongous,  and  the  fifteenth   book  of  the  fight  (Hift.  de  Timur  Sec,  torn.  iiL  p.  90.). 

Hiftory  of  the  Huns.  The  people  of  Ifpahan  fupplied  70,000  hu- 

^*-  At  Maru,  1,300,000  ;  at  Herat,  man  fculls  for  the  llrufture  of  feveral  lofty 
1, 600, ceo;  atNeifabour,  1,747,000.  D'Her-  towers  (Id.  torn  i.  p.  434.)-  A  fjmilar  tax 
belot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  380,  381.  was  levied  on  the  revolt  of  Bagdad  (tom  iiL 
I  ufe  the  orthography  of  d'Anville's  maps.  p.  370.)  ;  and  the  exaft  account,  which  Che- 
It  muil  however  be  allowed,  that  the  Per-  refeddin  was  not  able  to  procure  from  the 
fians  were  difpofed  to  exaggerate  their  loffes,  proper  officers,  is  •ftated  by  another  hiftorian 
and  the  Moguls,  to  magnify  their  exploits.  (Ahmed  Arabfiada,    tom.   ii.   p.    175.   ver£ 

*5  Cherefeddin  Ali,  his  fervile  panegyrift.  Manger)  at  90,000  heads. 

would  afford  as  ,oiany. horrid  examples.     In  ^*  The  ancients,  Jornandes,  Prifcus,  &c. 

are 
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It  may  be  affirmed,  with  bolder  afllirancc,  tliat  tlic  Huns  dcpo-    CHAP, 

,  ,  XXXlv. 

piilated  the  provinces  of  the  empire,    by  the   number  of  Roman    ' -' 

fubjefts  whom  they  led  away  into  captivity.  In  the  hands  of  a  wife  captives, 
leglflator,  fuch  an  induftrious  colony  might  Have  contributed  to  dif- 
fufe,  through  the  deferts  of  Scythia,  the  rudiments  of  tlie  ufeful  and 
ornamental  arts ;  but  thefe  captives,  who  had  been  taken  in  war, 
were  accidentally  difperfed  among  the  hords,  that  obeyed  the  empire 
of  Attila.  The  ellimate  of  their  refpedivc  value  was  formed  by  the 
fimple  judgment  of  imenhghtened,  and  unprejudiced.  Barbarians. 
Perhaps  they  might  not  underlland  the  merit  of  a  theologian, 
profoundly  fkilled  in  the  controverfies  of  the  Trinity  and  the 
Incarnation :  yet  they  refpeded  the  minifters  of  every  religion  ; 
and  the  a£live  zeal  of  the  Chriftian  miffionaries,  without  approaching 
the  perfon,  or  the  palace,  of  the  monarch,  fuccefsfully  laboured  in 
the  propagation  of  the  gofpel ""'.  The  pafloral  tribes,  who  were  ig- 
norant of  the  diftin£tion  of  landed  property,  muft  have  difregarded 
the  ufe,  as  well  as  the  abufe,  of  civil  jurifprudence ;  and  the  Ikill  of 
zn  eloquent  lawyer  could  excite  only  their  contempt,  or  their  ab- 
horrence ^^  The  perpetual  intercourfe  of  the  Huns  and  the  Goths 
had  communicated  the  familiar  knowledge  of  the  two  national  dia- 
ledls  ;  and  the  Barbarians  were  ambitious  of  converling  in  Latin,  the 

are  ignorant  of  this  epithet.      The  modern  fecure  of  gaining  the  fens  and  grandfons  of 

Hungarians  have  imagined,  that  it  was   ap-  Zingis,    who   treated   the    rival    miffionaries 

plied,  by  a  hermit  of  Gaul,  to  Attila,  who  with  impartial  favour. 

was  pleafed  to  infert  it  among  the  titles  of  his         **  The  Germans,  who  exterminated  Varus 

royal  dignity.     Mafcou,  ix.  23.  and   Tille-  and  his  legions,    had   been  particularly  of- 

mont,  Hift.  des  Empcreurs,  tom.  vi.  p.  143.  fended  with  the  Roman  laws  and  lawyers. 

^'  The  miffionaries  of  St.  Chryfoftom  had  One  of  the  Barbarians,  after   the  effeftual 

converted  great  numbers  of  the  Scythians,  precautions  of  cutting  out  the  tongue  of  an 

who  dwelt,  beyond  the  Danube,  in  tents  and  advocate,  and  fewing  up  his  mouth,  obferved, 

waggons.     Theodoret,  1.  v.  c.  31.     Photius,  with   much  fatisfaflion,  that  the  viper  could 

p.  1517.     The  Mahometans,  the  Neftorians,  no  longer  hifs.     Floras,  iv.  iz. 
and  the  Latin  Chriftians,  thought  themfelves 

Voi«  IIL  3  B  inilitarj 
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^^^J^^^-  military  idiom,  even  of  the  Eaftern  empire "'.  But  they  difdained 
the  language,  and  the  fciences,  of  the  Greeks ;  and  the  vain  fophifl:, 
or  grave  philofopher,  who  had  enjoyed  the  flattering  applaufe  of  the 
fchools,  was  mortified  to  find,  that  his  robuft  fervant  was  a  captive 
of  more  value  and  importance  than  himfelf.  The  mechanic  arts 
were  encouraged  and  efteemed,  as  they  tended  to  fatisfy  the  wants 
of  the  Huns.  An  architedl,  in  the  fervice  of  Onegefius,  one  of  the 
favourites  of  Attila,  was  employed  to  conftru£l  a  bath  ;  but  this 
work  was  a  rare  example  of  private  luxury ;  and  the  trades  of  the 
fmith,  the  carpenter,  the  armourer,  were  much  more  adapted  to 
fupply  a  wandering  people  with  the  ufeful  inftruments  of  peace  and 
war.  But  the  merit  of  the  phyfician  was  received  with  univerful 
favour  arid  refpe£t  ;  the  Barbarians,  who  defpifed  death,  might  be 
apprehenfive  of  difeafe  ;  and  the  haughty  conqueror  trembled  in  the 
prefence  of  a  captive,  to  whom  he  afcribed,  perhaps,  an  imaginary 
power,  of  prolonging,  or  preferving,  his  life^°.  The  Huns  miglit 
be  provoked  to  infult  the  mifery  of  their  fiaA'es,  over  whom  they 
exercifed  a  defpotic  command  '';  but  theii*  manners  were  not  fufcep- 
tible  of  a  refined  fyftem  of  oppreffion  ;  and  the  efforts  of  courage 
and  diligence  were  often  recompenfed  by  the  gift  of  freedom.  The 
hiftorian  Prifcus,  whofe  embaffy  is  a  fource  of  curious  inftrudlion, 
was  accofled,  in  the  camp  of  Attila,  by  a  flranger,  who  faluted  hiin 
in  the  Greek  language,  but  whofe  drefs  and  figure  difplayed   the 

^'  Prifcus,  p.   5g.     It  Jliould   feem,  that         ^'  Prifcus  (p.  61.)  extols  the  equity  of  the 

the  Huns   preferred   the  Gothic  attd  Latin  Roman  laws,  which  protefted  the  life  of  a 

languages  to  their  own  ;  which  was  proba-  flave.     Occidere  folcnt  (fays  Tacitus  of  the 

bly  a  harih  and  barren  idiom.  Germans)  noii  difcipliniet  feveritate,  fed  im- 

^°  Philip   de   Coraines,  in   his  admirable  petu  et  ira,  ut  inimicuin,   nifi  quod  impune. 

pifture  of  the   laft  moments  of  Lewis   XL  De  Moribus  Germ.  c.  25.  _  The  Heruli,  who 

(Memoires,  1.  vi.  c.  12.)  reprefents  the  info-  were  the  fubjcfls  of  Attila,  claimed,   and  ex- 

lence  of  his  phyfician,  who,  in  five  months,  ercifed,  the  power  of  life  and  death  ever  their 

extorted  54,000  crowns,  and  a  rich  bifnopric,  flaves.     See  a  remarkable  inftance  in  the  fe- 

from  the  ftern  avaricious  tyrant.  cond  book  of  Agathias. 

z  appearance 
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.ippcarance  of  a  wealthy  Scythian.     In  the  fiege  of  Viminiacum,    C  H  A  P. 
he  had  loft,  according  to  his  own  account,  his  fortune  and  liberty : 
he  became  the  flave  of  Onegefius ;  but  his  faithful  fervices,  againft 
the  Romans  and  the  Acatzires,  had  gradually  raifed  him  to  the  rank 
of  the  native  Huns  ;   to  whom  he   was  attached   by  the   domeftic 
pledges  of  a  new  wife  and  feveral  children.     The  fpoils  of  war  had 
reftored  and  improved  his  private  property ;  he  was  admitted  to  the 
table  of  his  former  lord  ;   and  the  apoftate  Greek  blefled  the  hour  of 
his  captivity,  fmce  it  had  been  the  introdudion  to  an  happy  and  in- 
dependent ftate  ;   which  he  held  by  the  honourable  tenure  of  military 
fervice.     This  refledion  naturally  produced  a  difpute  on  the  advan- 
tages, and  defeds,  of  the  Roman  government,  which  was  feverely 
arraigned  by  the  apoftate,  and  defended  by  Prifcus  in  a  prolix  and 
feeble   declamation.     The  freedman  of  Onegefius  expofed,  in   true 
and  lively  colours,  the  vices  of  a  declining  empire,  of  which  he  had 
fo  long  been  the  vidtim  ;  the  cruel  abfurdity  of  the  Roman  princes, 
unable  to  protect  their  fubjedls  againft  the  public  enemy,  unwilling 
to   truft  them   with  arms  for  their   own   defence ;    the   intolerable 
weight  of  taxes,  rendered  ftill  more  oppreffive  by  the  intricate  or 
arbitrary  modes  of  colledlion ;  the  obfcurity  of  numerous  and  con- 
tradidiory  laws ;  the   tedious  and  expenfive  forms  of  judicial  pro- 
ceedings; the  partial   adminiftration  of  juftice ;   and  the   univerfal 
corruption,  which  increafed  the  influence  of  the  rich,  and  aggravated 
the  misfortunes  of  the  poor.     A  fentiment  of  patriotic  fympathy  was 
at  length  revived  in  the  brcaft  of  the  fortunate  exile ;  and  he  la- 
mented, with  a  flood  of  tears,  the  guilt  or  weaknefs  of  thofe  magi- 
ftrates,    who  had  perverted  the  wifeft  and   moft  falutary  inftitu- 


tions  ^\ 


2*  See  the  whole  converfation  in  Prifcus,  p.  59 — 62. 
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CHAP.        The  timid,  or  felfidi,  policy  of  the  weftern   Romans  had  abaji- 

XXXIV.  .  J,       ^  -      -         . 

" ^ '    doned  the  Eaftern  empire  to  the  Huns    .     The  lofs  of  armies,  and 

peTcVbc-  the  want  of  difcipllne,  or  virtue,  were  not  fupplied  by  the  perfonal 
andThf  Eaft-  charaftcr  of  the  monarch.  Theodofius  might  ftill  affedl  the  ftyle,  as 
ern  empire,  ^^^|-|  ^g  ^j^^  ^j^i^^  ^£  Invincible  Augujliis  ;  but  he  was  reduced  to  folicit 
the  clemency  of  Attila,  who  imperioufly  dictated  thefe  harfli  and 
humiliating  conditions  of  peace.  I.  The  emperor  of  the  Eafl  re- 
figned,  by  an  cxprefs  or  tacit  convention,  an  extenfive  and  important 
territory,  which  ftretched  along  the  fouthern  banks  of  the  Danube, 
from  Singidunum  or  Belgrade,  as  far  as  Novre,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Thrace.  The  breadth  was  defmcd  by  the  vague  computation  of  hfteen 
days  journey;  but,  from  the  propofal  of  Attila,  to  remove  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  national  market,  it  foon  appeared,  that  he  comprehended 
the  ruined  city  of  NaifTus  within  the  limits  of  his  dominions* 
IL  The  king  of  the  Huns  required,  and  obtained,  that  his  tribute  or 
fubfidy  fhould  be  augmented  from  feven  hundred  pounds  of  gold  to 
the  annual  fum  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  ;  and  he  ftipulated  the 
immediate  payment  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  to  defray  the 
expences,  or  to  expiate  the  guilt,  of  the  war.  One  might  imagitie, 
that  fuch  a  demand,  which  fcarcely  equalled  the  meafure  of  private 
wealth,  would  have  been  readily  difcharged  by  the  opulent  empire 
of  the  Eafl: ;  and  the  public  diftrefs  affords  a  remarkable  proof  of  the 
Impoverifhed,  or  at  leaft  of  the  diforderly,  fl:ate  of  the  finances.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  taxes,  extorted  from  the  people,  was  detained 
and  intercepted  in  their  paffage,  through  the  foulefl  channels,  to  the 
treafury  of  Conflantinople.  The  revenue  was  diflipated  by  Theodo— 
fms,  and  his  favourites,  in  wafleful  and  profufe  luxury;  w^hich  was 

''  Nova  iterum  Orient!  aflurgltruina  .  ...     in  the  Wefl;  and  his  obfervation  implies  a 
quum  nulla  ab  Occidentalibus  fcrrentur  auxi-     cenfure. 
Jia.     Profper-Tyro  compofed  his  Chroniclff 

difeuifed 
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difgiufed  by  tlie  names  of  Imperial  magnificence,  or  Cliriftlan  cha-    C  H  A  p. 
rity.     The  immediate  fLipplics  had  been  exhaufted  by  the  \mfore-   '/'^^'^''' 
ktn  ncccffity   of  military   preparations.       A  perfonal   contribution, 
rigoroufly,    but  capricioufly,    impofed   on  the   members   of  the  fe- 
natorian  order,  was  the  only  expedient  that  could  dil^^rm,  without 
lofs  of  time,  the  impatient  avarice  of  Attila  :  and  the  poverty  of  the 
^  nobles  compeMed  them  to  adopt  the  fcandalous  refource  of  expofmg 
to  public  audlion  the  jewels  of  their  wives,  and  the  hereditary  or- 
naments of  their  palaces'*.      III.   The  king  of  the  Huns  appears  to 
have  eftabliihed,  as  a   principle  of  national  jurifprudence    that  he 
could  never  lofe  the "  property,  which  he  had  once  acquired,  in  the 
perfons,  who  had  yielded  either  a  voluntary,  or  reludant,  fubmif- 
fion  to  his  authority.      From   this  principle  he   concluded,  and   the 
conclufions  of  Attila   were  irrevocable   laws,  that  the  Huns,  who 
had  been  taken  priibners   in  war,  fhould  be  releafed  without  delay,. 
and  without  ranfom  ;  that  every  Roman  captive,  who  had  prefumed 
to  efcape,  fhould  purchafe  his  right  to  freedom  at  the  price  of  twelve 
pieces  of  gold  ;   and  that  all  the  Barbarians,  who  had  deferted   the 
ftandard    of  Attila,  fhould   be    rellored,    without   any   promife    or 
■ftipulation,  of  pardon.     In  the  execution   of  this  cruel   and   igno- 
minious treaty,  the  Imperial  officers  were  forced  to  mafTacre  feveral 
loyal  and  noble  deferters,  who  refufed  to  devote  themfelves  to  certain 
death  ;   and  the  Romans  forfeited  all  reafonable  claims  to  the  friend- 
fhip  ,of  any  Scythian  people,  by  this   public  coiifeffion,  that   tliey 
•we're  deftitute  either  of  faith,  or  power,  to  protect  the  fuppliants,  who 
had  embraced  the  throne  of  Theodofms  ". . 

Thd 

'■*  According  to  the  defcription,  or  rather  weight  of  forty  pounds,  cnps,  dilhes  of  the 

Inveftive,  of  Chryloftom,  an  auiilion  of  By-  fame  metal,  &c. 

santine  luxury  mufl  have  been  very  produc-  ^'  The  articles  of  the    treat)',    expreffed 

tive.      Every  wealthy  houfe  pofleffed  a  femi-  without    much   order  or   prccifion,   may    be  ■ 

circular  table  of  mafly  filver,  fuch  as  two  men  found  in  Prifcus  (p.  34,  35,  36,  37.  53,  &c.). 

could  fcarcely  lift,  a  vafe  of  folid  gold  of  the  Count  Marcellinus  difpenfes  feme  comfort, 

by 
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tines 


CHAP.         The  firmnefs  of  a  fmgle  town,  fo  obfcure,  that,  except  on  this 

XXaIv  . 

\   _^ — ^    occafion,  it  has  never  been  mentioned  by  any  hiftorian  or  geogra- 
A^zi'i'iun-        pher,  expofed  the  difgrace  of  the  emperor  and  empire.     Azimus,  or 
Azimuntium,  a  fmall  city  of  Thrace  on  the  Illyrian  borders  ^''^  had 
been  diftinguifhed  by  the  martial  fpirit  of  its  youth,  the  fliill  and 
reputation  of  the  leaders  whom  they  had  chofen,  and  their  daring 
exploits  againft  the  innumerable  hoft  of  the  Barbarians.     Inftead  of 
tamely  expecting  their  approach,   the  Azimuntines  attacked,  in  fre- 
quent and  fuccefsful  fallies,  the  troops  of  the  Huns,  who  gradually 
declined  the  dangerous  neighbourhood;  refcued  from  their  hands  the' 
fpoil  and  the  captives,  and  recruited  their  domeftic  force  by  the  vo- 
luntary aflbciation  of  fugitives  and  deferters.     After  the  conclufion 
of  the  treaty,  Attila  ftill  menaced  the  emph-e  with  implacable  war, 
unlefs  the  Azimuntines  were  perfuaded,   or  compelled,   to  comply 
with  the  conditions  which  their  fovereign  had  accepted.     The  mi- 
nifters  of  Theodofms  confelTed  with  fliame,  and  with  truth,  that  they 
no  longer  poffeffed  any  authority  over  a  fociety  of  men,   who  fo 
bravely,  afferted  their  natural  independence ;    and  the  king  of  the 
Huns  condefcended  to  negociate  an  equal  exchange  with  the  citizens 
of  Azimus.     They  demanded  the  reftitution  of  fome  fhepherds,  who, 
with  their  cattle,  had  been  accidentally  furprifed.     A  ftricl;,  though 
fruitlefs,  inquiry  was  allowed  :    but  the  Huns  were  obliged  to  fwear, 
that  they  did  not  detain  any  prifoners  belonging  to  the  city,  before 
they  could  recover  two  furviving  countrymen,  whom  the  Azimun- 
tines had  refen-ed  as  pledges  for  the  fafety  of  their  loft  companions. 

by  obferving,   ift.  That  Attila  himfelf  foli-  ficiis,  1.  iv.  c.  xi.  torn.  ii.  p.  92.  edit.  Paris), 

cited  the  peace  and  prefents,  which  he  had  there  is  one  of  the  name  of  jE/?;«o«/oa,  whofe 

formerly  refufed  ;    and,    2dly,    That,  about  pofition  is  doubtfully  marked,  in  the  neigh- 

the    fame   time,    the    ambafladors    of  India  bourhood  of  Anchialus,  and  the  Euxine  Sea. 

prefented    a   fine  large    tame   tyger   to    the  The  name  and  walls  of  Azimuntium  might 

emperor  Theodofius.  fubfift   till  the  reign   of  Juftinian  ;    but  the 

^*  Prifcus,  p.  35,  36.     Among  the  hun-  race  of  its  brave  defenders  had  been  care- 

<3red   and   eighty-two  forts,    or    caftles,    of  fully  extirp.ited  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  Roman 

Xlirace,  enumerate^  by  Procopius   (de  EJi-  princes. 

Attila, 
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Attila,  on  his  fide,  was  fatisfied,  and  deceived,  by  their  folemn  af-    C  H  A  P. 

feveration,  that  the  reft  of  the  captives  had  been  put  to  the  fword ;   ' v ' 

and  that  it  v.-as  their  conflant  pracTcice,  immediately  to  difmifs  the 
Romans  and  the  deferters,  who  had  obtained  the  fecurity  of  the  pub- 
lic faith.  This  prudent  and  ofucious  diffimulation  may  be  con- 
demned, or  excufed,  by  the  cafuifts,  as  they  incline  to  the  rigid  de- 
cree of  St.  Auguftin,  or  to  the  milder  fentiment  of  St.  Jerom  and 
St.  Chryfoftom  :  but  every  foldier,  every  ftatefman,  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that,  if  the  race  of  the  Azimuntines  had  been  encouraged  and 
multiplied,  the  Barbarians  would  have  ceafed  to  trample  on  the 
majefty  of  the  empire". 

It  would  have  been  flrange,  indeed,  if  Theodofius  had  purchal^:d,  Embaffies 
by  the  lofs  of  honourj  a  fecure  and  folid  tranquillity  ;  or  if  his  tame-  to  Conilanti- 
nefs  had  not  invited  the  repetition  of  injuries.     The  Byzantine  court  "°^  ^" 
was  infulted  by  five  or  fix  fucceffive  embaffies  '^ ;  and  the  minifters 
of  Attila  were  uniformly  hiftrudled  to  prefs  the  tardy  or  imperfect 
execution  of  the  laft  treaty  ;  to  produce  the  names  of  fugitives  and 
deferters,  who  were  ftiU  protected  by  the  empire ;    and  to  declare, 
with  feemlng  moderation,  that  unlefs  their  fovereign  obtained  com- 
plete and  immediate   fatisfaclion,   it  would  be  impoffible  for  him, 
were  it  even  his  wifh,  to  check  the  refentment  of  his  warlike  tribes. 
Befides  the  motives  of  pride  and  interefl,  which  might  prompt  the 
king  of  the  Huns  to  continue  this  train  of  negociation,  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  lefs  honourable  view  of  enriching  his  favourites  at 
the  expence  of  his  enemies.     The  Imperial  treafury  was  exhaufted, 

^'  The  peevifii  difpute  of  St.  Jerom  and  ^^    Montefquieu    (Confiderations    fur   la 

St.    Auguftin,    who    laboured,-    by  different  Grandeur,  &c.  cVix.)  has  delineated,  with 

expedients,   to  reconcile   the  fcemhig  qu.vrel  a  bold   and  eafy  pencil,    fonne   of  the   inofc 

of  the  two  apcftles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  flriking  circuraftances  of  the  pride  of  Attila, 

depends    on    the   folution   of   an  important  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Romans.     He  de- 

quefticn   (Middleton's  Works,    vol.  ii.    p.  5  ferves   the  praife  of  having  read  the  Frag? 

—  ro.),  which  has  been  frequently  agitated  ments  of  Prifcus,  which  have  been  too  much 

by  Catholic  and  Proteftaiit  divines,  and  even  difregardcd. 
lay  lawyers  and  philofophers  of  every  age, 

to 
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.CHAP,    to  procure  the  friendly  cfTices  of  the  ambafladors,  and  their  principal 

XXXIV. 
V u— — '    attendants,  whofe  favourable  report  might  conduce  to  the  maintenance 

of  peace.  The  Barbarian  monarch  was  flattei'ed  by  the  liberal  re- 
ception of  his  minifters ;  he  computed  with  pleafure  the  value  and 
fplendour  of  their  gifts,  rigoroufly  exacted  the  performance  of  every 
promife,  which  would  contribute  to  their  private  emolument,  and 
treated  as  an  important  bufinefs  of  ftate,  the  maiTiage  of  his  fecretaiy 
-Conftantius  ^".  That  Gallic  adventurer,  who  was  recommended  by 
^tius  to  the  king  of  the  Huns,  had  engaged  his  fervice  to  the  mini- 
ilers  of  Conftantinople,  for  the  ftipulated  reward  of  a  wevhhy  and 
noble  wife  ;  and  the  daughter  of  count  Saturninus  was  chofen  to  dif- 
charge  the  obligations  of  her  country.  The  reluctance  of  the  victim, 
fome  domeftic  troubles,  and  the  unjuft  confifcation  of  her  fortune, 
cooled  the  ardour  of  her  intereftcd  lover ;  but  he  ftill  demanded,  in 
4:he  name  of  Attila,  an  equivalent  alliance;  and,  after  many  ambi- 
guous delays  and  excufes,  the  Byzantine  court  was  compelled  to  fa- 
crifice  to  this  infolent  ftranger  the  widow  of  Armatius,  whofe  birth, 
-opulence,  and  beauty,  placed  her  in  the  moft  illuftrious  rank  of  the 
Roman  matrons.  For  thefe  importunate  and  opprelnve  embaffies, 
Attila  claimed  a  fuitable  return  :  he  weighed,  with  fufpicious  pride, 
the  character  and  ftation  of  the  Imperial  envoys;  but  he  conde- 
fcended  to  promife,  that  he  would  advance  as  far  as  Sardica,  to  re- 
ceive any  minifters  who  had  been  invefted  with  the  confular  dignity. 
The  council  of  Theodofms  eluded  this  propofal,  by  reprefenting  the 
■defolate  and  ruined  condition  of  Sardica  ;  and  even  ventured  to  in- 
fmuate,  that  every  officer  of  the  army  or  houfehold  was  qualified  to 
treat  with  the  moft  powerful  princes  of  Scythia.      Maximin  *°,  a 

refpedtable 

"    See  Prifcus,   p.  6g.    71,   72,  &c.      I  two   pcrfons   of   the   name   of  Conftantius, 

■woiild  fain  believe,  that  this  adventurer  was  who,  from  the  fimiJar  events   of  their  lives, 

afterwards  crucified  by  the  order  of  Attila,  might  have  been  eafily  confounded. 

-on  a  Aifpicion  of  treafonable  praftices :   but  *'  In  the  Perfian  treaty  concluded  in  the 

^'rifcus  (p.  57.)  has  too  plainly  dillinguifhed  year  422,    the  vixk   and  eloquent  Maximia 

3  had 
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~Tefpe£lable  courtier,  whofe  abilities  had  been  lone:  exercifed  In  civil    CHAP. 

,        .,.  ,  ,  ^  XXXIV. 

and   military  employments,    accepted  with  reludance  the   trouble-    '     -.     _f 

fome,  and,  perhaps,  dangerous  commiffion,  of  reconciling  the  angry 
fpirit  of  the-  king  of  the  Huns.      His  friend,  the  hiftorian  Prifcus  *' 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  obferving  the  Barbai-ian  hero  In  the 
peaceful  and  domeftic  fcenes  of  life  :    but  the  fecret  of  the  embafly, 
a  fatal  and  guilty  fecret,  was  entrufted  only  to  the  Interpreter  Vigi- 
llus.     The  two  laft  ambafladors  of  the  Huns,  Oreftes,  a  noble  fub- 
jedl  of  the  Pannonian  province,   and  Edecon,  a  valiant  chieftain  of 
the  tribe  of  the  ScyrrI,  returned  at  the  fame  time  from  Conflanti- 
nople  to  the  royal  camp.     Their  obfcure  names  were  afterwards  11- 
luftrated  by  the  extraordinary  fortune  and  the  contrail  of  their  fons : 
the  two  fervants  of  Attila  became  the  fathers  of  the  laft  Roman  em- 
peror of  the  Weft,  and  of  the  firft  Barbarian  king  of  Italy. 

The  ambafladors,  w'ho  were  followed  by  a  numerous  train  of  men   Tlie  embaflv 
and  horfes,  made  their  firft  halt  at  Sardica,  at  the  diftance  of  three  toMtuT"^ 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  or  thirteen  days  journey,  from  Conftanti-   ^'  ^-  4+8" 
nople.     As  the   remains  of  Sardica  wei'e  ftill  included  within  the 
limits  of  tlie  empire,  It  was  Incumbent  on  the  Romans  to  exercife 
the  duties  of  hofpitality.     They  provided,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
provincials,  a  fufficlent  number  of  flieep  and  oxen ;   and  invited  the 
Huns  to  a  fplendid,  or  at  leaft  a  plentiful,  fupper.      But  the  har- 
mony of  the  entertainment  was  foon  difturbed  by  mutual  prejudice 

liad  been  the  alTeflbr  of  Ardaburius  (Socrates,  *'  Prifcus  was  a  native  of  Panium  ia 
L  vii.  c.  20.).  When  Marcian  afcended  Thrace,  and  deferved,  by  his  eloquence,  aa 
the  throne,  the  office  of  Great  Chamberlain     honourable  place  among  the  fophifts  of  the 

was  bellowed  on  Maximin,  who  is  ranked,  tj.     t,  .       ,".' ,  ,  .  ,        ,       . 

...  ,      ,-  .     .     ,  •''!?e.     His  Byzantine  hiitory,  which  related 

in  a  public  edift,  among;  the  four  principal  ,.  .  .^  ,   .      . 

.  .*;  r  n         /T.T       11       J    /^  1      /^    1  to  his  own   timcs,   was  comprded  in  leven 

minirters  of  ftate    (Novell,   ad    Calc.    Cod.  ^  ,    !  .        ,-,.,,.       „ 

Theod.  p.  31.).     He  executed  a  civil   and  ^°°^''-     See  Fabncius,  Libliot.  Gra:c.   torn., 

military  commifiion  in  the  E.allern  provinces;  vi.  p.  235,  236.     Notwithftanding  the  cha- 

and  his  death  was  lamented  by  the  favages  of  ritable  judgment  of  the  critics,  I  fu/pe£l  that 

Ethiopia,  whofe  incurfioiis  he  had  repreffed.  Prifcus  was  a  Pagan. 
See  Prifcus,  p.  40,  41. 

Vol.  III.  T,  G  and 
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CHAP,    and  indifcretion.     The  greatnefs  of  the  emperor  and  the  empire  was. 

\       I    warmly  maintained  by  tlieir  mtniilers  ;    the  Huns,  with  equal  ar- 
dour, afferted  the  fuperiority  of  their  vidtorious  monarch. :    the  dif- 
pute  was  inflamed  by  the  rafh  and  unfcafonable  flattery  of  Vigilius, 
who  paflionately  rejected  the  comparifon  of  a  mere  mortal  with  the 
divine  Theodofius ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  that  Maximia 
and  Prifcus  were  able  to  divert  the  converfation,  or  to  foothe  the 
angry  minds  of  the  Barbarians.     When  they  rofe  from  table,  the 
Imperial  ambaffador  prefented  Edecon  and  Oreftes  with  rich  gifts  of 
filk  robes  and  Indian  pearls,  which  they  thankfully  accepted.     Yet 
Oreftes  could  not  forbear  infmuating,  that  bs  had  not  always  been 
treated  with  fuch  refpefl:  and  liberality  :  and  the  offenfive  diftinftion,; 
which  was  implied,  between  his  civil  office  and  the  hereditary  rank, 
of  his  colleague,  feems  to  have  made  Edecon  a  doubtful  friend,  and; 
Oreftes  an  irreconcileable  enemy.      After  this  entertainment,   they 
travelled  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Sardica  to  Naiflus..     That 
fiouriftiing  city,  which  had  given  birth  to  the  great  Conftantine,  was 
levelled  with  the  ground  :    the  inhabitants  were  deftroyed^  or  dlf- 
perfed  ;  and  the  appearance  of  fome  fick  perfons,  Avho  were  ftill  per- 
mitted to  exlft  among  the  ruins  of  the  churches,  ferved  only  to  in- 
creafe  the  horror  of  tke  profpeit.     The  furface  of  the  country  was 
covered  with  the  bones  of  the  flain  ;    and  the  ambafladors,  who  di- 
redted  their  courfe  to  the  north-weft,  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  hills 
of  modern  Servia,  before  they  defcended  into  the  fiat  and  marfhy 
grounds,  which  are  terminated  by  the  Danube.     The  Huns  were 
mafters  of  the  great  river :  their  navigation  was  performed  in  large 
canoes,  hollowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  fingle  tree ;  the  minifters  of 
Theodofius  were  fafely  landed  on  the  oppofite  bank ;   and  their  Bar- 
barian aftbciates  immediately  haftened  to  the  camp  of  Attila,  which 
was  equally  prepared  for  the  amufements  of  hunting,  or  of  war.    No 
*  fooner 
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foonef  had  Maximin  advanced  about  two  miles  from  the  Danube,    ^^^^  ^  ^• 

XXXIV. 

than  he  began  to  experience  the  faflidious  infolcnce  of  the  conqueror. 
He  was  fternly  forbid  to  pitch  his  tents  in  a  pleafant  valley,  left  he 
ihould  infringe  the  diftant  awe  that  was  due  to  the  royal  manfion. 
The  minifters  of  Attila  prefTed  him  to  communicate  the  bufinefs,  and 
the  inftrudions,  which  he  referved  for  the  ear  of  their  fovereign. 
"When   Maximin   temperately  urged   the  contrary  practice   of  na- 
tions, he  was  ftill  more  confounded  to  find,  that  the  refolutions  of 
the  Sacred  Confiftory,  thofe  fecrets  (fays  Prifcus)  which  fhould  not 
be  revealed  to  the  gods  themfelves,  had  been  treacheroufly  difclofed 
to  the  public  enemy.     On  his  refufal  to  comply  with  fuch  ignomi- 
nious terms,  the  Imperial  envoy  was  commanded  inftantly  to  de- 
part :  the  order  was  recalled  ;  it  was  again  repeated  ;   and  the  Huns 
renewed  their  ineffedlual  attempts  to  fubdue  the  patient  firmnefs  of 
Maximin.     At  length,  by  the  interceflion  of  Scotta,  the  brother  of 
Onegefuis,  whofe  friendfhip  had  been  purchafed  by  a  liberal  gift,  he 
■was  admitted  to  the  royal  prefence  ;    but,  Inftead  of  obtaining  a  de- 
cifive  anfwer,  he  was  compelled  to  undertake  a  remote  journey  to- 
wards the  North,  that  Attila  might  enjoy  the  proud  fatisfadion  of 
receiving,  in  the  fame  camp,  the  ambaffadors  of  the  Eaftern  and 
Weftern  empires.     His  journey  was  regulated  by  the  guides,  who 
obliged  him  to  halt,  to  haften  his  march,  or  to  deviate  from  the  com- 
mon road,  as  it  beft  fuited  the  convenience  of  the  King.  The  Romans 
who  traverfed  the  plains  of  Hungary,  fuppofe  that  they  pafled  feveral 
navigable  rivers,  either  in  canoes  or  portable  boats  ;  but  there  is  reafon 
to  fufped,  that  the  winding  ftream  of  the  Teyfs,  or  Tibifcus,  might 
prefent  itfelf  in  different  places,  under  different  names.  From  the  conti- 
guous villages  they  received  a  plentiful  and  regular  fupply  of  provi- 
fions  ;  mead  inftead  of  wine,  millet  in  the  place  of  bread,  and  a  certain 
liquor  named  iT^w/iJ',  which,  according  to  the  repor  t  of  Prifcus,  v^^asdiftil- 

3  C  2  led 
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^v^J\\F'    ^^^  from  barley  *\  Such  fare  might  appear  coarfe  and  indelicate  to  men 

A.  A/vi  V  • 

U-..-V— -^  who  had  tafted  the  luxury  of  Conftantiuople  :  but,  in  their  acci- 
dental diftrefs,  they  were  relieved  by  the  gentlencfa  and  hofpitality  of 
the  fame  Barbarians,  fo  terrible  and  fo  mercilefs  in  war.  The  am- 
bafTadors  had  encamped  on  the  edge  of  a  large  morafs.  A  violent 
tempeft  of  wind  and  rain,  of  thunder  and  lightning,  overturned 
their  tents,  immei-fed  their  baggage  and  furniture  in  the  water,  and 
fcattered  their  retinue,  who  wandered  in  the  darknefs  of  tlve  night, 
uncertain  of  their  road,  and  apprehenfive  of  fbme  unknown  danger,, 
till  they  awakened  by  their  cries  the  inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring 
village,  the  property  of  the  widow  of  Blediu  A  bright  illumina- 
tion, and,  in  a  few  moments,  a  comfortable  fire  of  reeds,  was  kin- 
dled by  their  officious  benevolence  :  the  wants,  and  even  the  defires, 
of  the  Romans  were  liberally  fatisfied  ;  and  they  feem  to  have  been 
embarraffed  by  the  fmgular  politenefs  of  Bleda's  widow,  who  added 
to  her  other  favours  the  gift,  or  at  leaft  the  loan,  of  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  beautiful  and  oblequious  damfels.  The  funfhine  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day  was  dedicated  to  repofe  ;  to  collect  and  dry  the  baggage, 
and  to  the  refrelhment  of  the  men  and  horfes :  but,  in  the  evening, 
before  they  purfued  their  journey,  the  ambaffadors  exprefled  their 
gratitude  to  the  bounteous  lady  of  the  village,  by  a  very  acceptable 
prefent  of  filver  cups,  red  fleeces,  dried  fruits,  and  Indian  pepper. 
Soon  after  this  adventure,  they  rejoined  the  march  of  Attila,  from 
whom  they  had  been  feparated  about  fix  days ;  and  flowly  pro- 
ceeded to  the  capital  of  an  empire,  which  did  not  contain,  in  the 
fpace  of  feveral  thoufand  miles,  a  fmgle  city. 

♦*  The  Huns  themfclves  ftill  continued  to  (Prifcus,  p.  45.)-     Iri  the  fame  manner 'the 

defpife  the  labours  of  agriculture :  they  abufed  Sarts  and  Tadgics  provide  for  their  own  fcb^ 

the  privilege  of  a  viftorious  nation;  and  the  fiftence,  and  for  that  of  the  Ufbec  Tartars, 

Goths,  their  induftrious  fubjefts  who  culti-  their  lazy   and   rapacious    fovereigns.      See 

vated   the   earth,    dreaded   their  neighbour-  Genealogical  Hiftory  of  the  Tartars,  p.  423. 

hood,  like  that  of  fo  many  ravenous  wolves  455,  &c.. 

-  As 
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As  far  as  we  may  afcertain  the  vague  and  obfcure  geography  of   ^y^J^,^' 
Prifcus,  this  capital  appears  to  have  been  feated  between  the"Danube,       • — •'-— / 

The  royal 

the  Teyi's,  and  the  Carpathian  hills,  in  the  plains  of  Upper  Hungary,  village  and 
and  moft  probably  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jazberin,  Agria,  or  To-  ^^  * 
kay*^  In  its  origin  it  could  be  no  more  than  an  accidental  camp,which, 
by  the  long  and  frequent  refidence  of  Attila,  had  infenfibly  fwelleJ 
into  a  huge  village,  for  the  reception  of  his  court,  of  the  troops  who 
followed  his  perfon,  and  of  the  various  multitude  of  idle  or  induf- 
trious  flaves  and  retainers'^*.  The  baths,  conftru£ted  by  Onegefius, 
were  the  only  edifice  of  ftone;  the  materials  had  been  tranfported 
from  Pannonia ;  and  fince  the  adjacent  country  was  deftitute  even 
of  large  timber,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  meaner  habitations  of 
the  royal  village  confifted  of  ftraw,  of  mud,  or  of  canvas.  The 
wooden  houfes  of  the  more  illuftrious  Huns,  were  built  and  adorned 
with  rude  magnificence,  according  to-  the  rank,  the  fortune,  or  the 
tafte  of  the  proprietors.  They  feem  to  have  been  diftributed  with' 
fome  degree  of  order  and  fymmetry  ;  and  each  fpot  became  more 
honourable,  as  it  approached  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign.  The 
palace  of  Attila,  which  furpafTed  all  other  houfes  in  his  dominions, 
was  built  entirely  of  wood,  and  covered  an  ample  fpace  of  ground. 
The  outward  enclofure  was  a  lofty  wall,  or  pallifade,  of  fmooth 
fquare  timber,  interfeded  v/ith  high  towers,  but  intended  rather  for 

*'  It  is  evident,  that  Prifcus  paficd  the  compared  to  the  city  orKaraconim,  there- 
Danube  and  the  Teyfs,  and  that  he  did  not  fidence  of  the  fucceffors  of  Zingis ;  which,' 
reach  the  foot  of  the  Carpathian  hills.  Agria,  though  it  appears  to  have  been  a  more  ftable 
Tokay,  and  Jazberin,  are  fituate  in  tHe  habitation,  did  not  equal  the  fize  or  fplendor 
plains  circumfcribed  by  this  definition.  M.  of  the  town  ami  abbey  of  St.  Deny?,  in  the 
de  Buat  (Hiftoire  des  Peuples,.  i\;c.  torn.  vii.  13th  century  (fee  Rubruqiiis,  in  the  Hilloirc 
p.  461.)  has  chofen  Tokay;  Otrokofci  (p,  Generale  dcs  Voyages,  torn.  vii.  p.  2S6.), 
180.  apud  Mafcou,  ix.  23.),  a  learned  Hun-  The  camp  of  Aurengzebe,  as  it  is  fo  agree- 
garian,  has  preferred  Jazberin,  a  place  about  ably  dcicribed  by  Bcrnier  (torn.  ii.  p.  217 — 
thirty-fix  miles  welhvard  of  Euda  and  the  235.),  blended  the  manners  of  Scythia  with- 
Danube.  the  magnificence  and  luxury  of  Hindoftan. 

■**  The    royal   village  of  Attila  may  be 

ornament. 
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CHAP,    ornament  than  defence.     This  wall,  which  feems  to  have  encircled 

XXXiV. 

the  declivity  of  a  hill,  comprehended  a  great  variety  of  wooden  edi- 
fices, adapted  to  the  ufes  of  royalty.  A  feparate  houfe  was  afligned 
to  each  of  the  numerous  wives  of  Attila  ;  and,  inftead  of  the  rigid  and 
illiberal  confinement  impofed  by  Afiaticjealoufy,  they  politely  admit- 
ted the  Roman  ambafladors  to  their  prefence,  their  table,  and  even  to 
the  freedom  of  an  innocent  embrace.  When  Maximin  offered  his 
prefents  to  Cerca,  the  principal  queen,  he  admired  the  fingular  archi- 
tecture of  her  manfion,  the  height  of  the  round  columns,  the  fize  and 
beauty  of  the  wood,  which  was  curioufly  iliaped  or  turned,  or  po- 
ll fhed,  or  carved  ;  and  his  attentive  eye  was  able  to  difcover  fome 
tafte  in  the  ornaments,  and  fome  regularity  in  the  proportions.  After 
paffmg  through  the  guards^  who  watched  before  the  gate,  the  am- 
baffadors  were  introduced  into  the  private  apartment  of  Cerca.  The 
wife  of  Attila  received  their  vifit  fitting,  or  rather  lying,  on  a  foft 
couch ;  the  floor  was  covered  with  a  carpet ;  the  domeftics  formed  a 
circle  round  the  queen  ;  and  her  damfels,  feated  on  the  ground, 
were  employed  in  working  the  variegated  embroidery  which  adorned 
the  drefs  of  the  Barbaric  warriors.  The  Huns  were  ambitious  of 
difplaying  thofe  riches  which  were  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  their 
vidories :  the  trappings  of  their  horfes,  their  fwords,  and  even  their 
flioes,  were  {ludded  with  gold  and  precious  ftones  ;  and  their  tables 
were  profufely  fpread  with  plates,  and  goblets,  and  vafes  of  gold  and 
filver,  which  had  been  fafhloned  by  the  labour  of  Grecian  artlflis. 
The  monarch  alone  affumed  the  fiiperlor  pride  of  ftill  adhering  to 
the  fimpllcity  of  his  Scythian  anceftors  *'.  The  drefs  of  Attila,  his 
arms,  and  the  furniture  of  his  horfe,  were  plain,  without  ornament, 
and  of  a  fmgle  colour.     The  royal  table  was  ferved  in  wooden 

*5  When  the  Moguls  difplayed  the  fpoils  feated,  when  he  was  raifed  to  the  command 

of  Afia,  in  the  diet  of  Toncal,  ti)e  throne  of  of  his  warlike  countrymen.  See  Vie  de  Gen- 

Zingis  was  ftill   covered    with   the   original  gifcan,  1.  iv.  C.  9. 
black  felt   carpet,    on   which  he  had   been 

cups 
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eups  and  platters ;  flefh  was  his  only  food ;  and  the  conqueror  of  the     C  II  A  ?, 
North  never  tafted  the  luxury  of  bread.  .-  _f 

When  Attila  firft  gave  audience  to  the  Roman  ambafladors  on  the  Thebchavi- 
banks  of  the  Danube,  his  tent  was  encompafled  with  a  formidable  °o  [he  Roman 
guard.  The  monarch  himfelf  was  feated  in  a  wooden  chair.  His  ^^^^^^^°^^' 
ftern  countenance,  angry  geftures,  and  impatient  tone,  aftonifhed 
the  firmnefs  of  Maximin  ;  but  Vigilius  had  more  reafon  to  tremble,, 
fmce  he  diftindly  underflood  the  menace,  that  if  Attila  did  not  re- 
fpedt  the  law  of  nations,  he  would  nail  the  deceitful  interpreter  to  a 
crofs,  and  leave  his  body  to  the  vultures.  The  Barbarian  conde- 
fcended,  by  producing  an  accurate  lift,  to  expofe  the  bold  falfehood' 
-of  VigiUus,  who  had  affirmed  that  no  more  than  feventeen  deferters 
could  be  found.  But  he  arrogantly  declared,  that  he  apprehended; 
only  the  difgrace  of  contending  with  his  fugitive  flaves  ;  fmce 
he  defpifed  their  Impotent  efforts  to  defend  the  provinces  which 
Theodofius  had  entrufted  to  their  arms  :  "  For  v;hat  fortrefs"  (added 
Attila),  "  what  city,  in  the  wide  extent  of  the  Roman  empire,  can 
"  hope  to  exift,  fecure  and  impregnable,  if  it  is  our  pleafui'e  that  it 
**  fhould  be  erazed  from  the  earth?"  He  difmiffed,.  however,  the 
interpreter,  who  returned  to  Conftantinople  with  his  peremptory 
demand  of  more  complete  reftitution,  and  a  more  fplendid  embaify. 
His  anger  gradually  fubfided,  and  his  domeftic  fatisfaftion,  in  a 
marriage  which  he  celebrated  on  the  road  with  the  daiighter  of  Ef- 
lam,  might  perhaps  contribute  to  mollify  the  native  fiercenefs  of  his 
temper.  The  entrance  of  Attila  into  the  royal  village,  was  marked 
by  a  very  fmgular  ceremony.  A  numerous  troop  of  women  came 
out  to  meet  their  hero,  and  their  king.  They  marched  before  him, 
diftributed  into  long  and  regular  files :  the  intervals  between  the  files 
were  filled  by  white  veils  of  thin  linen,  which  the  women  on  ei- 
ther fide  bore  aloft  in  their  hands,  and  which  formed  a  canopy  for 
a  chorus  of  young  virgins,  who  chanted  hymns  and  fongs  in  the 

Scythian 
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CHAP.    Scythian  language.     The  wife  of  his  favourite  Onegefius,  "yvnth  ?. 

XXXIV.  ^  ^ 

C-.    >-..^    train  of  female  attendants,  faluted   Attila  at   tJie  door   of  her  own 
^  houfe,  on  his  way  to   the  palace  ;    and  offered,  according  to  the 

cuftom  of  the  country,  her  refpe£tful  homage,  by  intreating  him  to 
tafte  the  wine  and  meat,  which  flie  had  prepared  for  his  reception. 
As  foon  as  .die  monarch  had  gracioufly  accepted  her  hofpitable  gift, 
his  domeftics  lifted  a  fmall  filver  table  to  a  convenient  height,  as  he 
fat  on  horfeback ;  and  Attila,  when  he  had  touched  the  goblet  with 
his  lips,  again  faluted  the  wife  of  Onegefuis,  and  continued  his 
march.  During  his  refidence  at  the  feat  of  empire,  his  hours  were 
not  walled  in  the  reclufe  idlenefs  of  a  feraglio ;  and  the  king  of  the 
Huns  could  maintain  his  fuperior  dignity,  without  concealing  his 
perfon  from  the  public  view.  He  frequently  affembled  his  council, 
and  gave  audience  to  the  ambafl&dors  of  the  nations ;  and  his  people 
might  appeal  to  the  fupreme  -tribunal,  which  he  held  at  flated  times, 
and,  according  to  the  eaftern  cuftom,  before  the  principal  gate 
of  his  wooden  palace.  The  Romans,  both  of  the  Eaft  and  of  the 
Weft,  were  twice  invited  to  the  banquets,  where  Attila  feafted  with 
The  royal  the  princcs  and  nobles  of  Scythia.  Maximin  and  his  colleagues 
were  flopped  on  the  thrcfliold,  till  they  had  made  a  devout  libation 
to  the  health  and  profperity  of  the  king  of  the  Huns  ;  and  were 
conduced,  after  this  ceremony,  to  their  relpedlive  feats  in  a  Ipacious 
hall.  The  royal  table  and  couch,  covered  with  carpets  and  fine 
linen,  was  raifed  by  feverai  fteps  in  the  midft  of  the  hall ;  and  a 
fon,  an  uncle,  or  perhaps  a  favourite  king,  were  admitted  to  Ihare 
the  fimple  and  homely  repaft  of  Attila.  Two  lines  of  fmall  tables, 
CAch  of  which  contained  three  or  four  guefts,  were  ranged  in  order 
on  either  hand  ;  the  right  was  efteemed  the  moft  honourable,  but 
the  Romans  ingentioufly  confefs,  that  they  were  placed  on  .the 
left  ;  and  that  Beric,  an  unknown  chieftain,  moft  probably  of 
ihe  Gothic  race,  preceded  the  reprefentatives   of  Theodofius    and 

Valentiniaai 
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Valentialah.     Tlie  Barbarian  monarch  received  from  his  cup  bearer     C  H  A  P. 

^  XaaiV. 

a  goblet  filled  with  wine,  and  courteoufly  drank  to  the  health  of  the 
moll  diftlnguiflied  gnell: ;  who  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  expreffed,  in 
the  fame  manner,  his  loyal  and  refpedful  vows.  This  ceremony- 
was  fucceffively  performed  for  all,  or  at  lead  for  the  illuftrious  per- 
fons  of  the  aflembly ;  and  a  confiderable  time  mull:  have^been  con- 
fumed,  fince  it  was  thrice  repeated,  as  each  courfe  or  fervice  was  placed 
on  the  table.  But  the  wine  ftill  remained  after  the  meat  had  been 
removed;  and  the  Huns  continued  to  indulge  their  intemperance 
long  after  the  fober  and  decent  ambafladors  of  the  two  empires  had 
withdrawn  themfelves  from  the  nodturnal  banquet.  Yet  before  they 
retired,  they  enjoyed  a  fingular  opportunity  of  obferving  the  man- 
ners of  the  nation  in  their  convivial  amuferaents.  Two  Scythians 
flood  before  the  couch  of  Attila,  and  recited  the  verfes  which  they 
had  compofed,  to  celebrate  his  valour  and  his  vicStories.  A  pro- 
found filence  prevailed  in  the  hall ;  and  the  attention  of  the  guefts 
was  captivated  by  the  vocal  harmony,  which  revived  and  perpetuated 
the  memory  of  their  own  exploits  :  a  martial  ardour  flaflied  from  the 
eyes  of  the  warriors,  who  were  impatient  for  battle  ;  and  the  tears  of 
the  old  men  expreffed  their  generous  defpair,  that  they  could  no 
longer  partake  the  danger  and  glory  of  the  field  *^  This  enter- 
tainment, which  might  be  confidered  as  a  fchool  of  military  virtue, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  farce,  that  debafed  the  dignity  of  human  nature. 
A  Moorlfh  and  a  Scythian  buffoon  fucceffively  excited  the  mirth  of 
the  rude  fpedlators,  by  their  deformed  figure,  ridiculous  drefs,  antic 
geftures,  abfurd  fpeeches,  and  the  ftrange  unintelligible  confufion  of 
the  Latin,  the  Gothic,  and  the  Hunnic  languages;  and  the  hall  re- 

**  If  we  may  believe  Plutarch  (in  Deme-  fures  of  the  table,  to  awaken  their  languid 
trio,  torn.  v.  p.  24.), it  was.the  cuftom  of  the  courage  by  the  martial  harmony  of  twanging 
Scythians,  when  they  indulged  in  the  plea-     their  bow-llrings. 

Vol.  hi.  3  O  founded 
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CHAP,    founded  with  loud  and  licentious  peals  of  lauerhter.     In  the  midft  of 

XXXIV.  .  ^ 

this  intemperate  riot,  Attila  alone,  without  a  change  of  countenance, 

maintained  his  ftedfaft  and  inflexible  gravity  ;  which  was  never  re- 
laxed, except  on  the  entrance  of  Irnac,  the  youngeft  of  his  fons  : 
he  embraced  the  boy  with  a  fmile  of  paternal  tendernefs,  gently 
pinched  him  by  the  cheek,  and  betrayed  a  partial  afFedion,  which 
was  juftified  by  the  aflurance  of  his  prophets,  that  Irnac  would  be 
the  future  fupport  of  his  family  and  empire.  Two  days  afterwards,, 
the  ambafTadors  received  a  fecond  invitation ;  and  they  had  reafon  to 
praife  the  politenefs,  as  well  as  the  hofpitality,  of  Attila.  The  king 
of  the  Huns  held  a  long  and  familiar  converfation  with  Maximin ; 
but  his  civility  was  interrupted  by  rude  expreflions,  and  haughty 
reproaches  ;  and  he  was  provoked,  by  a  motive  of  intereft,  to  fupport 
with  unbecoming  zeal,  the  private  claims  of  his  fecretary  Conftan- 
tius.  *'  The  emperor"  (faid  Attila)  "  has  long  promifed  him  a  rich 
"  wife:  Conftantius  mull  not  be  difappointed ;  nor  Ihould  a  Roman 
*'  emperor  deferve  the  name  of  4iar."  On  the  third  day,  the  am- 
bafladors  were  difmifTed  ;  the  freedom  of  feveral  captives  was  granted, 
for  a  moderate  ranfom,  to  their  prefling  entreaties ;  and,  befides  the 
royal  prefents,  they  were  permitted  to  accept  from  each  of  the 
Soythian  nobles,  the  honourable  and  ufeful  gift  of  a  horfe..  Maxi- 
min returned,  by  the  fame  road,  to  Conftantinople  ;  and  though  he 
was  involved  in  an  accidental  difpute  with  Beric,  the  new  ambaffa— 
dor  of  Attila,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  contributed,  by  the 
laborious  journey,  to  confirm  the  peace  and  alliance  of  the  two 
nations  *'. 

♦^  The  curious  narrative  of  this  embafTy,  and  I  had  prerioufly  extrafted  the  hiftorical' 

which    required  few  obfervations,    and   was  circumftances,    which   were    lefs    intimately 

not  fufceptible  of    any  collateral  evidence,  connefted  with  the  journey,  and  bufinefs,  of 

may  be  found  in  Prifcus,  p.  49—70.     But  I  the  Roman  ambalTadors. 
have  not  confined  myfelf  to  the  fame  order  i 

3  But 
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But  the  Roman  ainbafiiidor  was  ignorant  of  the  treacherous  deficn,    C  J^  A  P. 

XXXIV. 
which  had  been  concealed  under  the  mafk  of  the  pubUc  faith.     The    ■-—- > 

furprife    and    latisfadlion    of  Edecon,    when    he    contemplated    the   of'thfRo''-^ 
fplendour  of  Conftantinople,  had  encouraged  the  interpreter  Vigilius  t'he"life^oT'^ 
to  procure  for  him  a  fecret  interview  with  the  eunuch  Chryfaphius"',  ^"'^^' 
who  governed  the  emperor  and  the  empire.     After  fome  previous 
convcrfation,  and  a  mutual  oath  of  fecrecy,  the  eunuch,  who   had 
not,   from  his  own  feelings  or  experience,   imbibed  any  exalted  no- 
tions of  minifterial  virtue,  ventured  to  propofe  the  death  of  Attila, 
as  an  important  fervice,  by  which  Edecon  might  deferve  a   liberal 
(hare  of  the  vvealth  and  luxury  which  he  admired.     The  ambaflador 
of  the  Huns  liftened  to  the  tempting  offer;   and  profefled,  with  ap- 
parent zeal,  his  ability,  as  well  as  readinefs,  to  execute  the  bloody 
deed  :  the  defign  was  communicated  to  the  mafter  of  the  offices, 
and  the  devout  Theodofms  confented  to  the  affaffination  of  his  in- 
vincible  enemy.     But   this  perfidious   confpiracy  was  defeated   by 
the  dilfimulation,  or  tlie  repentance,  of  Edecon  ;  and,  though   he 
might  exaggerate  his  inward  abhorrence  for  the  treafon,  which  he 
feemed  to  approve,  he  dexteroufly  affumed  the  merit  of  an  early  and 
voluntary  confeffion.     If  we  tioiv  review  the  embaffy  of  Maximin, 
and  the  behaviour  of  Attila,  we  mufl  applaud  the  Barbarian,  Avho     • 
refpedled  the  laws   of  hofpitality,   and  generoufly  entertained  and 
difmifled  the  minifter  of  a  prince,  who  had  confpired  againft  his 
life.     But  the  rafhnefs  of  Vigilius  will  appear  flill  more  extraordi- 
nary, fmce  he  returned,  confcious  of  his  guilt  and  dangei*,  to  the 
royal  camp  ;  accompanied  by  his  fon,  and   carrying  with  him   a 
weighty  purfe  of  gold,  which  the  favourite  eunuch  had  furnifhed, 

*' M.  deTillemont  has  very  properly  given  ites  (fee  Hifl.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  vi.  p. 

the  fucceiilon  of  Cliamberlains,  who  reigned  117  — Jio.     Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  x'v.  p.  438.). 

in    the    name  of  Theodofius.      Chryfaphius  His  partiality  for  his  godfather,  tlie  hercfiarch 

was  the  !aft,  and,  according  to  the  unanimous  Eutyches,  engaged  him  to  perfecute  the  or- 

cvidence  of  hifiory,  the  worll  of  thefe  favour-  thodox  party. 

3  D  2  to 
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He  repri- 
mands and 
forgives  the 
Emperor. 


to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  Edecon,  and  to  corrupt  the  fidelity  of  the 
guards.     The  interpreter  was  inftantly  feized,  and  dragged  before 
the  tribunal  of  Attila,  where  he  aflerted  his  innocence  with  fpecious 
firmnefs,  till  the  threat  of  infliding  inftant  death  on  his  fon,  extorted 
from  him  a  fincere  difcovery  of  the  criminal  tranfadion.     Under  the 
name   of  ranfom,  or  confifcation,  the   rapacious  king  of  the  Huns 
accepted  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold  for  the  life  of  a  traitor,  whom 
he  difdained  to  punifh.     He  pointed  his  juft  indignation   againft  a 
nobler  obje£t.    His  ambaffadors  Eflaw  and  Oreftes  were  immediately 
difpatched  to  Conftantinople,  with  a  peremptory  inftrudlion,  which 
it  was  much  fafer  for  them  to  execute  than  to  difobey.     They  boldly 
entered  the  Imperial  prefence,  with  the  fatal  purfe  hanging   down 
from  the   neck   of  Orefles  ;  who  inteiTOgated   the   eunuch  Chryfa- 
phius,  as  he   ftood  befide  the   throne,  whether  he   recognifed   the 
evidence  of  his  guilt.     But  the  office  of  reproof  was  referved  for 
the   fuperior  dignity  of  his  colleague  Eflaw,  who  gravely  addrefled 
the  Emperor   of  the  Eaft   in  the  following  words:  "  Theodofius  is 
*'  the  fon  of  an  illuftrious  and  refpedlable  parent :  Attila  likewife  is 
•'  defcended  from  a  noble  race  ;  and  he  has  fupported,  by  his  ac- 
•'  tions,  the  dignity  which  he  inherited  from  his  father  Mundzilk. 
**  But  Theodofius  has.  forfeited  his  paternal  honours,  and,  by  con- 
*'  fenting  to  pay  tribute,  has  degraded  himfelf  to  the  condition  of  a 
*'  flave.    It  is  therefore  juft,  that  he  fhould  reverence  the  man  whom 
*'  fortune  and  merit  have  placed  above  him ;  inftead  of  attempting,, 
"  like  a  wicked  flave,  clandeftinely  to  confpire  againft  his  mafter." 
The  fon  of  Arcadius,  who  was  accuftomed  only  to  the  voice  of  flat- 
tery,  heard  with   aftonifhment  the    fevere  language  of  truth  :    he 
bluflied  and  trembled ;  nor  did  he  prefume  diredly  to  refufe  the  head 
of  Chryfaphius,  which  Eflaw  and  Oreftes  were  inflxuded  to  demand. 
A  folemn  embafly,  armed  with  full  powers  and  magnificent  gifts, 
was  haftily  fent  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of  Attila;  and  his  pride 

3  was 
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was  ^ratified  by  the  choice  of  Nomiiis  and  Anatolius,  two  mlnlfters    chap. 

XXXIV 
of  confular  or  patrician  rank,  of  whom  the  one  was  great  treafurer,    ' ^ ' 

and  the  other  was  mafter-general  of  the  armies  of  the  Eaft,  He 
condefcended  to  meet  thefe  ambafladors  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Drenco  ;  and  though  he  at  firft  affedted  a  ftern  and  haughty  de- 
meanour, his  anger  was  infenfibly  moIUfied  by  their  eloquence  and 
HberaUty.  He  condefcended  to  pafdon  the  emperor,  the  eunuch, 
and  the  interpreter  ;  bound  himfelf  by  an  oath  to  obfervc  the  condi- 
tions of  peace  ;  rcleafed  a  great  number  of  captives  ;  abandoned  the 
fugitive^  and  deferters  to  their  fate;  and  refigned  a  large  territory  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Danube,  which  he  had  already  exhaufted  of  its 
wealth  and  inhabitants.  But  this. treaty  was  purchafed  at  an  expence 
which  might  have  fupported  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  war  ;  and  the 
fubjeds  of  Theodofius  wei'e  compelled  to  redeem  the  fafety  of  a 
worthlefs  favourite  by  oppreflive  taxes,  which  they  would  more 
cheerfully  have  paid  for  his  deftru6tion  *'. 

The  emperor  Theodofius  did  not  long  furvive  the  mod  humiliating  Theodoflus 
circumftance  of  an  inglorious  life.     As  he  was  riding,  or  hunting,   ^^^  Youngep- 

in  the  neighbourhood   of  Conftantinople,  he  was  thrown  from  his   ^-  '-*•  •^^'°* 

.  ,  '         .   .  July  28^ 

horfe  into  the  river  Lycus  :  the  fpine  of  the  back  was  injured  by  the 

fall ;  and  he  expired  fome  days  afterwards,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 

age,  and  the  forty-third  of  his  reign  '°.     His  filler  Pulcheria,  whofe 

authority  had  been  controuled  both  in  civil   and  ecclefiaftical  affairs 

by  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  eunuchs,  was  unanimoufly  pro- 

*"  This  fecret  conTpirac)',  and  its  import-  '°  Theodorus  the  Reader  (fee  Valef.  Hift. 
ant  confequences,  may  be  traced  in  the  frag-  Ecclef.  torn.  iii.  p.  563.),  and  the  Pafchal. 
mentsof  Prifcus,  p.  37,  38,  39.  54.  70,  71,  Chronicle,  mention  the  fall,  without  fpeci- 
72.  The  chronoloiiy  of  that  hiflorian  is  not  fying  the  injury:  but  the  confequence  was 
fixed  by  any  precifL-  date  ;  but  the  feries  of  fo  likely  to  happen,  and  fo  unlikely  to  be 
negociations  between  Attila  and  the  Eaftern  invented,  that  we  may  fafely  give  credit  to 
empire,  mull  be  included  within  the  three  or  Nicephorus  Calliilus,  a  Greek  of  the  four- 
four  years,  which  are  terminated,  A,  D.  450,  teenth  century. 
by  the  death  of  Theodofius. 

claimed 
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c  H  A  r.    claimed  Emprefs  of  the  Eaft ;  and  the  Romans,  for  the  firft  time, 

.XXXIV.  r  '  '  ' 

»___,, J    fiibmitted  to  a  female  reign.     No  fooner  had  Pulcheria  afcended  the 

throne,  than  fhe  indulged  her  own,  and  the  public  refentment,  by 
an  adl  of  popular  juftice.  Without  any  legal  trial,  the  eunuch  Chry- 
faphius  was  executed  before  the  gates  of  the  city ;  and  the  immciifc 
riches  which  had  been  accumulated  by  the  rapacious  favourite, 
fei-v'ed  only  to  hailen  and  to  juftify  his  punifliment '".  Amidfl  the 
general  acclamations  of  the  clergy  and  people,  the  emprefs  did  not 
forget  the  prejudice  and  difadvantage  to  which  her  fex  was  expofed  ; 
and  fhe  wifely  refolved  to  prevent  their  murmurs  by  the  choice  of  a 
colleague,  who  would  always  refpedt  the  fuperior  rank  and  virgin 

3hH  is  Tuc-      chaftity  of  his  wife.     She  gave  her  hand  to  Marcian,  a  fenator,  about 

'CPcJc.l  by  •        t  n  r  •  r 

Marcian,  fixty  years  of  age,  and  the  nominal  hulband  of  Pulcheria  was  fo- 
lemnly  invefted  with  the  Imperial  purple.  The  zeal  which  he  dif- 
played  for  the  orthodox  creed,  as  it  was  eftabliihed  by  the  council  of 
Chalcedon,  would  alone  have  infpired  the  grateful  eloquence  of  the 
Catholics.  But  the  behaviour  of  Marcian  in  a  private  life,  and  af- 
terwards on  the  throne,  may  fupport  a  mbre  rational  belief,  that  he 
was  qualified  to  reftore  and  invigorate  an  empire,  which  had  been 
almoft  diflblved  by  the  fucceffive  weaknefs  of  two  hereditary  mo- 
narchs.  He  was  born  in  Thrace,  and  educated  to  the  profeffion  of 
arm6 ;  but  Marcian's  youth  had  been  feverely  exercifed  by  poverty 
and  misfortune,  fmce  his  only  refource,  when  he  firft  arrived  at 
Conftantinople,  confifted  in  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which  he 
had  borrowed  of  a  friend.  He  pafl'ed  nineteen  years  in  the  domeftic 
and  military  fervice  of  Afpar,  and  his  fon  Ardaburius ;  followed 
thofe  powerful  generals  to  the  Perfian  and  African  wars ;  and  obtained, 
"by  their  influence,  the  honourable  rank  of  tribune  and  fenator.    His 

^'  Pulcheriae  nutii  (fays  Count  Marcellinus)     fon,  whofe  father  had  fuiFered  at  his  inftiga- 
4ua  cum  avaritia  interemptus  eft.     She  aban-     tion. 
doned  the  eunuch  to  the  pious  revenue  of  a 

jnild 
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ailld  difpofition,  and  ufeful  talents,  without  alarming  the  jealoufy,  ^  }i  ^  ^' 

recommended  Marcian  to  the  efteem  and  favour,  of  his  patrons  :  he    ' ,/ ' 

had  feen,  perhaps  he  had  felt,  the  abufes  of  a  venal  and  oppreffivc 
adminiftration ;  and  his  ow^n  example  gave  weight  and  energy  to  the 
laws,  which  he  promulgated  for  the  reformation  of  manners  ". 


5-  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Vandal,  1.  i.  c.  4.  the  Catholics,    have  beftowed  on  Marcian, 

Evagrlus,  1.  ii.  c.   i.     Theophanes,  p.   90.  are  diligently  tranfcribed  by  Baronius,  as  aa 

51.    Novell,   ad  Calcem    Cod.  Theod.  torn,  encouragement  for  future  princes. 
vi.  p.  30.     The  praifes  which  St.  Leo,  and 


CHAP. 
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Invafion  of  Gaul  by  Aitila. — He  is  repulfed  by  j^t'ius  a?jd 
the  Vifigoths, — Attila  invades  and  evacuates  Italy. — 
The  Deallos  of  Aitila^  j^tius^  and  Valentiman  the 
Third. 

^Y^Yv^'     T*^   ^^'^^  ^^  opinion  of  Marcian,  that  war  fhould  be  avoided,  as 
<■-- — — —J     M-  long  as  it  is  poflible  to  preferve  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace  ; 
ens  both  em-  but  it  was  Ukewife  his  opinion,  tliat  peace  cannot  be  honourable  or 
pre^pares"to      fecurc,  if  the  fovereign   betrays   a  pufiUanimous    avei-fion  to   war. 
mvade  Gaul,    'pj^jg  temperate  courage  dldated  his   reply  to  the  demands    of  At- 
tila, who  infolently  prefled  the  payment  of  the  annual  tribute.     The 
emperor  fignified  to  the  Barbarians,   that  they  muft  no  longer  infult 
the  majefty  of  Rome,  by  the   mention  of  a  tribute  ;  that  he  was 
difpofed  to  reward,  with  becoming  liberality,  the  faithful  friendfhip 
of  his  allies ;  but  that,  if  they  prefumed  to  violate  the  public  peace, 
they  fhould  feel  that  he  poflefled  troops,  and  arms,  and  refolution, 
to  repel  their  attacks.     The  fame  language,  even  in  the  camp  of  the 
Huns,  was  ufed  by  his  ambaflador  Apollonlus,  whofe  bold  refufal  to 
deliver  the  prefents,   till  he  had  been  admitted   to  a  perfonal  inter- 
view, difplayed  a  fenfe  of  dignity,  and  a  contempt  of  danger,  which 
Attila  was  not  prepared  to  expecl  from  the  degenerate  Romans  '.     He 
threatened  to  chaftife  the  rafli  fuccefibr  of  Theodofius  ;  but  he  hefi- 
tated,  whether  he  fhould  firft  diredl  his  invincible  arms  againft  the 

'  See  Prlfcus.  p.  39.  72 

Eaftera 
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Eaftern  or  the  Weftern  empire.     While  mankind  awaited  his  deci-    ^  3.^^^' 

lion  with  awful  fuipcnfe,  he  fent  an  equal  defiance  to  the  courts  of  ' « ', 

Ravenna  and  Conilantinople  ;  and  his  minifters  fainted  the  two  em- 
perors with  the  fame  haughty  declaration.  "  Attila,  my  lord,  and 
*'  tbj  lord,  commands  thee  to  provide  a  palace   for  his  immediate 

' "  reception  \"  But  as  the  Barbarian  defpifed,  or  affedted  to  de- 
fpife,  the  Romans  of  the  Eaft,  whom  he  had  fo  often  vanquifhed, 
he  foon  declared  his  refolution  of  fufpending  the  eafy  conqueft, 
till  he  had  atchieved  a  more  glorious  and  important  enterprife.  In 
the  memorable  invafions  of  Gaul  and  Italy,  the  Huns  were  naturally 

^attrafted  by  the  wealth  and  fertility  of  thofe  provinces;  but  the  par- 
ticular motives  and  provocations  of  Attila,  can  only  be  explained  by 
the  ftate  of  the  Weftern  empire  under  the  reign  of  Valentinian,  or,  to 
fpeak  more  corredly,  under  the  adminiftration  of  ^Etius  \ 

After  the  death  of  his  rival  Boniface,  JEi'ms  had  prudently  retired   Chara£lcr 
to  the  tents  of  the  Huns  ;  and  he  was  indebted  to  their  alliance  for  tration  of 
his  fafety  and  his  reftoration.     Inftead  of  the  fuppliant  language  of  a  a.  D^'a^j— 
guilty  exile,  he  folicited  his  pardon  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  '^^'^' 
Barbarians ;  and  the  emprefs  Placidia  confeffed,  by  a  feeble  refiftance, 
that  the  condefcenfion,  which  might  have  been  afcribed  to  clemency, 
was  the  effedt  of  weaknefs  or  fear.     She  delivered  herfelf,   her  fon 
Valentinian,  and  the  Weftern  empire,  into  the  hands  of  an  infolent 

^fubjed ;  nor  could  Placidia  protedl  the  fon-in-law  of  Boniface,  the 

■virtuous  and  faithful  Sebaftian  *,  from  the  implacable  perfecutlon, 

which 

*  The  Alexandrian  or  Pafclial  Chronicle,  torn.  i.   p.  rSg — 424,  throws  great  light  on 

which  introduces  this  haughty  meflage,  during  the  flate  of  Gaul,  when  it  was  invaded  by 

'the  lifetime  of  Theodofius,   may  have  anti-  Attila;  but  the   ingenious  author,  the  Abbe 

cipated  the  date;   but  the  dull  annalift  was  Dubos,   too  often  bewilders  himfelf  in  fyllem 

incapable  of  inventing  the  original  and  ge-  and  conjedlure. 

nuine  ftyle  of  Attila.  *  Viftor  Vitenfis  (de  Perfecut.  Vandal.  1.  i. 

^  The  fecond  book  of  the  Hiftoire  Critique  c.  6.  p.  8.  edit.  Ruinart)  calls  him,  acercon- 

de  rEtabliflement  de  laMonarchieFranjoife,  filio  et  llrenuus  in  bello  :  but  his   courage. 

Vol.  III.  3  E                                                    whe« 
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CHAP,  which  urged  him  from  one  kingdom  to  another,  till  he  miferabTy 
perillied  in  the  fervice  of  the  Vandals.  The  fortunate  iEtius,  who 
was  immediately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  thrice  in- 
verted with  the  honours  of  the  confulfliip,  alTumed,  with  the  title  of 
mafter  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  the  whole  military  power  of  the 
ftate ;  and  he  is  fometimes  llyled,  by  contemporary  writers,  the  Duke, 
or  General,  of  the  Romans  of  the  Weft.  His  prudence,  rather  than 
liis  virtue,  engaged  him  to  leave  the  grandfon  of  Theodofms  in  the 
polTclHon  of  the  purple;  and  Valentinian  was  permitted' to  enjoy 
the  peace  and  luxury  of  Italy,  while  the  patrician  appeared  in  the 
glorious  light  of  a  hero  and  a  patriot,  who  fupported  near  twenty 
years  the  ruins  of  th^e  Weftern  empire.  The  Gothic  hiftorian  inge- 
nuoufly  confefl'es,  that  VEtius  was  born  for  tlie  falvation  of  the- 
Roman  republic'  ;  and  the  following  portrait,  though  it  is  drawn 
in  the  faireft  colours,  muft  be  allowed  to  contain  a  much  larger- 
proportion  of  truth  than  of  flattery.  "  His  mother  was  a  wealthy 
"  and  noble  Italian,  and  his  father  Gaudentius,  who  held  a  diftin- 
"  guilhed  rank  in  the  province  of  Scythia,  gradually  rofe  from  the 
*'  ftation  of  a  military  domejlic^  to  the  dignity  of  mafter  of  the  cavalry. 
*'  Their  fon,  who  was  enrolled  almoft  in  his  infancy  in  the  guards^ 
*'  was  given  as  a  hoftage,  firft  to  Alaric,  and  afterwards  to  the  Huns  ; 
*'  and  he  fucceflively  obtained  the  civil  and  military  honours  of  the 
"  palace,  for  which  he  was  equally  quahlied  by  fuperior  merit, 
"  The  graceful  figure  of  iEtius  was  not  above  the  middle  ftature  j 
*'  but  his  manly  limbs  were  admirably  formed  for  ftrength,  beauty,, 

when  he  became  unfortunate,  was  cenfured  merous  train  ;  fince  he  could  ravage  the  Hel- 

as  defperate  raflinefs ;  and  SebalHan  deferved,  lefpont  and  Propontis,  and  feize  th.€  city  of 

or  obtained,   the  epithet  of /?-(?«/j  (Sidon.  Barcelona. 

Apollinar.  Carmen  ix.  i8i.).      His  adven-         ^  Reipublicas  Romans  fingulariter  natus, 

tures  at    Conftantinople,    in    Skily,     Gaul,  qui    fuperbiam    Suevorum,     Francorumque 

Spain,  and  Africa,  are  faintly  marked  in  the  barbariem  immcnfis    ccedibus    fervire  Impe- 

Chronicles  of  Marcellinus  and  Idatius.     In  rio  Romano  coegifTet.     Jornandes  de  Rebus 

]-.is  diftrcfs  he  was  always  followed  by  a  nu-  Geticis,  c.  34.  p.  660, 

6  "  and 
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"  and  agility  ;  and  he  excelled  in  the  martial  exercifes  of  managing    CHAP. 

XXXV. 

*'  a  horfe,  drawing  the  bow,  and  darting  the  javelin.  He  could  u— v — J 
"  patiently  endure  the  want  of  food  or  of  fleep  ;  and  his  mind  and 
"  body  were  alike  capable  of  the  moft  laborious  efforts.  He  pof- 
"  felled  the  genuine  courage,  that  can  defpife  not  only  dangers  but 
"  injuries  ;  and  it  was  impoffible  either  to  corrupt,  or  deceive,  or 
*'  intimidate,  the  firm  integrity  of  his  fouP."  The  Barbarians,  who 
had  feated  themfelves  in  the  Weilern  provinces,  were  infeuhbly 
taught  to  refpedl:  the  faith  and  valour  of  the  patrician  iEtius.  '  He 
foothed  their  paflions,  confulted  their  prejudices,  balanced  their  in- 
terefts,  and  checked  their  ambition.  A  feafonable  treaty,  which  he 
concluded  with  Genferic,  protecfted  Italy  from  the  depredations  of 
the  Vandals  ;  the  independent  Britons  implored  and  acknowledged 
his  falutary  aid  ;  the  Imperial  authority  was  reftored  and  maintained 
in  Gaul  and  Spain ;  and  he  compelled  the  Franks  and  the  Suevi, 
whom  he  had  vanquifhed  in  the  field,  to  become  the  ufeful  confede- 
rates of  the  republic. 

From  a  principle  of  intereft,  as  well  as  gratitude,  iEtius  affiduoufly  His  connec- 
cultivated  the  alliance  of  the  Huns.  While  he  refided  in  their  tents  SirLV''' 
as  a  hoftage,  or  an  exile,  he  had  familiarly  converfed  with  Attila 
himfelf,  the  nephew  of  his  benefacEtor ;  and  the  two  famous  anta- 
gonifts  appear  to  have  been  connected  by  a  perfonal  and  military 
friendfhip,  which  they  afterwards  confirmed  by  mutual  gifts,  frequent 
embafTies,  and  the  education  of  Carpilio,  the  fon  of  iEtius,  in  the 
camp  of  Attila.  By  the  fpecious  profefTions  of  gratitude  and  volun- 
tary attachment,  the  patrician  might  difguife  his  apprehenfions  of 
the  Scythian  conqueror,  who  prefled  the  two  empires  with  his  innu- 

*  This  portrait  is  drawn  by  Renatus  Profu-  or  at  leaft  the  intereft,  of  Renatus,  to  magnify 

turus   Frigeridus,  a  contemporary  hiftorian,  the  virtues  of  ^tius ;    but  he  would  have 

icnown  only  by  fome  extrafts,  which  are  pre-  fhewn  more  dexterity,  if  he  had  not  infilled 

ferved  by  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  8.  in  on  his  patient, /brj/wV/^  difpofuion. 
^om.  ii.  p.  163.).    It  was  probably  the  duty, 

3  E  a  merabis 
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CHAP,     merable    armies.      His  demands  were  obeyed  or   eluded.      When 
XXXV. 

,     '  '    he   claimed    the   fpoils  of  a  vanquifhed  city,   fome  vafes   of  gold, 

which  had  been  fraudently  embezzled  ;  the  civil  and  military 
governors  of  Noricum  were  immediately  difpatched  to  fatisfy  his 
complaints':  and  it  is  evident,  from  their  converfation  with  Maxi- 
min  and  Prifcus,  in  the  royal  village,  that  the  valour  and  prudence 
of  jEtius  had  not  foved  the  Weftem  Romans  from  the  common 
ignominy  of  tribute.  Yet  his  dexterous  policy  prolonged  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  falutary  peace  ;  and  a  numerous  army  of  Huns  and 
Alani,  whom  he  had  attached  to  his  perfon,  was  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Gaul.  Two  colonies  of  thefe  Barbarians  were  judicioufly 
fixed  in  the  territories  of  Valence  and  Orleans  *  :  and  their  adlive 
cavalry  fecured  the  important  paiTages  of  the  Rhone  and  of  the  ■ 
Loire.  Thefe  favage  allies  were  not  indeed  lefs  formidable  to  the 
fubjedts  than  to  the  enemies  of  Rome.  Their  original  fettlement 
was  enforced  with  the  licentious  violence  of  conqueft ;  and  the  pro- 
vince through  which  they  marched,  was  expofed  to  all  the  calami- 
ties of  an  hoftile  invafion  '.     Strangers  to  the  emperor  or  the  re- 

''  The  embafTy  confifted  of  Count  Romu-  pofition  of /avo  colonies  or  garrifons  of  Alani, 

lus ;  of  Promotus,  prefident  of  Noricum  ;  and  will  confirm  his  arguments,  and  remove  his 

of  Romanus,  the  military  duke.     They  were  objeftions. 

accompanied  by  Tatullus,  an  illuftrious  citi-         »  See  Profper.    Tyro,     p.   639.    Sidonius- 

zen  of  Petovio,  in  the  fame  province,  and  fa-  (Panegyr.  Avit.  246.)  complains,  in  the  name 

therof  Oreftes,  who  hadmarried  the  daughter  of  Auvergne,  his  native  country, 
of  Count  Romulus.     See  Prifcus,  p.  57.  65.         Litorius  Scythicos  equites  tunc  forte  fub- 
Cafiiodorius  (Variar.  i.  4.)  mentions  another  gf^g 

embaffy,  which  was  executed  by  his   father         Celfus  Aremorico,  Geticum    rapiebat    in  ■ 
and  Carpilio,  the  fon  of  ^tius ;  and  as  At-  agmen 

tili  was   no  more,  he  could   fafely  boaft  of         Per  terras,  Arverne,  tuas,  qui  proximaqui- 
their  manly  intrepid  behaviour  in  his  pre-  qyg 

f<^ice.  Difcurfu,  flammis,  ferro,  feritate,  rapinis, . 

»  Deferta   Valentinas    urbis    rura    Alanis         Delebant ;  pacis  fallentes  noraen  inane. 

partienda  traduntur.  Profper.  Tyronis  Chron.  ,       ,  -n     ,■  rr,    ■       ,         r- 

f    ,,.,,..     „  .        ,  ,  Another  poet,  raoJinus  or  Pengord, confirms 

in  Hiltonens  de  trance,  torn.  1.  p.  650.     A  ,  ,  .  o       ' 

f       ,■  r  J      r>     /-  i-r  1  tns  complaint  : 

few  hnes  afterwards,   Prolper  oblerves,  that 

lands  in  the  ulterior  Gaul  were  afligned  to  the        Nam   focium  vix  ferre  qneas,  qui   durior 

Alani.     Without  admitting  the  correftion  of  fioite. 

©ubos  (tom.i.p.  300.);  thereafonablefup-  SeeDuboj,  torn.  i.  p.  330. 
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public,  the  Alani  of  Gaul  were  devoted  to  the  amljltlon  of  ^tius  •;    C  H  a  p. 

^                                                                                                                                              '        XXXV. 
and  though  he  might   fulpe£t,  that,  in  a  conteft  with  Attila  himfclf,    « . — -^ 

they  would  revolt  to  the  ftandard  of  their  national  king,  the  patrician 
laboured  to  reftrain,  rather  than  to  excite,  their  zeal  and  refentment 
againft  the  Goths,  the  Burgundians,  and  the  Franks. 

The  kingdom   eftablifhed  by  the  Vifigoths  in  the  fouthern  pro-  The  Vifi- 
vinces  of  Gaul,  had  gradually  acquired  ftrength  and  maturity ;  and   Gaul  under 
the  condu£l  of  thofe  ambitious  Barbarians,  either  in  peace  or  war,  The'odoric. 
engaged  the  perpetual  vigilance  of  ^tius.    After  the  death  of  Wallia,  ^-.^D.  419— 
the  Gothic   fceptre  devolved   to   Theodoric,    the   fon   of  the  great 
Alaric  '* ;  and  his  profperous  reign,  of  more  than  thirty  years,  over 
a  turbulent  people,  may  be  allowed  to  prove,  that  his  prudence  was 
fupported  by  uncommon  vigour,  both  of  mind  and  body.     Impa- 
tient of  his   narrow  limits,  Theodoric  afpired   to  the   pofleflion  of 
Aries,  the  wealthy  feat  of  government  and  commerce  ;  but  the  city 
was  faved  by  the  timely  approach   of  ^tius ;  and  the  Gothic  king, 
who  had  raifed  the  fiege  with  fome  lofs  aVid  difgrace,  was  perfuaded, 
for  an  adequate  fubfidy,  to  divert  the  martial  valour  of  his  fubjeds  in 
a  Spanilh  war.     Yet  Theodoric  ftill  watched,  and  eagerly  feized,  the 

favourable  moment  of  renewing  his  hoftile  attempts.     The  Goths  ^'  ^-  43?^^ 

4J9» 
beneged  Narbonne,  while  the  Belgic  provinces  were  invaded  by  the 

Burgundians  ;  and  the  public  fafety  was  threatened  on  every  hde  by 

the  apparent  union  of  the  enemies  of  Rome.     On  every  fide,  the 

aftivity  of  ^tius,  and  his  Scythian  cavalry,  oppofed  a  firm  and  fuc- 

cefsful    refinance.       Twenty   thoufand    Burgundians   were   fiain  in 

battle  ;  and  the  remains  of  the  nation  humbly  accepted  a  dependent 

'°  TheodoricII.  the  fonofTheodoricI.,  fie-  Quod  te,  Roma,  capit.— — — — 

clares  to  Avitus  his  refolution  of  repairing,  Sidon.  Panegyr,  Avit.  ro^. 

or  expiating,  the  fault  which  his  grmidfather  This  charaaer,  applicable  only  to  the  great 

had  committed.  Alaric,  eftablifhes  the  genealogy  of  the  Go- 

Qu2  7ioJler  peccavit  a-vus,  quern  fufcat  id  thic  kings,  which  has.  hitherto  been  unno- 

unum,  ticed. 

fea£": 
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CHAP,    feat  in  the  mountains  of  Savoy  ".     The  walls  of  Narhonne  had  been 
fhaken  by  the  battering  engines,  and  the  inhabitants  had  endured  the 
laft  extremities  of   famine,    when   count   Litorius,  approaching    in 
filence,  and  directing  each  horfeman  to  carry  behind  him  two  facks 
of  flour,  cut  his  way  through  the  intrenchments   of  the  befiegers. 
The  fiege  was   immediately  raifed;  and  the   more  decifive  vi£lory, 
which   is  afcribed   to   the  perfonal  condudt  of  iEtius  himfelf,    was 
marked  with  the  blood  of  eight  thoufand  Goths.     But   in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  patrician,  who  was  halHly  fummoned  to  Italy  by  fome 
public  or  private  intereft,  count  Litorius  fucceeded  to  the  command  ; 
and  his  prefumption   foon  difcovered,  that  far  different  talents  are 
required  to  lead  a  wing  of  cavalry,  or  to  dire£t  the  operations  of  an 
important  war.     At  the  head  of  an  army  of  Huns,  he  rafhly  ad- 
vanced to  the  gates  of  Thouloufe,  full  of  carelefs  contempt  for  an 
•enemy,  whom  his  misfortunes  had  rendered  prudent,  and  his  fitu- 
ation  made  delperate.     The  predidlions  of  the  Augurs  had  infplred 
litorius  with  the  profane  confidence,  that  he  fhould  enter  the  Gothic 
capital  in  triumph ;  and   the  truft  which   he   repofed  in  his  Pagan 
allies,  encouraged  him  to  reje£l  the  fair   conditions  of  peace,  which 
were  repeatedly  propofed  by  the  bifliops  in  the  name  of  Theodoric. 
The  king  of  the  Goths  exhibited  in  his  diftrefs  the  edifying  contraft 
of  Chriftlan  piety  and  moderation  ;  nor  did  he  lay  afide  his  fackcloth 
and  allies  till  he  was  prepared  to  arm  for  the  combat.     His  foldiers, 
animated  with  martial  and  religious  enthufiafm,  aflaulted  the  camp 
of  Litorius.     The  confli(£l  was  obftinate  ;  the  flaughter  was  mutual. 
The  Roman  general,  after  a  total  defeat,  which   could   be  imputed 
only  to  his  unlkilful  ralhnefs,  was  actually  led  through  the  ftreets  of 

"  The  nnme  of  Sapaudia,  the  origin  of  noble  in  Dauphine  ;  and  Ebredunum,  or  Iver- 

Sa-voj,  is  firft  mentioned  by  Ammianus  Mar-  dun,   fheltered  a  fleet  of  fmall  veffels,  which 

cellinus;  and    two  military   pofts  are  afcer-  commanded  the  lake  of  Neufchatel..  See  Va- 

tained,  by  the  Notitia,  within  the  limits  of  lefius,  Notit.  Galliarum,  p.  503.  D'Anville, 

that  province;  a  cohort  was  ftationed  at  Gre-  Notice  de  I'Ancienne  Gaule,  p.  284.  579. 

Thouloufe. 
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Thouloufe,  not  in  liis  own,  but  In  a  hoftile,  triumph ;  and  the  mi-    CHAP, 

i*  .  •  •  X  X  A  V . 

fery  which  he  experienced,  in  a  long  and  Ignominious  captivity,  ex- 
cited the  companion  of  the  Barbarians  themlclves  '\  Such  a  lofs,  in 
a  country  whofe  fpirit  and  finances  were  long  fmce  exhaufted,  could 
not  eafily  be  repaired ;  and  the  Goths,  afluming.  In  their  turn,  the 
fentiments  of  ambition  and  revenge,  would  have  planted  their  vidio- 
rious  ftandards  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone,  if  the  prefence  of 
iEtius  had  not  reftored  ftrength  and  diiclpline  to  the  Romans  '\ 
The  two  armies  expedled  the  fignal  of  a  decifive  adion  ;  but  the  ge- 
nerals, who  were  confclous  of  each  other's  force,  and  doubtful  of 
their  own  fuperiority,  prudently  fheathed  their  fwords  in  the  field  of 
battle ;  and  their  reconciliation  was  permanent  and  fincere.  Theo- 
doric,  king  of  the  Vlfigoths,  appears  to  have  deferved  the  love  of 
his  fubjeds,  the  confidence  of  his  allies,,  and  the  efteem  of  man- 
kind. His  throne  was  furrounded  by  fix  valiant  fons,  who  were 
educated  with  equal  care  In  the  exerclfes  of  the  Barbarian  camp, 
and  In  thofe  of  the  Gallic  fchools :  from  the  fludy  of  the  Roman 
jurifprudence,  they  acquired  the  theory,  at  leaft,  of  law  and  jviftlce  ; 
and  the  harmonious  fenfe  of  Virgil  contributed  to  foften  the  afperity 
of  their  native  manners  '*.  The  two  daughters  of  the  Gothic  king 
were  given  in  marriage  to  the  eldeft  Ions  of  the  kings  of  the  Suevi 

'^  Salvian  has  attempted   to  explain  the  Vincere  contingat,  trepido. ' 

moral  government  of  the  Deity  ;  a  tafe  which  Panegyr.  Avit.  300,  kc, 

maybe  readily  performed  by  fuppofing,  that  Sidonius  then  proceeds,  according   to  the 

the  calamities  of  the  wicked  are,  judgments,  duty  of  a  panegyrill,   to  transfer  the  whole 

and  thofe  of  the  righteous,  trials.  merit  from  yEtius,  to  his  minifter  Avitus. 

'^   Capto  terrarum  damnapatebant  '*  Theodoric  II.  revered,  in  the  perfon  of 

Litorio,  in  Rhodanum  proprios   proda-  Avitus,   the  charafter  of  his  preceptor. 

cere  fines,  ■ Mihi  Romula  dudiim 

Theudoridse  fixum  ;  nee  eratpugnare  ne-  Per  te  jura  placent :  parvumque  edifcere 

ceffe,  juffit 

Sed  migrare  Getis ;  rabidam  trux  a/perat  Ad  tua  verba  pater,  docili  quo  prifca 

iram  Maronis 

Viftor  ;  quod  fenfit  Scythicum  fub  mce-  Carmine  molliret  Scythicos  mihi  pagi- 

nibus  hoftem  na  mores. 

Imputat,  et  nihil  eft  gravius,  fi  forfitaa  Sidon.  Panegyr.  Avit.  495,,&c» 
onquam 

and 
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CHAP,    and  of  the  Vandals,  who  reiened  in  Spain  and  Africa;  but  thefc 

XXXV.  1  o  X 

t,_  — .-   .'    illuftrious  alliances  were  pregnant  with  guilt  and. difcord.   The  queen 

of  the  Suevi  bewailed  the  death  of  an  hufband,  inhumanly  maiTa- 
•cred  by  her  brother.     The  princefs  of  the  Vandals  was  the  vidim 
of  a  jealous  tyrant,  whom  fhe  called  her  father.     The   cruel  Gen- 
feric  fufpeded,  that  his  fon'swife  had  confpired  to  pcifon  him;  the 
fuppofed  crime  was  puniflied  by  the   amputation  of  her  nofe  and 
ears  ;  and  the  unhappy  daughter  of  Theodoric  was  ignominioufly 
Teturned  to  the  court  of  Thouloufe  in  that  deformed  and  mutilated 
condition.     This  horrid  a£t,  which  muft  feem  incredible  to  a  civil- 
ized age,  drew  tears  from  every  fpedator  ;  but  Theodoric  was  urged, 
by  the  feelings  of  a  parent  and  a  king,  to  revenge  fuch  irreparable 
injuries.     The  Imperial  minifters,  who  always  cherifhed  the  difcord 
■of  the  Barbarians,  would  have  fupplied  the  Goths  with  arms,  and 
■fhips,    and    treafures,    for   the   African    war;     and    the    cruelty  of 
Genferic  might  have  been  fatal  to  himfelf,  if  the  artful  Vandal  had 
not  armed,  in  his  caufe,  the  formidable   power  of  the  Huns.     His 
rich  gifts  and  preffing  folicitations   inflamed  the  ambition  of  Attila.j 
and  the  defigns  of  iEtius  and  Theodoric  were  prevented  by  the  in- 
vafion  of  Gaul  '^ 
The  Franks         The   Franks,  whofe   monarchy  was   ftill  confined  to  the  neigh- 
under  the       bourhood    of  the   Lower  Rhine,   had  wifely  eftablifhed  the   right 
Merovingian   ^^  hereditary  fucceffion  in  the  noble  family  of  the  Merovingians  '\ 

A. D.  420 — 

'5  Our  authorities  for  the  reign  ofTheo-  himfelf  does  not  mention  the  Merovingian 

doric  I.  are,    Jornandes  de  Rebus  Geticis,  name,  which  may  be  traced,  however,  to  the 

C.  34.  36.  and  the  Chronicles  of  Idatius,  and  beginning  of  the  feventh  century,  as  the  di- 

the  two  Profpers,  inferted  in  the  Hitlorians  of  ftinftive  appellation  of  the  royal  family,  and 

France,  torn.  i.  p.  612 — 640.     To  thefe  we  even  of  the  French   monarchy.     An  ingeni- 

may  add  Salvian   de  Gubernatione  Dei,  1.  ous  critic  has  deduced  the  Merovino^ians  from 

vii.  p.  243,  244,  245.  and  the  Panegyric  of  the  great   Maroboduus ;  and  he  has  clearly 

Avitus,  by  Sidonius.  proved,  that  the  prince,  who  gave  his  name 

•"^  Reges  Crinitos  fe  creavifle  de  prima,  et  to  the  firft  race,  was   more  ancient  than   the 

ut  ita  dicam  nobiliori  fuorum  familia  (Greg,  father  of  Childeric.     See  Memoires  de  I'Aca- 

Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  p.  166.  of  the  fecond  vo-  demie  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  xx.  p.  52—90. 

Jume  of  the  Hiftorians  of  France).     Gregory    toin,  xxx.  p.  557 587. 

.7  Thefe 
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Thefe  princes  were  elevated  on  ;i  buckler,  the  fymbol  of  military  CHAP, 
■command  "  ;  and  the  royal  fafhion  of  long  hair  was  the  enfign  of 
their  birth  and  dignity.  Their  flaxen  locks,  which  they  combed 
and  drefled  with  lingular  care,  hung  down  in  flowing  ringlets  on 
their  back  and  fhoulders  ;  while  the  reft  of  the  nation  were  obliged, 
either  by  law  or  cuftom,  to  fhave  the  hinder  part  of  their  head  ^  to 
comb  their  hair  over  the  forehead,  and  to  content  themfelves  with 
tlie  ornament  of  two  fmall  whifkers  ".  The  lofty  ftature  of  the 
Franks,  and  their  blue  eyes,  denoted  a  Germanic  origin  ;  their  clofe 
apparel  accurately  expreilcd  the  figure  of  their  limbs  ;  a  weighty 
l'v\or-d  v/as  fufpended  from  a  broad  belt  ;  their  bodies  were  protedled 
by  a  large  Ihield :  and  thefe  warlike  Bai'barians  were  trained,  from 
their  earlieft  youth,  to  run,  to  leap,  to  fvvim;  to  dart  the  javelin,  or 
battle-axe,  with  unerring  aim;  to  advance,  without  hefitation,  againft 
a  fuperior  enemy  ;  and  to  maintain,  either  in  life  or  death,  the  in- 
vincible reputation  of  their  anceftors  ''.  Clodion,  the  firft  of  their 
long-haired  kings,  whofe  name  and  adlions  are  mentioned  in  authen- 
tic hiftory,  held  his  refidence  at  Difpargum  ",  a  village,  or  fortrefs, 
whofe  place  may  be  alTigned  between  Louvain  and  Bruflels.  From 
the  report  of  his  fpies,  the  king   of  the  Franks  was  informed,  that 

''  This   German    cuftom,  which  may  be  by  Agathias  (torn.  ii.  p.   49. )>  and  by  Grc- 

traced  from  Tacitus   to   Gregory  of  Tours,  gory  of  Tours,  1.   iii.    18.  vi.    24..  viii.   10. 

was  at  length  adopted   by  the  emperors   of  torn.  ii.  p.  196.  zyS.  316. 

ConSantinople.      From  a  MS.  of  the   tenth  "'  See   an  original  piflure  of  the    figure, 

century,   IWontfaucon  has  delineated  the  re-  drefs,     arms,    and     temper   of   the    ancient 

prefentation   of  a   fimilar  ceremony,   which  Franks    in    Sidonius    Apollinaris   (Panegyr. 

the  ignorance  of  the  age  had  applied  to  king  Majorir.n,   238  —  254.);    and    fuch  piflures, 

David.     See   Monuments  de   la'  Mosiarchie  though  coarfely  crawn,  have  a  real   and  in- 

Franjolfe,  torn.  i.  Difcourfe  Preliminaire.  trinfic   value.      Father  Daniel    (Hiil.    de  la 

"*  Ca;faries  prolixa  .  .  .  .  crinium   flngellis  Milice   Frangoife,  torn.  i.  p.  2 — 7.)   has  il- 

per  terga  dlmiflis,  &c.     See   the  Preface  to  lullrated  the  defcription. 

third  volume  of  the   Hiftorians  of  France,  ^°  Dubos,  Hift.   Critique,   &c.  torn.  i.   p. 

and  the  Abbe  Le  Boeuf  (DifTcrtat.   tom.  iii.  271,  272.      Some  geographers   have   placed 

p.  47  — 79.).     This   peculiar  fafhion   of  the  Difpargum  on  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine, 

Merovingians  has  been  remarked  by  natives  See  a  note  of  the  Benediftine  Editors  to  the 

.and  ftrangers;  by  Prifcus  (tom.  i.  p.  60S.),  Hiftorims  of  France,  tom.ii.  p.  166. 

Vol.  hi.  3  F  the 
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C  M  A  P.  the  defencelcfs  ftate  of  the  fecond  Belgic  muft  yield,  on  the  flightcfl; 
attack,  to  the  valour  of  his  fubjeds.  He  boldly  penetrated  through 
the  thickets  and  morafles  of  the  Carbonarian  foreft  ^'  ;  occupied 
Tournay  and  Cambray,  the  only  cities  which  exifted  in  the  fifth 
century,  and  extended  his  conquefts  as  far  as  the  river  Somme,  over 
a  defolate  country,  whofe  cultivation  and  populoufnefs  are  the  effedts 
of  more  recent  indufl:ry''\  While  Clodion  lay  encamped  in  the  plains 
of  Artois  ",  and  celebrated,  with  vain  and  oftcntatious  fecurity,  the 
marriage,  perhaps,  of  his  fon,  the  nuptial  feaft  was  interrupted  by 
the  unexpedled  and  unwelcome  prefence  of  iEtius,  who  had  paffed  the 
Somme  at  the  head  of  his  light  cavalry.  The  tables,  which  had 
been  fpread  under  the  fhelter  of  a  hill,  along  the  banks  of  a  pleafant 
ftream,  were  rudely  overturned  ;  the  Franks  were  oppreffed  before 
they  could  recover  their  arms,  or  their  ranks  ;  and  their  unavailing 
valour  was  fatal  only  to  themfelves.  The  loaded  waggons,  v»'hich  had 
followed  their  march,  afforded  a  rich  booty  ;  and  the  virgin-bride, 
with  her  female  attendants,  fubmitted  to  the  new  lovers,  who  were 
impofed  on  them  by  the  chance  of  war.  This  advantage,  which 
had  been  obtained  by  the  fkill  and  adlivity  of  iEtius,  might  reflect: 
fome  difgrace  on  the  militaiy  prudence  of  Clodion  ;  but  the  king  of 
the  Franks  foon  regained  his  ftrength  and  reputation,  and  ftill  main- 
tained the  poffeflion  of  his  Gallic  kingdom  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Somme  ".     Under  his  reign,  and  m.oft  probably  from  the  enterprifmg 

fpirit 

■'   The  Carbonarian  wood,  was  that  part  The  precife  fpot  was  a  town,  or  village,  called 

of  the   great  foicit  of  the  Ardennes,  which  \icas  Helena;  and    both  the  name  and  the 

lay  between  th'e  Efcaut,  or  Scheld,  and   the  place  are  difcovered  by  modern  geographers 

Meufe.     Valef.  Notit.  Gall.  p.  126.  at  Lens.  See  Valef.  Notit.  Gall.  p.  246.  Lon- 

^-  Gregor.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  guerue,  Defcription  de  la  France,  torn. ii. p. 88. 

166,   167.     Fredegar.  Epitom.  c.  9.  p.  395.  ^+  See  a  vague  account  of  the  adion   ie 

GeIlaReg.FMncor.c.5.iniom.ii.p.544.  Vit.  Sidonius.      Panegyr.   Majcrian.    212  —  230. 

St.  Remig^.  ab  Hincmar,  in  torn.  iii.  p.  373.  The  French   critics,   impatient   to  eftablifli 

*5           ■'           Francus  qua  Cloio  patcntes  their  monarchy  in  Gaul,  have  drawn  a  ftrong 

Atrebatum  terras  pervaferat. argument  from  the  filence  of  Sidonius,  who 

Panegyr.  Majorian.  2 1 2.  dares    not    infinuate,     that   the    vanquifhed 

Franks 
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fpirit  of  his  fubjeds,  the  three  capitals,  Mentz,  Treves,  and  Cologne,    ^JIJ},^'' 

A.  AA  V  . 

experienced  the  efFeds  of  hoflile  cruelty  and  avarice.     The   diftrefs    1 r-~~> 

of  Cologne  was  prolonged  by  the  perpetual  dominion   of  the  fame 
Barbarians,  who  evacuated  the  ruins  of  Treves  ;   and  Treves,  which, 
in  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  had  been,  four  times  bcfieged  and  pillaged, 
was  difpofed  to  lofe  the  memory  of  her  afflictions  in  the  vain  amufe- 
ments  of  the  circus  ^^     The  death  of  Clodion,  after  a  reign  of  twenty 
years,  expofed  his  kingdom  to  the  difcord  and  ambition  of  his  two 
fons.     Mcroveus,  the  younger  ''^  was  perfuaded  to  implore  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  Rome  ;  he  was  received  at  the  Imperial  court,  as  the  ally 
of  Valentinian,  and   the   adopted    fon  of  the  patrician  iEtius ;  and 
difmiUcd,  to  his  native  country,  with  fplendid  gifts,  and  the  ftrongefl 
afliirances  of  friendfhip  and  fupport.     During  his  abfence,  his  elder 
brother  had  folicited,  with  equal  ardour,  the  formidable  aid  of  Attila ; 
and  the  king  of  the  Huns  embraced  an  alliance,  which  facilitated  the 
pafl'age  of  the   Rhine,  and  juftified,  by  a  fpecious  and  honourable 
pretence,  the  invafion  of  Gaul  ^^ 

When  Attila  declared  his  refolution  of  fupporting  the  caufe  of  his   The  adven- 
allies,  the  Vandals  and  the  Franks,  at  the  fame  time,  and  almoft  in   pHncefs  Ho~ 


the  fpirit  of  romantic  chivalry,  the  favage  monarch  profeffed  himfelf 

the   lover  and  the  champion    of  the  princefs  Honoria.      The,  filler 

Franks  were  compelled  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  the  Franks,  who  reigned  on  the  banks  of  the 

Dubos,  torn.  i.  p.  322.  Necker:   but  the  arguments  of  M.  de  Fonce- 

^5  Salviaii   (de  Gubernat.  Dei,  1.  vi.)  has  magne  (Mem.   de  I'Academie,   torn.  viii.  p. 

exprefled,     in   vague   and   declamatory  Ian-  464.)    feem  to  prove,  that   the   fucceflion  of 

guage,  the  misfortunes  of  thefe  three  cities,  Clodion  was  difputed  by  his   two  fons,  and 

which  are  diftinftly  afcertained  by  the  learn-  that  the  younger  was  Mcroveus,  the  father  of 

ed  Mafcou,  Hid.  of  the  Ancient  Germans,  Childeric. 

i-\'.  21.  ^''  Under  the  Merovingian  race,  the  throne 

*'  Prifcus,  in   relating    the  conteft,    does  was  hereditary  ;  but  all   the  fons  of  the  de- 

not  name   the  two   brothers;  the  fecond   of  ceafed  monarch  were  equally  intitled  to  their 

whom   he  had  feen   at    Rome,    a    beardlefs  ftiare  of  his  treafures  and  territories.     See  the 

youth,  with  long  flowing  hair  (Hiftorians  of  Diflertations   of  M.  de  Foncemagne  in   the 

France,  torn.  i.    p.  607,  (108.).     The  Bene-  fixth  and  eighth  volumes  of  the  Memoires  de 

di^Hne  Editors  are  inclined   to   believe,  that  I'Academie. 
they  were  the  fons  of  fome  unknown  king  of 

3  F  2                                                of 


noria. 


404 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


CHAP,    of  Valentlnian  was  educated  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna  ;  and  as  her 

XXXV 

marriage  might  be  produdive  of  fome  danger  to  the  date,  (he  was 
raifed,  by  the  title  of  Augujla '',  above  the  hopes  of  the  moft  pre- 
fumptuous  fubjed.     But  the  fiiir  Honoria  had   no  fooner  attained 
the  fixteenth  year   of  her  age,  than   fhe   detefted   the   importunate 
greatnefs,  which  muft  for  ever  exclude  her  from   the   comforts  of 
honourable  love  :    in  the   midft   of  vain  and   unfatisfactory  pomp, 
Honoria  fighed,  yielded  to  the  impulfe  of  nature,  and  threw   her- 
fclf  into  the  arms  of  her  chamberlain  Eugenius.    Her  guilt  and  ftiame 
(fuch  is  the  abfurd  language  of  imperious  man)  were  foon  betrayed  by 
the  appearances  of  pregnancy :  but  the  difgrace  of  the  royal  family  was 
publifhed  to  the  world  by  the  imprudence  of  the  emprefs  Placidia  ; 
who  difmifled  her  daughter,  after  a  ftridl  and  Ihameful  confinement, 
to  a  remote  exile  at  Conftantinople.     The  unhappy  princefs  pafled 
twelve  or  fourteen  years    in  the  irkfome   fociety  of  the   fifters   of 
Theodofms,  and  their  chofen  virgins  ;  to  whofe  crown  Honoria  could 
no  longer   afpire,  and  whofe  monaftic  afliduity  of  prayer,  fafting, 
and  vigils,  fhe  reludtantly  imitated.      Her  impatience   of  long  and 
hopelefs  celibacy,  urged  her  to  embrace  a  ftrange  and  defperate  re- 
folution.     The  name  of  Attila  was  familiar  and  formidable  at  Con- 
ftantinople ;  and  his  frequent  embaflies  entertained  a  perpetual  inter^ 
courfe  between  his  camp  and  the  Imperial  palace.     In  the  purfuit  of 
love,  or  rather  of  revenge,  the  daughter  of  Placidia  facrificed  eveiy 
duty,  and  every  prejudice  ;  and  offered  to   deliver  her  perfon  into 
the  arms  of  a  Barbarian,  of  whofe  language  fhe  was  ignorant,  whole 
figure  was  fcarcely  human,  and  whofe   religion  and   m.anners   fhe 
abhorred.     By  the  miniftry  of  a  faithful  eunuch,  flie  tranfmitted  to 
Attila   a   ring,  the  pledge  of  her  afFedtion ;  and  earneftly  conjured 

*'  A  medal  is  ftill  extant,  which  exhibits  improper  legend  of  Salus  Reifutlicai  round 
the  pleafing  countenance  of  Honoria,  with  the  monagram  of  Chrift.  See  Ducange,  Fa- 
the  title  of  Augufta;  and  on  the  rcverfe,  the     mil.  Byzantin.  p.  67  73. 

hiroi. 
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him  to  claim  her  as  a  lawful  fpoufc,  to  whom  he  had  heen  fecretly    CHAP. 

betrothed.     Thefe  indecent  advances  were  received,  however,  v/ith    > . ' 

coldnefs  and  difdain  ;  and  the  king  of  the  Huns  continued  to  mul- 
tiply the  number  of  his  wives,  till  his  love  was  awakened  by  the 
more  forcible  paffions  of  ambition  and  avarice.  The  invafion  of 
Gaul  was  preceded,and  juftified,  by  a  formal  demand  of  the  princefs 
Honoria,  with  a  juft  and  equal  fliare  of  the  Imperial  patrimony. 
His  predeceflbrs,  the  ancient  Tanjous,  had  often  addrefled,  in  the 
fame  hoflile  and  peremptory  manner,  the  daughters  of  China  ;  and 
the  pretenfions  of  Attila  were  not  leis  ofFenfive  to  the  majefty  of 
Rome.  A  firm,  but  temperate,  refufal  v/as  communicated  to  his 
ambaffadors.  The  right  of  female  fucceflion,  though  it  might  derive 
a  fpecious  argument  from  the  recent  examples  of  Placidia  and  Pul- 
cheria,  was  ftrenuoufly  denied  ;  and  the  indlflbluble  engagements  of 
Honoria  were  oppofed  to  the  claims  of  her  Scythian  lover """.  On 
the  difcoveiy  of  her  connection  with  the  king  of  the  Huns^  the 
guilty  princefs  had  been  fent  away,  as  an  object  of  horror,  from 
Conftantinople  to  Italy :  her  life  was  fpared;  but  the  ceremony  of 
her  marriage  was  performed  with  fome  obfcure  and  nominal  huf- 
band,  before  fhe  was  immured  in  a  perpetual  prifon,  to  bewail  thofe 
crimes  and  misfortunes,  which  Honoria  might  have  efcaped,  had  fhe 
not  been  born  the  daughter  of  an  emperor  ^°. 

A  native  of  Gaul,   and  a  contemporary,   the  learned  and  eloquent   Attila  in- 
Sidonius,  who  was  afterwards  bifliop  of  Clermont,  had  made  a  pro-  an/beiicges 
mife  to  one  of  his  friends,  that  he  would  compofe  a  regular  hiftory  of  ?'  'X^"^' 
the  war  of  Attila.     If  the  modefty  of  Sidonius  had  not  difcouraged 

*'  See  Prilcus,  p.  39,,  40.  It  might  be  fcfily  rci\'.ted  by  Jornandes,  de  Succeffione 
fairly  alleged,  that  if  temales  could  fucceed  Regii.  c  97.  and  de  Reb.  Get.  c.  42.  p.  674. ; 
to  the  throne,  Valentinian  himfelf,  v^ho  had  and  in  the  Chronicles  of  Profper,  and  Mar- 
married  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  cellihus  ;  but  they  cannot  be  made  confift- 
youn5,cr  Theodofius,  would  have  aflerted  her  ent,  or  probable,  unlefs  we  feparate,  by  an 
right  to  the  eaflern  empire.  interval  of  time  and  place,  her  intjigue  with 

*"  The  adventurei  of  Honoria  are  impcr-  Eugenius,  and  her  invitation  of  A  :til  a. 

7  -  hlLU 
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CHAP,    him  from  the  profecution  of  this  interefting  work",  the  hiftorlan  would 

XXXV 

have  related,  with  the  fimplicity  of  truth,  thofe  memorable  events,  to 
which  the  poet,  in  vague  and  doubtful  metaphors,  has  concifely  al- 
luded '\  The  kings  and  nations  of  Germany  and  Scythia,  from  the 
Volga  perhaps  to  the  Danube,  obeyed  the  warlike  fummons  of 
Attila.  From  the  royal  village,  in  the-plains  of  Hungary,  his  ftan- 
dard  moved  towards  the  Weft  ;  and,  after  a  march  of  feven  or  eight 
hundred  miles,  he  reached  the  conflux  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Neckcr  ; 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  Franks,  who  adhered  to  his  ally,  the 
elder  of  the  fons  of  Clodion.  A  troop  of  light  Barbarians,  who 
roamed  in  queft  of  plunder,  might  chufe  the  winter  for  the  conve- 
nience of  paffing  the  river  on  the  ice  ;  but  the  innumerable  cavalry 
of  the  Huns  required  fuch  plenty  of  forage  and  proviiions,  as  could 
be  procured  only  in  a  milder  feafon ;  the  Hercynian  foreft  fupplicd 
materials  for  a  bridge  of  boats;  and  the  hoftile  myriads  were  poured, 
with  refiftlefs  violence,  into  the  Belgic  provinces  ".  The  confterna- 
tion  of  Gaul   was  univerfal ;  and  the  various  fortunes  of  its   cities 

"  Exegeras    mlhi,     ut  promitterem    tibi,  Et  jam  terrificis  difFuderat  Attila  turmis 

Attils  bellum  ftylo  me  pofteris  intimaturum  In  campos  fe  Belga  tuos. 

....  cceperam    fcribere,    fed   cperis    ariepti  Panegyr.  Avit.  319,  &c. 
fafce    perfpeao,     ta:duit    inchoafle.      Sidon,  "  The   moft  authentic  and  circumftantial 
Apoll.  1.  viii.  epift.  15.  p.  246.  account  of  this  war,  is  contained  in  Jornan- 
2*             ■            Subito  cum  rupta  tumultu  des  (deReb.Geticis,  c.36 — 41. p. 662  — 672.), 
Barbaries  totas  in  tetransfudcrat  Arftos,  who  has  fomctimes  abridged,  and  fometimes 
Gallia.     Pugnacem   Rugym    comitante  tranfcribed,  the  larger  hilfory  of  Caffiodorius. 
Gelono  Jornandes,  a  quotation  which  it  would  be  fu- 
Gepida  trux  fequitur ;    Scyrum  Burgun-  perfluous  to  repeat,  may  be  correfted  and  il- 
dio  cogit  :  luftratedby  Gregoryof  Tours,1.2.c.5,6,7.and 
Chunus,  Bellonotus,  Neurus,  B.ifterna,  the  Chronicles  of  Idatius,  Ifidore,  and  the  two 
Toringiis  Profpers.    All  the  ancient  teftimonies  are  col- 
Brufterus,  ulvofa  vcl  quenr  Nicer  abluit  lefted  andinfertedin  theHiftorians  of  France; 
unda  but  the  reader  ftould  be  cautioned  againfl:  a 
Prorumpit   Francus.     Ceciait  cito   fci^a  fuppofed  extrafl  from  the  Chronicle  of  Ida- 
bipenni  tius    (among   the  fragments  of  Fredegariusj 
Hercynia  in  lintres,  et  Rhenum  texuit  torn.  ii.  p.   462.),  which  often  contradicts 
alno.  the  genuine  text  of  the  Gallician  bifhop. 

have 
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have  been  adorned  by  tradition  with  martyrdoms  and  miracles  ^\    ^  ^^  ^^  P- 

XXXV 

Troyes  was  faved  by  the  merits  of  St.  Lupus ;  St.  Servatius  was  re- 
moved from  the  world,  that  he  might  not  behold  the  ruin  of  Tongres ; 
and  the  prayers  of  St.  Genevieve  diverted  the  march  of  Attila  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  But  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  Gallic 
cities  Vi^ere  alike  deftitute  of  faints  and  foldiers,  they  were  befieged 
and  ftormed  by  the  Pluns  ;  who  pradtifcd,  in  the  example  of  Metz^', 
their  cuftomary  maxims  of  war.  They  involved,  in  a  promifcuous 
maffacre,  the  priefts  who  fervcd  at  the  altar,  and  the  infants,  who, 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  had  been  providently  baptized  by  the  bifhop ; 
the  flourifhing  city  was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  a  folitary  chapel 
of  St.  Stephen  marked  the  place  where  it  formerly  flood.  From  the 
Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  Attila  advanced  into  the  heart  of  Gaul  ; 
crofled  the  Seine  at  Auxerre  ;  and,  after  a  long  and  laborious  march, 
l^xed  his  camp  under  the  walls  of  Orleans.  He  was  defirous  of  fe- 
curing  his  conquefts  by  the  pofleffion  of  an  advantageous  poft,  which 
commanded  the  pafTage  of  the  Loire  ;  and  he  depended  on  the  fecret 
invitation  of  Sangiban,  king  of  the  Alani,  who  had  promifed  to  betray 
the  city,  and  to  revolt  from  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  But  this 
treacherous  confpiracy  was  deteded  and  difappointed  :  Orleans  had 
been  ftrengthened  with  recent  fortifications  ;  and  the  aflaults  of  the 
Huns  were  vigorouHy  repelled  by  the  f.iithful  valour  of  the  foldiers, 
or  citizens,  who  defended  the  place.     The  paftoral  diligence  of  Ani- 

^*  The  «Ki:?>??Megendaries  deferve  fome  re-  flruftion  ofMetz?    At  the  difiance  of  no  more 

gard,  as  they  are    obliged   to   conneft  their  than  an  hundred  years,  could  Jie  be  ignorant, 

fables  with  the  real  hillory  of  their  own  times,  could  the  people  be  ignorant,  of  the  fate  of  a 

See  the  lives  of  St.  Lupus,  St.  Anianus,  the  city,  the  aftual  refidence  of  his  fovereio-ns,  the 

bilhops  of  Metz,  Ste.  Genevieve,  &c.  in  the  kings  of  Auftrafia  ?  The  learned  Count,  who 

Hiftorians  of  France,  torn.   i.   p.  644,  645.  feems  to  have  undertaken  the  apology  ofAttikj 

649.  torn.  iii.  p.  369.  and  the  Barbarians,  appeals  to  the  falfe  Ida- 

^'  The  fcepticifm   of  the  count  de  Buat  tius,  /crrfzrj  civitatibus  Germanias  et  Galliae, 

(Hill,   des  Peuples,   torn.  vii.   p.  C39,  540.)  and  forgets,   that  the  true  Idatius  had  explicit- 

cannot   be  reconciled  with  any  principles  of  ly  affirmed,  plurimae  civitates  ^f/a^/^j  among, 

rer/on  or  crjticifm.    Is  not  Gregory  of  Tours  which  he  enumerates  Metz. 
precife  and  pofitive  in  his  account  of  the  de- 

3  anusj. 
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anus,  a  birtiop  of  primitive  fandity  and  confummate  prudence,  ex- 
haufted  eveiy  art  of  religious  policy  to  fupport  their  courage,  till  the 
arrival  of  the  expected  fuccours.  After  an  obflinate  fiege,  the  walls 
-were  fhaken  by  the  battering  rams  ;  the  Huns  had  already  occupied 
the  fuburbs  ;  and  the  people,  v^'ho  were  incapable  of  bearing  arms, 
lay  proftrate  In  prayer.  Anianus,  who  anxioufly  counted  the 
.days  and  hours,  difpatched  a  trufty  meflenger  to  obfcrve,  from  the 
rampart,  the  face  of  the  diftant  country.  He  returned  twice,  without 
any  intelligence,  that  could  infpire  hope  or  comfort ;  but  in  his  third 
report,  he  mentioned  a  fmall  cloud,  which  he  had  faintly  defcried  at 
the  extremity  of  the  Jiorizon.  "  It  is  the  aid  of  God,"  exclaimed 
the  bifliop,  in  a  tone  of  pious  confidence  ;  and  the  whole  multitude 
repeated  after  him,  "  It  is  the  aid  of  God."  The  remote  object, 
on  which  every  eye  was  fixed,  became  each  moment  larger,  and 
more  diftind  ;  the  Roman  and  Gothic  banners  were  gradually  per- 
ceived ;  and  a  favourable  wind  blowing  afide  the  duft,  difcovered, 
'  in  deep  array,  the  impatient  fquadrons  of  iEtius  and  Theodoric,  who 
prefled  forwards  to  the  relief  of  Orleans. 

The  facility  with  which  Attila  had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of 
Gaul,  may  be  afcribed  to  his  infidious  policy,  as  well  as  to  the  terror 
of  his  arms.  His  public  declarations  were  f!<:ilfully  mitigated  by  his 
private  affurances  ;  he  alternately  foothed  and  threatened  the  Romans 
and  the  Goths  ;  and  the  courts  of  Ravenna  and  Thouloufe,  mutually 
fufpicious  of  each  other's  intentions,  beheld,  with  fupine  indifference, 
the  approach  of  their  common  enemy,  ^tius  was  the  fole  guardian 
of  the  public  fafety ;  but  his  wifeft  meafures  were  embarraffed  by  a 
fadlion,  which,  fmce  the  death  of  Placidia,  infefted  the  Imperial 
palace  :  the  youth  of  Italy  trembled  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet ;  and 
the  Barbarians,  ■  who,  from  fear  or  affedlion,  were  inclined  to  the 
caufe  of  Attila,  awaited,  with  doubtful  and  venal  faith,  the  event  of 
xhe  war.     The  patrician  paffed  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  fome  troops, 

whofe 
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^'hofe  llicngth  and  numbers  fcarcely  defei-ved  the  name  of  an  army'^ 
i3t:t  on  his  arrival  at  Aries,  or  Lyons,  he  was  confounded  by  the 
intelligence,  that  the  Vifigoths,  rcfufmg  to  embrace  the  defence  of 
Gaul,  had  determined  to  exped,  within  their  own  territories,  the 
formidable  invader,  whom  they  profelTed  to  defpife.  The  fenator 
Avitus,  who,  after  the  honourable  exercife  of  the  prrctorlan  Prefec- 
ture, had  retired  to  his  eftate  in  Am'^ergne,  was  perfuaded  to  accept 
the  important  embafTy,  which  he  executed  with  ability  and  fuccefs. 
He  reprelented  to  Theodoric,  that  an  ambitious  conqueror,  who 
afpired  to  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  could  be  refilled  only  by  the 
linn  and  unanimous  alliance  of  the  powers  whom  he  laboured  to 
opprefs.  The  lively  eloquence  of  Avitus  inflamed  the  Gothic  war- 
jiors,  by  the  dcfcription  of  the  injuries  which  their  anceftors  had 
fufFered  from  the  Huns  ;  whofe  implacable  fury  ftill  purfued  them 
from  the  Danube  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees.  He  ftrcnuoully  urged, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Chriftian  to  fave,  from  facrilegious 
violation,  the  churches  of  God,  and  the  relics  of  the  faints :  that  it 
was  the  intereft  of  every  Barbarian,  who  had  acquired  a  fettlement  in 
Gaul,  to  defend  the  fields  and  vineyards,  which  were  cultivated  for  his 
life,  againft  the  defolation  of  the  Scythian  fhepherds.  Theodoric  yielded 
to  the  evidence  of  truth ;  adopted  the  meafure  at  once  the  moft  pru- 
dent and  the  moft  honourable;  and  declared,  that,  as  the  fiuthful  ally  of 
iEtius  and  the  Romans,  he  was  ready  to  expofe  his  life  and  king- 
dom for  the  common  fafety  of  Gaul  ".     The  Vifigoths,  who,  at 

^*  Vix  liquerat  Alpes  Panegyric   of  Avitus,    and  tlie  thlrty-fixth 

Aetiiis,  tenue,  et  rarum  fine  milite  du-  chapter   of  Jornandes.      The    poet   and  the 

cens  hillorian   were   both   biafled  by   pcrfonal  or 

Robur,  in  auxUiis  Getlcum   male  ere-  national  prejudices.     The  former  exalts  the 

dulus  agmen  merit  and  importance  of  Avitus;  orbis,  Avite, 

IncafTum    propriis    prsefumens     adfore  falus,  &c. !     The  latter  is  anxious  to  fhew 

caftris.  the  Goths  in  the  mofl  favourable  light.     Yet 

Panegyr.  Avit.  3:8,  &c.  their  agreement,  when  they  are  fairly  inter- 

^^  The  policy  of  Attila,  of^tius,  and  of  preted,  is  a^roof  of  their  veracity. 

the  Vifigoths,  is  imperfedlly  defcribed  in  the 

Vol.  III.  3  G  that 


CHAP. 

XXXV. 


410  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

^vYYv^'    ^^^^^  time,  were  in  the  mature  vigour  of  their  fame   and   power, 
^  -.~  ■>    obeyed  with  alacrity  the  figaal  of  war  ;  prepared  their  arms  and 
horfes,  and  aflembled  under  the  ftandard  of  their  aged   king,  who 
was   refolved,  with  his  two  eldeft  fons,  Torifmond  and  Theodoric, 
to  command  in  perfon  his  numerous  and  vaKant  people.-    The  ex- 
ample of  the  Goths  determined  feveral  tiibes  or  nations,  that  fecmed 
to  flu£tuate  between  the  Huns  and  the  Romans.     The  indefatigable 
diligence  of  the  patrician  gradually  collected  the  troops  of  Gaul  and 
Germany,  who  had  formerly  acknowledged  themfelves  the  fubjeds^ 
or  foldiers,  of  the   republic,  but  who   now  claimed  the  rewards  of 
voluntary  fervice,    and   the   rank  of  independent  allies  ;  the  L.'Eti, 
the   Armoricans,    the  Breones,    the  Saxons,   the   Burgundians,  the 
Sarmatians,  or  Alani,  the  Ripuarians,  and  the  Franks  who  followed 
Meroveus  as  their  lawful  prince.     Such  was  the  various  army,  which> 
under  the  conduct   of  jEtlus   and  Theodoric,   advanced,   by  rapid 
marches,  to  relieve  Orleans,  and  to  give  battle  to  the  innumerable 
hoft  of  Attila  '\ 
Attila  retires        On  their  approach,  the  king  of  the  Huns  immediately  raifed   the 
cfCh.m-       fiege,  and  founded  a  retreat  to  recal  the  foremoft  of  his  troops  from 
pagne.  ^^^  pillage  of  a  city  which  they  had  already  entered  ^'.   The  valour  of 

Attila  was  always  guided  by  his  prudence  ;  and  as  he  forefaw  the 
fatal  confequences  of  a  defeat  in  the  heart  of  Gaul,  he  repaffed  the 
Seine,  and  expected  the  enemy  in  the  plains  of  Chalons,  whofe 

^'  The  review  of  the  army  of  ^tius  is  in  the   diocefe  of  Bayeux;  the  BurguticHatiT 

made  by  Jornandes,  c.  36.  p.  664.  edit.  Grot,  were  fettled  in  S.ivoy  ;  and  the  Breones  were 

torn.  ii.  p.  23.  of  the  Hillorians  of  France,  a  warlike  tribe  of  Rha;tianSj  to  the  call  of  the 

with  the  notes  of  the  BenediSine  Editor.  The  lake  of  Conllance. 

Lieti  were  a  promifcuous  race  of  Barbarians,         ^*  Aurelianenfis  urbis  obfidio,  oppngnatio, 

bcrn  or  naturalized  in  Gaul;  and  the  Riparii,  or  irruptio,  necdireptio,   1.  v.    Sidon.  ApoUin. 

Ripuarii,  derived  their  name  from  their  pofts  1.  viii.   epift.  15.    p.  246.     The  prefervation 

en  the  three  rivers,  the   Rhine,  the  Meufe,  of  Orleans  might  eafily  be  turned  into  a  mi- 

and   the  Mofelle  ;  the  Armoricans  pofTeffed  racle,  obtained,   and  foretold,  by  the  holy 

the  independent  cities  between  the  Seine  and  bilhop. 
the  Loire.  A  colony  ofSaxens  had  been  planted 

ihiooth 
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fmooth  and  level  furface  was  adapted  to  the  operations  of  his  Scydiian    ^  ^  ^  P- 
cavalry.     But  in  this  tumultuary  retreat,  the  vanguard  of  the  Romans,   n— v— — ', 
and  their   allies,  continually  preffed,  and  fometimes   engaged,   the 
troops  whom  Attila  had  polled  in  the  rear;  the  hoflile  columns,  ip 
the   darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  perplexity  of  the  roads,  might 
encounter  each  other  without  defign  ;  and  the  bloody  confli(fl  of  the 
Franks  and  Gepidce,  in  which  fifteen  thoufand  *"  Barbarians  were 
flain,  was  a  prelude  to  a  more  general  and  decifive  adiion.     The 
Catalaunian  fields  *'  fpread  themfelves  round  Chalons,  and  extend, 
according  to  the  vague  meafurement  of  Jornandes,  to  the  length  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  breadth  of  one  hundred,  miles,  over 
the  whole  province,  which  is  intitled  to  the  appellation  of  a  champaign 
country  *\     This  fpacious  plain  was  diftinguillied,  however,  by  fome 
inequalities  of  ground ;    and  the  importance  of  an  height,  which 
commanded  the  camp  of  Attila,  was  underftood,  and  difputed,  by 
the  two  generals.      The  young  and  valiant  Torifmond  firft  occu- 
pied the   fummit ;   the  Goths  rulhed  with  irrefiftible  weight  on  the 
Huns,  who  laboured  to  afcend  from  the  oppofite  fide  ;  and  the  pof- 
felTion  of  this  advantageous  poll  infpired  both  the  troops  and  their 
leaders  with  a  fair  afTurance  of  vidlory.   The  anxiety  of  Attila  prompt- 
ed him  to  confult  his  priells  and  harufpices.     It  was  reported,  that, 
after  fcrutinizing  the  entrails  of  victims,  and  fcraping  their  bones, 
they  revealed,  in  myflerious  language,  his  own  defeat,  with  the  death 
of  his  principal  adverfary ;   and  that  the  Barbarian,  by  accepting  the 
equivalent,  exprefTed  his  involuntary  efteem  for  the  fuperior  merit 

♦°  The  common  editions  read  xcm  ;  but  Notit.  Gall.  p.  136.     D'Anville,  Notice  ds 

there  is  fome  authority  of  manufcripts  (and  I'Ancienne  Gaule,  p.  212.  279. 
almoft  any  authority  is  fufficient)  for  the  more         *'  The  name  of  Campania,  or  Champagne, 

reafonable  number  of  XV M.  is    fiequently    mentioned     by    Gregcry    of 

'''Chalons,  or  Duro-Catalaunum,   after-  Tours;  and  that  great  province,  of  which 

wards  Catalauni,  had  formerly  made  a  part  Rheims  was  the  capital,  obeyed  the  command 

of  the  territory  of  Rheims,  from  whence  it  is  of  a  duke,     Valef.  Notit.  p.  120 — 123. 
diflant  only  twenty-feven  miles.     See  Valef. 

3  G  2  of 
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CHAP,  of  iEtlus.  But  the  unufual  dcfpondency,  which  feemed  to  prevail 
n_  ■  '  .  among  the  Huns,  engaged  Attila  to  ufe  the  expedient,  fo  familiar 
to  the  generals  of  antiquity,  of  animating  his  troops  by  a  military 
oration  ;  and  his  language  was  that  of  a  king,  who  had  often  fought 
and  conquered  at  their  head  *\  He  prcfled  them  to  confider  their 
part;  glory,  their  aftual  danger,  and  their  future  hopes.  The  fame 
fortune,  which  opened  the  deferts  and  morafTes  of  Scythia  to  their 
unarmed  valour,  which  had  laid  fo  many  warlike  nations  proftrate  at 
their  feet,  had  referved  the  Jojs  of  this  memorable  field  for  the  cori*- 
fummation  of  their  vi£tories.  The  cautious  fleps  of  their  enemies, 
their  ftridl  alliance,  and  their  advantageous  pofts  he  artfully  repre- 
fented  as  the  effeds,  not  of  prudence,  but  of  fear.  The  Vifigoths 
alone  were  the  ftrength  and  nerves  of  the  oppofite  army ;  and  the 
Huns  might  fecurely  trample  on  the  degenerate  Romans,  whofc  clofe 
and  compadl  order  betrayed  their  apprehenfions,  and  who  were  equally 
incapable  of  fupporting  the  dangers,  or  the  fiUigues,  of  a  day  of 
battle.  The  do£lrine  of  predeftination,  fo  favourable  to  martial  virtue, 
was  carefully  inculcated  by  the  king  of  the  Huns ;  who  afTured  his 
/iibjedts,,  that  the  warriors,  protedled  by  Heaven,  were  fafe  and  in- 
vulnerable amidfl  the  darts  of  the  enemy ;  but  that  tiie  uaemng 
Fates  would  ftrike  their  vidlims  in  the  bofom  of  inglorious  peace. 
"  I  myfelf,"  continued  Attila,  "  will  throw  the  firft  javelin,  and 
"  the  wretch  who  refufes  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  fovereign,  is 
*'  devoted  to  inevitable  death."  The  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians  was 
rekindled  by  the  prefei^e,  the  voice,  and  the  example  of  their  in- 
trepid leader ;  and  Attila,  yielding  to  their  impatience,  immediately 
formed  his  order  of  battle.     At  the  head   of  his  brave  and  faithful 

*'  I  am  fenfjble  that  thefe  military  oratiorts  dorius :  the  ideas,  and  even  the  expreflion^, 

are  ufually  compofed  by  the  hiftorian  ;    yet  have  an  original  Scythian  call ;  and  I  doubt, 

■  the  old  Gftrogoths,  who   had   ferved  under  whether  an  Italian  of  the  fixth  century,  would 

Attila,  might  repeat  his  difcourfe  to  Caffio-  have  tkoBght  of  the,  hujuscertaminis^axa'/a. 

6  Huns,, 
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Huns,  he  occupied,  in  perfon,  the  centre  of  the  line.     The  nations,    ^  H  A  P. 

fubjed  t-o  his  empire,  the  Rugians,  the  Heruh,  the  Thuringians,  the    \ ,-  -; 

Franks,  the  Burgundians,  were  extended,  on  either  hand,  over  the 
ample  fpace  of  the  Catalaunian  fields  ;  the  right  wing  was  commanded 
by  Ardaric,  king  of  the  Gepidxj  and  the  three  valiant  brothers, 
who  reigned  over  the  Oftrogoths,  were  ported  on  the  left  to  oppofe 
the  kindred  tribes  of  the  Vifigoths.  The  difpofition  of  the  allies  was 
regulated  by  a  different  principle.  Singiban,  the  faithlefs  king  of 
the  Alani,  was  placed  in  the  centre  ;  where  his  motions  might 
be  ftridly  watched,  and  his  treachery  might  be  inftantly  punifhed. 
iEtius  affumed  the  command  of  the  left,  and  Theodoric  of  the  right, 
wiiig;  while  Torifmond  flill  continued  to  occupy  the  heights  which 
appear  to  have  ftretched  on  the  flank,  and  perhaps  the  rear,  of  the 
Scythian  army.     The  nations  from  the  Volga  to  the  Atlantic  were  ^ 

affembled  on  the  plain  of  Chalons ;  but  many  of  thefe  nations  had 
been  divided  by  fadion,  or  conqueft,  or  emigration  ;  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  fimilar  arms  and  enfigns,  which  threatened  each  other, . 
prefented  the  image  of  a  civil  war. 

The  difcipline  and  taffies  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  form  an  in-  BattU  of 
tereftihg  part  of  their  national  manners.  The  attentive  ftudy  of 
the  military  operations  of  Xenophon,  or  Caefar,  or  Frederic,  when 
they  are  defcribcd  by  the  fame  genius  which  conceived  and  executed 
them,  may  tend  to  improve  (if  fuch  improvement  can  be  wifhed)'  the 
art  of  deftroying  the  human  fpecies.  But  the  battle  of  Chalons  can 
only  excite  our  curiofity,  by  the  magnitude  of  the  obje£t ;  fince  it 
was  decided  by  the  blind  impetuofity  of  Barbarians,  and  has  been 
related  by  partial  writers,  whofe  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  profeflion  fe- 
cluded  them  from  the  knowledge  of  military  affairs.  Caffiodorius, 
however,  had  familiarly  converfed  with  many  Gothic  warriors,  who 
ferved  in  that  memorable  engagement ;  "  a  conflift,"  as  they  in- 
form.ed  him,  "  fierce,  various,  obftinatei  and  bloody ;  fuch:  as  could 

"  not 
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C  H  A  P.    "  not  be  paralleled,  either  In  the  prefent,  or  in  pafl  ages."     The  num- 
ber of  the  flain  amounted  to    one    hundred   and   fixty-two    thou- 
fand,  or,   according  to   another  account,    three   hundred  thoufand 
perfons  ** ;  and  thefe  incredible  exaggerations  fuppofe  a  real  and  ef- 
fedtive  lofs,  fufficient  to  juftify  the   hiftorian's  remark,  that  whole 
generations   may  be   fwept  away,    by    the   madnefs   of  kings,    in 
the   fpace   of  a   fingle  hour.     After  the  mutual  and  repeated  dif- 
charge  of  miffile  weapons,  in  which  the  archers  of  Scythia  might 
fignalize  their  fuperior  dexterity,  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  two 
armies  were  .furioufly  mingled  in  clofer  combat.     The  Huns,  who 
fought  under  the  eyes  of  their  king,  pierced  through  the  feeble  and 
doubtful  centre  of  the  allies,  feparated  their  wings  from  each  other, 
and  wheeling,  with  a  rapid  effort,  to  the  left,  directed  their  whole 
force  againfl  the  Vifigoths.     As  Theodoric  rode  along  the  ranks,  to 
animate  his  troops,  he  received  a  mortal  ftroke  from  the  javelin  of 
Andages,  a  noble  Oftrogoth,  and  immediately  fell  from  his  horfe. 
The  wounded  king  was  oppreffed  in  the  general  diforder,  and  trampled 
under  the  feet  of  his  own  cavalry;  and  this  important  death  ferved  to 
explain  the  ambiguous  prophecy  of  the  Harufpices.     Attila  already 
exulted  in  the  confidence  of  vidory,  when  the  valiant  Torifmond 
defcended  from  the  hills,  and  verified  the  remainder  of  the  predic- 
tion.    The  Vifigoths,  who  had  been  thrown  into  confufion  by  the 
flight,  or  defedion,  of  the  Alani,  gradually  reftored  their   order  of 
battle  ;  and  the  Huns  were  undoubtedly  vanquifhed,  fince  Attila  was 
compelled  to  retreat.     He  had  expofed  his  perfon  with  the  ralhnefs 
of  a  private  foldier  ;  but  the  Intrepid  troops  of  the  centre  had  pufhed 
forwards  beyond  the  reft  of  the  line :  their  attack  was  faintly  fup- 

**  The  exprcffions  of  Jornandes,  or  rather  (Hiil.    Critique,  torn.  i.    p.  392,  393.)    at- 

cf  Caffiodorius,  are  extremely  llrong.   Bellum  tempts  to  recoRcile  the    162,000  of  fornan- 

atrox,  multiplex,  iinmane,  pertinax,  cui  fi>-  des,  with  the  jco.oco  of  Idatius  andlfidore ; 

mill   nulla    ufquam    narrat  antiquitas:    ubi  by  fuppofing,    that   the  larger  number   in- 

talia  gefta  referuntur,  ut  nihil  eflct  quod  in  eluded  the  total  deftruflion  of  the  war,  the 

vita  fua  confpicere   potuiflet    egrcgius,    qui-  cffefts  of  difeafe,^the  flaughter  of  the  unarm- 

hujus   miraculi  privaretur   afpedu.      Dubos  ed  people,  SiZ. 

*  ported ; 
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ported  ;  their  flanks  were  unguarded  ;  and  the  conquerors  of  Scythla    CHAP. 

and  Germany  were  faved  by  the  approach  of  the  night  from  a  total    ' , — ^ 

defeat.  They  retired  within  the  circle  of  waggons  that  fortified  their 
eamp ;  and  the  difmounted  fquadrons  prepared  themfelves  for  a  de- 
fence, to  which  neither  their  arms,  nor  their  temper,  were  adapted. 
The  event  was  doubtful :  but  Attila  had  fecured  a  Lift  and  honour- 
able refource.  The  faddles  and  rich  furniture  of  the  cavalry  were 
coUedled,  by  his  order,  into  a  funeral  pile ;  and  the  magnanimous 
Barbarian  had  refolved,  if  his  intrenchments  Ihould  be  forced,  to 
rufh  headlong  into  the  flames,  and  to  deprive  his  enemies  of  the 
glory  which  they  might  have  acquired,  by  the  death  or  captivity  of 
Attila  *\ 

But  his  enemies  had  pafTed  the  night  In  equal  diforder  and  anxiety.  Retreat  of 
The  Inconfiderate  courage  of  Torifmond  was  tempted  to  urge  the 
purfuit,  till  he  unexpectedly  found  himfelf,  with  a  few  followers,  in 
the  midft  of  the  Scythian  waggons.  In  the  confufion  of  a  nofturnal 
combat,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horfe ;  and  the  Gothic  prince  muft 
have  perilhed  like  his  father,  if  his  youthful  ftrength,  and  the  intre- 
pid zeal  of  his  companions,  had  not  refcued  him  from  this  dangerous 
iituation.  In  the  fame  manner,  but  on  the  left  of  the  line,  jEtius 
himfelf,  feparated  from  his  allies.  Ignorant  of  their  victory,  and 
anxious  for  their  fate,  encountered  and  efcaped  the  hoftile  troops, 
that  were  fcattered  over  the  plains  of  Chalons  ;  and  at  length  reached 
the  camp  of  the  Goths,  which  he  could  only  fortify  with  a  flight 
rampart  of  fhields,  till  the  dawn  of  day.  The  Imperial  general  was 
foon  fatlsfied  of  the  defeat  of  Attila,  who  ftill  remained  Inadlve 
within  his  Intrenchments  ;  and  when  he  contemplated  the  bloody 
feene,  he  obferved,  with  fecret  fatIsfa£tion,  that  the  lofs  had  princi- 

♦'  The  count  de  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peoples,  two  great  battles;  the  former  near  Oileans, 

&c.  torn.  vii.  p.  554— S730>    f'"  depend-  the  latter  in  Champagne  :  in  the  one,  Theo- 

ing  on  theyaZ/f,  and  again  rejefting  the /ra*  doric  was    flain  j  in  the  Other,    he  was  re- 

Idatius,  has  divided  the  defeat  of  Attiia  into  venged, 

pally 
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CHAP,   pally  fallen  on  the  Barbarians.     The  body  of  Theodorlc,  pierced 
»— — ,r— — '    with  honourable  wounds,  was  difcovered  under  a  heap  of  the  flahi : 
his  fuhjeds  bewailed  the  death  of  their  king  and  father ;    but  their 
tears  were  mingled  with  fongs  and  acclamations,  and  his  funeral  rites 
were  performed  in  the  face  of  a  vanquifhed  enemy.     The  Goths, 
clalhing  their  arms,  elevated  on  a  buckler  his  cldcft  fon  Torifmond, 
to  whom  they  JLiftly  afcribed  the  glory  of  their  fuccefs  ;  and  the  new 
king  accepted  the  obligation  of  revenge,  as  a  facred  portion  of  his 
paternal  inheritance.     Yet  the  Goths  themfelves  were  aftoniflied  by 
the  fierce  and  undaunted  afped:  of  their  formidable  antagonift ;  and 
their  hiftorian  has  compared  Attila  to  a  lion  cncompafied  in  his  den, 
and  threatening  his  hunters  with  redoubled  fury.     The.  kings  and 
nations,  who  might  have  deferted  his  ftandard  in  the  hour  of  dif-' 
trefs,  were  made  fenfible,  that  the  difpleafure  of  their  monarch  was 
the  mofl  imminent  and  inevitable  danger.     All  his  inftruments  of 
martial  mufic  inceffantly  founded  a  loud  and  animating  ftrain  of  de- 
fiance ;  and  the  foremoft  troops  who  advanced  to  the  affault,  were 
checked,  or  deflroyed,  by  fliowers  of  arrows  from  every  fide  of  the 
intrenchments.     It  was  determined  in  a  general  council  of  war,  to 
befiege  the  king  of  the  Huns  in  his  camp,  to  intercept  his  provifions, 
and  to  reduce  him  to  the  alternative  of  a  difgraceful  treaty,  or  an 
unequal  combat.     But  the  impatience  of  the  Barbarians  foon  dif- 
dained  thefe   cautious  and  dilatory  meafures  :    and  the  mature    po- 
licy of  Jitius  was  apprehenfive,   that,   after  the  extirpation  of   the 
Huns^  the  republic  woi;ld  be  opprefTed  by  the  pride  and  power  of 
the  Gothic  nation.     The  patrician  exerted  the  luperior  afcendant 
of  authority  and  reafon,  to  calm  the  paffions,  which  the  fon  -of  Theo- 
ric  confidered  as  a  duty ;    reprefented,  with  feeroing  afFedion,  and 
real  truth,  the  dangers  of  abfence  and  delay ;  and  perfuaded  Torif- 
mond to  difappoint,  by  his  fpeedy  return,   the  ambitious  defigns  of 
his  brothers,  who  miglit  occupy  the  throne  and  treafures  of  Thou- 

loufe. 
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Ioufe^\  After  the  departure  of  the  Goths,  and  the  feparatlon  of  the  ^Jl^,.^' 
allied  army,  Attila  was  furprifed  at  the  vaft  filence  that  reigned  over  u_— v — ^ 
the  plains  of  ChrUons :  the  fufpicion  of  fome  hoftile  ftratagem  de- 
tained him  feveral  days  within  the  circle  of  his  waggons ;  and  his 
retreat  beyond  the  Rhine  confefTed  the  laft  victory  which  was  at- 
chieved  in  the  name  of  the  Weftern  empire.  Meroveus  and  his 
Franks,  obferving  a  prudent  diflance,  and  magnifying  the  opinion 
of  their  flrength,  by  the  numerous  fires  which  they  kindled  every 
night,  continued  to  follow  the  rear  of  the  Huns,  till  they  reached 
the  confines  of  Thuringia.  The  Thuringians  ferved  in  the  army  of 
Attila :  they  traverfed,  both  in  their  march  and  in  tlieir  return,  the 
territories  of  the  Franks  ;  and  it  was  perhaps  in  this  war  that  they 
exercifed  the  cruelties,  which,  about  fourfcore  years  afterwards,  were 
revenged  by  the  fon  of  Clovis.  They  mafl'acred  their  hofcages,  as 
well  as  their  captives ;  two  hundred  young  maidens  were  tortured 
with  exquifite  and  unrelenting  rage  ;  their  bodies  were  torn  afunder 
by  wild  horfes,  or  their  bones  were  cruflied  under  the  weight  of 
rolling  waggons ;  and  their  unburied  limbs  were  abandoned  on  the 
public  roads,  as  a  prey  to  dogs  and  vultures.  Such  were  thofe  favage 
anceftors,  whofe  imaginary  virtues  have  fometimes  excited  the  praife 
and  envy  of  civilized  ages*'! 

Neither  the  fpirit,    nor  the  forces,  nor  the  reputation,  of  Attila,  Invafion  of 
■were  impaired  by  the  failure  of  the  Gallic  expedition.     In  the  en-   tjia; 


"*'    JoTn.indes    de  Rebus   Geticis,    c.   41.         *'  Thefe  cruelties,  which   are  paffionately 

p.  671.     The  policy  of  ^tius,   and  the  be-  deploied   by   Theodoric   the   fon   of  Clovis 

haviour  of  Torifmond,    are   extremely   na-  (Gregory   of  Tours,  I.  iii.   c.  10.    p.  190  ), 

tural ;  and  the  patrician,  according  to  Gre-  fuit  the  time  and  circumftances  of  the  inva- 

gory  of  Tours    (1.   ii.    c.   7.    p.  163.),  dif-  fion  of  Attila.     His  refidence  in  Thuringia 

milled  the  prince  of  the  Franks,  by  fuggefting  was  long  attefled  by  popular  tradition;    and 

to   him  a  fimilar  apprehenfion.      The  falfe  he  is  fuppofed'to  have  afiembled  a  fea»-(j/(//rt/, 

Idatius  ridiculcully  pretends,  that  /Etius  paid  or  diet,  in   the  territory   of  I'^ifensch.     See 

a  chndeftine,  noflurnal,  vifit  to  the  kings  of  Ti'Iafcou,  ix.  30.  who  fettles  with  nice  accu- 

the  Huns  and  of  the  Vifrgoths ;   from  each  of  racy  the  extent  of  ancient  Thuringia,  and 

%vhom  he, obtained  a  bribe  of  ten  thoufand  derives  its  name  from,  tke  Goihic   tribe  of 

pieces  of  gold,  as  the  price  of  an  undifturbed  the  Thervingi, 
fctreat. 

Vol.  III.  "  3  Ii  fuhig 
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CHAP,  fulng  fpring,  he  repeated  his  demand,  of  the  princefs  Honoria,  and 
her  patrhnonial  treafures.  The  demand  was  again  rejedted,  or 
eluded  ;  and  the  indignant  lover  immediately  took  the  field,  palled 
the  Alps,  invaded  Italy,  and  befieged  Aquileia  with  an  innumerable 
hoft  of  Barbarians.  Thofe  Barbarians  were  unfkilled  in  the  methods 
of  condudling  a  regular  ilege,  which,  even  among  the  ancients,  re- 
quired fome  knowledge,  or  at  leaft  fome  practice,  of  the  mechanic 
arts.  But  the  labour  of  many  thoufand  provincials  and  captives, 
■whofe  lives  were  facrificed  without  pity,  might  execute  the  moll 
painful  and  dangerous  work.  The  fkill  of  the  Roman  artifts  might 
be  corrupted  to  the  deftru6tion  of  their  country.  The  walls  of  Aqui- 
leia were  aflaulted  by  a  formidable  train  of  battering  rams,  move- 
able turrets,  and  engines,  that  threw  ftones,  darts,  and  fire  ** ;  and 
the  monarch  of  the  Huns  employed  the  forcible  impulfe  of  hope,, 
fear,  emulation,  and  intereft,  to  fubvert  the  only  barrier  which  de- 
layed the  conqueft  of  Italy.  Aquileia  was  at  that  period  one  of  the 
richeft,  the  moR  populous,  and  the  ftrongeft  of  the  maritime  cities 
of  the  Hadriatic  coaft.  The  Gothic  auxiliaries,  who  appear  to  have 
ferved  under  their  native  princes  Alaric  and  Antala,  communi- 
cated their  intrepid  fpirit ;  and  the  citizens  ftill  remembered  the 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  refiftance,  which  their  anceftors  had  oppofed 
to  a  fierce, , inexorable  Barbarian,  who  difgraced  the  majefty  of  the 
Roman  purple.  Three  months  were  confumed  without  effe£t  in  the 
fiege  of  Aquileia ;  till  the  want  of  provifions,  and  the  clamours  of 
his  army,  compelled  Attila  to  relinqulfli  the  enterprife ;  and  re- 
luctantly to  iillie  his  orders,  that  the  troops  fhould  ftrike  their  tents 

♦'  Machinis  conftruiElis,  omnibufque  tor-  In  the  defence  of  their  country,  the  Chinefe 
mentorum  generibus  adhibitis.  Jornandes,  ufed  gunpowder,  and  even  bombs,  above  an 
c.  42.  p.  673.  In  the  thirteenth  century,  hundred  years  before  they  were  known  ia 
the  Moguls  battered  the  cities  of  China  with  Europe  ;  yet  even  thofe  cekftial,  or  infer- 
large  engines,  conflruftcd  by  the  Mahomet-  nal,  arms  were  infufficient  to  protedt  a  pufil- 
ans  or  Chriftians  in  their  fervice,  which  lanimous  nation.  See  Gaubil.  Hift.  des 
threw  ftones  from  150  to  30b  pounds  weight.  Mongous,  p.  70,  71.  155.  157,  S;c. 

the 


XXXV. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  419 

the  next  morning,  and  begin  their  retreat.  But  as  he  rode  round  C  H  A  p, 
the  walls,  penfive,  angry,  and  difappointed,  he  obfcrved  a  ftork, 
preparing  to  leave  her  neft,  in  one  of  the  towers,  and  to  fly  with 
her  infant  family  towards  the  country.  He  feized,  with  the  ready 
penetration  of  a  flatefman,  this  trifling  incident,  which  chance  had 
offered  to  fuperfliition  ;  and  exclaimed,  in  a  loud  and  cheerful  tone, 
that  fuch  a  domefliic  bird,  fo  confliantly  attached  to  human  fociety, 
would  never  have  abandoned  her  ancient  feats,  unlefs  thofe  towers 
had  been  devoted  to  impending  ruin  and  folitude  *'.  The  favourable 
omen  infpired  an  aflurance  of  vidtory ;  the  fiege  was  renewed,  and 
profecuted  with  frefh  vigour ;  a  large  breach  was  made  in  the  part 
of  the  wall  from  whence  the  ftork  had  taken  her  flight ;  the  Huns 
mounted  to  the  aflault  with  irrefiftible  fury  ;  and  the  fucceeding  ge- 
neration could  fcarcely  difcover  the  ruins  of  Aquileia  '°.  After  this 
dreadful  chaftifement,  Attila  purfued  his  march  ;  and  as  he  pafled, 
the  cities  of  Altinum,  Concordia,  and  Padua,  were  reduced  into 
heaps  of  ftones  and  afhes.  The  inland  towns,  Vicenza,  Verona, 
and  Bergamo,  were  expofed  to  the  rapacious  cruelty  of  the  Huns. 
Milan  and  Pavia  fubmitted,  without  reiiftance,  to  the  lofs  of  their 
wealth  ;  and  applauded  the  unufual  clemency,  which  preferved  from 
the  flames  the  public,  as  well  as  private,  buildings ;  and  fpared  the 
lives  of  the  captive  multitude.  The  popular  traditions  of  Comum, 
Turin,  or  Modena,  may  juftly  be  fufpeded  ;  yet  they  concur  with 
more  authentic  evidence  to  prove,  that  Attila  fpread  his  ravages 
over  the  rich  plains  of  modern  Lombardy ;  which  are  divided  by 

*'  The  fame  ftory  Is  told  by  Jornandes,  terwards,  affirmsj  that  Aquileia  was  fo  com- 

and  by  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.   1.  i.  c.  4.  pletely  ruined,    ita   ut  vix  ejus   veftigia,    ut 

p.  187,  188.):  nor  is  it  eafy  to  decide,  which  appareant,  reliquerint.  See  Jornandes  deReb. 

is  the  original.     But  the  Greek  hiftorian  is  Geticis,  c.  42.  p.  673.     Paul.  Diacon.   I.  ii. 

guilty  of  an  inexcufeable  miftake,  in  placing  c.  14.  p.  785.     Liutprand  Hift.  1.  iii.  c.  2. 

the   fiege   of  Aquileia   after    the   death   of  The  name  of  Aquileia  was  fometimes  applied 

iEtius.  to  Forum  Julii    (Cividad   del    Friull),    the 

5°  Jornandes,  about  an  hundred  years  af-  more  recent  capital  of  the  Venetian  province. 

-?  H  2  the 
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CHAP,     the  Po,  and  bounded  by  the  Alps  and  Apennine  ".     When  he  took 
V   -.       '    poffeflion  of  tlie  royal  palace  of  Milan,  he  was  furprifed,  and  of- 
fended,   at  the  fight   of  a  pidure,    which   reprefented   the  Crefars 
feated  on  their  throne,  and  the  princes  of  Scythia  proftrate  at  their 
feet.     The  revenge  which  Attila  inflidted  on  this  monument  of  Ro- 
man vanity,  was  harmlefs  and  ingenious.     He  commanded  a  painter 
to  reverfe  the  figures,  and  the  attitudes ;  andlhe  emperors  were  de- 
lineated on  the  lame  canvafs,  approaching  in  a  fuppliant  pofture  to 
empty  their  bags  of  tributary  gold  before  the  throne  of  the  Scythian 
monarch  ^\     The  fpedlators  muft  have  confefled  the  truth  and  pro- 
priety of  the  alteration  ;  and  were  perhaps  tempted  to  apply,  on  this 
fingular  occafion,  the  well-known  fable  of  the  difpute  between  the- 
lion  and  the  man  ". 
Foundation         It  IS  a  faying  worthy  of  the  ferocious  pride  of  Attila,  that  the  grafs 
hco/venice'  never  grew  on  the  fpot  where  his  horfe  had  trod.     Yet  the  favage 
deftroyer  undefignedly  laid  the  foundations  of  a  republic,  which  re- 
vived, in  the  feudal  ftate  of  Europe,  the  art  and  fpirit  of  commercial 
induftry*     The  celebrated  name  of  Venice,  or  Venetia  '*,  was  for- 
merly diffufed  over  a  large  and  fertile  province  of  Italy,  from  the 

'■  In  defcribing  this  war  of  Attila,  a  war  The  lion  in  Phsdrus  very  fooliflily  appeals 

fo  famous,  but  fo  iniperfeftly  known,  I  have  from  piftures  to  the  amphitheatre  :  and  lam 

taken  for  my  guides  two  learned  Italians,  glad  to  obferve,  that  the  native  tafte  of  La- 

who  confidered  the  fubjeft  with  fome  pecu-  Fontaine    (1.  iii.    fable  x.)    has  omitted  this- 

liar  advantages  ;  Sigonius,  dc  Imperio  Occi-  nioft  lame  and  impotent  conclufion. 

dentali,  1.  xiii.  in  his  works  torn.  i.  p.  495 —         '*  Paul  the  Deacon  (dcGeflis  Langobard.. 

502.;  andMuratorl,  Annalid'Italia,  torn.  iv.  1.  ii.  c.  14.  p.  734.)   defcribes  the  provinces 

p.  229  —  236,  Svo  edition.  of  Italy  about  the  end  of  the  eighth  century.. 

„.  .             ,                ,     r       ^        1  Veiteiia  non  folum  in  paucls  infulis  quas  nunc 

■^^  This  anecdote  may  he  found  under  two  ..        •      j-  •                 n        r  j    • 

.  ,      ,     ^               J             \     c  x.  venetias  dicimus,  conilat ;  led  ejus  terminus 

different  articles  (ii£j.oXa,vo>  and  .YoetJJio:)  ot  the  „           .      ^   .,          ,          ajj'        m     • 

^'^ .,    .         I.  „  .\       '  a  Pannonia:  Cnibus  ufque  Adduam   fiuviuin 

mifcellaneous  compilation  01  ouidas.  ,              ~i     i-ri          r.i               ■        .-n 

'""^                          ^  protelatur.     T  he  hiftory  of  that  province  till 

53    Leo    refpondit,     humana  hoc  piftum  the  age  of  Charlemagne  forms  the  firft  and 

manu  :  moil  interefting  part  of  the  Verona  Illuftrata, 

Videres  hominem  dejeftum,  fi  pingere  (p.  1—388.),  in  which  the  marquis  Scipia 

Leones  fcirent.  Maffei  has  fliewn  himfelf  equally  capable  of 

Appendix  ad  Phssdrum,  Fab.  xxv.  enlarged  views  and  minute  difquifitions. 

confines 
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confines  of  Pannonia  to  the  river  Acldua,  and  from  the  Po  to  the  Rh«-    CHAP. 

XXXV 
tlan  and  Julian  Alps.     Bcfoi-e  the  irruption  of  the  Barbarians,  fifty  ',-    '  • 

Venetian  cities  flourifhed  in  peace  and  profperity  :  Aquileia  was  placed 
ia  the  moft  confpicuous  ftation :    but  the  ancient  dignity  of  Padua 
was  fupported  by  agriculture  and  manufactures ;    and  the  property 
of  five  hundred  citizens,  who  were  entitled  to  the  equeftrian  rank 
muft  have  amounted,   at  the  ftridleft  computation,   to   one  million' 
feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds.     Many  families  of  Aquileia,  Pa- 
dua, and  the  adjacent  towns,  who  fled  from  the  fword  of  the  Huns 
found  a  fafe,  though  obfcure,   refuge  in  the  neighbouring  iflands  ". 
At  the  extremity  of  the  Gulf,  where  the  Hadriatic  feebly  imitates 
the    tides   of  the    ocean,   near  an  hundred  fmall  iflands  are   fepa-- 
rated    by   fhallow  water   from  the  continent,    and    protedled  from 
the  waves  by  feveral  long  flips  of  land,  which  admit  the  entrance  of 
vefl~els  through  fome  fecret  and  narrow  channels  ^*.     Till  the  middle 
of  the  fifth  century,    thefe  remote  and  fequeft;ered  fpots  remained 
without   cultivation,    with   few  inhabitants,    and   almoft  without   a 
name.      But  the  manners  of  the  Venetian  fugitives,  their  arts  and 
their  government,  w^ere  gradually  formed  by  their  new  fituation  ;  and 
one  of  the  epiftles  of  Cafliodorlus  ",  which  deferibes  their  condition 
about  feventy  years  aftei-wards,  may  be  confidered  as  the  primitive  mo- 
nument of  the  republic.     The  minifter  of  Theodoric  compares  them,, 

"  This  emigration  is  not  attefted  by  any  Maft'ci   (Verona  llluftrata,  part  i.  p.  240 

contemporary  evidence  ;  but  the  fad  is  proved  254.)  has  tranflated  and  explained  this  cu- 
by  the  event,  and  the  circumftances  might  be  rious  letter,  in  the  fpirit  of  a  learned  anti- 
preferved  by  tradition.  The  citizens  of  A-  quarian  and  a  faithful  fubjeft,  who  confi- 
quileis  retired  to  the  Ifle  of  Gradus,  thofe  of  dered  Venice  as  the  only  legitimate  offspring- 
Padua  to  Rivus  Altus,  or  Rialto,  where  the  of  the  Roman  republic.  He  fi.xes  the  date  of 
city  of  Venice  was  afterwards  built,  he.  the  epiille,  and  confequently  the  pra;fedure, 

"*  The  topography  and  antiquities  of  the  of  Cailiodorius,  A.  D.  523.;  and  :he  mar- 
Venetian  iflands,  from  Gradus  to  Clodia,  quis's  authority  has  the  more  weight,  as  he 
or  Chioggia,  are  accurately  ftated  in  the  had  prepared  an  edition  of  his  works,  and 
Differtatio  Chorographica  de  Italia  Medii  aclually  publilhed  a  DifTertation  on  the  true 
iEvi,  p.  151  — 155.  orthography  of  his  name.     See  Oflervazionii 

"    Caffiodor.   Variar.    1.    xii.    epill.    24.  Letterarie,  torn.  ii.  p-  290-339. 

S  iix. 
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CHAP.  In  his  quaint  declamatory  ftylc,  to  water-fowl,  who  had  fixed  their 
nefts  on  the  bofom  of  the  waves ;  and  though  he  allows,  that  the 
Venetian  provinces  had  formerly  contained  many  noble  families,  he 
infmuates,  that  they  were  now  reduced  by  misfortune  to  the  fame 
level  of  humble  poverty.  Fifh.  was  the  common,  and  almoft  the 
univerfal,  food  of  every  rank :  their  only  treafure  confifted  in  the 
plenty  of  fait,  which  they  extradled  from  the  fea  :  and  the  exchange 
of  that  commodity,  fo  eflential  to  human  life,  was  fubftituted  in  the 
neighbouring  markets  to  the  currency  of  gold  and  filver.  A  people, 
whofe  habitations  might  be  doubtfully  afligned  to  the  earth  or  water, 
foon  became  alike  familiar  with  the  two  elements ;  and  the  demands 
of  avarice  fucceeded  to  thofe  of  neceflity.  The  iflanders,  who,  from 
Grado  to  Chiozza,  were  intimately  connected  with  each  other,  pe- 
netrated into  the  heart  of  Italy,  by  the  fecure,  though  laborious, 
navigation  of  the  rivers  and  inland  canals.  Their  veflels,  v/hich  were 
continually  increafmg  in  fize  and  number,  vifited  all  the  harbours  of 
the  Gulf;  and  the  marriage,  which  Venice  annually  celebrates  with 
the  Hadriatic,  was  contracted  in  her  early  infancy.  The  epiftle  of 
Cafliodorius,  the  Prsetorian  prsefedl,  is  addrefled  to  the  maritime 
tribunes :  and  he  exhorts  them,  in  a  mild  tone  of  authority,  to  ani- 
mate the  zeal  of  their  countiymen  for  the  public  fervice,  which  re- 
quired their  afliftance  to  tranfport  the  magazines  of  wine  and  oil 
from  the  province  of  Iftria  to  the  royal  city  of  Ravenna.  The  am- 
biguous office  of  thefe  magiftrates  is  explained  by  the  tradition,  that, 
in  the  twelve  principal  iflands,  twelv^e  tribunes,  or  judges,  were  cre- 
ated by  an  annual  and  popular  election.  The  exiftence  of  the  Ve- 
netian republic  under  the  Gothic  kingdom  of  Italy,  is  attefted  by  the 
fame  authentic  record,  which  annihilates  their  lofty  claim  of  ori- 
ginal and  pei-petual  independence  ■\ 

The 

'*  See,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  Amelot     Venife,  a  trandation  of  the  famous  5^«///fff/tf. 
de  la  Houflaie  Hiftoire  du  Gouvernement  de    This  book,  which  has  been  exalted  far  above 

its 
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Romans, 


The  Italians,  who  had  lone;  fince  renounced  the  exerclfe  of  arms,    CHAP. 
.,                                 ^                                                                                XXXV. 
were  furprifed,  after  forty  years  peace,  by  the  approach  of  a  formi-   • ' 

dable  Barbarian,  whom  they  abhorred,  as  the  enemy  of  their  reli-  peace  to'the 
gion,  as  well  as  of  their  republic.  Amidfl  the  general  confternation, 
jEtius  alone  was  incapable  of  fear  ;  but  it  was  impofTible  that  he  fhould 
atchieve,  alone,  and  unafTifted,  any  military  exploits  worthy  of  his 
former  renown.  The  Barbarians  who  had  defended  Gaul,  refufed 
to  march  to  the  relief  of  Italy  ;  and  the  fuccours  promifed  by  the 
Eaftern  emperor  were  diftant  and  doubtful.  Since  Jitius,  at  the 
head  of  his  domeftic  troops,  ftlll  maintained  the  field,  and  harafTed 
or  retarded  the  march  of  Attila,  he  never  fhewed  himfelf  more  truly 
great,  than  at  the  time  when  his  condudt  was  blamed  by  an  ignorant 
and  ungrateful  people  ".  If  the  mind  of  Valentinian  had  been  fuf- 
ceptible  of  any  generous  fentiments,  he  would  have  chofen  fuch  a 
general  for  his  example  and  his  guide.  But  the  timid  grandfon  of 
Theodofms,  inftead  of  fharing  the  dangers,  efcaped  from  the  found 
of  war;  and  his  hafly  retreat  from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  from  an  im- 
pregnable fortrefs  to  an  open  capital,  betrayed  his  fecret  intention  of 
abandoning  Italy,  as  foon  as  the  danger  fhould  appi'oach  his  Imperial 
perfon.  This  fliameful  abdication  was  fufpended,  however,  by  the 
fpirit  of  doubt  and  delay,  which  commonly  adheres  to  pufillanimous 
counfels,  and  fometimes  correds  their  pernicious  tendency.  The 
Weftern  emperor,  with  the  fepate  and  people  of  Rome,  embraced 
the  more  falutary  refolution  of  deprecating,  by  a  folemn  and  fup- 
pliant   embafly,  the  wrath  of  Attila.     This  important  commiflion 

its  merits,  is  ftained,  in  every  line,  with  the  viribus,  quas  in  Gallia  amiferat,  Italiam  in- 
difingenuous  malevolence  of  party:  but  greJi  per  Pannonias  intendit ;  nihil  duce 
the  principal  evidence,  genuine  and  apocry  noftro  ^tio  fecundum  prioris  belli  opera 
phal,  is  brought  together,  and  the  reader  profplciente,  &c.  He  reproaches  ^Etius  with 
will  eafily  chufe  the  fair  medium.  negleiting  to  guard  the  Alps,  and  with  a  de- 
59  Sirmond  (Not.  ad  Sidon.  Apollin.  p.  fign  to  abandon  Italy  :  but  this  rafh  cenfure 
19.)  has  publiflicd  a  curious  paflage  from  the  may  at  leail  be  counterbalanced  by  the  fa- 
Chronicle  of  Profper.     Attila  redintegratis  vourable  teftimoniesof  Idatius  andlfidore. 

/>  '  was. 
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^J^Jtr^'  was  accepted  by  Avienus,  who,  from  his  birth  and  riches,  his  con- 
fiilar  dignity,  the  numerous  train  of  his  cHents,  and  his  perfonal 
abiUties,  held  the  firft  rank  in  the  Roman  fenate.  The  fpecious 
and  artful  charader  of  Avienus  %  was  admirably  qualified  to  con- 
'duCt  a  negociation,  either  of  public  or  private  intereft :  his  colleague 
Trigetius  had  exercifed  the  Praetorian  praefedture  of  Italy ;  and  Leo, 
bifliop  of  Rome,  confented  to  expofe  his  life  for  the  fafety  of  his 
flock.  The  genius  of  Leo  *'  was  exercifed  and  difplayed  in  the 
public  misfortunes  ;  and  he  has  deferved  the  appellation  of  Greaty 
by  the  fuccefsful  zeal,  with  which  he  laboured  to  eftablifh  his  opi- 
nions, and  his  authority,  under  the  venerable  names  of  orthodox 
£iith,  and  ecclefiaftical  difcipline.  The  Roman  ambaifadors  were 
introduced  to  the  tent  of  Attlla,  as  he  lay  encamped  at  the  place 
v/here  the  flow-winding  Mincius  is  lofl;  in  the  foaming  v/aves  of  the 
lake  Benacus''\  and  trampled  with  his  Scythian  cavalry  the  farms 
of  Catullus  and  Virgil  ''\  The  Barbarian  monarch  lifliened  with  fa- 
vourable, and  even  refpedful,  attention ;  and  the  deliverance  of 
Italy  was  purchafed  by  the  immenfe  ranfom,  or  dowry,  of  the  prin- 
cefs  Honoria.     The  ftate  of  his  army  might  facilitate  the   treaty, 


*°  See  the  original  portraits  of  Avienus, 
and  his  rival  Bafilius,  delineated  and  con- 
trafted  in  the  epilllcs  (i.  9.  p.  22.)  of  Sido- 
rius.  He  had  fUidied  the  charafters  of  the 
two  chiefs  of  the  fenate  ;  but  he  attached 
kimfelf  to  Bafdius,  as  the  more  folid  and 
difinterefted  friend. 

*'  The  charafter  and  principles  of  Leo, 
niay  be  traced  in  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
original  cpillles,  which  illullrate  the  eccle- 
fiaftical hillory  of  his  long  and  bufy  ponti- 
ficate, frcm  A.  D.  440,  to  461.  SeeDupin, 
Bibliothcque  Ecclefiaftique,  torn.  iii.  part  ii. 
p.  120—  165. 

''-         ■  tardis  ingens  ubi  fle.xibus  crrat 

JiUitdia,  et  tcnera  prEte.xit  arundine  ripas 


Anne  lacus  tantos,  te  Lari  maxime,  teque 
Fluftibus,  et  fremitu  affurgens  Benace  mz- 

rino. 
'3  The  Marquis  MafFei  (Verona  Illuilrata, 
part  i.  p.  95.  129.  221.  part  ii.  p.  ii.  6.)  has 
illuilrated  with  tafte  and  learning  this  intcrell- 
ing  topography.  He  places  the  interview  of 
Atti)a  and  St.  Leo  near  Ariolica,  or  Ardelica, 
now  Pefchiera,  at  the  conflux  of  the  lake  and 
river  ;  afcertains  the  villa  of  Catullus,  in 
the  delightful  peninfula  of  Sarniio,  and  dif- 
covers  the  Andes  of  Virgil,  in  the  liliage 
of  Bandes,  precifely  fituate,  qua  fe  fubduccre 
colles  incipiunt,  where  the  Veroncfe  hills 
imperceptibly  Hope  down  into  the  p'dn  of 
Mantua. 


and 
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snd  haften  his  retreat.     Their  martial   fpirit    was  relaxed  by  the    CHAP. 

wealth  and  indolence  of  a  warm  climate.     Tlie  fhepherds  of  the    ' '"""'. 

North,  whofe  ordinary  food  confifted  of  milk  and  raw  flefli,  indulged 
themfclves  too  freely  in  the  ufc  of  bread,  of  wine,  and  of  meat, 
prepared  and  feafoned  by  the  arts  of  cookeiy  ;  and  the  progrefs  of 
difeafe  revenged  in  fome  meafure  the  injuries  of  the  Italians**.  When 
Attila  declared  his  refolution  of  carrying  his  viftorious  arms  to  the 
gates  of  Rome,  he  was  admoniflied  by  his  friends,  as  well  as  by  his 
enemies,  that  Alaric  had  not  long  furvived  the  conqueft  of  the  eternal 
city.  His  mind,  fuperior  to  real  danger,  was  aflaulted  by  imaginary 
terrors ;  nor  could  he  efcape  the  influence  of  fuperftition,  which  had 
fo  often  been  fubfervient  to  his  defigns*^'.  The  preffing  eloquence 
of  Leo,  his  majeflic  afpedt,  and  facerdotal  robes,  excited  the  vene* 
ration  of  Attila  for  the  fpiritual  father  of  the  Chriftians.  The  ap- 
parition of  the  two  apoftles,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  who  menaced 
the  Barbarian  with  inftant  death,  if  he  rejedled  the  prayer  of  their 
fucceflbr,  is  one  of  the  nobleft  legends  of  ecclefiaftical  tradition.  The 
fafety  of  Rome  might  deferVe  the  interpofition  of  celeflial  beings  ; 
and  fome  indulgence  is  due  to  a  f:ible,  which  has  been  reprefented 
by  the  pencil  of  Raphael,   and  the  chiflel  of  Algardi  "*. 

Before  the  king  of  the  Huns  evacuated  Italy,  he  threatened  to  The  death  of 
return  more  dreadful,  and  more  implacable,  if  his  bride,  the  princefs  ^"i)\:.. 

'*  Si  ftatim  infeRo  agmine  urbem  petiif-  mentioned  the  efi^dl  which  this  example  pro- 

fent,  grande  difcrimcn  ellet  :  fed  in  Venetia  duced  on  the  mind  of  Attila.    Jornandes,  c. 

quo  fere  traftu  Italia  niolliffima  eft,  ipsa  foli  4^.  p.  673. 

cCEiique  dementia  robur    elanguit.     Adhoc         '*  The  pifture  of  Raphael  is  in  the  Vati-, 

panis  usu  carnifque  cods,  et  dulcedine  vini  cart;  the  baflb  (or  perhaps  the  alto)  relievo 

mitigates,  &:c.     This  pr.lTige  of  Florus  (iii.  of  Algardi,  on  one  of  the  altars  of  St.  Peter's 

3.)  is  ftill  more  applicable  to  the  Huns  than  (fee  Diibos,  Reflexions  fur  la  Poefie  et  fur 

to  the  Cimbri,  andit  may  ferve  asacommen-  la  Peinture,  torn,  i,  p.  519,  520.).  Baronias 

tary  on  the  a7f_/?/V:/ plague,  with  which  Idatius  (Annal.    Ecclef.    A.  D.   452.  N°  57,  58.) 

and  Ifidore  have  afflifted  the  troops  of  At.  bravely  fuftains  the  truth  of  the  apparition  j 

lila.  which    is   rejeifked,    howeverj    by   the   moll 

*5  The  hiHorian    Prifcus    had   pofitively  learned  and  pious  Catholics. 

YOl,  III.  3  I  Honoria, 
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CHAP. 
XXXV. 


Honoila,  were  not  delivered  to  his  ambafTadors  within  the  term 
IHpulated  by  the  treaty.  Yet,  in  the  mean  while,  Attila  relieved  his 
tender  anxiety,  by  adding  a  beautiful  maid,  whofe  name  was  lldico, 
to  the  lift  of  his  innumerable  wives  ''\  Their  maiTiage  was  celebrated 
with  barbaric  pomp  and  feftivity,  at  his  wooden  palace  beyond  the 
Danube  ;  and  the  monarch,  opprefled  with  wine  and  fleep,  retired, 
at  a  late  hour,  from  the  banquet  to  the  nuptial  bed.  His  attendants 
continued  to  refpe£t  his  pleafures,  or  his  repofe,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  enfuing  day,  till  the  unufual  fdence  alarmed  their  fears  and 
fufpicions ;  and,  after  attempting  to  awaken  Attila  by  loud  and  re- 
peated cries,  they  at  length  broke  into  the  royal  apartment.  They 
found  the  trembling  bride  fitting  by  the  bedfide,  hiding  her  face 
with  her  veil,  and  lamenting  her  own  danger,  as  well  as  the  death 
of  the  king,  who  had  expired  during  the  night  °^  An  artery  had 
fuddenly  burft  ;  and  as  Attila  lay  in  a  fupine  pofture,  he  was  fufFo- 
cated  by  a  torrent  of  blood,  which,  inftead  of  finding  a  paflage 
through  the  noftrils,  regurgitated  into  the  lungs  and  ftomach.  His- 
body  was  folemnly  expofed  in  the  midft  of  the  plain,  under  a  filken 
pavilion ;  and  the  chofen  fquadrons  of  the  Huns,  wheeling  i-ound 
in  meafured  evolutions,  chaunted  a  funeral  fong  to  the  memory  of 
a  hero,  glorious  in  his  life,  invincible  in  his  death,  the  father  of 


*'  Attila,  ut  Prifcus  hiftoricus  refert,  ex- 
tindlionis  fu3c  tempore,  puellam  lldico  no- 
inine,  decoram  valde,  fibi  matrimonium  poll 
innumerabiles  uxores  .  .  focians.  Jornandes, 
c.  49.  p.  683,  684.  He  afterwards  adds  (c. 
50.  p.  686.),  Filii  Attilff,  quorum  perlicen- 
tiam  libidinis  poene  populus  fuit.  Polygamy 
has  been  eftablifhed  among  the  Tartars  of 
every  age.  The  rank  of  plebeian  wives  is 
regulated  only  by  their  perfonal  charms ; 
and  the  faded  matron  prepares,  without  a 
murmur,  the  bed  which  is  deftined  for  her 
blooming  rival.  But  in  royal  families,  the 
daughters  of  Khans  communicate  to  their 


fons  a  prior  right  of  inheritance.     See  Ge- 
nealogical Hiftory,  p.  406,  407,  408. 

*^  The  report  of  her  guilt  reached  Con- 
ftantinople,  where  it  obtained  a  very  difFerent 
name  ;  and  Marcellinus  obferves,  that  the 
tyrant  of  Europe  was  flain  in  the  night  by 
the  hand,  and  the  knife,  of  a  woman.  Cor- 
neille,  who  has  adapted  the  genuine  account 
to  his  tragedy,  defcribes  the  irruption  of 
blood  in  forty  bombaft  lines,  and  Attila  ex- 
claims, with  ridiculous  fury, 

S'il  ne  vent  s'arreter  (his  blcod), 

(IXt-il)  on    me  payera    ce  qui  m'en    v» 


couter. 


his- 
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his  people,  the  fcourge  of  his  enemies,  and  the  terror  of  the  workh  ,^  }^  ^  ^' 
According  to  their  national  cuftom,  the  Barbarians  cut  off  a  part  of  ^- — ,r— ' 
their  huir,  gaflied  their  faces  with  unfecmly  wounds,  and  bewailed 
their  valiant  leader  as  lie  deferved,  not  with  the  tears  of  women, 
but  with  the  blood  of  warriors.  The  remains  of  Attila  were  in- 
clofed  within  three  coflins,  of  gold,  of  filver,  and  of  iron,  and  pri- 
vately buried  in  the  night:  the  fpoils  of  nations  were  thrown  into 
his  grave  ;  the  captives  who  had  opened  the  ground  were  inhumanly 
mafllicred  ;  and  the  fame  Huns,  who  had  indulged  fuch  exceflive 
grief,  feailed,  with  diffolute  and  intemperate  mirth,  about  the  recent 
fepulchre  of  their  king.  It  was  reported  at  Conftantinople,  that  on 
the  fortunate  night  in  which  he  expired,  Marcian  beheld  in  a  dream 
the  bow  of  Attila  broken  afunder  :  and  the  report  may  be  allowed 
to  prove,  how  feldom  the  image  of  that  formidable  Barbarian  was 
abfent  from  the  mind  of  a  Roman  emperor  °°. 

The  revolution  which  fubverted  the  empire  of  the  Huns,  efta-  Deftruftior. 
blifhed  the  fame  of  Attila,  whbfe  genius  alone  had  fuftained  the 
huge  and  disjointed  fabric.  After  his  death,  the  boldeft  chieftains 
afpired'  to  the  rank  of  kings  ;  the  moft  powerful  kings  refufed  to 
acknowledge  a  fuperior  ;  and  the  numerous  fons,  whom  fo  many  va- 
rious mothers  bore  to  the  deceafed  monarch,  divided  and  difputed, 
like  a  prrvate  inheritance,  the  fovereign  command  of  the  nations  ,of 
Germany  and  Sc)thia.  The  bold  Ardaric  felt  and  reprefented  the 
difgrace  of  this  fervile  partition  ;  and  his  fubjecls,  the  waiiike  Ge- 
pidac,  with  the  Ollrogoths,  under  the  conduit  of  three  valiant  bro- 
thers, encouraged  th;ir  allies  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  freedom  and 
royalty.  In  a  bloody  and  decifive  conflidl:  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Netad,  in  Pannonia,  the  lance  of  the  Gepidx,  the  fword  of  the 
Goths,  the  arrows  of  the  Huns,  the  Suevic  infantry,  the  light  arms 

*'  The  curious  circumftances  of  the  death     des  (c.   49.  p.  683,  684,  685.),  and  were 
and  funeral  of  Attila,  are  related  byjornan-     probably  tranfcribed  from  Prifcus* 

3  I  2  of 
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fupported  each  other ;   and  the  vidlory  of  Ardaric  was  accompanied 
with  the  flaughter  of  thirty   thoufand   of  his  enemies.     Elhic,  the 
elded  fon  of  Attila,  loft  his  life  and  crown  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Netad  :    his  early  valour  had  ralfed  him   to  the  throne  of  the 
Acatzires,  a  Scythian   people,  whom  he  fubdued ;  and   his   father, 
who    loved   the  fuperior    merit,  would  have   envied  the   death,   of 
Ellac'°.     His  brother  Denglfich,  with  an  army  of  Huns,  ftill  formi- 
dable in  their  flight  and  ruin,  maintained  his  ground  above  fifteen 
years  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube.     The  palace  of  Attila,  with  the 
old  country  of  Dacia,  from  the  Carpathian  hills  to  the  Euxine,  be- 
came the  feat  of  a  new  power,  which  was  ere£ted  by  Ardaric,  king 
of  the  Gepidse.     The  Pannonian  conquefts,    from  Vienna  to  Sir- 
mium,  were  occupied  by  the  Oftrogoths  ;  and  the  fettlements  of  the 
tribes,  who  had  fo  bravely  afferted  their  native  freedom,  were   ir- 
regularly diftributed,  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  refpeftive 
ftrength.     Surrounded  and  bpprefled  by  the  multitude  of  his  father's 
flaves,  the  kingdom  of  Dengifich  was  confmed  to  the  circle  of  his 
waggons  ;  his  defperate   courage  urged  him  to  invade  the  Eaftern 
empire  ;  he  fell   in  battle  ;  and  his  head,  ignominioufly  expofed  in 
the  Hippodrome,  exhibited  a  grateful  fpeftacle  to  the  people  of  Con- 
ftantinople.     Attila  had  fondly  or  fuperftitloufly  believed,  that  Irnac, 
the  youngeft  of  his  fons,  was  deftined  to  perpetuate  the  glories   of 
his  race.     The  character  of  that  prince,  who  attempted  to  m.oderate 
the  rafhnefs  of  his  brother  Dengifich,  was  more  fuitable  to  the  declin- 
ing condition  of  the  Huns;  and  Irnac, with  his fubjedihords, retired 


'°  See  Jornandes,    de  Rebus  Geticis,   c.  fuorum    cunfla    tela  frangentem,    Suevum 

50.  p.  6S5,  6S6,  687,  683.     His  diftiniflion  pede,  Hunnum   fagitta  prsfumere,  Alanum 

of  the  national  arms  is  curious  and  import-  gravi,   Herulum  levi,    armatura,    aciem  in- 

ant.    Nam  ibi  admirandum  reor  fiiiffe  fpefta-  ftruere.     I   am  not  precifely  informed  of  (he 

culum,  ubi  cernere  erat  cunftis,  pugnantem  fuuation  of  the  river  Netad. 
Gothum  enfe  furentem,  Gepidam  in  vulnere 

n  into 
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into  the  Keart  of  the  Leflcr  Scythia.     They  were  foon  overwhelmed    ^J^^  ^' 

by  a  torrent  of  new  Barbarians,  v/ho  followed  the  fame  road  which    ' , ' 

their  own    ariceftors  had    formerly    difcovered.     The    Gcougcn^    or 

Avares,   whofe  refidence  is  afligned  by  the   Greek  writers   to  the 

fhores  of  the  ocean,  impelled  the  adjacent  tribes  ;  till  at  length  the 

Igours  of  the  North,  iflliing  from  the  cold  Siberian  regions,  which 

produce  the  moft  valuable  furs,  Ipread  themfelves  over  the  defert, 

as  far  as  the  Borifthenes  and  the  Cafpian  gates ;  and  finally  extin- 

gnifhed  th€  empire  of  the  Huns". 

Such  an  event  might  contribute  to  the  fafety  of  the  Eaftern  em-  v.ilent[nian 

pire,  vuider  the   reign  of  a  prince,  who  conciliated  the   friendfliip,  pitrkiai/  ^ 

without  forfeiting  the  efteem,  of  the  Barbarians.     But  the  emperor  ^'i^^' 

"=■  ^  A.D.  454. 

of  the  Weft,  the  feeble  and  diflblute  Valentinian,  who  had  reached 
his  thirty-fifth  year,  without  attaining  the  age  of  reafon  or  courage,, 
abufed  this  apparent  fecurity,  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  his 
ov/n  tihrone,  by  the  murder  of  the  patrician  jEtius.  From  the  inftindl 
of  a  bafe  and  jealous  mind,  he  hated  the  man,  who  was  univerfally 
celebrated  as  the  terror  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  fupport  of  the 
republic  ;  and  his  nev/  favourite,  the  eunuch  Heraclius,  awakened 
the  emperor  from  the  fupine  lethargy,  which  might  be  difguifed, 
during  the  life  of  Placidia  ",  by  the  excufe  of  filial  piety.  The 
fame  of  ^tius,  his  wealth  and  dignity,  the  numerous  and  martial 
train  of  Barbarian  followers,  his  powerfvd  dependents,  who  filled  the 
eivil  oflices  of  the  ftate,  and  the  hopes  of  his  fon  Gaudentius,  who 


''  Two   modern   hiftorians   have   thrown  A.  D.  450.     She  was    buried  at  Ravenna, 

much  new  light  on  the  ruin  and  divifion  of  where   her  fepulchre,  and   even  her  corpfe, 

the  empireof  Attila.    M.  de  Buat,  by  his  la-  feated  in  a  chair  of  cyprefs  wood,   were  pre- 

boricus  and  minute  diligence  (torn.  viii.   p.  fervcd  for  ages.     The  emprefs received  many 

3  —31.  68—94.)  ;  and  IVI.   de  Guignes,  by  compliments  from  the  orthodox  clergy;  and 

his  extraordinary  knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  St.  Peter  Chryfologus  afllired  her,  that   her 

language  and  writers.     See  Hift.  des   Hans,  zeal  for  the  Trinity  had  been  recompenfed 

torn.  ii.  p.  315  —  319-  by  an  auguft  trinity  of  children.     See  Tille- 

'-  Placidia  died  at  Rome,  November  27,  mont,  Hift,  des  Emp.  torn.  vi.  p.  240. 

was 
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c  n  A  r.  ^-vas  already  contraded  to  Eudoxia,  the  emperor's  daughter,  had 
raifed  him  above  the  rank  of  a  fubjetH:.  The  ambitious  defigns,  of 
•which  he  \va§  fecretly  accufed,  excited  the  fears,  as  well  as  the  re- 
fentment,  of  Valentinian.  iEtius  himfelf,  fupported  by  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  his  merit,  'his  fervices,  and  perhaps  his  innocence, 
feems  to  have  maintained  a  haughty  and  indifcreet  behaviour.  The 
patrician  offended  his  fovereign  by  an  hoftile  declaration ;  he  aggra- 
vated the  offence,  by  compelling  him  to  ratify,  with  a  folemn  oath, 
a  treaty  of  reconciliation  and  alliance  ;  he  proclaimed  his  fufpicions  ; 
he  negle£led  his  fafety  ;  and  from  a  vain  -confidence  that  the  enemy, 
whom  he  defpifed,  was  incapable  even  of  a  manly  crime,  he  raflily 
ventured  his  perlbn  in  the  palace  of  Rome.  Whilft  he  urged,  per- 
haps with  intemperate  vehemence,  the  marriage  of  his  fon;  Valen- 
tinian, drawing  his  fword,  tlie  firft  fword  he  had  ever  drawn,  plunged 
it  in  the  breaft  of  a  general  who  had  faved  his  empire  :  his  courtiers 
and  eunuchs  ambitioufly  ftruggled  to  imitate  their  mafter  ;  and 
jEtius,  pierced  with  an  hundred  wounds,  fell  dead  in  the  royal 
prefence.  Boethlus,  the  Praetorian  prxfeft,  was  killed  at  the  fame 
moment  ;  and  before  the  event  could  be  divulged,  the  principal 
friends  of  the  patrician  were  fummoned  to  the  palace,  and  feparately 
murdered.  The  horrid  deed,  palliated  by  the  fpecious  names  of 
iuftice  and  neceffity,  was  immediately  communicated  by  the  emperor 
to  his  foldiers,  his  fubjeds,  and  his  allies.  The  nations,  who  were 
ftrangers  or  enemies  to  TEtius,  generoufly  deplored  the  unworthy 
fate  of  a  hero ;  the  Barbarians,  who  had  been  attached  to  his  fer- 
yice,  djffembled  their  grief  and  refentment;  and  the  public  contempt, 
which  had  been  fo  long  entertained  for  Valentinian,  v/as  at  once 
converted  into  deep  and  univerfal  abhorrence.  Such  fentiments  fel- 
dom  pervade  the  walls  of  a  palace  ;  yet  the  emperor  was  confounded 
by  the  honeft  reply  of  a  Roman,  whofe  approbation  he  had  not 
cUldained  to  folicit.     "  I  am  ignorant,  Sir,  of  your  motives  or  pro- 

"  vocations ; 
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*'  vocations  ;   I  only  know,  that  vou  have  aiStedJike  a  man  Nvho  ^  ^^  ^  ^'• 
^           .       .  '          ,                                             xxw. 
*'  cuts  oft  his  right  hand  with  his  left".'  > . — ^ 

The  luxury  of  Rome  feems  to  have  attradted  the  long  and  fre-  and  mviihet 

quent  vifits   of  Valentinian  ;  who  was  confequently  more  defpiied  mIxikuis. 

at  Rome  than  in   any  other  part   of  his  dominions.     A   republican 

fpirit   was  infenfibly  revived  in   the  fenate,  as  their  authority,  and 

even  their  fupplies,  became  neccfTary  for  the  fupport  of  his  feeble 

government.     The   ftately    demeanour   of  an   hereditary    monarch 

offended  their  pride  ;  and  the  pleafures  of  Valentinian  were  injurious 

to   the    peace  and    honour   of   noble   families.     The    birth  of  the 

emprefs  Eudoxia  was  equal  to  his  own,  and  her  charms  and  tender 

afFeftion  deferved   thofe  teflimonics   of  love,  which  her  inconftant 

hufband  difTipated  in  vague  and  unlawful  amours.     Petronlus  Maxi- 

mus,  a  wealthy  fenator  of  the  Anician  family,  v/ho  had  been  tv^rice 

conful,  was  poffefied  of  a  chafhe  and  beautiful  wife :  her  obftinate 

refiftance  ferved  only  to  irritate  the  defires  of  Valentinian  ;  and  he 

refolved   to   accomplilli  them   either  by  fh-atagem  or  force.     Deep. 

gaming  was  one  of  the  vices  of  the  court  :  the  emperor,   who,   by 

chance  or  contrivance,  had  gained  from  Maximus  a  confiderable  fum,, 

uncourteoufly   exadted    his   ring  as    a  fecurity  for   the   debt ;    and 

fent  it  by  a   trufty  meflenger  to  his  wife,  with  an   order,  in   her 

hufband's  name,  that  fhe   fhould   immediately   attend  the   emprefs 

Eudoxia.     The  unfufpefting  wife  of  Maximus  was  conveyed  in  her 

litter  to  the  Imperial  palace  ;  the  emiflaries  of  her  impatient  lover 

conduced  her  to  a  remote  and  filent  bed-chamber;  and  Valentinian 

violated,  without  rem.oife,  the  laws  of  hofpitality..    Her  tears,  when 

fhe  returned  home ;   her   deep  affliftion ;  and  her  bitter  reproaches: 

againft   a  hufband,.  whom  fhe  confidered  as  the  accomplice  of  his 

'^Aetium  Placidiis  maclavit  femivir  amens,  not  inclined  to  flatter  a  minifter  who  had  in- 
is  the  expieflion  of  Sidonius  (Panegyr.  Avit.  jured  or  difgraced  Avitus  and  Majorian,  the 
359.).     The  poet  knew  the  world,  and  was     fucceffive  heroes  ofliisfong. 

own; 
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CHAP,    own  lliame,  excited  Maximus  to  a  iuft:  revenjre  ;  the  defire  of  re- 

XXXV.  '.  ,  .  ■'  .  r        Ti        r  • 

' .. '    veiige  was  ftimulated  by  ambition  ;  and  he  might  reafonably  alpire, 

by  the  free  fuffrage  of  the  Roman  fenate,  to  the  throne  of  a  de- 
tcfted  and  defpicable  rival.  Valentinian,  who  fuppofed  that  every 
human  breaft  was  devoid,  hke  his  own,  of  friendfhip  and  gra- 
titude, had  imprudently  admitted  among  his  guards  feveral  domef- 
tics  and  followers  of  jEtius.  Two  of  thefe,  of  Barbarian  race,  were 
^  perfuaded  to  execute  a  £acred  and  honourable  duty,  by  punifhing 
with  death  the  alTaffin  of  their  patron;  and  their  intrepid  courage 
did  not  long  exped;  a  f.ivourable  moment.  Whilft  Valentinian 
amufed  himfelf  in  the  field  of  Mars  with  the  fpedtacle  of  fome  mili- 
tary fports,  they  fuddenly  rufhed  upon  him  with  drawn  weapons, 
difpatched  the  guilty  Heraclius,  and  ftabbed  the  emperor  to  the  heart, 
without  the  leaft  oppofition  from  his  numerous  train,  who  feemed  to 
rcjoice  in  the  tyrant's  death.  Such  was  the  fate  of  Valentinian 
the  Tlra"d'\  the  laft  Roman  emperor  of  the  family  of  Theodo- 
fms.  He  faitlifully  imitated  the  hereditary  weaknefs  of  his  coufin 
and  his  two  uncles,  without  inheriting  the  gentlenefs,  the  purity, 
the  innocence,  which  alleviate  in  their  charadters  the  want  of  fpirit 
and  ability.  Valentinian  was  lefs  excufable,  fmce  he  had  pafiions, 
without  virtues :  even  his  religion  was  queftionable  ;  and  though  he 
never  deviated  into  the  paths  of  herefy,  he  fcandalized  the  pious 
Chriftians  by  his  attachment  to  the  profane  arts  of  magic  and  divi- 
nation. 

Symptoms  of  As  early  as  the  time  of  Sicero  and  Varro,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
^uin.  the   Roman  augurs,  that  the  twelve  vultures,  which  Romulus  had 


Death  of  Va- 
lentinian, 
A.  D.  4,^, 
March  16. 


'*  With  regard  to  the  caufe  and  circum-  by  five  or  fix  Chronicles,  none  of  which  were 

fiances  of  the  deaths  of  .lEtius  and  Valenti-  compofsd  in  Rome-or  Italy  ;  and  which  can 

nian,  our  information  is  dark  and  imperfefl.  only  exprefs,  in  broken  fentences,  the  popu- 

Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  4.  p.  186,  lar  rumours,  as  they  were  conveyed  to  GauJ, 

187,  188.)  is  a  fabulous  writer  for  the  events  Spain,   Africa,   Conilanunople,  or  Alexaa- 

which  precede  his  own  memory.     His  narra-  dria, 
iive  muft  tlierefore  be  fupplied  and  corrected 

feen. 
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feen,  reprefented  the  twelve  centuries^  affigned  for  tlie  flital  period  of    ^J5\A-^' 

"his  city  ".     This  prophecy,  difregardcd   perhaps   in  the   feafon  of   *— — v ' 

health  and  profpcrity,  infpired  the  people  with  gloomy  apprehen- 
fions,  when  the  twelfth  century,  clouded  with  difgrace  and  misfor- 
tune, was  almoft  elapfed  "  ;  and  even  pofterity  muft  acknowledge 
with  fome  furprife,  that  the  arbitrary  interpretation  of  an  accidental 
or  fabulous  circumftance,  has  been  ferioufly  verified  in  the  downflill 
of  the  Weftern  empire.  But  its  fall  was  announced  by  a  clearer 
omen  than  the  flight  of  vultures  :  the  Roman  government  appeared 
every  day  lefs  formidable  to  its  enemies,  more  odious  and  ojipreflive 
to  its  fubjeds".  The  taxes  were  multiplied  with  the  public  diftrefs; 
ceconomy  was  neglected  in  proportion  as  it  became  neceffary  ;  and 
the  injuftlce  of  the  rich  fliifted  the  unequal  burden  from  themfelves 
to  the  people,  whom  they  defrauded  of  the  indulgenc'ies  that  might 
fometimes  have  alleviated  their  mifery.  The  fevere  Inquifition, 
w^hich  confifcated  their  goods,  and  tortured  their  perfons,  compelled 
the  fubjedts  of  Valentlnian  to  prefer  the  more  fimple  tyranny  of  the 
Barbarians,  to  fly  to  the  woods  and  mountains,  or  to  embrace  the 
vile  and  abjedt  condition  of  mercenary  fervants.  They  abjured  and 
abhorred  the  name  of  Roman  citizens,  which  had  formerly  excited 

''  This  interpretation  of  Vettius,  a  cele-  ..-.-. 

brated  augur,  was  quoted   by  Varro,  in  the  Jam  prope  fata  tui  biflenas  Vulturis  ala$ 

xviiith  book  of  his  Antiquities.    Ceniorinus,  Implebant ;  fcis  namque  tuos,  fcis,  Roma, 

de  Die  Natali,  c.  17.  p.  90,  91.  edit.  Haver-  labores. 

camp.  See  Dubos,  Hitt.  Critique,  torn.  i.  p.  340  — 

'*  According  to  Varro,  the  twelfth  century  346. 

would  expire  A.  D.  447,  but  the  uncertainty  ''  The  fifth  book  of  Salvian  is  filled  with 

of  the  true  xra"  of  Rome  might  allow  fome  pathetic  lamentations,  and  vehement  invec- 

lati-tude  of  anticipation  or  delay.     The  poets  tives.     His  immoderate    freedom    ferves    to 

of  the  age,  Claudian  (de  Bell.  Getico,  265.)  prove  the  weaknefs,  as  well  as  the  corrup- 

and  Sidonius  (in  Panegyr.  Avit.  357.),  may  tion,  of  the  Roman  government.     His  book 

be  admitted  as  fair  witnefles  of  the  popular  waspublifhed  after  the  lofs  of  Africa  (A.  D. 

opinion.  439-)>    ^'^^   before    Attila's    war    (A.   D. 

Jam  reputant  annos,  interceptoque  volatd  45i-)' 

Vulturis,  incidunt  properatis  fscula  metis. 

Vol.  III.  3  K  the 
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the  ambition  of  mankind.  The  Armorican  provinces  of  Gaul,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  Spain,  were  thrown  into  a  ftate  of  dlforderly 
independence,  by  the  confc<Ierations  of  the  Bagaudse  ;  and  the  Im- 
perial minifters  purfued  with  profcriptive  laws,  and  ineffedlual  arms^ 
the  rebels  whom  they  had  made  '^  If  all  the  Barbarian  conquerors 
had  been  annihilated  in  the  fame  hour,  their  total  deflruclion  would 
not  have  reftored  the  empireof  the  Weft  :  and  if  Rome  ftill  furvived^ 
flie  furvived  the  lofs  of  freedom,,  of  virtue,  and  of  honour. 


'"  The  Bagauds  of  Spain,  who  fought 
pitched  battles  with  the  Roman  troops,  are 
repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  Chronicle  of  Ida- 
tius.  Salvian  has  defcribed  their  diilrefs  and 
rebellion  in  very  forcible  language.  Itaque 
nomen  civium  Romanorum  .  .  .  nunc  ultro 
repudiatur   ac  fugitur,    nee  vile  tamen  fed 

etiam  abominabiie  pcene  habetur Et 

hinc  eft  ut  etiam  hi  qui  ad  Barbaros  non  con- 
fugiuiUj  Barbara  tamen  ciTe  coguncur,  fcilicet 


ut  eft  pars  magna  Hifpanorum,  et  non  mi- 
nima  Gailorum De  Bagaudis  nunc 

mihi  fermo  eft,  qui  per  malos  judices  et 
cruentos  fpoliati,  aiHifti,  necati  poftquan*- 
jus  Romanse  libertatis   amiferant,.  etiam  ho- 

norem  Romani  nominis  perdiderunt 

Vocamus  rebeiles,  vocamus  pcrditos  quos  efle 
compulimus  criminofos.  De  Gubernat.  D?i, 
1.  V.  p.  158,  159. 
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C  I-I  A  r.     XXXVL 

Sack  of  Rome  ly  Gcnferk^  King  cf  the  V a?} dais. — Hh 
naval  Dcpredattofis. — Succejfion  of  the  lafl  Emperors 
of  the  Wefl^  Alaximus^  Avitus^  Majorian^  Severm^ 
A7ithemius^  Olybrius^  Glycerins^  Nepos^  yltcguflidus. — 
'total  RxtinSiion  of  the  Wejlerfi  Empire. — Reigji  of 
Odoacer^  the  frfl  Barbarian  King  of  Italy, 


THE  lofs  or  defolatlon  of  the  provinces,  from  the  ocean  to  the    c  H  A  P. 
Alps,  impaired  the  gloiy  and  greatnefs  of  Rome  :  her  internal    ^^^^\ 
profperity  was  irretrievably  deftroyed  by  the  feparation   of  Africa.    ^  avalpcwer 

,  of  the  Van- 

The  rapacious  Vandals  confifcated  the  patrimonial  eftates  of  the  dais, 
fenators,  and  intercepted  the  regular  fubfidies,  which  relieved  the  455.  ' 
poverty,  and  encouraged  the  idlenefs,  of"the  plebeians.  The  diflrefs 
of  the  Romans  was  foon  aggravated  by  an  unexpedled  attack ;  and 
the  province,  fo  long  cultivated  for  their  ufe  by  induftrious  and 
obedient  fubjedls,  was  armed  againft  them  by  an  ambitious  Barba- 
rian. The  Vandals  and  Alani,  who  followed  the  fuccefsful  Standard 
of  Genferic,  had  acquired  a  rich  and  fertile  territory,  which  ftretched 
along  the  coaft  above  ninety  days  journey  from  Tangier  to  Tri- 
poli ;  but  their  narrow  limits  were  prefled  and  confined,  on  either 
fide,  by  the  fandy  defert  and  the  Mediterranean.  The  difcovery  and 
conqueft  of  the  Black  nations,  that  might  dwell  beneath  the  torrid 
2one,  coiild  not  ten^t  the  rational  ambition  of  Genferic  :  but  he 

3  K  2  caft       * 
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c  H  A  P.    caft  his  eyes  towards  the  fca ;  he  refolved  to  create  a  naval  power,. 

XXXV'I. 
< r- — '    and  his  bold  refolution  was  executed  with  fleady  and  aftive  perfe- 

verancc.     The  woods  of  mount  Atlas  afforded  an  inexhauftible  nur-- 
fery  of  timber  ;  his  new  fubjeds  were  (killed  in  the  arts  of  naviga- 
tion and  fhip-building ;  he  animated  his  daring  Vandals  to  embrace 
a  modj   of  warfare  which  would  render  every  maritime    country 
acceffible  to  their  arms;  the  Moors  and  Africans   were  allured  by 
the  hopes  of  plunder  ;  and,   after   an  Interval  of  fix   centuries,  the 
fleets  that  ilTued  from-  the  port  of  Carthagje  again  claimed  the  empire 
of  the  Mediterranean.     The  fuccefs  of  the  Vandals,  the  conqueft  of 
Sicilv,  the  fack  of  Palermo,  and  the  frequent  defcents  on  the  coaft 
of  Lucania,  awakened  and  alarmed  the  mother  of  Valentinian,  and 
the  fifter  of  Theodofius.     Alliances  were  formed ;  and  armaments,, 
expenfive  and' ineffeftual^.  were  prepared,  for  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
common    enemy ;    who  rcferved    his    courage  to    encounter   thofe 
dangers  which  his  policy  could  not  prevent  or  elude.     The  defigns 
of  the   Roman   government   were    repeatedly   baffled   by  his  artful 
delays,    ambiguous    promifes,    and    apparent    conceflions;    and  the 
interpofition  of  his  formidable  confederate  the  king  of  the  Huns,> 
recalled  the  emperors  from  the  conqueft  of  Africa. to  the  care  of  their 
domeftic   fafety.     The   revolutions    of   the  palace,    which   left  the 
Weftern  empire  without  a  defender,  and  without  a  lawful  prince, 
difpelled  the  apprehenfions,   and  ftimulated  the  avarice,  of  Genferic. 
He  immediately  equipped  a  numerous  fleet  of  Vandals  and  Moors, 
and  caft  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber,  about  three  months  after  • 
the  death,  of  Valentinian,  and  the  elevation  of  Maximus  to  the  Im- 
perial throne. 
Thecharac-         ^he  private  life  of  the  fenatcr  Petronius  Maximus',  was  often 

ter  aad  reign  ^  .... 

oftheempe-    alleged  as  a  rare  example  of  human  felicity..    His  birth  was  noble 

rorMi-xiiniis, 

h.  D.  455,  and 

March   17. 

'  SiJonlus  Apollinaris  compofed  the  thir-     the  paradox  of  his  friend  Serranus,  who  en- 
teenth  epifde  of  the  fecond  book,  to  refute     tertained  a  fingular,  though  generous,  en- 

thuiiafni 
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and   illuftrious,   fince  he  deicended   from  the  Anician  family ;   liis    C  II  A  P. 

XXX  V  J 
aignity  was  fupported  by  an  adequate  patrimony  in  land  and  money  ; 

and  thefe  advantages  of  fortune  were  accompanied  with  hberal  arts, 
and  decent  manners,  which  adorn  oi-  imitate  the  ineftimable  gifts  of 
genius  and  virtue.     The  luxury  of  his  palace  and  table  was  hofpita- 
ble  and  elegant.     Whenever  Maximus  appeared  in  public,   he  was 
illrrounded  by  a  train  of  grateful  and  obfequious  clients  ^ ;   and  it  is 
po/hble  that  among'thefe-  clients,  he  might  deferve.  and  poffefs  fome 
real  friends.      His  merit  was  rewarded  by  the  favour  of  the  prince 
and  fenate  :  he  thrice  exercifed  the  office  of  Prxtorian  prsefed:  of 
Italy ;  he  was  twice   inverted  with  the  confulflilp,  and  he  obtained 
the  rank  of  patrician.     Thefe  civil  honours  were  not   incompatible 
with  the  enjoyment  of  leifure  and  tranquillity;  his  hours,  according 
to- the  demands  of  pleafiure  or  reafon,  were  accurately  diftributed  by 
a-  water-clock ;  and  this  avarice  of  time  may  be  allowed  to  prove 
the  fenfe  which  Maximus  entertained   of  his  own  happinefs.      The 
injury  which  he  received  from  the  emperor  Valentinian,  appears  to 
excufe  the  moft  bloody  revenge.     Yet  a  philofopher  might  have 
refledled,  that,   if  the  refiftance  of  his  wife   had   been  fmcere,  her 
chaftity  was  ftill  inviolate,  and  that  it  could  never  be  reftored  if  fhe 
had  Gonfented  to  the  will  of  the   adulterer.     A  patriot  would  have 
hefitated,   before  he  plunged  himfelf  and  his  country  into  thofe  in- 
evitable calamities,  which  muft  follow  the  extin^ftion  of  the  royal 
houfe  of  Theodofms.     The   imprudent  Maximus  difregarded  thefe 
falutary  confideratlons  :  he  gratified  his  refentment  and  ambition  ; 
he  faw  the  bleeding  corpfe  of  Valentinian  at  his  feet ;  and  he  heard 
himfelf  faluted  emperor  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  fenate  and 

thufiafm  for   the   deceafed   emperor.     This  *Clientum,  prsvia,  pedifequa,  circuinfuCj, 

epiftle,  with  fome  indulgence,  may  claim  the  populofitas,  is  the  train  which  Sidonius  him- 

praife    of  an    elegant  conipofition  ;    and   it  felf  (!.  i.  epiih  9,)  aifigns  to  another  fenaior 

throws  much  light  oa  the  character  of  Maxi-  of  confular  rank, 
mus, 

people. 


438  THE    DECLINF.-  AND    TALL 

C  If  A  p.    people.     But  the  day- of  his^ -Inauguration  vras  the  lafl:  day  of  his 

XXX  V  I. 

«—— V- — '  happinels.  He  was  4mprif6Hed'(iuch.  is  the  livdy  expreffion  of 
Sidonius)  in  the  palace  ;  and  aftei*  paiTing  a  fleepkfs  night  he  fighed,. 
that  he  had  attained  the  fuinmit  of  his  wifties,  and  afpired  oidy  to 
defcend  from  the  dangerous  elevation.  Opprefied  by  the  weight- 
of  the  diadem,  hecommunicated  his  anxious  thoughts  to  his  friend 
and  quseflor  Fulgentius  ;  and^  when  he  looked  back  with  unavailing 
regret  on  the  fecure  pleafures  of  his  former  life,  the  emperor  ex- 
claimed, "  O  fortunate  Damocles^,  tliy  reign  began  and  ended  with 
"  the  fame  dinner  :"  a  well-known  allufion,  which  Fulgentius  af- 
terwards repeated  as  an  Inftrudtive  lefFon  for  princes  and  fub- 
jeds. 

His  death,  j.j^g  reign  of  Maximus  continued  about  three  months.   His  hours, 

j\.  u *  455* 

June  1 2.         ^£  ^}jj(.|^    }^e  had   lofl  the  command,  were   difturbed   by   remorfe,- 

or  guilt,  or  terror,  and  his  throne  was  Ihaken  by  the  feditions  of  the 
foldlers,  the  people,  and  the  confederate  Bal'barians.  The  marriage 
of  his  fon  Palladius  with  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late  emperoi;,'* 
might  tend  to  eftablilh  the  hereditary  fucceflion  of  his  family  ;  but-* 
the  violence  which  he  offered  to  the  eraprefs  Eudoxia,  could  proceed 
only  from  the  blind  impulfe  of  luft  or  revenge.  His  own  wife, 
the  caufe  of  thefe  tragic  events,  had  been  feafonably  removed  by 
death  ;  and  the  widow  of  Valentinian  was  compelled  to  violate  her 
decent  mourning,  perhaps  her  real  grief,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  em- 
braces of  a  prefumptuous  ufurper,  whom  fhe  fufpeded  as  the  aflaiTm 
of  her  deceafed  hufband.  Thefe  fufpicions  were  foon  juftified  by 
the  indifcreet  confeflion  of  Maximus  himlelf ;  and  he  wantonly  pro- 

^  Diftrlftus  enfis  cui  fuper  impia  Somnum  reducent. 

Ccrvicependet,  non^/Vtt&iVw  Horat.  Carm.  iiJ.  i. 

Dulcem  elaberabunt  faporem  :  ^'^''^°"'"/  concludes  his  letter  with  the  ftorj-  of 

,.,  .        ,,.  ,  Damocles,   which  Cicero  (Tufculan  v.  20, 

J^loB  aviHiii  Citharxque  cantus  ^  i.  j  /-■••.  ui    ^  u 

^  i I.)  had  10  inimitably  told, 

voked 


\ 
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voiced  the  hatred  of  his  rclii£tant  bride,  who  was  {lill  confclous  that    CHAP. 

f  r  •T'  XXXVl* 

ihe  defcended  from  a  hne  of  emperors.  From  the  Eaft,  however,  ■_  --.-  ,-, 
Eudoxia  could  not  hope  to  obtain  any  effedlual  afliftnnce:  her  f;>ther 
and  her  aunt  Pulcheria  were  dead ;  her  mother  languiflied  at  Jeru- 
falem  in  difgrace  and  exile;  and  the  fceptre  of  Conflantinople  was 
in  the  hands  of  a  ftranger.  She  directed  her  eyes  towax'ds  Carthage; 
fecretly  implored  the  aid  of  the  king  of  the  Vandals  ;  and  perfuaded 
Genferic  to  improve  the  fair  opportunity  of  difguiling  his  rapa^cious 
defigns  by  the  fpecious  names  of  honour,  juilice,  and  compafhon*. 
Whatever  abilities  Maximus  might  have  fhewn  in  a  fubordinate 
ftation,  he  was  found  incapable  of  adminiflering  an  empire ;  and 
though  he  might  eafily  have  been  informed  of  the  naval  prepara- 
tions, which  were  made  on  the  oppofite  fhores  of  Africa,  he  expeded 
with  fupine  indifference  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  without  adopting 
any  meafures  of  defence,  of  negociation,  or  of  a  timely  retreat. 
When  the  Vandals  difembarked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber,  the 
emperor  was  fuddenly  roufed  from  his  lethargy  by  the  clamours  of 
a  trembling  and  exafperated  multitude.  The  only  hope  which  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  his  aftoniflied  mind  was  that  of  a  precipitate  flight, 
and  he  exhorted  the  fenators  to  imitate  the  example  of  their  prince. 
But  no  fooner  did  Maximus  appear  in  the  ftreets,  than  he  was  af- 
faulted  by  a  fhower  of  ftones :  a  Roman,  or  a  Burgundian,  foldier 
claimed  the  honour  of  the  firft  wound;  his  mangled  body  was  ig- 
nominioufly  caft  into  the  Tyber ;  the  Roman  people  rejoiced  in  the- 
punifhmcnt  which  they  had   inflidted  on   the  author  of  the  public 

*  Notwitliftanding  the  evidence  of  Proco-  "  fognr-re  e  fpacciar  voci  falfe."     But  his 

puis,     Evagrius,    Idatius,    MarcelHnus,    Src.  argument,    from    the  interval    of  time  and 

the  learned  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn,  place,  is  extremely  feeble.     The  figs  which 

iv.  p.  249.)  doubts  the  reality  of  this  invi-  grew  near  Carthage   were  produced   to   the 

tation,  and  cbfcrves.with  great  truth,  "  Non  fcn.ite  of  Rome  on  the  third  day. 
"  fi  puo  dir  quanto  fia  facile  il  popolo  a 

5  calamities ;: 
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calamities ;  and  the  domeflics  of  Eudoxia  fignalized  their  zeal  in  the 
fervice  of  their  miftrefs '. 
Sack  of  Rome        On  the  third  day  after  tlie  tumult,  Genftric  boldly  advanced  from 
ciali,  the  port  of  Oftia  to  the  gates  of  the  defencelefs  city.     Inftead  of  a 

Imifit— '29.  ^"^^"-h'  °^  ^^^^  Roman  youth,  there  iffued  from  the  gates  an  unarmed 
and  venerable  proceflion  of  the  bifhop  at  the  head  of  his  clergy  *. 
Tlie  fearlefs  fpirit  of  Leo,  his  authority  and  eloquence,  ngain  miti- 
gated the  fiercenefs  of  a  Barbarian  conqueror  :  the  king  of  the  Van- 
tlals  promifed  to  fpare  the  unrefifting  multitude,  to  protect  the 
buildings  from  fire,  and  to  exempt  the  captives  from  torture ;  and 
although  fuch  orders  were  neither  ferioufly  given,  nor  ftri£lly  obeyed, 
the  mediation  of  Leo  was  glorious  to  himfelf,  and  in  fome  degree 
l)ejieficial  to  his  countn*-.  But  Rome,  and  its  inhabitants,  were 
delivered  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Vandals  and  Moors,  whofe 
blind  paflions  revenged  the  injuries  of  Carthage.  The  pillage  lafted 
fourteen  days  and  nights  ;  and  all  that  yet  remained  of  public  or 
private  wealth,  of  facred  or  profane  treafure,  was  diligently  tran- 
iported  to  the  veflels  .of  Genferic.  Among  the  fpoils,  the  fplendid 
relics  of  two  temples,  or  rather  of  two  religions,  exhibited  a  me- 
jnorable  example  of  the  viciflitude  of  human  and  divine  things. 
Since  the  abolition  of  Paganifm,  the  Capitol  had  been  violated  and 
abandoned  ;  yet  the  ftatues  of  the  gods  and  heroes  were  ftill  re- 
fpeded,  and  the  curious  roof  of  gilt  bronze  was  referved  for  the 
rapacious  hands  of  Genferic  '.     The  holy  inflruments  of  the  Jewiih 

worfliip, 

'       .  -  -  Infidoque  tibi  Eurgundio  duclu  cctlan.  ;  but  the  improbable  notion  of  Baro- 

Extorquet  trepidas  maSandi  principis  iras.  nius  (A.  D.    455.  N"  13.).    that  Genferic 

Sidon.  in  Panegyr.  Avit.  442.  fpared  the  three  apoftolical  churches,  is  not 

A    remarkable    line,  which    infinuates   that  countenanced  even  by  the  doubtful  teftimony 

Rome  and  Maximus  were  betrayed  by  their  of  the  Liber  Pontificalis. 

Burgundian  mercenaries.  '  The  profufion  of  Catulus,  the  firft  who 

'  The  apparent  fuccefs  of  pope  Leo  may  gilt  the  roof  of  the  Capitol,  was  not  univer- 

be  juftified  by  Profper,  and  the  Hiftoria  Mi/-  fally  approved  (Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  xxxiii.  18.) ; 

bw 

#- 
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vorfhip',  the  gold  table,  and  the  gold  candleftick  with  feven  branches, 
originally  framed    according  to  the  particular  inftruftions   of  God 
hlmfelf,  and  which  were  placed  in  the  fanduary  of  his  temple,  had 
been  oftentatioufly  difplayed  to  the  Roman  people  in  the  triumph  of 
Titus.     They  were  afterwards   depofitcd   in   the  temple  of  Peace ; 
and  at  the  end  of  four  hundred  years,  the  fpoils  of  Jerufalem  were 
transferred  from  Rome  to  Carthage,  by  a  Barbarian  who  derived  his 
origin  from  the   fliores   of  the  Baltic.     Thefe   ancient   monuments 
might  attradl  the  notice  of  curiofity,  as  well  as  of  avarice.     But  the 
Chriftian  churches,  enriched  and  adorned  by  the  prevailing  fuper- 
llition    of   the  times,  afforded    more   plentiful   materials  for  facri- 
lege ;    and  the  pious  liberality  of  pope  Leo,  who  melted  fix  filver 
vafes,  the  gift  of  Conftantine,  each  of  an  hundred  pounds  weight, 
is  an  evidence  of  the  damage  which  he  attempted  to  repair.     In  the 
forty-five  years,  that  had  elapfed  fince  the  Gothic  invafion,  the  pomp 
and  luxury  of  Rome  w^ere  in  fome  meafure  reftored ;  and  it  was 
difficult  either  to  efcape,  or  to  fatisfy,  the  avarice  of  a  conqueror,  who 
poffeffed  leifure  to  colled,  and  fliips  to  tranfport,  the  wealth  of  the 
capital.     The    Imperial  ornaments  of  the  palace,    the    magnificent 
furniture  and  wardrobe,  the  fideboards  of  maffy  plate,  were  accu- 
mulated with  diforderly  rapine  :    the  gold  and  filver  amounted  to 
feveral  thoufand  talents  ;  yet  even,  the  brafs  and  copper  were  labo- 
rioufly  removed.    Eudoxia  herfelf,  who  advanced  to  meet  her  friend 
and  deliverer,  foon  bewailed  the  imprudence  of  her  own  condudl. 


but  it  was  far  exceeded  by  the  emperor's,  and  125.).  It  fliould  feein,  that  the  roof  of  the 

the  external  gilding  of  the  temple  coll  Do-  Capitol  was  decorated  with  gilt  ftatues,  and 

mitian    12,000  talents    {2,400,000  1.)-     The  chariots  drawn  by  four  horfes. 
exprefiions  ofClaudian  and  RutiIius(^/;/ff  «;^-         ^    The    curious   reader   may   confult    the 

talli  eemula.  .  .  fajiigia  ajlris,  and   confun-  learned  and  accurate  treatife  of  Hadrian  Re- 

duntque  wagos  delubra  micantia  'vi/iisj  mani-  land,  de   Spoliis  Templi  Hierofolymitani  in 

feft!yprove,thatthisfpIendid  covering  was  not  Arcu  Titiano  Roma;   confpicuis,    in   i2mo, 

xemovedeither  by  the  Chriftians  orthe  Goths  Trajefti  ad  Rhenum,  1716. 
(See  Donatus,  Roma  Antiqua,  1.  ii.  c.  6.  p. 
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"She  was  rudely  ftripped  of  her  jewels  ;,  and  the  unfortunate  emprels,, 
with   her  two  daughters,  the   only,  furviving  remains   of  the  great 
Theodofius,  was  compelled,,  as  a  captive,  to  follow  the  haughty  Van- 
dal;  who  immediately  hoifted  fail,,  and  returned  with  a  profperoHS 
navigation  to   the  port  of  Carthage  '.     Many  thoufand  Romany  of 
both   fexes,  chofen  for  fome  ufeful  or  agreeable  quallficatioas,  reluc- 
tantly embarked  on  board  the  fleet  of  Genferic;  and  their  diftrefs- 
was  aggravated  by  the  unfeeling  Barbarians,  who,  in  the  divifion  of 
the  booty,  feparated  the  wives  from  their  h-ufbands,  and  the  children? 
from  their  parents.     The  charity  of  Deogratias,  bifhop  of  Carthage'", 
was  their  only  confolation   and   fupport.     He   generoufly  fold  the 
gold  and  filver  plate  of  the  church  to  purchafe  the  freedom  of  fome, 
to  alleviate  the  flavery  of  others,  and  to  affift  the  wants  and  infir- 
mities of  a  captive  multitude,  whofe   health  was   impaired   by  the- 
hardships   which  they  had   fufl^ered   in  the    paflage    from  Italy   to 
Africa.     By  his  order,  two  fpacious  churches  were   converted  into 
hofpitals  :   the  fick  were  diftributed  in  convenient  beds,  and. liberally' 
fupplied  with  food  and  medicines;  and  the  aged   prelate  repeated 
his  vifits  both  in  the  day  and  night,,  with  an  affiduity  that  furpafl'ed- 
Ms   ftrength,  and  a,  tender  fympathy  which  enhanced  the  value  of. 
his  fervices.     Compare  this  fcene  with   the   field   of  Cannce ;    and 
judge  between  Hannibal  and  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Cyprian  ". 

»  The  veffel  which  tranfported  tKe  relics  piecemeal  by  the  mad  devotipn  of  the  peo-  - 

of  the  Capitol,  was  the  only  one  of  tne  whole  pie. 

fleet  that  fuffered  fhipwreck.  If  a  bigotted  "  The  general  evidence  for  the  death  of 
fophift,  a  Pagan  bigot,  had  mentioned  the  Maximus,  and  the  fack  of  Rome  by  the  Van- 
accident,  he  might  have  rejoiced,  that  this  dais,  is  comprifed  in  Sidonius  (Panegyr, 
cargo  of  facrilegc  was  loft  in  the  fea.  Avit.  441—450.),   Procopius  (de  Bell.  Van- 

'°  See  Viftor  Vitenfis,  de  Perfecut.  Van-  dal.  1.  i.  c.  4,  5.  p.  188,  i8g,  and  I.  ii.  c.  9.  . 

dal.  1.  i.  c.  8.  p.  II,  i2.edit.  Ruinart.    Deo-  p.  2<;5.),  Evagrius  (1.  ii.  c.  7.),  Jornandes 

gratiai  governed  the  church  of  Carthage  only  (de  Reb.  Geticis,  c.  45.   p,  677.),  and  the 

ahree  years.     If  he  had   not   been   privately  Chronicles  of  Idatius,  Profper,  Marcellinusj 

Jsuried,    his  corpfe   would   have   been    torn  and  TJieophanes^  under  the  proper  year. 

Q.  The 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  443 

The  deaths  of  iEtlus  and  Valentinian  had  relaxed  the  ties  which    CHAP. 

XXXVI 
held  the  BjlrharianS  of  Gaid  in  peace  and  fubordlnation.     The  feA-     -,.— > 

coaft.  was  infefted  by  the  Saxons;  the  Alcmannl  and  the  Franks  ad-  Avitu^^"°*^ 
vanced  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Seine  ;  and  the  ambition  of  the  Goths  j^iy  'jotL" 
feemed  to  meditate  more  extenfivfe  and  permanent  conquefts.  The 
emperor  Maximus  relieved  himfelf,  by  a  judicious  choice,  froni 
the  weight  of  thefe  diftant  cares ;  he  filenced  the  folicitations  of  his 
friends,  liftened  to  the  voice  of  fame,  and  promoted  a  ftranger  to 
the  general  command  of  the  forces  in  Gaul.  Avitus  ",  the  ftranger, 
whofe  merit  was  fo  nobly  rewarded,  defcended  from  a  wealthy 
and  honourable  family  ;n  the  diocefe  of  Auvergne.  The  convul- 
fions  of  the  times  urged  him  to  embrace,  with  the  fame  ardour,  the 
civil  and  military  profeffions ;  and  the  indefatigable  youth  blended 
the  ftudies  of  literature  and  jurifprudence  with  the  exercife  of  arms 
and  hunting.  Thirty  years  of  his  life  were  laudably  fpent  in  the 
public  fervice  ;  he  alternately  difplayed  his  talents  in  war  and  nego*- 
ciation  ;  and  tlie  foldier  of  jEtius,  after  executing  the  moft  import- 
ant embaflies,  was  raifed  to  the  ftation  of  PrGetorian  pra2fe£l  of 
Gaul.  Either  the  merit  of  Avitus  excited  envy,  or  his  moderation 
■was  defirous  of  repofe,  fmce  he  calmly  retired  to  an  eftate,  which  he 
ponefTed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clermont.  A  copious  ftream, 
ifliiing  from  the  mountain,  and  falling  headlong  in  many  a  loud 
and  foaming  cafcade,  difcharged  its  waters  into  a  lake  about  two 
miles  in  length,  and  the  villa  was  pleafantly  feated  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake.  The  baths,  the  porticoes,  the  fummer  and  winter 
apartments,  were  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  luxury  and  ufe ;  and 
the  adjacent  countiy  afforded  the  various  profpeits  of  woods,  paf- 

'*  The  private  life  and  elevation  of  Avi-     doniiis  Ajiollinaris,  his  fubjeft,  and  his  fon- 
tus  mull  be  deduced,  with  becoming  fufpi-     in-law. 
cion,  from  the  panegyric  pronounced  by  Si- 

3  L  2  tures. 
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CHAP,    tures,  and   meadows".     In  this  retreat,  where  Avitus  amufed  his 

XXXVJ. 

c-  -^-'  .^    leifure  with  books,  rural  fports,  the  pradlice  of  hufbandry,  and  the 
fociety  of  his  friends  '*,  he  received   the  Imperial   diploma,  which, 
conflituted  him  mafter-general  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  Gaul. 
He  aflumed  the  military  command  ;  the  Barbarians  fufpended  their 
fury ;  and  whatever  means  he  might  employ,  whatever  conceffions 
he  might  be  forced  to   make,   the  people   enjoyed  the  benefits   of 
adtual  tranquillity.    But  the  fate  of  Gaul  depended  on  the  Vifigoths ; . 
and  the  Roman  general,   lefs  attentive   to   his  dignity  than   to  the 
public  intereft,  did  not  difdainto  vifit  Thouloufe  in  the  character  of 
an   ambaffador.     He   was    received  with   courteous    hofpitality   by 
Theodoric,  the  king  of  the  Goths  ;  but  while  Avitus  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  folid  alliance  with  that  powerful  nation,  he  was  aftonifhed. 
by  the  intelligence,  that  the  emperor  Maximus  was  flain,  and  that. 
Rome  had  been  pillaged  by  the  Vandals.     A  vacant  throne,  which 
he  might  afcend  without  guilt  or  danger,  tempted  his  ambition'';, 
and  the  Vifigoths  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  fupport  his  claim  by  their 
irrefiftible  fuffrage.     They  loved  the  perfon  of  Avitus ;  they  refpeded. 

A. D.  45;.     his  virtues;  and  they  were  not  infenfible  of  the  advantage,  as  well. 

Auguft  15. 

as  honour,  of  giving  an  emperor  to  the  Weft.     The  feafon  was  now. 
approaching,  in  which  the  annual  aflembly  of  the  feven  provinces. 

"  After  the  example  of  the  younger  Pliny,  thors,  profane  and  religious ;  the  former  for 

Sidonius  (1.  ii.  c.  2.)  has  laboured  the  florid,  the  men,  the  latter  for  the  ladies.    The  table, 

prolix,  and  obfcure  defcription  of  his  villa,  was  twice  ferved,  at  dinner  and  fupper,  with 

which  bore  the  name  (Avitacum),  and  had  hot  meat  (boiled  and  roafl)  and  wine.   During 

b-en  the  property  of  Avitus.     The  precife  the   intermediate   time,   the   company   flept^ 

fituation  is  not  afcertained.   Confult  however  took  the  air  on  horfeback,  and  ufed  the  warm 

the  notes  of  Savaron  and  Sirmond.  bath. 

'*  Sidonius  (1.  ii.  epift.   9.)  has  defcribed  "  Seventy  lines  of  panegyric  {505—575.),. 

the  country  life  of  the  Gallic  nobles,  in  a  which  defcribe  the  importunity  of  Theodoric 

vifit   which   he   made  to  his   friends,   whofe  and  of  Gaul,    llruggling    to    overcome   the 

eftates  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nifmes.  modeft  reluftance  of  Avitus,  are  blown  away 

The    morning -hours    were    fpent    in     the  by  three  words  of  an  honed  hiftorian.    Ro- 

Jph^rijleriiim,  or  tennis-court ;  or  in  the  Ii-  manum   amlijfet    Imperium    (Greg, .  Turon» 

brary,  which  was  furnifhed  with  Latin  au-  I.  ii.  c.  11.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  168.). 

was 
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was  held  at  Aries;  their  deliberations  micrht  perhaps  be  influenced   ^  H  A  P. 

b.y  the  prefence  of  Theodoric,   and  his  martial  brothers  ;  but  their  < v ' 

clioice  would  naturally  incline  to  the  mofl  illuftrious  of  their  countr)--- 
men.  Avitus,  after  a  decent  refiftancc,  accepted  the  Imperial  diadem- 
from  the  reprefentatives  of  Gaul  ;  and  his  eledtion  was  ratified  by 
the  acclamations  of  the  Barbarians  and  provincials.  The  formal 
confent  of  Marcian,  emperor  of  the  Eaft^  was  folicited  and  obtained : 
but  the  fenate,  Rome,  and  Italy,  though  humbled  by  their  recent 
calamities,  fubmitted  with  a  fecret  murmur  to  the  prefumption  of  the 
Gallic  ufurper.. 

Theodoric,  to  whom  Avitus  was   Indebted  for  the  purple,  had  Charafter  of 
acquired   the   Gothic  fceptre   by   the   murder  of  his  elder  brother  king  of  the 

Torifmond;  and  he  juflified  this  atrocious  deed  by  the  defign  which  ^'''0°'^'', 

his  predecelTor  had  formed  of  violating  his  alliance  with  the  empire  '^  466- 
Such  a  crime  might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  virtues  of  a  Bar- 
barian ;  but  the  manners  of  Theodoric  were  gentle  and  humane ; 
and  pofterity  may  contemplate  without  terror  the  original  picture  of 
a  Gothic  king,  whom  Sidonius  had  intimately  obferved,  in  the  hours, 
of  peace  and  of  fecial  Intercourfe.  In  an  epiftle,  dated  from  the. 
court  of  Thouloufe,,  the  orator  fatisfies  the  curiofity  of  one  of  his 
friends,  in  the  following  defcription  ":  "  By  the  majefty  of  his 
"  appearance,  Theodoric  would  command  the  refpe£l  of  thofe  who 
"  are  ignorant  of  his  merit ; .  and  although  he  is  born  a  prince^ 
*'  his  merit  would  dignify  a  private  ftation.  He  is  of  a  middle 
"  ftature,  his  body  appears  rather  plump  than.  fat,,  and  in  his  well- 

"  Ifidore,  archbilliop  of  Seville,  who  was  tive.     It  was  defignedfor  thepublic  eye,  anJ 

h'imfelf  of  the  blood  royal  of  the  Goths,  ac-  had   been  fhewn  by  the  friends  of  Sidoniuy, 

knowledges,  and  almoft  juftifiss  (Hift.  Goth,  before  it  was  inferted  in  the  colleiflion  of  his 

p.  718.)  the  crime  which  their  Have  Jornandes  epiftles.     The  iirft  book  was  publifhed  fepa- 

had  bafely  diflembled  (c.  43.  p.  673. ).  rately.     See    Tillemont,    Memoires    Ecckf. 

"  This  elaborate  defcription   (1.  i.  ep.  ii.  torn.  xvi.  p.  264. 
p.  2—7.)  was  diftated  by  fome  political  mo  ■ 

"  proportioned- 
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CHAP.    <'  proportioned    limbs  agility   is  united   with    mufcular   ftrength  ". 
"  If  you   examine   his   countenance,    you  will  diftinguifii   a   high 
"  forehead,  large  fhaggy  eyebrows,  an  aquiline   nofe,   thin  lips,  a 
"  regular   fet  of  white  teeth,  and  a  fair  complexion,   that   blulhes 
"  more  frequently  from  modefty  than  from  anger.     The  ordinary 
*'  diftribution  of  his  time,  as  far  as  it  is  expofed  to  the  public  view, 
"  may  be  concifely  reprefented.     Before  day-break,  he  repairs,  with 
"  a  fmall  train,  to   his  domeflic   chapel,  where  the  fervice  is  per- 
"  formed  by  the  Arian  clergy  ;  but  thofe  who  prefume  to  interpret 
*'  his  fecret  fentiments,  confider  this  afTiduous  devotion  as  the  effedt 
"  of  habit  and  policy.     The  reft  of  the  morning  is  employed  in  the 
"  adminiftration  of  his  kingdom.     His  chair  is  furrouhded  by  fome 
*'  military  officers  of  decent  afpe<St  and  behaviour :  the  noify  crowd 
"  of  his  Barbarian  guards  occupies  the  hall  of  audience  ;  but  they 
*'  are  not  permitted  to  ftand  within  the  veils  or  curtains,  that  con- 
"  ceal  the  council-chamber  from  vulgar  eyes.     The  ambafladofs  of 
**  the  nations  are  fucceffively  introduced  :    Theodoric  liftens  with 
*'  attention,    anfwers   them   with  difcreet  brevity,    and   either   an- 
"  nounces  or  delays,  according  to  the  nature  of  thfeir  bufinefs,  his 
"  final  refolution.     About  eight  (the  fecond  hour)  he  rifes  from  his 
*'  throne,  and  vifits,  either  his  treafury,  or  his  ftables.     If  he  chufes 
*'  to  hunt,  or  at  leaft'  to  exercife  himfelf  on  horfeback,  his  bow  is 
"  carried  by  a  favourite  youth  ;  but  when  the  game  is  marked,  he 
■*'  bends  it  with  his  own  hand,  and  feldom  mifles  the  objed  of  his 
*'  aim  :  as  a   king,  he  difdains  to  bear  arms  in  fuch  ignoble  war- 
*'  fare  ;  but  as  a  foldier,  he  ^vould  blufh  to  accept  any  military  fervice 
*'  which  he  could  perform  himfelf.     On  common  days,  his  dinner 


"  I  have  fupprefled,  in  this   portrait  of  who,  like  the  contemporaries  of  Sidonius,  had 

Theodoric,     feveral    minute    circuniftances,  frequented  the  markets   where  naked   flaves 

and  technical  phrafes,  which  could  be  tele-  were  expofed  to  fale  (Dubos,  Hill.  Critique, 

rable,  or  indeed  intelligible,  to  thofe  only  torn.  i.  p.  404.). 

"  is 
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***  Is  not  different  from  the  repafl:  of  a  private  citizen;  but  every    ^^t,^.^* 

A.  A.  A.  V  i  » 

"  Saturday  many  honourable  guefts  are  invited  to  the  royal  table,    " ^ ' 

"  which,  on  thefe  occafions,  is  ferved  with  the  elegance  of  Greece, 
"  the  plenty  of  Gaul,  and  the  order  and  diligence  of  Italy  "'.  The 
*'  gold  or  filver  plate  is  lefs  remarkable  for  its  weight,  than  for  the 
*'  brightnefs  and  curious  workmanfhip  :  the  tafle  is  gratified  without 
"  the  help  of  foreign  and  coftly  luxury  ;  the  fize  and  number  of  the 
"  cups  of  wine  are  regulated  with  a  flridt  regard  to  the  laws  of 
"  temperance  ;  and  the  refpecftful  fdence  that  prevails,  is  interrupted 
"  only  by  grave  and  inftrudtive  converfation.  After  dinner,  Theo- 
"  doric  fometimes  indulges  himfelf  in  a  fhort  llumber ;  and  as  foon 
"  as  he  wakes,  he  calls  for  the  dice  and  tables,  encourages  his,  friends 
"  to  forget  the  royal  majefly,  and  is  delighted  when  they  freely  ex- 
*'  prefs  the  paffions,  which  are  excited  by  the  incidents  of  play 
"  At  this  game,  which  he  loves  as  the  image  of  war,  he  alternately 
"  difplays  his  eagernefs,  his  (kill,  his  patience,  and  his  cheerful 
*'  temper.  If  he  lofes,  he  laughs ;  he  is  modeft  and  Ulent  if  he 
"  wins.  Yet,  notwithflanding  this  feeming  indifference,  his  courtiers 
"  chufe  to  folicit  any  favour  in  the  moments  of  vidtory  ;  and  I  my- 
*'  felf,  in  my  applications  to  the  king,  have  derived  fome  benefit 
*'  from  my  loffes ''".  About  the  ninth  hour  (three  o'clock)  the  tide 
"  of  bufmefs  again  returns,  and  flows  inceffmtly  till  after  fun-fet, 
"  when  the  fignal  of  the  royal  fupper  difmiffes  the  weary  crowd  of 
"  fuppliants  and  pleaders.  At  the  fupper,  a  more  familiar  repaft, 
"  buffoons  and  pantomimes  are  fometimes  introduced,  to  divert,  not 
"  to  offend,  the  company,  by  their  ridiculous  wit :  but  female  fingers, 
*'  and   the  foft  effeminate  modes   of  mufic,  are   feverely  baniflied> 

'9  Videas  ibi  elegantiam    Grrecam,  abun-  felicitervincor,  et  mihi  tabula  perit  ut  caufs 

dantiam    Gallicanam  ;    celeritatem  Italam  ;  falvetur.     Sidonius  of  Auvergne   was   not  a 

publicam  pompam,    privatam    diligentiam,  fubjedl  of  Theodoric  ;   but  he  might  be  com- 

TCJiam  difciplinam.  pelled  to  folicit  eitherjuftice  or  favour  at  the 

*"  Tunc  etiam  ego  aliquid  obfccraturus  court  of  Thoulotife. 

"  and: 
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^vvv^m'''    "  ^^^^^  ^"Jch  martial  tunes  as  animate  the  foul  to  deeds  of  valour  are 

*— 7-v~ — '    "  alone  grateful  to  the  ear  of  Theodoric.     He  retires  from  table  ; 

and  the  nodlurnal  guards  are  immediately  pofted  at  the  entrance 

"  of  the  treafury,  the  palace,  and  the  private  apartments." 

Sn ^mto^'         When  the  king  of  the  Vifjgoths  encouraged  Avitus  to  afTume  the 

Spain,  purple,  he  offered  his  perfon  and  his  forces,  as  a  faithful  foldier  of 

A..D.  456.  .  . 

the  republic  ".  The  exploits  of  Theodoric  foon  convinced  the  world, 

that  he  had  not  degenerated  from  the  warlike  virtues  of  his  an- 
ccftors.  After  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Goths  in  Aquitain,  and  the 
paffage  of  the  Vandals  into  Africa,  the  Suevi,  who  had  fixed  their 
kingdom  in  Gallicia,  afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  Spain,  and  threatened 
to  extinguifli  the  feeble  remains  of  tlie  Roman  dominion.  The 
provincials  of  Carthagena  and  Tarragona,  affli£led  by  an  hoftile  in- 
A^afion,  reprefented  their  injuries  and  their  apprehenfions.  Count 
Fronto  was  difpatched,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  Avitus,  with  ad- 
vantageous offers  of  peace  and  alliance  ;  and  Theodoric  interpofed  his 
weighty  mediation,  to  declare,  that,  imlefs  his  brother-in-law,  the 
king  of  the  Suevi,  immediately  retired,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
arm  in  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  of  Rome.  "  Tell  him,"  replied  the 
haughty  Rechiarius,  "  that  I  defpife  his  friendfhip  and  his  arms  ; 
*'  but  that  L  ftiall  foon  try,  whether  he  will  dare  to  expedt  my  arrival 
"  under  the  walls  of  Thouloufe."  Such  a  challenge  urged  Theodoric 
to  prevent  the  bold  defigns  of  his  enemy :  he  paffed  the  P)Tenees  at 
the  head  of  the  Vifigoths :  the  Franks  and  Burgundians  ferved 
under  his  ftandard  ;  and  though  he  profeffed  himfelf  the  dutiful 
fervant  of  Avitus,  he  privately  ftipulated,  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc- 
cefforsj  the  abfolute  poffeffion  of  his  Spanifh  conquefts.  The  two 
.armies,  or  rather  the  two  nations,  encountered  each  other  on  the 

•*'  Theodoric  himfelf  had  given  a  folemn  ■ ■  Roms  fum,  te  duce,  Amicus, 

and  voluntary  promife  of  fidelity,  which  was  Principe  te,  Miles. 

iLnderftood  both  in  Gaul  and  Spain.  Sidon.  Panegyr.  Avit.  51-1. 

8  banks 
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banks  of  the  river  Urbicus,  about  twelve  miles  from  Aftorga  ;    and    9^,vv^/r^* 

XXXVL 

the  decifive  vid:ory  of  the  Goths  appeared  for  a  while  to  have  extir- 
pated the  name  and  kingdom  of  the  Suevi.  From  the  field  of  battle 
Theodoric  advanced  to  Braga,  their  metropolis,  which  ftill  retained 
the  fplendid  veftlges  of  its  ancient  commerce  and  dignity".  His 
entrance  was  not  polluted  with  blood,  and  the  Goths  refpedled  the 
chaftity  of-their  female  captives,  more  efpecially  of  the  confecrated 
virgins:  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  clergy  and  people  were  made 
Haves,  and  even  the  churches  and  altars  were  confounded  in  the 
univerfal  pillage.  The  unfortunate  king  of  the  Suevi  had  efcaped  to 
one  of  the  ports  of  the  ocean ;  but  the  obftinacy  of  the  winds  op- 
pofed  his  flight ;  he  was  delivered  to  his  implacable  rival  ;  and  Re- 
chiarius,  who  neither  defired  nor  expe<3:ed  mercy,  received,  with 
manly  conftancy,  the  death  which  he  would  probably  have  inflided. 
After  this  bloody  facrifice  to  policy  or  refentment,  Theodoric  carried 
his  victorious  arms  as  far  as  Merida,  the  principal  town  of  Lufitanla, 
without  meeting  any  refiftance,  except  from  the  miraculous  powers 
of  St.  Eulalia ;  but  he  was  flopped  in  the  full  career  of  fuccefs,  and 
recalled  from  Spain,  .before  he  could  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
conquefls.  In  his  retreat  towards  the  Pyrenees,  he  revenged  his 
difappointment  on  the  country  through  which  he  pafled,  and  in  the 
fack  of  PoUentia  and  Aftorga,  he  fhewed  himfelf  a  faithlefs  ally,  as 
well  as  a  cruel  enemy.  Whilft  the  king  of  the  Vifigoths  fought 
and  vanquifhed  in  the  name  of  Avitus,  the  reign  of  Avitus  had 
expired  ;  and  both  the  honour  and  the  intereft  of  Theodoric  were 

"  Qusque  finu  pelagi  jaftat   fe  Bracara  of  Gallicia  to  the  Mediterranean  was  known 

dives.  and  praftifed.     The  fhips  of  Bracara,  or  Bra- 

Aufon.  de  Claris  Urblbus,  p.  245.  ga,  cautioully  fleered  along  the  coaft,  without 

From  the  defign  of  the  king  of  the  Suevi,  it  daring  to  lofe  themfelves  in  the  Atlantic. 
is  evident  that  the  navigation  from  the  ports 

Vol,  III,  .  3  M  deeply 
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CHAP,    deeply  wounded  by  the  difgrace  of  a  friend,  whom  he  had  feated  on 

.X  X  A  V 1 . 


the  throne  of  the  Weftern  empire 


Odober  16. 


Avitus  is  de-  The  prefTing  foUcitations  of  the  fenate  and  people,  perfuaded  the 
A.D.'456,  emperor  Avitus  to  fix  his  refidence  at  Rome,  and  to  accept  the  con- 
fulfliip  for  the  enfuing  year.  On  the  firft  day  of  January,  his  fon- 
in-law,  Sidonius  Apollinaris,  celebrated  his  praifes  in  a  panegyric  of 
fix  hundred  verfes ;  but  this  compofition,  though  it  was  rewarded 
with  a  brafs  ftatue''*,  feems  to  contain  a  very  moderate  pi'oportion, 
either  of  genius  or  of  truth.  The  poet,  if  we  may  degrade  that 
facred  name,  exaggerates  the  merit  of  a  fovereign  and  a  father  ;  and 
his  prophecy  of  a  long  and  glorious  reign  was  foon  contradicted  by 
the  event.  Avitus,  at  a  time  when  the  Imperial  dignity  was  reduced 
to  a  pre-eminence  of  toil  and  danger,  indulged  himfelf  in  the  plea- 
fures  of  Italian  luxury  :  age  had  not  extinguifhed  his  amorous  in- 
clinations ;  and  he  is  accufed  of  infulting,  with  indifcreet  and  un- 
geiterous  raillery,  the  hufbands  whofe  wives  he  had  fcduced  or  vio- 
lated ''.  But  the  Romans  were  not  inclined,  either  to  excufe  his 
faults,  or  to  acknowledge  his  virtues.  The  feveral  parts  of  the 
empire  became  every  day  more  alienated  from  each  other  ;  and  the 
ftranger  of  Gaul  was  the  objeifl  of  popular  hatred  and  contempt. 
The  fenate  afferted  their  legitimate  claim  in  the  eledlion  of  an 
emperor ;  and  their  authority,  which  had  been  originally  derived 
from  the  old  conftitution,  was  again  fortified  by  the  adlual  weaknefs 
of  a  declining  monarchy.     Yet  even   fuch  a  monarchy  might  have 

*^  This   Suevic  war  is  the  mcft  authentic  Apoll.  1.  ix.   epift.  16.    p.  284.     Carm.  viii, 

part  of  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius,  \v!io,  as  bi-  p.  350. 

fliopoflria  Flavia,  was   himfelf  a  fpeiflator  ^*  Luxuriofe   agere   volens  a    fenatoribus 

and   a  fufFerer.      Jornandes  (c.  44.   p.  675,  projeftus  ell,  is  the  concife  e.vprefiion  of  Gre- 

676,  677.)  has  expatiated,  with  pleafure,  on  gory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  xi.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  168.). 

the  Gothic  viftory.  An  old  Chronicle  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  649.)   men- 

**  In  one  of  the  porticoes  or  galleries  be-  tions  ai!  indecent  jell  of  Avitus,  which  feems 

longing  to  Trajan's  library  ;  among  the  fta-  more  applicable  to  Rome  than  to  Treves, 
tues  of  famous  writers  and  orators.     Sidon. 

refilled 
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refifted  the  votes  of  an  unarmed  fenate,  if  their  difcontent  had  not    C  H  A  p, 

been  fupported,  or  perhaps  inflamed,  by  Count  Ricimcr,  one  of  the    v_ ^Jj 

principal  commanders  of  the  Barbarian  troops,  who  formed  the  mi- 
Htary  defence  of  Italy.  The  daughter  of  Wallia,  king  of  the  Vifi- 
goths,  was  the  mother  of  Ricimer ;  but  he  was  dcfccnded,  on  the 
father's  fide,  from  the  nation  of  the  Suevi  ""^ :  his  pride,  or  patriot- 
ifm,  might  be  exafperated  by  the  misfortunes  of  his  countrymen ; 
and  he  obeyed,  with  reluctance,  an  emperor,  in  whofe  elevation  he 
had  not  been  confulted.  His  faithful  and  important  fervices  againft 
the  common  enemy,  rendered  him  ftill  more  formidable  "  ;  and, 
after  deftroying,  on  the  coafl  of  Corfica,  a  fleet  of  Vandals,  which 
confifted  of  fixty  gallies,  Ricimer  returned  in  triumph  with  the 
appellation  of  the  Deliverer  of  Italy.  He  chofe  that  moment 
to  fignify  to  Avitus,  that  his  reign  was  at  an  end ;  and  the 
feeble  emperor,  at  a  diftance  from  his  Gothic  allies,  was  com- 
pelled, after  a  Ihort  and  unavailing  ftruggle,  to  abdicate  the 
purple.  By  the  clemency,  however,  or  the  contempt,  of  Ri- 
cimer ",  he  was  permitted  to  defcend  from  the  throne,  to  the 
more  defirable  ftation  of  bifhop  of  Placentia :  but  the  refentment  of 
the  fenate  was  ftill  unfatisfied  ;  and  their  inflexible  fevcrlty  pro- 
nounced the  fentence  of  his  death.  He  fled  towards  the  Alps,  with 
the  humble  hope,  not  of  arming  the  Vifigoths  in  his  caufe,  but  of 
fecuring  his  perfon  and  treafures  in  the  fandluary  of  Julian,  one  of 
the  tutelar  faints  of  Auvergne  ^'.  Difeafe,  or  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner, 

**  Sidonlus  (Panegyr.  Anthem.  302,   Sec.)  *'  Parcens  innocentia;  Aviti,  is  the  com- 

praifes  the  royal  birth  of  Ricimer,  the  lawful  paflionate,   but  contemptuous,   language   of 

heir,  as  he  chufes  to  infinuate,  both  of  the  Vidor  Tunnunenfis  (in  Chron.  apud  Scaliger 

Gothic  and  Suevic  kingdoms.  Eufeb.).     In   another  place,    he  calls   him, 

^'  See  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius.  Jomandes  vir  totius  fimplicitatis.     This  commendation 

(c.  44.  p.  676.)  ftyles  him,  with  fome  truth,  is  more  humble,  but  it  is  more  folid  and  fin- 

virum  egreginm,  etpene  tunc  in  Italia  ad  ex-  cere,  than  the  praifes  of  Sidonius. 

ercitum  fingularem.                     ^  ^'  He  fuffered,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  in   the 

3  M  2  perfecution 
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CHAP,    tioner,  arrefted  him  on  the  road  ;  yet  his  remains  were   decentTr 
V  tranfported   to   Brivas,  or  Brioude,  in   his  native  province,  and  he 

repofed  at  the  feet  of  his  holy  patron  ^°.  Avitus  left  only  one 
daughter,  the  wife  of  Sidonius  Apollinaris,  who  inherited  the  patri- 
mony of  his  father-in-law  j  lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  dif- 
appointment  of  his  public  and  private  expedtations.  His  refcntment 
prompted  him  to  join,  or  at  lead  to  countenance,  the  meafures  of  a 
rebellious  fa<Stion  in  Gaul ;  and  the  poet  had  contrafted  fome  guilt, 
which  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  expiate,  by  a  new  tribute  of  flat- 
tery to  the  fucceding  emperor  "'» 
Charaaer  The  fucccffor  of  Avitus  prefcHts  the  welcome  difcovery  of  a  great 

and  elevation  .  .  -r    •  j 

of  Majorian,  and  hcroic  character,  luch  as  iometuTies  arile  m  a  degenerate  age,  to. 
'  '  '^^'''  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  emperor  Majorian 
has  deferved  the  praifes  of  his  contemporaries,  and  of  pofterity  ;  and 
thefe  praifes  may  be  flrongly  exprefled  in  the  w^ords  of  a  judicious 
and  difinterefted  hiftorian  :  "  That  he  was  gentle  to  his  fubjedts;, 
*'  that  he  was  terrible  to  his  enemies  ;  and  that  he  excelled  in  every 
"  virtue,  (2// his  predecefTorswho  had  reigned  over  the  Romans^"."  Such 
a  teftimony  may  juftify  at  leaft  the  panegyric  of  Sidonius;  and  we  may 
acquiefce  in  the  afTurance,  that,  although  the  obfequious  orator  would . 

perfecution  of  Diocletian  (Tillemont,  Mem.  nius   honeftly  confefTes  the  debt,  and  pro- 

Ecclef.  tom.  V.  p.    279.  6g6.).     Gregory  of  mifes  payment. 

Tours,  his  peculiar  votary,    has  dedicated.  Sic  mihi  diverfo  nuper  fub  Marte  cadenti 
to   the   glory    of   Julian    the    Martyr,    an  Juflifli  placido  Viftor  ut  effem  animo. 
entire   book  (de  Gloria  Martyrum,  1.  ii.   in  Serviat  ergo  tibi  fervati  lingua  poets, 
Max.  Bibliot.  Patrum,tom.  xi.  p.  861  — 871.),  Atque  mtx  vita;  laus  tua  fitpretium. 
in  which  he  relates  about  fifty  foolLfli  miracles  Sidon.  Apoll.  carm.  iv.  p.  308, 
performed  by  his  relics.  See  Dubos,  Hill.  Critique,  tom.  i.  p.  448,  &c. 
2°  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  xl,  p.  168.)  3i  -phe  words  of  Procopius  deferve  to  be - 
is   concife,   but  correft,  in   the  reign   of  his  tranfcribed  ;    sto!  yccc  0  Ma.op.o?  It-fis-aiTa;  th? 
countryman.     The  words  of  Idatius,  "  caret  ^^^„,   Pu^y^u^m   0,i3a,7>7^vxora;   imp.f:..  aj,eTn 
imperio,  caret  et  vita,"  feem  to  imply,  that  ^^^r,;  and  afterwards,  aixf  ra.  f<,j»  £.;  -rai  vm.- 
the  death  of  Avitus  was  violent ;  but  it  mull  «,«;'  ^,,.^^0;  ytyc.^c,  (pS^foi  h  t^  £;ti?;  ■^o\,^,ov? 
have  been  fecret,  fince  Evagrius  (1.  ii.  c.  7.)  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  7.  p.  194.)  ;  a  con- 
could  fuppofe,  that  he  died  of  the  plague.  cife  but  comprehenfive  definition   of  royal 


^'  After  a  modeft  appeal  to  the  examples     virtue. 
of  his  brethren,  Virgil  and  Horace,  Sido- 


have 
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Rave  flattered,  with  equal  zeal,  the  moft  worthlefs  of  prnices,  the  ^J^J^,^' 
extraordinary  merit  of  his  objedl  confined  him,  on  this  occafion,  ■with- 
in the  bounds  of  truth  ".  Majorian  derived  his  name  from  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  who,  in  the  reign  of  the  great  Theodofius,  had 
commanded  the  troops  of  the  Illyrian  frontier.  He  gave  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  the  father  of  Majorian,  a  refpeftable  officer,  who 
adminiftered  the  revenues  of  Gaul  with  fkill  and  integrity ;  and  ge- 
neroufly  preferred  the  friendfhip  of  Jitius,  to  the  tempting  offers  of 
an  infidious  court.  His  fon,  the  future  emperor,  who  was  educated 
in  the  profeffion  of  arms,  difplayed,  from  his  early  youth,  intrepid 
courage,  premature  wifdom,  and  unbounded  liberality  in  a  fcanty 
fortune.  He  followed  the  ftandard  of  ^tius,.  contributed  to  his 
fuccefs,'  fliared,  and  fometimes  eclipfed,  his  glory,  and  at  laft  excited 
the  jealoufy  of  the  patrician,  or  rather  of  his  wife,  who  forced  him  to 
retire  from  the  fervice  "\  Majorian,  after  the  death  of  ^tius,  was- 
recalled,  and  promoted  ;  and  his  intimate  connexion  with  count  Ri- 
eimer,  was  the  immediate  {lep  by  which  he  afcended  the  throne  of  the 
Weftern  empire.  During  the  vacancy  that  fucceeded  the  abdication 
of  Avitus,  the  ambitious  Barbarian,  whofe  birth  excluded  him  from 
the  Imperial  dignity,  governed  Italy,  with  the  title  of  Patrician  ;  re- 
figned,  to  his  friend,  the  confpicuous  ftation  of  mafter-general  of 
the  cavalry  and  infantry ;  and,  after  an  interval  of  fome  months, 
confented  to  the  unanimous  wifli  of  the  Romans,  whofe  favour  Ma- 

^5  The  Panegyric  was  pronounced  at  L)'ons  '♦  She  preffed  his  immediate  death,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  y^ar  458,  while  the  was  fcarcely  fatisfied  with  his  difgrace.  It 
emperor  was  ftiU   conful.     It  has  more  art     fl^^uld  feera,  that  ^tius,  like  Belifarius  and 

than  eenlus,  and  more  labour  than  art.   The  a/t    lu  t.  j    l      i.-        -r 

6='""^'  '^'  ....  _  Marlborough,   was  governed   by   his  wife; 

ornaments  are  falfe  or  trivial ;  the  expreliion        ,    r    c  •  ,.        l    •       ■   ,  i 

.    ^    ,  ,         ,        ,.  J  c-j     •  „  .1.  ^vhofe  fervent  piety,   though  it  might  work 

IS  feeble  and  prolix :  and  Sidonius  vvanfs  the  r     />  t,  t, 

IkiU  to  exhibit  the  principal  figure  in  a  ftrong  miracles  (Gregor.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  7.  p.  162.). 

and  diftinft  light.     The  private  life  of  Ma-  was  not  incompatible  with   bafe    and  fan- 

jorian    occupies    about  two  hundred    lines,  guinary  cou-nfels, 
1.07—305. 

joriani 
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CHAP,    iorlan  had  folicited  by  a  recent  vidory  over  the  Alemannl ".     He 
XXXVI.  .  .  ^ 

was  inverted  with  the  purple  at  Ravenna ;  and  the  epiftle  which  he 

addreffed  to  the  fenate,  will  befl  defcribe  his  fituation  and  his  fenti- 

mcnts.     "  Your  eledion,  Confcript  Fathers  !  and  the  ordinance  of 

*'  the    moft  valiant  army,  have   made  me  your  emperor  '*.     May 

*'  the  propitious  Deity  dire(f1:  and  profper  the  counfels  and  events  of 

*'  my  adminiflration,  to  your  advantage,  and  to  the  public  welfare. 

"  For  my  own  part,  1  did  not  afpire,  I  have  fubmitted,  to  reign ; 

"  nor  fhould  I  have  difcharged  the  obligations  of  a  citizen,  if  I  had 

*'  refufed,  with  bafe  and  ffelfifh  ingratitude,  to  fupport  the  weight  of 

"  thofe  labours,  which  were  impofed  by  the  republic.     Affift,  there- 

*'  fore,  the  prince  whom  you  have  made ;  partake  the  duties  which 

"  you  have  enjoined  ;  and  may  our  common  endeavours  promote 

"  the  happinefs  of  an  empire,  which  I   have  accepted   from  your 

"  hands.      Be  afTured,  that,  in  our  times,  juftice  fhall  refume  her 

"  ancient  vigour,  and   that  virtue  fliall   become  not  only  innocent, 

*'  but  meritorious.     Let  none,  except  the  authors  themfelves,  be  ap- 

*'  prehenfive  oi  delations  '\  which,  as  a  fubjed:,  I  have  always  con- 

*'  demned,  and,  as  a  prince,  will  feverely  punifh.   Our  own  vigilance, 

"  and  that  of  our  father,  the  patrician  Ricimer,  fliall  regulate  all  military 

*'  affairs,  and  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  Roman  world,  which  we 

'5  The  Alemanni  had  pafled  the   Rhxtian  odof ).     Sidonius  proclaims   the   unanimous 

Alps,  and  were  defeated  in  the  Camfi  Canini,  voice  of  the  empire. 

or  Valley  of  Bellinzone,  through  which  the  Poftquam  ordine  vobis 

Tefin  flows,  in  its  defcent  from  mount  Adula,         Ordo  omnis  regnum  dederat ;  flebs,  curia, 
to  the  Lago  Maggiore  (C'luver.  Italia  Antiq.  miles, 

torn.  i.  p.  IOC,  loi.).     This  boalled  viftory         Et  collcga  fimul.  ■•  3S6. 

over  nine  /jHndreJ  Birharians  (Panegyr.  Ma-         This  hmguage  is  ancientandconfiitutional; 

jorian,  373,  &c.)  betrays  the  extreme  weak-  and  we  may  obferve,  that  the  clergy  were  not 

nefs  of  Italy.  yetconfidered  as  a  diftinft  order  of  the  ftate, 

'*  Imperatorem  me   faftum,  P.   C.    elec-  ^'  Either  d/lationes,  or  de'lationes,    would 

tionis  vettrx    arbitrio,    et   fortiffimi   exerci-  afford  a  tolerable  reading  ;  but  there  is  much 

{lis    ordinatione    agnofcite     (Noyell.    Majo-  more  fenfe  and  fpirit  in  the  latter,   to  which 

rian.  tit.  iii.  p-  34.  ad  Calcem  Cod.  The-  I  have  vherefore  given  the  preference. 

1  "  have 
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"  have   faved  from  foreign  and  doineftic  enemies  '^      You  now  un-    ^  ^^  '\  ^' 

X  X  X  V  1 . 
"  derftand  the  maxims  of  my  government :   you  may  conlkle  in  tlie    v— y — ^j 

"  faithful  love  and  iincere  aiTurances  of  a  prince,  who  has  formerly 
"  been  the  companion  of  your  life  and  dangers  ;  who  ftill  glories  in 
"  the  name  of  fcnator,  and  who  is  anxious,  that  you  fhould  never 
"  repent  of  the  judgment  which  you  have  pronounced  in  his  favour." 
The  emperor,  who,  ajnidft  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  world,  revived 
the  ancient  language  of  law  and  Uberty,  which  Trajan  would  not 
have  difclaimed,  muft  have  derived  thofe  generous  fentiments  from  his 
own  heart ;  fmce  they  were  not  fuggefled  to  his  imitation  by  the 
cuftoms  of  his  age,  or  the  example  of  his  predeceiTors  ". 

The  private  and  public  acftions  of  Majorian  are  very  imperfe£lly   His  falutary 
known:    but  his  laws,   remarkable  for  an  original  caft  of  thought   A.  D.  457^ 
and  expreflion,  faithfully  reprefent  the  charad:er  of  a  fovereign,  who  ^ 
loved  his  people,  who  fympathized  in  their  diftrefs,,  who  had  ftudied 
the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  the  empire,  and  who  was  capable  of  ap- 
plying, (as  flu-  as  fuch  reformation  was  prai£ticable)  judicious  and  ef- 
feftual  remedies   to  the  public   diforders  ''".      His   regulations   con- 
cerning the  finances  manifeftly  tended  to  remove,  or  at  leafi:  to  mL- 
tigata,  the  moft  intolerable  grievances.     I.   From  the  firft  hour  of  his 
reign,  he  was  folicitous  (I  tranflate  his  own  words)   to  relieve  the 
iveary  fortunes   of  the   provincials,    opprefTed  by  the  accumulated 
w^eight  of  inditflions   and  fuperindidions  *'.      With  this   view,  he 

granted 

^  Ab  externo  holle  et  a  domedic.i  clade  Ytt  ihtex^r^Kion,  regmim  >toJfnim,heArs(ome 
liberavimus :  by  the  latter,  Majorian  muft  taint  of  the  age,  and  does  not  mix  kindly 
underftand  the  tyranny  of  Avitus;  whofe  \\l\h  the  word  refpublica,  which  he  frequent- 
death  he  confequently  avowed  as  a  meritori-  ly  repeats. 

ous  aft.     On  this  occafion,  Sidbnius  is  fear-         +"    See   the   laws   of  Majorian    (they  are 

ful   and   obfcure  ;     he  defcribes    the   twelve  only  nine  in  number,   but  very  long  and  va- 

Caefars,  the  nations  of  Africa,  &c.   that  he  rious),  at  the  end  of  the  Theodofian  Code, 

may  efcape  the  dangerous    name   of  Avitus  Novell.  1.  iv.  p.  32  —  37.     Godefroy  has  not 

(305  —  369.).  given  any   commentary   on   thef^  additional 

^'  See  the  whole  edift  or  epiftle  of  Majo-  pieces. 
rlan  to  the  fenate  (Novell,  tit,  iv.  p.   5-1- )•         "*'  Fellas  provincialium.  varia  atque  multi- 

plici 
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CHAP,   granted  an  univerfal  amnefty,  a  final  and  abfolute  difcharffe  of  all 
xxxvi. 

arrears  of  tribute,  of  all  debts,  which,  under  any  pretence,  the  fifcal 

officers  might  demand  from  the  people.  This  wife  dereli£lion  of 
cbfolete,  vexatious,  and  unprofitable  claims,  improved  and  purified 
the  fources  of  the  public  revenue ;  and  the  fubjeft,  who  could  now 
look  back  without  defpair,  might  labour  with  hope  and  gratitude 
for  himfelf  and  for  his  country.  IL  In  the  affeflment  and  collection 
of  taxes  Majorian  reftored  the  ordinaiyjurifdidlion  of  the  provincial 
magiftrates  ;  and  fuppreffed  the  extraordinary  commiffions  which  had 
been  introduced,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  of  the  Prae- 
torian prxfeds.  The  favourite  fervants,  who  obtained  fuch  irregular 
powers,  were  infolent  in  their  behaviour,  and  arbitrary  in  their  de- 
mands :  they  affected  to  defpife  the  fubordinate  tribunals,  and  they 
were  difcontented,  if  their  fees  and  profits  did  not  twice  exceed  the 
fum,  which  they  condefcended  to  pay  into  the  treafury.  One  in- 
ftance  of  their  extortion  would  appear  incredible,  were  it  not  authen- 
ticated by  the  legiflator  himfelf.  They  exaded  the  whole  payment 
in  gold :  but  they  refufed  the  current  coin  of  the  empire,  and  would 
accept  only  fucli  ancient  pieces  as  were  ftamped  with  the  names  of 
Fauftina  or  the  Antonines.  The  fubjedl,  who  was  unprovided 
with  thefe  curious  medals,  had  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  com- 
pounding with  their  lapacious  demands  ;  or,  if  he  fucceeded  in  the 
refearch,  his  impofition  was  doubled,  according  to  the  weight  and 
value  of  the  money  of  former  times  **.  III.  "  The  municipal  cor- 
*'  porations  (fays  the  emperor),  the  lefler  fenates  (fo  antiquity  has 
'^'  juftly  ftyled  them),  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  the   heart  of  the 

■  plici  tributorum  exaftione  fortunas,  et  extra-  dred  and  eighteen,    and  thofe  of  the  fifth 

•ordinariis  fifcalium  folutionum  oneribus  at-  century    only   fixty-eight,     Englifli    grains, 

tritas,  &c.     Novell.  Majorian,  tit.  iv.  p.  34.  Majorian  gives  currency   to  all    gold  coin, 

♦^  The  learned  Greaves    (vol.   i.  p.    329,  txce-pting  only  the  Ga//ir/c!ii/us,  from  its  dt- 

330,  331.)  has  found,  by  a  diligent  inquiry,  ficiency,  not  in  the  weight,  but  in  the  ftan- 

ihat  cure!  of  the  Antonines  weighed  one  hun-  dard. 

2  ''cities. 
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"  cities,  and  the  finews  of  the  republic.  And  yet  fo  low  are  they  chap. 
"  now  reduced,  by  the  injuftice  of  magiflrates,  and  the  venality  of  1— v— -> 
"  colledors,  that  many  of  their  members,  renouncing  their  dignity 
"  and  their  country,  have  taken  refuge  in  diftant  and  obfcure  exile." 
He  urges,  and  even  compels,  their  return  to  their  refpe£tive  cities  ; 
but  he  removes  the  grievance  which  had  forced  them  to  defert  the 
exercife  of  their  municipal  fundions.  They  are  diredled,  under  the 
authority  of  the  provincial  magiftrates,  to  refume  their  office  of  le- 
vying the  tribute ;  but,  inftead  of  being  made  refponfible  for  the 
whole  fum  aflefled  on  their  diftridl,  they  are  only  required  to  pro- 
duce a  regular  account  of  the  payments  which  they  have  adlually 
received,  and  of  the  defaulters  who  are  ilill  indebted  to  the  public. 
IV.  But  Majorian  was  not  ignorant,  that.thefe  corporate  bodies  were 
too  much  inclined  to  retaliate  the  injuftice  and  opprefTion  which  they 
had  fuffered  ;  and  he  therefore  revives  the  ufeful  office  of  the  de- 
fenders of  cities.  He  exhorts  the  people  to  eled,  in  a  full  and  free  af-  - 
fembly,  fome  man  of  difcretion  and  integrity,  who  would  dare  to 
aflert  their,  privileges,  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  to  protect  the 
poor  from  the  tyranny  of  the  rich,  and  to  inform  the  emperor  of  the 
abufes  that  were  committed  under  the  fandion  of  his  name  and  autho- 
rity. 

The  fpeilator,  who  cafts  a  mournful  view  over  the  ruins  of  ancient  The  edifices 
Rome,  is  tempted  to  accufe  the  memory  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals, 
for  the  mifchief  which  they  had  neither  leifure,  nor  power,  nor 
perhaps  inchnation,  to  perpetrate.  The  tempeft  of  war  might  ftrike 
fome  lofty  turrets  to  the  ground ;  but  the  deftrudion  which  un- 
dermined the  foundations  of  thofe  mafly  fabrics,  was  profecuted,  flowly 
and  filently,  during  a  period  of  ten  centuries  ;  and  the  motives  of 
intereft,  that  afterwards  operated  without  fhame  or  controul,  were 
feverely  checked  by  the  tafte  and  fpirit  of  the  emperor  Majorian. 
The  decay  of  the  city  had  gradually  impaired  the  value  of  the  public 

Vol.  III.  3  N  works  ; 
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C  l-l  A  P.    works.    The  circus  and  theatres  miprht   fllll  excite,  but  they  felttom 

XXXVI. 

gratilied,  the  defires  of  the  people :  the  temples,  which  had  efcaped 
the  zeal  of  the  Chriftians,  were  no  longer  inhabited  either  by  gods  or 
men  ;  the  diminiflied  crowds  of  the  Romans  were  loft  in  the  immenfe 
fpace  of  their  baths  &nd  porticoes;  and  the  ftately  libraries  and  halls 
of  juftice  became  ufelefs  to  an  indolent  generation,  whofe  repofe  was 
feldom  difturbed,  cither  by  ftudy,  or  bufmefs.  The  monuments  of 
confular,  or  Imperial,  greatnefs  were  no  longer  revered,  as  the  im- 
mortal glory  of  the  capital  ;  they  were  only  efteemed  as  an  inex- 
hauftible  mine  of  materials,  cheaper,  and  more  convenient,  than  the 
diftant  quarry.  Specious  petitions  were  continually  addrefled  to  the 
eafy  magiftrates  of  Rome,  which  ftated  the  want  of  ftones  or  bricks 
for  fome  neceffary  fervice  :  the  faireft  forms  of  architecture  were 
rudely  defaced  for  the  fake  of  fome  paltry,  or  pretended,  repairs ; 
and  the  degenerate  Romans,  who  converted  the  fpoil  to  their  own 
emolument,  demolifhed,  with  facrilegious  hands,  the  labours  of  their 
anceftors.  Majorian,  who  had  often  fighed  over  the  defolation  of 
the  city,  applied  a  fevere  remedy  to  the  growing  evil ".  He  re- 
ferved  to  the  prince  and  fenate  the  fole  cognifance  of  the  exti"eme 
cafes  which  might  juflify  the  deftruftion  of  an  ancient  edifice ;  im- 
pofed  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  of  gold  (two  thoufand  pounds  fterling), 
on  every  magiftrate,  who  fhould  prefume  to  grant  fuch  illegal  and 
fcandalous  licence ;  and  tlu'eatened  to  chaftife  the  criminal  obedience 
of  their  fubordinate  officers,  by  a  fevere  whipping,  and  the  amputa- 
tion of  both  their  hands.     In  the  laft  inftance,  the  legiflator  might 

♦3  Tiie  whole  edift  (Novell.  Majorian.  tit.  With  equal  zcr.I,  but  with  lefs  power,  Pe- 

yi.  p.  35.)  is  carious.     "  Antiquarum  .ediiiii  trarch,  in  the  fourteenth  century,  repeated 

•'  diffipaturfpeciofaconftruftio;  etut  aliquid  the    fame    complaints    (Vie  de   Petrarque, 

*'  reparetur,  magna  diniuntur.     Hinc  jam  torn.  i.    p.  326,  327.).     If  I  profecute  this' 

"  occafio  nafcitur,  ut  etiam  unufquifque  pri-  Hiftor)',    I  fliall    not   be   unmindful  of  the 

"  vatutn  a;dificiuin  conftruens,  per  gratiam  decline  and  fall  of  the  city  of  Rome;  an  in-* 

♦'  judicum  ....  pra;fuiTiere  de  publicis  locis  terefting  object,  to  which  my  plan  was  origi- • 

"  aecefliiria,  et  transfbrrc  nondubit»t,"  .&c.  nally  confined. 

feeni 
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leem  to  forget  the  proportion  of  guilt  and  punirtiment ;  but  his  zeal    C  rr  a  p. 

XXXVI. 
aix)fe  from  a  generous  priuciple,  iind  Majorian  was  anxious  to  pro-    v-   ■  ^ — '-» 

tedt  the  monuments  of  thofc  ages,  in   which  he  M^ould  have  defired 
and  deferved  to  Hve.     The  emperor  conceived,  that  it   v^^as  his  iu- 
tereft  to  increafe  the  number  of  his  fubjedls ;  that  it  vras  his  duty  to 
guard  the  purity  of  the  marriage-bed:  but  the  means  ivhich  he  em- 
ployed to  accomplifh  thefe  iaiutary  purpofes,  are  of  an  ambiguous, 
and  perhaps  exceptionable,    kind.     The  pious   maids,   wiio   conle- 
crated  their  virginity  to  Ghrift,  v\'ere  rcftraiiied  from  taking  the  veil, 
till  they  had  reached  their  fortieth  year.       Widows  under  that   age 
were  compell-ed  to  form  a   fecond  alliance  within  the  term   of  live 
years,  by  the  forfeiture  of  half  their  wealth   to   their  neareil  rela- 
tions, or  to  the  ftate.  Unequal  marriages  were  condemned  or  annul- 
led.     The   punifhment  of  conlifcation  an<l  exile  was  deemed  fo  in- 
adequate to  the  guilt  of  adultery,  that,  if  the  criminal   returned  to 
Italy,  he   might,  by  the   exjrrefs   declaration  of  Majorian,  be  flain 
with  impunity  *■*. 

While  the  emperor  Majorian  afliduoufly  laboured   to  reftore  th€   Majorian 
Jiappinefs  and  virtue  of  the  Romans,  he  encountered   the   arms   of  ir.vaJe  Afri- 
Genferic,    from   his  chara£ler  and  fituation,  their   moft  formidable   ^'j^  ^ 
enemy.     A  fleet  of  Vandals  and  Moors  hi-nded  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Liris,  or  Garigliano  :  but  the  Imperial  troops  furprifed  and  attacked 
the  diibrderly  Barbarians,  -who  were  encumbered  with  the  fpoils  of 
Campania  ;  they  were  chafed  with  flaughter  to  their  fliips,  and  their 
leader,  the  king's  brother-in-law,  was  found  in  the  number  of  the 
flain  *\  Such  vigilance  might  announce  the  chara'3:er  of  the  new  reign ; 
but  the  ftriiteft  vigilance,  and  the  moft  numerous  forces,  werein- 

"^  The  emperor  chides  the  lenity  of  Roga-  nate  widows,  W2S  foon  afterwards  repealed 

tian,  conlularof  Tufcany,  in  a  ftyle  of  acri-  by  his  fucceflbr  Severus  (Novell.  Sever,  lit.  i. 

monious  reproof,    which   founds   almoll  like  p.  37.). 

perfonalrefentment  (Novell,  tit.  ix.  p.  37.).         "^  Sidon.  Pancgyr.  Majorian.  38^— 4<j-0. 
The  law  of  Majorian,  which  punilhed  obili- 

3  N  2  fufficient 
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'  ^vvv^/r^'  f^i^icicfit  to  protect  the  long-extended  coaft  of  Italy,  from  the  depre- 
dations  of  a  naval  war.  The  public  opinion  had  impofed  a  nobler 
and  more  arduous  tafk  on  the  genius  of  Majorian.  Rome  expedted 
from  him  alone  the  rcflitution  of  Africa ;  and  the  dcfign,  which  he 
formed,  of  attacking  the  Vandals  in  their  new  fettlements,  was  the 
refult  of  bold  and  judicious  policy.  If  the  intrepid  emperor  could 
have  infufcd  his  own  fpirit  into  the  youth  of  Italy  ;  if  he  could  have 
revived,  in  the  field  of  Mars,  tlie  manly  exercifes  in  which  he  had 
always  furpaffed  his  equals  ;  he  might  have  marched  againft  Gen- 
feric,  at  the  head  of  a  Roman  army.  Such  a  reformation  of 
national  manners  might  be  embraced  by  the  riling  generation ; 
.  but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  thofe  princes  who  laborioufly  fuftain  a 
declining  monarchy,  that,  to  obtain  fome  immediate  advantage,  or 
to  avert  fome  impending  danger,  they  are  forced  to  countenance, 
and  even  to  multiply,  the  moft  pernicious  abufes.  Majorian,  like 
the  weakeft  of  his  predeceflbrs,  was  reduced  to  the  difgraceful  expe- 
dient of  fubflitutin  j:  Barbarian  auxiliaries  in  the  place  of  his  unwar- 
like  fubjedts  :  and  his  fuperior  abilities  could  only  be  difplayed  in  the 
vigour  and  dexterity  with  which  he  wielded  a  dangerous  inftru- 
ment,  fo  apt  to  recoil  on  the  hand  that  ufed  it.  Befides  the  confe- 
derates, who  were  already  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  empire,  the 
fame  of  his  liberality  and  valour  attracted  the  nations  of  the  Da- 
nube, the  Boryfthenes,  and  perhaps  of  the  Tanais.  Many  thoufands 
of  the  braveft  fubjeds  of  Attila,  the  Gepidse,  the  Oftrogoths,  the 
Rugians,  the  Burgundians,  the  SuevI,  the  Alani,  affembled  in  the 
plains  of  Liguria  ;  and  their  formidable  ftrcngth  was  balanced  by 
their  mutual  anlmofities  *^  They  paffed  the  Alps  in  a  fevere  win- 
ter.    The  emperor  led  the  way,  on  foot,  and  in  complete  armour ; 

♦•^  The  review  of  the  army,  andpaflageof  (Hift.  des  Peoples,  &c.  torn.  viii.  p.  49— 55.) 
the  Alps,  contain  the  moft  tolerable  pafiages  is  a  more  fatisfadlory  commentator,  than 
of  the  Panegyric  (470  —  552.).     JVI.  de  Buat     either  Savaron  or  Sirmond. 

3  founding, 
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founding,  with  lils  long  ftaff,  the  depth   of  the   ice,  or   fnow,  and    ^  ^^  A  ^- 

^  X  A  A  \  i . 

encouraging  the  Scythians,  who  complained  of  the  extreme  cold,  by 
the  cheerful  affurance,  that  they  ihould  be  fatisfied  with  the  heat  of 
Africa.  The  citizens  of  Lyons  had  prefumcd  to  fhut  their  gates  : 
they  foon  implored,  and  experienced,  the  clemency  of  Majorian. 
He  vanquidied  Theodoric  in  the  field  ;  and  admitted  to  his  friend- 
fhlp  and  alliance,  a  king  whom  he  had  found  not  unworthy  of  his 
arms.  The  beneficial,  though  precarious,  re-union  of  the  greateft 
part  of  Gaul  and  Spain,  was  the  efie£t  of  perfuafion,  as  well  as  of 
force  *'  ;  and  the  independent  Bagaudse,  who  had  efcaped,  or  refift- 
ed,  the  opprefTion  of  former  reigns,  were  dlfpofed  to  confide  in  the 
virtues  of  Majorian.  His  camp  was  filled  with  Barbarian  allies  ; 
his  throne  was  fupported  by  the  zeal  of  an  affedionate  people ;  but 
the  emperor  had  forefeen,  that  it  was  ImpofTible,  without  a  mari- 
time power,  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Africa.  In  the  firft  Punic 
war,  the  republic  had  exerted  fuch  Incredible  diligence,  that,  within 
fixty  days  after  the  firft  ftroke  of  the  axe  had  been  given  in  the  foreft, 
a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  gallies  proudly  rode  at  anchor  in  the 
fea  *'.  Under  circumftances  much  lefs  favourable,  Majorian  equalled 
the  fpirit  and  perfeverance  of  the  ancient  Romans.  The  woods  of  the 
Apennine  were  felled  ;  the  arfenals  and  manufadures  of  Ravenna  and 
Mifenum  were  reftored  ;  Italy  and  Gaul  vied  with  each  other  in 
liberal  contributions  to  the  public  fervice  ;  and  the  Imperial  navy 
of  three  hundred  large  gallies,  with  an  adequate  proportion  of  tranf- 
ports  and  fmaller  veffels,  was  collected  in  the  fecure  and  capacious 

♦'  To.  f^sv  o7r^o.-,  ra  Si  v,yoi-,  is  thejuft  and         48  piorus,  I.  ii.  c.  2.     He  amufcs  himfelf 
forcible  diftinaion  of  Prifcus   (Excerpt.  Le-     ^.j^;^  ^^^  p„^j;^^,   f.^cy,  that  the  trees  had 

gat.    p.    42.)    in    a    fhort   fragment,    which  ,  ,  ,  .        „  .  j  •    .      ,    , 

°  ,    ,.   ,  ,      ,  .?  %  ,,  .  been  transiormed  into  mips :  and  inaeed  the 

throws  much  light  on   the  hiftory  of  Majo-  ..,,.,. 

■     •  I  J      1       /-.    -/Tj.ujr..  whole  tranfaaion,  as  it  is  related  in  the  firft 

jonan      jornandes  has  iuppreffed  the  defeat  ' 

and  alliance  of  the  Viligoths,  which  were  fo-     ^°o''   °^'  ^olyhias,  deviates   too   much  from 
lemnly   proclaimed   in     Gn.licia  ;    and     are     the  probable  courfe  of  human  events, 
marked  in  the  Chronicle  of  Idatias. 

harbour 
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,C  H  A  p.  harbour  of  Ciirthagcna  in  Spain  "'.  The  intrepid  conntenance  of 
Majorian  animated  his  troops  with  a  confidence  of  victory ;  and  if 
we  might  credit  the  hiftorian  Procopius,  his  courage  foinetimes  hur- 
ried him  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence.  Anxious  to  explore,  -with 
his  own  eyes,  the  ftatc  of  the  Vandals,  he  ventured,  after  difguifuig 
the  colour  of  his  hair,  to  vifit  Carthage,  in  the  charadlcr  of  his  own 
ambafTador  :  and  Genferic  was  afterwards  mortified  by  the  difcovery, 
that  he  had  entertained  and  difmilfed  the  emperor  of  the  "Romans. 
Such  an  anecdote  may  be  rejeded  as  an  improbable  fidtion  ;  but  it  is 
a  fidion  which  would  not  have  been  imagined,  unlefs  in  the  life  of  a 
ero  . 
Without  the  help  of  a  perfonal  interview,  ■Genferic  was  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  genius  and  defigns  of  his  adverfory.  He  prac- 
til'ed  his  cuftomary  arts  of  fraud  and  delay,  but  he  pradlifed  them 
without  fuccefs.  His  applications  for  peace  became  each  hour  more 
ifubmifTivc,  and  perhaps  more  fincere,  but  the  inflexible  Majorian 
had  adopted  the  ancient  maxim,  that  'Rome  could  not  be  fafe,  as 
long  as 'Carthage  exifted  in  a  hoftile  ftate.  The  king  of  the  Vandals 
dlftruftcd  the  valour  of  his  native  fubjefts,  who  were  ener^'ated  by 
the  luxury  of  the  South";  he  fufpedted  the  fidelity  of  the  vanquifhed 
'people,  w-ho  abhorred  him  as  an  Arian  tyrant;  and  'the  defperate 
meafure,  v/hich  he  executed,  of  reducing  Mauritania  into  a  defert  '\ 

could 


The  lofs  of 
hib  fluct. 


■*'  Interea  duplici  texis  dum  littore  dafiem 
Inferno  fuperoquc  mari,  cedit  omnis  in 
Lt-qiioi- 

Sylvj  tibi,  &c. 

Sidon.  Fanegyr.  Majorian.  44.1 — 461. 
The  number  of  ftips,  which  Prifcus  fixes 
at  300,  io  magnified,  by  an  indefinite  com- 
parifon  with  the  fleets  of  Agamemnon, 
Xerxes,  and  Auguftus, 

*°  Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  S. 
p.  194.  When  Genferic  conduced  his  un- 
known gueit  into  the  arfenal  of  Carthage, 


the  arms  clalhed  of  their  own-accord.  Majo- 
rian had  tinged  his  yellow  locks  with  ablack 
colour. 

*'    Spoliifque  potitus 

Immenfis,  robur  luxu  jam  perdidit  omne. 

Quo  valuit  dum  pauper  erat. 

Panegyr.  Mjjorian.  330. 
He  afterwards  applies   to  Genferic,  unjuftly 
as  it  fhould  fecm,  tlie  vices  of  his  fubjefts. 

'^  He  burnt  the  villages,  and  poifoned  the 
fpriiigs.  (Prifcus,  p.  42.)  Dubos  (Hill. 
Critique,  torn.  i.  p.  475.)  obferves,  that  the 

magazines 
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could  not  defeat  the  operations  of  the  Roman  emperor,  who  was  at    Q  H  A  P. 
liberty  to  land  his  troops  on  any  part   of  the  African  coafl.     Bu,t 
Genferic  was  flived  from  impending  and  inevitable  ruin,    by  the 
treachery  of  fome  powerful  fubjeds;   enA^ious,  or  appreheufive,   of 
their  mafter's  fuccefs.     Guided  by  their  fecret  intelligence,  he  fur- 
prifed  the  unguarded  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Carthagena :  many  of  the  fhips 
were  funk,  or  taken,  or  burnt ;  and  the  preparations  of  three  years 
were  deftroyed  in  a  fnigle  day  ".,     After  this  event,  the  behaviour 
of  the  two  antagonifts  ihewed  them  fuperior  to  their  fortune.     The 
Vandal,  inftead  of  being  elated  by  this  accidental  victory,  immedi- 
ately, renewed  his  folicitations  for  peace.     The  emperor  of  the  Weft, 
who  was  .capable  of  forming  great  deiigns,  and  of  fupporting  heavy 
difappo"intments,  confented  to  a  treaty,  or  rather  to  a  fufpeniion  of 
arms;   in  the  full  afllirance  that,  before  he  could  reftore  his  navy,  he 
fhould  be  fupplied  with  provocations  to  juftify  a  fecond  war.     Ma- 
jorian  returned  to  Italy,  to  profecute  his  labours  for  the  public  hap- 
pinefs ;   and,  as  he  was  confcious  of  his  own  integrity,  he  might  long 
remain  ignorant  of  the  dark  confpiracy  which  threatened  his  throne 
and  his  life.     The  recent  [misfortune  of  Carthagena  fuUIed  the  glory, 
which  had  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  multitude :  almoft  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  civil  and  military  officers  were  exafperated  againft  the  Re- 
former, fmce  they  all  derived  fome  advantage  from  the  abufes  which 
he  endeavoured  to  fupprefs;  and  the  patrician  Ricimer  impelled  tlie 
inconllant  pafTions   of   the  Barbarians  againfl   a    prince   whom    he 
efteemed  and  hated.     The   virtues  of  Majorian   could   not  proteft 
him  from  the  impetuous  fedition,  which  broke  out  in  the  camp  near 

magazines  which  the  Moors   buried  in   the  "  Idatius,  who  was  fafe  in  Gallicia  from 

earth,    might  efcape  his    deftriiftive    feaich.  the  power  of  Ricimer,   boldly  and  honeftly 

Two  or  three    hundred   pits   are  fometimcs  declares,    Vandali  per  proditores   admoniti, 

dug  in  the   fame  place;  and  each  pit   con-  &c.   he  difiembles,  however,  the  name  of  the 

tains  at  lead  four  hundred  bulliels  of  corn,  traitor. 
Shaw's  Travels,  p.  139. 

Tortona, 
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CHAP.    Tortona,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps.     He  was  compelled  to  abdicate 

XXXVI. 

\'    the  Imperial  purple:  five  days  after  his  abdication,  it  was  reported 

His  ikath,       that  he  died  of  a  dyfentery '*;  and  the  humble  tomb,  which  covered 

A.  D.  461.  J  J       ' 

Auguft  7.  his  remains,  was  coniecrated  by  the  refpe£l  and  gratitude  of  fucceed- 
ing  generations  ^\  The  private  character  of  Majorian  infpired  love 
and  refped.  Malicious  calumny  and  Huire  excited  his  indignation, 
or,  if  he  himfelf  were  the  obje£t,  Jiis  contempt:  but  he  protected 
the  freedom  of  wit,  and  in  the  hours  which  the  emperor  gave  to  the 
familiar  fociety  of  his  friends,  he  could  indulge  his  tafle  for  plea- 
fantry,  without  degrading  the  majefty  of  his  rank  '*. 
Rlcimer  It  was  not  perhaps  without  fome  regret,  that  Ricimer  facrificed 

th'e^name  of  his  friend  to  the  interefl  of  his  ambition :  but  he  refolved,  in  a 
a*^d"''6  —  ^'scond  choice,  to  avoid  the  imprudent  preference  of  fuperior  virtue 
4^7'  and  merit.     At  his  command,  the  obfequious  fenate  of  Rome  be- 

llowed .the  Imperial  title  on  Libius  Severus,  who  afcended  the 
throne  of  the  Weft  without  emerging  from  the  obfcurity  of  a  private 
condition.  Hiftory  has  fcarcely  deigned  to  notice  his  birth,  his  eleva- 
tion, his  charafter,  or  his  death.  Severus  expired,  as  foon  as  his  life 
became  inconvenient  to  his  patron  '' ;  and  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  dif- 

'•*•  Procop.   de  Bell.   Vandal.    1.  i.  c.  8.         '"  Sidonius  gives  a  tedious  account  (1.  i. 

p.  194.     The  teftimony  of  Idatius  is  fair  and  epift.  xi.  p.  25  —  31.)  of  a  fupper  at  Aries, 

impartial ;  "  Majorianum  de  Galliis  Romam  to  which  he  was  invited  by  Majorian,  a  fhort 

*'  redeuntem,  el  Romano  imperio  vel  nomi-  time  before  his  death.     He  had  no  intentioa 

''  ni   res  neceffarias  ordinantem  ;  Richimer  of  praifing  a  deceafed  emperor;  but  a  cafual 

"  livore  percitus,  et  invidorum  confilio  ful-  difinterefted  remark,  "  Subriiit  Auguftus;  ut 

"  tus,  fraude  interficit  circumventum."  Some  "  erat,   audloritate  fervata,  cum   fe  commu- 

read  Siwvcnim,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  efface  "  nioni  dedlflet,  jociplenus,"  outweighs  the 

either  of  the  words,  as  they  exprefs  the  dif-  fix  hundred  lines  of  his  venal  panegyric, 
ferent  accomplices  who  united  in  the   con-         5'  Sidonius  (PanegyK  Anthem.  317.)  dif- 

fpiracy  againft  Majorian.  mifles  him  to  heaven. 

5s  See   the   Epigrams   of  Ennodius,    N°         Auxerat  Auguftus  naturas  lege  Severus 

cxxxv.    inter    Sirmond    Opera,     tom.    i.    p.         Divorum  numerum. 

1903.     It  is  flat  and  obfcure  ;  but  Ennodius  And  an  old  lift  of  the  emperors,  compofed 

was  made  bifliop  of  Pavia  fifty  years  after  the  about  the  time  of  Juftinian,  praifes  his  piety, 

death  of  Majorian,  and  his  praife  deferves  and  fixes  his  refidence  at  Rome     (Sirmond 

PTedit  and  regard.  Not.  ad  Sidon.  p.  in,  U2.). 

criminate 
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criminate  his  nominal  reign  in  the  vacant  interval  of  fix  years,  he-    C  H  A  P. 
tween  the    death   of  Majorian,    and   the    elevation    of  Anthemius.    v'   -.-   It- 
During  that  period  the   government  was  in  the  hands  of  Ricimer 
alone ;  and  although  the  modeft  Barbarian  difclaimed  the   name  of 
king,  he  accumulated  treafures,  formed  a  feparate  army,  negociated 
private  alliances,  and  ruled  Italy  with  the  fame  independent  and  de- 
fpotic  authority,  which  was  afterwards  exercifed  by  Odoacer  and 
Theodoric.      But  his  dominions  were  bounded  by  the  Alpo;  and  tv/o 
Roman  generals,   Marcellinus  and  ^gidius,  maintained  their  alle- 
giance   to   the    republic,   by    rejecting,   with   difdain,  the  phantom 
which  he  ftyled  an  emperor.     Marcellinus  ftill  adhered  to  the  old  Revolt  of 
religion;  and  the  devout  Pagans,  who   fecretly  difobeyed  the  laws  inDalmatia, 
of  the  church  and  flate,  applauded  his  profound  ftill  in  the  fcience 
of  divination.     But  he  pofleffed  the  more  valuable  qualifications  of 
learning,  virtue,  and  courage  '* ;    the   ftudy  of  the   Latin  literature 
had  improved  his  tafte ;  and  his   military  talents  had  recommended 
him    to    the    efteem   and  confidence  of  the  great    jEtius,   in  vvhofe 
ruin  he  was   involved.     By  a  timely  flight,  Marcellinus  efcaped  the 
rage  of  Valentinian,  and  boldly  alTerted  his  liberty  amidft  the  con- 
vulfions  of  the  Weflern  empire.     His  voluntary,  or  relu(Sbant,  fub- 
miffion,  to  the  authority  of  Majorian,  was  rewarded  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Sicily,  and  the   command   of  an   army,   ftationed   in  that 
ifland  to  oppofe,  or  to  attack,  the  Vandals  ;  but  his  Barbarian  mer- 
cenaries, after  the  emperoi-'s  death,  were  tempted  to  revolt  by  the 
artful  liberality  of  Ricimer.     At  the  head  of  a  band  of  faithful  fol- 
lowers, the  intrepid  Marcellinus  occupied  the  province  of  Dalmatia, 
afliimed  the  title  of  patrician  of  the  Weft,  fecured  the  love  of  his 
fubjeits  by  a  mild  and  equitable  reign,  built  a  fleet,  which  claimed 
the  dominion  of  the  Hadriatic,  and  alternately  alarmed  the  coafts  of 

5^  Tillemont,  who  is  always  fcandalized  Siiidas  has  preferved),  to  the  partial  zeal  of 
by  the  virtues  of  Infidels,  attributes  this  ad-  feme  Pagan  hiftorian  (Hift.  des  Empereurs, 
Tanta^eous  portrait  of  Marcellinus    (which     tom.  vi.  p,  330.}, 

Vol.  III.  3  O  Italy 
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C  H  A  P.    Italy  and  of  Africa  ".     jEgklius,  the  mafter-general  of  Gaul,    who 

, '_,    equalled,  or   at  leaft  who  imitated,  the  heroes  of  ancisnt  Rome  \ 

diuskSf.   proclaimed  his  immortal  refentment  againft  the  affaffins  of  his  be- 
loved maftcr.     A  brave  and   numerous  army  was  attached  to   his 
ftandard  j  and,  though  he  was  prevented  by  the  arts  of  Ricimer,  and 
the  arms  of  the  Vifigoths,  from  marching  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  he 
maintained  his  independent  foverelgnty  beyond  the  Alps,  and  ren- 
dered the  name  of  YEgidius  refpcdable  both  in  peace  and  war.     The 
Franks,  who  had  punifhed  with  exile  the  youthful  folUes  of  Childeric, 
eleded  the  Roman  general  for  their  king ;  his  vanit)'",  rather  than 
his  ambition,  was  gratified  by  that  fingular  honom-;  and  when  the 
nation,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  repented  of  the  injury  which  they 
had  offered  to  the  Merovingian  family,  he  patiently  acquiefced  in  the 
reftoration  of  the  lawful  prince.     The  authority  of  iEgidius  ended 
only  with  his  life  ;  and  the  fufpicions  of  poifon  and  fecret  violence,, 
which  derived  fome  countenance  from  the  charader  of  Ricimer,  were 
eagerly  entertained  by  the  paflionate  credulity  of  the  Gauls  *'. 
Naval  war  The  kingdom  of  Italy,  a  name  to  which  the  Weftern  empire  was 

dais  ^    ^""     gradually  reduced,  was  afi^ided,  under  the  reign  of  Ricimer,  by  the 
A^  D.  361—  ^j^(-gf]-^rit  depredations  of  the  Vandal  pirates  *"".      In  the  fpring  of 

each 

55  Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.   6.  jeftions  againft  the  ftory  of  Childeric  (Hift- 

p.  191.     In  various  circumflances  of  the  life  de  France,  torn.  i.     Preface  Hiftorique,  p.. 

of  Marcellinus,  i:  is  not  eafy  to  reconcile  the  Ixxviii.  &c.)  :   but  they  have  been  fairly  fa- 

Greek   hiftorian  with   the   Latin  Chronicles  tisfied  by   Dubos    (Hift.    Critique,    torn.   i. 

of  the  times.  p-  460 — 510.),  and  by  two  authors  who  dif- 

*°  I  mull   apply   to  ^gidius,  the  praifes  puled  the  prize  of  the  Academy  of  SoiiTons 

which   Sidonius   (Panegyr.   Majorian,   553.)  (p.    135  —  177.     310—339.).     With  regard 

bellows  on  a  namelefs  mailer-general,  who  to  the  term  of  Childeric's  exile,  it  is  necef- 

commanded    the     rear-guard    of    Majorian.  fary  either  to  prolong  the  life  of  ^gidius  be- 

Idatius,  from  public  report,    commends  his  yond  the  date  afiigned  by  the  Chronicle  of 

Chrillian   piety;    and  Prifcus    mentions    (p.  Idatius  ;  or  to  correft  th«  text  of  Gregory,  b){ 

42.)  his  military  virtues.  reading  quarto  anno,  inllead  oi  ocla'vo. 

"  Greg.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.    12.  in  torn.  ii.  ^^  The  naval  war  of  Genferic  is  defcribed 

p.  16S.     The  Pere  Daniel,  whofe  ideas  were  by  Prifcus  (Excerpta  Legation,  p.  42.),  Pra- 

fuperficial  and  modern,  has  ftarted  fome  ob-  copius  (de  Bell.  YandaL  1..  i.  c.  5.  p.  i89» 

19:. 
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each  year,  they  equipped  a  formidable'navy  in  the  port  of  Carthage  ;    *^,H  A  P. 

AAA  VI- 

and  Genferic  himfelf,  though   in  a   very  advanced  age,  frill  com- 
manded in  perfon  the  moft  important  expeditions.     His  defigns  were 
concealed  with  impenetrable  fecrecy,  till  the  moment  that  he  hoifted 
f;iil.     When  he  was  afked  by  his  pilot,  what  courfe  he  fliould  fteer ; 
*'  Leave  the  determination  to  the  winds  (replied  the  Barbarian,  with 
"  pious  arrogance)  ;  tbey  will  tranfport  us  to  the  guilty  coaft,  whofe 
"  inhabitants  have  provoked  the   divine  juftice:"    but    if  Genferic 
himfelf  deigned   to  ifTue  more  precife  orders,    he  judged   the  moft 
wealthy  to  be  the  moft  criminal.     The  Vandals  repeatedly  vifited  the 
coafts  of  Spain,  Liguria,  Tufcany,    Campania,   Lucania,  Bruttium, 
Apulia,  Calabria,  Venetia,   Dalmatia,    Epirus,   Greece,   and  Sicily : 
they  were  tempted  to  fubdue  the  ifland  of  Sardinia,  fo  advantage- 
oufly  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  Mediterranean ;  and  their  arms 
fpread  defolation,  or  terror,  from   the   columns  of  Hercules  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile.     As  they  were  more  ambitious  of  fpoil  than  of 
glory,   they  feldom   attacked   any  fortified  cities,    or   engaged  any 
regular  troops  in  the  open  field.     But  the  celerity  of  their  motions 
enabled  them,'  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  to  threaten  and  to  attack  the 
moft   diftant   objects,  which   attrafted    their    defires ;    and   as   they 
always  embarked  a  fufficient  number  of  horfes,  they  had  no  fooner 
landed,  than  they  fwept  the  difmayed  country  with  a  body  of  light 
cavalry.     Yet,  notwithftanding  the  example  of  their  king,  the  native 
Vandals    and  Alani   infenfibly   declined   this  toilfome  and  perilous 
warfare ;  the  hardy  generation  of  the   firft  conquerors  was   almoft 

100.  and  c.  22.  p.   2z8.),     Viflor  Vitenfis  In  one  paflage  the  poet  feems  infpired  by  his 

(de  Perfecut.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.   17.,  and  Rui-  fubjea,    and  expieiles  a    flrong  idea^,by   a 

nart,  p.  467—481.).  an*!  in  t'^e  \\\rti.  pane-  lively  image  : 

gyrics  of  Sidonius,  whofe  chronological  order  Hinc  Vandalus  hofiis 

is  abfurdly  tranfpofed   in   the  editions    both  Urget ;  et  in  noftrum  numerofa  claife  quot- 
of  Savaron  and  Sirmond.     (Avit.  Caim.  vii.  annis 

441—451.     Majorian,   Carm.  v.   327  —  350.  Mllitat  exxidium  ;  converfoque  ordine  Fati 

385—440.     Anthem.  Carm.  ii.   348-386.)  Torrida  Caucafeos  infert  mihi  Byrfa  furores. 

3  O  2  extinguilhed, 
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C  HA  P.    extingiufhed,  and  their  fons,  who  were  born  in  Africa,  enjoyed  the 

I'liii  "111 

v_     ,^-  ,  '    delicious  baths  and  gardens  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  vaiour 
of  their  fathers.     Their  place  was  readily  fupplied  by  a  various  mul- 
titude of  Moors  and  Romans,  of  captives   and   outlaws ;  and  thofe 
defperate  wretches,    who    had    already  violated  the   laws   of  their 
country,   were  the  moft  eager  to  promote  the  atrocious  a61:s  which 
difgrace  the  vidories   of  Genferic.      In  the   treatment  of  his  un- 
happy prifoners,  he  fometimes  confulted  his  avarice,   and  fometimes 
indulged    his  cruelty;     and    the    mafllicre    of    five    hundred    no- 
ble citizens  of  Zant  or  Zac^Tithus,  whofe    mangled  bodies  he  caft 
into  the  Ionian  fea,  was  imputed,  by  the  public  indignation,  to  his 
lateft  pofterity. 
.Negociations       Such  crimes  could  not  be  excufed  by  any  provocations ;  but  the 
Eaftem^         War,  which  the  king  of  the  Vandals  profecuted  againft  the  Roman 
a^d'^^'s        empire,    was  juftified  by  a  fpecious  and  reafonable  motive.      The 
*'*^'  widow  of  Valentinian,    Eudoxia,  whom   he  had   led  captive  from 

Rome  to  Carthage,  was  the  fole  heirefs_  of  the  Theodofian  houfe ; 
her  elder  daughter,  Eudocia,  became  the  reludlant  wife  of  Hunneric, 
his  eldeft  fon  ;  and  the  ftern  father,  aflerting  a  legal  claim,  which 
could  not  eafily  be  refuted  or  fatisfied,  demanded  a  juft  proportion 
of  the  Imperial  patrimony.  An  adequate,  or  at  leaft  a  valuable, 
compenfation,  was  offered  by  the  Eaftern  emperor,  to  purchafe  a  ne- 
ceflary  peace.  Eudoxia  and  her  younger  daughter,,  Placidia,  were 
honourably  reftored,  and  the  fmy  of  the  Vandals  was  confined  to- 
.the  limits  of  the  Weflern  empire.  The  Itahans,  deftitute  of  a  naval 
force,  which  alone  was  capable  of  protedling  their  coafls,  implored, 
the  aid  of  the  more  fortunate  nations  of  the  EafI; ;  who  had  formerly 
acknowledged,  in  peace  and  war,  the  fupremacy  of  Rome.  But 
the  perpetual  divifion  of  the  two  empires  had  alienated  their  intereft 
and  their  inclinations  ;  the  faith  of  a  recent  treaty  was  alleged  ;  and 
the  Weflern  Romans,  inftead  of  arms  and  fhips,  could  only  obtain 

t  the 
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the  afTiftaiiCe  of  a  cold  and  ineffedual  mediation.     The  haucrhtv  Ri-   ^  ^^  ^  ^■ 

XXXVl 

cimer,  who  had  long  ftruggled  with  the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,   », ,-0 

was  at  length  reduced  to  addrefs  the  throne  of  Conftantinople  in  the 
humble  language  of  a  fubje£t ;  and  Italy  fubmitted,  as  the  price  and 
fccurity  of  the  alliance,  to  accept  a  mafter  from  the  choice  of  the  em- 
peror of  the  Eaft'^\  It  is  not  the  purpofc  of  the  prefent  chapter,  or' 
even  of  the  prefent  volume,  to  continue  the  dilllndl  feries  of  the 
Byzantine  hiftory ;  but  a  concife  view  of  the  reign  and  character  of 
the  emperor  I  co,  may  explain  the  lafl  efforts  that  were  attempted  to 
fave  the  falling  empire  of  the  Weft  '*. 

Since  the  death  of  the  younger  Theodofms,  the  domeftic  repofe  of  I.eo,  empe- 
Conftantinople  had  never  been  interrupted  by  war  or  fadlion.  Pulche-  Eaft° 

ria  had  bellowed  her  hand,  and  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft,  on  the  modeft  fl'.^'  ^^^^ 

474. 

virtue  of  Marcian :  he  gratefully  reverenced  her  auguft  rank  and 
virgin  chaftlty  ;  and,  after  her  death,  he  gave  his  people  the  example 
of  the  religious  w^orftiip,  that  was  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Impe- 
rial faint  ".  Attentive  to  the  profperity  of  his  own  dominions, 
Marcian  feemed  to  behold,  with  indlfterence,  the  misfortunes  of 
Rome ;  and  the  obftinate  refufal  of  a  brave  and  active  prince,  to 
draw  his  fword  againft  the  Vandals,  was  afcribed  to  a  fecret  pro- 
mife,  which  had  formerly  been  exatSled  from  him  when  he  was  a 

•^  The  poet  himfelf  is  compelled  to  ac-         '+  The  original  authors  of  the  refo-ns  of 

knowledge  the  diftrefs  of  Ricimer  :  Marcian,  Leo,    and   Zeno,    are  reduced    to 

Pritereainviftus  Ricimer,  quern  publica  fata  fome  imperfei:t  fragments,  whofe  deficiencies 

Refpiciunt,  propria  folus  vix  Marte  repellit  muft  be  fupplied  from  the  more  recent  com- 

Piratam  per  rura  vagum— —  pilations  of  Theophancs,  Zonaras^  and  Ce- 

Italy  addrefles  her  complaint  to  the  Tyber,  drenus. 

and  Rome,  at  the   felicitation  of  the  river         *5  gt.    Pulcheria   died   A.    D.    453,  four 

god,    tranfports    herfelf    to   Conllantinople,  years  before  her  nominal  huiband;  and  her 

renounces  her  ancient  claims,  and  implores  feilival  is  celebrated  on  the  loth  of  Septem- 

the  friendfhip  of  Aurora,   the  goddefs  of  the  ber  by  the  modern  Greeks  :  Ihe  bequeathed 

Eaft.     This  fabulous  machinery,  which  the  an  immenfe  patrimony  to  pious,  or  at  leail 

genius  of  Claudian  had  ufed  and  abufed,  is  to  ecclefiallical,  ufes.     See  Tillemont,  Me- 

the  conftant  and  miferable  refource  of  the  moires  Ecdef.  torn.  xv.  p.  181 — 1S4. 
inufe  of  Sidonius. 

captive 
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CHAP,    captive  in  the  power  of  Genferic  ".     The  death  of  Marcian,  after  4- 
reign  of  fcven  yeai's,  would  have  expofed  the  Eaft  to  the  danger  of 
a  popular  eledion  ;   if  the  fuperior  weight  of  a  fuigle  family,  had  not 
been  able  to  incline  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  candidate  whofe 
intereft  they  fupported.      The   patrician   Afpar   might   have  placed 
the  diadem  on    his  own    head  ;    if   he  would    have  fubfcribed  the 
Nicene   creed  ''\      During  three    generations,    the    armies    of    the 
Eaft  were  fucceffively  commanded  by  his  father,  by  himfelf,  and  by 
his  fon  Ardaburius :   his  Barbarian  guards  formed  a  military  force 
that  overawed   the  palace  and  the  capital;  and  the  liberal  diftribu- 
tion  of  his  immenfe  treafures,  rendered  Afpar  as  popular,  as  he  was 
powerful.     He  recommended  the  obfcure  name  of  Leo  of  Thrace,  a 
military  tribune,  and  the  principal  fteward   of  his  houfehold.     His 
nomination  was  unanimoufly  ratified  by  the  fenate ;  and  the  fervant 
of  Afpar  received  the  Imperial  crown   from   the  hands  of  the  pa- 
triarch, or  bifhop,  who   was  permitted  to  exprefs,  by  this  unufual 
ceremony,  the  fuffrage  of  the  Deity  ".     This  emperor,  the  firft  of 
the  name  of  Leo,  has  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  the  Great; 
from  a  fucceffion  of  princes,  who  gradually  fixed,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Greeks,  a  very  humble  ftandard  of  heroic,  or  at  leaft  of  royal,  per- 
fedlion.     Yet  the  temperate  firmnefs  vi'ith  which  Leo  refifted  the  op- 
preffion  of  his  benefadlor,  ihewed  that  he  was  confcious  of  his  duty 
and  of  his  prerogative.     Afpar  was  aftonifhed  to  find  that  his  influ- 
ence could  no  longer  appoint  a  prfefed:  of  Conftantinople :  he  pre- 
fumed  to  reproach  his  fovercign  with  a  breach  of  promife,  and  info- 
iently  fliaking  his  purple,  "  It  is  not  proper  (faid  he),  that  the  man 

^''  See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.    1.  i.         *»  Theophanes,  p.  95.     This  appears  to 

c.  4.   p.  185.         ...  be  the  firft:  origin  of  a  ceremony,  which  all 

*'  From  this  difabillty  of  Afpar  to  afcend  i     r^i    -n-          •            r   l           u  l         r 

,      J-          , '^        ,      „  ■  the  Cnnitian  princes  of  the  world  have  fmce 

the  throne.  It  may  be  inferred  thr.t  the  ftain  ,          ,           '                ,  •  ,      ,        ,           , 

,  ..      .                         1       J  •    J  iLi         uM  adopted:   and  irom   which  the  clergy  have 

0.1  Here fy  v/as  perpetual  and  indelible,  while  '                                                         ^■' 

that  of  Barbari/m  difappeared  in  the  fecond     ^^^^^^^  the  raoli  formidable  confequences. 
generation. 

*'  who 
4 
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**  who   Is  Invefted  with   this  garment,  flioukl   be  guilty  of  lying."    CHAP. 

"  Nor  is  it  proper  (replied  Leo),  that  a  prince  fliould  be  compelled    y , • 

"  to  refign  his  own  judgment,  and  the  public  intereft,  to  the  will 
"  of  a  fubjed;  ^''."  After  this  extraordinary  fcene,  it  was  impoflible 
that  the  reconciliation  of  the  emperor  and  the  patrician  could  be  fm- 
cere  ;  or,  at  leaft,  that  it  could  be  folid  and  permanent.  An  army  of 
Ifaurians  '°  was  fecretly  levied,  and  introduced  into  Conftantinople ; 
and  while  Leo  undermined  the  authority,  and  prepared  the  difgrace,, 
of  the  family  of  Afpar,  his  mild  and  cautious  behaviour  reflrained 
them  from  any  rafli  and  defperate  attempts,  which  might  have  been 
fatal  to  themfelves,  or  their  enemies.  The  meafures  of  peace  and  war 
were  affeded  by  this  internal  revolution.  As  long  as  Afpar  degraded 
the  majefty  of  the  throne,  the  fecret  correfpondence  of  religion  and 
intereft  engaged  him  to  favour  the  caufe  of  Genferic.  When  Leo  had 
delivered  himfelf  from  that  ignominious  fervitude,  he  liftened  to  the 
complaints  of  the  Italians;  refolved  to  extii"pate  the  tyranny  of  the 
Vandals;  and  declared  his  alliance  with  his  colleague,  AnthemiuSj^ 
whom  he  folemnly  invefted  with  the  diadem  and  purple  of  the 
Weft. 

The   virtues  of  Anthemius   have  perhaps  been  magnified,   fmce   Anthemius 
the   Imperial    defcent,    which     he    could    only    deduce    from    the  tj^'^ygj^"'^ 
ufurper    Procopius,    has    been    fwelled    into    a  line   of  emperors  ".   ^^J^-  4^7' — 
But  the  merit  of  his  immediate  parents,  their  honours,  and  their 

*'  Cedrenus  (p.  345.  346.).  who  was  con-         ''    ■  Tali  tu  civis  ab  urbe 

verfant  with  the  writers  of  better  days,  has         Procopio  genitore  micas;  cui  prifca  pro- 
prefcrved   the  remarkable   words    of  Afpar,  pairo 

^aai}.i-j    IVJ    uVTy.>   Tr.v   a^BjyiJ-i    cri,'.;3.'jAr,,y,v;»M  s  Aagujlif  venit  ?.irOa'vh. 

'^'"°' ThTplver  of  the  Ifaurians  agitated  the  ^he  poet  (Sidon.Panegyr.Anthcm.67-3c6  ),-, 

Eaftern  empire  in  the  two  fucceeding  reigns  ^hen  proceeds  to  rekte  the  private  hfe  and 

of  Zeno  and  Anaftafius  ;   but  it  ended  in  the  fortunes  of  the  future  emperor,  with  whicJv 

deftruclion  of  thofe  Barbarians,   who   main-  he   muft   have   been    very    imperfeftly    ac- 

tained  their   fierce  independence  abcuc  two  quainted.. 
hundred  and  thirty  years, 

riches. 
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CHAP,    riches,  rendered  Anthemius   one  of  the   moft  illuftrious  fuhjeds  of 

XXXVI.  '  -  .  ^ 

c  -,-    J    the  Eaft.     His  father,  Procopuis,   obtained,    after  his  Pcrfian  em- 

bafiy,  the  rank   of  general  and  patrician ;  and  the  name  of  Anthe- 
mius was   derived  from    his    maternal   grandfather,    the   celebrated 
prcefeft,  who  protedled,  with  fo  much  ability  and  fuccefs,  the  infant 
reign  of  Theodofms.     The  grandfon  of  the  prsefed;  was  raifed  above 
the  condition  of  a  private  fubjedl,  by  his  marriage  with  Euphemia, 
the  daughter    of  the    emperor   Marcian.      This    fplendid    alliance, 
which  might  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  merit,  haftened  the  promo- 
tion of  Anthemius  to  the  fucceffive  dignities   of  count,  of  mafter- 
general,  of  conful,  and  of  patrician ;  and  his  merit  or  fortune  claimed, 
the  honours  of  a  vidory,  which  was  obtained  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  over  the  Huns.     Without  indulging  an  extravagant  ambi- 
tion, the  fon-in-law  of  Marcian  might  hope  to  be  his  fucceflbr ,  but 
Anthemius  fupported  the  difappointment  with  courage  and  patience; 
and  his  fubfequent  elevation  was  univerfally  approved  by  the  public, 
who  efteemed  him  worthy  to  reign,  till  he  afcended   the  throne  '% 
The  emperor  of  the  Weft  marched  from  Conftantinople,  attended  by 
feveral  counts  of  high  diftindlion,  and  a  body  of  guards,  almoft  equal 
A,  D.  467,     to  the  ftrength  and  numbers  of  a  regular  army  :  he  entered  Rome  in 
^"  '"'        triumph,  and  the  choice  of  Leo  was  confirmed  by  the  fenate,  the 
people,  and  the  Barbarian  confederates  of  Italy  ".     The  folemn  in- 
auguration of  Anthemius  was  followed  by  the  nuptials  of  his  daugh- 
ter and  the  patrician  Ricimer;  a  fortunate  event,  which  was  confi- 
dered  as  the  firmeft  fecurity  of  the  union  and  happinefs  of  the  ftate. 
The    wealth    of  two    empires    was    oftentatioufly    difplayed ;    and 
many  fenators  completed  their  ruin  by  an  expenfive  efibrt  to  difguife 

"^  Sidonius   difcovers,    with  tolerable  in-         ''  The   poet   again  celebrates  the  unani- 

genuity,  that  this  Jifappointraent  added  new  inity   of  all  orders  of  the  ftate  (ij — 22.): 

lullre  to  the  virtues  of  Anthemius  (jic,  &c.),  and  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius  mentions  the 

who  declined  one   fccptre,    and  reluctantly  forces  whi^h  attended  his  niarch. 


accepted  anodier  (22,  &c.). 


their 
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their  poverty.     All  ferious  bufinefs  was  fufpcnded  during  this  fcfli-    CHAP. 

A.XX  VI. 

val ;  the  courts  of  juftice  were  fliut ;  the  flreets  of  Rome,  the  thea-  \— — » — -» 
tres,  the  places  of  public  and  private  refort,  rcfounded  with  hyme- 
naeal  fongs  and  dances ;  and  the  royal  bride,  clothed  in  filken  robe«, 
with  a  crown  on  her  head,  was  conducted  to  the  palace  of  Ricimer, 
who  had  changed  his  military  drefs  for  the  habit  of  a  conful  and  a 
fenator.  On  this  memorable  occafion,  Sidonius,  whofe  early  am- 
bition had  been  fo  fatally  blafted,  appeared  as  the  orator  of  Auvergne, 
among  the  provincial  deputies  who  addrefled  the  throne  with  con- 
gratulations or  complaints  ^\  The  calends  of  January  were  now  ^-  ^-  463. 
approaching,  and  the  venal  poet,  who  had  loved  Avitus,  and  efteem- 
ed  Majorian,  was  perfuaded  by  his  friends,  to  celebrate,  in  heroic 
verfe,  the  merit,  the  felicity,  the  fecond  confulfhip,  and  the  future 
triumphs  of  the  emperor  Anthemius.  Sidonius  pronounced,  with 
afTurance  and  fuccefs,  a  panegyric  which  is  flill  extant  j  and  what- 
ever might  be  the  imperfedions,  either  of  the  fubjed:  or  of  the 
compofition,  the  welcome  flatterer  was  immediately  rewarded  with 
the  pr.-Efedure  of  Rome;  a  dignity  which  placed  him  among  the 
illuftrious  perfonages  of  the  empire,  till  he  wifely  preferred  the 
more  refpedable  character  of  a  bifhop  and  a  faint ' '. 

The  Greeks  ambitioufly  commend  the  piety  and  catholic  faith  of  The  feilK-al 
the  emperor  whom  they   gave  to  the  Weft;  nor  do  they  foi-get  to   percalia. 
obferve,  that  when  he   left  Conftantinople,  he  converted  his  palace 
into  the  pious  foundation  of  a  public  bath,  a  church,  and  an  hofpi- 
tal  for  old  men  '^     Yet  fome  fufpicious  appearances  are  found  to  fully 

the 

'♦  Intervcni  autem  miptiis   Patiicii  Rici-  his  reward.     "  Hie  ipfe  Panegyricus,  fi  noii 

meris,   cui   filia   perennis    Augulli    in    fpem  "  judicium,    certe   eventum,     boni    operis, 

publicos  fecuritatis  copulabatur.     The  jour-  "  accepit."     He  was  made  bifhop  of  Cler- 

rey  of  Sidonius  from  Lyons,  and  the  feftival  mont,  A.  D.   471.      Tillemont,   Mem.  Ec- 

of  Rome,    are    defcribed  with    fome   fpirit.  clef.   torn.  xvi.  p.  yco. 

L.  i.  epift.  ;.  p.  9—13.     Epift.  9.  p.  21.  '•  The  palace  of  Anthemius  flood  on  the 

"  Sidonius    (1.  i.  epift.  9.    p.   23,    24.)  banks   of  the  Propontis.     In  the  ninth  cen- 

very  fairly  ftates  his  motive,  his  labour,  and  tury,  Alexius,  the  fon-in-Iaw  of  the  emperor 

Vol.  III.  3  P                                           Theophilus, 


474 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


CHAP. 
XXXVI. 


the  theological  fame  of  Anthemius.  From  the  converfatlon  of  Phl- 
lothcus,  a  Macedonian  fedlary,  he  had  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  religions 
toleration ;  and  the  Heretics  of  Rome  wonld  have  afl'embled  with 
impunity,  if  the  bold  and  vehement  ceniure  which  pope  Hilary 
pronounced  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  had  not  obliged  him  to  abjure 
the  unpopular  indulgence  ".  Even  the  Pagans,  a  feeble  and  obfcure 
remnant,  conceived  fome  vain  hopes  from  the  indifference,  or  par- 
tiality, of  Anthemius ;  and  his  fmgular  friendfhip  for  the  philofopher 
Severus,  whom  he  promoted  to  the  confullhip,  was  afcribcd  to  a 
fecret  project,  of  reviving  the  ancient  worlhip  of  the  Gods  ''. 
Thefe  idols  were  crumbled  into  dull:  and  the  mythology  which 
had  once  been  the  creed  of  nations,  was  fo  univerfally  difbe- 
lieved,  that  it  might  be  employed  without  fcandal,  or  at  leaft 
without  fufpicion,  by  Chriftian  poets ''.  Yet  the  veftiges  of  fuper- 
ftition  were  not  abfolutely  obliterated,  and  the  feftival  of  the  Luper- 
calia,  whofe  origin  had  preceded  the  foundation  of  Rome,  was  ftill 
celebrated  under  the  reign  of  Anthemius.  The  favage  and  limple 
rites  w^ere  expreffive  of  an  early  ftate  of  fociety  before  the  invention 
of  arts  and  agriculture.  The  ruftic  deities  who  prefided  over  the 
toils  and  pleafures  of  the  paftoral  life,  Pan,  Faunus,  and  their  train, 
of  fatyrs,  were  fuch  as  the  fancy  of  fliepherds  might  create,  fportive. 


Theophilivs,  obtained  permifllon  to  puichafe 
the  ground  ;  and  ended  his  days  in  a  mona- 
ftery  which  he  founded  on  that  delightful 
fpot.  Ducange,  Conftantinopolis  Chriftiana, 
p.  117.  152. 

"  Papa  Hilarus  .  .  .  apud  beatum  Pe- 
triim  Apoftohim,  palam  ne  id  fieret  clara 
voce  conlbinxit,  in  tantum  ut  non  ea  faci- 
enda  cum  intcrpofitione  juramenti  idem  pro- 
mitteret  Iniperator.  Gelafius  Epiftol.  ad  Anr 
dronicum,  ripud  Baron.  A.  D.  4.67.  N°  3, 
The  cardinal  obferves,  with  fome  compla- 
cency, that  it  was  much  eafier  to  plant  he- 
icfie^  at  Conftantinoplc,  than  at  Rome.^ 

8 


"'  Damafci'js,  in  the  life  of  the  philofo- 
pher Ifidore,  apud  Photium,  p.  1049.  Da- 
mafcius,  who  lived  under  Jullinian,  com- 
pofed  anotlier  work,  confiding  of  570  pra- 
ternatural  ftories  of  fouls,  dxmons,  appari*- 
tions,  the  dotage  of  Platonic  Paganifm. 

"  In  the  poetical  works  of  Sidonius,  which 
he  afterwards  condemned  (1.  ix.  epift.  16. 
p.  285.),  the  fabulous  deities  are  the  prinr 
cipal  aftors.  If  Jerom  was  fcourged  by  the 
angels  for  only  reading  Virgil  ;  the  bi/hop  of 
Clermont,  for  fuch  a  vile  imitation,  dcferved 
an  additional  whipping  from  the  mufes. 

petulant, 
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petulant,  and  lafcivious;  whofe  power  was  limited,  and  whofe  ma- 
lice was  inoffenfive.  A  goat  was  the  offering  the  befl  adapted  to 
their  charader  and  attributes  ;  the  flcfh  of  the  vidiim  was  roafted  on 
willow  fpits;  and  the  riotous  youths,  who  crowded  to  the  feaft,  ran 
naked  about  the  fields,  with  leather  thongs  in  their  hands,  communi- 
cating, as  it  was  fuppofed,  the  bleffing  of  fecundity  to  the  women 
whom  they  touched "".  The  altar  of  Pan  was  erected,  perhaps  by 
Evander  the  Arcadian,  in  a  dark  recefs  in  the  fide  of  the  Palatine- 
hill,  watered  by  a  perpetual  fountain,  and  Ihaded  by  an  hanging 
-grove.  A  tradition,  that,  in  the  fame  place,  Romulus  and  Remus 
were  fuckled  by  the  wolf,  rendered  it  ftill  more  facred  and  venerable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Romans ;  and  this  fylvan  fpot  was  gradually  fur- 
rounded  by  the  ftately  edifices  of  the  Forum ''.  After  the  conver- 
fion  of  the  Imperial  city,  the  Chriftians  ftill  continued,  in  the  month 
of  February,  the  annual  celebration  of  the  Lupercalia;  to  which 
they  afcribed  a  fecret  and  myfterious  influence  on  the  genial  powers 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  world.  The  bifliops  of  Rome  were  foli- 
citous  to  abolilh  a  profane  cuftom,  fo  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity ;  but  their  zeal  was  not  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the 
civil  magiftrate:  the  inveterate  abufe  fubfifted  till  the  end  of  the  fifth 
century,  and  pope  Gelafius,  v\dio  purified  the  capital  from  the  laft 
ftain  of  idolatry,  appeafed,  by  a  formal  apology,  the  murmurs  of 
the  fenate  and  people  ". 

'°  Ovid  (Faft.  1.  ii.  267  —  452.)  has  given        ^^  Baronlus  publifhed,  from  the  MSS.  of 

an  amufing  defcription  of  the  follies  of  anti-  the    Vatican,   this   epiftle   of  pope    Gelafius 

quity,  which  ftill   ir.fpired  fo  much  refpedl,  (A.  D.  496.   N°  28 — 45. )>  which  is  entitled 

that    a    grave    magiftrate,    running    riaked  Adverfus    Andromachum   Senatorem,    ca;te- 

through   the   ftreets,    was    not  an    objeft  of  rofque   Romanes,  qui  Lupercalia  fecuadum 

aftoniftiraent  or  laughter.  morem  priftinum  colenda  conftituebant.   Ge- 

^'   See  Dionyf.  Halicarn.  1.  i.  p.  25.  65.  lafius  always  fuppofes  that  his  adverfaries  arc 

edit.    Hudfon.      The  Roman    Antiquaries,  jiominal  Chriftians,    and    that   he  may  not 

Donatus,   (1.    ii.    c.    18.    p.    173,    174.  and  yield    to  them  in   abfurd  prejudice,  lie  im- 

Nardini   (p.   386,   387.),  havg  laboured  to  putes  to  this  harmlefs  feftival,  all  the  ca/u' 

afcertain  the  true  fituation  of  the  Lupercal.  mi/ici  of  the  age. 

3  P  3  la 
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Vandals  of 
Africa, 
A.  D.  468. 


CH  A  P.         In  all  his  public  declarations,  the  emperor  Leo  a  flumes  the  autho- 

XXXVI. 
, , L-   rlty,  and  profefTes  the  affedion,  of  a  father,  for  his  fon  Anthemius, 

a'afnTtiie"^  with  whom  he  had  divided  the  adminiftration  of  the  univerfe". 
The  fituation,  and  perhaps  the  charader,  of  Leo,  difluaded  him  from 
expofing  his  perfon  to  the  toils  and  dangers  of  an  African  war.  But 
the  powers  of  the  Eaftern  ernpire  were  ftrenuoufly  exerted  to  deliver 
Italy  and  the  Mediterranean  from  the  Vandals ;  and  Genferic,  who 
had  fo  long  opprefl'ed  both  the  land  and  fea,  was  threatened  from 
every  fide  with  a  formidable  invafion.  The  campaign  was  opened 
by  a  bold  and  fuccefsful  enterprife  of  the  prazfed  Heracllus  **.  The 
troops  of  Eg}npt,  Thebais,  and  Libya,  were  embarked  under  his 
command  :  and  the  Arabs,  with  a  train  of  horfes  and  camels,  opened 
the  roads  of  the  defert.  Heraclius  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Tripoli, 
furprifed  and  fubdued  the  cities  of  that  province,  and  prepared,  by  a 
laborious  march,  which  Cato  had  formerly  executed  '\  to  join  the 
Imperial  army  under  the  walls  of  Carthage.  The  intelligence  of  this 
lofs  extorted  from  Genferic,  fome  infidious  and  ineffectual  propofitions 
of  peace  :  but  he  was  ftill  more  ferioufly  alarmed  by  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  Marcellinus  with  the  two  empires.  The  independent  patri- 
cian had  been  perfuaded  to  acknowledge  the  legitimate  title  of  An- 
themius,  whom  he  accompanied  in  his  journey  to  Rome ;  the  Dal- 


"  Itaque  nos  quibus  totius  mundl  regi- 
men commifit  fuperna  provifio  ....  Pius 
ct  triumphator  feniper  Auguftus  filius  nofter 
Anthemius,  licet  Divina  Majeftas  et  noftia 
creatio  pietati  ejus  plcnam  Imperii  commi- 
ferit  poteftatem,  &c.  .  .  .  Such  is  the  dig- 
nified ftyle  of  Leo,  whom  Anthemius  re- 
fpectfully  names,  Dominus  et  Pater  meus 
Princeps  facratiflimus  Leo.  See  Novell.  An- 
them, tit.  ii,  iii.  p.  38.  ad  calcem.  Cod. 
Theod. 

'"*  The  expedition  of  Heraclius  is  clouded 
with  difficulties  (Tillcmont,  Hift.  des  Empe- 
reurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  64c.),  and  ft  requires  fome 
dexterity  to   ufe  the  circumftances  afforded 


by  Theophanes,  without  injury  to  the  more 
refpeftable  evidence  of  Procopius. 

**  The  march  of  Cato  from  Berenice,  in 
the  province  of  Cyrene,  was  much  longer 
than  that  of  Heraclius  from  Tripoli.  He 
pafled  the  deep  fandy  defert  in  thirty  days, 
and  it  was  found  necefTary  to  provide,  be- 
fides  the  ordinary  fupplies,  a  great  number 
of  fkins  filled  with  water,  and  feveral  PJylli, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  poffefs  the  art  of  luck- 
ing the  wounds  which  had  been  made  by  the 
ferpents  of  their  native  country.  See  Plu- 
tarch in  Caton.  LTticens,  torn.  iv.  p.  275. 
Strabon.  Geograph.  L  xvii.  p.  1193. 

matian 
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matlan  fleet  was  received  into  the  harbours  of  Italy  ;  the  adivc  valour 
of  Marcellinus   expelled  the  Vandals  from  the  ifland  of  Sardinia  ; 
and  the  languid  efforts  of  the  Weft  added  fome  weight  to  the  im- 
menfe  preparations  of  the   Eaftern  Romans.     The  expence  of  the 
naval  armament,    which   Leo   fent  againft  the  Vandals,    has  been 
diftinftly  afcertained  ;    and  the  curious  and  inftrudlive  account  dif- 
plays  the  wealth  of  the  declining  empire.     The  royal  demefnes,  or 
private  patrimony  of  the  prince,  fupplied  feventeen  thoufand  pounds 
of  gold  ;  forty-feven  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  and  feven  hundred 
thoufand  of  filver,  were  levied  and  paid  into   the  treafury  by  the 
Prstorian  prsefedts.    But  the  cities  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty ; 
and  the   diligent  calculation  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  as  a  valuable 
objed:  of  the  revenue,  does  not  fuggeft  the  idea  of  a  juft,  or  merciful, 
adminiftration.     The  whole  expence,  by  W'hatfoever  means  it  was 
defrayed,  of  the  African  campaign,    amounted  to  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  about  five  millions  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  at  a  time  when  the  value  of  money 
appears,  from  the  comparative  price  of  corn,  to  have  been  fomewhat 
higher  than  in  the  prefent  age  '*.     The  fleet  that  failed  from  Con- 
ftantinople  to  Carthage,   confifted  of  eleven  hundred  and  thirteen 
fhips,  and  the  number  of  foldiers  and  mariners  exceeded  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.     Bafilifcus,  the  brother  of  the  emprefs  Vorina,  was 
entrufted  with  this   important   command.     His  fifter,   the  wife  of 
Leo,  had  exaggerated  the  merit  of  his  former  exploits  againft  the 
Scythians.     But  the  difcovery  of  his  guilt,   or  incapacity,  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  African  war ;  and  his  friends  could  only  fave  his  mi- 

'*  The  principal   fum    is   clearly  exprert"-  certain,  and  lefs  important.     The  hifloriaa 

ed    by   Procopius    (de  Bell.    Vandal.    1.   i.  Malchus  laments  the  public  mifery  (Excerpt. 

c.    vi.     p.    191-)  j     the     fmaller    cunfiituent  ex   Suida  in   Corp.  Hill.  Byzant.    p.   58.); 

parts,    which    Tillemont    (Hiil:.   des  Empe-  but  he  is  furely  unjuil,  when  he  charges  Leo 

reurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  396.)  has  laborioufly  col-  with  hoarding  the  treafuies  which  he  extorc- 

lefted  from  the  Byzantine  writers,  are  lefs  ed  from  the  people. 

3  litary 
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^Vvv'^M^'    li'^^ry  reputation,  by  afTerting,  that  he  had  confpired  with  Afpar  to 

A.X  A  Vi.  •* 

<_ — . '    fpare  Genferic,  and  to  betray  the  laft  hope  of  the  Weftern  empire. 

Faiiurcofihe       Experience  has  fliewn,  that  the  fuccefs  of  an  invader  moft  com- 

cxpedition. 

inonly  depends  on  the  vigour  and  celerity  of  his  operations.  The 
ftrength  and  Iharpnefs  of  the  firft  imprefTion  are  blunted  by  delay ; 
the  health  and  fpirit  of  the  troops  infenfibly  languifli  in  a  diftant  cli- 
mate ;  the  naval  and  military  force,  a  mighty  effort  which  perhaps 
can  never  be  repeated,  is  filently  confumed  ;  and  every  hour  that  is 
wafted  in  negociation,  accuftoms  the  enemy  to  contemplate  and  ex- 
amine thofe  hoftile  terrors,  which,  on  their  firft  appearance,  he 
deemed  irrefiftible.  The  formidable  navy  of  Bafilifcus  purfued  its 
profperous  navigation  from  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  He  landed  his  troops  at  Cape  Bona,  or  the  promontory  of 
Mercury,  about  forty  miles  from  Carthage  ".  The  army  of  Hera- 
clius,  and  the  fleet  of  Marcellinus,  either  joined  or  feconded  the 
Imperial  lieutenant ;  and  the  Vandals,  who  oppofed  his  progrefs  by 
fea  or  land,  were  fucceffively  vanquifhed  ^\  If  Bafilifcus  had  feized 
the  moment  of  confternation,  and  boldly  adv^anced  to  the  capital, 
Carthage  muft  have  furrendered,  and  the  kingdom  of  the  Vandals 
•^vas  extiogulfhed.  Genferic  beheld  the  danger  with  firmnefs,  and 
eluded  it  with  his  veteran  dexterity.  He  protefted,  in  the  moft  re- 
fpeclful  language,  that  he  was  ready  to  fubmit  his  perfon,  and  his 
dominions,  to  the  will  of  the  emperor ;  but  he  requefted  a  truce  of 
five  days  to  regulate  the  terms  of  his  fubmiffion  ;  and  it  w^as  univer- 
fally  believed,  that  his  fecret  liberality  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of 
this  public  negociation.     Inftead  of  obftinately  refufmg  whatever  in- 

'?  This  promontory  is  forty  miles  from  ^°  Theophanes  (p.  loo.)  affirms  that  ma- 

Carthp.ge  (Procop.  I.  i.  c.  6.  p.   192. )>  ^''^^  nyfliips  of  the  Vandals  were  funk.  The  afler- 

tvventy  leagues  from  Sicily  (Shaw's  Travels,  tionofjornandes  (de  Succeffione  Regn.),  that 

p.  89.).     Scipio  landed  farther  in  the  bay,  Bafilifcus  attacked  Carthage,  muft  be  under- 

at  the  fair  promontory  ;    fee  the   animated  flood  in  a  very  qualified  fenfe. 
defcription  of  Livy,  xxix.  z6,  27. 

dulgence 
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dulgence  his  enemy  fo  earneftly  folicitcd,  the  guilty,  or  the  credu-    CHAP. 

lous,  Balihfcus  confentcd  to  the  fatal  truce  ;    and  his  imprudent  fe-    < v » 

curity  feemed  to  proclaim,  that  he  already  confidercd  himfelf  as  the. 
conqueror  of  Africa.  During  this  fliort  interval,  the  wind  hecamc 
favourable  to  the  defigns  of  Genferic.  He  manned  his  largefl  fliips 
of  w^ar  v^rith  the  braveil  of  the  Moors  and  Vandals  j  and  they  towed 
after  them  many  large  barks,  filled  with  combuftible  materials.  In 
the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  thefe  deftrudive  veflels  were  impelled 
againft  the  unguarded  and  unfufpeding  fleet  of  tlie  Romans,  who. 
were  awakened  by  the  fenfe  of  their  inftant  danger.  Their  clofe. 
and  crowded  order  aflifted  the  progrcfs  of  the  fire,  which  was  com- 
municated with  rapid  and  irrefiftiblc  violence ;  and  the  noife  of  the. 
wind,  the  crackling  of  the  flames,  the  diflbnant  cries  of  the  foldiera 
and  mariners,  who  could,  neither  command,  nor  obey,  increafed  the 
horror  of  the  nodurnal  tumult.  Whilll  they  laboured  to  extricats 
themfelves  from  the  fire-fliips,  and  to  fave  at  leafl:  a  part  of  the  navy,, 
the  gallies  of  Genferic  aflliulted  them  with  temperate  and  difciplined 
valour  ;  and  many  of  the  Remans,  who  cfcaped  the  fury  of  the  flames,, 
were  defl:royed  or  taken  by  the  vidorious  Vandals.  Among  the 
events  of  that  difaftrous  night,^  the  heroic,  or  rather  defperate,^  cou- 
rage of  John,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  Bafilifcus,  has  refcued 
his  name  from  oblivion.  Vv'^hen  the  fhip,  which  he  had  bravely 
defended,  was  almofl:  confumed,^  he  threw  himfelf  in  his  armour  into, 
the  fea,  difdainfully  rejeded  the  efteem  and  pity  of  Genfo,  the  fon 
of  Genferic,  who  prefled  him  to  accept  honourable  quarter,  and  funk 
under  the  waves ;  exclaiming  with  his  lafl:  breath,  that  he  would 
never  fall  alive  into  the  hands  of  thofe  impious  dogs.  Aduated  by 
a  far  different  fpirit,  Bafilifcus,  whofe  fl:ation  was  the  moft  remote- 
from  danger,  difgracefully  fled  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,, 
returned  to  Conftantinople  with  the  lofs  of  more  than  half  of  his: 
fleet  and  army,  and  Iheltered  his  guilty  head  in  the  fanduary  of  St~ 

Sophia,, 
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CHAP.    Sophia,  till  his  fifter,  by  her  tears  and  entreaties,  could  obtain  his 

XXXVI.  r        '  '      ' 

<^..^-»^    pardon  from  the  indignant  emperor.     Heraclius  efFeded  his  retreat 
through  the  defert ;   Marcel  linus  retired  to  Sicily,  where  he  was  af- 
laffinated,  perhaps  at  the  inftigation  of  Ricimer,  by  one  of  his  own 
captains ;  and  the  king  of  the  Vandals  expreffed  his  furprife  and  fa- 
tisfadion,  that  the  Romans  themfelves  fhould  remove  from  the  world 
his  moft  formidable  antagonifts  '°.     After  the  fiilure  of  this  great  ex- 
pedition, Genferic  again  became  the  tyrant  of  the  fea :  the  coafts  of 
Italy,  Greece,   and  Afia,    were  again  expofed   to   his  revenge  and 
avarice ;   Tripoli  and  Sardinia  returned  to  his  obedience ;    he  added 
A.  D.  477.     Sicily  to  the  number  of  his  provinces  ;  and,  before  he  died,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  years  and  of  glory,  he  beheld  the  final  extindtion  of  the 
empire  of  the  Weft '°. 
Conquefts  of       During  his  long  and  adlive  reign,  the  African  monarch  had  ftu- 
in'^Spai'if  °and  dioufly  cultivated  the  friendfliip  of  the  Barbarians  of  Europe,  v/hofe 
A^D  462—  ^I'l'i^s  he  might  employ  in  a  feafonable  and  eifeftual  diverfion  againft 
'^72-  the  two  empires.     After  the  death  of  Attila,  he  renewed  his  alliance 

with  the  Vifigoths  of  Gaul ;  and  the  fons  of  the  elder  Theodoric, 
who  fuccefflvely  reigned  over  that  warlike  nation,  were  eafily  per- 
fuaded,  by  the  fenfe  of  intereft,  to  forget  the  cruel  affront  which 
Genferic  had  inflided  on  their  fifter "'.  The  death  of  the  emperor 
Majorian  delivered  Theodoric  the  fecond  from  the  reftraint  of  fear,  and 
perhaps  of  honour ;  he  violated  his  recent  treaty  with  the  Romans ; 

*'    Damafcius  in  Vit.  Ifidor.  apud  Phot.  p.  497.)   has  made  a  judicious  obfervation  on 

p.  1048.     It  will  appear,  by  comparing  the  the  failure  of  thefe  great  naval  armaments, 
three  fhort  chronicles  of  the  times,  that  Mar-         s'   Jornandes  is  our  bell  guide  through  the 

celUnus  had  fought  near  Carthage,  and  was  reigns  of  Theodoric  II.  and  Euric  (de  Rebus 

killed  in  Sicily.  Geticis,    c.  44,  45,  46,  47.    p.  675,-681.). 

s°  For  the  African  war,  fee  Procoplus  Idatius  ends  too  foon,  and  Ifidore  is  too 
(de  Bell.  Vaudal.  1.  i.  c.  6.  p.  191,  192,  fpariug  of  the  information  which  he  might 
193.),  Theophanes  (p.  99,  100,  101.),  Ce-  have  given  on  the  affairs  of  Spain.  The 
drenus  (p.  349,  350.),  and  Zonaras  (tom.  ii.  events  that  relate  to  Gaul  .".re  laborioufly  il- 
1.  xiv.  p.  50,  51.).  Montefquicu  (Confide-  luftrated  in  the  third  book  of  the  Abbe  Du- 
rations fur  la  Grandeur,  &c.  c.  xx.  tom.  iii.  bos.  Hill.  Critique,    tom.  i.  p.  424—620. 

and 
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and  the  ample  territory  of  Narbonne,  which  he  firmly  united  to  his  ^y!5xvi^' 
dominions,  became  the  immediate  reward  of  his  perfidy.  The  fclfifh 
poUcy  of  Rlcimer  encouraged  him  to  invade  the  provinces  which  were 
in  the  pofl'efTion  of  iEgidius,  his  rival ;  but  the  aftive  count,  by  the 
defence  of  Aries,  and  the  vi£tory  of  Orleans,  faved  Gaul,  and 
checked,  during  his  lifetime,  the  progrefs  of  the  Vifigoths.  Their 
ambition  was  foon  rekindled  ;  and  the  defign  of  extinguifhing  the 
Roman  empire  in  Spain  and  Gaul,  was  conceived,  and  almoft  com- 
pleted, in  the  reign  of  Euric,  who  affaffmated  his  brother  Theodoric, 
and  difplayed,  with  a  more  favage  temper,  fuperior  abilities,  both  in 
peace  and  war.  He  pafled  the  Pyrenees  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army,  fubdued  the  cities  of  Saragofla  and  Pampeluna,  vanquifhed 
in  battle  the  martial  nobles  of  the  Tarragonefe  province,  carried  his 
vidorious  arms  into  the  heart  of  Lufitania,  and  permitted  the  Suevi 
to  hold  the  kingdom  of  Gallicia  under  the  Gothic  monarchy  of 
Spain  "\  The  efforts  of  Euric  were  not  lefs  vigorous,  or  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful,  in  Gaul ;  and  throughout  the  country  that  extends  from 
the  Pyrenees  to  the  Rhone  and  the  Loire,  Berry,  and  Auvergne, 
were  the  only  cities,  or  diocefes,  which  refufed  to  acknowledge  him 
as  their  mafter ''.  In  the  defence  of  Clermont,  their  principal  town, 
the  inhabitants  of  Auvergne  fuftained,  with  inflexible  refolution,  the 
miferies  of  war,  peftilence,  and  famine ;  and  the  Vifigoths,  relin- 
quifliing  the  fruitlefs  fiege,  fufpended  the  hopes  of  that  important 
conqueft.  The  youth  of  the  province  were  animated  by  the  heroic, 
and  almoft  incredible,  valour  of  Ecdicius,  the  fon  of  the  emperor 
Avitus  °*,  who  made  a  defperate  fally  with  only  eighteen  horfemen, 

9*   See  Mariana,    Hill.  Hifpan.    torn.  i.     the  fate  of  his  country.     See  1.  v.  epirt.  I. 
1.  V.  c.  ;.  p.  162.  5-  9.  &c. 

„,    .      ■  r  o     1  •   •     .       -n  r         '■*■    Sidonius,  1.  iii.    epift.   i.    p.   6c  — 68 

'•»  An  imperfect,  but  original,  picture  or  ,,         _,  ,    ..  ^    .    ^     '^  ..   ■' 

.      .  ,,      ^  .   „  ^jreg.  I  uron.  I.  u.  c.  24.  in  torn.  11.  p.  174. 

Gaul,  more  efpec.ally  of  Auvergne,  isfhewn.  j„,„a„des,  c.  45.  p.  675.     Perhaps  Ecdicius 

by  Sidonius;    who,  as  a  fenator,  and  after-  ^^35  ^^ly  the  fon-in-law  of  Avitus,  his  wife's 

wards  as  a  bifhop,  was  deeply  interefted  in  fon  by  another  hulband. 

.  VoL.III.  3  Q^  boldly 
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CHAP,    boldly  attacked  the  Gothic  array,  and,  after  maintaining  a  %nvg 
\_— V— -»    ikirmifh,  retired  lafe  and  vidorious  within  the  walls  of  Clermont. 
His  charity  was  equal  to  his  courage :  in  a  time  of  extreme  fcarcity, 
four  thoufand  poor  were  fed  at  his  expence  j    and  his  private  in- 
fluence levied  an  army  of  Burgundians  for  the  deliverance  of  Au- 
vergne.     From  his  virtues  alone  the  faithful  citizens  of  Gaul  derived 
any  hopes  of  fafety  or  freedom  ;  and  even  fuch  virtues  were  infuffi- 
cient  to  avert  the  impending  ruin  of  their  country,  fince  they  were 
anxious  to  learn  from  his  authority  and  example,  whether  they  fhould 
prefer  the  alternative  of  exile,  or  fervitude ''.     The  public  confidence 
was  loll ;   the  refources  of  the  ftate  were  exhaufted  ;   and  the  Gauls 
had  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  Anthemius,  who  reigned  in 
Italy,  was  incapable  of  protecting  his  diftreffed  fubjeCls  beyond  the 
Alps.     The  feeble  emperor  could  only  procure  for  their  defence  the 
fervice  of  twelve  thoufand  Britilh  auxiliaries.     Riothamus,  one  of 
the  independent  kings,  or  chieftains,  of  the  ifland,  was  perfuaded  to- 
tranlport  his  troops  to  the  continent  of  Gaul :  he  failed  up  the  Loire, 
and  eftabliflied  his  quarters  in  Berry,  where  the  people  complained 
of  thefe  oppreflive  allies,  till  they  were  deftroyed,  or  dilperfed,  by 
the  arms  of  the  Vifigoths  °^ 
Tnal  of  Ar-       One  of  the  laft  adls  of  jurifdidlion,  which  the  Roman  fenate  exer- 
A.  D.  468.     cifed  over  their  fubjedls  of  Gaul,,  was  the  trial  and  condem.nation  of 
Arvandus,.  the  Pi^a^torian  prsefedt.     Sidonius,  who  rejoices  that  he 
lived  under  a  reign  in  which  he  might  pity  and  affift  a  ftate-crimi- 
nal,  has  expreffed,  with  tendernefs  and  freedom,  the  faults  of  his 

s'  Si  nulls  a  republica  vires,  nulla  prsfi-         '"   The  hillory  of  thefe  Britons  may  be 

dia,  fi  nullas,  quantum  rumor  eft,  Anthemii     traced  in  Jornandes  (c.  45.  p.  678.),    Sido- 

principls  opes,  ftatuit,  te  auftore,  nobilitas  feu  "'"=  ('•  "'•  ^P'^^o'-  9-  P-  73.  74-).  and  Gre- 

j.    .  ,        1-            .„       ,c-y         1    ••  gory  of  Tours  (1,  ii.    c.  18.  in   torn.  ii.    p. 

patriam  dimittere  leu  capillos   (bidon.  !•  11.  °      ,      „•  j     •      .    .    ^  ,       ,    ,- 

.  170')'    S^idomus  (wno  Ityles  thefe  mercenary 

epift.  I.  p.  33.).     The  laft  words  (S.rmond  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^    ^^^^^^^    tumultuofos,  vir- 

Not.  p.  25.)  may  hkewife  denote  the  clerical     f^e,  numero,  contubernio,  contumaces)  ad- 

tonfure,  which  was  indeed  the  choice  of  Si-     drefles  their  general  in  a  tone  of  friendlhip 

donius  himfelf.  and  familiarity. 

indifcreet 
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andifcreet  and  unfortunate  friend  ^\     From  the  pa-ils  which  he  had    CHAP. 

XXXVI 

cfcaped,    Arvandus   imbibed  confidence  rather  than  wifdom ;    and    ■■ ,-  Jj 

■  fuch  was  the  various,  though  uniform,  imprudence  of  his  behaviour 
that  his  profperity  mufl:  appear  much  more  furprifing  than  his  down- 
fal.  The  fecond  priEfefture,  which  he  obtained  within  the  term  of 
five  years,  abolifhed  the  merit  and  popularity  of  his  preceding  ad- 
miniftration.  His  eafy  temper  was  corrupted  by  flattery,  and  ex- 
afperated  by  oppofition ;  he  was  forced  to  fatisfy  his  importunate 
creditors  with  the  fpoiJs  of  the  province ;  his  capricious  infolence 
offended  the  nobles  of  Gaul,  and  he  funk  under  the  weight  of  the 
public  hatred.  The  mandate  of  his  difgrace  fummoned  him  to  juftify 
his  condud  before  the  fenate  ;  and  he  pafll-d  the  fea  of  Tufcany  with 
&  favourable  wind,  the  prefage,  as  he  va-inly  imagined,  of  his  future 
fortunes.  A  decent  refpect  was  ftill  obferved  for  the  Prafe&orian 
rank ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  Rome,  Arvandus  was  committed  to  the 
hofpitality,  rather  than  to  the  cuflody,  of  Flavins  Afellus,  the  count 
of  the  facred  largefTes,  who  refided  in  the  Capitol ''.  He  was  eagerly 
pvirfued  by  his  accufers,  the  four  deputies  of  Gaul,  who  were  all 
diftifiguifhed  by  their  birth,  their  dignities,  or  their  eloquence.  In 
the  name  of  a  great  province,  and  according  to  the  forms  of  Roman 
jurifprudence,  they  inftituted  a  civil  and  criminal  adion,  requiring 
fuch  reftitution  as  might  compenfate  the  lofles  of  individuals,  and 
fuch  puniftiment,  as  might  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  the  flate.  Their 
■charges  of  corrupt  oppreflion  were  numerous  and  weighty  ;  but  they 
placed  their  fecret  dependence  on  a  letter,  which  they  had  intercepted, 
and  which  they  could  prove,   by  the  evidence  of  his  fecretary,  to 

5'  See  Sidonius,  1.  i.  epift.  7.  p.  15-20,  ''  When  the  Capitol  ceafed  to  be  a  temple, 

with  Sirmond's  notes.     This  letter  does  ho-  it  was  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the   civil 

nour  to  his  heart,  as  well  as  to  his  under-  magiftrato  ;  and  it  v  ftill  the  reCdcnce  of  the 

Handing.     The  profe  of  Sidonius,    however  Roman   fenator.     The  jewellers,  &c.  might 

vitiated  by  a  faife  and  afFefted  tafte,  is  much  be  allowed  to  expofe  their  precious  wares  in 

fuperior  to  his  infipid  vcrfes.  the  porticoes. 

3  0^2  have 
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CHAP,    have  been  dldated  by  Arvandus  himfelf.     The  author  of  this  letter 
XXXVI.  ^ 

feemed  to  difTuade  the  king  of  the  Goths  from  a  peace  with  the  Gi-cek 

emperor :  he  fuggefted  the  attack  of  the  Britons  on  the  Loire ;  and  ■ 
he  recommended  a  divifion  of  Gaul,  according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
between  the  Vifigoths  and  the  Burgundians ".  Thefe  pernicious 
fchemes,  which  a  friend  could  only  palliate  by  the  reproaches  of 
vanity  and  indifcretion,  were  fufceptible  of  a  treafonable  interpreta- 
tion ;  and  the  deputies  had  artfully  refolved,  not  to  produce  their 
moft  formidable  weapons  till  the  decifive  moment  of  the  contefl:.. 
But  their  intentions  were  difcovered  by  the  zeal  of  Sidonius.  He 
immediately  apprifed  the  unfufpeding  criminal  of  his  danger ;  and 
fmcerely  lamented,  without  any  mixture  of  anger,  the  haughty  pre- 
fumption  of  Arvandus,  who  rejected,  and  even  refented,  the  falutary 
advice  of  his  friends.  Ignorant  of  his  real  fituation,  Arvandus 
fhewed  hirhfelf  in  the  Capitol  in  the  white  robe  of  a  candidate,  ac- 
cepted indilcrimlnate  falutations  and  offers  of  fervice,  examined' 
the  fhops  of  the  raerchants,  the  filks  and  gems,  fometimes  with  the: 
indifference  of  a  fpedator,  and  fometimes  with  the  attention  of  a: 
purchafer  ;  and  complained  of  the  times,  of  the  fenate,  of  the  prince,, 
and  of  the  delays  of  juftice.  His  complaints  were  foon  removed.. 
An  early  day  was  fixed  for  his  trial  ;  and  Arvandus  appeared,  with, 
his  accufers,  before  a  numerous  affembly  of  the  Roman  fenate.  The- 
mournful  garb,  which  they  afFeiTted,  excited  the  compaflion  of  the 
judges,  who  were  fcandalized  bv  the  gay  and  fplendid  drefs  of  their 
adverfary ;  and  when  the  pra:fe£t  Arvandus,  with  the  firft  of  the 
Gallic  deputies,  were  dire^Tted  to  take  their  places  on  the  fenatorial-. 
benches,  the  fame  contraft  of  pride  and  modefly  was  obferved  in 
their  behaviour.  In  this  memorable  judgment,  which  prefented  a 
lively  image  of  the  old  republic,  the  Gauls  expofed,  witli  force  and; 

*'  Haec  ad  regem  Gothorum,  charta  vide-  pugnari.  opportere  demonftrans,  cum  Bur- 
batur  emitti,  pacem  cum  Gracco  Imperatore  gundiontbus  jure  genuum  Gallias  dividi  de- 
dilluadens,  Britannos  fuper  Ligerim  jGtos  im-     here  confirmans. 

8  freedom. 
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freedom,  the  grievances  of  the  province;    and  as  foon  as  the  minds    ^^^  ^  P. 
of  the  audience  were  fufHciently  inflamed,    they  recited  the  fatal    '_.  -^^  i/ 
cpiftle.     The  obftinacy  of  Arvandus  was  founded  on  the  ftrange  fup- 
pofition,  that  a  fubjedl  could  not  be  convided  of  treafon,  unlefs  he 
had  adlually  confpircd  to  afliime  the  purple.     As  the  paper  was  read, 
he  repeatedly,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  acknowledged  it  for  his  ge- 
nuine compofition ;    and  his  aftonifliment  was  equal  to  his  difmay,. 
when  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  fenate  declared  him  guilty  of  a  ca- 
pital offence.     By  their  decree,  he  was  degraded  from  the  rank  of  a- 
prasfe£t  to  the  obfcure  condition  of  a  plebeian,  and  ignominioufly 
dragged  by  fervile  hands  to  the  public  prifon.     After  a  fortnight's- 
adjournment,  the  fenate  was  again  convened  to  pronounce  the  {en~ 
tence  of  his  death  :    but  while  he  expeded,  in  the  ifland  of  ^fcula- 
pius,  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days  allowed  by  an  ancient  law  to 
the  vileft  malefadors  "'°,  his  friends  interpofed,  the  emperor  Anthe- 
mius  relented,  and  the  prxfedt  of  Gaul  obtained  the  milder  punifh- 
ment  of  exile  and  confifcation.     The  faults  of  Arvandus  might  de— 
ferve  compaflion  ;   but  the  impunity  of  Seronatus  accufed  the  juftice 
of  the  republic,  till  he  was  condemned,  and  executed,  on  the  com- 
plaint  of  the  people   of  Auvergne.      That  flagitious  minifler,   the 
Catiline  of  his  age  and  country,  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with' 
the  Vifigoths,  to  betray  the  province  which  he  opprefled :  -  his  in— 
duftry  was  continually  exercifed  in  the  difcovery  of  new  taxes  and 
obfolete  offences ;    and  his  extravagant  vices  would   have  infpired- 
contempt,  if  they  had  not  excited  fear  and  abhorrence  '°\. 

Such  criminals  were  not  beyond  the  reach  of  jufl:ice ;    but,  what-  Dlfcord  of 
ever  might  be  the  guilt  of  Ricimer,  that  powerful  Barbarian  was  able  and'Rid'mer . 


"°    Zenatufconfultum   Tiberianum    (Sirinond  epift.  y.    p.    33.;     1.  v.    epift.  13.    p.  143.; 

Not.  p.  17.);  but  that  law  allowed  only  ten  1.  vii.    epllL   7.    p.  185.      He  execrates   the 

days   iDetween    the   fentence   and  execution:  crimes,    and    applauds    the   puniniment,    of 

the  remaining  twenty  were  added  in  the  reign  Seronatus,  perhaps  with  the  indignation  of  a. 

of  Theodofius.  virtuous  citizen,  perhaps  with  the  refentment: 

*°'  Catilina  feculi  noftri.     Sidonius,  1.  ii,  of  a  perfonal  enemy. 

to 
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c  H  A  P.  r^-o  contend  or  to  negoclate  with  the  prince,  whofe  alliance  he  liad 
'A:ondcfcended  to  accept.  The  peaceful  and  profjferous  reign  which 
Anthemius  had  promifed  to  the  Weft,  was  fooa  clouded  by  misfor- 
tune and  difcord.  Ricimer,  apprehcnfive,  or  impatient,  of  a  fupe- 
rior,  retired  from  Rome,  and  fixed  his  relidence  at  Milan ;  an  ad- 
vantageous fituation,  either  to  invite,  or  to  repel,  the  warlike  tribes 
that  were  feated  between  the  Alps  and  the  Danube  "'\  Italy  was  gra- 
dually divided  into  two  independent  and  hoftile  kingdoms;  and  the 
nobles  of  Liguria,  who  trembled  at  the  near  approach  of  a  civil  war, 
fell  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  patrician,  and  conjured  him  to  fpare 
their  unhappy  country.  "  For  my  own  part,"  replied  Ricimer,  in 
a  tone  of  infolent  moderation,  "  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  embrace  the 
*'  friendfliip  of  the  Galatian  '"^ ;  but  who  will  undertake  to  appeafe 
■*'  his  anger,  or  to  mitigate  the  pride,  which  always  rifes  in  propor- 
*'  tion  to  our  fubmifTion  ?"  They  informed  him,  that  Epiphanius, 
fcifliop  of  Pavia  '"■',  united  the  wifdom  of  the  ferpent  wiih  the  inno- 
cence of  the  dove ;  and  appeared  confident,  that  the  eloquence  of 
fuch  an  ambaffador  muft  prevail  againft  the  ftrongeft  oppofition, 
cither  of  intereft  or  paffion.  Their  recommendation  was  approved  ; 
aiid  Epiphanius,  affuming  the  benevolent  office  of  mediation,  pro- 
ceeded without  delay  to  Rome,  where  he  was  received  with  the  ho- 
nours due  to  his  merit  and  reputation.  The  oration  of  a  bifhop  in 
favour  of  peace,  may  be  eafily  fuppofed :  he  argued,  that,  in  all  poi- 

""   Ricimer,  under  the  reign  of  Aiuhe-  were  fuppofed  to  unite  the  vices  of  a  favage, 

;iiiiiis,  defeated  and   flew  in  battle  Beorgor,  and  a  corrupted,  people. 
i:ingof  the  AlaTii  (Jornandes,  c.  4;.  p.  6-3.).         '"*  Epiphanius  was  thirty  years  bifhop  of 

His  filler  had  married  the  ting  of  the  Bur-  Pavia    (A.   D.   467 — 497;    fee    Tillemont, 

gundians,    and   he   maintaiised    an   intimate  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xvi.  p.  788.).     His  name 

connedlion  with  the  Suevic  colcny  cftablilhed  and   adlior.s   would   have  been   unknown   to 

in  Pannonia  and  Noricum.  pollerity,  if  Ennodius,  one  of  his  fucce/Tors, 

■"^5     Galatam    concitatum.      Sirmond    (in  had  not  written  his  life   (Sirmond,   Opera, 

his  notes  to.Ennodius)  applies  this  appella-  tom.  i.   1647  — 1692.);    in   which  he  repre- 

tion  to   Anthemius  himfelf.     The   emperor  fents  hira  as  one  of  the  greatell  charafters  of 

was  probably  born  in  the  province  of  Gala-  the  age. 
-tia,  whofe  inhabitants,  the  Gallo-.Grecians, 
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fiBle  circumftances,   the  forcrivencfs  of  injuries  mun:  be  an   atft  of    ^  ^^  ^  P. 
.    .                                                                                   xxxvi. 
mercy,  or  magnanimity,  or  prudence  ;  and  he  ferioufly  admouilhed    > . ' 

the  emperor  to  avoid  a  conteft  with  a  fierce  Barbarian,  which  might 

be.  fatal  to  himfelf,  and  muft  be  ruinous  to  his  dominions.     Antlie- 

mius  acknowledged  the  truth  of  his  maxims  ;    but  he  deeply  felt, 

with  grief  and  indignation,  the  behaviour  of  Ricimer  ;  and  his  paf- 

fion  gave  eloquence  and  energy  to  his  difcourfe.     "  What  favours," 

he  warmly  exclaimed,  "  have  we  refufed  to  this  ungrateful  man  ^ 

*'  What  provocations  have  we  not  endured  ?    Regardlefs  of  the  ma- 

*'  jefly  of  the  purple,  I  gave  my  daughter  to  a  Goth  ;    I  facriliced 

**  my  own  blood  to  the  fafety  of  tlie  republic.     The  liberality  Avhich 

*'  ought  to  have  fecured  the  eternal  attachment  of  Ricimer,  has  ex- 

"  alperated   him   againft   his   benefactor.      What  wars   has  he  not 

**  excited  againft  the  empire  ?    How  often  has  he  inftigated  and  af- 

"  fifted  the  fury  of  hoftlle  nations  ?  Shall  I  now  accept  his  perfidious. 

"  friendlhip?    Can  I  hope  that  be  will  refpe£t  the  engagements  of  a 

*'  treaty,  who  has  already  violated  the  duties  of  a  fon  ?"     But  the 

anger  of  Anthemius  evaporated  in  thefe  pafTionate  exclamations ;  he 

irifenfibly  yielded  to  the  propofals  of  Epiphanius  ;    and  the  bifhop 

returned  to  his  diocefe  with  the  fatisfadtion  of  reftoring-  the  peace  of 

Italy,  by  a  reconciliation  '°\  of  which  the  fmcerity  and  continuance 

might  be  reafonably  fufpeCted.     The  clemency  of  the  emperor  was 

extorted  from  his  weaknefs  ;    and  Ricimer  fufpended  his  ambitious 

defigns,   till  he  had  fecretly  prepared  the  engines,  with  which  he 

lefolved  to  fubvert  the  throne  of  Anthemius.     The  mafk  of  peace 

and  moderation  was  then  thrown  afide.     The  army  of  Ricimer  was 

fortified  by  a  numeix)us  reinforcement  of  Burgundians  and  Oriental , 

Suevi :  he  difclaimed  all  allegiance  to  the  Greek  emperor,  marched ' 

"*'    Ennodius    (p.    1659 — 1664.)   has  re-     pear,  illuftrates  fome  curious  paiTages  in  the 
lated  this  embafly  of  Epiphanius  ;    and  his     fall  of  the  Weftern  empire. 
aarrative,  verbofe  and  turgid  as  it  mud  ap- 

1-  irom: . 


4S8 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


Olybrius 
«mpcror  of 
the  Well, 
A.  D.  472, 
March  23. 


CHAP,    from  Milan  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  fixinc;  his  camp  on  the  banks 
XXXVI.  ^  '  ^  .  .    , 

» '   of  the  Anio,  impatiently  expeded  the  arrival  of  Olybrius,  his  Im-- 

perial  candidate. 

The  fenator  Olybrius,  of  the  Anician  family,  might  efleem  him- 
felf  the  lawful  heir  of  the  Weftern  empire.  He  had  married  Pla- 
cidia,  the  younger  daughter  of  Valentinian,  after  flie  was  reftorcd 
by  Genferic  ;  who  ftill  detained  her  fifter  Eudoxia,  as  the  wife,  or 
rather  as  the  captive,  of  his  fon.  The  king  of  the  Vandals  fup- 
ported,  by  threats  and  felicitations,  the  fair  pretenfions  of  his  Roman 
ally ;  and  affigned,  as  one  of  the  motives  of  the  war,  the  refufal  of 
the  fenate  and  people  to  acknowledge  their  lawful  prince,  and  the 
unworthy  preference  which  they  had  given  to  a  ftranger '°'.  The 
friendfhip  of  the  public  enemy  might  render  Olybrius  ftill  more  un- 
popular to  the  Italians  ;  but  when  Ricimer  meditated  the  ruin  of  the 
<imperor  Anthemius,  he  tempted  with  the  offer  of  a  diadem  the  can- 
didate who  could  juftify  his  rebellion  by  an  illuftrious  name,  and  a 
royal  alliance.  The  hufband  of  Placidia,  who,  like  moft  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  had  been  invefted  with  the  confular  dignity,  might  have 
continued  to  enjoy  a  fecure  and  fplendid  fortune  in  the  peaceful  re- 
fidence  of  Conftantinople ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  been  tor- 
mented by  fuch  a  genius,  as  cannot  be  amufed  or  occupied,  unlefs 
by  the  adminiftration  of  an  empire.  Yet  Olybrius  yielded  to  the 
importunities  of  his  friends,  perhaps  of  his  wife  ;  rafhly  plunged 
into  the  dang'ers  and  calamities  of  a  civil  war ;  and,  with  the  fecret 
connivance  .of  the  emperor  Leo,  accepted  the  Italian  purple,  which 
was  beftowed,  and  refumed,  at  the  capricious  will  of  a  Barbarian. 
He  landed  without  obftacle  (for  Genferic  was  mafter  of  the  fea) 
either  at  Ravenna  or  the  port  of  Oftia,  and  immediately  proceeded 


i6«  pj-'ifcus  Excerpt.  Legation,  p.  74.  the  death  of  Majorian.  Perhaps  the  confiil- 
Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  6.  p.  191.  fhip  of  Olybrius  (A.  D.  464.)  was  bellowed 
£udoxia  and  her  daughter  were  reftorcd  after    as  a  nuptial  prefent. 

to 
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to  the  camp  of  Ricimer,  where  he  was  received  as  the  fovereign  of    C  H  A  P. 

the  Weftern  world  '  '.  v — , 1 

The  patrician,  who  had  extended  his  pofts  from  the  Anio  to  the   Sack  of 
Milvian  bridge,  ah-cady  pofTefTed  two  quarters  of  Rome,  the  Vati-  de°X'of " 
can  and  the  Janiculum,  which  are  feparated  by  the  Tyber  from  the   a"d*'T7"^* 
reft  of  the  city '°' ;    and  it  may  be  conjedlured,  that  an  aifcmbly  of    J^'x  »'• 
feceding  fenators  imitated,  in  the  choice  of  Olybrius,  the  forms  of  a 
legal  eledion.     But  the  body  of  the  fenate  and  people  firmly  adhered 
to  the  caufe  of  Anthemius ;  and  the  more  effedlual  fupport  of  a  Gothic 
army  enabled  him  to  prolong  his  reign,  and  the  public  diftrefs,  by 
a  refiftance  of  three  months,  which  produced  the  concomitant  evils 
of  famine  and  peftilence.     At  length,  Ricimer  made  a  furious  aflault 
on  the  bridge  of  Hadrian,  or  St.  Angelo  ;   and  the  narrow  pafs  was 
defended  with  equal  valour  by  the  Goths,  till  the  death  of  Gilimer 
their  leader.     The  victorious  troops  breaking  down  every  barrier, 
ruflied  with  irrefiftible  violence  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  Rome 
(if  we  may  ufe  the  language  of  a  contemporary  Pope)  was  fubverted 
by  the  civil  fury  of  Anthemius  and  Ricimer  '°".     The  unfortunate 
Anthemius  vv^as  dragged  from  his  concealment,  and  inhumanly  maf- 
facred  by  the  command  of  his  fon-in-law;  who  thus  added  a  third, 

'"'  The  hoftile  appearance  of  Olybrius  is  regions,  or  pariflies,  of  Rome,  depended  an 
fixed  (notwithftanding  the  opinion  of  Pagi)  the  church  of  St.  Peter.  See  Nardini  Roma 
by  the  duration  of  his  reign.  The  fecret  Antica,  p.  67.  It  would  require  a  tedious 
connivance  of  Leo  is  acknowledged  by  Theo-  difi'ertation  to  mark  the  circumftances,  in 
phanes,  and  the  Pafchal  Chronicle.  We  are  which  I  am  declined  to  depart  from  the  to- 
ignorant  of  his  motives  ;  but,  in  this  obfcure  pography  of  that  learned  Roman, 
period,  our  ignorance  extends  to  the  moll  '"'  Nuper  Anthemii  et  Ricimeris  civili 
public  and  important  faJls.  furore  fubverfa  eft.     Gelafius  in  Epift.   ad 

'°'  Of  the  fourteen  regions,  or  quarters,  Andromach.  apud  Baron.  A,  D.  496.  N°42. 

into  which  Rome  was  dlviJed  by  Auguftus,  Sigonius   (torn.  i.   1.  xiv.  de  Occidental!  Im- 

only  »w,  the  Janiculum,  lay  on  the  Tufcan  perio,  p.  542,  543.)   and  Muratori  (Annall 

fide  of  the  Tyber.     But,  in  the  fifth  century,  d'ltalia,  torn.  iv.  p.  308,  309. ).  with  the  aid 

the  Vatican  fuburb   formed  a   confider.ible  of  a  lefs  imperfeft  MS.  of  the  Hiftoria  Mif- 

city ;    and  in  the  ecclcfiaflical  dillribution,  cella,  have  illuftrated  this  dark  and  bloody 

which  had  been  recently  made  by  Simpli-  tranfadion. 
cius,    the   reigning  pope,    tivo  of  the  /ez'en 

■yoL.  III.  3  R  or 
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CHAP,    or  perhaps  a  fourth,  emperor  to  the  number  of  his  vid'ims.     The 
«- — „- — J    foldiers,  who  united  the  rage  of  fad:ious  citizens  with  the  favage 
manners  of  Barbarians,  were  indulged,  without  controul,  in  the  li- 
cence of  rapine  and  murder :  the  crowd  of  flaves  and  plebeians,  who 
were  unconcerned  in  the  event,  could  only  gain  by  the  indifcriminate 
pillage ;    and  the  face  of  the  city  exhibited  the  ftrange  contraft  of 
Death  of        ftern  cruelty,  and  diffblute  intemperance  "°.     Forty  days  after  this 
Auguirzo,      calamitous  event,  the  fubjedl,  not  of  glory,  but  of  guilt,  Italy  was 
delivered,  by  a  painful  difeafe,  from  the  tyrant  Ricimer,  who  be- 
queathed the  command  of  his  army  to  his  nephew  Gundobald,  one 
of  the  princes  of  the  Burgundians.     In  the  fame  year,  all  the  prin- 
cipal adlors  in  this  great  revolution,  were  removed  from  the  ftage  ; 
andofOIy-     2.nd  the  whole  reign  of  Olybrius,  whofe  death  docs  not  betray  any 
Od^ber  2       fymptoms  of  violence,  is  Included  within  the  term  of  feven  months. 
He  left  one  daughter,  the  offspring  of  his  marriage  with  Placidia  ; 
and  the  family  of  the  great  Theodofms,  tranfplanted  from  Spain  to 
Conftantinople,  was  propagated  in  the  female  line  as  far  as  the  eighth 
generation '". 
Julius  Nepos        Whilft  the  vacant  throne  of  Italy  was  abandoned  to  lawlefs  Bar- 
and  Glyce-     ijanans  "\  the  eledlion  of  a  new  colleaeue  was  ferloufly  agitated  in 

nus  emperors  '  o  y       o 

of  the  Weft,     ^^^  councll  of  Leo.     The  emprefs  Verina,  fludious  to  promote  the 

475-  greatnefs  of  her  own  family,  had  married  one  of  her  nieces  to  Julius 

Nepos,  who   fucceeded  his  uncle  Marcellinus  in  the  fovereignty  of 

"°  Such  had  been  the,  fiva  ac  deformis  the  eighth  defcendant  of  the  elder  Theodo- 

nrbe  tola  facies,    when  Rome  was  afiaulted  fius. 

and  ftormed  by  the  troops  of  Vefpafian  (fee         '"   The  laft  revolutions  of  the  Weftern 

Tacit.  Hift.  iii.  82,  83.)  ;  and  every  caufe  of  empire  are   faintly  marked  in   Theophanes- 

mifchief  had  fince  acquired  much  additional  (p.  102.),    Jornandes    (c.  45.  p.  679.),    the 

energy.     The  revolution  of  ages  may  bring  Chronicle  of  Marceilinus,  and  the  Fragments 

round  the  fame  calamities ;  but  ages  may  re-  of  an  anonymous  writer,  publilhed  by  Vale- 

volve,  without  producing  a  Tacitus  to  defcribe  fms  at  the  end  of  Ammianus  (p.  716,  717.). 

ihem.  If  Photius  had  not  been  fo  wretchedly  con- 

^"  SeeDucange,  FamilisByzantin.  p.  74,  cife,    we    fiiould   derive    much    information 

75.     Arecbindus,  who  appears  to  have  mar-  fiom  the  contemporary  hiftories  of  Malchus 

ried  the  niece  of  the  emperor  Juftinian,  was  and  Candidas,  See  his  Extrafts,  p.  172  — 179,, 

3  Dalraatia, 
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Dalmatla,  a  more  folid  poflelTion  than  the  title  which  he  was  per-  CHAP, 
fuaded  to  accept,  of  Emperor  of  the  Weft.  But  the  meafurcs  of 
the  Byzantine  court  were  fo  languid  and  irrefolute,  that  many- 
months  elapfed  after  the  death  of  Anthemius,  and  even  of  Olybrius, 
before  their  deftined  fuccefl'or  could  fhew  himfelf,  with  a  refpedable 
force,  to  his  Italian  fuhjed:s.  During  that  interval,  Glycerius,  an 
obfcure  foldier,  was  invefted  with  the  purple  by  his  patron  Gundo- 
bald  ;  but  the  Burgundian  prince  was  unable,  or  unwilling,  to  fup- 
port  his  nomination  by  a  civil  war  :  the  purfuits  of  domeftic  ambi- 
tion recalled  him  beyond  the  Alps'",  and  his  client  was  permitted 
to  exchange  the  Roman  fceptre  for  the  bifliopric  of  Salona.  After 
extinguifhing  fuch  a  competitor,  the  emperor  Nepos  was  acknow- 
vledged  by  the  fenate,  by  the  Italians,  and  by  the  provincials  of 
Gaul;  his  moral  virtues,  and  mihtary  talents,  were  loudly  celebrated; 
and  thofe  who  derived  any  private  benefit  from  his  government, 
announced,  in  prophetic  ftrains,  the  reftoration  of  the  public  feli- 
city "*.  Their  hopes  (if  fuch  hopes  had  been  entertained)  were 
confounded  within  the  term  of  a  fmgle  year  ;  and  the  treaty  of 
peace,  which  ceded  Auvergne  to  the  Vifigoths,  is  the  only  event  of 
his  fhort  and  inglorious  reign.  The  moft  faithful  fubjedls  of  Gaul 
were  facrificed,  by  the  Italian  emperor,  to  the  hope  of  domeftic 
fecurity '"  ;  but  his  repofe  was  foon  invaded  by  a  furious  fedition  of 
the  Barbarian  confederates,  who,  under  the  command  of  Oreftes, 
their  general,  were  in  full  march  from  Rome  to  Ravenna.     Nepos 

"3  See  Greg.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  28.  in  torn,  mired,   dece/Toris    Anthemei  /idem  abfolvit. 

ii.   p.    175.   Dubos,  Hlft.    Critique,    torn.  i.  See  1.  viii.   ep.  7.   p.  224.. 

p.  613.   By  the  murder,  or  death,  of  his  two  "'  Epiphanius  was  fent  amb.iflador  from 

brothers,   Gundobald  acquired  the  fole  pof-  Nepos  to  the  Vifigoths,   for  the  purpofe  of 

feflion  of  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  whofe  afcertaining  the  fines  Imperii  Italici  (Enno- 

ruin  was  hallened  by  their  difcord.  dius  in  Sirmond,  torn.  i.   p.    1665  — 1669.). 

"*    Julius   Nepos    armis   pariter  fummus  His  pathetic  difcourfe  concealed  the  difgrace- 

Auguftus  ac  moribus.     Sidonius,  I.  v.  ep.  16.  ful   fecret,  which  foon  excited   the  juil  and 

p.   146.     Nepos  had  given   to  Ecdicius  the  bitter    complaints    of   the    bifhop   of    Clcr- 

title  of  Patrician,  which  Anthemius  had  pro-  mont. 

3  R  2  trembled 
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trembled  at  their  approach;  and,  inftcad  of  placing  a  jufl:  confidence 
in  the  ftrength  of  Ravenna,  he  haftily  efcaped  to  his  fhips,  and 
retired  to  his  Dalmatian  principality,  on  the  oppofitc  coaft  of  the 
Hadriatic.  By  this  fhameful  alxlication,  he  protraded  his  life  about 
five  years,  in  a  very  ambiguous  ftate,  between  an  emperor  and  an 
exile,  till  he  was  aflaflinated  at  Salona  by  the  ungrateful  Glycerins, 
who  was  tranflated,  perhaps  as  the  reward  of  his  crime,  to  the  arch- 
bifhopric  of  Milan  "*. 
The  patrician  The  nations,  who  had  aflerted  their  independence  after  the  death 
of  Attila,  were  eftabliflied,  by  the  right  of  poffeflion  or  conqueft^ 
in  the  boundlefs  countries  to  the  north  of  the  Danube  ;  or  in  the 
Roman  provinces  between  the  river  and  the  Alps.  But  the  braveft 
of  their  youth  cnlifled  in  the  army  of  confederates^  who  formed  the 
defence  and  the  terror  of  Italy  '";  and  in  this  promifcuous  multitude,, 
the  names  of  the  Heruli,  the  Scyrri,  the  Alani,  the  Turcilingi,  arid 
the  Rugians,  appear  to  have  predominated.  The  example  of  thefe 
warriors  was  imitated  by  Oreftes  "\  the  fon  of  Tatullas,  and  the 
father  of  the  laft  Roman  emperor  of  the  Weft.  Oreftes,  who  has 
been  already  mentioned  in  this  hiftory,  had  never  deferted  his  coun- 
try. His  birth  and  fortunes  rendered  him  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
fubjefts  of  Pannonia.  When  that  province  was  ceded  to  the  Huns, 
he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Attila,  his  lawful  fovereign,  obtained 
the  office  of  his  fecretary,  and  was  repeatedly  fent  ambaffador  to. 
Conftantinople,  to  reprefent  the  perfon,  and  fignify  the  command's^ 

"*  Makhu?,  apud  Phot.  p.  172.     Ennod.  light  of  ayfrtzwg'tr,  and  a  ,f/»^,  who  invaded 

Epigram.  Ixxxii.in  Sirmond  Open  torn.  i.  p.  Italy  with  an  army  of  foreigners,  his  native 

1879.     Some  doubt  may  however   be  raifed  fubjedls. 

en  the  identity  of  the  emperor  and  the  arch-  ""  Oreftes,  qui  eo  tempore  quando  Attila 

bithop.  ad  Italiam  venit,  feiili  junxit,  ef  ejus  notari'us 

'"  Our  knowledge  of  thefe  mercenaries,  faflus  fuerat.     Anonym.  Valef.  p.  716.     He 

who  fubverted  the  Weftern  empire,  is  derived  is  miftaken  in  the  date ;  but  we  may  credit 

from  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Gothico,  I.  i.  c.  i.  his  aflertion,  that  the  fecretary  of  Attila  was 

p.  308.).     The  popular  opinion,  and  the  re-  the  father  of  Auguftulus. 
ecnt  hiftorians,  reprefent  Odoacerin  the  falfe 
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of  the   imperious  monarch.     The  dcatli  of  that  conqncror  reftored    ^  }^  ,^,^' 

him  to  his  freedom  ;  and  Oreftes  might  honourably  rcfufc  cither  to    * » ' 

follow  the  fons  of  Attila   into  the  Scythian   defert,  or   to   obey  the 
Oftrogoths,  who  had  ufurped  the  dominion  of  Pannonia.     He  pre- 
ferred the  fervice  of  the  Italian  princes,  the  fucceffors  of  Valentinian  ; 
and,  as  he  polTefled  the  quaUfications  of  courage,  induftry,  and  expe- 
rience, he  advanced  with  rapid  fteps  in  the  military  profefTion,  tilj 
he  was  elevated,  by  the  favour  of  Nepos  himfelf,  to  the  dignities  of 
patrician,  and  mafter-general  of  the  troops.      Thefe  troops  had  been 
long  accuftomed  to  reverence  the  charadler  and  authority  of  Olxflef., 
who  afteded  their  manners,  converfed  with  them  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, and  was  intimately  conneded  with  their  national  chieftains, . 
by  long  habits  of  familiarity  and  friendfliip.     At  his  folicitation  they 
rofe  in   arms  againll  the   obfcure   Greek,  who  prefumed  to   claim 
their  obedience;  and  when  Oreftes,  from  fome  fecret  motive,  de- • 
clined  the  purple,  they  confented,  with  the  fame  facility,  to  acknow-  ■ 
ledge   his  fon  Auguftulus,   as  the  emperor  of  the  Weft;     By  the  His  fon  Au- 
abdication   of  Nepos,  Oreftes  had  now  attained  the  fummit  of  his  fa"if Emperor 
ambitious  hopes ;  but  he  foon  difcovered,  before  the  end  of  the  firft  ^^  ^-^^  ^^  ^'^» 
year,  that  the  leflbns  of  perjury  and  ingratitude,  which  a  rebel  muft 
inculcate,  will  be  retortetl  againft  Iiimfelf;  and  that  the  precarious  . 
fovereign  of  Italy  was  only  permitted  to  chufe,  whether  he  would 
be  the  flave,  or   the  vidim,  of  his  Barbarian  mercenaries.     The 
dangerous  alliance  of  thefe  ftrangers,  had  oppreffed  and  infulted  the 
laft  remains  of  Roman  freedom  and  dignify.     At  each .  revolution, 
their  pay  and  privileges  were  augmented ;  but  their  infolence  in- 
creafed  in  a  ftill  more  extravagant  degree ;  they  envied  the  fortune 
of  their  brethren  in  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Africa,  whofe  vidlorious  arms 
had  acquired  an  independent  and  perpetual  inheritance  ;   and  they 
infifted  on  their  peremptory  demand,  that  a  fbi?-d  part  of  the  lands 
of  Italy,  fliould  be  immediately  divided  among  them.     Oreftes,  with 

a  fpiritj 
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CHAP,    a  fpirlt  which,  in  another  fituation,  misrht  be  entitled  to  our  efteem, 

XXXVI.  '  '  r  ,  1   •        1  L 

*— V '    chofe  rather  to  encounter  the  rage  of  an  armed  multitude,   than  to 

fubfcribe  the  ruin  of  an  innocent  people.  He  rejedled  the  audacious 
demand  ;  and  his  refufal  was  favourable  to  the  ambition  of  Odoacer ; 
a  bold  Barbarian,  who  aflured  his  fellow-foldiers,  that,  if  they  dared 
to  aflbciate  under  his  command,  they  might  fcon  extort  the  juftice 
which  had  been  denied  to  their  dutiful  petitions.  From  all  the 
camps  and  garrifons  of  Italy,  the  confederates,  adluated  by  the  fame 
refentment  and  the  fame  hopes,  impatiently  flocked  to  the  ftandard 
■of  this  popular  leader  ;  and  the  unfortunate  patrician,  overwhelmed 
by  the  torrent,  haftily  retreated  to  the  ftrong  city  of  Pavia,  the  epif- 
copal  feat  of  the  holy  Epiphanites.  Pavia  Vv^as  immediately  be- 
fieged,  the  fortifications  were  ftormed,  the  town  was  pillaged  ;  and 
although  the  bifhop  might  labour,  with  much  zeal  and  fome  fuc- 
cefs,  to  fave  the  property  of  the  church,  and  the  chaftity  of  female 
captives,  the  tumult  could  only  be  appeafed  by  the  execution  of 
Oreftes"'.  His  brother  Paul  was  flain  in  an  aftion  near  Ravenna  ; 
and  the  helplefs  Auguft-ulus,  who  could  no  longer  command  the  re- 
fpeiSt,  was  reduced  to  implore  the  clemency,  of  Odoacer. 

Odoacer  That  fuccefsful  Barbarian  was  the  fon  of  Edecon ;  who,  in  fome 

-■king  of  Italy,  _  _  .1         . 

A.  D.  476—  remarkable  tranfaftions,  particularly  defcribed  in  a  preceding  chapter, 
'^    '  ])ad  been  the  colleague  of  Oreftes  himfelf.     The  honour  of  an  am- 

balTador  fhould  be  exempt  from  fufpicion;  and  Edecon  had  liftened 
to  a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  his  fovereign.  But  this>^pparent 
guilt  was  expiated  by  his  merit  or  repentance :  his  rank  was  eminent 
and  confpicuous  ;  he  enjoyed  the  favour  of  Attila  ;  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  who  guarded,  in  their  turn,  the  royal  village, 
confifted  of  a  tribe  of  Scyrri,  his  immediate  and  hereditary  fubjeds. 

"'  See  Ennoclius  (in  Vit.  Epiphan.  Sir-  may  doubt  whether  the  devil  aftually  coji- 
mond,  torn.  i.  p.i6'^9,!670.).  Headd?  weight  trived  the  fiege  of  Pavia,  to  diilrefs  the  biihop 
io  the  narrative   of  Procopius,    though   vve     and  his  flock. 

In 
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In  the  revolt  of  the  nations,  they  ftill  adhered  to  the  Huns ;  and,    CHAP. 

XXX  V  1» 

more  than  twelve  years  afterwards,  the  name  of  Edecon  is  honourably  ^- — >r-—J 
mentioned,  in  their  unequal  conteft  with  the  Oftrogoths  ;  which 
was  terminated,  after  two  bloody  battles,  by  the  defeat  and  difper- 
fion  of  the  Scyrri '".  Their  gallant  leader,  who  did  not  furvivc 
tlUs  national  calamity,  left  two  fons,  Onulf  and  Odoacer,  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  adverfity,  and  to  maintain  as  they  might,  by  rapine  or 
fervice,.  the  faithful  followers  oftheir  exile.  Onulf  direded  his  fteps 
towards  Conftantinoplc,  where  he  fullied,  by  the  aflaffmation  of  a 
generous  benefadlor,  the  fame  which  he  had  acquired  in  arms.  His 
brother  Odoacer  led  a  \vandering  life  among  the  Barbarians  of  No- 
ricum,  with  a  mind  and  a  fortune  fuited  to  the  moll  defperate  ad- 
ventures ;  and  when  he  had  fixed  his  choice,  he  pioufly  vifited  the 
cell  of  Severinus,  the  popular  faint  of  the  country,  to  folicit  his 
approbation  and  bleiling.  The  lownefs  of  the  door  would  not  ad- 
mit the  lofty  flature  of  Odoacer  :  he  was  obliged  to  ftoop  ;  but  in 
that  humble  attitude  the  faint  could  difcern  the  fymptoms  of  his 
future  greatnefs ;  and  addrefling  him  in  a  prophetic  tone,  "  Purfue" 
(faid  he)  "  your  defign  ;  proceed  to  Italy ;  you  will  foon  caft  away 
"  this  coarfe  garment  of  fkins;  and  your  wealth  will  be  adequate 
"  to  the  liberality  of  your  mind'"."  The  Barbarian,  whofe  daring 
fpirit  accepted  and  ratified  the  prediftion,  was  admitted  into  the  fervice 
of  the  Weflern  empire,  and  foon  obtained  an  honourable  rank  in  the 
guards.     His  manners  were  gradually  polifhed,  his  military  (kill  was 

'"  Jornandes,  c.    53,    54.    p.  692  —  695.  pellibus  coopertis  :  fed  muhis  cito  plurima 

M.  de  Buat   (Hift.  des  Peuples  de  I'Europe,  largiturus.     Anonym.   Valef.    p.   717.     He 

torn.  viii.  p.  221  — 228.)  hasclearly  explained  quotes  the  life  of   St.    Severinus,    which  is 

the  origin  and  adventures  of  Odoacer.     lam  extant,    and    contains    much   un!<no\vn   and 

almoft  inclined  to  believe,   that  he  vi^as   the  valuable    hiftory  ;    it  was  compofed    by  his  ^ 

fame  who  pillaged  Angers,  and  commanded  difciple  Eugippius  (A.  D,  51 1.),  thirty  years 

a  fleet  of  Saxon  pirates  on  the  ocean.     Greg,  after  his  death.     See  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ec- 

Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  18.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  170.  clef.   torn.  xvi.  p.  i63 — 181. 

"'  Vade  ad  Italiam,  vade  vilifEmis  niinc 

improved  J 
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c  II  A  p.  ;iinprovecl,  and  the  confederates  of  Italy  would  not  have  ele£led  him 

JJ^ i,  ;for  : their  general,  unlefs  the  exploits  of  Odoacer  had  eftabllflied  a 

^high  opinion  of  his  courage  and  capacity  '".     Their  military  accla- 
mations faluted  him  with  the  title  of  king :  but  he  abftained,  during 
his  whole  reign,  from  the  ufe  of  the  purple  and  diadem '",  left  he 
fliould  offend  thofe  princes,  whofe  fubjedls,  by  their  accidental  mix- 
ture, had  formed  the  vidorious  army,  which  time  and  policy  might 
infenfibly  unite  into  a  great  nation. 
Extinaion  of       Royalty  was  familiar  to  the  Barbarians,  and  the  fubmifllve  people 
emp^'e!^^'^'*     of  Italy  was   prepared   to  obey,   without  a  murmur,  the  authority 
A.  D.  476, or  ^]^jj,j^  ]^g  fhould  condefcend  to  exercife  as  the  vicegerent  of  the 

A.  D.  479.  <-■ 

emperor  of  the  Weft.     But  Odoacer  had  refolved  to  abolifh  that 
ufelefs  and  expenfive  ofEce  ;  and  fuch  is  the  weight  of  antique  pre- 
judice, that  it  required  fome  boldnefs  and  penetration  to  difcover 
the  extreme  facility  of  the  enterprife.     The  unfortunate  Auguftulus 
was  made  the  inftrument  of  his  own  difgrace  :  he  fignified  his  re- 
fignation  to  the  fenate  ;  and  that  aflembly,   in  their  laft  ait  of  obe- 
dience to  a  Roman  prince,  ftill  affe£ted  the  fpirit  of  freedom,   and 
the  forms  of  the  conftitution.     An  epiftle  was  addreffed,  by  their 
unanimous  decree,  to  the  emperor  Zeno,  the  fon-in-law  and  foc- 
cefTor  of  Leo  ;  who  had  lately  been  reftored,  after  a  fhort  rebellion, 
to  the  Byzantine  throne.     They  folemnly  "  difclaim  the  neceflity, 
"  or  even  the  wilh,  of  continuing  any  longer  the  Imperial  fuc- 
"  ceffion  in  Italy  ;  fince,  in   their  opinion,  the  majefty  of  a  fole 
"  monarch  is  fufficient  to  pervade  and  protect,  at  the  fame  time, 
*'  both  the  Eaft  and  the  "Weft.    In  their  own  name,  and  in  the  name 

»**  Theophanes,  who  calls  him  a  Goth,         "'   Nomen  regis  Odoacer  alTumpfit,  cum 

aSirms,  that  he  was  educated,  nurfed  (r^afe  -  tamen  neque   purpura  nee  rcgalibiis  uteretur 

■to  ),  in  Italy  (p.  joz.),  and  as  this  ftrong  ex-  infignibus.     Cafliodor.  in  Chron.  A.  D.  476. 

piefiion  will  not  bear  a  literal  interpretation.  He  feems  to  have  alTumed  the  abflr?.£l  title  of 

it  mull  be  explained  by  long  iervdce  in  the  a  king,  without  applying  it  to  any  particular 

Imperial  guardi,  nation  or  country. 
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"  of  the  people,  they  confent  that  the  feat  of  univerfal  empire  fhall  ^^^F' 
*'  be  transferred  from  Rome  to  Couflantinople  ;  and  they  bafely  \^  -v-n..^ 
"  renounce  the  right  of  chu fin g  their  mafter,  the  only  veftige  that 
**  yet  remained  of  the  authority  which  had  given  laws  to  the  world. 
*'  The  republic  (they  repeat  that  name  without  a  blufh)  might 
*'  fafely  confide  in  the  civil  and  military  virtues  of  Odoacer  ;  and 
"  they  humbly  requeft,  that  the  emperor  would  inveft  him  with  the 
"*'  title  of  Patrician,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  dloccfe  of  Italy." 
The  deputies  of  the  fenate  were  received  at  Conftantinople  with 
fome  marks  of  difpleafure  and  indignation  ;  and  when  they  were 
admitted  to  the  audience  of  Zeno,  he  fternly  reproached  them  with 
'their  treatment  of  the  two  emperors,  Anthemius  and  Nepos,  whom 
the  Eaft  had  fucceffively  granted  to  the  prayers  of  Italy.  "  The  firfl" 
(continued  he)  "you  have  murdered  ;  the  fecond  you  have  expelled  : 
'*'  but  the  fecond  is  ftill  alive,  and  whilft  he  lives  he  is  your  lawful 
*'  fovereign."  But  the  prudent  Zeno  foon  deferted  the  hopelefs 
caiife  of  his  abdicated  colleague.  His  vanity  was  gratified  by  the 
title  of  fole  empefor,  and  by  the  ftatues  eredled  to  his  honour  in 
the  feveral  quarters  of  Rome  ;  he  entertained  a  friendly,  though  am- 
biguous, correfpondence  with  the /j^r/a'rt^  Odoacer;  and  he  grate- 
fully accepted  the  Imperial  enfigns,  the  facred  ornaments  of  the 
throne  and  palace,  which  the  Barbarian  was  not  unwilling  to  re- 
move from  the  fight  of  the  people  "*. 

In  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  fince  the  death  of  Valentinian,  nine  Auguftulus 
■emperors  had  fucceffively  difappeared  ;  and  the  fon  of  Oreftes,  a  w  theLucul- 
youth  recommended  only  by  his  beauty,  would  be  the  leaft  entitled 
to  the  notice  of  pofherity,  if  his  reign,  which  was  marked  by  the 
extindion  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  Weft,  did  not  leave  a  me- 

"*  Malchus,  whofe  lofs  excites  our  regret,  Zeno.  The  anonymous  fragment  (p.  717.), 
has  preferved  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  93.)  this  and  the  extraft  from  Candidas  (apud  Phot, 
extraordinary  embaffy    froto  the    fenate  to    p.  176.),  are  likewife  of  fome  ufe. 

Vol.  III.  3  S  morabic 
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CHAP,  morable  TEra  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind  "'.  The  patrician  Oreftes' 
had  married  the  daughter  of  Count  i^&wtt/^^j-,  of  Petovio,  in  Noricum: 
the  name  of  Atigujlns^  notwithftanding  the  jealoufy  of  power,  was 
known  at  Aqulleia  as  a  famihar  fm-name  ;  and  the  appellations  of 
the  two  great  founders,  of  the  city,  and,  of  the  monarchy,  were  thus 
ftrangely  united  in  the  laft  of  their  fucceflbrs  '^*.  The  fon  of  Oreftes 
alTumed  and  difgraced  the  names  of  Romulus  Auguftus  ;  but  the 
firft  was  corrupted  into  Momyllus,  by  the  Greeks,  and  the  fecond 
has  been  changed  by  the  Latins  into  the  contemptible  diminutive 
Auguftulus.  The  life  of  this  inoffenfive  youth  was  fpared  by  the 
generous  clemency  of  Odoacer  ;  who  difmilfed  him,  with  his  whole 
family,  from  the  Imperial  palace,  fixed  his  annual  allowance  at  fix 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  and  afligned  the  caftle  of  Lucullus,  in  Cam- 
pania, for  the  place  of  his  exile  or  retirement  '".  As  foon  as  the 
Romans  breathed  from  the  toils  of  the  Punic  war,  they  were  at- 
tracted by  the  beauties  and  the  pleafures  of  Campania ;  and  the 
country-houfe  of  the  elder  Scipio  at  Liternum,  exhibited  a  lafling 
model  of  their  ruflic  fimplicity  ''^     The  delicious  Ihores  of  the  bay 

"*  The  precife  year  in  which  the  Weftern  land,  has  been  communicated  to  a  whole  na- 

empire  was  extinguiflved,  is  not  pcfitively  af-  tion. 

certained.     The  vulgar  ara  of  A.  D.    476,  '"'  Ingridiens  autem  Ravennam  depofuit 

«//carj  to  have  the  fanSion  of  authentic  chro-  Augufl-ulum  de  regno,  cujus  infantiam  mi- 

nicles.     But   the  two   dates  afligned  by  Jor-  fertus  conceffit  ei  fanguinem  ;  et  quiapulcher 

nandes  (c.  46.  p.  680.),  would  delay  that  great  erat,  tamen    donavit  ei  reditum    fex    millia 

event  to  the  year  479  :    and    though  M.   de  folidos,  et  mifit  eum  intra  Campaniam  cum 

Buat  has  overlooked  his  evidence,  he   pro-  parentibus  fuis  libere  vivere.     Anonym.  Va- 

duces  (torn.  viii.  p.  261  —  288.)  many  colla-  lef.  p.  716.     Jornandes  fays  (c.  46.  p.  680. )> 

teral  circumftances  in  fupport  of  the  fame  in  LucuUano   Gampanije  caftello  exilii  poena' 

opinion.  damnavit. 

'^*  See  his  medals  in  Ducange  (Fam.  By-         '"*  See  the  eloquent  Declamadon  of  Sene- 

zantin.  p.  81.),  Prifcus  (Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  ca  (epirt.  Ixxxvi.).     The  philofopher  might 

56.     Maffei  Oflervazioni  Letterarie,    torn.  ii.  have  recolledled,  that  all  luxury  is  relative  ; 

p.  314.     We  may  allege  a  famous  and  fimi-  and  that  the  elder  Scipia,   whofe   manners 

Jar  cafe.     The  meanell  fubjefts  of  the  Ro-  were  polifhed  by  ftudy  and  converfation,  was 

man  empire  aflumed  the   ilhijlricus  name  of  himfelfaccufed  of  that  vice  by  his  ruder  con- 

Fairicim,  which,  by  the  converfion  of  Ire-  temporaries  (Livy  xxix-.  19-]. 
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of- Naples  were  crowded  with  villas;  and  Sylla  applauded  the  maf-  CHAP, 
terly  fkill  of  his  rival,  who  had  feated  himfelf  on  the  lofty  pro- 
montory of  Mifenum,  that  commands,  on  every  fide,-  the  fea 
and  land,  as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  the  horizon  '^'.  The  villa 
of  Marius  was  purchafcd,  within  a  few  years,  by  Lucullus,  and  the 
price  had  increafed  from  two  thoufand  five  hundred,  to  more  than 
fourfcore  thouflmd,  pounds  fterling'^°.  It  was  adorned  by  the  new 
proprietor  with  Grecian  arts,  and  Afiatic  treafures;  and  the  houfes 
and  gardens  of  Lucullus  obtained  a  diftinguifhed  rank  in  the  lift  of 
Imperial  palaces  '^'.  When  the  Vandals  became  formidable  to  the 
fea-coaft,  the  Lucullan  villa,  on  the  promontory  of  Mifenum,  gra- 
dually afllimed  the  firength  and  appellation  of  a  ftrong  caftle,  the 
obfcure  retreat  of  the  laft  emperor  of  the  Weft.  About  twenty  years 
after  that  great  revolution,  it  was  converted  into  a  church  and  mo- 
naftery,  to  receive  the  bones  of  St.  Severinus.  They  fecurely  repofed, 
amidft  the  broken  trophies  of  Cimbric  and  Armenian  victories,  till 
the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century  ;  when  the  fortifications,  which 
might  afford  a  dangerous  fhelter  to  the  Saracens,  were  demoliihed 
by  the  people  of  Naples  "'. 

'-'  Sylla,  in    the  language  of  a  foldier,  though  various,  magnificence,  at  Baia:,  Na- 

praifed   his  peritia  cajiramctandi  (Plin.   Hift.  pies,   Tiifculum,    S:c.      He   boaffed  that   he 

Natur.    xviii.    7.).     Pha:drus,     %vho     makes  changed    his    climate   with    the    ftorks    and 

its  (hady  walks  ('/(f/a  i'/V;V;a^  thefcene  of  an  cranes.     Plutarch,   in   Lucull.    torn.  iii.    p. 

jnfipid  fable  (ii.  5.),   has   thus  defcribed  the  193. 

fituation  :  '^^  Severinus  diedin  Noricum,  A.D.  482. 

Csfar  Tiberius  quam  petens  Neapolim,  Six  years  afterwards,   his  body,   which  fcat- 

In  Mifenenfem  villam  vcniflet  fuam  ;  tered  miracles  as  it  pafled,  was  tranfported 

Quae  monte   fumnio  pofita  Luculli  manu  by  his  difciples  into  Italy.    The  devotion  of 

Profpeftat   Siculum    et   profpicit  Tufcum  a  Neapolitan  lady  invited   the  faint  to    the 

mare.  Lucullan  villa,  in  the  place  of  Auguftulus, 

"30  From  fevcn  myriads  and  a  half  to  two  who  was  probably  no  more.     See  Baronius 

hundred  and  fifty  myriads  of  drachma.     Yet  (Annal.   Ecclef.   A.  D.  496.  N°  50,  51.)  and 

even  in  the  poflefnon  of  Marius,  it  was  a  luxu-  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xvi.  p.  178  — 

rious  retirement.     The  Romans  derided  his  181.),  from   the  original    life  by  Eugipius. 

indolence:   they  foon  bewailed  his   aftivity.  The  narrative  of  the  laft  migration  of  Se\e.":- 

See  Plutarch,  in  Mario,  tom.  ii.  p.  524.  nus  to  Naples,  is  lil;ewife  an  authentic  peer. 

'3'  Lucullus  had   other   villas  of  equal, 

-?  S  2  Odoacer 
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CHAP.        Odoacer  was  the  firft  Barbarian  who  reigned  in  Italy,  over  a  peo- 

K^  ..^ <    pie  who  had  once  aflcrted  their  juft  fuperiority  above  the  reft  of 

Decay  of  the   mankind.     The   diferace  of  the  Romans  ftill  excites  our  refpedful 

Roman  °  '^  ■ 

fpirit.  compaflion,  and  we  fondly  fynipathife  with  the  imaginary  grief  and 

indignation  of  their  degenerate  pofterity.  But  the  calamities  of  Italy 
had  gradually  fubdued  the  proud  confcioufncfs  of  freedom  and  glory. 
In  the  age  of  Roman  virtue,  the  provinces  were  fubjedl  to  the 
arms,  and  the  citizens  to  the  laws,  of  the  republic ;  till  thofe  laws 
were  fubverted  by  civil  difcord,  and  both  the  city  and  the  provinces 
became  the  fervile  property  of  a  tyrant.  The  forms  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  which  alleviated  or  difguifed  their  abjedl  flavery,  were  abolifhed 
by  time  and  violence ;  the  Italians  alternately  lamented  the  prefence 
or  the  abfence  of  the  fovereigns,  whom  they  detefted  or  deipifed  y 
and  the  fucceffion  of  five  cdnturies  inflidled  the  various  evils  of  mi- 
litary licence,  capricious  defpotifm,  and  elaborate  oppreflion.  Dur- 
ing the  fame  period,  the  Barbarians  had  emerged  from  obfcurity  and 
contempt,  and  the  warriors  of  Germany  and  Scythia  were  introduced 
into  the  provinces,  as  the  fervants,  the  allies,  and  at  length  the  mat- 
ters, of  the  Romans,  whom  they  infulted  or  protected.  The  hatred, 
of  the  people  was  fupprefled  by  fear  ;  they  refpe€ted  the  fpirit  and 
fplendour  of  the  martial  chiefs  who  were  inverted  with  the  honours 
of  the  empire  ;  and  the  fate  of  Rome  had  long  depended  on  the 
fword  of  thofe  formidable  ftrangers.  The  ftern  Ricimer,  who 
trampled  on  the  ruins  of  Italy,  had  exercifed  the  power,  without 
afluming  the  title,  of  a  king  ;  and  the  patient  Romans  "wyere  infenfibly 
prepared  to  acknowledge  the  royalty  of  Odoacer  and  his  Bai^ba— 
ric  fucceffbrs. 

Charafter  The  King  of  Italy  was  not  imworthy  of  the  high  ftatlon  to  which: 

and  reign  of  ii-  ^  •      r 

Odoacer,        his  valouT  and  fortune  had  exalted  him :  his  favage  manners  were- 

■  _  *  '^'^  ~  polifhed  by  the  habits  of  converfation  ;  and  he  rcfpecled,  though  a 

conqueroc  and  a  Barbarian,  the  inilitutions,    and  even  the  prejudices^ 
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of  his  fubje(fl:s.     After  aa  Interval  of  feven  years,  Odoacer  reflored    ^  ^J^P' 

the  confulfhip  of  the  Weft.     For  himfelf,   he  modeftly,  or  proudly, 

declined  an  honour  which  was  ftill  accepted  by  the  emperors  of  the 

Eaft ;  but  the  curule  chair  was  fucceflively  filled  by  eleven  of  the 

moft  illuftrious  fenators'"  ;  and  the  lift  is  adorned  by  the  refpedable 

name  of  Bafilius,  whofe  virtues  claimed  the  friendfliip  and  grateful 

applaufe  of  Sidonius,  his  client  '^*.     The  laws  of  the  emperors  were 

ftridly  enforced,  and  the  civil  adminiftration  of  Italy  was  ftill  exer- 

cifed  by  the  Pn-Etorian  prcefefl:,  and  his  fubordinate  officers.     Odoacer 

devolved  on  the  Rom.an   magiftrates  the  odious  and  oppreffive  talk 

of  collefting  the   public  revenue  ;  but  he  referved   for  himfelf  the 

merit   of  feafonable  and    popular   indulgence  '".     Like   the  reft  of 

the  Barbarians,  he  had  been  inftrufted  in  the  Arian  herefy  ;  but  he 

revered  the  monaftic   and  epifcopal  cliaraders  ;  and  the  filence  of 

the  Catholics  attefts  the  toleration  which  they  enjoyed.     The  peace 

of  the  city  required  the  interpofition  of  his  prsfeft  Bafilius,  in  the 

choice  of  a  Roman  pontiff:  the  decree  which  reftrained  the  clergy 

from  alienating  their  lands,  was  ultimately  defigned  for  the  benefit^ 

of  the  people,  whofe  devotion  would  have  been  taxed  to  repair  the- 

dilapidations  of  the  church  "\     Italy  was  protedled  by  the  arms  of 

its  conqueror  ;  and  its  frontiers  were  refpe£ted  by  the  Barbarians  of 

Gaul  and  Germany,  who  had  fo  long  infulted   the  feeble  race  of 

'"  The  confalar  Fafti  may  be  found  in         '"  EpiphanLus  interceded  for  the  people 

Fagi  or  Muratori.     The  confuls  named  by  of  Pavia  ;  and   the  king  firll  ^ranted  an   in- 

Odoaccr,   or  perhaps  by  the  Roman   fenate,  dulgence  of  five  years,  and  afterwards  relieved-- 

appear  to  have   been   acknowledged  in  the  them   from   the  oppreffion  of  Pelagius,  the 

Eaftern  empire.  Pra-torian    prsfefl     (Ennodius,  in    Vit.    St, 

'^*  Sidonius  Apollinaris  (1.  i.  epift.  9.  p.  Epiphan.  in  Sirmond.  Oper.  tom.i.  p.  1670,. 

22.   edit.   Sirmond)    has   compared   the    two  1672.). 

leading   fenators   of  his  time  (A.  D.   468.),  '^'   See  Earonius,   Anna!.    Ecclef.    A.  D. 

Gennadius    Avie^  us,    and    Cxllna   Bafilius.  483.  N'   10 — 15.     Sixteen  years  afterwards. 

To  the  former  he  alTigns  the  fpecious,  to  the  the   irregular  proceedings    of  Bafilius    were 

latter  the  folid,  virtues  of  public  and  private  condemned  by  pope  Symmachus  in  a  Roman 

life.     A  Bafilius  junior,  poflit)ly  his  fon,  was  fynod. 
coaful  in  the  year  4S0.- 

Theodofius, 
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c  H  A  v.    Theodofius.    Odoacer  pafled  the  Hadriatic,  to  chaftifc  the  aflaffms  oi 

Y\  Y\'] 

^_    '\  the  emperor  Nepos,  and  to  acquire  the  maritime  province  of  Dal- 

malia.  He  palled  the  Alps,  to  refcue  the  remains  of  Noricum  from 
Fava,  or  Feletheu;,  king  of  the  Rugians,  who  held  his  refidence 
beyond  the  Danube.  The  king  was  vanquifhcd  in  battle,  and  led 
away  prifonerj  a  numerous  colony  of  captives  and  fubjeds  was 
tranfplanted  into  Italy  ;  and  Rome,  after  a  long  period  of  defeat  and 
difgrace,  might  claim  the  triumph  of  her  Barbarian  mafter  '"'. 

Miferable  Notwithftanding  the  prudence  and  fuccefs  of  Odoacer,  his  king- 

dom exhibited  the  fad  profped  of  mifery  and  defolation.  Since  the 
age  of  Tiberius,  the  decay  of  agriculture  had  been  felt  in  Italy ; 
and  it  was  a  juft  fubjeft  of  complaint,  that  the  life  of  the  Roman 
people  depended  on  the  accidents  of  the  winds  and  waves  "^\  In 
the  divifion  and  the  decline  of  the  empire,  the  tributary  harvefts 
of  Eg}T)t  and  Africa  were  withdrawn  ;  the  numbers  of  the  inhabit- 
ants continually  diminifned  with  the  means  of  fubfiftence ;  and  the 
country  was  exhaufted  by  the  irretrievable  lofles  of  war,  famine  '", 
and  peftilence.  St.  Ambrofe  has  deplored  the  ruin  of  a  populous 
diftrid,  which  had  been  once  adorned  with  the  flourifhing  cities  of 
Bologna,  Modena,  Regium,  and  Placentia '*°.  Pope  Gelafius  was  a 
fubjeft  of  Odoacer  ;  arid  he  affirms,  with  ftrong  exaggeration,  that 
ill  iEmilia,  Tufcany,  and  the  adjacent  provinces,  the  human  fpecies 

'^'  The   wars   of  Odoacer    are    concifely  "'  A  famine,  which  afflidled  Italy  at  the 

mentioned  by    Paul    the  Deacon    (de  Geft.  time  of  the  irruption  of  Odoacer,  king  of  the 

Langobard.  1.  i.  c.  19.  p.  757.  edit.  .Grot.),  Heruli,  is  eloquently  defcribed  in  profe  and 

and  in  the  two  Chioiiicles  of  Caffiodorius  and  verfe,  by  a  French  poet  (Les  Mois,  torn,  ii- 

Cufpinian.     The    life  of  St.   Severinus,  by  p.  174.  206.  edit,  in  lamo.).    I  am  ignorant 

Eugipius,    which   the  count  de  Buat  (Hift.  from  whence  lie  derives  his  information  ;  but 

des  Peuples,  &c.   torn.  viii.  c.    1.  4.   8.   9.)  I  am  well  afuared  that  he  relates  fome  fafts 

has  dilif^ently  ftudied,  illuftrates  the  ruin  of  incompatible  with  the  truth  of  hiftory. 

Noricum  and  the  Bavarian  antiquities.  '•'^°  See    the    xxxixth    epiftle  of  St.   Am- 

'3'  Tacit.  Annal.  iii.  53.   The  Recherches  brofe,  as  it  is  quoted  by  Muratori,  fopra  le 

liir  I'Adminiftration  des  Torres  chez  les  Ro-  Antichitii  Italiane,   torn.  i.  Diflert.   xxi.  p. 

mains  (p.  351- 36^-)  clearly  Hate  the  pro-  354. 
grefs  of  internal  decay. 

was 
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was  almoft  extirpated'*'.     The  plebeians  of  Rome,  who  were  fed    C  H  A  P. 

XXX  VJ. 
by  the   hand  of  tlieir  mafler,  periflied  or   difappeared,    as   foon  as 

his  Uberahty  was  fupprefled  ;  the  decUne  of  the  arts  reduced  the  in- 
duftrious  mechanic  to  idlenefs  and  want ;  and  the  fenators,  who  might 
fupport  with  patience  the  ruin  of  their  country,  bewailed  their  pri- 
vate lofs  of  wealth  and  luxury.  One-third  of  thofe  ample  eftatesj 
to  which  the  ruin  of  Italy  is  originally  imputed  '*\  was  extorted  for 
the  ufe  of  the  conquerors.  Injuries  were  aggravated  by  infults  ;  the 
fenfe  of  actual  fufferings  was  embittered  by  the  fear  of  more  dread- 
ful evils  ;  and  as  new  lands  were  allotted  to  new  fwarms  of  Bar- 
barians, each  fenator  was  apprehenfive  left  the  arbitrary  furveyors 
fhould  approach  his  favourite  villa,  or  his  moft  profitable  f\rm. 
The  leaft  unfortunate  vj-ere  thofe  who  fubmitted  without  a  murmur 
tx)  the  power  which  it  was  impoffible  to  refift.  Since  they  defired 
to  live,  they  owed  fome  gratitude  to  the  tyrant  who  had  fpared 
their  lives;  and  fmce  he  was  the  abfolute  mafter  of  their  fortunes,, 
the  portion  which  he  left  muft  be  accepted  as  his  pure  and  volun- 
tary gift  '*\  The  diftrefs  of  Italy  was  mitigated  by  the  prudence 
and  humanity  of  Odoacer,  who  had  bound  himfelf,  at  the  price  of 
his  elevation,  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  a  licentious  and  turbulent 
multitude.  The  kings  of  the  Barbarians  were  frequently  refifted, . 
depofed,or  murdered,^by  their  fialive  fubjedts  ;  and  the  various  bands 
of  Italian  mercenaries,  who  afTociated  under  the  ftandard  of  an 
elective  general,  claimed   a   larger  privilege  of  freedom  and  rapine. 


'*'  vEmilia,  Tuf:ia,  ceter.xque  provincias  rather  of  patience,  which   Cicero  (ad  Faini- 

in    quibus    hominum   prope    nullus    exfiftit.  liares,  1.  ix.  epift.  17.)  fuggefts  to  his  frirnd 

Gelafius,  Epift.  ad  Andromachum,  ap.  Baro-  Papirius  Ptetus,   under  the  military  defpotifm 

nium,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  496.  N°  36.  of    Caifar.      The    argument,    however,    of 

'■*^    Verumque    confitentibus,     latifundia  "  vivere  pulcherrimum  duxi,"  is   more  for- 

perdidere  Italiam.  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  xviii.7.  cibly  addrefled  to  a  Roman  philofopher,  who 

^*^  Such  are  the  topics  of  confolation,  or  po/Tefled  the  free  alternative  of  life  or  death. 

7  A   monarchy 
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CHAP.  A  monarchy  deflltute  of  national  union,  and  hereditary  right, 
haftencd  to  its  diflblution.  After  a  reign  of  fourteen  years,  Odoacer 
was  opprefled  by  the  fuperior  genius  of  Thcodoric,  king  of  the 
Oftrogoths  ;  a  hero  alike  excellent  in  the  arts  of  war  and  of  go- 
vernment, who  reftored  an  age  of  peace  and  profperity,  and  whole 
name  ftill  excites  and  defervcs  the  attention  of  mankind. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.      XXXVII, 


Origin,  Prcgrefs,  and  EffeSis  of  the  'Mona/Iic  Life. — 
Convcrfion  of  ihs  Barbarians  to  Chrijlianity  and  Arian- 
ijm. — Perfeciition  oj  the  F and  ah  i?i  Africa, — Rx- 
tinBion  of  Arianifin  amonor  the  Barbarians, 


H  E  indilToluble  connexion  of  civil  and  eccleriaftlcal  affairs,  c  H  A  P 
has  compelled,  and  encouraged,  me  to  relate  the  progrefs,  the  xxxvil. 
perfecutions,  the  eftabliflimcnt,  the  divifions,  the  final  triumph,  and 
the  gradual  corruption  of  Chriftianity.  I  have  purpofely  delayed  the 
confideratlon  of  two  religious  events,  interefting  in  the  ftudy  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  important  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire.  I.  The  inflitution  of  the  monaftic  life  '  j  and,  II.  The  con- 
verfion  of  the  northern  Barbarians. 

I.  Profperity  and  peace  introduced  the  difl;in£lIon   of  the  vulgar  j_  t^j  „q, 
and  the  Afcetlc  Chnjlians  \     The  loofe  and  imperfect  praftice  of  re-   '^^^'^"^ 
liglon  fatisfied  the  confcience  of  the  multitude.     The  prince  or  ma-  Origin  of  th* 

monks. 

'  The   origin  of  the   mor.aflic  inftltution        ■*  See  Eufeb.  Demonltrat.  Evangel.   (I.  i. 

h.".s  been  laborioufly  difcufled  by  Thomafm     p_  ^^^  ,j_  ^jj^^  (^^^^   j^^^.  Stephani,  Paris, 

(Di'ciphne  de  rEglife,  torn.  i.    p.  1419—  ,       t     u-    u     1  r  n-    1  iim  i 

,/        ]   rr  1     .   /TJT-n.     j       rN  j         nr         •?4v)-     1^1  his  Lcclefiaitical  Ihltory,  pub- 
\\ib.)  and  Hclyot   fHilt.   des  Ordres    Mo-       /^-'  '  . 

,1-  .         -  res    Ti    i-       .u  Iifhed  twelve  years  after  the  Demonllration, 

nalhques,  torn.  i.  p.  i — 66. )•  Th«lc  authors  ■' 

are  very  learned   and  tolerably  honeft,  and  Eiifcbius  (1.  ii.  c.  17.)  aflerts  the  Chriftianity 

their  difference  of  opinion   fliews  the  fubjeft  of  the  Therapeutx;  but  he  appea-rs  ignorant, 

in  its  full  extent.     Yet  the  cautious  Protell-  thatafimilar  inftitution  was  a<!lually  revived 

ant,  who    diftrufts   any   popilb    guides,    may  jji  E^vpt. 
confult  the  feventh  book,  of  Bingham's  Chrift- 
ian  Antiquities. 

Vol.  III.  3  T  glftrate. 
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CHAP.    (vlfl;i-atc,  the  foldier  or  merchant,  reconciled  their  fervent  zeal,  vMd 
XXXVII.      fa  '  ' 

imphcit  faith,  with  the  e-xercife  of  their  profeffion,  the  purfuit  of 
their  intereft,  and  the  indulgence  of  their  paffions  :  but  the  Afcetics 
who  obeyed  and  abufed  the  rigid  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  were  in- 
fpircd  by  the  favage  enthufiafm,  which  reprefents  man  as  a  crimi- 
nal, and  God  as  a  tyrant.  They  ferioufly  renounced  the  bufinefs,. 
and  the  pleafures,  of  the  age  ;  abjured  the  ufe  of  wine,  of  fiefh,  and 
of  marriage  ;  chaftifed  their  body,  mortified  their  affections,  and  em- 
braced a  life  of  mifery,  as  the  price  of  eternal  happinefs.  In  the 
reign  of  Conflantine,  the  Afcetics  fled  from  a  profane  and  degenerate 
world,  to  perpetual  folitude,  or  religious  fociety.  Like  the  firfl: 
Chriftians  of  Jerufalem  \  they  refigned  the  ufe,  or  the  property,  of 
their  temporal  pofleflions ;  eilablifhed  regular  communities  of  the 
fame  fex,  and  a  fimilar  difpofition ;  and  aflumed  the  names  of 
HermitSy  Monks,  and  Anachorets^  expreflive  of  their  lonely  retreat  in 
a  natural  or  artificial  defert.  They  foon  acquired  the  refpedl  of  the 
world,  which  they  defpifed  ;  and  the  loudeft  applaufe  was  bellowed 
on  this  Divine  Philosophy*,  which  furpaffed,  without  the  aid  of 
fcience  or  reafon,  the  laborious  virtues  of  the  Grecian  fchools.  The 
monks  might  indeed  contend  with  the  Stoics,  in  the  contempt  of 
fortune,  of  pain,  and  of  death  :  the  Pythagorean  filence  and  fubmif— 
fion  were  revived  in  their  fervlle  difcipline  ;  and  they  difdained,  as 
firmly  as  the  Cynics  themfelves,  all  the  forms  and  decencies  of  civil 
fociety.  But  the  votaries  of  this  Divine  Philofophy  afpired  to  imitate 
a  purer  and  more  perfect  model.     They  trod  in  the  footfteps  of  the 

^  Caffian  (Collat.  xviii.  5.)  claims  this  14.)  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  this  monkifli 
origin  for  the  inftitution  of  the  Coenobites,  philofophy  (fee  Suicer.  Thefaur.  Ecdef  torn, 
which  gradually  decayed  till  it  was  roftored  ii.  p.  i4<).i.).  Some  modern  writers,  Lip- 
by  Anthony  and  his  difciples.  fius  (torn.  iv.  p.  448.   Manuduft.- ad  Philof. 

*  il^ihtiJ.0Ta.rcii  yap  Ti  %e»;fia  £i;  a»6p£^'7rB;  £>i-  Stoic,  iii.  13.),  and  La  Mothe  le  Vayer  (torn. 

fis(7-ai  iraja  ©£«  )i  ToiauTii  ^^^oo■olpla.     Thefe  are  ix.  de  la  Vertu  des  Payens,  p.  228  —  262.), 

the  expreflive  words  of  Sozomcn,  who  copi-  have  compared  the  Carmelites  to  the  Pytha- 

oufly  and  agreeably  defcribes  (1.  i,  c.  12,  13,  goreans,  and  the  Cynics  to  the  Capucins. 

prophets. 
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prophets,  wlio  had  retired  to  the  defcrt ' ;  and  they  rcflored  the  C  H  A  P. 
■devout  and  contemplative  life,  which  had  been  inftituted  by  the  u. — ^— / 
Ellenians,  in  Paleftine  and  Egypt.  The  philofophic  eye  of  Pliny 
had  furveyed  v/ith  aftonifhment  a  folitary  people,  who  dwelt  among 
the  palm-trees  near  the  Dead  Sea ;  who  fubfifted  without  money, 
who  were  propagated  without  women ;  and  who  derived  from  the 
difguft  and  repentance  of  mankind,  a  perpetual  fupply  of  voluntary 
afTociates  ^ 

Egypt,   the  fruitful  parent  of  fuperftition,  afforded  the  firfl  ex-  Antony  and 
ample  of  the  monaftic   life.     Antony^,  an  illiterate '  youth   of  the   Egypt, 
lower  parts  of  Thebais,  diftributed  his  patrimony ',  deferted  his  fa-   ^'  ^"  ^°^' 
mily  and  native  home,  and  executed  his  monajlic  penance  with   ori- 
ginal and  intrepid  fanaticlfm.     After  a  long  and  painful  noviciate, 


'  The  Carmelites  derive  their  pedigree,  in 
regular  fucceffion,  from  the  prophet  Elijah 
(fee  the  The fes  ofBeziers,  A.  D.  1682.  in 
Bayle's  Nouvelles  de  la  Republique  des 
Lettres,  Oeuvres,  torn.  i.  p.  82,  &c.  and 
tlie  prolix  irony  of  the  Ordres  Monafliques, 
an  anonymous  work,  torn.  i.  p.  1—433, 
Berlin,  1751.).  Rome  and  the  inquifition 
of  Spain,  filenced  the  profane  criticifm  of  the 
Jefuits  of  Flanders  (Helyot,  Hill,  des  Ordres 
Monafliques,  torn.  i.  p.  282—300.),  and  the 
ftatue  of  Elijah,  the  Carmelite,  has  been 
erefted  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter  (Voyages 
du  P.  Labat,  torn.  iii.  p.  87.). 

^  Plin.  Hlft.  Natur.  v.  15.  Gens  fola,  et 
in  toto  orbe  pra:ter  ceteras  mira,  line  ulla 
femina,  omni  venere  abdicata,  fine  pecunia, 
focia  palmarum.  Ita  per  feculonim  miliia 
(incrediblle  diftu)  gens  aeterna  eft  in  qua 
nemo  nafcitur.  Tam  foecunda  illis  aliorum 
vita:  poeniccntia  eft.  He  places  them  juft  be- 
yond the  noxious  influence  of  the  lake,  and 
names  Engaddi  and  IWafada  as  the  neareft 
towns.  The  Laura,  and  monaftery  of  St. 
Sabas,  could  not  be  far  diftant  from  this 
place.  See  Reland.  Paleftin.  torn.  i.  p.  29;. 
.torn.  ii.  p.  763.  874.  880.  850. 

3 


'  See  Athanaf.  Op.  torn.  ii.  p.  450—505. 
and  the  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  26—74.  ^^ith  Rof- 
weyde's  Annotations.  The  former  is  the 
Greek  original ;  the  latter,  a  very  ancient 
Latin  verfion  by  Evagrius,  the  friend  of  St. 
Jerom. 

TfaftfiaTa  ^vi  fjaOfii  SK  r,tii.cyiTo.  Athanaf. 
torn.  ii.  in  Vit.  St.  Anton,  p.  452. ;  and  the 
afl'ertion  of  his  total  ignorance  has  been  re- 
ceived by  many  of  the  ancients  and  moderns. 
But  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  vii.  p. 
666.)  Ihews,  by  fome  probable  arguments, 
that  Antony  could  read  and  write  in  the  Cop- 
tic his  native  tongue  ;  and  that  he  was  only  a 
ftranger  to  the  Greek  letters.  The  philofo- 
pher  Synefius  (p.  51.)  acknowledges,  that 
the  natural  genius  of  Antony  did  not  require 
the  aid  of  learning. 

®  If  the  Arura  be  a  fquare  meafure  of  an 
hundred  Egyptian  cubits  (Rofweyde,  Ono- 
mallicon  ad  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  1014,  1015.); 
and  the  Egyptian  cubit  of  all  ages  be  equal 
to  twenty-two  Englifh  inches  (Greaves,  vol.i. 
p.  233.),  the  arura  will  confift  of  about  three 
quarters  of  an  Englifli  acre. 


T  2 


among 
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CHAP,    amoncr  the  tombs,  and  in  a  ruined  tower,  he  boldly  advanced  into 
XXXVII.  '='  *       .  ^  .  ..     . 

^— / '    the  defert  three  days  journey  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Nile  ;  dllcovered 

a  lonely  fpot,  which  pofleired  the  advantages  of  fliade  and  water, 

and   fixed  his   laft  refidence  on  mount  Colzim  near  the  Red  Sea ; 

where  an  ancient  monaftery  flill  preferves  the  name  and  memory  of 

the  faint '".     The  curious  devotion  of  the  Chriftians  purfued  him  to 

the  defert ;  and  when  he  was  obliged  to  appear  at  Alexandria,  in  the 

face  of  mankind,  he  fupported  his  fame  with  difcretion  and  dignity. 

He  enjoyed  the  friendfliip  of  Athanafius,whofe  doctrine  he  approved  ; 

and  the  Egyptian  peafant  refpedlfully  declined  a  refpecflful  invitation 

from  the  emperor  Conftantine.     The  venerable  patriarch   (for  An- 

A.D.  251—  tony  attained  the  age    of  one  hundred  and  five   years)  beheld  the 

numerous  progeny  which  had  been  formed  by  his    example   and 

his  leflbns.     The  prolific  colonies   of  monks  multiplied  with  rapid 

increafe   on  the  fands  of  Libya,  upon  the  rocks  of  Thebais,  and  in 

the  cities  of  the  Nile.     To  the  fouth  of  Alexandria,  the  mountain, 

and  adjacent  defert,  of  Nitria,  was  peopled  by  five  thoufand  anacho- 

rets ;  and  the  traveller  may  flill   inveftigate   the  ruins  ©f  fifty  mo- 

nafleries,  which  were  planted  in  that  barren  foil,  by  the  dlfciples  of 

Antony  ".      In  the  Upper  Thebais,  the  vacairt  Ifland  of  Tabenne  "' 

was  occupied  by  Pachomius,  and  fourteen  hundred  of  his  brethren* 

That  holy  abbot  fucceiTively  founded  nine  monafteries  of  men,  and 

'"  The  dcfcription  of   the   monaftery  is  and  twenty  cr  thirty  monks.  See  D'Anville, 

given  by  Jerom  (torn.  i.  p.  248,249.  in  Vit.  Defcription  del'Egypte,  p.  74. 
Hihrion),  and   the   P.  Sicard    (Miffions  du         '*  Tabenne  is  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  Nilej 

Levant,  torn.  v.  p.  122—200.).     Their  ac-  in  the  diocefe  of  Tentyca  or  Dendera,    be- 

counts  cannot  always  be  reconciled  ;  the  Fa-  twaen   the  modern  town   of  Girge   and  the 

ther  painted  from  his  fancy,  and  the  Jefuit  ruins  of  ancient  Thebes  (D'Anville,  p.  S94.)k 

from  his  experience.  M.  de  Tillemont  doubts   whether  it  was  an 

'"   Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  146.  ad  Euftochium.  in.e  ;  but  I  may  conclude,  from  his  own  fads, 

Hift.  Laufiac.  c.  7.  in  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  71a.  that  the  primitive  name  was  afterwards  tranf. 

The  P.  Sicard  (Miffions  du  Levant,  torn.  ii.  p.  ferred  to  the  great  monaftery  of  Bau  or.Pabaa. 

29—79.)   vifited,    and   has  defcribed,    this  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  vii.  p.  67S.  6S8.)^ 
defert,  which  now  contr.ins  four  raonaileries, 

4.  one 
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one  of  women:  ami  tlic  feftival  of  Eaflcr  fomctlmes  collefbed  fifty    CHAP. 

■I     xxxvjr. 

thoufand  religious  perfons,  who  followed  his  angelic  rule  of  difci-  «— v—— ' 
pline  "\  The  ftately  and  populous  city  of  Oxyrinchus,  the  feat  of 
Chrillian  orthodoxy,  had  devoted  the  temples,  the  public  edifices,, 
and  even  the  ramparts,  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes  ;  and  the  biihop, 
who  might  preach  in  twelve  churches,  computed  ten  thoufand  fe- 
males, and  twenty  thoufand  males,  of  the  monaftic  profeffion  ''. 
The  Egyptians,  who  gloried  in  this  marvellous  revolution,  were  dif- 
pofed  to  hope,  and  to.  believe,  that  the  nimiber  of  the  monks  was 
equal  to  the  remainder  of  the  people  "  ;  and  pcllerity  might  repeat  the 
faying,,  which  had  formerly  been  applied  to  the  lacred  animals  of 
the  fame  country,  That,  in  Eg)^)!,  it  was  lefs  difficult  to  find  a 
god,  than  a  man. 

Athanafius  introduced  into  Rome  the  knowledge  and  pradice  of  Propagation , 
the  monaftic  life;   and  a  fchool  of  this  new  philofophy  was  opened   naftic  life  at 
by  the  difciples  of  Antony,  who  accompanied  their  primate  to  the   a!d!%4.j.. 
holy  threflicld  of  the  Vatican.     The  ftrange  and  favage  appearance 
of  thefe   Egyptians  excited,  at   firft,  horror   and  contempt,  and,  at 
length,  applaufe   and  zealous  imitation..     The  fenators,    and   more 
efpecially  the  matrons,  transformed  their  palaces  and  villas  into  reli- 
gious houfes ;  and  the  narrow  inftitution  o^fix  Veftals,  was  eclipfed  by 
the  frequent  monafteries,  which  were  feated  on  the  ruins  of  ancient 
temples,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  Roman  Forum  '*.     Inflamed  by  the 

'^  See  in  the  Codex  Regularum  (publifhed     whofe  inhabitants  adored  a  fmall  iifli   in  a 
by  Lucas  Holllenius,  Romt,  i6'6i.)  a  pre-     magnificent  tentple. 
face  of  St.  Jerom  to  his  Latin   verfion  of  the         "  Quan'i  populi  habentur  in  urbibus,  tan- 

R,, rn     1,   _■   .    » ;    „   <,  ta    prene  habentiir    in    defertis   multitudines 
ule  of  rachomius,  torn.  i.  p.  oi.  '  ... 

,„  „    .  .    ,,.     „  ,,  monachorum.     Rutin,  c.  7.  in  Vit.  Patrum; . 

'*  Rufin.  c.  c.  in  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  4cg.  He  ,:  tj  1  1       r 

.  .    -^  '^    ^V  p.    461.      He   congratulates    the   fortunate 

tails  it,  civitas  ampla  valde  etpopulola,  and  chanee. 

reckons  twelve  ckurches.  Strabo  (1.  xvii.  '^  The  introduflion  of  the  monaftic  lifeinto 
p.  1166.),  and  Ammianus  (xxii.  16.)  have  Rome  and  Italy,  is  occafionally  mentioned 
made  honourable  mention    of  Oxyrinchus,     by  Jercm  (torn.  i.  p.  119,  120.  199.). 

example 
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CHAP. 
XXX  VII. 

Hilarion  in 

Paleftine, 

A.D.328. 


B.ifil  in  Pon- 

tus, 

A.  D,  360. 


Martin  in 

Gaul, 

A.  D.  370. 


example  of  Antony,  a  Syrian  youth,  whofe  name  was  Hilarion  ■^, 
fixed  his  dreary  abode  on  a  fandy  beach,  between  the  fea  and  a  mo- 
rals, about  ^Q\tn  miles  from  Gaza.  The  auftere  penance,  in  which 
he  perfifted  forty-eight  years,  difiufed  a  fimilar  enthufiafm  ;  and 
the  holy  m.an  was  followed  by  a  train  of  two  or  three  thoufand 
anachorets,  whenever  he  vifited  the  innumerable  monafteries  of  Pa- 
leftine.  The  fame  of  Bafil  "  is  immortal  in  the  monadic  hiftory  of 
the  Eaft.  V/ith  a  mind,  that  had  tailed  the  learning  and  eloquence 
of  Athens  ;  with  an  ambition,  fcarcely  to  be  fatisfied  by  the 
archbifhopric  of  Cnefarea,  Bafil  retired  to  a  favage  folitude  in  Pontus; 
and  deigned,  for  a  while,  to  give  laws  to  the  fpiritual  colonies 
which  he  profufely  fcattered  along  the  coall  of  the  Black  Sea.  In 
the  Weft,  Martin  of  Tours  '',  a  foldier,  an  hermit,  a  bifliop,  and 
a  faint,  eftablilhed  the  monafteries  of  Gaul ;  two  thoufand  of  his 
difciples  followed  him  to  the  grave ;  and  his  eloquent  hiftorian  chal- 
lenges the  defcrts  of  Thebais,  to  produce,  in  a  more  favourable 
climate,  a  champion  of  equal  virtue.  The  progrefs  of  the  monks 
was  not  lefs  rapid,  or  univerfal,  than  that  of  Chriftianity  itfelf. 
Every  province,  and,  at  laft,  every  city,  of  the  empire,  was  filled 
with  their  increafmg  multitudes ;  and  the  bleak  and  barren  illes, 
from  Lerins  to  Lipari,  that  arife  out  of  the  Tufcan  fea,  were  chofen 
by  the  anachorets,  for  the  place  of  their  voluntary  exile.  An  eafy 
and  perpetual  intercourfe  by  fea  and  land  conne<fted  the  provinces  of 


"  See  the  Life  of  Hilarion,  by  St.  Jerom 
(torn.  i.  p.  241.  252.).  The  llories  of  Paul, 
Hilarion,  and  Malchus,  by  the  fame  author, 
are  admirably  told  ;  and  the  only  defedl  of 
thefe  pleafing  compofitions  is  the  want  of 
•truth  and  common  fenfe. 

'•  His  original  retreat  was  in  a  fmall  vil- 
lage on  the  banks  of  the  Iris,  not  far  from 
Neo-Caefarea.  The  ten  or  twelve  years  of 
his  mcnartic  life  were  difturbed  by  long  and 
.frequent  avocations.     Some  critics  have  dif- 


puted  the  authenticity  of  his  Afcetic  rules ; 
but  the  external  evidence  is  v/eighty,  and 
they  can  nnly  prove,  that  it  is  the  work  of  a 
realorafFeftedenthufiaft.  SeeTillemont,Mem. 
Ecclef.  tom.  ix.  p.  636  -644.  Helyot,  Hift. 
des  Ordres  Monaftiqucs,  tom.  i.  p.  175—181. 
'^  See  his  Life,  and  the  Three  Dialogues 
by  Sulpicius  Severus,  who  aflerts  (Dialog,  i. 
16.),  that  the  bookfellers  of  Rome  were  de- 
lighted with  the  quick  and  ready  fale  of  his 
popular  work. 

t^ie 
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the  Roman  world  ;  and  the  Ufe  of  Hilarlon  difplays  the  facility  with    CHAP. 

XXXVJI* 
which  an  indigent  hermit  of  Paleftine  might  traverfe  Egypt,  embark    ^ v — J 

for  Sicily,  efcape  to  Epirus,  and  finally  fettle  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus". 
The  Latin  Chriftians  embraced  the  religious  inftitutions  of  Rome, 
The  pilgrims,  who  vifited  Jerufalem,  eagerly  copied,  in  the  moll 
diftant  climates  of  the  earth,  the  faithful  model  of  the  monaftic  life. 
The  difciples  of  Antony  fpread  themfelves  beyond  the  tropic  over  the 
Chriftian  empire  of  jEthlopia".  The  monaftery  of  Banchor  ",  in  Flint- 
fhire,  which  contained  above  two  thoufand  brethren,  difperfed  a  nu- 
merous colony  among  the  Barbarians  of  Ireland  ''  ;  and  lona,  one  of 
the  Hebrides,  which  was  planted  by  the  Irifh  monks,  diffufed  over 
the  northern  regions  a  doubtful  ray  of  fcience  and  fuperftition  "^ 

Thefe  unhappy  exiles  from  focial  life,  were  impelled  by  the  dark   Caufes  of  its 

rapid  pro- 

and  implacable  genius  of  fuperftition.     Their  mutual  refolution  was  grefs. 
fupported  by  the  example  of  millions,  of  either  fex,  of  every  age,  and 
of  every  rank  ;  and  each  profelyte,  who  entered  the  gates  of  a  mo- 
naftery, was  perfuaded,  that  he  trod  the  fteep  and  thorny  path  of 

'''  When  Hilarion  failed  from   Parstoni-         *'  All  that  learning  can  extraft  from  the 

um  to  Cape  Pachynus,  he  offered  to  pay  his  rubbiih  of  the  dark  ages  is  copioufly  ftated 

pafiage  with  a  book  of  the  Gofpels.     Poft-  by  archbifhop  Ufher,  in  his  Britannicarum  • 

humian,   a  Gallic   monk,    who   had  vifited  Ecclefiarum  Antiquitates,  cap.  xvi.  p.  425  — 

E^ypt,   found   a  merchant-Hiip  bound  from  503. 

Alexandria  to  Marfeilles,  and  performed  the         -+  This    fmall,  though    not  barren,  fpot, 

voyage  in  thirty  days   (Sulp.  Sever.  Dialog.  lona,  Hy,  or  Columbkill,  only  two  miles  in 

i.  I.).    Athanafius,  who  addreffed  his  Life  of  length,  and  one  mile  in  breadth,  has  been 

St.  Antony  to  the  foreign    monks,  was   ob-  diftinguifhed,  !.  By  the  monaftery  of  St.  Co- 

liged  to  haften  the  compofition,  that  it  might  lumba,   founded  A.  D.   566;  whofe    abbot 

be  ready  for  the  failing  of  the  fleets  (torn.  ii.  exercifed  an   extraordinary  jurifdiftion  over 

p.  451.).  the    bifhops    of   Caledonia,     z.   Ey  s.  cla£ic 

-'  See  Jerom  (tom.i.  p.  126.),  Affemanni,  library,  which   afforded   fome  hopes   of  an 

Blbliot.  Orient,  tom.iv.  p.  92.  p.  857— 919.  entire  Livy ;    and,  3.  By  the  tombs  of  fixty 

and  Geddes,   Cliurcli   Hiftory  of  j5;thiopia,  kings,  Scots,    Irifh,  and    Norwegians ;  who 

p.  29,  30,  31.     The  Habyflinian  monks  ad-  repofed  in  holy  ground.     See  Ufher  (p.  311, 

here  very  ftriftly  to  the  primitive  inftiaition.  360  —  370-)'  ^^^  Buchanan  (Rcr.  Scot.  !.  ii, 

Camden's   Britanaiaj    vol.   i.   p.   (i66,  p.  15.  edit.  Ruddiman). 
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.C  H  A  P.    eternal  happinefs  ''.     But  the   operation   of  thefo  relijriou.s  motives 

«— — V ^   was  varioufly  determined  by  the  temper  and   fituation  of  mankind. 

Reafon   might   fubdue,  or  paflion  might   fufpend,  their  influence  : 
but  they  adled  moft  forcibly  on  the  infirm  minds   of  children   and 
females;  they  were  ftrengthened  byfecrct  remorfe,  or  accidental  mif- 
fortune ;  and  they  might  derive  fomc  aid  from  the  temporal  confi- 
xlerations  of  vanity  or  Intereft.     It  was  naturally  fuppofed,  that  the 
pious  and  humble  monks,  who  had  renounced  the  world,  to  accom- 
plifli  the   work   of  their  falvation,  were   the   beft   qualified  for  the 
fpirltual  government  of  the  Chriftians.     The  reluflant  hermit   was 
torn  from  his  cell,  and  feated,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
on  th€  epifcopal  throne  :  the  monafteries  of  Egypt,  of  Gaul,  and  of 
the  Eaft,  fupplied  a   regular  fucceflion   of  faints  and  bilhops ;  and 
ambition  foon  difcovered  the  fecret  road   which  led   to  the  pofief- 
fion  of  wealth  and  honours  "*.     The  popular  monks,  whofe   reputa- 
tion was  connected  with  the  fame  and  fuccefs  of  the  order,  affidu- 
oufly  laboured  to  multiply  the  number  of  their  fellow-captives.     They 
infinuated  themfelves  into  noble  and  opulent  families ;  and  the  fpe- 
cious  arts  of  flattery  and  fedudion  were  employed  to  fecure  thofe 
profelytes,    who   might  bellow  wealth   or  dignity  on   the   monaQiic 
profeffion.     The  indignant  f;\ther  bewailed  the  lofs,  perhaps  of  an 
•only  fon  ^' ;  the  credulous  maid  was  betrayed  by  vanity  to  violate 

^5  Cl-ryroftom  (in  the  firft  tome  of  the  Be-  ringly  rewarded,    and  more  rigoroufly  pu- 

nediftine  edition)  has  confecrated  three  books  nilTied. 

to  the  praife  and  defence  of  the  monaftic  life.         '''  TJiomafin  (Difcipline  de  I'Eglife,  tom. 

He  is  encouraged  by  the  ex-ample  of  the  ark,  to  i.  p.  1426  — 1469),  and  Mabillon    (Oeuvres 

prefume,   that  none  but  the  eleft  (the  monks)  Pofthumes,    tom.  ii.   p.    115— 158.).      The 

can  polTibly  be  faved  (1.  i.  p.  55,  56,).    Elfe-  monks  were  gradually  adopted  as  apart  of  the 

•where  indeed  he  becomes  more   merciful  (1.  ecclefiaftical  hierarchy. 

iii.  p.  83,  84.),  and  allows  different  degrees         ^'  Dr.  Middleton  (vol.  i.  p.  1 10.)  liberally 

of  glorv  like  the  fun,   moon,    and   ftars.     In  cenfures  the  conduft   and  writing?  of  Chry- 

iiis  lively  comparifon  of  a  king  and  a  monk  foftom,  one  of  the  moil  eloquent  and  fuccefs- 

(1.  iii.  p.  116 -121),  he   fuppofes    (what  is  ful  advocates  for  the  monaftic  life, 
hardly  fair),  that  the  king  will  be  more  fpa- 

the 
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the  laws  of  nature  ;  and  the  matron  afpired  to  imaginary  perfedllon,    CHAP, 
by  renouncing  the  virtues  of  domeftic  life.     Paula  yielded  to  the  per-  '-> 

fuafive  eloquence  of  Jerom";  and  the  profane  title  of  mother-in-law 
of  God  ^",  tempted  that  illuftrious  widow,  to  confecrate  the  virginity  of 
her  daughter  Euftochium.  By  the  advice,  and  in  the  company,  of  her 
fpiritual  guide,  Paula  abandoned  Rome  and  her  infant  Ton ;  retired 
to  the  holy  village  of  Bethlera  ;  founded  an  hofpital  and  four  mo- 
nafteries ;  and  acquired,  by  her  alms  and  pennance,  an  eminent  and 
conlpicuous  ftation  in  the  catholic  church.  Such  rare  and  illuftrious 
penitents  were  celebrated  as  the  glory  and  example  of  their  age  ; 
but  the  mOnafteries  were  filled  by  a  crowd  of  obfcure  and  abjedt 
plebeians  ^°,  who  gained  in  the  cloyfter  much  more  than  they  had 
facrificed  in  the  world.  Peafants,  flaves,  and  mechanics,  might  efcape 
from  poverty  and  contempt,  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  profellion ; 
whofe  apparent  hardfhips  were  mitigated  by  cuftom,  by  popular  ap- 
plaufe,  and  by  the  fecret  relaxation  of  difciphne  ".  The  fubjedts  of 
Rome,  whofe  perfons  and  fortunes  were  made  refponfible  for  un- 
equal and  exorbitant  tributes,  retired  from  the  opprellion  of  the  Im- 
perial government  ;  and  the  pufillanimous  youth  preferred  the 
pennance  of  a  monaftic,  to  the  dangers  of  a  military,  life.     The 

"'  Jerom's  devout  ladies  form  a  very  con-  fervili,  vel  etiam  liberati,  vel  propter  hoc  a 

/iderable  portion  of  his  works :  the  particu-  Domiiiis   liberati  five  liberandi ;    et  ex  vita 

lar  treatife,    which   he   ilyles  the  Epitaph  of  rullicana,    et  ex  opificum   exercitatione,    et 

Paula  (torn.  i.  p.  169 — 192.),  is  an  elaborate  plebeio    labore.     Augullin.    de    Oper.   Mo- 

and   extravagant  panegyric.    The  exoidium  nach.   c.  22.   ap.  Thomaffin,.  Difcipline  de 

is  ridiculoufly  turgid:  "  If  all  the  members  I'Eglife,   torn.  iii.  p.   1094.     The  Egyptian, 

"  of  my    body  were  changed  into  tongues,  who  blamed  Arfcnius,  owned   that  he   led  a 

"  and  if  all  my  limbs  refoundcd  with  a  hu-  more  comfortable  life  as  a  monk,  than  as  a 

♦'  man  voice,  yet  fhould  I  be  incapable,  i1-c."  fhepherd.      See  Tillemont,    Mem.    Ecclef. 

*s  Socrus  Dei  efie  coepifti   (Jerom.   torn.  i.  torn.  xiv.  p.  679. 
p.  140.  ad  Euftochium),  Rufiiius  (in  Hiero-         ^'  A  Dominican  friar  (Voyages  da  P.  La- 

nym.  Op.  torn.  iv.  p.  223.),  who  was  juftly  bat,  tom.  i.  p.  10.),  who  lodged  at  Cadiz  in 

fcandalifed,  aiks  his   adverfary.    From  what  a  convent  of  his  brethren,   foon  underftood. 

Pagan  poet  he  had  ftolen  an  expreflion  fo  im-  that   their  repofe   was   never  interrupted  by 

pious  and  abfurd  ?  nodlurnal  devotion;    "  quoiqu'on  ne  laifl'e 

3°  Nunc  autem  veniunt//«-awy/??  ad  hanc  "  pas  defonner  pour  I'edirication  dupeuple." 
profeflioncm  fervitutis.Dei,  et  ex  conditionc 

Vol.  III.  3  U  affrighted 
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CHAP,    affriglited  provincials,  of  every  rank,  who  fled  before  the  Barbarians, 
t^  -.  -    ,    found  fhelter  and  fubfiftence  ;  whole  legions  were  buried  in  thefe  re- 
ligious fan^tuaries ;  and   the  fame  caufe,  which  relieved  the  diftrefs 
of  individuals,  impaired  the  flrength  and  fortitude  of  the  empire  ". 
Obedience  of       The  monaftic  profeffion  of  the  ancients  ^^  was  an  a£l  of  voluntary 
devotion.     The  inconftant  fanatic  was  thi'eatened  with  the  eternal 
vengeance  of  the  God  whom  he  deferted  :  but  the  doors  of  the  mo- 
naflery  were  ftill  open  for  repentance.  Thofe  monks,  whofe  confcience 
was  fortified  by  reafon  or  pafTion,  were  at  liberty  to  refume  the  cha- 
radler  of  men  and  citizens  ;  and  even  the  fpoufes  of  Chrift  might  ac- 
cept the  legal  embraces  of  an  earthly  lover  ".    The  examples  of  fcan- 
dal,    and  the  progrefs  of  fuperllition,    fuggefted    the    propriety  of 
more  forcible  reftraints.     After  a  fufficient  trial,  the  fidelity  of  the 
novice  was  fecoired  by  a  folemn  and  perpetual  vow  ;  and  his  irrevo- 
cable engagement  was  ratified  by  the  laws  of  the  church  and  flate.    A 
guilty  fugitive  was  purfued,  arrefled,  and  reftored  to  his  perpetual 
prifon  ;  and  the  interpofition  of  the  magiftrate  oppreffed  the  freedom 
and  merit,  which  had  alleviated,  in  fome  degree,  the  abje<ft  flavery 
of  the  monaftic  difcipline".     The  adtions  of  a  monk,  hie  words,  and 
even  his  thoughts,  were  determined  by  an  inflexible  rule ",  or  a 

capricious 

^' See    a  very  fenfibJe  preface  of  Lucas  Patrum,  his  four  firl!  books  of  Inftitutes,  and 

Holftenius  to  the  Codex  Regularum.     The  the  twenty-four  CoUasions  or  Conferences), 
emperors  attempted  to  fupport  the  obligation         ^'  The  example  of  Malchus  (Jerom.  torn. 

•f  public  and   private  duties ;  but  the  feeble  i.  p.  25^6.),  and  the  defign  of  Caffian  and  his 

dykes  were  fwept  away  by  the  torrent  of  fu-  friend  (Collation  xxiv.  i.)  are  inconteftable 

perftitton  :   and   Juftinian  fjrpafied  the  moll  proofs  of  their  freedom  ;  which  is  elegantly 

fanguine  wifhes  of  the  monks  (Thomafin, torn,  defcribed  by  Rrafmus  in  his  Life  of  St.  Je- 

i.  p.  1782 — 1799.  and  Bingham,  l.vii.  c.  3.  rom.      See  Chardon,  Hill,   des  Sacremen3>^ 

p.  253.).  toni-  vi.  p.  279 — 300. 

^'^ The  monaftic  inftitutions.particularly  thofe        ^*'  See  the  Laws  of  JuHinian  (Novel,  cxxiii. 

of  Egypt,  aboat  the  year  40c,  are  defcribed  N°   42.),  and   of  Lewis   the  Pious    (in   tiie 

by  four  curious  and  devout  travellers ;  Rufinus  Hiftorians  of  France,  torn.  vi.  p.  427.),  and 

(Vit.  Patrum,  1.  ii,  iii.  p.  424 — 536.),  Poll-  theafiual  jurifprudence  of  France,  in  Deniflart 

humian  (Sulp.  Sever.  Dialog,  i.),  Palladius  (Decifions,  &c.   torn.  iv.  p.  85-5,  &c.).. 
(Hift.  Lufiac.  in  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  709 — 863.),         ^*  The    ancient   Codex    Regularum,  col- 

and  Caffian  (fee  in  tom.  \ii.  Bibliothec.  Max,  lectcd    by  Benedid  Anianinusj  the  reformer 

of 
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capricious  fuperior  :  the  flightefl  oficnccs  were  corroded  by  dii"e;racc    chap. 

or  confinement,  extraordinary  fafts  or  bloody  flagellation ;  and  dif-   ■     \   '  '■> 

obedience,  murmur,  or  delay,  were  ranked  in  the  catalogue  of  the 

moft  heinous  fins  ^^     A  blind  fubmifllon  to  the  commands  of  the 

abbot,  however  abfurd,  or  even  criminal,  they  might  feem,  was  the 

ruling  principle,  the  firfl  virtue  of  the  Egyptian  monks  j  and  their 

patience   was  frequently  exercifed  by  the  moft  extravagant  triab. 

They  were  direded  to  remove  an  enormous  rock;   afliduoufly  to 

water  a  barren  ftaff,  that  was  planted  In  the  ground,  till,  at  the  end 

of  three  years,  it  fhould  vegetate  and  bloflbm  like  a  tree  ;  to  walk 

into  a  fiery  furnace ;  or  to  caft  their  Infant  Into  a  deep  pond  :  and 

feveral  faints,  or  madmen,  have  been  Immortalized  in  monadic  ftory, 

by  their  thoughtlefs,  and  fearlefs,  obedience  ".     The  freedom  of  the 

mind,  the  fource  of  every  generous  and  rational  fentlment,  was  de- 

ftroyed  by  the  habits   of  credulity  and  fubmifllon  ;  and   the  monk, 

contra£ting   the  vices  of  a  flave,  devoutly  followed  the  faith  and 

paflions  of  his  ecclefiaftical  tyrant.     The  peace  of  the  eaftern  church 

was  invaded  by  a  fwarm  of  fanatics,  incapable  of  fear,  or  reafon,  or 

humanity ;  and  the  Imperial  troops  acknowledged,  without  fhame, 

of  the  monks  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  invented.     See  an  admirable  difcourfe  of  the 

centur)',  and  publifhed  in   the  feventeenth,  learned  Mabillon  (Oeuvres  Poilhumes,  torn, 

by  Lucas  Holllenius,  contains  thirty  different  ii-  p-    321 — 336.);    who,  on   this   occafion, 

rules  formen  and  women.  Of  thefe.feven  were  feems  to  be  infpired  by  the  genius  of  huma- 

compofed  in  Egypt,  one  in  the  Eall,   one  in  "ity.     For  fuch  an  effort,  I  can  forgive  his 

Cappadocia,  one  in  Italy,  one  in  Africa,  four  defence  of  the  holy   tear  of  \'endojne  (p. 

inSpain,  eight  in  Gaul,  or  Fr.^nce,  and  one  in  3^'"~3990* 

England.  "  Sulp.  Sever.  Dialog,  i.  12,  13.  p.  532, 

3'  The  rule  of  Columbanus,  fo  prevalent  &-'f-  CafTian,  Inftitut.  1.  iv.  c.  26,  27.    "  Prx- 

in  the  Weft,  inflias  one  hundred  laihes  for  "  cipua  ibi  virtus  et  prima  eft  obedientia." 

very  flight  offences    (Cod.  Reg.  part  ii.  p.  Among  the  Verba  feniorum  (in  Vit.  Patrum, 

174.).     Before  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  the  1.  v.  p.  617.),    the    fourteenth   libel   or  dif- 

abbots    indulged   themfelves  in    mutilating  courfe  is  on  the  fubjeft  of  obedience;  and  the 

their  monks,  or   putting  out   their   eyes;  a  Jefuit   Rofweyde,  who  publiflied  that  huge 

punifhment   much   lefs    cruel  than  the  tre-  volume  for  the  ufe  of  convents,  has  colleited 

mendous    "vaJi;   in  pace    (the    fubterraneous  all  the  fcattered  paffages  in  his   two  copious 

dungeon,  or  fepulchre),  which  was  afterwards  indexes.     ' 

3  U  2  that 
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C  H  A  P.    that  they  were   much  lefs   apprchcnfivc   of  an   encounter  with  the 
xxxvu.  ^         .33 

\ . 1    fierceft  Barbarians  \ 

Their  drefs  Supcrftition  has  often  framed  and  confecrated  the  fantaflic  garments 

tions,  of  the  monKs '" :  bur  their  apparent  fingularity  fometimes  proceeds 

from  their  uniform  attachment  to  a  fmiple  and  primitive  model, 
which  the  revolutions  of  fafhion  have  made  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind.  The  father  of  the  Benedidlines  exprefsly  difclaims  all  idea 
of  choice,  or  merit  ;  and  foberly  exhorts  his  difciples  to  adopt  the 
coarfe  and  convenient  drefs  of  the  countries  which  they  may  in- 
habit *°.  The  monaftic  habits  of  the  ancients  varied  with  the  climate, 
and  their  mode  of  life;  and  they  affumed,  with  the  fame  indifference, 
the  flieep-fkin  of  the  Egyptian  peafants,  or  the  cloak  of  the  Grecian 
philofophers.  They  allowed  themfelves  the  ufe  of  linen  in  Egypt, 
v.rhere  it  was  a  cheap  and  domeftic  manufadure  ;  but  in  the  Weft, 
they  rejected  fuch  an  expenfive  article  of  foreign  luxury  *'.  It  was 
the  practice  of  the  monks  either  to  cut  or  fhave  their  hair  ;  they 
wrapped  their  heads  in  a  cowl,  to  efcape  the  fight  of  profane  objedls  ; 
their  legs  and  feet  were  naked,  except  in  the  extreme  cold  of 
winter;  and  their  flow  and  feeble  ft:eps  were  fupported  by  a  long 
ftaff.  The  afpedt  of  a  genuine  anachoret  was  horrid  and  difgufting  : 
every  fenfation  that  is  ofFenfive  to  man,  was  thought  acceptable  to 
God ;  and  the  angelic  rule  of  Tabenne  condemned  the  falutary  cuftom 
of  bathing  the  limbs  in  water,  and  of  anointing   them   with  oil  *\ 

^^  Dr.   Jortln  (Remarks  on  Ecclefiaftical         ■*'  See  the  Rule   of  Ferreolus,  bifhop  of 

Hiftory,  vol.  iv.  p.   i6i.)  has  obfervcd  the  Ufez  (N°  31.   in  Cod.    Regul.   part  ii.  p.- 

fcandalous  valour  of  the  Cappadocian  monks,  136.),  and  of  Ifidore,  biihop  of  Seville   (N" 

which  was    exemplified  in  the  bani(hraent  of  13.  in  Cod.  Regul.  part  ii.  p.  214.). 
Chryfoftom.  *-  Some  partial  indulgences  were  granted 

^^  Caflian   has   fimply,   though  copioufly,  for   the  hands  and   feet.     "  Totum   autem 

defcribed  the  monaftic  habit  of  Egypt  (Inlli-  "  corpus  nemo  unguet  nifi  caufa  infirmitatis, 

tut.  1.  i.),  to  which  Sozomen  (1.  iii.   c.   14.)  "  nee    lavabitur    aqua    nude    corpore,    nifi 

attributes  fuch  allegorical  meaning  and  virtue.  "  languor  perfpicuus  fit."  (Regul.  Pachom. 

*°  Regul.  Benedict.  N°  55.  in  Cod.  Re-  xcii.  parti,  p.  78.) 
gul.  partii.  p.  51. 

The 
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The  auflere  monks  flept  on  the  ground,  on  a  hard  mat,  or  a  rouch    f^  H  A  P, 

^  >=>  ^  '  b         XXX  VI[. 

blanket ;  and  the  fame  bundle   of  palm-leaves  ferved  them  as  a  feat    <■     -.-  _/ 

in  the  day,  and  a  pillow  in  the   night.     Their   original   cells  were 

low  narrow  huts,  built  of  the  flightefl  materials ;  which  formed,  by 

the  regular  dlftribution   of  the  flreets,  a  large  and  populous  village, 

inclofmg,  within  the   common  wall,  a  church,  an  hofpital,  perhaps 

a  library,  fome  neceffary  offices,  a  garden,  and  a  fountain  or  rcfervoir 

of  frefh  wat^.     Thirty  or  forty  brethren  compofed  a  flimily  of  fe- 

parate  difcipline  and  diet ;  and  the  great  monafteries  of  Egypt  con- 

fifted  of  thirty  or  forty  families. 

Pleafure  and  guilt  are  fynonymous  terms  in  the  language  of  the  Their  diet. 
monks :  and  they  had  difcovered,  by  experience,  that  rigid  fafts, 
and  abftemious.  diet,  are  the  moft  effectual  prefervatives  againfl  the 
impure  defires  of  the  fleih  '*\  The  rules  of  abftinence,  which  they 
impofcd,  or  pradiled,  were  not  uniform  or  perpetual :  the  cheer- 
ful feftival  of  the  Pentecoft  was  balanced  by  the  extraordinaiy  mor- 
tification of  Lent ;  the  fervour  of  new  monafteries  was  infenfibly  re- 
laxed ;  and  the  voracious  appetite  of  the  Gauls  could  not  imitate 
the  patient,  and  temperate,  virtue  of  the  Egyptians  '**.  The  difciples 
of  Anthony  and  Pachomius  were  fatisfied  with  their  daily  pittance  *^,, 

*'  St.    Jerom,    in  ftrong,    but  indifcreet,  count  of  the  aerum  temperies,  and  the  quali— 

language,  exprefles  the  moft  important  ufe  of  tas    noftrje    fragilitatis     (Inftitut.    iv.    ii.). 

fafting   and  abftinence:   "  Non   quod  Deus  Among  the  vveftern  rules,  that  of  Columba- 

"  univerfitatis  Creator  etDomlnus,  inteftino-  nus  is  the  moft  auftere;  he    had  been   edu- 

"  num  noftrorumrugitu,  at  inanitate  ventris,  cated  amidft  the  poverty  of  Ireland,  as  rigid 

"  pulmonifque  ardore  deleftetur,  fed  quod  perhaps,  and  inflexible,  as  the  abftemious  vir- 

"  aliter  pudicitia  tuta  efle  non  poffit."   (Op.  tue  of  Egypt.     The  Rule  of  Ifidore  of  Seville 

torn.  i.  p.    137.   ad  Euftochium.)     See  the  is  the- mildeft  :  on  holidays  he  allows  the  ufe 

twelfth    and    twenty-fecond    Collations    of  of  flefli.  ' 

Caflian,  de  Cajiitate,  ixiA  de  Illufeonibus  Ncc-         ''^   "   Thofe   who    drink  only  water,  and 

turnis.  "  have  no  nutritious  liquor,  ought,  at  leaft, 

**  Edacitas  in  Grscis  gula  eft,  in  Gallis  "  to  have  a  pound  and  a  half  (^/w^z/^./cKr 

natura   (Dialog,  i.  c.  4.  p.  521.).       Caflian  "  ounces)   of  bread  every  day."       State  of. 

fairly  owns,  that  the  perfeft  model  of  abfti-  Prifons,  p.  40.  by  Mr.  Howard, 
nence  cannot  be  imitated  in   Gaul,  on  ac- 

of 
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of  twelve  ounces  of  bread,  or  rather  bifcult "',  which  they  divided 
into  two  frugal  repafts,  of  the  afternoon,  and  of  the  evening.  It 
was  efteemed  a  merit,  and  almoft  a  duty,  to  abftain  from  the  boiled 
vegetables,  which  were  provided  for  the  refedory  ;  but  the  extraor- 
dinary bounty  of  the  abbot  fometimes  indulged  them  with  the 
luxury  of  cheefe,  fruit,  fallad,  and  the  fmall  dried  filh  of  the  Nile"'. 
A  more  ample  latitude  of  fea  and  river  fifh  was  gradually  allowed  or 
affumed :  but  the  ufe  of  flefli  was  long  confined  to  the  fick  or  tra- 
vellers ;  and  when  it  gradually  prevailed  in  the  lefs  rigid  monafteries 
of  Europe,  a  fmgular  diftindtion  was  introduced;  as  if  birds,  whether 
•wild  or  domcftic,  had  been  lefs  profane  than  the  groffer  animals  of 
the  field.  Water  was  the  pure  and  innocent  beveridge  of  the  pri- 
mitive monks  ;  and  the  founder  of  the  Benedidines  regrets  the  daily 
portion  of  half  a  pint  of  wine,  which  had  been  extorted  from  him 
by  the  intemperance  of  the  age  *'.  Such  an  allowance  might  be  eafily 
fupplied  by  the  vineyards  of  Italy;  and  his  vidlorious  difciples,  who 
pafled  the  Alps,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Baltic,  required,  in  the  place  of 
wine,  an  adequate  compenfation  of  ftrong  beer  or  cyder- 

The  candidate  who  afpired  to  the  virtue  of  evangelical  poverty, 
abj\u-ed,  at  his  firft  entrance  into  a  regular  community,  the  idea, 
iind  even  the  name,  of  all  feparate,  or  exclufive,  pofleflion  "".     The 

brethren 


■**  See  Caflian.  Collat.  1.  H.  19,20,  21. 
The  fmall  loaves,  or  bifcuit,  of  fix  ounces 
each,  had  obtained  the  name  oi Paximacia 
(Rofweyde,  Onomallicon,  p.  1045.).  Pa- 
chomius,  however,  allowed  his  monks  feme 
latitude- in  the  quantity  of  their  food  ;  but  he 
made  them  work  in  proportion  as  they  eat 
(Pallad.  in  Hift.  Laufiac.  c.  38,  39.  in  Vit. 
patrum,  1.  viii.  P- 736,  737.). 

*'  See  the  banquet  to  which  Caflian  (Col- 
lation viii.   I.)  was  invited   by  Serenus,  an 
Egyptian  abbot. 
^*^  See  the  Rule  of  St.  Benedid,  N°  39, 


40.  (in  Cod.  Reg.  part  ii.  p.  41,  42.)  Li- 
cet legamus  vinum  omnino  monachorum  non 
effe,  fed  quia  noftris  temporibus  id  monachis 
perfuaderi  non  potell  ;  he  allows  them  a  Ro- 
man hemina,  a  meafure  which  may  be  afcer- 
tained  from  Arbuthnot's  Tables. 

*'  Suchexpreflions,  as  «_y  book,  my  cloak, 
my  Ihoes  (Caflian.  Inflitut.  1.  iv.  c.  13.), 
were  not  lefs  feverely  prohibited  among  the 
Weilern  monks  (Cod.  Regul.  partii.  p.  174. 
235.  2&8.)  ;  and  the  Rule  of  Columbanus 
punifhed  them  with  fix  laflies.  The  ironical 
author  of  the  Ordres  Monafijues,  who  laughs 

at 
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brethren  were  fupported  by  their  manual  labour ;  and  the  duty  of   C  H  A  P. 


labour  was  flrenuoufly  recommended  as  a  pennance,  as  an  excrciie, 
and  as  the  moft  laudable  means  of  fecuring  their  daily  fubfiftence '", 
The  garden,  and  fields,  which  the  induftry  of  the  monks  had  often 
refcued  from  the  foreft  or  the  morafs,  were  diligently  cultivated  !)y 
their  hands.  They  performed,  without  reludance,  the  menial  offices 
of  flaves  and  domeftics  ;  and  the  feveral  trades  that  were  neceflary  to 
provide  their  habits,  their  utenfils,  and  their  lodging,  were  exercifed 
witliin  the  precin£ls  of  the  great  monafteries.  The  monaftic  fludies; 
have  tended,  for  the  nioft  part,  to  darken,  rather  than  to  difpel,  the 
cloud  of  fuperftition.  Yet  the  curiofity  or  zeal  of  fome  learri'ed 
folitaries  has  cultivated  the  ecclefiaftical,  and  even  the  profane,  fci- 
ences :  and  pofterity  muft  gratefully  acknowledge,  that  the  rhonu- 
ments  of  Greek  and  Roman  literature  have  been  preferved  and  mul- 
tiplied by  their  indefatigable  pens  ''.  But  the  more  humble  Induftry 
of  the  monks,  efpcclally  in  Egypt,  was  contented  with  /he  lilent, 
fedentary,  occupation,  of  making  wooden  fandals,  or  of  fWifting  the 
leaves  of  the  palm-tree  into  mats  and  baikets.  The  fuperfluous 
ftock,  which  was  not  confumed  in  domeftic  ufe,  fupplied,  by  trade, 
the  wants  of  the  community  :  the  boats  of  Tabenne,  and  the  other 
monafteries  of  Thebais,  defcended  the  Nile  as  far  as  Alexandria ; 
and,  in  a  Chriftian  market,  the  fanftlty  of  the  workmen  might  eui^- 
hance  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  work. 

at  the  foolifh   nicety   of  modern  convents,  p.  47' — 55.)  has  collefled  many  curious  fads 

feems  ignorant  that  the  ancients  were  equally  tojuflify  the  literary  labours  of  his  prede- 

abfurd.  ceflbrs,  both  in  the   Eaft  and  Weft.     Books 

5°  Two  great  matters  of  ecclefiaftical  fcl-  were  copied    in   the    ancient   monafteries  of 

ence,theP.ThomalIin  (Difciplinedel'Eglife,  Egypt  (Caflian.  Inftitut.  1.   iv.  c.   12.),   and 

torn.  iii.  p.  1090— 1139.),  and  the  P.  Ma-  by  the  difciples  of  St.  Martin  (Sulp.  Sever, 

billon  (Etudes  Monaftiques,  torn.  i.  p.  1 16—  in  Vit.  Martin,  c.  7.  p.  473.).     Cafliodorius 

155, )i  have  ferioufly  examined   the    manual  hasallowed  an  ample  fcope  for  the  ftudies  of 

labour  of  the  monks,  which  the  former  con-  the  monks  ;  and  -vje  Ihall  not  be  fcandalized, . 

fiders  as  a  mcrii,  and  the  latter  as  a  dufj.  if  their  pen  fometimes  wandered  from  Chry- 

*'  Mabillon  (Etudes  Monaftiques,  torn.  i.  foftom  and  Auguftin,  to  Homer,  and  Virgil. 

.3:  But 
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c  H  A  P.        But  tlie  neceflity  of   manual  labour  was    infenfibly  fuperfoded. 
The  novice  was  tempted  to   bellow  his  fortune   on  the  faints,  in 


Their  riches. 


whofe  fociety  he  was  refolved   to   fpend   the  remainder  of  his  life  ; 
and  the  pernicious  indulgence  of  the  laws  permitted  him  to  receive, 
for  their  ufe,  any  future  acceffions  of  legacy  or  inheritance  '".     Me- 
knia  contributed  her  plate,  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  filver  ; 
and  Paula  contradtcd  an  immenfe  debt,  for  the  relief  of  their  fa- 
vourite monks  ;  who  kindly  imparted  the  merits  of  their  prayers  and 
pennance  to  a  rich  and  liberal  fmner  ".     Time  continually  increafed, 
and  accidents  could  feldom  diminilli,  the  eftates  of  the  popular  mo- 
nafteries,  which  fpread  over  the  adjacent  country  and  cities:  and,  in 
the  iirft  century  of  their  inftitution,  the  infidel  Zofimus  lias  mali- 
eioufly  obfcrved,  that,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  Chriftian  monks 
had  reduced  a  great  part  of  mankind  to  a  ftate  of  beggary'*.  As  long  as 
they  maintained  their  original  fervour,  they  approved  themfelves,  how- 
ever, the  faithful  and  benevolent  ftewards  of  the  charity,  which  was  en- 
trufted  to  their  care.    But  their  difcipline  was  corrupted  by  profperity : 
they  gradually  affumed  the  pride  of  wealth,  and  at  laft  indulged  the 
luxury  of  expence.     Their  public  luxury  might  be  excufed  by  the 
magnificence     of    religious   worfhip,    and    the   decent    motive    of 
erefting   durable   habitations   for  an  immortal  fociety.     But  every 
age  of  the  church  has  accufed  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  degenerate 
monks ;  who  no  longer  remembered  the  objed  of  their  inftitution, 

5*  ThomafTni  (Difcipline  de  rEglife,  torn.  "  If  to  God,  he  who  fufpends  the  moun- 

iii.  p.  118.  145,  146.  171  — 179.)  has  examin-  "  tains  in  a  balance,  need  not  be  informed 

ed  the  revolution  of  the  civil,  canon,  and  ".  of  the  weight  of  your  plate."  (Pallad.Hift. 

common,  law.     Modern  France  confirms  the  Laufiac.    c.  10.   in  the  Vit.   Patrum,    I.  viii. 

death  which  monks  have  inflidled  on  them-  p.  715.) 
felves,  and  juftly  deprives  them  of  all  right         '*  To  woXu  fisfo;  rr,?  y».:  uKtwratr-},  v^o^aa-u 

of  inheritance.  tm  i^irahootxt  iricna.    irruiX't;,    vanx^  {a;  tivti.) 

"  See  jerom  (torn.  i.  p.  176.  1S3.).     The  ■mux'^i  K.^-rarr,s'avri^.      Zofim.  J.   v.   p.  325. 

monk  Pambo  made  a  fubJime  anfwer  to  Me-  Yet  the  wealth  of  the  eallern  monks  was   far 

lania,  who  wifhed  to  fpecify  the  value  of  her  furpalTed   by  the  princely  greatnefs   of  the 

gift:  "  Do  you  offer  it  to  me,  or  to  God?  Benediflines. 

9  embraced 
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embraced  the  vain  and  fenfual  pleafurcs  of  the  world,  which  they  had 
renounced ",  and  fcandaloufty  abufed  the  riches  which  had  been 
acquired  by  the  auftere  virtues  of  their  founders '".  Their  natural 
defcent,  from  fuch  painful  and  dangerous  virtue,  to  the  common 
vices  of  humanity,  will  not,  perhaps,  excite  much  grief  or  indigna- 
tion in  the  mind  of  a  philofopher. 

The  lives  of  the  primitive  monks  were  confumed  in  penance  and  Their  foli- 
folitude ;  undifturbed  by  the  various  occupations  which  fill  the 
time,  and  exercife  the  faculties,  of  reafonable,  adlive,  and  fecial 
beings.  Whenever  they  were  permitted  to  ftep  beyond  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  monaflery,  two  jealous  companions  were  the  mutual 
guards  and  fpies  of  each,  other's  adlions  ;  and,  after  their  return,  they 
were  condenmed  to  forget,  or,  at  lead,  to  fupprefs,  whatever  they 
had  feen  or  heard  in  the  Avorld.  Strangers,  who  profeffed  the  ortho- 
dox faith,  were  hofpitably  entertained  in  a  feparate  apartment ;  but 
their  dangerous  converfation  was  reftrided  to  fome  chofen  elders  of 
approved  difcretion  and  hdelity.  Except  in  their  prefence,  the  mo- 
naftlc  flave  might  not  receive  the  vifits  of  his  friends  or  kindred  ;  and 
it  was  deemed  highly  meritorious,  if  he  afflid:ed  a  tender  filler,  or  an 
aged  parent,  by  the  oblllnate  refufal  of  a  word  or  look  ".  The  monks 
themfelves  pafled  their  lives,  without  perfonal  attachments,  among  a 
crowd,  which  had  been  formed  by  accident,  and  was  detained,  in  the 
fmieprifon,  by  force  or  preju-dice.    Reclufe  fanatics  have  few  ideas  or 

^^  The  fixth  general  council  (the  Quinl-         ^^  I  have  fomewhere  heard  or  read  the 

fext  in  Trullo,   Canon  xlvii.    in    Beveridge,  frank    confellion    of    a   Benediftine    abbot: 

torn.  i.  p.   213.)  reftrains   women  from  pafl"-  "  My  vow  of  poverty  has  given  me  an  hun- 

ing  the  night  in  a  male,  or  men  in  a  female,  "  dred  thoufand  crowns  a  year  ;  my  vow  of 

monaflery.    The  feventh  general  council  (the  "  obedience  has  raifcd  me  to  the  rank  of  a 

fecond  Nicene,  canon xx.  in  Ceveridgc,  tom.  "  fovercign   prince." — I   forget  the  confe- 

i.  p.  325.)  prohibits  the  ereflion  of  double  or  quenccs  of  his  vow  of  chaftity. 
promifcuoiis  monaRerles  of  both  fcxcs ;   but         "  Pier,  an    Egyptian  monk,  allowed  his 

it  appears  from  Balfamon,  that  the  prohibi-  filler  to  fee  him  ;  but  he  fhut  his  eyes  during 

tion  was  not  eftcftual.  On  the  irregular  plea,  the  whole  vifit.     See  Vit.  Patrum,  1.  iii.  p. 

furcs  and  expenccs  of  the  clergy  and  monk,  504.    Many  fuch  CKamples  might  be  added, 
.fee  ThomaiTin,  tom.  iii.  p.  1334—1368. 

Vol.  \\i^  3  X  fentimentp 
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CHAP,    fentlments  to  communicate  :  a  fpecial  licence  of  the  abbot  reguktedthc 
XXXVII.  ^  J" 

' u '    time  and  duration  of  their  familiar  vifits  ;    and,  at  their  filent  meals^ 

they  were  enveloped  in  their  cowls,  inacceffible,  and  almoft  invifible, 
to  each  other  ^\  Study  is  the  refource  of  folitude:  but  education  had  not! 
prepared  and  qualified  for  any  liberal  ftudies  the  mechanics  and  pea- 
fants,  who  filled  the  monaftic  communities.  They  might  work :  but 
the  vanity  of  fpiritual  perfedtron  was  tempted  to  difdaiu  the  exercife 
of  manual  labour ;  and  the  induftry  muft  be  faint  and  languid,  which 
is  not  excited  by  the  fenfe  of  perfonal  intereft. 
Their  devo-  According   to   their   faith    and    zeal,    they    might    employ   the 

fiona.  day,  which  they  paffed  in    their  cells,    either  in  vocal    or   mental 

prayer:  they  aflembled  in  the  evening,  and  they  were  awaken- 
ed in  the  night,  for  the  public  worlliip  of  the  monaftery.  The 
preclfe  moment  was  determined  by  the  ftars,  which  are  feldom  cloud- 
ed in  the  ferene  fty  of  Egypt ;  and  a  ruilic  horn,  or  trumpet,  the 
fignal  of  devotion,  twice  interrupted  the  vaft  filence  of  the  defert ''. 
Even  fleep,  the  laft  refuge  of  the  unhappy,  was  rigoroufly  meafured: 
the  vacant  hours  of  the  monk  heavily  rolled  along,  without  bufi- 
nefs  or  pleafure  ;  and,  before  the  clofe  of  each  day,  he  had  re- 
peatedly accufed  the  tedious  progrefs  of  the  Sun  ''^.  In-  this  com- 
fortlefs  ftate,  fuperftition  ftill  purfued  and  tormented  her  wretched 
votaries*'.     The   repofe  which  they  had  fought  in  the  cloifter  was 

"  The  yth,  8th,   29th,   30th,    31ft,   34th,  /ighed  to  find  himfelf  .ilone.   Sxpiufque  egre- 

57th,  60th,  86th,  and  95th  articles  of  the  Rule  ditur  et  ingreditur  cellam,  et  Solem  velut  ad 

of  Pachomius,  impofe  moft  intolerable /aouj  of  occaAim  tardius  properantem  crebrius  intue- 

filence  and  mortification.  tur  (Inftitut.  x.  1.). 

5'  The  diurnal   and   nofiurnal   prayers  of        '''  The  temptations  and  fufferings  of  Sta- 

the  monks  are  copioufly  difcuiled  by  Caffian  girius  were  communicated  by  that   unfortu- 

in  the  third  and  fourth  books   of  his  Inftitu-  nate  youth  to  his  friend  St.  Chryfoftom.    See 

tions  ;  and  he  conftantly  prefers  the  liturgy,  IVtiddleton's   Works,  vol.   i.    p.    107  —  110. 

which   an    angel    had    didated   to  the  mo-  Something  fimilar  introduces  the  life  of  every 

cafteries  of  Tabenne.  faint;  and   the  famous  Inigo,    or  Ignatius, 

''°  Caflim,  from  his  own  experience,   de-  the  founder  of  the   Jefaits   (Vie  d'Inigo  de 

fcribes  the  acei/ia,  or  liftlefihefs  of  mind  and  Guipofcoa,  torn.  i.  p.  29—38.)  may  ferve  as 

body^  to  which  a  monk  was  expofed,  wlien  he  a  memorable  example. 

5  difturbed 
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iliRur'l)ed  by  tardy  repentance,   profane  doubts,  and  guilty  defires ;    ^  H  A  P. 

A.AA\li. 

and,  while  they  conudered  each  natural  impulfe  as  an  unpardonable  ^  — ,—  ._' 
iin,  they  perpetually  trembled  on  the  edge  of  a  flaming  and  bottom- 
Icfs  abyfs.  From  the  painful  flruggles  of  difeafe  and  defpair,  thefe 
unhappy  victims  were  fometimes  relieved  by  madnefs  or  death  ; 
and,  in  the  fixth  century,  an  hofpital  was  founded  at  Jerufalem  for  a 
fmall  portion  of  the  auftere  penitents,  who  were  deprived  of  their 
fenfes  ^'.  Their  vifions,  before  they  attained  this  extreme  and  ac- 
knowledged term  of  frenzy,  have  afforded  ample  materials  of  fu- 
pernatural  hiftory.  It  wms  their  firm  perfuafion,  that  the  air,  which 
t^ey  breathed,  was  peopled  with  invifible  enemies;  with  innumerable 
daemons,  who  watched  every  occafion,  and  affumed  every  form,  to 
terrify,  and  above  all  to  tempt,  their  unguarded  virtue.  The  ima- 
gination, and  even  the  fenfes,  were  deceived  by  the  illufions  of  dif- 
tempered  fanaticifm  ;  and  the  hermit,  whofe  midnight  prayer  was 
opprelTed  by  involuntary  flumber,  might  eafily  confound  the  phan- 
toms of  horror  or  delight,  which  had  occupied  his  ileeping,  and  his 
waking  dreams  "^^ 

.    The  monks  were  divided   into  two  clafles  :  the    Ctxnobites,  who  The  Cceno- 
lived  under  a  common,  and  regular,  difcipline ;  and  the  AnacboretSy  Anachorets. 
who  indulged  their  unfocial,  independent,  fanaticifm  *\     The  mofl 
devout,  or  the  moil  ambitious,  of  the  fpiritual  brethren,  reaounced 

**  Fleury,  Hift.  Ecclefiaftique,    torn.  vii.  The  devils  were  mofl;  formidable  in  a  female 

p.  46.     I  have  read  fomewhere,  in  the  Vita  Ihape. 

Patrum,  but  I  cannot  recover  the  place,  that  *■*•  For  the  diftinflion  of  the  Ciriiohites  and 

/everal,  I   believe  many,  of  the  monks,  who  the  Hermits,  efpecially  in  Egypt,  fee  Jerom 

did  not  reveal  their  temptations  to  the  abbot,  (tom.  i.  p.  45.  ad  Rufl;icum),  the   firfl  Dia- 

became  guilty  of  fuicide.  logue  of  Sulpicius  Severus,  Rufinus  (c.  22. 

*^  See  the  feventh  and  eighth   Collations  in  Vit.  Patrum,  I.  ii.  p.  478.),  Palladius  (c. 

of  Caffian,  who  gravely  examines,  why  the  7.  6g.  in  Vit.  Patrum,  1.  viii.  p.  712.  758.), 

dasmons    were   grown    lefs    adlive    and    nu-  and  above  all,  the  eighteenth  and  nineteentli 

merous,  fince  the  time  of  St.  Antony.     Rof-'  Collations  of  Caflian.     Thefe   writers,   who 

weyde's  copious  index  to    the  Vit;e  Patrum  compare  the  common,  and  folitary,  life,  re- 

sviil  point  out  a  variety  of  infernal  fcenes.  veal  the  abufe  and  danger  of  the  lattei\ 

3X2  the 
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CHAP,    the  convent,  as  they  had  renounced  the  world.    The  fervent  mona- 

XXXVII. 
*•    -, •'    fteries  of  Egypt,  Paleftine,  and  Syria,  were  furrounded  by  a  Laura  *', 

a  diftant  circle  of  folitary  cells  ;  and  the  extravagant  penance  of  the 
Hermits  was  ftiniulated  by  applaufe  and  emulation ".  They  funk 
under  the  painful  weight  of  crofles  and  chains  ;  and  their  emaciated 
limbs  were  confined  by  collars,  bracelets,  gauntlets,  and  greaves,  of 
maffy,  and  rigid,  iron.  All  fupcrfluous  incumbrance  of  drefs  they 
contemptuoufly  caft  away ;  and  fome  favage  faints  of  both  fexes 
have  been  admired,  whofe  naked  bodies  were  only  covered  by  their 
long  hair.  They  afpired  to  reduce  themfelves  to  the  rude  and  mifer- 
able  ftate  in  which  the  human  brute  is  fcarcely  diftinguiflied  above 
his  kindred  animals:  and  a  numerous  kCt  of  Anachorets  derived  their 
name  from  their  humble  pra£tice  of  grazing  in  the  fields  of  Mefo- 
potamia  with  the  common  herd  '\  They  often  ufurped  the  den  of 
fome  wild  beaft  whom  they  affeded  to  refemble ;  they  buried  them- 
felves in  fome  gloomy  cavern,  which  art  or  nature  had  fcooped  out 
of  the  rock ;  and  the  marble  quarries  of  Tlaebais  are  fi:ill  infcribed 
with  the  monuments  of  their  penance  ^'.  The  moft  perfedl  Hermits  are 
fuppofed  to  have  pafled  many  days  without  food,  many  nights  with- 
out fleep,  and  many  years  without  fpeaking  ;  and  glorious  was  the 
?na>i  (I  abufe  that  name)  who  contrived  any  cell,  or  feat,  of  a  pecu- 
Uar  conftrudion,  which  might  expofe  him,  in  the  mofl:  inconvenient 
pofture,  to  the  inclemency  of  the  feafons. 

*'  Suicer.  Thefaur.  Ecclefiad.  torn.  ii.  p.  *'  Sozomen,  I.  vi.  c.  33.     The  great  St. 

205.218.    Thomaffin  (Difcipline  de  I'Eglife,  Ephrem  compofed  apanegyric  on  thefei3o£7zo/, 

torn.  i.  p.  1501,  1502.)  gives  a  good  account  ^^  grazing  monks  (Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef. 

of  thefe  cells.     When  Gerafimus  founded  his  ...                 , 

,  ...  ^         ^    -        .  .         torn.  Till.   p.   2QZ.). 

monaftery,  in   the   wilderneis   of   Jordan,  it  r      y     1 

was  accompanied  by  a  Laura  of  feventy  cells.         *'  ^heP.  Sicard  (Miflionsdu  Levant,  torn. 

**  Theodoret,  in  a  large  volume  (the  Phi-  »•  P-  217— 233.)  examined  the  caverns  of  the 

lotheus  in  Vit.  Patrum,  L  ix.  p.  793 — 863.)  Lower  Thebais,  with  wonder  and  devotion. 

has  collefted  the  lives  and  miracles  of  thirty  The  infcriptions  are  in   the  old  Syriac  cha- 

Anachorets.     Evagrius   (1.  i.  c.    12.)   more  ^^^^^^  which  was  ufed  by  the  Chriflians  of 

briefly  celebrates  the  monks  and   hermits  of    .t^,    n-   ■ 

'  Habyflinia. 

Palelbne. 

6  Among^ 
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Among  tliefe  heroes  of  the  monaflic  life,  the  name  and  genius  of   ^  ^^  ^,  ''• 

yv  A.  A,  V  11. 

Simeon  Stylites  '^  have  been  immortaUzed  by  the  fmgular  invention    ■ — 0 

of  an  aerial  pennance.     At  the   age  of  thirteen,  the  young  Syrian   stylites. 

deferted  the  profefTion  of  a  fliepherd,  and  threw  hlmfelf  into  an  ^;,    "  ^''^^ 

auftere  monaftery.     After  a  long   and  painful   noviciate,  in  which 

Simeon  was  repeatedly  faved  from  pious   fuicide,  he  eftablifhed  his 

refidence  on  a  mountain,  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  Eaft  of 

Antioch.     Within  the  fpace   of  a  viatidra^  or   circle   of  flones,    to 

which  he  had  attached  himfelf  by  a  ponderous  chain,  he  afcended  a 

column,  which  was  fucceflively  raifed  from  the   height  of  nine,  to 

that  of  fixty,  feet,  from  the  ground  '°.     In  this  laft,  and  lofty,  fta- 

tion,  the  Syrian  Anachoret  refilled  the  heat  of  thirty  fummers,  and 

the  cold  of  as  many  winters.     Habit  and  exercife  inftrudicd  him  to 

maintain  his  dangerous  fituation  without  fear  or  giddinefs,  and  fuc- 

eelTively  to  afTume  the  different  poftures  of  devotion;     He  fometimes 

prayed  in  an  ercft  attitude,  with  his  out-ftretched  arms,  in  the  figure 

of  a  crofs ;  but  his  moft  familiar  pradlice  was  that  of  bending   his 

meagre  fkeleton  from  the  forehead  to  the  feet :  and  a  curious  fpec- 

tator,  after  numbering  twelve  hundred  and  forty-four  repetitions,  at 

length  defifted  froni  the  endlefs  account.     The  progrefs  of  an  ulcer 

in  his  thigh  "  might  Ihorten,  but  it  could  not  difburb,  this  cdejilal 

life ;  and  the  patient  Hermit  expired,  without  defcending  from  his 

column.     A  prince,    who  fhould  capricioully  inflid:   fuch  tortures, 

■would  be  deemed    a  tyrant ;    but  it  would   furpafs  the  power  of 

*'  See  Theodoret  (in  Vit.  Patrum.  I.  ix.  chiteflure.     The  people  who  faw  it  from  be- 

p.    848  —  854.),     Antony  (in  Vit.   Patrum,  low  might  be  eafily  deceived. 

1.  i.   p.   170 — 177-)'  Cofmas  (in  Afleman.  ''  I  muft  not  conceal  a  piece  of  ancient 

Bibliot.   Oriental,    torn.    i.    p.  239—253.),  fcandal  concerning  the  origin   of  this  ulcer. 

Evagrius   (1.  i.  c.    13,   14.),  and  Tillemont.  It  has  been  reported  that  the  Devil,  aflumino- 

(Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xv.  p.  347—392.).  an  angelic  form,  invited  him  to  afcend,  like 

'"  The  narrow  circumference  of  two  cubits,  Elijah,  into  a  fiery  chariot.     The   faint  too 

or  three   feet,  which  Evagrius  afligns  for  the  haftily  raifed  his  foot,  and  Satan  feized  the 

fummit  of  the  column,  is  inconfiltcnt  with  moment  of  inflifting  this  chaftifement  on  his 

reafon,  with  fads,  and  with  the  rules  of  ar-  vanity. 

a  tvrant. 
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CHAP,    a   tyrant,    to   impofc    a    lone;    and   miferable   exiftcnce   on   the   rc- 
iL     .-     '    ludant  viaims  of  his  cruelty.      This    voluntary   martyrdom   muft 
have  gradually  deftroyed  the  fenfibilky  both  of  the  mind  and  body; 
nor   can    it   be  prefumed   that    the    fanatics,   who   torment    them- 
felves,  are  fufceptible   of  any   Hvely  affedion  for  the  reft  of  man- 
kind.    A  cruel  unfeeling  temper   has   diftinguiflied   the  monks  of 
every  age   and   country :  their  ftcrn   indifference,  which  is  feldom 
mollified   by  perfonal   friendfliip,  is   inflamed  by  religious   hatred^ 
and  their  mercilefs  zeal  has  ftrenuoufly  adminiftered  the  holy  office 
ctf"  the  Inquifitioru 
Miracles  and       The  monaftic  faints,  who  excite  only  the  contempt  and  pity  of  a 
th°e  monks,      philofopher,  were  refpeded,  and  almoft  adored,  by  the  prince  and 
people.     Succeffive  crowds  of  pilgrims  from  Gaul  and  India  faluted 
the  divine  pillar  of  Simeon  :  the  tribes  of  Saracens  difputed  in  arms 
the  honour   of  his  benedidtion;  the   qxieens  of  x^rabia   and  Perfia 
gratefully  confeffed  his  fupernatiiral  virtue;  and  the  angelic  Hermit 
was  confulted  by  the  younger  Theodofius,  in   the   moft   important 
concerns  of  the  church  and  ftate.     His  remains  were  tranfported  from 
the  mountain  of  Teleniffa,  by  a  folemn  proceffion  of  tiie  patriarch, 
the  mafter-general  of  the  Eaft,  fix  bifhops,  tv/enty-one  counts   or 
tribunes,  and  lix  thoufand  foldiers ;  and  Antioch  re\^ered  his  bones, 
as  her  glorious  ornament  and  impregnable  defence.     The  fame  of 
the  apoftles  and  martyrs  was  gradually  eclipfed  by  thefe  recent  and 
popular  Anachorets ;  the  Chriftian  world  fell  proftrate  before  their 
fhrines ;  and  the  miracles  afcribed  to  their  relics  exceeded,  at  leaft 
in  number  and  duration,  the  fpiritual  exploits  of  their  lives.     But 
the  golden  legend  of  their  lives  '*  was  embelliflied  by  the  artful  cre- 

''^  I  know  rot  how  to  feleft  or  fpecify  the  of  St.  Martin.      He  reveres  the  monks  of 

miracles  contained  in  the^F/V^f  Patrum  of  Rof-  Egypt ;  yet  he  infults  them  with  the  remark, 

wevde,  as  the  number  very  much  exceeds  the  that  ihey  never  raifed  the  dead  ;  whereas  the 

thoufand   pages  of  that    voluminous  work,  iiifliop  of  Tours  had  reflored  three  dead  men 


An  elegant  ipecimen   may  be  found  in  the     to  lile. 
Dialogues  of  Salprcius  Severus,  and  his  life 


dulity 
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Jiillty  of  their  intercfted    brethren;  and  a  believing  age  was  eafily    ^  H^'^  ^• 

perfuadcd,  that   the  flightefl  caprice   of  an    Egyptian   or   a  Syrian    '^ ,~..^ 

monk,  had  been  fufficient  to  interrupt  the  eternal  laws  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  The  favourites  of  Heaven  were  accuftomed  to  cure  inveterate 
difeafes  with  a  touch,  a  word,  or  a  diftant  meflage  ;  and  to  expel  the 
moft  obflinate  daemons  from  the  fouls,  or  bodies,  which  they  pof- 
feffed.  They  fimiharly  accofted,  or  imperioufly  commanded,  the 
lions  and  farpents  of  the  defcrt;  infufed  vegetation  into  a  faplefs 
trunk;  fufpended  iron  on  the  furface  of  the  water;  pafTed  the  Nile 
on  the  back  of  a  crocodile,  and  refrefhed  themfelves  in  a  fiery  fur- 
nace. Thefe  extravagant  tales,  which  difplay  the  fiftion,  without 
the  genius,  of  poetry,  have  ferioufly  affedled   the  reafon,  the  faith, 

and  the  morals,  of  the  Chriftians.     Their  credulity  debafed  and  viti-   Superfliticn 
1  r       1  •  r    1  •  '  of  the  age. 

ated  the  faculties  of  the  mind  :  they  corrupted  the  evidence  of  hif- 

tory ;  and  fuperftition  gradually  extinguifhed  the  hoftile  light  of 
philofophy  and  fcience.  Every  mode  of  religious  worfhip  which  had 
been  praftifed  by  the  faints,  every  myfterious  dodtrine  which  they 
believed,  was  fortified  by  the  fandion  of  divine  revelation,  and  ail 
the  manly  virtues  were  opprefTed  by  the  fervile  and  pufillanimous 
reign  of  the  monks.  If  it  be  poffible  to  meafure  the  interval,  be- 
tween the  philofophic  writings  of  Cicero  and  the  facred  legend  of 
Theodoret,  between  the  character  of  Cato  and  that  of  Simeon,  we 
may  appreciate  the  memorable  revolution  which  was  accomplifhed 
in  the  Roman  empire  within  a  period  of  five  hundred  years. 

II.  The  progrefs  of  Chriftianity  has  been  marked  by  two  glorious  n.  Convert 
and  decifive  viftories:  over  the  learned  and  luxurious  citizens  of  the  p°''°!.T"'^ 
Roman  empire  ;    and  over  the  warlike  Barbarians  of  Scythia  and   ''~^- 
Germany,  who  fubverted  the  empire,  and  embraced  the  religion,  of 
the  Romans.     The  Goths  were  the  foremoft  of  thefe  flivage  profe- 
Wtes ;  and  the  nation  was  indebted  for  its  converfion  to  a  country- 
man, or,  at  leafl,  to   a  fiibjed,    worthy  to  be  ranked  among  the 

inventors- 
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■Ulpliilas, 
apoftle  of 
the  Goths, 
A.  D.  360, 


inventors  of  ufefnl  arts,  who  have  defei'ved  the  remembrance  and 
gratitude  of  pofterity.  A  great  number  of  Roman  provincials  had 
been  led  away  into  captivity  by  the  Gothic  bands,  who  ravaged  Afia 
in  the  time  of  Gallienus:  and  of  thefe  captives,  many  were  Chrif- 
tians,  and  feveral  belonged  to  the  ecclefiaftical  order.  Thofe  invof 
iuntary  miffionaries,  difperfed  as  flaves  in  the  villages  of  Dacia, 
iiicceffively  laboured  for  the  falvation  of  their  mafters.  The  feeds, 
which  they  planted  of  the  evangelic  dod:rine,  were  gradually  propa- 
gated ;  and,  before  the  end  of  a  century,  the  pious  work  was  atchieved 
by  the  labours  of  Ulpliilas,  whofe  anceftors  had  been  tranfported  be- 
yond the  Danube  from  a  fmall  town  of  Cap^adocia. 

Ulphilas,  the  billiop  and  apoftle  of  the  Goths  ",  acquired  their 
love  and  reverence  by  his  blamelefs  life  and  indefatigable  zeal ;  and 
they  received,  with  implicit  confidence,  the  dodrines  of  truth  and 
virtue,  which  he  preached  and  pra£tifed.  He  executed  the  arduous 
tafk  of  tranflating  the  Scriptures  into  their  native  tongue,  a  dialedl 
of  the  German,  or  Teutonic,  language  ;  but  he  prudently  fupprefled 
■the  four  books  of  Kings,  as  they  might  tend  to  irritate  the  fierce 
and  fanguinary  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians.  Tlie  rude,  imperfed:,  idiom 
of  foldiers  and  lliepherds,  fo  ill-qualllied  to  communicate  any  fpiri- 
tual  ideas,  was  improved  and  modulated  by  his  genius;  and  Ulphi- 
las, before  he  could  frame  his  verfion,  was  obliged  to  compofe  a 
new  alphabet  of  twenty-four  letters ;  four  of  which  he  invented,  to 
cxprefs  the  peculiar  founds  that  were  unknown  to  the  Greek,  and 
Latin,  pronunciation  ".      But  the    profperous   ftate  of  the   Gothic 


''^  On  the  fiibjefl  of  Ulphilas,  and  the 
converfion  of  the  Goths.  See  Sczomen,  ]. 
vi.  c.  37.  Socrates,  1.  iv.  c.  33.  Theo- 
tioret,  1.  iv.  c.  37.  'Philollorg.  1.  ii.  c.  5. 
The  herafy  of  Philoftorgius  appears  to  have 
^iven  him  fupeiior  means  of  information. 

'*  A  mutilated  copy  of  the  four  Gofpels, 
in  the  Gothic  verfion,  was  publifhed  A.  D. 
.1O65,  and  is  elleemed  the  moll  ancient  mo- 


nument of  the  Teutonic  language,  though 
Wetftein  attempts,  by  fome  frivolous  conjei- 
tures,  to  deprive  Ulphilas  of  the  fionour  of 
the  work.  Two  of  the  four  additional  let- 
ters exprefs  the  !7',  and  our  own  Ti.  See 
Simon.  Hift.  Critique  du  Nouveau  Tef- 
tament,  tom.   ii.  p.   219  —  223.     Mill.  Pro- 


lejroi: 


edit.    Kufter.      Wetftein, 


Proic^cra.  tom.  i.  p.  114. 


church 
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church  was  foon  afflidted  by  war  and  intefline  difcord,  and  tlie  chief-    C  H  A  ]'. 

XXXVJi 
tains  were  divided  by  religion  as  well  as  by  intereft.     Fritigern,  the     >w— v~_^ 

friend  of  the  Romans,  became  the  profelyte  of  Ulphilas;  while  the 
haughty  foul  of  Afhanaric  difdained  the  yoke  of  the  empire,  and  of 
the  Gofpel.     The  faitli  of  the  new  converts  was  tried  by  the  perfe- 
cution   which  he   excited.     A  waggon,   bearing   aloft  the  fhapelel* 
image,  of  Thor,  perhaps,  or  of  Woden,  was  conduced  in   folemn 
proceffion   through   the  ftrcets  of  the  camp ;    and  the  rebels,  who 
refufed  to  worfliip  the  God  of  their  fathers,  were  immediately  burnt, 
with  their  tents   and  families.     The    charader  of  Ulphilas  recom- 
mended him  to  the  efteem  of  the  Eallern  court,  where  he  twice  ap- 
peared as  the  minifter  of  peace  ;  he  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  diftrefled 
Goths,  who  implored  the   protection  of  Valcns  ;  and  the  name  of 
Mofes  was  applied  to  this  fpiritual  guide,  who  conduded  his  people, 
through  the  deep  waters  of  the  Danube,  to  the  Land  of  Promife ''. 
The  devout  fhepherds,  who  were  attached  to  his  perfon,  and  tradable 
to  his  voice,  acquiefced  in  their  fettlement,  at  the  foot  of  the  Msefian 
mountains,  in   a  country   of  woodlands   and   paftures,    which  fup- 
ported  their  flocks  and  herds,  and  enabled  them    to   purchafe    the 
corn   and  wine   of  the   more  plentiful  provinces.     Thefe  harmlefs 
Barbarians  multiplied,  in  obfcure  peace,  and  the  profeflion  of  Chrifti- 
anity  '\ 

Their  fiercer  brethren,  the  formidable  Vifigoths,  univerfally  adopt-  The  Goths, 
ed  the  religion  of  the  Romans,  with  whom  they  maintained  a  per-   Burgiindi- 
petual  intercourfe,  of  war,  of  friendfhip,  or  of  conqueft.     In  their   '*"^'  '■'^'^• 

lone:  and  vidorious  march  from  the  Danube  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,   t-^hriflianity, 
°  .  '    A.  D.  400, 

&:c. 

"  Philoftorgius  erroneoufly  places  this  paf-     picture   of  thefe   Icfler    Goths.      Gothi   Mi- 

fage  under  the  reign  of  Conilantine  ;   but  I     nores,  populus  iminenfus,  cum  fuo  Pontifice 

am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  it  preceded     ipfoque  primate   W'ulfila.     The  laJt    words, 

die  gre.it  emigration.  if  they  are  not  mere  tautology,  imply  fome 

1^  We  are  obligeil  to  Jornandes   (de  Rcb.     temporal  jurifdiftion. 
Get.  c.  51.  p.  6SS.)  for  a  fhort  and  lively 

Vol.  hi.  3  Y  they 
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CHAP,    they  converted  their  alUes  ;  they  educated  the  rifing  generation;  and 
the  devotion  which  reigned  in  the  camp  of  Alaric,  or  the  court  of 
Thouloufe,  might  edify,  or  difgrace,  the  palaces  of  Rome  and  Con- 
ftantinople ".     During  the  fame  period,  Chriftianity  was  embraced 
by  almoft  all  the  Barbarians,  who  eftablifhed  their  kingdoms  on  the 
ruins  of  the  Weftern  empire;  the  Burgundians  in  Gaul,  the  Suevi 
in  Spain,  the  Vandals  in  Africa,  the  Oftrogoths  in   Pannonia,  and 
the  various  bands  of  Mercenaries,  that  raifed  Odoacer  to  the  throne 
of  Italy.     The  Franks  and  the  Saxons  ftill  perfevered  in  the  errors 
of  Paganifm;  but  the  Franks  obtained  the  monarchy  of  Gaul  by  their 
fubmiflion  to  the  example  of  Clovis ;   and  the  Saxon  conquerors  of 
Britain  were  reclaimed  from  their  favage  fuperftition  by  the  miffion- 
aries  of  Rome.      Thefe  Barbarian  profelytes  difplayed  an  ardent  and 
fuccefsful  zeal  in   the  propagation   of  the  faith.     The  Merovingian 
kings,  and  their  fucceffors,  Charlemagne  and  the  Othos,  extended, 
by  their  laws  and  victories,  the  dominion  of  the   crofs.     England 
produced  the  apoftle  of  Germany;   and  the  evangelic  light  was  gra- 
dually diffufed  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  nations 
of  the  Elbe,  the  Viftula,  and  the  Baltic  '\. 

Motives  of  The  different  motives  which  influenced  the  reafon,  or  the  paf- 

fions,  of  the  Barbarian  converts,  cannot  eafily  be  afcertained.  They 
were  often  capricious  and  accidental ;  a  dream,  an  omen,  the  report 
of  a  miracle,  the  example  of  fome  prieft,  or  hero,  the  charms  of  a 
believing  wife,  and  above  all,  the  fortunate  event  of  a  prayer,  or 
vow,  which,  in  a  moment  of  danger,  they  had  addrefled  to  the  God 
of  the  Chriftians  ".     The  early  prejudices  of  education  were  infen- 

"    At  non    ita   Gothi  non   ita  Vandali;  jecl  would  afford  materials  for  an  ecclefiaftU 

malis licet  docloribusinftituti,  meliores  tamen  cal,  and  even  philofophical,  hiilory. 

eiiam  in  hac  parte  quam  noftri.     Salvian  de  '^  To  fiich   a  caufe   has   Socrates    (!.  vii. 

Gubern.  Dei,  1.  vii.  p.  243.  c.  30.)   afcribed  the   converfion  of  the  Bur- 

'^  Mofheira  has  /lightly  iketched  the  pro-  gundiaiis,  whofe  Chriilian  piety  is  celebrated 

grefs  of  Chriftianity  in  the  North,   from  the  by  Orofius  (I.  vii,  c.  19.). 


their  faith. 


fgiirth.  to  the  fourteenth  century.     The  fob- 


Sbly 
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fibly  erazed  by  the  habits  of  frequent  and  familiar  fociety ;  (he  moral    CHAP. 
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precepts  of  the  Gofpel  were  protedied  by  the  extravagant  virtues  of 
the  monks;  and  a  fpiritual  theology  was  fupported  by  the  vifiblc 
power  of  relics,  and  the  pomp  of  religious  worfliip.  But  the  rational 
and  ingenious  mode  of  perfuafion,  which  a  Saxon  bifhop  *°  fuggeftcd 
to  a  popular  faint,  might  fometimes  be  employed  by  the  miflionaries, 
who  laboured  for  the  converfion  of  infidels.  "  Admit,"  fays  the 
fagacious  difputant,  "  whatever  they  are  plcafed  to  affert  of  the  fabu- 
"  lous,  and  carnal,  genealogy  of  their  gods  and  goddeffes,  who  arc 
"  propagated  from  each  other.  From  this  principle  deduce  their 
"  imperfedl  nature,  and  human  infirmities,  the  aflurance  they  were 
*'  born^  and  the  probability  that  they  will  d'le.  At  what  time,  by 
"  what  means,  from  what  caufe,  were  the  eldeft  of  the  gods  or  god- 
"  deffes  produced  ?  Do  they  ftill  continue,  or  have  they  ceafed,  to 
"  propagate  ?  If  they  have  ceafed,  fummon  your  antagonifts  to  de- 
*'  clare  the  reafon  of  this  flrange  alteration.  If  they  ftill  continue, 
"  the  number  of  the  gods  muft  become  infinite ;  and  fhall  we  not 
"  rifk,  by  the  indifcreet  worfliip  of  fome  impotent  deity,  to  excite 
*'  the  refentment  of  his  jealous  fuperior  ?  The  vifible  heavens  and 
*'  earth,  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  univerfe,  which  may  be  conceived 
"  by  the  mind,  is  it  created  or  eternal  ?  If  created,  how,  or  where, 
"  could  the  gods  themfelves  exift  before  the  creation  ?  If  eternal, 
*'  how  could  they  afliime  the  empire  of  an  independent  and  pre- 
"  exifting  woi'ld?  Urge  thefe  arguments  with  temper  and  modera- 
"  tion  ;  infinuate,  at  feafonable  intervals,  the  truth,  and  beauty,  of 
"  the  Chriftian  revelation;  and  endeavour  to  make  the  unbelievers 
*'  afhamed,  without  making  them  angry."  This  metaphyfical  rea- 
foning,  too  refined  perhaps  for  the  Barbarbns  of  Germany,  was  for- 

^°    See   an   original    and    curious    epiftle  preached  the  Gofpel  among  the  Savages  of 

from  Daniel,  the  firll  bifhop  of  Wincheller  Hefle    and  Thuringia.      Epillol.    Bonifacii, 

(Beda,  Hill.  Ecclef.  Anglorum,  1.  v.  c.  i8.  Ixvii.    in  the  Maxima  Bibliotheca  Patrum, 

p.  203.  edit.  Smith),  to  St.  Boniface,  who  torn.  xiii.  p.  93. 

3  Y  2  tified 


Si^ 


THE    DECLINE   AND    FALL 


CHAP. 

XXXVII. 

v.— , J 


EiFefts  of 
their  con- 
verfion. 


tified  by  the  groffer  weight  of  authority  and  popular  confent.  The  ad- 
vantage of  temporal  profperity  haddeferted  the  Pagan  caufe,  and  pafled 
over  to  the  fervice  of  Chriftianity.  The  Romans  themfelvcs,  the 
moft  powerful  and  enlightened  nation  of  the  globe,  had  renounced 
their  ancient  fuperftition  ;  and,  if  the  ruin  of  their  empire  feemed  to 
accufe  the  efficacy  of  the  new  faith,  the  difgrace  was  already  retrieved 
by  the  converfion  of  the  vi£torious  Goths.  The  valiant  and  fortu- 
nate Barbarians,  who  fubdued  the  provinces  of  the  Weft,  fuccef- 
fively  received,  and  reflefted,  the  fame  edifying  example.  Before 
the  age  of  Charlemagne,  the  Chriftian  nations  of  Europe  might  exult 
in  the  exclufive  pofleffion  of  the  temperate  cUmates,  of  the  fertile 
lands,  which  produced  corn,  wine,  and  oil ;  while  the  favage  idola- 
ters, and  their  helplefs  idols,  were  confined  to  the  extremities  of  the 
earth,  the  dark  and  frozen  regions  of  the  North  ". 

Chriftianity,  which  opened  the  gates  of  Heaven  to  the  Barbarians, 
introduced  an  important  change  in  their  moral  and  political  condi- 
tion. They  received,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ufe  of  letters,  fo  elfential 
to  a  religion  whofe  do£trines  are  contained  in  a  facred  book ;  and 
while  they  ftudied  the  divine  truth,  their  minds  were  infenfibly  en- 
larged by  the  diftant  view  of  hiftory,  of  nature,  of  the  arts,  and  of 
fociety.  The  verfion  of  the  Scriptures  into  their  native  tongue, 
which  had  facilitated  their  converfion,  muft  excite,  among  their 
clergy,  fome  curiofity  to  read  the  original  text,  te  underftand  the 
facred  liturgy  of  the  church,  and  to  examine,  in  the  writings  of  the 
fathers,  the  chain  of  ecclefiaftical  tradition.  Thefe  fpiritual  gifts 
were  preferved  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  which  concealed 
the  ineftimable  monurnents  of  ancient  learning.  The  immortal  pro- 
duftions  of  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  Livy,  which  were  acceffible  to  the 


"  The  fword  of  Charlemagne  added  weight     who   reigned    from    India   to   Spain,    might 
to  the  argument;  but  when  Daniel  wrote     have  retorted  it  againll  the  Chriftians. 
this  epillle   (A.  D.  723.)   the   M.ihonietans, 

Chriftian 
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Chrlflian  Barbarians,    maintained  a  filent   iatercourfe   between  the    CHAP. 

XXXVII 
reign  of  Auguftus,  and  the  times  of  Clovis  and  Charlemagne.     The    ' ^ '-> 

emuhition  of  mankind  was  encouraged  by   the  remembrance  of  a 
more  perfedt  ftatc  ;  and  the  flame  of  fcience  was  fccrelly  kept  alive,  to 
warm  and  enlighten  the  mature  age  of  the  Weftern  world.     In  the 
mofl;  corrupt  ftatc  of  Chriftianity,  the  Barbarians  might  learn  juftice 
from  .the  lazv,  and  mercy  from  the  go/pc/ :  and  if  the  knowledge  of 
their  duty  was  infufficient  to  guide  their  adtions,  or  to  regulate  their 
palfions;  they  were  fometimes  reftrained  by  confcience,  and  frequently 
punifhcd  by  remorfe.     But  the  dired:  authority  of  religion  was  lels 
efFedlual,  than  the  holy  communion  v>'hich  united   them  with  their 
Chriftian  brethren  in  fpiritual  frlendfhip.     The   influence  of  thele 
fentiments  contributed  to  fecure  their  fidelity  in  the  ferv'ice,  or  the 
alliance,  of  the  Romans,  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  war,  to  moderate 
the  infolence  of  conqueft,  and   to  preferve,  in  the  downfall   of  the 
empire,  a  permanent  refpedl  for  the  name  and  inftitutions  of  Rome. 
In  the  days  of  Paganifm,  the  priefts  of  Gaul  and  Germany  reigned 
over  the  people,  and  controuled  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  magiftrates; 
and  the  zealous  profelytes  transferred  an  equal,  or  more  ample,  mea- 
fure  of  devout  obedience,  to  the  pontiffs  of  the  Chriftian  faith.     The 
facred  character   of  the  bifhops    was   fupported  by  their   temporal 
poflefiions  ;  they  obtained  an  honourable  feat  in  the  legiflative  afl~em- 
blies  of  foldiers  and  freemen;  and  it  was  their  intereft,  as  w^ell  as 
their  duty,  to  mollify,  by  peaceful  counfels,  the   fierce  fpirit  of  the 
Barbarians.     The  perpetual  correfpondence  of  the  Latin  clergy,  the 
frequent  pilgrimages  to  Rome  and  Jerufalem,  and  the  growing  au- 
thority of  the  Popes,  cemented  the  union  of  the  Chriftian  republic: 
and  gradually  produced  the  fimilar  manners,  and  common  jurifpru- 
dence,  which  have  diftinguifhed,    from  the  reft  of  mankind,  the 
independent,  and  even  hoftile,  nations  of  modern  Europe. 

But 
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c  HA  P.  But  tlie  operation  of  thcfe  caufeswas  ch-ecked  and  retarded  by  tbe 
— .-.-^    unfortunate  accident,  which  infufed  a  deadly  poifon  into  the  cup  of 

volv'ed  in  the  Salvation.  "Whatever  might  be  the  early  fentiments  of  Ulphilas,  his 
connexions  with  the  empire  and  the  church  were  formed  during 
the  reign  of  Arianifin.  The  apoftle  of  the  Goths  fubfcribed  the  creed 
of  Rimini ;  profeflcd  with  freedom,  and  perhaps  with  fmcerity,  that 
the  Son  was  not  equal,  or  confubftantial  to  the  Father^*;  com- 
municated thefe  errors  to  the  clergy  and  people ;  and  infedled  the 
Barbaric  world  with  an  herefy  ",  which  the  great  Theodofms  pro- 
fcribed  and  extinguiflied  among  the  Romans.  The  temper  and  un- 
derflauding  of  the  new  profelytes  were  not  adapted  to  metaphyfical 
fiibtlcties;  but  they  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  what  they  had  pioufly 
received,  as  the  pure  and  genuine  dodrines  of  Chriftianity.  The 
advantage  of  preaching  and  expounding  the  Scriptures  in  the  Teuto- 
nic language,  promoted  the  apoftolic  labours  of  L^lphilas,  and  his 
fucceffors  ;  and  they  ordained  a  competent  number  of  bifliops  and 
prefbyters,  for  the  inftrudion  of  the  kindred  tribes.  The  Oftro- 
goths,  the  Burgundians,  the  Suevi,  and  the  Vandals,  who  had 
liftened  to  the  eloquence  of  the  Latin  clergy  %  preferred  the  more 
intelligible  leflbns  of  their  domeftic  teachers ;  and  Arianifm  was 
adopted  as  the  national  faith  of  the  warlike  converts,  who  were 

*^    The  opinions    of   Ulphilas    and    the  "  erroris    arfuri  funt."     Orofius,    1.  vii.  c. 

Goths  inclined  to  Semi-Arianifm,  fince  they  33.  p.  554.     This  cruel  fentence  is  confirm- 

would  not   fay  that  the  Son  was  a  creature,  ed   by   Tillemont    (Mem.    Ecclef.  torn.   vi. 

tcough  they  held  communion  with  thofe  who  p.  604.— 610.),    who  coolly  obferves,  "  ua 

maintained   that   herefy.     Their  apoftle   re-  "   feul  homme  entraina  dans  I'enfer  un  nom- 

prefented   the   whole  controverfy  as  a  que-  "  bre  infini  de  Septentrionaux,  &c."     Sal- 

llion   of  trifling   moment,    which  had  been  vian   (do  Gubern.  Dei,  I.  v.  p.  150,    151.) 

raifed  by  the  pafJions  of  the  clergy.     Theo-  pities  and  excufes  their  involuntary  error, 

doret.  1.  iv.  c.  37.  ^'^  Orofius  affirms,  in  the  year  416  (1.  vii. 

"  The  Arianifm  of  the   Goths  has  been  c.  41.  p.  580.),  that  the  churches  of  Chriil 

imputed   to  the  emperor  Valens :   "  Itaque  (of  the  Catholics)    were  filled  with  Huns, 

"  jufto  Dei  judicio  ipfi  eum  vivum  incende-  Suevi,  Vandals,  Burgundians. 
"  xwnt,  qui  propter  eum  etiam  mortui,  vitio 

4  feated 
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feated  on  the  ruins  of  the  Wefiern .empire.     This  irreconcilable  dif-    ^  ^5  ^)j7' 

XaX  \  11. 

ference  of  religion  was  a  perpetual  fource  of  jealoufy  and  hatred  ;    u.— ,^— — ; 
and  the  reproach  of  Barbaria7i  was  embittered  by  the  more  odious 
epithet  of  Heretic.     The  hei-oes  of  the  North,  who  had  fubmitted, 
with  fomc  reludlance,   to  believe   that  all   their   anceftors   were  in 
Hell  ^' ;  were  aftonifhed  and  exafperated  to  learn,  that  they  them- 
felves  had  only  changed  the   mode   of  their   eternal  condemnation. 
Inftead  of  the  fmooth  applaufe,  which  Chriftian  kings  ai-e  accuftomed 
to  expedl  from  their  loyal  prelates,  the  orthodox  bilhops   and  their 
clergy  were  in  a  ftate  of  oppofition  to  the  Arian  courts ;   and  their 
indifcreet  oppofition  frequently  became  criminal,  and  might  fomc- 
times  be  dangerous  ^\     The  pulpit,  that  fafe  and   facred  organ  of 
fedition,  refounded  with  the  names  of  Pharaoh  and  Holofernes  '^ ; 
the  public  difcontent  was  inflamed  by  the  hope  or  promife  of  a  glo- 
rious deliverance ;  and  the  feditious  faints  were  tempted  to  promote 
the  accomplifhment  of  their  own  predidlions.     Notwithftanding  thefe  Genera!' 
provocations,  the  Catholics  of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Italy,  enjoyed,  un-    °  ^'^  '.°"° 
der  the  reign  of  the  Arians,  the  free,  and  peaceful,  exercife  of  their 
religion.     Their  haughty  mafters  refpeded  the   zeal  of  a  numerous 
people,  refolved  to  die  at  the  foot  of  their  altars ;  and  the  example  of 
their  devout  conftancy  was  admired  and  imitated  by  the  Barbarians 
themfelves.     The   conquerors  evaded,  however,  the  difgraceful  re- 
proach, or  confeffion,  of  fear,  by  attributing  their  toleratix)n  to  the 
liberal  motives  of  i-eafon  and  humanity  ;  and  while  they  afFeded  the 
fanguage,  they  imperceptibly  imbibed  the  fpirit,  of  genuine  Chrifti- 
anity. 

"  Radbod,    king  of  the  Frifons,  was  fo  dianf,  explain,  fometlines  in  dark  Iiints,  the 

much  fcandalized  by  this  ralli  declaration  of  geneial  difpofuions  of  the  Catholics.     Tke 

a-  mifiionary,   that  he  drew  back  his  foot  af-  hiliory  of  Clevis  and  Theodoric  will  fuggeft. 

ter  he  had  entered   the  baptifmal   font.     See  feme  particular  fafts. 
Fleury  Hiii:.  Ecclef.   torn.  i>;.  p.  iSj.  ^''  Gcnferic  confefled  the  refemblancc,   by 

**    The  Epiftles    of    Sidonius,    biihop   of  the  feverity  with  which  he  punifned  fuch  irs- 

Clermont,   under  the  Vifigoths,   and  of  Avi-  difcreet    allufions.      Viilcr    Vitenfis,     i.    7, 

tas,    bifhop   cf  Vienna,   uader  the  Burffun-  p.  10, 

Tb2 
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CHAP.         The  peace  of  the  church  was  fometimei  interrupted.     The'Catho- 
xxxvii.      ....  ,  .         . 

< — -V '    Hcs  were  Indil'creet,  the  Barbarians  %vere  impatient;  ant!  the  partial 

cutionofthe  adts  of  feverity  or  injuftice  which  had  been  recommended  by  the 
Arian  clergy,  were  exaggerated  by  the  orthodox  writers.  The  guilt 
of  perfecution  may  be  imputed  to  Euric,  king  of  the  Viligoths;  who 
fufpcnded  the  exercife  of  ecclefiaftical,  or  at  leaft,  of  epil'copal,  func- 
tions ;  and  punillied  the  popular  bifhops  of  Aquitain  with  impri- 
fonment,  exile,  and  confifcation  ''.  But  the  cruel  and  abfurd  enter- 
prife  of  fubduing  the  minds  of  a  whole  people,  was  undertaken  by 

Genferic,  the  Vandals  alone.  Genferic  himfelf,  in  his  early  youth,  had  re- 
.  .  429—  j^Q^jj(.g^  {^j^g  orthodox  communion ;  and  the  apoftate  could  neither 
grant,  nor  expe<Sl,  a  fmcere  forgivenefs.  He  was  exafperated  to 
find,  that  the  Africans,  who  had  fled  before  him  in  the  field,  ftill 
prefumed  to  dii'pute  his  will  in  fynods  and  churches  ;  and  his  fero- 
cious mind  was  incapable  of  fear,  or  of  compafhon.  His  Catholic 
fubjcdtswere  opprefled  by  intolerant  laws,  and  arbitrary  punifliments. 
The  language  of  Genferic  was  furious,  and  formidable ;  the  know- 
ledge of  his  intentions  might  juftify  the  moll  unfavourable  interpret- 
ation of  liis  anions ;  and  the  Arians  were  reproached  with  the  fre- 
quent executions,  which  ftained  the  palace,  and  the  dominions,  of 
the  tyrant.     Arms  and  ambition  were,  however,  the  ruling  paflions 

Hunneric,  of  the  monarch  of  the  fea.  But  Hunneric,  his  inglorious  fon,  who 
■  '^"'  feemed  to  inherit  only  his  vices,  tormented  the  Catholics  with  the 
fame  unrelenting  fury,  which  had  been  fatal  to  his  brother,  his  ne- 
phews, and  the  friends  and  favourites  of  his  father :  and,  even  to 
the  Arian  patriarch,  who  was  inhumanly  burnt  alive  in  the  midft  of 
Carthage.  The  religious  war  was  preceded  and  prepared  by  an  infi- 
dious  truce ;  perfecution  was  made  the  ferious  and  important  bufmefs 

''  Such  are  the  contemporary  complaints  25.  in  torn.  ii.  p.   174.)  extorts   an  unwar- 

^  of  Sidonius,     bilhop    of  Clermont    (1.   vii.  rantable  aflertion,  that  of  the  nine  vacancies 

c.  6.  p.  1S2,  &c.  edit.  Sirmond.).     Gregory  in  Aquitain,  fome  had  been  produced  by  epif- 

af  Tours,  who  quotes   this  Epiille  (1.  ii;   c.  copul  martju-i/cms. 

3  ^^ 
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Cff  tlie  Vandal  court;  and  the  loathfome  difeafc,  which  haftened  the    ^^vv.T' 

death  of  Hunneric,  revenged  the  injuries,  without  contributing  to    ' „ ' 

the  deliverance,  of  the  church.    The  throne  of  Africa  was  fucccffively 
filled    by    the   two   nephews  of  Hunneric ;    by   Gundamund,  who   Gunda- 
i-eigned  about  twelve,  and  by  Thrafimund,  who  governed  the  na-   a^d.^Sa. 
tion  above  twenty-feven,  years.     Their  adminiftration  was   hoftile 
and   oppreflive  to   the  orthodox  party.      Gundamund   appeared  to 
emulate,  or  even  to  furpafs,   the  cruelty  of  his  uncle  ;  and,   if  at 
length  he  relented,  if  he  recalled  the  bifliops,  and  reftored  the  free- 
dom of  Athanafian  worlhip,  a  prazmature  death  intercepted  the  be- 
nefits  of  his  tardy  clemency.     His  brother,   Thrafimund,   was  the  Thrafimund, 
greateft  and  moll  accomplifhed   of  the  Vandal  kings,  whom  he  ex- 
celled in  beauty,  prudence,    and   magnanimity   of  foul.      But   this 
magnanimous  character  was  degraded  by  his  intolerant  zeal  and  de- 
ceitful clemency.      Inftead  of  threats  and  tortures,  he  employed  the 
gentle,  but  efficacious,  powers  of  fedud;ion.     Wealth,  dignity,  and 
the  royal  favour,  were  the  liberal  rewards  of  apoftacy  ;   the  Catholics, 
who  had  violated  the  laws,  might  purchafe  their  pardon  by  the  re- 
nunciation of  their  faith ;   and  whenever  Thrafimund  meditated  any 
rigorous  meafure,  he  patiently  waited  till  the  indifcretion  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  furnlfhed  him  with  a  fpecious  opportunity.     Bigotry  was 
ills  iaft  fentiment   in   the   hour  of  death :   and  he  exadled  from  his 
fucceflbr  a  folemn  oath,  that  he  would  never  tolerate  the  fedaries  of 
Athanafius.     But  his  fucceflbr,  Hilderic,  the  gentle  fon  of  the  favage  Hilderic, 
Hunneric,  preferred  the  duties  of  humanity  and  juftice,  to  the  vain   '  "    '^^ 
obligation  of  an  impious    oath;    and   his    accefilon  v/as   glorioufly 
marked   by  the  I'eftoration   of  peace  and   univerfal  freedom.     The 
throne  of  that  virtuous,  though  feeble  monarch,  was  tifurped  by  his 
coufin  Gelimer,  a  zealous  Aiian:  but  the  Vandal  kingdom,  before  Gelimer, 
lie  could   enjoy  or  abufe  his  power,  was  fubverted  by  the  arms  of     '     '  ^^°' 
Vol.  hi.  3  Z  Beliiarius; 
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CHAP. 
XXXVII. 


A  general 
view  of  the 
perfecution 
in  Afj'ica. 


Beliflirlus ;  and  the  orthodox  party  retaliated  the  injuries  which  they 
had  endured  "'. 

The  pafTionate  declamations  of  the  Catholics,  the  fole  hiftorians  of 
this  perfecution,  cannot  afford  any  diftind  feries  of  caufes  and  events; 
any  Impartial  view  of  cliaraders,  or  counfels  ;  but  the  moft  remark- 
able circumftances,  that  deferve  either  credit  or  notice,  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  following  heads :  I.  In  the  original  law,  which  is  ftill 
extant  """j  Hunneric  exprefsly  declares,  and  the  declaration  appears  to 
be  correft,  that  he  had  faithfully  tranfcribed  the  regulations  and 
penalties  of  the  Imperial  ed ids;  againft  the  heretical  congregations, 
the  clergy,  and  the  people,  who  diflented  from  the  eftablifhed  reli- 
gion. If  the  rights  of  confcience  had  been  underftood,  the  Catholics 
muft  have  condemned  their  paft  condud,  or  acquiefced  in  their  adtual 
fufFerings.  But  they  ftill  perfifted  to  refufe  the  indulgence  which 
they  claimed.  While  they  trembled  under  the  lafli  of  perfecution, 
they  praifed  the  laudable  feverity  of  Hunneric  himfelf,  who  burnt  or 
banifhed  great  numbers  of  Manichseans  *' ;  and  they  rejeded,  with 
horror,  the  ignominious  compromife,  that  the  difciples  of  Arius, 
and  of  Athanafms,  fliould  enjoy  a  reciprocal  and  fimilar  toleration 
in  the  territories  of  the  Romans,  and  in   thofe  of  the  Vandals  '\ 


"  The  original  monuments  of  the  Vandal 
perfecution  are  preferved  in  the  five  books  of 
the  Hiftory  of  Vidor  \itenfis  (de  Perfccutione 
Vandalica),  a  bilhop  who  was  exiled  by  Hun- 
neric ;  in  the  Life  of  St.  Fulgentius,  who  was 
diftinguiflied  in  the  perfecution  of  Thrafi- 
niond  (in  Eiblioth.  Max.  Patrum,  torn.  ix. 
p.  4 — 16.),  and  in  the  firft  book  of  the  Van- 
dalic  War,  by  the  impartial  Procopius  (c.  7, 
8.  p.  196,  197,  198,  I99-)'  Dom  Rui- 
nart,  the  laft  editor  of  Victor,  has  illuftrated 
the  whole  fubjeft  with  a  copious  and  learned 
apparatus  of  notes  and  fupplement  (Paris, 
1694.). 

""  Vjftor.  iv.  2.  p.  65.     Hunneric  refufes 


the  name  of  Catholics  to  the  Homoouficns. 
He  defcribes,  as  the  veri  Divina:  Majeftatif 
cultores,  his  own  party,  who  proftifei  the 
faith,  confirmed  by  more  than  a  thoufand 
bifhops,  in  the  fynods  of  Rimini  and  Se- 
leucia. 

S"'  Viftor.  ii.  I.  p.  21,  22.  Laudabilior 
.  .  .  vidcbatur.  In  the  MSS.  which  omit 
this  word,  the  paffage  is  unintelligible.  See 
Ruinart.  Not.  p.  164. 

"^  Viftor.  ii.  2.  p.  22,  23.  The  clergy 
of  Carthage  called  thefe  conditions,  pericu^ 
lofte  ;  and  they  feem,  indeed,  to  have  been- 
propofed  as  a  fnare  to  entrap  the  Catholic 
bifhops. 

.II.  The 
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II.  The  pradice  of  a  conference,  which  the  Catholics  had  fo  fre-    ^  ^^  A  P. 

xxxvir 
quently  ufed   to  infult   and   punifli  their   obftinate  antagonifts,  was    '_    -,    Jj 

retorted  againft  themfelves  ".  At  the  command  of  Hunneric,  four 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  orthodox  bifhops  aflembled  at  Carthage ;  but 
when  they  were  admitted  into  the  hall  of  audience,  they  had  the  morti- 
fication of  beholding  the  Arian  Cirila  exalted  on  the  patriarchal  throne. 
The  difputants  were  feparated,  after  the  mutual  and  ordinary  re- 
proaches of  noife  and  filence,  of  delay  and  precipitation,  of  military 
force  and  of  popular  clamour.  One  martyr  and  one  confeflbr  were 
felected  among  the  Catholic  bilhops ;  twenty-eight  efcaped  by  flight, 
and  eighty-eight  by  conformity ;  forty-fix  were  fent  into  Corfica  to 
cut  timber  for  the  royal  navy ;  and  three  hundred  and  two  were 
banifhed  to  the  different  parts  of  Africa,  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
their  enemies,  and  carefully  deprived  of  all  the  temporal  and  fpiritual 
comforts  of  life  "*.  The  hardfhips  of  ten  years  exile  muft  have  re- 
duced their  numbers ;  and  if  they  had  complied  with  the  law  of 
Thrafimund,  which  prohibited  any  epifcopal  confecrations,  the  or- 
thodox church  of  Africa  muft  have  expired  with  the  lives  of  its 
adlual  members.  They  difobeyed ;  and  their  difobedience  was  pu- 
nifhed  by  a  fecond  exile  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  bifhops  into 
Sardinia;  where  they  languifhed  fifteen  years,  till  the  acceflion  of 
the  gracious  Hilderic  ".     The  two  iflands  were  judicioufly  chofen  by 

*'  See  the  narrative   of  this   conference,  *'  Fulgent.  Vit.  c.  16—29.     Thrafimund 

and  the  treatment  of  the  bifhops,  in  Viftor.  afFefled  the  praife  of  moderation  and  learn- 

ii.   13—18.  p.  35  — 42.   and  the  whole  fourth  ing;  and  Fulgentius  addrefibd  three  books  of 

book,  p.  63 — 171.  The  third  book,  p.  42 —  controverfy  to  the   Arian   tyrant,    whom  he 

£,2.  is  entirely  filled  by  their  apology  or  con-  fiyles  fiijtme  Rex.     Biblioth.   Maxim.   Pa- 

felTion  of  faith.  trum,    torn.  ix.  p.   41.     Only  fi.xty  bilhops 

»+  See  the   lift  of  the  African  bilhops,  in  are  mentioned  as  exiles  in  the   life  of  Ful- 

Viftcr.   p.   117  —  140.   and  Ruinart's  notes,  gentius,  they  are  increafed  to  one  hundred 

p.  215 — 397.     The  fchifmatic  name  of  Do-  and  twenty    by  Viflor   Tunnunenfis,     and 

«fi.'«/ frequently  occurs,  and   they  appear  to  Ifidore  ;  but  the  number  of  two  hundred  and 

have  adopted   (like  our  fanatics   of  the  laft  twenty  is  fpecified  in   the  HiJIoria  Mi/cella, 

age)     the    pious     appellations    of  Decdatus,  and  a  fhort  authentic  chronicle  of  the  times. 

Deogratias,  Quidi-'ultdeus,  Habetdeum,  &c.  See  Ruinart.  p.  570,  571.. 

3  Z  2  the 
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CHAP,    tiic  malice  of  their  Anan  tyrants.     Seneca,  from  his  own  exnenence^ 

XXXVir.  ^  .  -  ,     n  r^      r        .4 

has  deplored  and  exaggerated  the  miierableftate  of  Cornea  '' ,  and  the 
plenty  of  Sai'dinia  was  overbalanced  by  the  unwholefome  quality  of 
the  air  °',  III.  The  zeal  of  Genferic,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  the 
converfion  of  the  Catholics,  muft  have  rendered  them  ftill  more  jea- 
lous to  gviai'd  the  purity  of  the  Vandal  faith.  Before  the  churches 
were  finally  fhut,  it  was  a  crime  to  appear  in  a  Barbarian  drcfs  ;  and 
thofe  who  prefumed  to  negledl  the  royal  mandate,  were  r-udely 
dragged  backwards  by  their  long  hair  ".  The  Palatine  officers,  who 
refufed  to  profefs  the  religion  of  their  prince,  Avere  ignominioufly 
flripped  of  their  honours,  and  employments ;  banifhed  to  Sardinia- 
and  Sicily ;  or  condemned  to  the  fervile  labours  of  flaves  and  pea- 
fants  in  the  fields  of  Utica.  In  the  diftridts  which  had  been  pecu- 
liarly allotted  to  the  Vandals,  the  exercife  of  the  Catholic  worfhip 
was  more  ftridlly  prohibited ;  and  fevere  penalties  were  denounced 
againft  the  guilt,  both  of  the  miffionary,  and  the  profelyte.  By 
thefe  arts,  the  faith  of  the  Barbarians  was  preferved,  and  their  zeal 
was  inflamed :  they  difcharged,  with  devout  fury,  the  office  of  fpies, 
informers,  or  executioners;  and  whenever  their  cavalry  took  the 
field,  it  was  the  favourite  amufement  of  the  march,  to  defile  the 
churches,  and  to  infult  the  clergy  of  the  adverfe  fadlion  ".  IV.  The 
citizens  who  had  been  educated  in  the  luxury  of  the  Roman  pro- 
vince, were  delivered,  with  exquifite  cruelty,  to  the  Moors  of  the 
defert.    A  venerable  train  of  bifhops,  prefbyters,  and  deacons,  with  a 

'*  See  the  bafe  and  infipid  epigrams  of  the  ''  See  thefe  preludes  of  n  gexera/ perCeca-. 

Stoic,  who  could  not  fupport  exile  with  more  tion,  in  Vidlor.  ii.  3,   4.    7.    and  the   two 

fortitude    than    Ovid.       Corfica   might   not  edifts  of  Hunneric,  1.  ii.   p.  35.  1.  iv.  p.  64. 

produce  corn,  wine,  or  oil  ;  but  it  could  not  "'    See  Procopius  de   Bell.  Vandal.    1.  i. 

be  deiiititte  of  grafs,  water,  and  even  fire.  c.  7.  p.  197,  198.     A  Moorilh  prince  endea- 

"  Si  ob  gravitatem   cceli  interiffent,  -vi/e  voured  to  propitiate  the  God  of  the  Chrift- 

damnum.     Tacit.  Annal.    ii.    85.     la  this  ians,  by  his  diligence  to  eraze  the  marks  of 

.application,  Thrafimund  would  have  adopted  the  Vandal  facrilege, 
the  reading  of  fome  critics,  uti/e  damnum. 

faithful. 
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faithful  crowd  of  four  thoufand  and  ninety-fix  perfons,  wliofe  guilt    ^,  ^^  ^  ^' 

A.  A  y\  V  1  i  • 

is  not  precifely  afcertained,  were  torn  from  their  native  homes,  by 
the  command  of  Hunneric.     During  the  night  they  were  confined, 
like  a  herd  of  cattle,  amidft  their  own  ordure :   during  the  day  they 
purfued  their  march   over  the  burning   fands;  and  if  they  fainted 
under  the   heat  and  fatigue,  they  were  goaded,  or  dragged  along, 
till  they  expired  in  the  hands  of  their  tormentors  '°°.      Thefe  unhappy 
exiles,  v/hen  they  reached  the  Mooriih  huts,  might  excite  the  com- 
paflion  of  a  people,  whofe  native  humanity  was  neither  improved 
by  reafon,  nor  corrupted  by  fanaticifm :  but  if  they  efcaped  the  dan- 
gers, they  were  cond-emned  to  fliare  the  diftrefs,  of  a  favage  life. 
V.   It  is  incumbent  on  the  authors  of  perfecution  previoully  to  re- 
fled:,  whether  they  are  determined  to  fupport  it  in  the  laft  extreme. 
They  excite  the  flame  which  they  ftrive  to  extinguilh;  and  it  foon 
becomes  neceflary  to  chaftife  the  contumacy,  as  well  as  the  crime,  of 
the  offender.     The  fine,  which  he  is  unable  or  unwilling,  to  dif- 
charge,  expofes  his  perfon  to  the  feverity  of  the  law ;  and  his  -con- 
tempt of  lighter  penalties  fuggefts  the  ufe  and  propriety  of  capital 
punifhment.     Through  the  veil  of  fi£tion  and  declamation,  we  may 
clearly  perceive,  that  the-  Catholics,  more  efpecially  under  the  reign 
of  Hunneric,  endured  the  mofl  cruel  and  ignominious  treatment '". 
Refped:able  citizens,  noble  matrons,   and  confecrated  virgins,  were 
dripped  naked,  and  raifed  in  the  air  by  pullies,  with  a  weight  fufpended 
at  their  feet.     In  this  painful  attitude  their  naked  bodies  were  torn 
with  fcourges,  or  burnt  in  the  mofl  tender  parts  with  red-hot  plates 
of  iron.     The  amputation  of  the  ears,  the  nofe,  the  tongue,  and  the 
right-hand,  was  infli£ted  by  the  Arians ;   and  although  the  precife 
number  cannot  be  defined,  it  is  evident  that  many  perfons,  among 

'°°  See  this  ftory  in  Vidlor.  ii.  8 — 12.  p.  fionate  complaints  are  confirmed  by  the  fober 

50—34.       Viftor   defcribes    the    diftrefs    of  teftimony  of  Procopius,  and  the  public  de- 

thefe  confefTors  as  an  eye-witnefs.  claration  of  the  emperor  Juftinian.     (Cod. 

"'  S?e  the  fifth  book  of  Viftor.     Hispaf-  I.  i.  tit.  xxvii.) 

whom: 


c- 
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C  H  A  P.  vvliom  a  bifliop  '  '  and  a  proconful '"  may  be  named,  were  entitled 
to  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  The  fame  honour  has  been  afcribed  to 
the  memory  of  count  Sebaftian,  who  profcfTed  the  Nicene  creed  with 
unfliakcn  conftancy;  and  Geuferic  might  deteft,  as  an  heretic,  the 
brave  and  ambitious  fugitive  whom  he  dreaded  as  a  rival  '°\  VI.  A 
new  mode  of  couverfion,  which  might  fubdue  the  feeble,  and  alarm 
the  timorous,  was  employed  by  the  Arian  minifters.  They  impofed, 
by  fraud  or  violence,  the  rites  of  baptifm  ;  and  punlflied  the  apo- 
llacy  of  the  Catholics,  if  they  difclaimed  this  odious  and  profane 
ceremony,  which  fcandaloufly  violated  the  freedom  of  the  will,  and 
the  unity  of  the  facrament  "".  The  hoflile  fedls  had  formerly  allowed 
the  validity  of  each  other's  baptifm ;  and  the  innovation,  fo  fiercely 
maintained  by  the  Vandals,  can  be  imputed  only  to  the  example  and 
advice  of  the  Donatifts.  VII.  The  Arian  clergy  furpafled,  in  reli- 
gious cruelty,  the  king  and  his  Vandals  ;  but  they  were  incapable  of 
cultivating  the  fpiritual  vineyard,  which  they  were  fo  defirous  to 
poffefs.  A  patriarch  "'  might  feat  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  Carthage ; 
fome  bifhops,  in  the  principal  cities,  might  ufurp  the  place  of  their 
rivals ;  but  the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers,  and  their  ignorance  of  the 
Latin  language  '°',  difqualified  the  Barbarians  for  the  ecclefiaftical 
miniftry  of  a  great  church ;  and  the  Africans,  after  the  lofs  of  their 

'°*  Viftor.  ii.  18.  p.  41.  the  biftiop  of  Carthage:    but  the  name  of 

'°'  Viftor.  V.    4.  p.   74,   75.     His  name  patriarch  was  given  by  the  fefts  and  nations 

was  Viflorianus,  and  he  was  a  wealthy  citi-  to  their  principal  ecclefiaftic.     See  Thomaf- 

zen  of  Adrumetam,  who  enjoyed  the  confi-  fin,  Difcipline  de  I'Egliie,  torn.  i.  p.   155. 

dence  of  the  king;   by  whofe  favour  he  had  158. 

obtained  the  officej  or  at  leaft  the  title,  of        ""  The  patriarch  Cyrila  himfelf  publicly 

proconful  of  Africa.  declared,  that  he  did  not  underftand  Latin 

'"+  Viftor.  i.  6.  p.  8,  9.     After  relating  (Viftor.   ii.    18.    p.  42.)  ;   Nefcio  Latine  ; 

the  firm  refiftance  and  dextrous  reply  of  count  and  he  might  converfe  with  tolerable  eafe, 

Sebaftian,  he  adds,  quare  alio  generis  argu-  without  being  capable  of  difputing  or  prcach- 

mento  poftea  bellicofum  virum  occidit.  ingin  thatlanguage.  His  Vandal  clergy  were 

^"^  Viftor.  V.   12,  13.     Tillemont,  Mem.  ftill   more  ignorant;    and  fmall   confidence 

Ecclef.  torn.  vi.  p.  609.  could  be  placed  in  the  Africans  who  had 

"*  Pri»iatfwa.s  more  properly  the  title  of  conformed. 

orthodox 
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orthodox  paftors,  were  deprived  of  the  public  exercife  of  Chriftia-  chap. 
nity.  VIIL  The  emperors  were  the  natural  protedors  of  the  Ho-  v— v— — / 
mooufian  dodtrine :  and  the  faithful  people  of  Africa,  both  as  Ro- 
mans and  as  Catholics,  preferred  their  lawful  fovereignty  to  the 
ufurpation  of  the  Barbarous  heretics.  During  an  interval  of  peace 
and  friendfhip,  Hunneric  reftorcd  the  cathedral  of  Carthage ;  at  the 
interceffion  of  Zeno,  who  reigned  in  the  Eaft,  and  of  Placidia,  the 
daughter  and  reli£l:  of  emperors,  and  the  fifter  of  the  queen  of  the 
Vandals  '°^  But  this  decent  regard  was  of  fhort  duration ;  and  the 
haughty  tyrant  difplayed  his  contempt  for  the  religion  of  the  Empire, 
by  ftudioufly  arranging  the  bloody  images  of  perfecution,  in  all  the 
principal  ftreets  through  which  the  Roman  ambafifador  muft  pafs  in 
his  way  to  the  palace  '°'.  An  oath  was  required  from  the  bifhops, 
who  were  aiTembled  at  Carthage,  that  they  would  fupport  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  his  fon  Hilderic,  and  that  they  would  renounce  all  foreign 
or  tranfmarine  correfpondence.  This  engagement,  confiftent  as  it 
fhould  feem,  with  their  moral  and  religious  duties,  was  refufed  by 
the  more  fagacious  members  "°  of  the  affembly.  Their  refufal, 
faintly  coloured  by  the  pretence  that  it  is  unlawful  for  a  Chriftian  to 
fwear,  muft  provoke  the  fufpicions  of  a  jealous  tyrant. 

The  Catholics,   opprefTed  by  royal  and  military  force,   were  far  Catholic 
fuperior  to  their  adverfaries  in  numbers  and  learning.     With  the 
fame  weapons  which  the  Greek'"  and  Latin  fathers  had  already 
provided  for  the  Arian  controverfy,  they  repeatedly  filenced,  or  van- 

"''  Viftor.  ii.  I    2.  p.  2Z.  hundred  nnd  two  who  Av ore,  v^ere  diilributed 

,p.  ^,.„                                    IT              I     ...  through  the  provinces  of  A  filer.. 

•"9  Viftor,  V.   7.    p.  77.     He  appeals  to  ,,,    „  ,         ■        .-t          c  t,   r        •      i. 

,           u  n- J        -i-    rye        u  r  Fulgentius,  billiop  of  Rufpa:,  in  the 

the  ambaflador    himieli,    whole  name  was  ^       .               '^           r          •  ■,   r 

rr      ■  Byzacene   province,  was  or  a   lenatorial  ra- 

L  ramus*  j               i              ^ 

milv,   and  had  received  a  liberal  education. 

■■=   JjJuthres,  Viaor.   \v.   4.^.   70.     Ke  ^^  ^^^jj  ^.^^^^^   ^y   pj^^,^^  ^^^  Menandcr 

plainly  intimates  that  their  quotation  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^n^^^^j  ^^  „^^^,  ^3,;,,^   his  na. 

Gofpel  '<  Non  jurabuis  m  toto,"  was  only  tive  tongue  (Vit.  Fulgent,  c.  \.).  ManyAfri- 

meant  to  elude  the  obligation  of  an  incon-  ^^^   ^.^^^^^  ^j^^^  underftnnd   Greek,    and 

venient  oath.     The  forty-fix  bifliops  who  re-  ^^^^  ^^.^gj.  theologians  were  tranflated  into 

fufed  were  banifhed  to  Corficaj   the  three  Lajjj, 

y  quifhed, 
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CHAP,    quiflaed,  the  fierce  and  illiterate  fucccflbrs  of  Ulphilas.     The  con- 

XXXVII. 

fcioufnefs  of  their  own  fuperiority  might  have  raifed  them  above  the 

arts,  and  paffions,  of  reUgious  warfare.  Yet,  inftead  of  afluming  fuch 
honourable  pride,  the  orthodox  theologians  were  tempted,  by  the. 
afTurance  of  impunity,  to  compofe  fidlions,  wjiich  mufl  be  ftigma- 
tized  with  the  epithets  of  fraud  and  forgery.  They  afcribed  their 
own  polemical  works  to  the  moil  venerable  names  of  Ciiriftian  anti- 
quity :  the  chara£lers  of  Athanafms  and  Auguftin  were  aukwardly 
perfonated  by  VigiUus  and  his  difciples"^;  and  the  famous  creed,. 
which  fo  clearly  expounds  the  myfleries  of  the  Trinity  and  the  In- 
carnation, is  deduced,  with  flrong  probability,  from  this  African 
fchool  "\  Even  the  Scriptures  themfelves  were  profaned  by  their 
rafh  and  faci'ilegious  hands.  The  memorable  text,  which  aflerts 
the  unity  of  the  Three  who  bear  witnefs  in  heaven  "*,  is  con- 
demned by  the  univerfal  filcnce  o£  the  orthodox  fathers,  ancient 
vcrfions,  and  authentic  manufcripts '".     It  was  firfl:  alleged  by  the 


"*  Compare  the  two  prefaces  to  the  Dia- 
logue of  Vigilius  of  Thapfiis  (p.  118,  119. 
edit.  Chiflet).  He  might  amufe  his  learned 
reader  with  an  innocent  fidlion  ;  but  the  fub- 
jeft  was  too  grave,  and  the  Africans  were 
too  ignorant. 

"3  The  P.  Quefnel  llarted  this  opinion, 
which  has  been  favourably  received.  But 
the  three  following  truths,  however  furprifing 
they  may  feem,  are  uo-m  univcrfally  acknow- 
ledged (Gerard  Voflius,  torn.  vi.  p.  516  — 
522.  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  viii. 
0.667-671.)-  I-  St.  Athanafms  is  not  the 
:uithor  of  the  creed  which  is  fo  frequently 
read  in  our  churches.  2.  It  does  not  appear 
to  have  exiiled,  within  a  century  aRer  his 
death.  3.  It  was  originally  cornpofed  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  and,  confequently,  in  theWeft- 
ern  provinces.  Gennadius,  patriarch  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  was  fo  much  amazed  by' this  ex- 
traordinary compofition,  that  he  frankly  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  the  work  of  a  drunken  man. 
Petav.  Dogmat.  Theologica,  torn.  ii.  1.  vii. 
c.  8.  p.  6S7. 


"+  1  John  v.  7.  See  Simon,  Hift.  Cri- 
tique duNouveau  Teftament,  part  i.  c.  xvlii. 
p.  203 — 218.;  and  part  ii.  c.  ix.  p.  99  — 
121.:  and  the  elaborate  Prolegomena  and 
Annotations  of  Dr.  Mill  and  Wetftein  to 
their  editions  of  the  Greek  Teftament.  In 
1689,  the  papift  Simon  ftrove  to  be  free  ;  in 
1707,  the  proteftant  Mill  wiflied  to  be  a. 
Have;  in  175 1,  the  Arminian  Wetftein  ufed 
the  liberty -of  his  times,  and  of  his  fedl. 

"5  Of  a/I  the  MSS.  now  extant,  above 
fOurfcore  in  number,  fonie  of  which  are  more 
than  1200  years  old  (Wetftein  ad  loc). 
The  orthoc^ix  copies  of  the  Vatican,  of  the 
Compiutenfian  editors,  of  Robert  Stephens, 
are  become  invifible;  and  the  fivo  MSS.  of 
Dublin  and  Berlin  arc  unworthy  to  form  an 
exception.  See  Emlyn's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p. 
227—255.  269  —  299.;  and  M.  de  Mi.Ty's 
four  ingenious  letters,  in  torn.  viii.  and  ix. 
cf  the  Journal  Br it.innique. 
2 
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Catholic  bifhops  whom  Hunnerlc  fummoned  to  the  conference  of  C  H  A  p. 

XXKVll 

Clarthage '".  An  allegorical  interpretation,  in  the  form,  perhaps,  of  >_  '  -,-  J_r 
a  marginal  note,  invaded  the  text  of  the  Latin  Bibles,  which  were 
renewed  atid  correded  in  a  dark  period  of  ten  centuries  '".  After 
the  invention  of  printing  '",  the  editors  of  the  Greek  Teflament 
yielded  to  their  own  prejudices,  or  thofe  of  the  times '" ;  and  the 
pious  fraud,  which  was  embraced  with  equal  zeal  at  Rome  and  at 
Geneva,  has  been  infinitely  multiplied  in  every  country  and  every . 
language  of  modern  Europe. 

The  example  of  fraud  mufl:  excite  fufplclon  ;  and  the  fpeclous  and  miradei. 
miracles  by  which  the  African  Catholics  have  defended  the  truth  and 
juftice  of  their  caufe,  may  be  afcribed,  with  more  reafon,  to  their 
own  induftry,  than  to  the  vifible  proteftion  of  Heaven.  Yet  the 
hlftorian,  who  views  this  religious  conflidl  with  an  impartial  eye, 
may  condefcend  to  mention  oNe  preternatural  event,  which  will  edify 
the  devout,    and  furprife  the  incredulous.      Tipafa '",   a  maritime 


'"  Or,  more  properly,  by  the/our  bifliops 
who  compofed  and  publifhed  the  profeflion 
of  faith  in  the  name  of  their  brethren.  They 
ftyle  this  text,  luce  clarius  (Viftor  Vitenfis 
de  Perfecut.  Vandal.  1.  iii.  c.  ii.  p.  i;4..)' 
It  is  quoted  foon  afterwards  by  the  African 
polemics,  Vigilius  and  Fulgentius. 

"'  In  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries, 
the  Bibles  were  correfled  by  Lan franc,  arch- 
hifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  by  Nicolas,  car- 
dinal and  librarian  of  the  Roman  church, 
fecundum  orthodoxam  fidem  (Wetftein,  Pro- 
legom.  p.  84.,  85.).  Notwithftanding  thefe 
corrciSions,  the  paflage  is  flill  wanting  in 
twenty-five  Latin  MSS.  (Wetilein  ad  loc), 
the  oldeft  and  the  faired  ;  two  qualities  fel- 
dom  united,  except  in  manufcripts. 

'"  The  art  which  the  Germans  had  in- 
vented was  applied  in  Italy  to  the  profane 
writers  of  Rome  and  Greece.  The  original 
Greek  of  the  New  Tellament  was  publifhed 
about  the  fame  time   (A.  D,  isi-f.    i5i<5. 

Vol.  hi. 


IJ20.)  by  the  induflry  of  Erafmus,  and  the 
munificence  of  Cardinal  Ximenes.  Ths 
Complutenfian  Polyglot  cofl  the  cardinal 
50,000  ducats.  See  Mattaire  Annal.  Ty- 
pograph.  torn.  ii.  p.  2—8.  125  —  133.;  and 
Wetflein,  Prolegomena,  p.  116 — 127. 

"'  The  three  witnefles  have  been  eft«. 
blifhed  in  our  Greek  Tcrtaments  by  the 
prudence  of  Erafmus;  the  honefl  bigotry  of 
the  Complutenfian  editors ;  the  typographi- 
cal fraud,  or  error,  of  Robert  Stephens  in 
the  placing  a  crotchet ;  and  the  deliberate 
falfehood,  or  ftrange  mifapprchenfion,  of 
Theodore  Beza. 

'"  Plin.  Hill.  Natural,  v.  i.  Itinerar. 
WefTeling,  p.  t;.  Cellarius,  Geograph. 
Antiq.  torn.  ii.  part  ii.  p.  127.  This  Ti» 
pafa  (which  mufl  not  be  confounded  with 
another  ia  Numidia)  was  a  town  of  fome 
note,  fince  Vefpafian  endowed  it  with  the 
right  of  Latium. 
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CHAP,    colony  of  Maiirirania,  fixtecn  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Caefarea,  had  been 
XXXVII.  •^    _  .  '  ... 

diflinguiflied,  in  every  age,  by  the  orthodox  zeal  of  its  inhabitants. 

They  had  braved  the  fury  of  the  Donatifls  "' ;  they  refifted,  or  eluded, 
the  tyranny  of  the  Arians.  The  town  was  deferted  on  the  approach 
of  an  heretical  bifliop  :  moft  of  the  inhabitants  who  could  procure 
fliips  pafTed  over  to  the  coafi:  of  Spain ;  and  the  unhappy  remnant, 
refufing  all  communion  with  the  ufurper,  ftill  prefumed  to  hold  their 
pious,  but  illegal,  aflcmblles.  Their  difobedience  exafperated  the 
cruelty  of  Hunneric.  A  military  count  was  difpatched  from  Carthage 
to  Tipafa  :  he  colleifted  the  Catholics  in  the  Forum,  and,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  whole  province,  deprived  the  guilty  of  their  right-hands 
and  their  tongues.  But  the  holy  confefTors  continued  to  fpeak  with- 
out tongues ;  and  this  miracle  is  attefted  by  Vidor,  an  African 
bifliop,  who  publiilied  an  hiftory  of  the  perfecution  within  two  years 
after  the  event '".  "  If  any  one,"  fays  Vidlor,  "  fhould  doubt  of 
*'  the  truth,  let  him  repair  to  Conftantinople,  and  liften  to  the  clear 
•*'  and  perfect  language  of  Reflitutus,  the  fub-deacon>  one  of  thefe 
*'  glorious  fufferers,  who  is  now  lodged  in  the  palace  of  the  emperor 
"  Zeno,  and  is  refpe£ted  by  the  devout  emprefs."  At  Conftantinople 
we  are  aftoniftied  to  find  a  cool,  a  learned,  an  unexceptionable  wit- 
nefs,  without  intereft,  and  without  paflion.  -^neas  of  Gaza,  a  Pla- 
tonic philofopher,  has  accurately  defcribed  his  own  obfervations  on 
thefe  African  fufferers.  "  I  faw  them  myfelf :  I  heard  them  fpeak  : 
"  I  diligently  enquired  by  what  means  fuch  an  articulate  voice  could 
"  be  formed  without  any  organ  of  fpeech :  I  ufed  my  eyes  to  ex- 
*'  amine  the  report  of  my  ears  :  I  opened  their  mouth,  and  faw  that 
*'  the  whole  tongue  had  been  completely  torn  away  by  the  roots  ; 
*'  an  operation  which  the  phyficians  generally  fuppofe  to  be  mor- 

"'  Optatus  Milevitanus  de  Schifm.  Do-         '"  Viflor.  Vitenfis,    v.  6.   p.  76.     Rui- 

aatift.  1.  ii.  p.  38.  nart,  p.  483—487. 

«  tal/' 
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tal  "'."     The  teftiinony  of  iEneas  of  Gaza  miglit  be  confirmed  hy    C  II  A  P. 

the  fupernuous  evidence  of  the  emperor  Juftinian,   in  a  perpetual    < ^ > 

ediO: ;  of  count  Marcellinus,  in  his  Chronicle  of  the  times ;  and  of 
pope  Gregory  the  Firft,  who  had  refided  at  Conftantinople,  as  the 
minifter  of  the  Roman  pontiff"*.  They  all  lived  within  the  compafs 
of  a  century  ;  and  they  all  appeal  to  their  perfonal  knowledge,  or 
the  public  notoriety,  for  the  truth  of  a  miracle,  which  was  repeated 
in  feveral  infl:ances,  difplayed  on  the  greateft  theatre  of  the  world, 
and  fubmitted,  during  a  feries  of  years,  to  the  calm  examination  of 
the  fenfes.  This  fupernatural  gift  of  the  African  confefTors,  who 
fpoke  without  tongues,  will  command  the  ailent  of  thofe,  and  of 
thofe  only,  who  already  believe,  that  their  language  was  pure  and 
orthodox.  But  the  ftubborn  mind  of  an  infidel  is  guarded  by  fecret, 
incurable,  fufpicion  ;  and  the  Arian,  or  Socinian,  who  has  ferioully 
rejedled  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  will  not  be  fliaken  by  the  mofl 
plaufible  evidence  of  an  Athanafian  miracle. 

The  Vandals  and  the  Oflrogoths  perfevered  in  the  profefTion  of  The  ruin  of 
Arianifm  till  the  final  ruin  of  the  kingdoms  which  they  had  founded   amon^'the 
in  Africa  and  Italy.     The  Barbarians  of  Gaul  fubmitted  to  the  or-   ^arbanans, 

■'  .  .    A.  D.  500  — 

thodox   dominion  of  the  Franks ;    and  Spain   was   reflored  to   the  '/°°- 
Catholic  church  by  the  voluntary  converfion  of  the  Vifigoths. 

This  falutary  revolution  "'  was  haflened  by  the  example  of  a  royal  Revolt  and 

martyr,    whom  our  calmer  reafon  may  flyle  an  ungrateful  rebel.  ^/Herni°ene- 

L««, '^M  1      gild  in  Spain, 
eovigild.  Id.  s77- 

'*'    j£neas    Gazsus  in   Theophrafto,    in  Vandal.  1-  i.  c.  7.  p.  igS.      Gregor.  Mag-    ^  ^' 

Biblioth.   Patrumj    torn.  viii.    p.  664,   665.  nus  Dialog,  iii.  32.     None  of  thefe  witne/les 

He  was  a  Chiiftian,  and  compofcd  this  Dia-  have  fpecified  the  number  of  the  confeflbrs, 

logue  (the  Theophraftus)  on  the  immortality  which  is  fixed  at  fixty  in  an  old  menology 

of  the  (oul,  and  the  refurreftion  of  the  body;  (apud  Ruinart,  p.  486.).     Two  of  them  loft 

feefides  twenty-five  Epiftles,  ilill  extant.     See  their  fpeech  by  fornication  ;    but  the  miracle 

Cave    (Hift.  Litteraria,  p.  297.)   and  Fabri-  is  enhanced  by  the  fingular  inftance  of  a  boy 

cius  (Bibl.  Graec.  tom.  i.  p.  422.)-  who  had  never  fpoken  before  his  tongue  was 

"*    Juftinian.    Codex,     1.    i.    tit.    xxvii.  cut  out. 

Marcellin.   in    Chron.    p.    4;.    in   Thefaur.  '^'  See  the  two  general  hiftorians  of  Spain, 

Temporum  Scaliger.     Procopius,    de  Bell.  Mariana  (Hift,  de  Rebus  Hifpanis,  tom.  i. 

4  A  2  1.  V. 
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C  F^  A  P.    LeoviG;iId,  the  Gotlilc  monarch  of  Spain,  defen-ed  the  rcfpecl  of  hii 
XXXVII.  ^^     '  ...  .  . 

enemies,  and  the  love  of  his  luhjedts :  the  Catholics  enjoyed  a  free 

toleration,    and  his  Arian  fynods  attempted,  without  muffh  fuccefs, 

to  reconcile  their  fcruples  by  aboliihing  tlic  unpopular  rite  of  a  fe~ 

cond  baptifni.     His  eldeft  fon  Hermenegikl,  who  was  inverted  by 

his  father  ^vith  the  royal  diadem,  and  the  fair  principality  of  Boetica, 

contraded  an  honourable  and  orthodox  alliance  with  a  Merovingian 

princefs,  the  daughter  of  Sigebeit  king  of  Auftrafia,  and  of  the  fa- 

,mouG  Brunechild.     The  beauteous  Ingundis,  who  was  no  more  than 

thirteen  years  of  age,  was  received,  beloved,  and  perfecuted,  in  the 

Arian  court  of  Toledo  ;  and  her  religious  conflancy  was  alternately 

affaulted  with  blandifhments  and  violence  by  Goifvintha,  the  Gothic 

queen,  who  abufed  the  double  claim  of  maternal  authority '".      In- 

cenfed  by  her  refiftance,  Goifvintha  feized  the  Catholic  princefs  by 

her  long  hair,  inhumanly  dallied  her  againft  the  ground,  kicked  her 

till  Ihe  was  covered  with  blood,  and  at  laft  gave  orders  that  (he  fhould 

be  dripped,  and  thrown  into  a  bafon,  or  fifh-pond  '".     Love  and 

konour  might  excite  Hermenegild  to  refent  this  injurious  treatment 

of  his  bride  ;   and  he  was  gradually  perfuaded,  that  Ingundis  fufFered 

for  the  caufe  of  divine  truth.    Her  tender  complaints,  and  the  weighty 

arguments  of  Leander,  archbifhop  of  Seville,  accompUlhed  his  con- 

verfion ;    and  the  heir  of  the  Gothic  monarchy  was  initial^  in  the 

Nicene  faith  by  the  folemn  rites  of  confirmation  '^'.     The  rafh  youth, 

1.  V.  c.  12—!;.  p.  182  — 194-)  and  Ferreras  fam  per  comam  capitis  puellam  in  terxam 
(French  tranflation,  torn.  ii.  p.  206  —  247.).  conlidit,  et  diu  calcibus  verberatam,  ac  fan- 
Mariana  almoll  forgets  that  he  is  a  Jefuit,  to  guine  cruentatam,  juflit  exfpoliari,  et  piTci- 
affiime  the  ftyleand  fpiritof  a  Roman  claffic.  ns  immergi.  Greg.  Turoi.  J.  v.  c.  39.  in 
Ferreras,  an  induArious  compiler,  reviews  torn.  ii.  p.  1(^5.  Gregory  is  one  of  our  heft 
his  fads,  and  reftifies  his  chronology.  originals  for  this  portion  of  hiftory. 

"*  Goifvintha  fuccefllvely  married  two  '^  The  Catholics  who  admitted  the  bap- 
kings  of  the  Vifigoths  :  Athanigild,  to  whom  tifm  of  heretics,  repeated  the  rite,  or,  as  ic 
Ihe  bore  Brunechild,  the  mother  of  Ingun-  was  afterwards  ilyled,  the  facrament  of  cor- 
dis ;  and  Leovigild,  whofe  two  fons,  Her-  iirmation,  to  which  they  afcribet!  many  myflic 
menegild  and  Recared,  were  the  iflue  of  a  and  marvellous  prerogatives,  both  vifi'ole  and 
former  marriage.  invifible.      See   Chardon,    Hill,   des   Sacre- 

"'  Iracundiie  furore  fuccenfaj  adprehen-  mens,  torn.  i.  p- 405  — 552. 

9  inflamed 
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inflamed  by  zeal,  and  perhaps  by  ambition,  was  tempted  to  violate    CHAP. 

the  duties  of  a  fon,  and  a  llibjed ;  and  the  Catholics  of  Spain,  al-  > ^ '-> 

though  they  could  not  complain  of  perfecution,   applauded  his  j)lous 
rebellion  againft  an  heretical  father.     The  civil  war  was  protraded 
by  the  long  and  obftinate  fieges  of  Merida,  Cordova,  and  Seville, 
which  had  ftrenuoufly  efpoufed  the  party  of  Hermencgild.     He  in- 
vited tlie  orthodox  Barbarians,  the  Suevi,    and  the  Franks,  to  the 
deftrudlion  of  his  native  land :  he  folicited  the  dangerous  aid  of  the 
Romans,  who  pofTeffed  Africa,  and  a  part  of  the  Spaniih  coaft  ;   and 
his  holy  ambafTador,  the  archbilhop  Leander,  effe^Stually  negociatcd 
in  perfon  with  the  Byzantine  court.      But  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics 
were  cruflied  by  the  a£hive  diligence  of  a  monarch  who  commanded 
the  troops  and  treafures  of  Spain  ;  and  the  guilty  Hermenegild,  after 
his  vain  attempts  to  refift  or  to  efcape,  was  compelled  to  furrender 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  an  incenfed  father.     Leovigild  was  ftilf 
mindful  of  that  facred  charadler  ;  and  the  rebel,  defpoiled  of  the  regal 
ornaments,  was  ftill  pernjltted,  in  a  decent  exile,  to  profefs  the  Ca- 
tholic religion.      His  repeated  and  unfuccefsful  treafons  at  length 
provoked  the  indignation  of  tlie  Gothic  king ;  and  the  fentence  of 
death,  which  he  pronounced  with  apparent  reludlance,  was  privately 
executed  in  the  tower  of  Seville.    The  inflexible  conftancy  with  which 
he  refufed  to  accept  the  Arian  communion,  as  the  price  of  his  flifetv,, 
may  excufe  the  honours  that  have  been  paid  to  the  memory  of  St. 
Hermenegild.     His  wife  and  infant  fon  were  detained  by  the  Ro- 
mans in  ignominious  captivity :    and  this  domeftic  misfortune  tar- 
nifhed  the  glories  of  Leovigild,  and  embittered  the  lafl  moments  of 
his  life. 

His  fon  and  fuccelTor,  Recared,  the  firll  Catholic  king  of  Spain,  Converfion 
had  imbibed  the  faith  of  his  unfortunate  brother,  which  he  fupported  and  dieXlfi. 
with  more  prudence  and  fuccefs.     Inftead  of  revolting  againft  his  %°^^.^  °^ 
father,  Recared  patiently  expc(fled  the  hoiir  of  his  death.     Infl:ead  ^-  ^-  5^6— 

of  ^  ^" 


•ss^ 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


CHAP,  of  condemning  his  memory,  he  pioufly  fuppofed,  that  the  dying 
monarch  had  abjured  the  errors  of  Arianifm,  and  recommended  to 
Jiis  fon  the  converfion  of  the  Gothic  nation.  To  accomphfh  that 
fahitary  end,  Recared  convened  an  affembly  of  the  Arian  clergy  and 
nobles,  declared  himfelf  a  Catholic,  and  exhorted  them  to  imitate  the 
example  of  their  prince.  The  laborious  interpretation  of  doubtful 
texts,  or  the  curious  purfuit  of  metaphyfical  arguments,  would  have 
excited  an  endlefs  controverfy  ;  and  the  monarch  difcreetly  propofed 
to  his  illiterate  audience,  two  fubftantial  and  vifible  arguments,  the 
teflimony  of  Earth,  and  of  Heaven.  The  Earth  had  fubmitted  to 
the  Nicene  fynod  :  the  Romans,  the  Barbarians,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Spain,  unanimoufly  profeffed  the  fame  orthodox  creed  ;  and  the 
Vifigoths  refifted,  almoft  alone,  the  confent  of  the  Chriftian  world. 
A  fuperftitious  age  was  prepared  to  reverence,  as  the  teftimony  of 
Heaven^  the  preternatural  cures,  which  were  performed  by  the  fkill 
or  virtue  of  the  Catholic  clergy ;  the  baptifmal  fonts  of  Oflet  in 
•Boetica "',  which  were  fpontaneoufly  replenilhed  each  year,  on  the 
vigil  of  Eafter  "'" ;  and  the  miraculous  fhrine  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours, 
which  had  already  converted  the  Suevic  prince  and  people  of  Galli- 
cia '".  The  Catholic  king  encountered  fome  difficulties  on  this  im- 
portant change  of  the  national  religion.  A  confpiracy,  fecretly  fo- 
rnented  by  the  queen-dowager,  was  formed  againft  his  life ;  and  two 
counts  excited  a  dangerous  revolt  in  the  Narbonnefe  Gaul.     But 


'^'  Oflet,  or  Julia  Condantia,  was  oppo- 
iite  to  Seville,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the 
Boetis  (  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  iii.  3.)  :  and  the 
authentic  reference  of  Gregory  of  Tours 
(Hill.  Francor.  1.  vi.  c.  43.  p.  288.)  de- 
ferves  more  credit  than  the  name  of  Lufita- 
nia  (de  Gloria  Martyr,  c.  24.),  which  has 
iieen  eagerly  embraced  by  the  vain  and  fu- 
perftitious Portuguefe  (Ferreras,  Hill.  d'jE- 
/pagne,  torn.  ii.  p.  166.). 


'^°  This  miracle  was  fkilfully  performed. 
An  Arian  king  fealed  the  doors,  and  dug  a 
deep  trench  round  the  church,  without  being 
able  to  intercept  the  Eafter  fupply  of  bap- 
tifmal water. 

•31  Ferreras  (torn.  ii.  p.  168— 175,  A.  D. 
550.)  has  illuftrated  the  difficulties  which 
regard  the  time  and  circumftances  of  the 
xonverfion  of  the  Suevi.  They  had  been 
recently  united  by  Leovigild  to  the  Gothic 
pionarxhy  of  Spain. 

Recared 
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Recared  difarmcd  the  confpirators,  defeated  the  rebels,   and  executed    chap, 
r          .     .              .                          .                                                               xxxvti. 
fevere  juftice  ;  which  the  Avians,  in  their  turn,  might  brand  with  the    v- — ^ » 

reproach  of  perfecution.  Eiglit  bifhops,  whofe  names  betray  their 
Barbaric  origin,  abjured  their  errors  ;  and  all  the  books  of  Arian  the- 
ology were  reduced  to  alhes,  with  the  houfe  In  which  they  had 
been  purpofely  coUedlcd.  The  whole  body  of  the  Vifigoths  and 
Suevi  were  alhired  or  driven  into  the  pale  of  the  Catholic,  communion ; 
the  faith,  at  leaft  of  the  rifmg  generation,  was  fervent  and  fincere ; 
and  the  devout  liberality  of  the  Barbarians  enriched  the  churches  and 
monafteries  of  Spain.  Seventy  bifhops,  affembled  in  the  council  of 
Toledo,  received  the  fubmiffion  of  their  .conquerors  ;  and  the  zeal  of 
the  Spaniards  improved  the  Nicene  creed,  .by  declaring  the  proceffion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,.  from  the  Son,  as  well  as  from  the  Father ;  a 
weighty  point  of  dodrine,  which  produced,  long  afterwards,  the 
fchifm  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches  '^\  The  royal  profelyte  im- 
mediately faluted  and  confulted  pope  Gregory,  furnamed  the  Great, 
a  learned  and  holy  prelate,  whofe  reign  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
converfion  of  heretics  and  infidels.  The  ambafladors  of  Recared 
refpedfully  offered  on  the  threfhold  of  the  Vatican  his  rich  prefents 
of  gold  and  gems :  they  accepted,  as  a  lucrative  exchange,  the  hairs 
of  St.  John  the  Baptift ;  a  crofs,  which  inclofed  a  fmall  piece  of  the 
true  wood  ;  and  a  key,  that  contained  feme  particles  of  iron  which 
had  been  fcraped  from  the  chains  of  St.  Peter  '". 

The  fame  Gregory,  the  fpiritual  conqueror  of  Britain,  encouraged   Converfion 
the  pious  Theodelinda,  queen  of  the  Lombards,  to  propagate  the  Nl-   bards  of 
cene  faith  among  the  vidorious  favages,  whofe  recent  Chriftianity  was  ^[^  jj  ^^^ 


&c. 


'^*  This  addition  to  the  Nicene,  or  rather  (Gerard  Voffius,  torn.  vi.  p.  527.  de  tribus 

the  Conftantinopolitan  creed,  war;  firft  made  Symbolis). 

.     ,       .  ,   ,             .,     ^^  ,    ,       ,    T^   ,  '"  See   Greq-or.  Masjn.   J.  vii.  epift.  126. 

an  the  eighth  counci   oi  1  oledo,   A.D.  6c?;  ,  r>         •           a        i    t?     i  r    a    t-> 

°     ,                                                '•'  apud  Baronium,   Annal.  Ecclef.  A.D.  599, 

but  it  was  exprcffive  of  the  popular  doftrine  M*  25,  26. 

polluted 
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polluted  by  the  Arum  hereiy.  Her  devout  labours  ftill  left  room  for 
the  induftry  and  fuccefs  of  future  miffionaries ;  and  many  cities  of 
Italy  were  flill  difputed  by  hoftlle  bllhops.  But  the  caufe  of  Arianifai 
was  gradually  fuppreifed  by  the  weight  of  truth,  of  interefl:,  and  of 
example ;  and  the  coutroverfy,  which  Egypt  had  derived  from  the 
Platonic  fchool,  was  terminated,  after  a  war  of  three  hundred  years, 
by  the  final  coaverfion  of  the  Lombards  of  Italy '". 

The  firft  miflionaries  who  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Barbarians, 
appealed  to  the  evidence  of  reafon,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  tole-  . 
ration '".  But  no  fooner  had  they  eftabliflied  their  fpiritual  domi- 
nion, than  they  exhorted  the  Chriftian  kings  to  extirpate,  without 
mercy,  the  remains  of  Roman  or  Barbaric  fuperftition.  The  fuccef- 
fors  of  Clovis  inflitSed  one  hundred  lafhes  on  the  peafants  who  re- 
fufed  to  deflroy  their  idols ;  the  crime  of  facrificing  to  the  daemons 
was  puniihed  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  with  the  heavier  penalties  of 
imprifonment  and  confifcation ;  and  even  the  wife  Alfred  adopted, 
as  an  indifpenfable  duty,  the  extreme  rigour  of  the  Mofaic  inflitu- 
tions  '^\  But  the  puniihment,  and  the  crime,  were  gradually  abo- 
lifhed  among  a  Chriftian  people :  the  theological  difputes  of  the 
fchools  were  fufpended  by  propitious  ignorance ;  and  the  intolerant 
fpirit,  which  could  find  neither  idolaters  nor  heretics,  was  reduced 
to  the  perfecution  of  the  Jews.  That  exiled  nation  had  founded  fome 
fynagogues  in  the  cities  of  Gaul ;  but  Spain,  fince  the  time  of  Ha- 


''*  Paul  Warnefrld  (de  Geftis  Langobard. 
1.  iv.  c.  44..  p.  853.  edit.  Grot.)  allows  that 
Arianifm  Aill  prevailed  under  the  reign  of 
Rotharis  [A.  D.  636  —  652.).  The  pious 
Deacon  does  not  attempt  to  mark  the  precife 
sera  of  the  national  converfion,  which  was 
accomplifhed,  however,  before  the  end  of 
the  feventh  century. 

'^5  Quorum  fidei  et  converfioni  ita  con- 
gratulatus  efle  rex  perhibetur,    ut  nullum 


tamen  cogeret  ad  Chriftianifmum  ....  Dldi- 
cerat  enim  a  dc6loribus  auftoribufque  fuae 
falutis,  fervitium  Chrilli  voluntaiium  non 
coaftitiura  efie  debere.  Beds  Hifl.  Ecclc- 
ilaftic.  1.  i.  c.  26.  p.  6z.  edit.  Smith. 

"*  See  the  Hillorians  of  France,  torn.  iv. 
p.  114.;  and  Wilkins,. Leges  Anglo-Saxo- 
nicae,  p.  11.  31.  Siquis  facrificium  immo- 
laverit  practer  Deo  foli  morte  moiiatur. 

drian, 
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drian,  was  filled  with  their  numerous  colonies  '".     The  wealth  which    CHAP. 
'  XXXVfl. 

they  accumulated  by  trade,    and  the  management  of  the  finances,   ' « ' 

invited  the  pious  avarice  of  their  mailers ;  and  they  might  be  op- 
prefled  without  danger,  as  they  had  loft  the  ufe,  and  even  the  re- 
membrance, of  arms.  Sifebut,  a  Gothic  king,  who  reigned  in  the 
beginning  of  the  feventh  century,  proceeded  at  once  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremes of  perfecution  '^'.  Ninety  thoufand  Jews  were  compelled  to 
receive  the  facrament  of  baptifm  ;  the  fortunes  of  the  obftinate  infi- 
dels were  confifcated,  their  bodies  were  tortured  ;  and  it  feems  doubt-- 
ful  whether  they  were  permitted  to  abandon  their  native  country. 
The  exceffive  zeal  of  the  Catholic  king  was  moderated,  even  by  the 
clergy  of  Spain,  who  folemnly  pronounced  an  inconfiftent  fentence  : 
ii>at  the  facraments  fhould  not  be  forcibly  impofed ;  but  f/jai  the 
Jews  who  had  been  baptized  fhould  be  conftrained,  for  the  honour 
of  the  church,  to  perfevere  in  the  external  practice  of  a  religion 
which  they  difbelieved,  and  detefted.  Their  frequent  relapfes  pro- 
voked one  of  the  fucceffors  of  Sifebut  to  banifh  the  whole  nation 
from  his  dominions ;  and  a  council  of  Toledo  publilhed  a  decree,- 
that  every  Gothic  king  fliould  fwear  to  maintain  this  falutary  edi£t. 
But  the  tyrants  were  unwilling  to  difmifs  the  vidims,  whom  they 
delighted  to  torture,  or  to  deprive  themfelves  of  the  induftrious 
fiaves,  over  whom- they  might  exercife  a  lucrative  oppreffion.  The 
Jews  ftill  continued  in  Spain,  under  the  weight  of  the  civil  and  ec- 
clefiaftical  laws,    which  in  the  fame  country  have  been  fiithfully 

'^'    The  Jews  pretend  that  they  were  in-  viHe,    mentions,    difapproves,    and   congra- 

tToduced  into  Spain   by  the  fleets   of  Solo-  tulates,   die  zeal  of  Sifebut    (Cliron.  Guih.- 

mon,    and    the   arms    of   Nebuchadnezzar;  p.  728.).      Baronius    (A.  D.  614,    N"  41.) 

that  Hadrian  tranfported  forty  thoufand  fa-  affigns  the  number  on  the  evidence  of  A-imoin 

milies  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  ten  thou-  (1.  iv.  c.  22.)  :    but  the  evidence  is  weak, 

fand  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  &c.     Bafnage,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  verify  the  quo- 

Hift.  des  Juifs,  torn.  vii.  c.  9.  p.  240-256.  tation    (Hiitoriaiis  of  France,    torn.  iii.    p. 

'^''  Ifidore,  at  that  time  archbifliop  of  Se-  127,). 

Vol.  III.  4  B  tranfcribcd 
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CHAP,    tranfcribed  in  the  Code  of  the  Inquifition.     The  Gothic  kinc;s  and 
XXXVII.       ,  .  :  .    .        . 

c— V- — '    bifhops  at  length  difcovered,  that  injuries  will  produce  hatred,  and 

that  hatred  will  find  the  opportunity  of  revenge,  A  nation,  the  fecret 
or  profefTed  enemies  of  Chriftianity,  ftill  multiplied  in  fervitude,  and 
diftrefs ;  and  the  intrigues  of  the  Jews  promoted  the  rapid  fuccefs  of 
the  Arabian  conquerors  '^'. 
Conclufion.  As  foon  as  the  Barbarians  withdrew  their  powerful  fupport,  the 
unpopular  herefy  of  Arius  funk  into  contempt  and  oblivion.  But 
the  Greeks  ftiil  retained  their  fubtle  and  loquacious  difpofition :  the 
eftablifhment  of  an  obfcure  dodtrine  fuggefted  new  queflions,  and 
new  dlfputes  J  and  it  was  always  in  the  power  of  an  ambitioias  pre- 
late, or  a  flmatic  monk,  to  violate  the  peace  of  the  church,  and, 
perhaps,  of  the  empire.  The  hiftorian  of  the  empire  may  overlook 
thofe  difputes  which  were  confined  to  the  obfcurity  of  fchooJs  and 
fynods.  The  Manichxans,  who  laboured  to  reconcile  the  religions 
of  Chrift  and  of  Zoroafter,  liad  fecretly  introduced  themfelves  into 
the  provinces  :  but  thefe  foreign  fe<flaries  wtre  involved  in  the  com- 
mon difgrace  of  the  Gnoftics,  and  the  Imperial  laws  were  executed 
by  the  public  hatred.  The  rational  opinions  of  the  Pelagians  were 
propagated  from  Britain  to  Rome,  Africa,  and  Paleftine,  and  filently 
expired  in  a  fuperftitious  age.  But  the  Eafl  was  diilraded  by  the 
Neftorlan  and  Eutychian  controverfies ;  which  attempted  to  explain 
the  myftery  of  the  Incarnation,  and  haftened  the  ruin  of  Chriftianity 
In  her  native  land.  Thefe  controverfies  were  firft  agitated  under-tfee 
reign  of  the  younger  Theodofius  :  but  their  important  confequences 
extend  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  prefent  volume.     The  metaphy- 

'"  Bafnage    (torn.  viii.    c.  13.    p.  388 —  of  the  "Viligoths,  many  curious  circumflances, 

400.)  faithfully  leprefents  the  Itate  of  the  effential  to  his  fubjeft,  though  they  are  fo- 

Jews  :    but  he  might  have  added  from  the  reign  to  mine, 
canons  of  the  Spanilh  councils,  an-d  the  lawf 

fical 
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fical  chain  of  argumenr,  the  contcfts  of  ecclefiaftical  ambition,  and    CHAP. 

XXXvil. 

their  pohtical  influence  on  the  dccHne  of  the  Byzantine  empire, 
may  afford  an  interefting  and  inftrudlive  feries  of  hiftory,  from  the 
general  councils  of  Epkefus  and  Chakedon,  to  the  conqucfl  of  the 
Eaft  by  the  fucceffors  of  Mahomet. 


4  B  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXXVIII. 

Reign  and  Cofive?'Jion  of  Clovis, — His  ViSlories  over  the 
Alemanni^  Burgundians-^  and  Vifigoths. — RJlabUpoment 
of  the  French  Monarchy  in  GauL — Laws  of  the  Barba- 
rians.— State  of  the  Rojnans, — The  Vifgoths  of  Spain* 
— Conquefl  of  Britain  by  the  Saxons. 

CHAP.  '  I  ^HE  Gauls',  who  impatiently  fupported  the  Roman  yoke, 
-    '_f      Jl.      received  a  memorable  leflbn  from  one  of  the  lieutenants  of 

don  of  Gaul  Vefpafian,  whofe  weighty  fenfe  has  been  refined  and  exprefled  by  the 
genius  of  Tacitus  *.  "  The  protection  of  the  republic  has  delivered 
'*'  Gaul  from  internal  difcord,  and  foreign  Invafions.  By  the  lofs  of 
*'  national  independence,  you  have  acquired  the  name  and  privileges 
"  of  Roman  citizens.  You  enjoy,  in  common  with  ourfclves,  the 
"  permanent  benefits  of  civil  government ;  and  your  remote  fitua- 
■"  tion  is  lefs  expofed  to  the  accidental  mifchiefs  of  tyranny.  Inflead 
*'  of  exercifmg  the  rights  of  conqueft,  we  have  been  contented  to 
*'  impofe  fuch  tributes  as  are  requifite  for  your  own  prefervation. 
•"  Peace  cannot  be  lecured  without  armies ;  and  armies  muft  be  fup- 

'  In  this  chapter  I  fliall  draw  my  quota-  Such  a  national  work,  which  will  be  con- 

tions  from    the   Recueil  des  Hiftoriens   des  tinued  to  the  year  1500,  might  provoke  our 

Gaules  et  de  la  France,  Paris,  1738 — 1767,  emulation. 

in  eleven  volumes  in  folio.     By  the  labour         »  Tacit.  Hift.  iv.  73,  74.  in  torn.  i.  p.  445. 

of  Dom.  Bouquet,  and  the  other  Benedic-  To  abridge  Tacitus,  would  indeed  be  pre- 

tines,  all  the  original  teftimonies,  as  far  as  fumptuous  :    but  I  may  felecT;   the  general 

A.  D.  1060,    are  difpofed  in  chronological  ideas  which  he  applies  to  the  prefent  Hate 

order,    and  illullrated  with   learned   notes,  and  future  revolutions  of  G:iul. 

"  ported 


<c 
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ported  at  the  expence  of  the  people.     It  is  for  your  fake,  not  for    ^JtuirT' 


"  our  own,  that  we  guard  the  barrier  of  the  Rhine  againft  the  fero- 
**  cious  Germans,  who  have  fo  often  attempted,  and  who  will  al- 
*'  ways  defire,  to  exchange  the  folitude  of  their  woods  and  moraffes 
"  for  the  wealth  and  fertility  of  Gaul.  The  fall  of  Rome  would  be 
"  fatal  to  the  provinces  ;  and  you  would  be  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
"  that  mighty  fabric,  which  has  been  raifed  by  the  valour  and  wif- 
"  dom  of  eight  hundred  years.  Your  imaginary  freedom  would  be 
"  infulted  and  opprefled  by  a  favage  mafter ;  and  the  expulfion  of 
"  the  Romans  would  be  fucceeded  by  the  eternal  hoftilities  of  the 
"  Barbarian  conquerors  '."  This  falutary  advice  was  accepted,  and 
this  ftrange  prediction  was  accomplifhed.  In  the  fpace  of  four  hun- 
dred years,  the  hardy  Gauls,  who  had  encountered  the  arms  of  Cse- 
far,  were  imperceptibly  melted  into  the  general  mafs  of  citizens  and 
fubjefts  :  the  Weftern  empire  was  diffolved  ;  and  the  Germans,  who 
had  pafled  the  Rhine,  fiercely  contended  for  the  poffeflion  of  Gaul, 
and  excited  the  contempt,  or  abhorrence,  of  its  peaceful  and  polifhed 
inhabitants.  With  that  confcious  pride  which  the  pre-eminence  of 
knowledge  and  luxury  feldom  fails  to  infpire,  they  derided  the  hairy 
and  gigantic  favages  of  the  North ;  their  ruftic  manners,  diflbnant 
joy,  voracious  appetite,  and  their  horrid  appearance,  equally  dif- 
gufting  to  the  fight  and  to  the  fmell.  The  liberal  ftudies  were  ftill 
cultivated  in  the  fchools  of  Autim  and  Bordeaux ;  and  the  language 
of  Cicero  and  Virgil  was  familiar  to  the  Gallic  youth.  Their  ears 
were  aftoniflied  by  the  harfh  and. unknown  founds  of  the  Germanic 
dialeft,  and  they  ingenioufly  lamented  that  the  trembhng  mufes  fled 
from  the  harmony  of  a  Burgundian  lyre.  The  Gauls  were  endowed 
with  all  the  advantages  of  art  and  nature  ;  but  as  they  wanted  cou- 

'  Eadem  Temper  caufa  Germanis  tranfcen-  lum  vofque  ipfos  poflidercnt Nam  pulfis 

dendi   in    Gallias   libido  atque   avaritia;   et  Romanis  quit!  aliud  <jiiam  bclla  omnium  in- 

nuitanda:  fedis   amor;    lit   reliftis  paludibus  ter  fe  gentium  cxfillent  ? 
et  iblitudinibus  fuis,  fecundiffimum  hoc  fc- 

rage 
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c  H  A  P.    rage  to  defend  them,  they  were  juftly  condemned  to  obey,  and  even' 

»— V '    to  flatter,  the  vidorious  Barbarians,  by  whofe  clemency  they  held 

their  precarious  fortunes  and  their  lives  *. 
Euric,  king        As  foon  as   Odoaccr  had  extrnguifhcd  the  V/eflem  empire,    he 
gotVs!    ' '"     fought  the  friaidflnp  of  the  mod  powerful  of  the  Barbarians.     The 
485!^*  ^"^^^  rie^  fovereign  of  Italy  refigned  to  Euric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,   all 
the  Roman  conquefts  beyond  the  Alps,  as  far  as  the  Rhine  and  the 
Ocean ' :    and  the  fenate  might  confirm  this  liberal  gift  with  fome 
oftentation  of  power,  and  without  any  real  lofs  of  revenue  or  domi- 
nion.    The  lav^rful  pret^nfions  of  Euric  were  juflificd  by  ambition 
and  fuccefs ;    and  the  Gothic  nation  miglrt  afpire,  under  his  com- 
mand, to  the  monarchy  of  Spain  and  Gaul.     Aries  and  Marfeilles 
furrendered  to  his  arms  :    he  opprefled  the  freedom  of  Auvergne  \. 
and  the  bifliop  condefcended  to  purchafe  his  recal  from  exile  by  a 
tribute  of  juft,   but  reludant,   praife.     Sidonius  waited  before   the 
gates  of  the  palace  among  a  crowd  of  ambafladors  and  fuppliants ; 
and   their  various  bufmefs  at  the   court:  of  Bordeaux  attefted  the 
power,  and  the  renown,  of  th-e  king  of  the  Vifigoths.     The  Herula 
of  the  diftant  ocean,  who  painted  their  naked  bodies,  with  its  C3:ru- 
lean  colour,  implored  his  protedtion  ;  and  the  Saxons  refpe<Sled  the 
maritime  provinces  of  a  prince,  who  was  deftitute  of  any  naval  force.. 
The  tall  Burgundians  fubmitted  to  his  authority ;  nor  did  he  reftore 
the  captive  Franks,  till  he  had  impofed  on  that  fierce  nation  the 
terms  of  an  unequal  peace.     The  Vandals  of  Africa  cultivated  his 
ufeful  friendfhip  ;  and  the  Oftrogoths  of  Pannonia  were  fupported  by 
his  powerful  aid  againft  the  opprefTion  of  the  neighbouring  Huns^ 
The  North  (fuch  are  the  lofty  ftrains  of  the  poet)  W'ls  agitated,  or 

♦  Sidonius  Apollinaris  ridicules,  with  af-  Grotius  inclines  me'  to  believe,  that  he  has 

fcfted  wit  and  pleafantry,  the  hardfhips  of  not  fubllituted  the  Riine  for  x\\t  Rhone  (Hift. 

his  iituation  (Carm.  xii.  in  torn.  i.  p.  811.).  Gothorum,  p.   175.)  without    the  authority 

'    See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Gothico,    1.  i.  of  fome  MS. 
c.  12.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  31.     The  eharailer.  of 

5  appeafed,. 
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•nppeafed,  by  the  nod  of  Euric  ;    tlie  great  king  of  Perfia  confulted    9  ^.  ^  ^- 

1  ^  r  -xxT     r\  AA.Wlil. 

the  oracle  or  the  Weft ;    and  the  aged  god  of  the  Tyber  was  pro-    » . ' 

tedled  by  the  fwclhng  genuis  of  the  Garonne  ^  The  fortune  of  na- 
tions has  often  depended  on  accidents ;  and  France  may  afcribc  her 
greatnefs  to  the  premature  death  of  the  Gothic  king,  at  a  time  when 
his  fon  Ahiric  was  an  helplefs  infant,  and  his  adverfary  Clovis '  an 
ambitious  and  vaUant  youth. 

While  Childerlc,  the  father  of  Clovis,  lived  an  exile  in  Germany,   Clovis,  king 
he  was   hoipitably  entertained    by   the   queen,    as   well   as  by  the   Franks, 
king,    of  the   Thuringians.      After  his   reftoration,    Bafma   efcaped   '^^•^^•481  — 
from  her  hufband's  bed  to  the  arms  of  her  lover ;    freely  declaring, 
that  if  flie  had  known  a  man  wifer,  ftronger,  or  more  beautiful,  than 
-Childeric,  that  man  Ihould  have  been  the  objed:  of  her  preference ', 
Clovis  was  the  offspring  of  this  voluntary  union  ;  and,  when  he  was 
no  more  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  fucceeded,  by  his  father's  death, 
to  the  command  of  the  Salian  tribe.     The  narrow  limits  of  his  king- 
dom '  were  confined  to  the  iiland  of  the  Batavians,  with  the  ancient 
diocefes  of  Tournay  and  Arras  '° ;  and  at  the  baptifm  of  Clovis,  the 
•number  of  his  warriors  could  not  exceed  five  thoufand.     The  kin- 
dred tribes  of  the  Franks,  who  had  feated  themfelves  along  the  Bclgic 
Tivers,  the  Scheld,   the  Meufe,   the  Mofelle,    and  the  Rhine,  were 

*  SIdonius,  I.  vlli.    epift.  3.  9.  in  torn.  i.     not  \vi(h  to  defame  the  mother  of  the  firll 
p.  800.     Jornandes  (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  47.     Chriftian  king. 

.p.  680.)  juftifies,  in  fome  meafure,  this  per-  '  The  Abbe  Dubos  (Hill.  Critique  de 
trait  of  the  Gothic  hero.  I'Etabliflement  de  la  Monarchic  Franfoife 
'  I  life  the  familiar  appellation  oi  Cloniis,  dans  les  Gaules,  torn.  i.  p.  630  —  650.)  ha:: 
from  the  Latin  Chhdo-vechus,  or  ClAodo-vrcus.  the  merit  of  defining  the  primitive  kingdom 
But  theC^  expre/les  only  the  German  afpi-  of  Clovis,  and  of  afcertaining  the  genainc 
ration  ;  and  the  true  n.ime  is  not  different  number  of  his  fubjefts. 
from  Luduin,  or  Leivis  (Mem,  de  I'Academie  '°  Ecclefiam  incultam  ac  negligentia  ai- 
des Infcriptions,  torn.  XX.  p.  6'.).  vium    Paganorum    pra;termiflam,     veprium 

*  Greg.  Turon.    1.  ii.    c.  12.    in   torn.   i.  denfitate   oj-plctam,    &c.     Vit.   St.  Vedafti, 
p.  168.     Bafina  fpcaks  the  language  of  Na-  in  torn.  iii.  p.  372.     This  defcription  fup- 
lure  :   the  Franks,  who  had  feen  her  in  their  p^yfes  that  Arras  was  pofl'efled  by  the  Pagans, 
youth,    might   converfe   with    Gregory,    in  ^any  years  before  the  bipiifm  of  Clovis. 
their  old  age  ;  .ind  the  bilhop  of  Tours  cotsld 

governed 
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governed  by  their  independent  kings,  of  the  Merovingian  race  ;  the 
equals,  the  allies,  and  fometimes  the  enemies,  of  the  Salic  prince. 
But  the  Germans,  who  obeyed,  in  peace,  the  hereditary  jurifdidlon 
of  their  chiefs,  were  free  to  follow  the  flandardof  a  popular  and 
vidtorious  general ;  and  the  fuperior  merit  of  Clovis  attracted  the 
refpedt  and  allegiance  of  the  national  confederacy.  When  he  hrft 
took  the  field,  he  had  neither  gold  and  filver  in  his  coffers,  nor  wine 
and  corn  in  his  magazines  "  :  but  he  imitated  the  example  of  Caefar,, 
who,  in  the  fame  country,  had  acquired  wealth  by  the  fword,  and 
purchafed  foldiers  with  the  fruits  of  conquert.  After  each  fuccefsful 
battle  or  expedition,  the  fpoils  were  accumulated  in  one  common 
mafs  ;  every  warrior  received  his  proportionable  fliare,  and  the  royal 
prerogative  fubmitted  to  the  equal  regulations  of  militaiy  law.  The 
untamed  fpirlt  of  the  Barbarians  was  taught  to  acknowledge  the  ad- 
vantages of  regular  difcipline  '*.  At  the  annual  review  of  the  month" 
of  March,  their  arms  were  diligently  infpedled  ;  and  when  they  tra- 
A^erfcd  a  peaceful  territory,  they  were  prohibited  from  touching  a 
blade  of  grafs.  The  juftice  of  Clovis  was  inexorable  ;  and  his  care*, 
lefs  or  difobedient  foldiers  were  punifhed  with  inftant  death.  It 
would  be  fuperfluous  to  praife  the  valour  of  a  Frank  :  but  the  valour 
of  Clovis  was  directed  by  cool  and  confummate  prudence '\  In  all 
his  tranfadlions  with  mankind,  he  calculated  the  weight  of  intereft, 
ofpaflion,  and  of  opinion ;  and  his  meafures  were  fometimes  adapted 
to  the  fanguinary  manners  of  the  Germans,  and  fometimes  moderated 
by  the  milder  genius  of  Rome,  and  Chriftianity.     He  was  inter- 


"  Gregory  of  Tours  (!.  v.  c,  i .  in  torn.  ii. 
p.  232.)  contrafts  the  povercy  of  Clovis  with 
the  Wealth  of  his  grandfons.  Yet  Remigius 
(in  torn.  iv.  p.  52.)  mentions  his  faternaj 
Bfes,  as  fufiiclent  for  the  redemption  of  cap- 
tives. 

'*  See  Gregory  (1.  ii.  c.  27.  37.  in 
torn.  ii.  p.  175.  i8j,  182.).  The  famous 
ilory  of  the  vafe  of  Soiflbns  explains  both  the 

9 


power  and  the  charaGer  of  Clovis.  hi  a 
point  of  controverfy,  it  has  been  llrangely 
tortured  by  Boulainvilliers,  Dobos,  and  the 
other  political  antiquarians. 

'^  The  duke  of  Nivernois,  a  noble  ftatef- 
man,  who  has  managed  weighty  and  delicate 
negociations,  ingenioufly  illuftrates  (Mem.  de 
I'Acad.  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  xx.  p.  147  — 
184.)  the  political  fyilem  of  Clovis. 

cepted 
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cepted  in  the  career  of  vidlory,  fincc  he  died  in  the  forty-fifth  year  ^  J"^  ^  P. 

of  his  age  :    but  he  had  already  accompliflied,  in  a  reign  of  thirty    < ,-  -^ 

years,  the  eftablifliment  of  the  French  monarchy  in  Gaul. 

The   iirft  exploit  of  Clovis  was  the  defeat  of  .Syae;rius,  the  fon  Hisviaoiy 

•'    "         '  overSya- 

of  jEgidius  ;  and  the  public  quarrel  might,  on  this  occafion,  be  in-  g^ius, 
llamed  by  private  refentment.  The  glory  of  the  father  ftill  infulted 
the  Merovingian  race  ;  the  power  of  the  fon  might  excite  the  jealous 
ambition  of  the  king  of  the  Franks.  Syagrius  inherited,  as  a  patri- 
monial eftate,  the  city  and  diocefe  of  Soillbns  :  the  defolatc  remnant 
of  the  fecond  Belgic,  Rheims  and  Troyes,  Beauvais  and  Amiens, 
would  naturally  fubmit  to  the  count  or  patrician  '* ;  and  after  the 
diflbl'iuion  of  the  Weftern  empire,  he  might  reign  with  the  title,  or 
at  leaft  with  the  authority,  of  king  of  the  Romans".  As  a  Roman, 
he  had  been  educated  in  the  liberal  fludies  of  rhetoric  and  jurifpru- 
dence  ;  but  he  was  engaged  by  accident  and  policy  in  the  fami- 
liar ufe  of  the  Germanic  idiom.  The  independent  Barbarians 
reforted  to  the  tribunal  of  a  ftranger,  who  poflefled  the  fmgular 
talent  of  explaining,  in  their  native  tongue,  the  dictates  of  reafon 
and  equity.  The  diligence  and  afflibility  of  their  judge  rendered 
him  popular,  the  impartial  wifdom  of  his  decrees  obtained  their  vo- 
luntary obedience,  and  the  reign  of  Syagrius  over  the  Franks  and 
Burgundians,  feemed  to  revive  the  original  inftitution  of  civil  fo- 
ciety  '^.     In  the  midft  of  thefe  peaceful  occupations,  Syagrius  re- 

'^  M.  Biet  (in  a  DifTertatlon  which  de-  Patricius  for  the  incredible  \x\.\e  oi  Rex  Ro- 

ferved  the  prize  of  the  Academy  of  SoifTons,  manovum. 

p.    17S  — 226.)    has    accurately   defined    the  "*   Sidonius   (1.  v.  epift.   5.   in  torn.  i.  p. 

nature  and   extent  of  the  kingdom  of  Sya-  79-I..),  who   ftiles  him   the  Solon,  the  Am- 

grius,  and   his  father;     but  he  too  readily  phion,  of  the  Barbarians,  addrefies  this  jma- 

allows  the  flight  evidence  of  Dubos  (torn.  ii.  ginary   king  in   the   tone  of  friendship  and 

p.  54  — 57.)    to  deprive  him  of  Beauvais  and  equality.     From   fuch  offices  of  arbitration, 

Amiens.  the  crafty  Dejoces  had  raifej  himfelf  to  the 

'5  I  may  obferve  that  Frcdegarius,  in  his  throne  of  the  IVIedes  (Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  96 — 

Epitome  of  Gregory  of  Tours  (torn.  ii.  p.  100.). 
398.),  has  prudently  fubftituted  the  name  of 

Vol.  III.  4  G  ceived, 
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CHAP,    celved,  and  boldly  accepted,  the  hoftile  defiance  of  CFovis :  who 
XXXVJII.  '  .....  . 

challenged  his  rival,  in  the  fpirit,  and  almoft  in  the  language,  of 

chivalry,  to  appoint  the  day,  and  the  field  '\  of  battle.  In  the  time 
of  Ca^far,  SoifTons  would  have  poured  forth  a  body  of  fifty  thoufaiid 
horfe  ;  and  fuch  an  army  might  have  been  plentifully  fupphed  with 
fliields,  cuiraffes,  and  military  engines,  from  the  three  arfenals,  or 
manufactures,  of  the  city  '^  But  the  counig-c  and  numbers  of  the 
Gallic  youth  were  long  fince  exhaufled ;  and  the  loofe  bands  of  vo- 
lunteers, or  mercenaries,  who  marched  under  the  ftandard  of  Sya- 
grius,  were  incapable  of  contending  with  tlie  national  valour  of  the 
Franks,  It  would  be  ungenerous,  without  fome  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  his  ftrength  and  refources,  to  condemn  the  rapid 
flight  of  Syagrius,  who  efcaped,  after  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  to  the 
diftant  court  of  Thouloufe.  The  feeble  minority  of  Alaric  could 
not  aflift,  or  protedl,  an  unfortunate  fugitive;  the  pufiUanimous " 
Goths  were  intimidated  by  the  menaces  of  Clovis  ;  and  the  Roman 
iift^g,  after  :a  fhort  confinement,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
executioner.  The  Belgic  cities  furrendered  to  the  king  of  the 
Franks  ;  and  his  dominions  were  enlarged  towards  the  Eaft  by  the 
ample  diocefe  of  Tongres  '°,  which  Clovis  fubdued  in  the  tenth  jeax 
of  his  reign. 

'^  Campom  fibipraparari  juffit.     M.  Biet  "  The  epithet   mud  be  confined  to   the 

(p.  226 — 251.)  has  diligently  afcertained  this  circumllances ;  and  hiftory  cannot  juftify  the 

field  of   battle,    at   Nogent,    a    Benedidtine  French  prejudice  of  Gregory  (1.  ii.  c.  27.   in 

•abbey,  about  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Soif-  torn.  ii.  p.  17^-),  ut  Gothorum  pavere  mt>s 

fons.     The  ground  was   marked  by  a  circle  eft. 

of  Pagan  fepulchres;    and  Clovis   beftowcd  '°  Dubos  has  fatisfied  me(tom.  i.  p.  277 — ■ 

the  adjacent  lands  of  Leuilly  and  Coucy  on  286.)  that  Gregory  of  Tours,  his  tranfcribers 

the  church  of  Rheims.  or  his  readers,   have  repeatedly  confounded 

"  See  Casfar.  Comment,  de  Bell.    Gallic,  the  German  kingdom  of  Thuringia,  beyond 

ii.   4.   in  torn.   i.  p.   2zo.  and  the    Notitia;,  the  Rhine,  and   the  Gallic  city  of  Tongria, 

torn.  i.  p.  126.     The  three  Fabrics  of  Soif-  on  the  Meufe,  which  was  more  anciently  the 

fons  were,    Scutaria,  Balijiiria,  and   CUku-  country  of  the  Eburones,  and  more  recently 

taria.   The  laft  fupplied  the  complete  armour  the  diocefe  of  Liege, 
cf  the  heavy  cuirafllers. 

The 
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The  name  of  the  Alcmanni  has  been  abfurdly  derived  from  their    ^'  ^'^  ^  P. 

xxxviir 
Imaginary  fettlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Leman  lake  ".  That  fortunate    " ^ — ^ 

diftria:,  from  the  lake  to  Avenchc,  and  Mount  Jura,  was  occujiied  by  fubmifiion  of 
the  Burgundians  ".  The  northern  parts  of  Helvetia  had  indeed  been  '„t  ^'^'"^"' 
fubdued  by  the  ferocious  Alemainii,  wlio  deftroyed  with  their  own  ^'  ^'  ''^^' 
hands  the  fruits  of  their  couqueft.  A  province,  improved  and  adorned 
by  the  arts  of  Rome,  was  again  reduced  to  a  Hivage  w^ilderncfs  ;  and 
fome  veftige  of  the  ftately  VindoniiTa  may  ftill  be  difcovered.  in  the 
fertile  and  populous  valley  of  the  Aar  ^\  From  the  fource  of  the 
Rhine,  to  its  conflux  with  the  Mein  and  the  Mofclle,  the  formidable 
fwarms  of  the  Alemanni  commanded  either  fide  of  the  river,  by 
the  right  of  ancient  pofleffion,  or  recent  vidory.  They  had  fpread 
themfelves  into  Gaul,  over  the  modern  provinces  of  Alfaceand  Lor- 
raine; and  their  bold  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of  Cologne  fummoned 
the  Salic  prince  to  the  defence  of  his  Ripuarian  allies.  Clovis  en- 
countered the  invaders  of  Gaul  in  the  plain  of  Tolbiac,  aboiit 
twenty-four  miles  from  Cologne ;  and  the  two  fierceft  nations  of 
Germany  were  mutually  animated  by  the  memory  of  paft  exploits, 
and  the  profpe£l  of  future  greatnefs.  The  Franks,  after  an  obftinate 
ftruggle,  gave  way  ;  and  the  Alemanni,  raifmg  a  fliout  of  vidory, 
impetuoufly  prefled  their  retreat.     But  the  battle  was  reftored  by 

*'  Populi  habitantes  juxta  Lemannum  la-  and  are  rtill  difcriminated,  in  modern  Swit- 

cum,  Alemanni  &\c^TiVax.    Servius,  ad  Virgil,  zerland,  by  the  life  of  the  German,  or  French, 

Georgic.  iv.  278.     Dom  Bouquet    (torn.  i.  language. 

p.  817.)  has  only  alleged  the  more  recent  and         *'  See  Guilliman.  de  Rebus  Helveticis,  I. 

corrupt  text  of  Ifidore  of  Seville.  i.e.  3.  p.  11,   12.     Within  the  ancient  walls 

*'  Gregory  of  Tours  fends  St.  Lupicinus  of  Vindonifla,  the  caftle  of  Habfburgh,  the 
inter  ilia  Jurenfis  deferti  fecreta,  quae,  inter  abbey  of  Konigsfield,  and  the  town  of  BrucI;, 
Burgundiam  Alamanniamque  fita,  Aventicje  have  fucceffively  arifen.  The  philofophic 
adjacent  civitati,  in  torn.  i.  p.  648.  M.  de  traveller  may  compare  the  monuments  of 
Watteville  (Hill,  de  la  Confideration  Helve-  Roman  conqueil,  of  feudal  or  Auftrian  ty- 
tique,  torn.  i.  p.  9,  10.)  has  accurately  de-  ranny,  of  monkirti  fuperiHtion,  and  of  in- 
fined  the  Helvetian  limits  of  the  dutchy  of  duftrious  freedom.  If  he  be  truly  a  phl- 
Alemannia,  and  the  Tranjurane  Burgundy,  lofopher,  he  will  applaud  the  merit  and 
They  were  commenfurate  with  the  diocefes  happinefs  of  his  own  times, 
of  Conftance  and  Avenche,    or  Laufanne, 

4  C  2  the 
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C  H  A  P.    ii^Q  valour,  the  condu£l,  and  perhaps  hy  the  piety,  of  Clovis  ;  and  the 

XXXV  ill. 

V— , — « — -<  event  of  the  bloody  day  decided  for  ever  the  alternative  of  empire 
or  fervitude.  The  laft  king  of  the  Alemanni  w^as  flain  in  the  field, 
and  his  people  w^is  flaughtered  and  purfued,  till  they  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  yielded  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  Without 
difcipline  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  rally ;  they  had  contemp- 
tuoufly  dcmolilhed  the  walls  and  fortifications  which  might  have 
protected  their  diftrefs  ;  and  they  were  followed  into  the  heart  of 
their  forefts,  by  an  enemy,  not  lefs  adive,  or  intrepid,  than  them- 
felves.  The  great  Theodoric  congratulated  the  vidory  of  Clovis, 
whofe  fifter  Albofleda  the  king  of  Italy  had  lately  married  ;  but  he 
mildly  interceded  with  his  brother  in  favour  of  the  fuppliants  and 
fugitives,  who  had  implored  his  protedion.  The  Gallic  territories, 
which  were  pofl"efled  by  the  Alemanni,  became  the  prize  of  their 
conqueror ;  and  the  haughty  nation,  invincible,  or  rebellious, 
to  the  arms  of  Rome,  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  the  Me- 
rovingian kings,  who  gracioufly  permitted  them  to  enjoy  their  pe- 
culiar manners  and  inftitutions,  under  the  government  of  official, 
and,  at  length,  of  hereditary,  dukes.  After  the  conqueft  of 
the  Weftern  provinces,  the  Franks  alone  maintained  their  ancient 
habitations  beyond  the  Rhine.  They  gradually  fubdued,  and  civil- 
ifed,  the  exhaufted  countries,  as  far  as  the  Elbe,  and  the  mountains 
of  Bohemia ;  and  the  peace  of  Europe  was  fecured  by  the  obe- 
dience of  Germany''*. 
Converfion  Till  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  Clovis  continued  to  worll'iip  the 

A.D.  496.     gods  of  his  ancellors^'.     His  difbelief,  or  rather  difregard,  of  Chril- 

tianlty,. 

^*  Gregory  cf  Tours  (I.  ii.  30.  37.  in  torn,  to  the  grandfon  of  Clovis.     Tlie  ftate  of  the 

ii.  p.  176,  177.  182.),  the  Gella  Francorum  Alemanni  under  the  Merovingian  kings,  may 

(in  torn.  ii.  p.  551.).  and  the  epillle  of  Theo-  be  feen   in  Mafcou    (Hift.   of   the   Ancient 

doric  (Caffiodor.  Variar.  1.  ii.  c.  41.  in  torn.  Germans,  xi.  8,  &c.  Annotation  xxxvi.)  and 

iv.    p.  4.),  reprefent  the  defeat  of  the  Ale-  Guilliman  (de  Reb.  Helvet.  1.  ii.  c.  10— iz. 

jnantii.     Some  of  their  tribes  fettled  in  Rhas-  p.  72 — 80.). 

tia,  under  the  proteftion  of  Theodoric;  whofe  ^'  Clotilda,  or  rather  Gregory,  fuppofos 

facceflbrs  ceded  the  colony  and  their  country  that  Clovis  worlhipped  the  gods  of  Greece- 

and. 
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tianity,  might  encourage  him  to  pillage  with  lefs  remorfe  the  churches    ^.'^  ^  ^- 

of  an   hoftile  territory  :  but  his  fubjeds  of  Gaul   enjoyed   the  free 

exercife  of  religious  worfliip  ;  and  the  bifhops  entertained  a  more  fa-^ 

vourable  hope  of  the  idolater,  than  of  the  heretics.  The  Merovingian 

priitce  had  contradted  a  fortunate  alliance  with  the  fair  Clotilda,  the 

niece  of  the  king  of  Burgundy,  who,   in  the  midfl:  of  an   Arian 

court,  was  educated  in  the  profeffion  of  the  Catholic  faith.     It  was 

her  intereft,  as  well  as  her  duty,  to  atchieve  the  converfion  "  of  a 

Pagan  hufband  ;  and   Clovis  infenfibly  liftened  to  the  voice  of  love 

and  religion.  He  confented,  (perhaps  fuch  terms  had  been  previoufly 

ftipulated)  to  the  baptiim  of  his  eldeft  fon ;  and  though  the  fudden 

death  of  the  infant  excited  fome  fuperftitious  fears,  he  was  perfuaded, 

a  fecond  time,  to  repeat  the  dangerous  experiment.     In  the  diftrefs 

of  the  battle  of  Tolbiac,  Clovis  loudly  invoked  the  god  of  Clotilda 

and  the  Chriftians  ;  and  vidlory  difpofed  him  to  hear,  with  refpedlful 

gratitude,  the  eloquent ""  Remigius  ""^j  bifhop  of  Rheims,  who  forcibly 

dil'played  the  temporal  and  fpiritual   advantages   of  his   converfion. 

The   king   declared  himfelf  fatisfied   of   the   truth   of   the  Catholic 

faith  ;  and   the  political  reafons   which  might   have   fufpended  his. 

and  Rome.     The  fafl  is  Incredible,   and  the  mations  from  the  fecretary  or  bookfeller  of 

millake  only  (hews   how  completely,   in   lefs  the  modeft  archbifhop   (Sidonius  Apollinnr. 

than  a  century,  the  naiicnal  religion  of  the  1.  ix.  epift..  7.)-     Four  cpiftlas  of  Remigius,. 

Franks   had  been   abolilhed,  and  even    for-  which  are  ftill  extant  (in  torn.  iv.  p.  51,  52,. 

gotten.  S3-)'  do  not  correfpond  with   the  fplendid 

^*  Gregory  of  Tours  relates  the  marriage  praife  of  Sidonius. 
and  converfion  of  Clovib  (1.  ii.  c.  28—31.  in  ^^  Hincmar,  one  of  the  fucceffors  of  Re- 
torn.  ii.  p.  175  —  178.).  Even  Fredegarius,  migiiis  (A.  D.  845  — 882.),  has  compofed  his 
or  the  namelefs  Epitomizer  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  life  (in  torn.  iii.  p.  373  —  380.).  The  a,utho- 
39S— 400.),  the  author  of  the  Gella  Fran-  rity  of  ancient  MSS.  of  the  church  of  Rheims 
coruni  (in  tom.ii.  p.  548 — 552.),  andAimoin  might  infpire  lome  confidence,  which  is  dc- 
himfelf  (l.i.  c.  13.  in  torn.  iii.  p.  37  —  40.),  ftroyed,  however,  by  the  feififh  and  aiidscions 
may  be  heard  without  difdain.  Tradition  fiftioiis  of  Hincmar.  It  ii  remarkable  enousjli,. 
might  long  prelerve  fome  curious  circura-  that  Remigius,  who  was  confecrated  at  the 
llances  of  thefe  important  tranfaftions.  age  of  twenty-two  (A.  D.  457.),   filled  the 

^'  A  traveller,  who  returned  from  Rheims  epifcopal  chair  feventv- four  years  (Pagi  Cri- 

to  Auvergne,  had  llolen  a  copy  of  his  Decla-  tica,  in  Baron,  torn,  ii,  p.  384.  572.). 

;gublic- 
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CHAP,  pvibllc  profefTion,  were  removed  by  the  devout  or  loyal  acclamations 
*— V— — '  of  the  Franks,  who  fliewed  themfelves  alike  prepared  to  follow  their 
heroic  leader,  to  the  field  of  battle,  or  to  the  baptifmal  font.  The 
important  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  cathedral  of  Rheims, 
with  every  circumftance  of  magnificence  and  folemnity,  that  could 
imprefs  an  awful  fenfe  of  religion  on  the  minds  of  its  rude  profe- 
lytes  ".  The  new  Conftantine  was  immediately  baptifed,  with  three 
thoufand  of  his  warlike  fubje£ts  ;  and  their  example  was  imitated 
by  the  remainder  of  the  gentle  Barbarians^  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
victorious  prelate,  adored  the  crofs  which  they  had  burnt,  and  burnt 
the  idols  which  they  had  formerly  adored  '°.  The  mind  of  Clovis 
was  fufccptible  of  tranfient  fervour :  he  was  exafperated  by  the  pa- 
thetic tale  of  the  paflion  and  death  of  Chrift;  and,  inftead  of  weighing 
the  falutary  confequences  of  that  myfterious  facrifice,  he  exclaimed 
with  indifcreet  fuiy,  "  Had  1  been  prefent  at  the  head  of  my  valiant 
"  Franks,  I  would  have  revenged  his  injuries  ^'."  But  the  favage 
conqueror  of  Gaid  was  incapable  of  examining  the  proofs  of  a  reli- 
gion, which  depends  on  the  laborious  inveftigation  of  hiftoric  evi- 
«•  dence,   and  fpeculative  theology.     He  was   ftill   more  incapable   of 

feeling  the  mild  influence  of  the  gofpel,  which  perfuades  and  puri- 
fies the  heart  of  a  genuine  convert.  His  ambitious  reign  was  a 
perpetual  violation  of  moral  and  Chriftian  duties ;   his  hands  were 

*'  A  vial  {\\\t  Sainte  Jmpoulle)  c>^\\o\)',  Q-:  ^'  Mitts  depone    colla,    Sicamber :   adcra 

rather  celelHal,  oil,  was  brought  down  by  a  quod  incendifti,  incende  quod  adorafti.  Greg, 

white  dove,   for  the  baptifin  of  Clovis  ;  and  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  3  i.  in  torn.  it.  p.  177. 
it  is  ftill   ufed,  and  renewed,  in  the  corona-         3'   Si  ego  ibidem  cum  Francis  meis  fuiflem, 

tion  of  the  kings  of  France.     Hincmar  (he  injurias  ejus  vindicaflem.     This  rafti  expref- 

afpired  to  tlie  primacy  of  Gaul)  is  the  firft  fion,  which  Gregory  has  prudently  concealed, 

author  of  this   fable  (in   torn.   iii.  p.   377.)  is  celebrated  by  Fredegarius  (Epitoin.  c.  21. 

vvhofe  flight  foundations  the  Abbe  de  Vertot  in  tom.  ii.  p.  400.),  Aimoin   (1.  i.  c.    16.  in 

(Memoires  d.e   I'Academie  des  Infcription,';,  tom.  iii.  p.  40.),  and  the  Chroniques  de  St. 

tom.  ii.  p.  619  — 633.)  has  undermioed,  with  Denys  (1.  i.   c.  20.  in   tom.  iii.  p.  171.),  as 

profound   refpc^t,    and  confummate   dexte-  an  admirable  effufion  of  Chriilian  zeal, 
rity, 

ftained 
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ftalaed  with  blood,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  :    and,  as  foon  as    ^  ^^  •'^  ^^ 
^      .  ,-       ,  .  ^  -  XXX  VIII. 

Clovis  had  difmiflcd  a  I'ynud  of  the  Gallican  church,  he  calmly  af- 

faflinated  a//  the  princes  of  the  Merovingian  race  ^\  Yet  the  king 
of  the  Franks  might  fincerely  worfhip  the  Chriftian  God,  as  a  Being 
more  excellent  and  powerful  than  his  national  deities ;  and  the 
(ignal  deliverance  and  victory  of  Tolblac  encouraged  Clovis  to 
confide  in  the  future  protediou  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  Martin,  the 
mod  popular  of  the  fiiints,  had  filled  the  Weilern  world  with  the 
■fame  of  thofe  miracles,  which  were  inceflantly  performed  at  his  holy 
fepulchre  of  Tours.  His  vifible  or  invifible  aid  promoted  the  cau.^e 
of  a  .liberal  and  orthodox  prince  ;  and  the  profane  rem-ark  of  Clovis 
himfelf,  that  St.  Martin  was  an  expenfive  friend  ",  need  not  be  in- 
terpreted as  the  fymptom  of  any  permanent,  or  rational,  fcepticifm. 
But  earth,  as  well  as  heaven,  rejoiced  in  the  converfion  of  the 
Franks.  On  the  memorable  day,  w^hen  Clovis  afcended  from  the 
baptifmal  font,  he  alone,  in  the  Chriftian  world,  deferved  the  name 
and  prerogatives  of  a  Catholic  king.  The  emperor  Anaftafius  en- 
tertained fome  dangerous  errors  concerning  the  nature  of  the  divine 
incarnation;  and  the  Barbarians  of  Italy,  Africa,  Spain,  and  Gaul 
were  involved  in  the  Arian  herefy.  The  eldeft,  or  rather  the  only, 
fon  of  the  church,  was  acknowledged  by  the  clergy  as  their  lawful 
fovereign,  or  glorious  deliverer ;  and  the  arms  of  Clovis  were  ftre- 
nuoufly  fupported  by  the  zeal  and  favour  of  the  Catholic  fac- 
tion '*. 

•*  Gregory,  (1.  ii.  c.  40  —  43.  in  tom.  ii.  p.  till    the   price  of  his  reccmption  had  been 

183  —  185.)  after  coolly  relating  tlie  repeated  doubled.     This  r^irae/c provoked  the  liing  to 

crime-s,  and  affefled  remorfe,  of  Clovis,  con-  exclaim,  Vere  B.  Martinusefl  bonus  in  auxi- 

cludes,  perhaps  iindefignedly,  with  a  leflbn,  lio,  fed  carus  in  negotio  (Gefta  Francorum, 

which  ambition  will   never  hear;   "  His  ita  in  torn.  ii.  p.  554,  555.). 

"  tranfaftis  .  .  .  oblit."  ^*  See  the  epiftle  from  pope  Anaftafius  to 

'■'  After  the  Gojhic   \'iftorv,  Clovis  made  the  royal  convert   (in  torn.   iv.  p.  50,  51.). 

rich  offerings  to  St.  Martin  of  Tour.<:.    'fie  Avitus,  bifliop  of  Vienna,  addreffed    Clovis 

wiflied  to  redeem   his  war-horfe  by  the  gift  oil  the  fame  fubje(fl  (p.  49^.) ;  and  many  of 

of  one  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;  but  the  en-  the  Latin  bifhops  would  aflure  him  of  their  joy 

chanted  fteed  could  not  move  from  the  liable  and  attachment. 

3  ,  •  Under 
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9.  ^^,'^„?"         Under  the   Roman   empire,    the   wealth  and  iurifdicition  of  the 
xxxvin.       _  ^  •'  ^ 

— :•'- — '    bifliops,  their  facred  charadler,  and  perpetual  office,  their  numerous 

Submlflion  ••irriiii 

of  the  Anno-  dependents,  popular  eloquence,  and  provmcial  alTemblies,  had  ren- 
the^Roman  dercd  them  always  rcfpedable,  and  fometimes  dangerous.  Their 
iroops,  influence  was  augmented  with  the  progrcfs  of  fuperftition,  and  the 

•>^c.  eftabiifhment  of  the   French  monarchy  may,   in   fome   degree,    be 

afcribcd  to  the  Ihni  alliance  of  an  hundred  prelates,  who  reigned  in 
the  difcontented,  or  independent,  cities  of  Gaul.  The  flight  foun- 
dations of  the  Armorican  republic  had  been  repeatedly  fhaken,  or 
•overthrown  ;  but  the  fame  people  flill  guarded  their  domeftic  free- 
•dom  ;  afferted  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  name;  and  bravely  re- 
iifted  the  predatory  inroads,  and  regular  attacks,  of  Clovis,  who 
■laboured  to  extend  his  conquefts  from  the  Seine  to  the  Loire.  Their 
fuccefsful  oppohtion  introduced  an  equal  and  honourable  union. 
The  Franks  efteemed  the  valour  of  the  Armoricans  ",  and  the  Ar- 
moricans  were  reconciled  by  the  religion  of  the  Franks.  The  mi- 
litary force,  which  had  been  ftationed  for  the  defence  of  Gaul, 
confifted  of  one  hundred  different  bands  of  cavalry  or  infantry ;  and 
thefe  troops,  w^hile  they  affumed  the  title  and  privileges  of  Roman 
foldiers,  were  renewed  by  an  incelTant  lupply  of  the  Barbarian  youth. 
The  extreme  fortifications,  and  fcattered  fragments,  of  the  empire, 
were  flill  defended  by  their  hopelefs  courage.  But  their  retreat 
was  intercepted,  and  their  communication  was  impradlicable  :  they 
were  abandoned  by  the  Greek  princes  of  Conllantinople,  and  they 
pioufly  difclaimed  all  connexion  with  the  Arian  ufurpers  of  Gaul. 
They  accepted,  without  fhame  or  reluctance,  the  generous  capitula- 
tion, which  was  propofed  by  a  Catholic  hero ;  and  this  fpurious,  or 

^'   Inftead  of  the  A^€oj-.p(;oi,  an  unknown  Yet  an  unprejudiced  reader  would  naturally 

people,  who  now  appear  in  the  text  of  Proco-  fuppofe,  tliat  Procopius  means  to  defcribe  a 

f)ius,  Hadrian  deValois  has  rcftored  the  proper  t/ibe  of  Germans  in  the  alliance  of  Rome  ; 

name  of  the   Afftsjvxf  ;  and    this   eafy  cor-  and  not  a  confederacy  of  Gallic  cities,  which 

reclioji  has  been  almoll  univerfally  approved,  had  revolted  from  liie  empire. 

4  legitimate. 
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legitimate,  progeny  of  the  Roman  legions,  was  diftinguifhed  In  the  C  H  A  i'. 
,-  ,.  ,  ,  .  ,  .  %  ,  ^  XXXVIII. 
iucceedmg  age  by  their  arms,  their  enfigns,  and  their  peculiar  drcfs    ' . ' 

and  inftitutions.  But  the  national  ftrength  was  increafed  by  thefc 
powerful  and  voluntary  acceffions ;  and  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
dreaded  the  numbers,  as  well  as  the  fpirit,  of  the  Franks.  The  re- 
duction of  the  Northern  provinces  of  Gaul,  inftcad  of  being  de- 
cided by  the  chance  of  a  fingle  battle,  appears  to  have  been  flowly 
effeded  by  the  gradual  operation  of  M^ar  and  treaty;  and  Clovis 
acquired  each  ohje£l  of  his  ambition,  by  fuch  efforts,  or  fuch  con- 
ceflions,  as  were  adequate  to  its  real  value.  ///>  favage  character, 
and  the  virtues  of  Henry  IV.  fuggeft  the  moft  oppofite  ideas  of 
human  nature :  yet  fome  refemblance  may  be  found  in  the  fituation 
of  two  princes,  who  conquered  France  by  their  valour,  their  policv, 
and  the  merits  of  a  feafonable  converfion  ^^ 

The  kingdom  of  the  Burgundians,  which  was  defined  by  the  TlieBurgun- 
courle  ot  two  (jallic  rivers,  the  baone  and  the  Rhone,  extended  A.  D.  499. 
from  the  foreft  of  Vofges  to  the  Alps  and  the  fea  of  Marfeilles". 
The  fceptre  was  in  the  hands  of  Gundobald.  That  valiant  and 
ambitious  prince  had  reduced  the  number  of  royal  candidates  by  the 
death  of  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  the  father  of  Clotilda  ^^ ; 
but  his  imperfedl  prudence  ftill  permitted  Godegefil,  the  youngeft 

^*  This  important  digrefiion  of  Procopius  pofed  to  reprefent  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy,, 
(de  Bell.  Gothic.  J.  i.  c.  12.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  A.  D.  519.  (Concil.  Epaon.  in  torn.  iv.  p. 
29  —  36.)  illuflrates  the  origin  of  the  French  104,  105.).  Yet  I  would  except  VindoniHa. 
monarchy.  Yet  I  mult  obfehve,  1.  That  the  The  bifhop,  who  lived  under  the  Pagan  Ale- 
Greek  hiftorian  betrays  an  inexcufable  igno-  maani,  would  naturally  refort  to  the  fynods 
ranee  of  the  geography  of  the  Weft.  2.  That  of  the  next  Chriftian  kingdom.  Mafcoa  (in 
thefe  treaties  and  privileges,  which  (hould  his  four  firft  annotations)  has  explained  many 
leave  fome  lafling  traces,  are  totally  invifible  circumftances  relative  to  the  Burgundir.n  mo- 
jn  Gregory  of  Tours,  the  Salic  laws,  &c.  narchy. 

"  Regnum  circa  Rhodanum  aut  Ararim  ^' Mafcou  (Hift.  of  the  Germans,  xi.  10.), 
cum  provincii  Maflilienfi  retinebant.  Greg,  who  very  reafonably  diflruils  the  teftimony 
Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  ^2.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  178.  The  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  has  produced  a  pafiage 
province  of  Marfeilles,  as  far  as  the  Durance,  from  Avitus  (epift.  v.},  to  prove  that  Gun- 
was  afterwards  ceded  to  the  Oilrogoths :  and  dobald  aftefted  to  deplore  the  tr.agic  event, 
the  fignatures  of  twenty-five  bifhops  are  fup-  which  his  fubjefts  affected  to  applaud. 

Vol.  III.  4  D  of 


51' 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


C  HA  P.    of  }^is  brothers,  to  poflefs  the   dependent  principality  of  Geneva; 

\- — ..^  The  Arian  monarch  was  juftly  alarmed  by  the  fatisfadion,  and  the 
hopes,  which  feemed  to  animate  his  clergy  and  people,  after  the 
converfion  of  Clovis  ;  and  Gundobald  convened  at  Lyons  an  aflem- 
bly  of  his  bifhops,  to  reconcile,  if  it  were  poffihle,  their  religious 
and  political  difcontents.  A  vain  conference  was  agitated  between 
the  two  fadtions.  The  Arians  upbraided  the  Catholics  with  the 
worfhip  of  three  Gods:  the  Catholics  defended  their  caufe  by  theo- 
logical diftindlions ;  and  the  ufual  arguments,  objedlions,  and  re- 
plies, were  reverberated  with  obftinate  clamour ;  till  the  kin^  re- 
vealed his  fecret  apprehenfions,  by  an  abrupt  but  decifive  queftion, 
which  he  addrefled  to  the  orthodox  bifhops.  "  If  you  truly  profefs 
*'  the  Chriflian  religion,  why  do  you  not  reftrain  the  king  of 
*'  the  Franks  ?  He.  has  declared  war  againft  me,  and  forms  alliances 
"  with  my  enemies  for  my  deftrudlion.  A  fanguinary  and  covet- 
"  ous  mind  is  not  the  fymptom  of  a  fmcere  converfion  :  let  him 
"  Ihew  his  fiuth  by  his  works."  The  anfwer  of  Avitus,  bifhop  of 
Vienna,  who  ipoke  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  was  delivered  with 
the  voice  and  countenance  of  an  angel.  "  We  are  ignorant  of  the 
"  motives  and  intentions  of  the  king  of  the  Franks :  but  we  are 
"  taught  by  fcripturc,  that  the  kingdoms  which  abandon  the  divine 
"  law,  are  frequently  fubverted ;  and  that  enemies  will  arife  on 
"  every  fide  againft  thofe  who  have  made  God  their  enemy.  Re- 
"  turn,  with  thy  people,  to  the  law  of  God,  and  he  will  give  peace 
"  and  fecurity  to  thy  dominions."  The  king  of  Burgundy,  who 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  condition,  which  the  Catholics  conr- 
fidered  as  eflential  to  the  treaty,  delayed  and  difmifled  tlie  ecclefiafti-  ^ 
cal  conference ;  after  reproaching  his  bifhops,  that  Clovis,  their  friend 
and  profelyte,  had  privately  tempted  the  allegiance  of  his  brother^'. 

The 

'»  See  the  original  conference  (in  torn.  iv.     and  probably  the  fecretary  of  the  meetingj 
p.  99-ioa.).    Avituj,  the  principal  after,     was  bifhop  of  Vienna.     A  fhorc  account  of 

bis. 
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The  allegiance  of  his  brother  was  already  feduced  ;  and  the  obe-    CHAP. 

XXXVIII 
dience  of  Godegefil,  who  joined  the  royal  ftandard  with  the  troops    ^ — ^--^ 

of  Geneva,  more  efFedtually  promoted  the  fuccefs  of  the  coufpiracy.  cLvL^,  ° 
While  the  Franks  and  Burgundians  contended  with  equal  valour,  his  ^'  ^'  ^°°' 
feafonable  defertion  decided  the  event  of  the  battle  ;  and  as  Gundo- 
bald  was  fliintly  fupported  by  the  difaffeded  Gauls,  he  yielded  to  the 
arms  of  Clovis,  and  haftily  retreated  from  the  field,  which  appears 
to  have  been  fituate  between  Langres  and  Dijon.  He  diftrufted  the 
ftrength  of  Dijon,  a  quadrangular  fortrefs,  encompafled  by  two 
rivers,  and  by  a  wall  thirty  feet  high,  and  fifteen  thick,  with  four 
gates,  and  thirty-three  towers '*'' :  he  abandoned  to  the  purfuit  of 
Clovis  the  important, cities  of  Lyons  and  Vienna  ;  and  Gundobald 
ftill  fled  with  precipitation,  till  he  had  reached  Avignon,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 
A  long  fiege,  and  an  artful  negociation,  admoniflied  the  king  of  the 
Franks  of  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  his  entei-prife.  He  impofed 
a  tribute  on  the  Burgundian  prince,  compelled  him  to  pardon  and 
reward  his  brother's  treachery,  and  proudly  returned  to  his  own 
dominions,  with  the  fpoils  and  captives  of  the  fouthern  provinces. 
This  fplendid  triumph  was  foon  clouded  by  the  intelligence,  that 
Gundobald  had  violated  his  recent  obligations,  and  -that  the  unfor- 
tunate Godegefil,  who  was  left  at  Vienna  with  a  garrifon  of  five 
thoufand  Franks*',  had  been  befieged,  furprifed,  and  maflacred,  by 
his  inhuman  brother.     Such  an  outrage  might  have  exafperated  the 

his  perfon  and  works  may  be  found,  in  Du-  the  dukes  of  Burgundy.   Longuerue  Defcrip- 

pin  (Bibliotheque   Ecclefiaftique,  torn.  v.  p.  ticn  de  la  France,  parti,  p.  280. 

5—10.).  *'  The  Epitomizer  of  Gregory  of  Tours 

*°  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  iii.  c.  19.  in  torn,  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  401.)  has  fupplied  this  num- 

ii.   p.    197.)   indulges   his  genius,  or  rather  bcr  of  Franks  ;   but  he  ralhiy  fuppofes  that 

tranfcrlbes    fome   more  eloquent  writer,  in  they  were  cut  in  pieces  by  Gundobald.    The 

the  defcription  of  Dijon  ;  a  caftie,  which  al-  prudent  Burgundian  fpared    the   foldiers  of 

jreadydeferved  the  title  of  a  city.  Jt  depended  Clovis,  and  fent  thefe  cnptives  to  the  kino- 

on  the  bifliops  of  Langr.-s  till  the  twelfth  cen-  of  the  Vifigoths,  who  fettled  them  in  the  ter- 

-tury,  and  afterwards   became  the  capital  of  ritory  of  Thouloufe. 

4^2  patience 
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CHAP,    patience  of  the  moft  peaceful  fovereign  ;  yet  the  conqueror  of  Gaul 
wl-^,— '    diffembled  the  injury,  releafed  the  tribute,  and  accepted  the  alliance, 
and  military  fervice,  of  the  king  of  Burgundy.     Clovis  no  longer 
poflefTed  thofe  advantages  which  had  aifured  the  fuccefs  of  the  pre- 
ceding war ;  and  his  rival,   inftruded  by  adverfity,  had  found  new 
refources  in  the  affedions  of  his  people.     The  Gauls  or  Romans  ap- 
plauded the  mild  and  impartial  laws  of  Gundobald,  which   almoft 
raifed  them  to  the  fame  level  with  their  conquerors.     The  bifhops 
were  reconciled,  and  flattered,  by  the  hopes,  which  he  artfully  fug- 
gefted,  of  his  approaching  converfion  ;  and  though  he  eluded  their 
accomplifhment  to  the  lafl:  moment  of  his  life  ;  his  niodera.tion  fe- 
cured  the  peace,  and   fufpended  the  ruin,   of  the  kingdom  of  Bur- 
gundy *\ 
Final  con-  I  am  impatient  to  purfue  the  final  ruin  of  that  kingdom,  which 

gumiybythe  was  accornpllfhed  under  the  reign  of  Sigifmond,  the  fon  of  Gun- 
>ranks.  ^  dobald.  The  Catholic  Sigifmond  has  acquired  the  honours  of  a 
faint  and  martyr  ■*' ;  but  the  hands  of  the  royal  faint  were  ftained 
with  the  blood  of  his  innocent  fon,  whom  he  inhumanly  facrificed  to 
the  pride  and  refentment  of  a  ftepmother.  He  foon  difcovered  his 
error,  and  bewailed  the  irreparable  lofs.  While  Sigifmond  embraced 
the  corpfe  of  the  unfortunate  youth,  he  received  a  fevere  admonition 
from  one  of  his  attendants  :  "  It  is  not  his  fituation,  O  king !  it  is 
"  thine  which  deferves  pity  and  lamentation."  The  reproaches  of 
a  guilty  confcience  v\'^ere  alleviated,  however,  by  his  liberal  dona- 
tions to  the  monaftery  of  Agaunum,  or  St.  Maurice,  in  Vallais ; 
which  he  himfelf  had  founded  in  honour  of  the  imaginary  martyrs  of 

♦'  In  tlusSurgundian  war  I  have  followed  torn.  ii.  p.  126  — 162.)  has  diftinftly  repre- 
Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  32,  33.  in  torn.  ii.  fented  the  caufes  and  the  events. 
p.  178,  179)>  whofe  narrative  appears  fo  ♦'  See  his  life,  or  legend  (in  torn.  iii.  p. 
incompatible  with  that  of  Procopius  (de  Bell.  402.).  A  martyr  !  how  llrangely  has  that 
Goth.  1.  i.  c.  12.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  31,  32.),  word  been  diftorted  from  its  original  fenfe  of 
that  fome  critics  have  fuppofed  iivo  different  a  common  witnefs.  St.  Sigifmond  was  re- 
wars.  The  Abbe  Dubos  ^Hiil.  Critique,  &c.  markable  for  the  cure  of  fevers. 

I  the 
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the  Thebacan  legion**.     A  full   chorus  of  perpetual  pfalmody  was    ^.^.f^  ^• 

inflituted   by  the  pious  king;    he  afTiduoufly  pratftlfed  the  auftere    ^ -.^ i 

devotion  of  the  monks  ;  and  it  was  his  humble  prayer,  that  heaven 
would  inflid  in  this  world  the  punifliment  of  his  fins.  His  prayer 
was  heard  :  the  avengers  were  at  hand  ;  and  the  provinces  of  Bur- 
gundy were  overwhelmed  by  an  army  of  vidorious  Franks.  Afler 
the  event  of  an  unfuccefsful  battle,  Sigifmond,  who  wilhed  to  pro- 
trad  his  life  that  he  might  prolong  his  pennance,  concealed  himfelf 
in  the  defert  in  a  religious  habit,  till  he  was  difcovered  and  betrayed 
by  his  fubjeds,  who  folicited  the  favour  of  their  new  mafters.  The 
captive  monarch,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  was  tranfported  to 
Orleans,  and  buried  alive  in  a  deep  well,  by  the  ftern  command 
of  the  fons  of  Clovis  ;  whofe  cruelty  might  derive  fome  excufe 
from  the  maxims  and  examples  of  their  barbarous  age.  Their 
ambition,  which  urged  them  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Bur- 
gundy, was  inflamed,  or  difguifed,  by  filial  piety:  and  Clotilda, 
whofe  fandity  did  not  confift  in  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  prefied 
them  to  revenge  her  father's  death  on  the  family  of  his  affaflin. 
The  rebellious  Burgundians,  for  they  attempted  to  break  their 
chains,  were  ftill  permitted  to  enjoy  their  national  laws  under  the 
obligation  of  tribute  and  military  fervice ;  and  the  Merovingian 
princes  peaceably  reigned  over  a  kingdom,  whofe  glory  and  great- 
nefs  had  been  firft  overthrown  by  the  arms  of  Clovis  *'. 

*■••  Before  the  end  of  the  fifth  century,  the  the    curious  remarks  of  a  learned    librarian 

church  of  St.    Maurice,    and   his  Theb:ean  of  Geneva. 

legion,   had  rendered   Agaunum  a  place  of  *'  Marius,  blfhop  of  Avenche   (Chron.  in 

devout    pilgrimage.     A   promifcuous    com-  torn.  ii.    p.    15.)    has  marked   the  authentic 

munity  of  both  fexes   had  introduced  fome  dates,  and  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  iii.  c.  5,  6.  in 

deeds   of  darknefs,    which    were    abolilhed  torn.  ii.  p.  188,1  89.)  has  exprefled  the  prin- 

(A.  D.    515.)   by  the  regular  monaftery  of  cipal  fafts,  of  the  life  of  Sigifmond,  and  the 

Sigifmond.     Within  fifty  years,  his  aii^eli  of  conqueft  of  Burgundy.     Procopius  (in  torn. 

light  made  a  nodlurnal  fally  to  murder   their  ii.  p.  34.)  and  Agathias  (in  com.  ii.  p.  49.) 

bifhop,  and  his  clergy.  See  in  the  Biblio-  fhew  their  remote  and  imperfed  knowledge. 
thequeRaifonnce  (torn,  xxxvi.  p.  435—438.) 

The 
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CHAP.        The  firfl  vldoiy  of  Clovis  had  infulted  the  honour  of  the  Goths. 

« . '   They  viewed  his  rapid  progrefs  with  jealoufy  and  terror ;  and  the 

war^  '  youthful  fame  of  Alaric  was  opprefTed  hy  the  more  potent  genius 
A.  D.  507.  ^f  j^jg  rival.  Some  difputes  inevitably  arofe  on  the  edge  of  their 
contiguous  dominions  ;  and  after  the  delays  of  fruitlefs  negociation, 
a  perfonal  interview  of  the  two  kings  was  propofed  and  accepted. 
This  conference  of  Clovis  and  Alaric  was  held  in  a  fmall  ifland  of 
the  Loire,  near  Amboife.  They  embraced,  familiarly  converfed, 
and  feafted  together ;  and  feparated  with  the  warmed  profeffions 
of  peace,  and  brotherly  love.  But  their  apparent  confidence  con- 
cealed a  dark  fufpicion  of  hofcile  and  treacherous  defigns ;  and  their 
mutual  complaints  folicited,  eluded,  and  dlfclaimed,  a  final  arbitra- 
tion. At  Paris,  which  he  already  confidered  as  his  royal  feat, 
Clovis  declared  to  an  aflcmbly  of  the  princes  and  warriors,  the  pre- 
tence, and  the  motive,  of  a  Gothic  war.  "  It  grieves  me  to  fee  that 
*'  the  Ai'ians  flill  poffefs  the  faireft  portion  of  Gaul.  Let  us  march 
"  againft  them  with  the  aid  of  God  ;  and,  having  vanquifhed  the 
""  heretics,  we  will  pofl'efs,  and  divide,  their  fertile  provinces  *'." 
The  Franks,  who  were  infpired  by  hereditary  valour  and  recent 
zeal,  applauded  the  generous  defign  of  their  monarch ;  expreffed 
their  refolution  to  conquer  or  die,  fince  death  and  conqueft  would 
be  equally  profitable  ;  and  folemnly  protelled  that  they  would  never 
ihave  their  beards,  till  vidlory  fhould  abfolve  thera  from  that  incon- 
venient vow.  The  enterprife  was  promoted  by  the  public,  or  pri- 
vate, exhortations  of  Clotilda.  She  reminded  her  hufband,  how 
eiFeciually  fome  pious  foundation  would  propitiate  the  Deity,  ana 
his  fervants :  and  the  Chriftian  hero,  darting  his  battle-axe  with  a 
,  fkilful  and  nervous  hand,  "  There  (laid  he),  on  that  fpot  where  my 

■*'  Gregory  of  Tours  (I.  ii.  c.  37,  in  torn,  thor  of  the  Gefia  Francorura,  in  torn.  ii.  p. 

•ii.  p.    181.)   inferts  the  fliort  b'jt  perfuafive  5^3.   adds  t!  e  precioas  epithet  of  optimam), 

fpeech  of  Clovis.     Valde  moleUe  fero,  qflod  earn  us  cum  Dei  adju:orio,   et,  fupsratis  eis, 

hi  Ariani  partem  teneant  Galiiarum  (the  all-  redigamus  te-rara  m  ditionein  no!tram. 

2  .  ■  *'  Fraiulfca 
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«.  pranclfca  *'  fliall  fall,  will  I  ercdt  a  church  in  honour  of  the  holy  ^^y ^rn 
"  apoftles."  This  oftentatious  piety  confirmed  and  judificd  the 
attachment  of  the  Catholics,  with  v/hom  he  fecretly  correfponded  ; 
and  their  devout  wifhes  were  gradually  ripened  into  a  formidable 
confpiracy. '  The  people  of  Aquitain  was  alarmed  by  the  indifcreet 
reproaches  of  their  Gothic  tyrants,  who  juftly  accufcd  them  of  pre- 
ferring the  dominion  of  the  Franks  ;  and  their  zealous  adherent 
Quintianus,  bifliop  of  Rodez  *',  preached'  more  forcibly  in  his  exile 
than  in  his  diocefe.  To  refift  thefe  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies, 
who  were  fortified  by  the  alliance  of  the  Burgundians,  Alaric  col- 
ledled  his  troops,  far  more  numerous  than  the  military  powers  of 
Glovis.  The  Villgoths  refumcd  the  exercife  of  arms,  which  they 
had  negledted  in  a  long  and  luxurious  peace"' :  a  fele£t  band  of  va- 
liant and  robuft  flaves  attended  their. mafters  to  the  field'";  and  the 
cities  of  Gaul  were  compelled  to  furnifh  their  doubtful  and  re-^ 
lu(£lant  aid.  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  who  reigned  in 
Italy,  had  laboured  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  Gaul ;  and  he 
aiTumed,  or  affected  for  that  purpofe,  the  impartiaF character  of  a 
mediator.  But  the  fagacious  monarch  dreaded  the  rifing  empire  of 
Clovis,  and  he  was  firmly  engaged  to  fupport  the  national  and  re-^ 
ligious  caufe  of  the  Goths,. 

*'  Tunc  rex  prcjecit  a  fe  in  direftum  Bi-  midtitudo  ;  quamvis  Attilam  potentem  remi- 

pennem  fuam  quod  ell  Francifca,  &c.  (Gefta  nifcamini  Viligotharum  viribus  inclinatum  ; 

Franc,  in  torn.  ii.  p.  554-)-     The  form,  and  tamen   quia  populorum  ferocia  corda  longa 

ufe,  of  this  weapon,  are  clearly  defcribed  by  pace  mollefcunt,  cavete  fubito  in  alcam  mit- 

Procopius  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  37.).'     Examples  of  tere,  quos   conflat    tantis    temporibus   exer- 

its  nfi//D?/a/ appellation  in  Latin  and  French,  citia  non  habere.    Soch  was  thefalutary,  but 

may  be   found  in  the  Glo/Tary  of  Ducange,  fruitlefs,  advice  of  peace,  of  reafon,  and  of 

and  the  large  Didionnaire  de  Trevoux.  Theodoric  (Caffiodor.  1.  iii.  ep.  2.). 

*^  It  is  lingular  enough,  that  fome  im-         'u  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xv.  c. 

portant  and  authentic  fafts  Ihould  be  found  14.)  mentions  and  approves  the  law  of  the 

in  a  life  of  Quintianus,  compofed  in  rhyme  Vifigoths  (1.  ix.  tit.  2.  in  torn.  iv.   p.  425.), 

in  the  old  Patois  cf  Rouergue   (Dabos  Hiil.  which  obliged  all  mafters  to  arm,  and  fend. 

Critique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  179.).  or   lead,    into  the   field,    a   tenth   cf  their 

*'  Quamvis  fortitudini  veflrs  confidentiam  flaves. 
ttibuat   parentum    vellrorum    innuuierabilis  • 

The 
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The  accidental,  or  artificial,  prodigies  which  adorned  the  expe- 
dition of  Clovis,  were  accepted  by  a  fuperftitious  age,  as  the  mani- 
feft  declaration  of  the  Divine  favour.  He  marched  from  Paris  ; 
and  as  he  proceeded  with  decent  reverence  through  the  holy  diocefe 
of  Tours,  his  anxiety  tempted  him  to  confult  the  fhrine  of  St. 
Martin,  the  fanftuary,  and  the  oracle  of  Gaul.  His  meflengers 
were  inftru£ted  to  remark  the  words  of  the  Pfalm,  which  fhould 
happen  to  be  chaunted  at  the  precife  moment  when  they  entered 
the  church.  Thofe  words  mod  fortunately  expreffed  the  valour  and 
vidlory  of  the  champions  of  Heaven,  and  the  application  was 
eafily  transferred  to  the  new  Jofhua,  the  new  Gideon,  who  went 
forth  to  battle  againfl;  the  enemies  of  the  Lord".  Orleans  fecured 
to  the  Franks  a  bridge  on  the  Loire ;  but,  at  the  diftance  of  forty 
miles  from  Poitiers,  their  progrefs  was  intercepted  by  an  extraordi- 
nary fwell  of  the  river  Vigenna,  or  Vienne  ;  and  the  oppofite'  banks 
were  covered  by  the  encampment  of  the  Vifigoths.  Delay  muft  be 
always  dangerous  to  Barbarians,  who  confume  the  country  through 
which  they  march  ;  and  had  Clovis  pofTefled  leifure  and  mate- 
rials, it  might  have  been  impradlicable  to  conftrudt  a  bridge, 
or  to  force  a  paflage,  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  enemy.  But  the 
afFediionate  peafants,  who  were  impatient  to  welcome  their  deli- 
verer, could  eafily  betray  fome  unknown,  or  unguarded,  ford  :  the 
merit  of  the  difcovery  was  enhanced  by  the  iifeful  interpofition  of 
fraud  or  fiction  ;  and  a  white  hart,  of  lingular  fize  and  beauty, 
appeared  to  guide  and  animate  the  march  of  the  Catholic  army. 
The  counfels  of  the  Vifigoths  were  irrefolute  and   diftradled.     A 


'■  This  mode  of  divination,  by  accepting 
as  an  omen  the  firil  facred  words,  which  in 
particular  circiimllances  (hould  be  preifnied 
to  the  eye  or  ear,  was  derived  from  the  Pa- 
gans ;  and  the  Pfalter  or  Bible,  was  fubfli- 
tuted  to  the  poems  of  Home-  and  Virgil. 
From  the  fourth  to  the  fourteenth  century. 


\kt{t  fortes  fanllorum,  as  they  are  ftiled,  were 
repeatedly  condemned  by  the  decrees  of 
councils,  and  repeatedly  praftifed  by  kings, 
bifhops,  and  faints.  See  a  curious  diiTerta- 
don  of  the  Abbe  du  Refnel,  in  the  Me- 
moires  de  I'Academie,  torn.  xix.  p.  287 — 
310. 

crowd 
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^rdwd  of  impatient  warriors,  prefumptuous  in  their  ftrcngth,  and  CHAP, 
difdaining  to  fly  before  the  robbers  of  Germany,  excited  Alaric  to 
nfiert  in  arms  the  name  and  blood  of  the  conqueror  of  Rome.  The 
advice  of  the  graver  chieftains  preffed  him  to  elude  the  firft  ardour 
of  the  Franks ;  and  to  expedt,  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Gaul, 
the  veteran  and  victorious  Oflrogoths,  whom  the  king  of  Italy  had 
already  fent  to  his  affiftance.  The  decifive  moments  were  wafted 
«in  idle  deliberation  j  the  Goths  too  haftily  abandoned,  perhaps,  an 
advantageous  poft  ;  and  the  opportunity  of  a  fecure  retreat  was 
loft  by  their  flow  and  diforderly  motions.  After  Clovis  had  pafl'ed 
the  ford,  as  it  is  ftill  named,  of  the  Hart^  he  advanced  with  bold 
and  hafty  fteps  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  enemy.  His  no(flurnal 
march  was  directed  by  a  flaming  meteor,  fufpended  in  the  air 
above  the  cathedral  of  Poitiers;  and  this  fignal,  which  might  be 
previoufly  concerted  with  the  orthodox  fucceflbr  of  St.  Hilary,  was 
compared  to  the  column  of  fire  that  guided  the  Ifraelites  in  the 
defert.  At  the  third  hour  of  the  day,  about  ten  miles  beyond 
Poitiers,  Clovis  overtook,  and  inftantly  attacked,  the  Gothic  army; 
whofe  defeat  was  already  prepared  by  terror  and  confufion.  Yet 
they  rallied  in  their  extreme  diftrefs,  and  the  martial  youths,  who 
had  clamoroufly  demanded  the  battle,  refufed  to  furvive  the  igno- 
miny of  flight.  The  two  kings  encountered  each  other  in  fingle 
combat.  Alaric  fell  by  the  hand  of  his  rival ;  and  the  victorious 
Frank  was  faved  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  cuirafs,  and  the  vigour  of 
his  horfe,  from  the  fpears  of  two  defperate  Goths,  who  furioufly 
Tode  againft  him,  to  revenge  the  death  of  their  fovereign.  The 
vague  expreflion  of  a  mountain  of  the  flain,  ferves  to  indicate  a 
cruel,  though  indefinite,  flaughter;  but  Gregory  has  carefully  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  valiant  countryman  Apollinaris,  the  fon  of  Sido- 
■nius,  loft  his  life  at  the  head  of  the  nobles  of  Auvergne.  Perhaps 
ihefe  fufped:ed  Catholics  had  been  malicioufly  expofed  to  the  blind 
Vol.  Ill,  4  E  aflTault 
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aflaiilt  of  the  enemy  ;  and  perhaps  the  influence  of  religion  was  fu- 
perfeded  by  perfonal  attachment,  or  military  honour  '\ 

Such  is  the  empire  of  Fortune  (if  we  may  ftill  difguife  our  ig- 
norance under  that  popular  name),  that  it  is  almoft  equally  difficult 
to  forefee  the  events  of  war,  or  to  explain  their  various  confequences. 
A  bloody  and  complete  victory  has  fometimes  yielded  no  more  than 
the  pofleffion  of  the  field  ;  and  the  lofs  of  ten  thoufand  men  has 
fometimes  been  fufficient  to  deftroy,  in  a  fingle  day,  the  work  of 
ages.  The  decifive  battle  of  Poitiers  was  followed  by  the  conqueft 
of  Aquitain.  Alaric  had  left  behind  him  an  infant  fon,  a  baftard 
competitor,  factious  nobles,  and  a  difloyal  people  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing forces  of  the  Goths  were  oppreflfed  by  the  general  confternation, 
or  oppofed  to  each  other  in  civil  difcord.  The  victorious  king  of 
the  Franks  proceeded  without  delay  to  the  fiege  of  Angouleme- 
At  the  found  of  his  trumpets  the  walls  of  the  city  imitated  the 
example  of  Jericho,  and  inflantly  fell  to  the  ground ;  a  fplendid 
miracle,  which  may  be  reduced  to  the  fuppofition,  that  fome  clerical 
engineers  had  fecretly  undermined  the  foundations  of  the  ram- 
part ".  At  Bourdeaux,  which  had  fubmitted  without  refiftance, 
Clovis  eftablifhed  his  winter-quarters  ;  and  his  prudent  ceconomy 
tranfported  fjom  Thouloufe  the  royal  treafures,  which  were  depo- 
fited  in  the  capital  of  the  monarchy.  The  conqueror  penetrated  as 
far  as  the  confines  of  Spain  ^* ;  reftored  the  honours  of  the  Catholic 

'  church ; 


'*  After  correfling  the  text,  or  excnfing 
the  miflake,  of  Procopiiis,  who  places  the 
defeat  of  Alaric  near  Carcaflbne,  we  may 
conclude  from  the  evidence  of  Gregory,  For- 
tunatub,  and  the  author  of  the  Gefta  Fran- 
corum ,  that  the  battle  was  fought  in  .  smpo 
Vocladenfi,  on  the  banks  of  the  Clain,  about 
ten  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Poitiers,  Clovis 
overtook  and  attacked  the  Viiigoths  near 
Vivonne,  and  the  viftory  was  decided  near 
a  village  full  named  Champagne  St.  Hilaire. 


See  the  Diflertations  of  the  Abbe  le  Boeuf, 
tom.  i.  p.  3-4—331. 

'^  Angouleme  is  in  the  road  from  Poitiers 
to  Bourdeaux  ;  and  although  Gregory  delays 
the  fiege,  I  can  more  readily  believe  that  he 
confounded  the  order  of  hillory,  than  that 
Clovis  neglcfted  the  rules  of  war. 

^*  Pyrenaios  monies  ufque  Perpinianum 
fubjscit;  is  the  expreffion  of  Koiico,  which 
betrays  his  recent  date  ;  fince  Perpignan  did 
not  exift   before  the  tenth  century  (M;irca 

Hilpanica, 
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church;  fixed  In  Aquitaln  a  colony  of  Franks " ;  and  delegated  to    ^JLy-iu 

his  lieutenants  the  eafy  tafk  of  fubduing,  or  extirpating,  the  nation    ^— — v ' 

of  the  Vifigoths.  But  the  Vifigoths  were  prote£led  by  the  wife 
and  powerful  monarch  of  Italy.  While  the  balance  v/as  ftill  equal, 
Theodoric  had  perhaps  delayed  the  march  of  the  Oftrogoths;  but 
their  ftrenuous  efforts  fuccefsfully  refilled  the  ambition  of  Clovis ; 
and  the  army  of  the  Franks,  and  their  Burgundian  allies,  was  com- 
pelled to  raife  the  fiege  of  Aries,  with  the  lofs,  as  it  is  faid,  of 
thirty  thoufand  men.  Thefe  viciflitudes  inclined  the  fierce  fpirit  of 
Qovis  to  acquiefce  in  an  advantageous  treaty  of  peace.  The  Vifigoths 
were  fuffered  to  retain  the  pofleffion  of  Septimania,  a  narrow  trail  of 
fea-coaft,  from  the  Rhone  to  the  Pyrenees  ;  but  the  ample  province 
of  Aquitain,  from  thofe  mountains  to  the  Loire,  was  indiflblubly 
united  to  the  kingdom  of  France  "^. 

After  the   fuccefs  of  the  Gothic  war,   Clovis   accepted  the  ho-   ConfuUhip 

r      rt  ■  rr^  °^  Clovis, 

nours   of  the    Roman   coniulfhip.     The    emperor   Anaftafius   am-  A.  D.510. 
bltioufly   beftowed    on   the    moft    powerful    rival    of    Theodoric, 
the  title  and  cnfigns  of  that  eminent  dignity ;  yet,  from  fome  un- 

Hifpanica,  p.  458.).     This  florid  and  fabu-  I  have  ufed  the  following  materials,  with  due 

lous  writer  (perhaps  a  monk  of  Amiens.    See  regard  to  their  unequal  value.    Four  epiflles 

theAbbeleBoEuf,  Mem.  de  I'Academie,  torn,  from  Theodoric  king  of  Italy  (Cafliodor.  !• 

xvii.  p.  228  —  245.)  relates,  in  the  allegorical  iii.  epift.  1 — 4.  in  torn.  iv.  p.   3  —  j.),  Pro- 

charader  of  a  fhepherd,  the  general  hillory  copius  (de  Bell.  Goth.  1.  i.  c.   iz.  in  torn.  ii. 

of  his  countrymen  the  Franks  ;  but  his  narra-  p.  32,  33.),  Gregory  of  Tours  (I.  ii.  c.  35, 

tive  ends  with  the  death  of  Clovis.  36,  37.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  181  — 183.),  Jornandes 

"  The  author  of  the    Gefta  Francorum  (de  Reb.  Geticis,  c.  58.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  28.), 

pofitively  affirms,  that  Clovis  fixed  a  body  of  Fortunatus  (in  Vit.  St.  Hilarii,   in  torn,  iii, 

Franks  in  the  Saintongeand  Bourdelois  :  and  p.  380.),  Ifidore  (in  Chron.  Goth,  in  torn. 

he  is  not  injudicioufly  followed  by  Rorico,  ij.  p.  702.),    the   Epitome  of  Gregcr>'  of 

eleaos  milites,    atque  fortiflimos,   cum    par-  Tours  (in  tom.  ii.   p.  401.),  the  anthor  of 

vulis,  utque  mulieribus.     Yet  it  (hould  feem  the  Gcfta  Francorum  (in  tom.  ii.  p.  553—     ' 

that  they  foon  mingled  with  the  Romans  of  555.),    the    Fragments  of   Fredegarius    (in 

Aquitain,    till    Charlemagne    introduced   a  tom.  ii.   p.  463.),  Aimoin  (1.   i.   c.    20.   in 

more  numerous  and  powerful  colony  (Dubos  torn.  iii.  p.  41,  42.),  and  Rorico  (1.  iv.  in 

Hift.  Critique,  tom.  ii.  p.  215.).  tom.  iii.  p.  14—19.), 

=*  In  the  compofition  of  the  Gothic  war? 

4  E  2  knowa 
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known  caufe,  the  name  of  Clbvis  has  not  been  infcrlbed  in  the  Fajlt 
either  of  the  Eaft  or  Weit  ".  On  tlie  folemn  day,  the  monarch  of 
Gaul,  phicing  a  diadem  on  his  head,  was  inverted,  in  the  church  of 
St.  Martin,  with  a  purple  tunic  and  mantle.  From  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded on  horfeback  to  the  cathedral  of  Tours ;  and,  as  he  paffed- 
through  the  ftreets,  profufely  fcattered,  with  his  own  band,  a  dona- 
tive of  gold  and  filver  to  the  joyful  multitude,  who  inceffantly  re- 
peated their  acclamations  of  Conful  and  Augiiftns,  The  adual,  or 
legal  authority  of  Clovis,  could  not  receive  any  new  acceffions  from 
the  confular  dignity.  It  was  a  name,  a  fhadow,  an  empty  pageant ; 
and,  if  the  conqueror  had  been  inftrutled  to  claim  the  ancient  pre- 
rogatives of  that  high  ofEce,  they  muft  have  expired  with  the  period 
of  its  annual  duration.  But  the  Romans  were  difpofed  to  revere. 
In  the  perfon  of  their  mafter,  that  antique  title,  which  the  emperors 
condefcended  to  affume  :  the  Barbarian  himfelf  feemed  to  contradl  a 
facred  obligation  to  refpedt  the  majefly  of  the  republic  ;  and  the 
fuccelTors  of  Theodofius,  by  foliclting  his  friendfhip,  tacitly  forgave, 
and  almofl  ratified,  the  ufurpation  of  Gaul. 

Twenty-five  years  after  the  death  of  Clovis,  this  important  con- 
ceffion  was  more  formally  declared,  in  a  treaty  between  his  fons 
and  the  emperor  Juftinian.  The  Oftrogoths  of  Italy,  unable  to  de- 
fend their  diftant  acquifitions,  had  refigned  to  the  Franks  the  cities  of 
Aries  and  Marfeilles  :  of  Aries,,  ftill  adorned  with  the  feat  of  a 
Praetorian  prcefedt ;  and  of  Marfeilles,  enriched  by  the  advantages  c£ 
trade  and   navigation  ".     This  tranfadtion  was  confirmed   by  the 

Imperial 


"  The  Fafti  of  Italy  would  naturally  re- 
jeft  a  conful,  the  enemy  of  their  fovereign  ; 
but  any  ingenious  hypothefis  that  might  ex- 
plain the  filence  of  Conftantinople  and  Egypt 
(the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus,  and  the  Paf- 
chal),  is  overturned  by  the  fimilar  filcnce  of 
Marius,  bilhop  of  Avenche,  who  compofed 
his  Fafti  in  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy.    If 

2 


the  evidence  of  Gregory  of  Tours  were  lefs 
weighty  and  pofitive  (1.  ii.  c.  3S.  in  torn.  ii. 
p.  183.),  I  could  believe  that  Clovis,  like 
Odoacer,  received  the  lalling  title  and  ho- 
nours of  Patrician  (Pagi  Critica,  torn.  ii.  p. 
474.  492.)- 

5*  Under  the  Merovingian  kings,   Mar- 
feilles (till  imported  from  the  Eaft,   paper, 

wine> 
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Xmpenal  authority ;  and  Juftinlan,  generoufly  yielding  to  the  Franks    C  Ei  a  P. 
the  fovereignty  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Alps,  which  they  al-   '  .    .       '/• 
nfeady  poflefled,  abfolved  the  provincials  from  their  allegiance ;  and 
eftabliflied  on  a  more  lawful,  though   not  more   folid,    foundation 
the  throne  of  the  Merovingians".     From  that  sera,  they  enjoyed 
the  right  of  celebrating  at  Aries,  the  games  of  the  Circus ;  and  by 
a  fmgalar  privilege,  which  was  denied  even  to  the  Perfian  monarch, 
the  ^o/^  coin,  imprefled  with  their  name  and  image,  obtained  a  ie^al 
cun'ency  in  the  empire  **'.     A  Greek  hiftorian  of  that  age  has  praifed 
the  private  and  public  virtues  of  the  Franks,  Avith  a  partial  enthu- 
iiafm,  which  cannot   be  fufficiently  juftified  by  their  domeftic  an- 
nals *".     He  celebrates   their  politenefs  and  urbanity,  their  regular 
government,  and  orthodox  religion ;  and  boldly  aflerts,  that  thefe 
Barbarians  could  be  diftinguifhed  only  by  their  drefs  and  language 
from  the  fubje£ls  of  Rome.     Perhaps  the  Franks  already  difplayed 
the  focial  difpofition,  and  lively  graces,  which  in  eveiy  age  have 
difguifed  their  vices,  and  fometimes  concealed  their  intrinfic  merit. . 
Perhaps  Agathias,  and  the  Greeks,  were  dazzled  by  the  rapid  pro-- 
grefs  of  their  arms,  and  the  fplendour  of  their  em-pire.     Since  the 

wiae,  oil,  linen,  filk-,  precious  (tones,  fpices,  fliillings  will  be  a  fufficient  valuation  of  their 

kc.     The  Gauls,  or  Franks,  traded  to  Sy-  folidus  of  gold.    It  was  the  common  ftandard 

ria,  and  the  Syrians  were  eftablilhed  in  Gaul,  of  the   Barbaric   fines,  and    contained   forty 

See  M.  de  Guignes,  Mem.  de   rAcademie,  deuarii,  or   filver   threepences.     Twelve   of 

tdm.xxxvii.  p.  471—475.  thefe  denarii  made  2.  folidus,  or  fhilling,  the 

"  Ou  ya.^  TTOTE  uonTo   FjtAAiai  |t)»  Ta  aa<(a.>.u  twentieth  part  of  the  ponderal  and  numeral. 

xEXTro-Dai   (p^atyoi,  firi  to  auTax^aro^oi   to    i^yot  H'vre,  Or  pound  of  filver,  which  has  been  fo 

!*i(7ipf xyia-avTo;  THTo  ys.  Tliis  ftrong  declaration  flrangely  reduced  in   modern   France,     See 

cf  Pracopius  (de  Bell.   Gothic.  1.  iii.  c.   i^.  le  Blanc  Traite  Hiliorique  des  Monnoyes  de 

in  torn.  ii.  p.  41.)  would  almofl  fufEce  to  France,  p.  37 — 4.3,  &c. 
juftify  the  Abbe  Dubos.  '''  Agathias,  in  torn.  ii.  p,  47.     Gregory 

*"  The   Franks,    who  probably  ufed    the  of  Tours  exhibits  a   very  different  pifture. 

mints  of  Treves,  Lyons,  and  Aries,  imitated  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  eaf;^,  within  the  htnv 

the  coinage  of  the  Roman  emperors  of  fe-  hiftorical   fpace,    to  find  jnore  vice  and   lefs 

venty-two  folidi,  or  pieces,  to  the  pound  of  virtue.     We  are  continually  Ihocked  by  th»- 

gold.     But  as  the  Franks  eftablifiied  only  a  union  of  favage  and  corrupt  manners, 
ifcuple  proportion  of  gold  and  filver,  {en 

sonqueft  - 
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conquefl  of  Burgundy,  Gaul,  except  the  Gothic  province  of  Sep- 
timania,  was  fubje£t,  in  its  whole  extent,    to  the   fons  of  Clovis. 
They  had  extinguilhed  the  German  kingdom  of  Thuringia,    and 
their  vague  dominion  penetrated  beyond  the  Jlhine,  into  the  heart 
of  their   native   forefts.     The  Alemanni,  and   Bavarians,  v\'ho   had 
occupied  the  Roman  provinces  of  Rhaetia  and  Noricum,  to  the  fouth 
of  the  Danube,  confefled  themfelves  the  humble  vaflals  of  the  Franks  ; 
and  the  feeble  barrier  of  the  Alps  was  incapable  of  refifting  their 
ambition.     When  the  laft  furvivor  of  the  fons  of  Clovis  united  the 
inheritance  and  conquefts  of  the  Merovingians,  his  kingdom  extended 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  modern  France.     Yet  modern  France,  fuch 
has  been  the   progrefs  of  arts  and  policy,  far  furpafles  in  wealth, 
populoufnefs,  and  power,  the  fpacious  but  favage  realms  of  Clotaire 
or  Dagobert  '"'. 

The  Franks,  or  French,  aK-  the  only  people  of  Europe,  who  can 
deduce  a  perpetual  fucceflion  from  the  conquerors  of  the  Weftern 
empire.  But  their  conqueft  of  Gaul  was  followed  by  ten  centuries 
of  anarchy,  and  ignorance.  On  the  revival  of  learning,  the  ftudents 
who  had  been  formed  in  the  fchools  of  Athens  and  Rome,  difdained 
their  Barbarian  ancellors ;  and  a  long  period  elapfed  before  patient 
labour  could  provide  the  requifite  materials  to  fatisfy,  or  rather  to 
excite,  the  curiofity  of  more  enlightened  times  "^  At  length  the 
eye  of  criticifm  and  philofophy  was   direfted  to  the  antiquities  of 


*'  M.  lie  Foncemagne  has  traced,  in  a 
correft  and  elegant  diflertation  (Mem.  de 
rAcademie,  torn.  viii.  p.  505—528.)  the  ex- 
tent and  limits  of  the  French  monarchy. 

*^  The  Abbe  Dubos  (Hiftoire  Critique, 
torn.  i.  p.  29 — 36.)  has  truly  and  agreeably 
reprefented  the  flow  progrefs  of  thefe  ftudies ; 
and  he  obferves,  that  Gregory  of  Tours  was 
ojily  once  printed  before  the  year  1560.  Ac- 
cording   to    the    complaint  of  Heineccios 


(Opera,  torn.  iii.  Sylloge  iil.  p.  248,  &c.)» 
Germany  received  with  indifference  and  con- 
tempt the  codes  of  Barbaric  laws,  which  were 
publiflied  by  Heroldus,  Lindenbrogius,  &c. 
At  prefent  thofe  laws  (as  far  as  they  relate  to 
Gaul),  thehiilory  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  and 
all  the  monuments  of  the  Merovingian  race, 
appear  in  a  pure  and  perfeft  ftate,  in  the  firft 
four  volumes  of  the  Hiftorians  of  France. 

France  : 
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France :  but  even  philofophers  have  been  tainted  by  the  contagion    chap. 
of  prejudice  and  pafhon.    The  moft  extreme  and  exclufive  fyftems,    ^,     ,   _J, 
of  the  perfonal  fervitude  of  the  Gauls,  or  of  their  voluntary  and 
equal   alliance    with  the  Franks,  have   been   rafhly   conceived,  and 
obftinately  defended:  and   the  intemperate  difputants  have  accufed 
each  other  of  confpiring  againft  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  the 
dignity  of  the  nobles,  or  the  freedom  of  the  people.     Yet  the  fliarp 
conflict  has  ufefully  exercifed  the  adverfe  powers  of  learning  and 
genius  ;   and  each  antagonlft,  alternately  vanquished  and  vidorlous, 
has  extirpated  fome  ancient  errors,  and  eftablifhed  fome  interefting 
truths.     An  impartial  flranger,  inftruded  by  their  difcoverles,  their 
difputes,  and  even  their  faults,  may  defcribe,  from  the  fame  origi- 
nal materials,  the  ftate  of  the  Roman  provincials,  after  Gaul  had 
fubmitted  to  the  arms  and  laws  of  the  Merovingian  kings  ^'^. 

The  rudeft,  or  the  moft  fervile  condition  of  human  fociety.  Is  Laws  of  th^ 
regulated  however  by  fome  fixed  and  general  rules.  When  Tacitus  ^'^  *"^"^' 
furveyed  the  primitive  fimplicity  of  the  Germans,  he  difcovered 
fome  permanent  maxims,  or  cuftoms,  of  public  and  private  life, 
which  were  preferved  by  faithful  tradition,  till  the  introdudlion 
of  the  art  of  writing,  and  of  the  Latin  tongue ".  Before  the 
eletSion  of  the  Merovingian  kings,  the  moft  powerful  tribe, 
©r  nation,  of  the  Franks,  appointed  four  venerable  chieftains 
to   compofe  the  Sa/ic  laws " ;    and    their  labours  were  examined' 

and. 

**  In  the  fpace    of  thirty  years    (172S—  good  fenfe    and  diligence  of  the    Abbe   de 

1765)  this  interefting  fubjeft  has  been  agi-  MabIy(Obfervations  fur  rHiiloire  de  France, 

tated  by  the  free  fpirit  of  the  Count  de  Boa-  2  vol.  izmo.). 

lainvilliers  (Memoires  Hiftoriques  fur  I'Etat  *'  I  have  derived  much  inftrudion  from 
de  la  France,  particularly  torn.  i.  p.  15 —  two  learned  works  of  Heineccius,  the //^oj, 
40.)  ;  the  learned  ingenuity  of  the  Abbe  Du-  znd  the  Ele»tenis,  of  the  Germanic  law.  In 
bos  (Hilloire  Critique  de  I'EtablilTement  de  a  judicious  preface  to  the  Elements,  he  con- 
la  Monarchic  Fran5oife  dans  les  Gauls,  2  fiders,  and  tries  to  excufe,  the  defedls  of  that 
vol.  in  410.)  ;  the  comprehenfive  genius  of  the  barbarous  jurifprudence. 
prefident  de  Montcfquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  "  Latin  appears  to  have  been  the  original" 
particularly  1,  xxviii.  xxx.  xx,\i.) ;  and  the  language  of  the  Salic  law.    It  was  probably 

coropofedj 


584  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP,    and    approved  in  three  fuceeflive  aflemblies  of  the  people.     After 

XXXV'IIf. 

c    V '   the  baptifm  of  Clovis,  lie   reformed  feveral  articles  that  appeared 

incompatible  with  Chriftianity  :  the  SaHc  law  was  again  amended  by 
his  fons;  and  at  length,  under  the  reign  of  Dagobcrt,  the  code 
was  reviled  and  promulgated  in  its  actual  form,  one  hundred  years 
after  the  eftabliflimcnt  of  the  Trench  monarchy.  Within  the  fame 
period,  the  cuftoms  of  the  Ripuarians  were  tranfcribed  and  publifhed; 
and  Charlemagne  himfelf,  the  legiflator  of  his  age  and  country,  had 
accurately  fludied  the  Iwo  national  laws,  which  flill  prevailed  among 
the  Franks".  The  fame  care  was  extended  to  their  vaflals  ;  and 
the  rude  inftitutions  of  the  jdkmafim  and  Bavarians  were  diligently 
compiled  and  ratified  by  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  Merovingian 
]^ings«  The  Vifigotbs  and  Bnrgtmdians^  "whofe  conquefls  in  Gaul 
preceded  thofe  of  the  Franks,  fliewed  lefs  impatience  to  attain  one 
of  the  principal  benefits  of  civilifed  fociety.  Euric  was  the  firft  of 
the  Gothic  princes,  who  expreflcd  in  writing  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  his  people ;  and  the  compofition  of  the  Burgundian  laws 
was  a  meafure  of  policy  rather  than  of  juftice;  to  alleviate  the  yoke, 
and  regain  the  afFe<5lions,  of  their  Gallic  fubje£l&''.  Thus,  by  a  fin- 
gular  coincidence,  the  Germans  framed  their  artlefs  inftitutions,  at 
a  time  when  the  elaborate  fyftem  of  Roman  jurifprudenee  was  finally 
confummated.  In  the  Salic  laws,  and  the  Pandects  of  Juftinian,  we 
may  compare   the  firft  rudiments,  and  the   full  maturity,  of  civil 

compofed  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  cen-  rian.     The  former  extended  from  the  Car- 

tury,  before  the  ^ra  (A.  D.  421.)  of  the  real  bonarian  foreft  to   the   Loire   -{tora.   iv.    p. 

or  fabulous  Pharamond.     The  preface  men-  l5i-)>  and  the  latter  might  be  obeyed  from 

tions  the   four  Cantons  which   produced  the  the  fame  foreft   to  the  Jihine  (torn.  iv.  p. 

four  legiHators^   and  many  provinces,   Fran-  222.). 

conia.  Saxony,  Hanover,  Brabant,  &c.  have        "  Confult  the  ancient  and  modem  pre- 

claimed  them  as  their  own.    See  an  excellent  faces  of  the  feveral  Codes,  in  the  fourth  vo- 

Dlflertation  of  Heineccius,  de  Lege  Salica,  lume  of  the  Hiftorians  of  France.     The  ori- 

tom.iii.    Sylloge  iii.  p.  247  — 267.  ginal   prologue   to    the   Salic    law   exprelTe* 

"  Eginhard,  in  Vit.  Garoli  Magni,  c.  29.  (though  in   a  foreign  dialeft)   the  genuine 

in  torn.  V.  p.   i-oo.     By  thefe  two  laws,  moll  fpirit  of  the  Franks,  more  forcibly  than  the 

•Ctilics  underftand  the  Salic  and  the  Ripua-  ten  books  of  Gregory  of  Tonrs.  ■• 

wifdom  -; 
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"wifdom  ;  and  whatever  prejudices  may  be  fuggefted  in  favour  of   ^  J:\,/^jK' 

XXa  Vlil* 

Barbarifm,  our  calmer  refledlions  will  afcribe  to  the  Romans  the 
fuperior  advantages,  not  only  of  fcience  and  reafon,  but  of  humanity 
and  juftice.  Yet  the  laws  of  the  Barbarians  were  adapted  to  their 
wants  and  defires,  their  occupations  and  their  capacity ;  and  they 
all  contributed  to  preferve  the  peace,  and  promote  the  improve- 
ments, of  the  fociety,  for  whofe  ufe  they  were  originally  eftablifhed. 
The  Merovingians,  inftead  of  impofmg  an  uniform  rule  of  conduct 
on  their  various  fubjeds,  permitted  each  people,  and  each  family, 
of  their  empire,  freely  to  enjoy  their  domeftic  inftitutions*' ;  nor 
were  the  Romans  excluded  from  the  common  benefits  of  this  legal 
toleration  '".  The  children  embraced  the  /aw  of  their  parents,  the 
wife  that  of  her  hufband,  the  freedman  that  of  his  patron  ;  and,  in 
all  caufes,  where  the  parties  were  of  different  nations,  the  plaintiff,  or 
accufer,  was  obliged  to  follow  the  tribunal  of  the  defendant,  who 
may  always  plead  a  judicial  prefumption  of  right,  or  innocence. 
A  more  ample  latitude  was  allowed,  if  every  citizen,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  judge,  might  declare  the  law  under  which  he  defired  to 
live,  and  the  national  fociety  to  which  he  chofe  to  belong.  Such 
an  indulgence  would  abolifh  the  partial  diftlndlions  of  vi£lory  ;  and 
the  Roman  provincials  might  patiently  acquiefce  in  the  hardfliips  of 
their  condition ;  fmce  it  depended  on  themfelves  to  affume  the  pri- 
vilege, if  they  dar.ed  to  affert  the  charader,  of  free  and  warlike  Bar- 
barians '". 

AVhcn 

*'  The  Ripuarian  law  declares,  and  de-  cum  altero  habeat  (in  torn.  vi.  p.  356.).  He 
fines,  this  indulgence  in  favour  of  the  plaintifF  foolifhiy  propofes  to  introduce  an  uniformity 
(tit,  xxxi.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  Z4-.)  ;  and  the  fame  of  law,  as  well  as  of  faith, 
toleration  is  underftood,  or  expreffed,  in  all  '"  Inter  Romanes  negotia  caufarum  Ro- 
the  Codes,  except  that  of  the  Vifigoths  of  manis  legibus  pra'cipimus  terminari.  Such 
Spain.  Tanta  diverfitas  legum  (fays  Age-  are  the  words  of  a  general  conllituiion  pro- 
bard,  in  the  ninth  century)  quanta  non  folum  mulgated  by  Clotaire,  the  fon  of  Clovis,  and 
in  regionibus,  aut  civitatibus,  fed  etiam  in  fole  monarch  of  the  Franks  (in  torn.  iv.  p. 
multis  domibus  habetur.  Nam  plerumque  116.),  about  the  year  560. 
contingit  ut  fimul  eant  aut  fedeant  quinque  ''  This  liberty  of  choice  has  been  aptly 
homines,  et  nullus  eoruni  communem  legem  deduced  (Efprit  dcs  Lcix,  1.  xxviii.  2.)  from 

Vol.  III.  4  F                                             a  confli- 


niicide. 
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CHAP.        When  iuftice  Inexorably  reciuires  the  death  of  a  murderer,  each 

XXXVIII. 

« , '  private  citizen  is  fortified  by  the  aflurance,  that  the  laws,  the  ma- 
fines  for  ho-  giftrate,  and  the  whole  community,  are  the  guardians  of  his  per- 
fonal  fafety.  But  in  the  loofe  fociety  of  the  Germans,  revenge  was 
always  honourable,  and  often  meritorious :  the  independent  war- 
rior chaftifcd,  or  vindicated,  with  his  own  hand,  the  injuries  which 
he  had  offered,  or  received  ;  and  he  had  only  to  dread  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  fons,  and  kinfmen,  of  the  enemy  whom  he  had  facri- 
ficed  to  his  feififh  or  angry  pafTions.  The  magiftrate,  confcious  of 
his  weaknefs,  interpofed,  not  to  punlfli,  but  to  reconcile ;  and  he 
was  fatisfied  if  he  could  perfuade,  or  compel,  the  contending  par- 
ties to  pay,  and  to  accept,  the  moderate  fine  which  had  been 
afcertained  as  the  price  of  blood '\  The  fierce  fpirit  of  the  Franks 
would  have  oppofed  a  more  rigorous  fentence ;  the  fame  fiercenefs 
defpifed  thefe  ineffectual  reftraints  :  and,  when  their  fimple  manners 
had  been  corrupted  by  the  wealth  of  Gaul,  the  public  peace  was 
continually  violated  by  adls  of  hafty  or  deliberate  guilt.  In  every 
juft  government,  the  fame  penalty  is  inflidled,  or  at  leafl:  is  impofed, 
for  the  murder  of  a  peafant,  or  a  prince.  But  the  national  inequality 
eftabliflied  by  the  Franks,  in  their  criminal  proceedings,  was  the  laft 

a  conftitution  of  Lothaire  I.    (Le?.  Lango-  by  the  MS.  of  Fulda,  from  »hence  Heroldus 

bard,   1.  ii.  tit.  Ivii.  in  Codex  Lindebrog.   p.  publifhed  his  edition.     See  the  four  original 

664.):  though  the  example  is  too  recent  and  texts  of  the  Salic  law,   in   torn.  iv.  p.  147. 

partial.     From    a    various   reading,    in  the  173.    196.   220. 

Salic  law,   (tit.  xliv.  not  xlv.)  the  Abbe  de  '^  In  the  heroic  times  of  Greece,  the  guilt 

Mably    (torn.    i.    p.    290 — 293.)    has   con-  of  murder  was   expiated   by  a  pecuniary  fa- 

jeftured,  that,  at  firft,  a.  Bariariaii  only,  and  tisfaftion  to  the  family  of  the  deceafed  (Fei- 

afterwards  any  »:fla(confequently  a  Reman),  thins   Antiquitat.    Homeria,    1.   ii.    c.    8.). 

might  live  according  to  the  law  of  the  Franks.  Heineccius,  in  his  preface  to  the  Elements 

I  am  forry  to  oftend  this  ingenious  conjefture  of    Germanic    Law,     favourably   fuggells, 

byobferviag,  that  the  ftrifter  fenfe  (Barha-  that  at  Rome  and  Athens  homicide  was  only 

rumj  is    expreiTed  in  the   reformed  copy   of  punifhed  with  exile.     It  is   true  :  but  exile 

Charlemagne;    which   is   confirmed   by    the  wasafrt///a/punifliment  for  a  citizcnof  Rome 

Royal  and  Wolfenbuttle  MSS.     The  loofer  or  Athens, 
interpretation   (LomincmJ  is  authorifed  only 

Infult 
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infult  and  abufe  of  conquefl".     In  the  calm  moments  of  legiHatlon,    %^.^  ,''• 

A  A  W  11, 

they  folcmnly  pronounced,  that  the  life  of  a  Roman  was  of  fmaller 
value  than  that  of  a  Barbarian.     The  Antrujimi  '*,  a  name  expref- 
five  of  the  mofl:  illuftrious  birth  or  dignity  among  the  Franks,  was 
appreciated  at  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;   while  the 
noble  provincial,  who  was  admitted  to  the  king's  table,  might  be 
legally  murdered  at  the  expence  of  three  hundred  pieces.     Tv.'o 
hundred  were  deemed  fufficient  for  a  Frank  of  ordinary  condition ; 
but  the  meaner  Romans  were  expofed  to  difgrace  and  danger  by  a 
trifling  compenfation  of  one  hundred,  or  even  fifty,  pieces  of  gold. 
Had  thefe  laws  been  regulated  by  any  principle  of  equity  or  reafon, 
the  public  protedion  fliould   have  fupplied  in  jufl  proportion    the 
want  of  perfonal  llrength.     But   the   legillator  had  weighed   in  the 
fcale,  not  of  juftlce,  but  of  policy,  the  lofs  of  a  foldier  againft  that 
of  a  Have  :  the  head  of  an   infolcnt  and  rapacious  Barbarian  was 
guarded  by  an  heavy  fine  ;  and  the  llighteft  aid  was  afforded  to  the 
mofl  defencelcfs  fubjedls.     Time  infenfibly  abated  the  pride  of  the 
conquerors,   and   the   patience  of  the  vanquifhed  ;  and  the  boldefl 
citizen  was  taught  by  experience,  that  he  might  fuffer  more  injuries 
than  he  could  inflid.     As  the  manners  of  the  Franks  became    lefs 
ferocious,  their  laws  were  rendered  more  fevere  ;  and  the  Merovin- 
gian kings  a,ttempted  to  imitate  the  impartial  rigour  of  the  Vifigoths 
and  Burgundians ''.  Under  the  empire  of  Charlemagne,  murder  was 

univerfally 

'5  This  proportion  is  fixed   by  the  Salic  iirft  order  of  Franks ;  but  it  is  a  queftion 

(tit.  xliv.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  147.)  and  the  Ripua-  whether  their   rank  was  perfonal,  or  heredi- 

rian  (tit.  vii.  xi.  xxxvi.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  237.  tary.     The  Abbe  deMably  (tom.i.  p.  334 — 

241.)  laws:  but  the  latter  does  notdiilinguifli  347.)  is  not  difpleafed  to  mortify  the  pride  of 

any  difference  of  Romans.     Yet  the  orders  birth  (Efprit,  1.  xxx.  c.  25.),  by  dating  the 

of  the  clergy  are  placed  above    the   Franks  origin  of  French  nobility  from  the  reign  of 

themfelves,  and  the  Burgundians    and  Ale-  Clotaire  II.  (A.  D.  615.) 
manni  between    the    Franks   and    the    Ro-         "  See   the  Burgundian   laws  (tit.  ii.    in 

mans.  Wn-  iv.  p.  257.),  the  Code  of  the  Vifigoths 

'♦  The  Antruftiones ,  qui  in  trufte  Dominica.  (1.  vi.  tit.  v.   in  torn.  iv.  p.  384.),  and  the 

Junt,  hudi,  fideks,  u.^doubtedly  reprefent  the  conftitution  of  Childebtrt,  not  of  Pari*,  but 

4  F  2  inoft 


of  God, 
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CHAP,  univerfally  puniflied  with  death ;  and  tlie  ufe  of  capital  punifhments 
has  been  liberally  multiplied  in  the  jurifprudcnce  of  modem 
Europe  ". 

Judgments  The  civU  and  military  profefTions,  which  had  been  fcparated  by 

Conftantine,  were  again  united  by  the  Barbarians.  The  harfh  found 
of  the  Teutonic  appellations  was  mollified  into  the  Latin  titles  of 
Duke,  of  Count,  or  of  Pr2efe<ft  ;  and  the  fame  officer  affumed, 
within  his  dlftridl,  the  command  of  the  troops,  and  the  adminiflration 
of  juftice  ".  But  the  fierce  and  illiterate  chieftain  was  feldom  qua- 
lified to  dlfcharge  the  duties  of  a  judge,  which  require  all  the  fa- 
culties of  a  philofophic  mind,  laborioufly  cultivated  by  experience 
and  ftudy  ;  and  his  rude  ignorance  was  compelled  to  embrace  fome 
fimple,  and  vifible,  methods  of  afcertaining  the  caufe  of  juftice.  In 
every  religion,  the  Deity  has  been  invoked  to  confirm  the  truth, 
or  to  punlfh  the  falfehood,  of  human  teftimony ;  but  this  powerful 
inftrument  was  mifapplied,  and  abufed,  by  the  fimplicity  of  the 
German  leglflators.  The  party  accufed  might  juftlfy  his  innocence, 
by  producing  before  their  tribunal  a  number  of  friendly  wltnefles,  who 
folemnly  declai-ed  their  belief  or  aflui-ance,  that  he  was  not  guilty. 
According  to  the  weight  of  the  charge,,  this  legal  number  of  compur- 
gators was  multiplied  ;  feventy-two  voices  were  required  to  abfolve 
an  incendiary,    or  aflaffin  :    and  when  the  cliaftity  of  a  queen  of 

mQft  evidently  of  Auftrafia  (in  torn.  iv.  p.  of  Heineccius,  the  Elementa   Juris   Gernia- 

112.).     Their  premature  fcverity  was  fome-  nici,  1.  ii.   p.  ii.    N°  261,    262.    280 — 283,.. 

times  rafii,  and  excefiive.     Childebert  con-  Yet  fome  veftiges  of  thefe  pecuniary  compo- 

demned   not  only   marderers    but  robbers  ;  fitions  for  murder,  have  been  traced  in  Gtr- 

quomodo  fine  lege  involavit,  fine  lege  mori-  many,  as  late  as  the  fixteenth  century, 
atur ;    and   even   the   negligent  judge    was         ''    The  whole  fubjeft  of   the    Germanic 

involved  in    the  fame   fentence.     The  \T/i-  judges,    and   their   jiirildiftion,   is  copioufly 

goths  abandoned   an   unfuccefsfu!  furgeon  to  treated  by  Heineccius  (Element.  Jur.  Germ.^ 

family  ef  his  deceafed  patient,  ut  quod  de  eo  1.  iii.  N°  i  —  72.).     I  cannot  find  any  proof, 

facere  voluerint  habeant  poteftatem  (1.  xi.  tit.  that,  under  the  Merovingian  race,  x!i\efcahini, 

j.  in  tom.  iv.  p.  435-).  or  afleffors,  were  chofen  by  the  people. 
'*  See  in  the  fixth  volume   of  the  works 

c  France 
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France  was  fufpeded,  three  hundred  eallant  nobles  fwore,  without    chap. 

XXXVIII. 
hefitation,  that  the  infant  prhice  had  been  adually  begotten  by  her    , •* 

deceafcd  hufband  ''.  The  fin,  and  fcandal,  of  manifefl  and  frequent 
perjuries  engaged  the  magiftrates  to  remove  thefe  dangerous  tempt- 
ations ;  and  to  lupply  the  defccTcs  of  human  teftlmony,  by  the  fa- 
mous experiments  of  fire  and  water.  I'hefe  extraordinary  trials  were 
fo  capricioufly  contrived,  that,  in  fome  cafes,  guilt,  and  innocence 
in  others,  could  not  be  proved  without  the  interpofition  of  a  miracle. 
Such  miracles  were  readily  provided  by  fraud  and  credulity ;  the 
moft  intricate  caufes  were  determined  by  this  eafy  and  infilUble 
method  ;  and  the  turbulent  Barbarians,  who  might  have  difdained 
the  fentence  of  the  magjllrate,.  fubmiflively  acquiefced  in  the  judg- 
ment of  God  "» 

But  the  trials  by  fingle  combat  gradually  obtained  fuperior  credit  judiciai 
and  authority,  among  a  warlike  people,  who  could  not  believe,  that  *^°'"''^"" 
a  brave  man  deferved.  to  fufFer,  or  that  a  coward  deferved  to  live  ". 
Both  in  civil  and  criminal  proceedings,  the  plantiff,  or  accufer,  the 
defendant,  or  even  the  witnefs,  were  expofed  to  mortal  challenge 
from  the  antagonifl:  who  was  deflhute  of  legal  proofs  ;  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  them,  either  to  defert  their  caufe,  or  publicly  to  main- 
tain their  honour  in  the  lifts  of  battle.  They  fought  either  on  foot 
©r  on  horfeback,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  nation  "  ;  and  the 

decifion 

''  Gregor.  Turon.  f.  vili.  c.  9.  in  torn.  ii.  that  the  pure  element  of  iiater  would  not 
p.  316.  Montefquieu  obferves  (Efprit  des  allow  the  guilty  to  fink  into  its  bofom. 
Loix,  1.  xxviii.  c.  13. )>  that  the  Salic  law  did  ^^  Montefquieu  (Efprit  desLoix,].  xxviii, 
not  admit  thefe  negati-je  proofs  fo  univerfally  c.  17.)  has  condefcended  to  explain  and  ex- 
eftablifhed  in  the  Barbaric  codes.  Yet  this  cufe  "  la  maniere  de  penfer  de  nos  peres,'" 
obfcure  concubine  (Fredegundis),  who  be-  on  the  fubject  of  judicial  combats.  He  fol- 
came  the  wifecf  thegrandfon  of  Clovis,  mull  lows  this  ftrange  inftitution  from  the  a^e  of 
have  followed  the  Salic  law.  Gundobald  to  that  of  St.  lewis ;  and  the  phi- 
's Muratori,  in  the  .Antiquities  of  Italy,  lofopher  is  fometimes  loll  in  the  legal  anti- 
has  given  two  Diflertations  (xxxviii,  xxxix.)  quarian. 

en  \.)\eji'Jgments  of  God,     It  was  expefled,         s.  ],j  ^  memorable  duel  at   Aix-la-Cha- 

Uu-it/«  would  no;  burn  the  innocent;  and  pslle  (A.  D.  i»2«.),  before  the  emperor  Lewis 

th£ 


XXXVJII. 
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CHAP,  clecifion  of  the  fword,  or  lance,  was  ratified  by  the  fandion  of 
Heaven,  of  the  judge,  and  of  the  people.  This  fanguinary  law  was 
introduced  into  Gaul  by  the  Burgundians  ;  and  their  legiflator  Gun- 
dobald'^  condefcended  to  anfwer  the  complaints  and  objedions  of 
his  fubjed  Avitus.  "  Is  it  not  true,"  faid  the  king  of  Burgundy 
to  the  bifhop,  "  that  the  event  of  national  wars,  and  private  com- 
"  bats,  is  direded  by  the  judgment  of  God;  and  that  his  providence 
*'  awards  the  vidory  to  the  jufter  caufe  ?"  By  fuch  prevailing  ar- 
guments, the  abfurd  and  cruel  pradice  of  judicial  duels,  which  had 
been  peculiar  to  fome  tribes  of  Germany,  was  propagated  and  efta- 
blifhed  in  all  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  from  Sicily  to  the  Baltic. 
At  the  end  of  ten  centuries,  the  reign  of  legal  violence  was  not 
totally  extinguiflicd  ;  and  the  inefFedual  ccnfures  of  faints,  of  popes, 
and  of  fynods,  may  feem  to  prove,  that  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
h  weakened  by  its  unnatural  alliance  with  reafon  and  humanity.  The 
tribunals  were  ftained  with  the  blood,  perhaps,  of  innocent  and  re- 
fpedable  citizens  ;  the  law,  which  now  favours  the  rich,  then  yielded 
to  the  ftrong ;  and  the  old,  the  feeble,  and  the  infirm,  were  con- 
demned, either  to  renounce  their  faireft  claims  and  pofleflions,  to 
i'uftain  the  dangers  of  an  unequal  conflid  ",  or  to  truft  the  doubtful 
aid  of  a  mercenary  champion.  This  oppreffive  jurifprudence  was 
impofed  on  the  provincials  of  Gaul,  who  complained  of  any  inju- 

the   Pious  ;  Ku  biographer  obferves,   fecun-  bifhop  of  Lyons,  folicited  Lewis  the  Picus  to 

dum   legem   propriam,    utpote   quia  uterque  a'  olifh  the  law   of  an   Arian  tyrant  (in  torn. 

Gothus  erat,   equeftri   pugna  congreflus    eft  vi.  p.  356  —  358.).     He  relates   the  conver- 

(Vit.  Lud.  Pi',  c.  33.  in  torn.  vi.  p.  103.).  fation  of  Gundobald  and  Avitus. 

Ermoldus  Nigellus  (1.  iii.  543  —  628.  in  torn.  '^  "  Accidit  (fays  Agobard),  ut   non   fo- 

vi.  p.  48  —  50.),  who  defcribes  the  duel,  ad-  "  lum  valentes  viribus,   fed  etiam  infirmi  et 

mires  the,  «r.'»ot'rt  of  fighting  on  horfeback,  "   fenes    lacefl'antur   ad   pugnam,  etiam   pro 

which  was  unknown  to  the  Franks.  "  viliffimis  rebus.     Quibus  foralibus-  certa- 

"'■  In  his  original  edift,  publifhed  at  Lyons  "  minibus  contingunt  homicidia  injufia;   et 

(A.   D.    501.),    Gundobald  eftablilhes    and  "  crudeles   ac   perverfi  eventus  judiciorum." 

jullifcs  the  ufe  of  judicial  combat  (Leg.  Bur-  Like  a  prudent  rhetorician,  he  fupprefles  the 

gund.   tit.   xlv.  in   torn.  ii.   p.   267,   268.).  legal  privilege  of  hiring  champions. 
Three  hundred   years  afterwards,  Agobard, 

3  lies 
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rles  in  their  perfons  and  property.    Whatever  might  be  the  flrength,    <^..",  A  1'. 

or  courage,  of  individuals,  the  vidorious  Barbarians  excelled  in  the    ^^ — . '■> 

love  and  exercife  of  arms  ;  and  the  vanquifhed  Roman  was  unjuflly 
fummoned  to  repeat,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  bloody  conteft,  which 
had  been  already  decided  againft  his  country  '•*. 

A  devouring  holl  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Germans  Divifion  of 
had  formerly  pafled  the  Rhine  under   the   command  of  Arioviftus.  BTrbariaJs!' 
One  third  part  of  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Sequani  was  aj)propriated  to 
their  ufe ;  and  the  conqueror  foon  repeated  his  opprcflive   demand 
of  another  third,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  new  colony  of  twenty- 
four  thoufand   Barbarians,  whom  he  had  invited  to   fhare  the  rich 
harveft  of  Gaul  '\     At  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  years,  the  Vifi- 
goths    and    Burgundians,    who   revenged  the  defeat   of  Arioviftus, 
ufurped  the  fame  unequal  proportion  of  iwo-iblrt^s  of  the  fubjedl 
lands.     But  this  diftribution,  inftead  of  fpreading  over  the  province, 
may  be  reafonably  confined  to  the  peculiar  diftrifts  where  the  vi£lo- 
rious  people  had  been  planted,  by  their  own  choice,  or  by  the  policy 
of  their  leader.     In  thefe  diftrids,  each  Barbarian  was  connedcd  by 
the  ties  of  hofpitality  with  fome  Roman  provincial.     To   this   un- 
welcome gueft,  the  proprietor  was  compelled  to  abandon  two-thirds 
of  his  patrimony:  but  the  German,  a  lliepherd,  and  a  hunter,  might 
fometimes  content   himfelf  with    a    fpacious    range   of    wood    and 
pafture,  and   refign   the  fmalleft,  though  moft  valuable,  portion,  to 
the  toil  of  the  induftrious  hufbandman  **.     The  filence  of  ancient  and 

authentic 

'+  Montefquieu   (Efprit  des  Loijf,  xxviii.  iii.  ^43.  in  torn.  vi.  p.  48.),  and   the  anony- 

c.    14. )>  who  underftanJs   i'./;v    the  judicial  mous  biographer  of  Lewis  the  Pious  (c.  46. 

combat  was  admitted  by  the  Burgundians,  in  torn.  vi.  p.    112.)  as  the   "  mos  antiquiis 

Ripuarians,  Alemanni,  Bavarians,  Lombards,  Francorum,  more  Francis    folito,"  &c.  ex- 

Thuringians,  Frifons,  and  Saxons,  isfatisfied  preflions  too  general  to  exclude  the  nobleftof 

(and  Agobard  feems  to  countenance  the  aflcr-  their  tribes. 

tion),  that  it  was  not  allowed  by  the  Salic  law.  "^  Caefar  de  Bell.  Gall.  1.  i.  c.  31.  in  torn. 

Yet  the  fame  cullom,  at  lead  in  cafes  of  trea-  i.  p.  213. 

ion,  is  mentioned  by  Ermoldus  Nigcllus  (I.  *'  The  obfcure  hints  of  a  divifion  of  lands 

occafionally 
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Domain   anJ 
benefices  of 
the  Merovin- 
gians. 


authentic  tefiimony  has  encouraged  an  ophiion,  that  the  rapuie  of 
llie  Franks  was  not  moderated,  or  difguifed,  by  the  forms  of  a 
legal  divifiou ;  that  they  difperfed  thcmfelves  over  the  provinces  of 
Gaul,  without  order  or  controul ;  and  that  each  viftorious  robber, 
according  to  his  wants,  his  avarice,  and  his  ftrength,  meafured,  with 
his  fword,  the  extent  of  his  new  inheritance.  At  a  diftance  from 
their  fovcrcign,  the  Barbarians  might  indeed  be  tempted  to  exercife 
llich  arbitrary  depredation  ;  but  the  firm  and  artful  policy  of  Clovis 
mull  c'urb  a  licentious  fpirit,  .which  would  aggravate  the  mifery  of 
the  vanquiflied,  whilft  it  corrupted  the  union,  and  uifcipline  of  the 
conquerors.  The  menrorable  vafe  of  Soiffons  is  a  monument,  and  a 
pledge,  of  th-e  regular  diftribution  of  the  Gallic  fpoils.  It  v/as  the 
duty,  and  the  intercft,  of  Clovis  to  provide  rewards  for  a  fuccefsful 
army,  and  fettlements  for  a  numerous  people;  without  infliding 
any  wanton,  or  fuperfluous  injuries,  on  the  loyal  catholics  of  Gaul. 
The  ample  fund,  which  he  might  lawfully  acquire,  of  the  Imperial 
patrimony,  vacant  lands,  and  Gothic  ufurpations,  would  dirainifh 
the  cruel  neceffity  of  feizure  and  confifcation ;  and  the  humble  pro- 
vincials would  more  patiently  acquiefce  in  the  equal  and  regular 
diftribution  of  their  lofs  ". 

The  wealth  of  the  Merovingian  princes  confifted  in  their  exten- 
five  domain.  After  the  conqueft  of  Gaul,  they  ftiil  delighted  in  the 
ruftic  funplicity  of  their  anceftors  :  the  cities  were  abandoned  to  foli- 


occafionally  fcattered  in  the  laws  of  the  Bur- 
gundians  (tit.  liv.  N"  i,  2.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  271, 
272.),  and  Vifigoths  (1.  x.  tit.  i.  N"  8,  9.  16. 
in  torn.  iv.  p.  428,  429,  430.),  are  (kilfu'.ly 
explained  by  the  prefident  IVIontefquieu 
(Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxx.  c.  7,  8,  9.).  I  (hall 
only  add,  that,  among  the  Goths,  the  divi- 
fion  feems  to  have  been  afcertained  by  the 
judgment  of  the  neighbourhood  ;  that  the 
Barbarians  frequently  ufurped  the  remaining 
third ;  and,    that  the  Romans  minht  recover 


their  right,  unlefs  they  v.ere  barr;d  by  a  pre- 
fcription  of  fifty  years. 

*'  It  is  lingular  enough,  that  the  prefident 
de  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  l.x"x.C7.), 
and  the  Abbe  de  Mibly  (Obfervations,  torn. 
i.  p.  21,  22.),  agree  in  this  ilrange  fup- 
pofition  of  arbitrary  and  private  rapine. 
The  count  de  Boulainvilliers  (Elat  de  la 
France,  torn.  i.  p.  22,  23.)  fhews  a  ftrong 
underilanding,  though  a  cloud  of  ignorance, 
and  prcj  iidice. 

tiid* 
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tude  and  decay  ;  and  their  coins,  their  charters,  and  their  fynods,  are    ^  ^^  ^  ^• 

ftill  infcribed  with  the  names  of  the  villas,  or  rural  palaces,  in  v.hich    ^- ^-— / 

they  fucceflively  refidcd.  One  hundred  and  fixty  o(  thek pa/accs,  a 
title  -which  need  not  excite  any  unfeafonable  ideas  of  art  or  luxury, 
were  fcattered  through  the  provinces  of  their  kingdom  ;  and  if  fome 
might  claim  the  honours  of  a  fortrefs,  the  far  greater  part  could  be 
efleemed  only  in  the  light  of  profitable  farms.  The  manfion  of  the 
long-haired  kings  was  furro.unded  with  convenient  yards,  and  (tables, 
for  the  cattle  and  the  poultry ;  the  gai'den  was  planted  with  ufeful 
vegetables  ;  the  various  trades,  the  labours  of  agriculture,  and  even 
the  ax'ts  of  hunting  and  fifliing,  were  exercifed  by  fei*vile  hands  for 
the  emolument  of  the  fovereign  ;  his  magazines  were  filled  with  corn 
and  wune,  either  for  fale  or  confumption  ;  and  the  whole  admini- 
ftration  was  coudu£led  by  the  ftrideft  maxims  of  private  oeconomy  '\ 
This  ample  patrimony  v/as  appropriated  to  fupply  the  hofpitablc 
plenty  of  Cloyis,  and  his  fucceflbrs ;  and  to  reward  the  fidelity  of 
their  brave  companions,  who,  both  in  peace  and  war,  were  de- 
voted to  their  perfonal  fervice.  Inilead  of  an  horfe,  or  a  fuit  of 
armour,  each  companion,  according  to  his  rank,  or  merit,  or  favour, 
■w^as  inveiled  with  a  benejice^  the  primitive  name,  and  moft  fimple 
form  of  the  feudal  pofleffions.  Thefe  gifts  might  be  refumed  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  fovereign  ;  and  his  feeble  prerogative  derived  fome 
fupport  from  the  influence  of  his  libei-ality.  But  this  dependent  tenure 
was  gradually  abolifhed  *'  by  the  independent  and  rapacious  nobles 

''  See  the  ruftic  edift,  or  rather  code,  of  has  inveftigated  the  names,  the  number,  and 

Charlemagne,  which  contains  feventy  diftindl  the  fituation  of  the  Merovingian  villas, 
and  minute  regulations  of  that  great  monarch         **  From  a  paflage  of  the  Burgundian  law 

(in  torn.  V.  p.  652—657.).     He  requires  an  (tit.  i.  N°  4.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  257.),  it  is  evi- 

account  of  the  horns  and  fkins  cf  the  goats,  dent,  that  a  deferving  fon  might  expeft  to 

allows  his  fifh  to  be   fold,  and -carefully  di-  hold  the  lands  which  his  father  had  received 

rcfts,  that  the  larger  villas  ('C«/;/a«fW'hall  ^^°'^  the  royal  bounty  of  Gundobald.     The 

maintain  one  hundred  hens  and  thirty  geefe;  Burgundians   would    firmly    maintain   their 

and  the  fmaller  (Manfionalcs)  fifty  hens  and  privilege,  and  their  example  might  encourage 

twelve  geefe.  Mabillon  (de  Re  Diplomatica)  the  beneficiaiies  of  France. 
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of  France,  who  eflablillied  the  perpetual  property,  and  Iiereditary 
fucccfTion,  of  their  benefices  :  a  revolution  falutary  to  the  earth, 
which  had  been  injured,  or  negledled,  by  its  precarious  mafters ''. 
Befides  thefe  royal  and  beneficiary  eftates,  a  large  proportion  had  been 
affigned,  in  the  divifion  of  Gaul,  of  allodial  and  Salic  lands:  they 
were  exempt  from  tribute,  and  the  Salic  lands  were  equally  fliared 
among  the  male  defendants  of  the  Franks  ''. 
Private  I"  the  bloody  difcord,  and  filent  decay  of  the  Merovingian  line, 

ufurpationy,  2l  Xitvi  order  of  tyrants  arofe  in  the  provinces,  who,  under  the  ap- 
pellation of  Seniors^  or  Lords,  ufurped  a  right  to  govern,  and  a 
licence  to  opprefs,  the  fubjeds  of  their  peculiar  territory.  Their 
ambition  might  be  checked  by  the  hoftile  refillance  of  an  equal:  but 
the  laws  w^ere  extinguifhed  ;  and  the  facrilegious  Barbarians,  who 
dared  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of  a  faint  or  bifhop  '\  would  feldom 
refpe£l  the  landmarks  of  a  profane  and  defencelefs  n^hbour.  The 
common,  or  public,  rights  of  nature,  fuch  as  they  had  always  been 
deemed  by  the  Roman  jurifprudence  °\  were  feverely  reftralned  by 
the  German  conquerors,  whofc  amufement,  or  rather  paffion,  was 
the  exercife  of  hunting.  The  vague  dominion,  which  Man  has 
affumed  over  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  the  air,  and  the  waters-, 
was  confined  to  fome  fortunate  individuals  of  the  human  fpecies-. 
Gaul  was  again  overfpread  with  woods ;  and  the  animals,  w^ho  were 
refen^ed  for  the  ufe,  or  pleafure,  of  the  lord;  might  ravage,  with 
impunity,  the  fields  of  his  induftrious  vaflals.     The  chace  was  the 


5°  The  revolutions  cf  the  benefices  and 
fiefs  are  clearly  fixed  by  the  At,be  de  Mably. 
His  accurate  diftindion  of  times  gives  him  a 
merit  to  which  even  Montefquieu.  is  a 
ilranger. 

*'  See  the  Salic  law  (tit.  Ixli.  in  torn.  iv. 
p.  156.)-  The  origin  and  nature  of  thefe 
Salic  lands,  which,  in  times  of  ignorance, 
were  perfedlly  underftood,  now  perplex  our 
jnoft  learned  andfagacious  critics. 


'*  Many  of  the  two  hundred  and  fix-mi- 
raclesof  St.  Martin  (Greg.  Turon.  in  Maxi- 
ma Bibliotheca  Patrum,  torn.  xi.  p.  896 — 
932.)  were  repeatedly  performed  to.punilh 
facrilege.  Audite  haec  omnes  (exclaims  the 
bifhop  cf  Tours),  poteftatem  habentes,  after 
relating,  how  fome  hones  run  mad,  that  had 
been  turned  into  a  facred  meadow. 

*'  Heinec.  Element.  Jur.  German.  1.  if, 
p.  I.  N°8. 

facred , 
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facred  privilege  of  the  nobles,  and  their  domeftic  fervants.  Plebeian 
tranfgreffors  were  legally  chaftifed  with  flripes  and  imprifonmcnt  '* ; 
but  in  an  age  which  admitted  a  flight  compofition  for  the  life  of  a 
citizen,  it  was  a  capital  crime  to  deftroy  a  flag  or  a  wild  bull  within 
the  precinds  of  the  royal  forefts  ". 

According  to  the  maxims  of  ancient  war,  the  conqueror  became 
the  lawful  mafter  of  the  enemy  whom  he  had  fubdued  and  fpared'": 
and  the  fruitful  caufe  of  perfonal  flavery,  which  had  been  almoft 
fupprefled  by  the  peaceful  fovereignty  of  Rome,  was  again  revived 
And  multiplied  by  the  perpetual  hoftilities  of  the  independent  Barba- 
rians. The  Goth,  the  Burgundian,  or  the  Frank,  who  returned 
from  a  fuccefsful  expedition,  dragged  after  him  a  long  train  of  flieep, 
of  oxen,  and  of  human  captives,  whom  he  treated  with  the  fame 
brutal  contempt.  The  youths  of  an  elegant  form  and  ingenuous  afpedl, 
were  fet  apart  for  the  domeftic  fervice ;  a  doubtful  fituation,  which 
alternately  expofed  them  to  the  favourable,  or  cruel,  impulfe  of 
paflion.  The  ufeful  mechanics  and  fervants  (fmiths,  carpenters, 
taylors,  flioemakers,  cooks,  gardeners,  dyers,  and  workmen  in  gold 
and  filver,  &c.)  employed  their  fkill  for  the  ufe,  or  profit,  of  their 
mafter.      But  the  Roman  captives  who  were  dellitute  of  art,  but 
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Perfonal  for- 
vitude. 


'*  Jonas,  bifhop  of  Orleans  (A.  D.  821  — 
826.  Cave,  Hift.  Litteraria,  p.  443.)  cen- 
fures  the  Ugal  tyranny  of  the  nobles.  Pro 
feris,  quas  cura  homiuum  non  aluit,  fed 
Deus  in  commune  mortalibus  ad  utendum 
concefiit,  pauperes  a  potentioribus  I'poliantur, 
flagellantur,  ergaftalis  detruduntiir,  et  multa 
alia  patiuntur.  Hoc  enim  qui  faciunt,  kge 
mmndi  fe  facere  jufte  pofle  contendai^t.  De 
Inllitutione  Laicorum,  1.  ii.  c.  zj.  apud 
Thomailin,  Dilcipline  de  I'Eglife,  torn.  iii. 
p.  1348. 

"5  On  a  mere  fufpiciori,  Chundo,  a  cham- 
berlain of  Gontran,  iiing  of  Burgundy,  was 
ftoned  todeath  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  x.  c.  10.  in 
-torn.  ii.  p.  369.).     John  of  Salilbury  (Poli- 


crat.  I.  i.  c.  4.)  alTerts  the  rights  of  nature, 
and  expofes  the  cruel  praftice  of  the  twelfth 
century.  See  Heineccius,  Elem.  Jur.  Germ. 
1.  ii.  p.  i.  N'°  51—57. 

**  The  cuftom  of  enflaving  prifoners  of 
war  was  totally  extinguilhed  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  by  the  prevailing  influence  of  Chrifti- 
anity  ;  but  it  might  be  proved,  from  frequent 
paflages  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  &c.  that  it 
was  praftifed,  v.ithout  cenfure,  under  the 
Merovingian  race  ;  and  even  Grotius  himfelf 
(de  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  I.  iii.  c.  7.),  as  well 
as  his  commentator  Barbeyrac,  have  labour- 
ed to  reconcile  it  with  the  laws  of  nature  and 
reafon. 
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CHAP,    capable  of  labour,  were  condemned,  without  regard  to  their  former 
XXXVIII.        *  ,      ,      ,       r 

rank,  to  tend  the  cattle,  and  cultivate  the  lands  of  the  Barbarians. 

The  number  of  the  hereditary  bondfmen,  who  were  attached  to  the 
Gallic  eftates,  was  continually  increafed  by  new  fupplies  ;  and  the 
fervile  people,  according  to  the  fituation  and  temper  of  their  lords, 
was  fometimes  raifed  by  precarious  indulgence,  and  more  frequently 
deprefled  by  capricious  defpotlfm  '\  An  abfolute  power  of  life  and 
death  was  exercifed  by  thefe  lords ;  and  when  they  married  their 
daughters,  a  train  of  ufeful  fervants,  chained  on  the  waggons  to 
prevent  their  efcape,  was  fent  as  a  nuptial  prefent  into  a  diflant 
country  °^  The  majefty  of  the  Roman  laws  prote£ted  the  liberty 
of  each  citizen,  againft  the  rafh  effedls  of  his  own  diftrefs,  or  defpair. 
But  the  fubjedts  of  the  Merovingian  kings  might  alienate  their  per- 
fonal  freedom  j  and  this  a£t  of  legal  filicide,  which  was  familiarly 
pradlifed,  is  exprefled  in  terms  moft  difgraceful  and  afflicting  to  the 
dignity  of  human  nature  ".  The  example  of  the  poor,  who  pur- 
chafed  life  by  the  facrifice  of  all  that  can  render  life  defirable,  was 
gradually  imitated  by  the  feeble  and  the  devout,  who,  in  times  of 
public  diforder,  pufiUanimoufly  crowded  to  fhelter  themfelves  under 
the  battlements  of  a  powerful  chief,  and  around  the  flirine  of  a  po- 
pular faint.  Their  fubmifllon  was  accepted  by  thefe  temporal,  or 
fpiritual,  patrons ;  and  the  hafty  tranfaftion  irrecoverably  fixed  their 


*^  The  ftate,  profeffions.  Sec.  of  the  Ger- 
man, Italian,  and  Gallic  flaves,  during  the 
middle  ages;  are  explained  by  Heineccius 
(Element.  Jur.  Germ.  1.  i.  N°  28—47.),  Mu- 
ratori  (Diflertat.  xiv,  xv.),  Diicange  (Glofi". 
fub  voce  Ser'vi),  and  the  Abbe  de  Mably 
(Obfervations,  torn.  ii.  p.  3,&c.  p.  237,  &c.). 

*'  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  vi.  c.  45.  in  torn, 
ii.  p.  289.)  relates  a  memorable  example,  in 
which  Chilperic  only  abufed  the  private 
rights  of  a  mailer.  Many  families,  which 
belonged  to  his  domus  Jifcaks,  in  the  neigh- 

6 


bourhood  of  Paris,  were  forcibly  fent  away 
into  Spain. 

'*  Licentiam  habeatis  mihi  qualemcun-jue 
volueritis  difciplinam  ponere ;  vel  venum- 
dare,  aut  quod  vobis  placuerit  de  me  facere. 
Marculf.  Formul.  1.  ii.  28.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  497. 
The  Formula  of  Lindenbrogius  (p.  559.), 
and  that  of  Anjou  (p.  565.)  are  to  the  fame 
effeift.  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  vii.  c.  45.  in 
tom.  ii.  p.  31 1.)  fpeaks  of  many  perfons, 
who  fold  themfelves  for  bread,  in  a  great 
famine. 

own 
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own  condition,  and  that  of  their  latefl;  pofterity.     From  the  reiQ:n  of    C  H  A  p. 

^        .  .  r  rr  f  :f  b  XXXVIIl. 

Clovis,  during  five  fucceffive  centuries,  the  laws  and   manners  of    ■ y > 

Gaul  uniformly  tended  to  promote  the  increafe,  and  to  confirm  the 
duration,  of  perfonal  fervitude.  Time  and  violence  almoft  obliterated 
the  intermediate  ranks  of  fociety ;  and  left  an  obfcure  and  narrov/ 
interval  between  the  noble  and  the  flave.  This  arbitrary  and 
recent  divifion  has  been  transformed  by' pride  and  prejudice  into  a 
national  diftindion,  univerfally  eflablifhed  by  the  arms  and  the  laws 
of  the  Merovingians.  The  nobles,  who  claimed  their  genuine,  or 
fabulous,  defcent,  from  the  independent  and  victorious  Franks,. have 
aflerted,  and  abufed,  the  indefeafible  right  of  conqueft,  over  a  pro- 
ftrate  crowd  of  flaves  and  plebeians,  to  whom  they  imputed  the 
imaginary  difgrace  of  a  Gallic,  or  Roman,  extraftion. 

The  general  ftate  and  revolutions  of  France^  a   name  which  was   Example  of 

Auvergne. 

impofed  by  the  conquerors,  may  be  illuftrated  by  the  particular  ex- 
ample of  a  province,  a  diocefe,  or  a  fena.torial  family.  Auvergne  had 
formerly  maintained  a  juft  pre-eminence  among  the  independent 
ftates  and  cities  of  Gaul.  The  brave  and  numerous  inhabitants  dif- 
played  a  fingular  trophy  ;  the  fword  of  Csefar  himfelf,  which  he  had 
loft  when  he  was  repulfed  before  the  walls  of  Gergovia '°°.  As  the 
common  offspring  of  Troy,  they  claimed  a  fraternal  alliance  with 
the  Romans '°' ;  and  if  each  province  had  imitated  the  courage  and 
loyalty  of  Auvergne,  the  fall  of  the  Weftern  empire  might  have  been 
prevented,  or  delayed.  They  firmly  maintained  the  fidelity  which 
they  had  reludantly  fworn  to  the  Vifigoths ;  but  when  their  braveft 

■°'»  When  Csfar  faw  it,  he  laughed  (Phi-     <even  hundred  men  (de  Bell.  Gallico,  1.  vj. 

tarch.  in  Csfar.  in  torn,  i,  p.  409.)  :  yet  he  '^-  44-53-  i"  "m-  i-  P-  270-272.). 

,        r /- 1   r            f  /-^           •  '°'   Audebant  fe    quondam   fratres    Latio 

relates  his  unfuccefsful  iiege    ot   Gergovia,  .        .        \    ^,.                , 

,  dicere,  et  languine  ab   lliaco  populos  com- 

with  lefs    franknefs  than  we  might  expeft  ^^^^^  ^g.^^^_  Apollinar.  1.  vii.  epift.  7.  in 

from  a  great' man  to  whom  viaory  was  fa-  ^^^   j_  p_  ^^^  )_     j  ^^  ^^^  informed  of  the 

miliar.      He  acknowledges,  however,    that  degrees  and   circumftances  of  this   fabulous 

in  one  attack  he  lofl  forty-fix  centurions  and  pedigree. 

nobles 
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CHAP,    nobles  had  fallen  in  the  baitlc  of  Poitiers,  they  accepted,  without 
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refiftance,  a  vi£torious  and  catholic   fovereign.     This  eafy  and  va- 
luable  conqueft  was  atchieved,   and  pofleffed,    by  Theodoric,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Clovis :  but  the  remote  province  was  feparated  from  his 
Auftrafum  dominions,    by  the  intermediate  kingdoms  of  Soiffons, 
Paris,  and  Orleans,   which  formed,  after  their  father's  death,  the 
inheritance  of  his  three  brothers.     The  king  of  Paris,  Ghild^bert, 
was  tempted  by  the  neighbourhood  and  beauty  of  Auvergne  '".   The 
Upper  country,  which  rifes  towards  the  fouth  into  the  mountains  of 
the  Cevermes,  prefented  a  rich  and  various  profpedl  of  woods  and 
paftures ;  the  fides  of  the  hills  were  clothed  with  vines;  and  each 
eminence  was  crowned  with  a  villa  or  caftle.    In  the  Lower  Auvergne, 
the  river  AUier  flows  through  the  fair  and  fpacious  plain  of  Limagne; 
and  the  inexhauftible  fertility  of  the  foil  fupplied,  and  ftill  fupplies, 
without  any  interval  of  repofe,  the  conltant  repetition   of  the  fame 
harvefts  '°\      On  the  falfe  report,  that  their  lawful  fovereign  had  been 
flain  in  Germany,  the  city  and  diocefe  of  Auvergne  were  betrayed 
by  the  grandfon  of  Sidonius  Apollinaris.     Childebert  enjoyed  this 
clandeftine  vid:ory;  and  the  free  fubjeits  of  Theodoric  threatened  to 
defert  his  ftandard,  if  he  indulged  his  private  refentment,  while  the 
nation  was  engaged   in  the  Burgundian  war.     But    the   Franks   of 
Auftrafia   foon  yielded  to  the  perfuafive   eloquence   of  their   king. 
"  FoUov/  me,"  faid  Theodoric,  "  into  Auvergne :  I  will  lead  you 
"  into  a  province,  where  you  inay  acquire  gold,  filver,  flaves,  cattle, 
"  and  precious  apparel,  to  the  full  extent  of  your  willies.     I  repeat 

'°-  Either    the  fiift,  or   fecond,    pnrtition         '°^  For  the  defcription  of  Auvergne,  fee 

among  the  fons  of  Clovis,  had  given  Berry  to  Sidonius  (1.  iv.  epift.  21.  in  torn.  i.  p.  J93.), 

Childebert  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  iii.  c.  12.  in  torn,  with  the  notes  of  Savaron  and  Sirmond  (p. 

ii.    p.    192.).     Velim    (faid  he),  Arvernam  279.    and   51.   of  their  refpeftive   editions), 

Liinanem,  qua;    tanta  jocunditatis  gratia  re-  Boulainvilliers  (Etat  de   la  France,  torn.  ii. 

fulgere  dicitur  oculis  cernere  (1.  iii.   c.  9.  p.  p.  243 — z68.),  and   the  Abbe   de    la    Lon- 

igi,).     The  face   of  the  country  was  con-  guerue  (Defcription  de  la  France,  part  i.  p. 

cealed  by  a  thick  fog,  when  the  Jdng  of  Paris  132 — 1390- 
niade  his  entry  into  Clermont. 

2  *'  my 
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"my  promife;  I  give  you  the  people,  and  their  wealth,  as  your  ^  ^^  •'^  ^' 
"  prey;  and  you  may  tranfport  them  at  pleafure  into  your  own 
"  country."  By  the  execution  of  this  promife,  Theodoric  juft- 
ly  forfeited  the  allegiance  of  a  people,  whom  he  devoted  to  de- 
ftrudtion.  His  troops,  reinforced  by  the  flerceft  Barbarians  of  Ger- 
many "°*,  fpread  defolation  over  the  fruitful  face  of  Auvergne  ;  and 
two  places  only,  a  ftrong  caftle,  and  a  holy  flirine,  were  faved,  or 
redeemed,  from  their  licentious  fury.  The  caftle  of  Meroliac  '°'  was 
feated  on  a  lofty  rock,  which. rofe  an  hundred  feet  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  plain  ;  and  a  large  refervoir  of  frefh  water  was  inclofed, 
with  fome  arable  lands,  within  the  circle  of  its  fortifications.  The 
Franks  beheld  with  envy  and  defpair  this  impregnable  fortrefs  :  but 
they  furprifeda  party  of  fifty  ftragglers;  and,  as  they  were  opprefled  by 
the  number  of  their  captives,  they  fixed,  at  a  trifling  ranfom,  the  al- 
ternative of  life  or  death  for  thefe  wretched  vi£lims,  whom  the  cruel 
Barbarians  were  prepared  to  maflacre  on  the  refufal  of  the  garrifon. 
Another  detachment  penetrated  as  far  as  Brivas,  or  Brioude,  where 
the  inhabitants,  with  their  valuable  effedls,  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
fandtuary  of  St.  Julian.  The  doors  of  the  church  refifted  the  affault ; 
but.  a  daring,  foldier  entered  through  a  window  of  the  choir,  and 
opened  a  palliige  to  his  companions.  The  clergy  and  people,  the 
facred  and  the  profane  fpoils,  were  rudely  torn  from  the  altar ;  and 
the  facrilegious  divifion  was  made  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town 
of  Brioude.  But  this  a£t  of  impiety  was  feverely  chaftifed  by  the 
devout  fon  of  Clovis.     He  punifhed  with  death  the  moft  atrocious 

'"♦  Furorem  gentium,    qua;  de  ulteriore  nediftine  editors  of  Gregory  of  Tours   (in 

Rheni  amnis  parte  venerant,    fuperare  non  tom.  ii.  p.  192.)  have  fixed  this  fortrefs  at  a 

poterat  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  iv.  c.  ;o.  in  tom.ii.  place  named  Cajiel  Merliac,   two  miles  from 

229.),  was   the  e.tcufe  of  another    king   of  Mauriac,  in  the  Upper  Auvergne.     In   this 

Auftrafia  (A.  D.  574.),  for  the  ravrges  which  defcription,    I    tranflate  hifra  as   if  I  read 

bis  troops  committed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  inti-Q. ;  the  two  prepofitions  are  perpetually 

Paris.  confounded  by  Gregory,  or  his  tranfcribers  j 

'"  From  the  name  and  fituation,  the  Be-  and  the  fenfe  mull  always  decide. 

offenders,); 


Coo 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


CHAP. 
XXXVIII. 


Story  of  At- 
taluj. 


ofFenders  ;  left  their  fecret  accomplices  to  the  vengeance  of  St.  Julian ; 
releafed  the  captives ;  reftorcd  the  plunder ;  and  extended  the  rights 
of  fandluary,  five  miles  round  the  fepulchre  of  the  holy  martyr '°'. 

Before  the  Auftrafian  army  retreated  from  Auvergne,  Theodoric 
cxaded  fome  pledges  of  the  future  loyalty  of  a  people,  v^-hofe  juft 
hatred  could  be  reftrained  only  by  their  fear.  A  feledt  band  of  noble 
youths,  the  fons  of  the  principal  fenators,  was  delivered  to  the  con-' 
queror,  as  the  hoftages  of  the  fuith  of  Childebert,  and  of  their 
countrymen.  On  the  lirft  'rumour  of  wa.v,  or  confpiracy,  thefe 
guiltlefs  youths  M'ere  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  fcrvitude  ;  and  one  of 
them,  Attains  '°\  whofe  adventures  are  more  particularly  related, 
kept  his  mailer's  horfes  in  the  diocefe  of  Treves.  After  a  painful 
fearch,  he  was  difcovered,  in  this  unworthy  occupation,  by  the 
emilTaries  of  his  grandfather,  Gregory  bifhop  of  Langres  ;  but  his 
offers  of  ranfom  were  fternly  rejedted  by  the  avarice  of  the  Barbarian, 
who  required  an  exorbitant  fum  of  ten  pounds  of  gold  for  the  free- 
dom of  his  noble  captive.  His  deliverance  was  effe(3;ed  by  the 
hardy  ftratagem  of  Leo,  a  flave  belonging  to  the  kitchens  of  the 
bilhop  of  Langres  '°*4  An  unknown  agent  eafily  introduced  him  into 
the  fame  family.  The  Barbarian  purchafed  Leo  for  the  price  of 
twelve  pieces  of  gold ;  and  was  pleafed  to  learn,  that  he  was  deeply 


•°''  See  thefe  revolutions,  and  wars,  of 
Auvergne,  in  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  37. 
in  torn.  ii.  p.  183.  and  1.  iii.  c.  9.  12,  13. 
p.  191,  192.  de  Miraculis  St.  Julian,  c.  13. 
in  torn.  ii.  p.  466.).  He  frequently  betrays 
his  extraordinary  attention  to  his  native 
country. 

""'  The  ftory  of  Attains  is  related  by  Gre- 
gory of  Tours  (1.  iii.  c.  16.  in  torn.  ii.  p. 
193 — 195-)-  Kis  editor,  the  P.  Ruinart, 
confounds  this  Attains,  who  was  a  youth 
(puer)  in  the  year  532,  with  a  friend  of  Si- 
donius  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  count  of 
Autun,  fifty  or  fixty  years  before.     Such  an 


error,  which' cannot  be  itnputed  to  igno- 
rance, is  excufed,  in  fome  degree,  by  its 
own   magnitude. 

'°'*  Tliis  Gregory,  the  great  grandfather  of 
Gregory  of  Tours  (in  tom.ii.  p.  197.  490.), 
lived  ninety-two  years;  of  which  he  parted 
forty,  as  count  of  Autun,  and  thirty-two,  as 
bifhop  of  Langres.  According  to  the  poet 
portunatus,  he  difplayed  equal  merit  in  thefe 
diiFerent  fiations. 

Nobilis  antiqua  decurrens  prole  parentum, 
Nobilior  geftis,  nunc  fuper  aftra  manet. 

Arbiter  ante  ferox,  dein  pius  ipfe  facerdos, 
Quos  doTiuit  judex,  fovet  amore  patris. 

ikilled 
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fkilled  In  the   luxury  of  an  cpifcopal  table  :  "  Next  Sunday,"  faid    ^  "  ^  P. 
the  Frank,  "  I   fhall   invite  my  neighbours,  and   kinfmen.      Exert 
*•'  thy  art,  and  force  them  to  confefs,  that  they  have  never  feen,  or 
"  tafted,  fuch  an  entertainment,  even  in  the   king's  houfe."     Leo 
aflured    him,    that,    if  he   would    provide   a   fufFicient   quantity   of 
poultry,  his  wnfhes  fliould  be  fatished.     The   mafter,  who  already 
afpired  to  the  merit  of  elegant  hofpitality,  affumcd,  as  his  own,  the 
praife  which  the  voracious  guefts  unanimoufly  beftowed  on  his  cook; 
and  the  dextrous  Leo  infenfibly  acquired  the  truft  and  management  of 
his  houfehold.    After  the  patient  expcdlation  of  a  whole  year,  he  cau- 
tioufly  whifpered  his  defign  to  Attains,  and  exhorted  him  to  prepare  for 
flight  in  the  enfuing  night.  At  the  hour  of  midnight,  the  intemperate 
guefts  retired  from  table  ;  and  the  Frank's  fon-in-law,  whom  Leo  at- 
tended to  his  apartment  with    a  no£lurnal  potation,  condefcended 
to  jeft  on  the  facility  with  which  he  might  betray  his  truft.     The  in- 
trepid   flave,    after   fuftaining  this   dangerous   raillery,    entered    his 
mafter's  bed-chamber ;  removed  his  fpear  and  fliield  ;  filently  drew 
the  fleeteft  horfes  from  the  ftable  ;   unbarred  the  ponderous   gates  ; 
and  excited  Attains  to  fave  his  life  and  liberty  by  inceffant  diligence. 
Their  apprehenfions  urged  them  to  leave  their  horfes  on  the  banks  of 
the   Meufe  '°' ;    they  fwam  the  river,  wandered  three  days   in   the 
adjacent  foreft,  and  fubfifted  only  by  the  accidental  difcovery  of  a 
•wild  plum-tree.     As  they  lay   concealed   in   a  dark  thicket,    they 
heard  the  noife  of  horfes ;  they  were  terrified  by  the  angry  coun- 
tenance of  their  mafter,  and  they  anxioufly  liftened  to  his  declara- 
tion, that,  if  he  could  feize  the  guilty  fugitives,  one   of  them   he 
would  cut  in  pieces  with  his  fword,  and  would  expofc  the  other  on  a 
gibbet.     At  length.  Attains,  and  his  faithful  Leo,  reached  the  friendly 

'*'  As  M.  de  Valois,  and  the  P.  Ruinart,  the  alteration.  Yet,  after  fome  examination 
are  determined  to  change  the  ilfo/i/Za  of  the  of  the  topography,  I  could  defend  the  com- 
text  into  Mo/a,  it  becomes  me  to  acquiefce  in     mon  reading. 

Vol.  in.  •  4  H  habitation 
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CHAP,    habitation  of  a  prefbyter  of  Rheims,,  who  recruited  their  fainting- 
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■^    -,-     'j    ftrength  with  bread   and  wine,  concealed  them  from  the  fearch  of 

their  enemy,  and  fafely  conduced  them,   beyond  the  Umits   of  tlie 
Auftrafian  kingdom,  to  the  epifcopal  palace  of  Langres.     Gregory 
embraced  his  grandfon  with  tears  of  joy,  gratefully  delivered  Leo, 
with  his  whole  family,  from  the  yoke  of  fervitude,  and  beftowed  oil 
him  the  property  of  a  farm,  where  he  might  end  his  days  in  hap- 
pinefs    and    freedom.      Perhaps   this  fnigular    adventure,    \vhich   is 
marked  with  fo  many  circumftances  of  truth  and  nature,  w^as  related 
by  Attalus  himfelf,  to  his  coufin,  or  nephew,  the   firfl  hiflorian  of 
the  Franks.     Gregory  of  Tours  "°  was  born  about  fixty  years  after  • 
the   death  of  Sidonius  Apollinaris;  and   their  fituation  was  almoft 
fnnilar,  fince  each  of  them  was  a  native  of  Auvergne,  a  fenator,  and 
a  bilhop.     The  difference  of  their  ftyle  and  fentiments  may,  there- 
fore, exprefs  the  decay  of  Gaul ;  and  clearly  afcertain  how   much^. 
HI  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  the  human  m.ind  had  loll  of  its  energy  and  re- 
finement '". 
Privileges  of        Wg  ^re  now  qualified  to  defpife  the  oppofite,  and,  perhaps,  art— 
of  Gaul.        ful,    mifreprefentations,  which  have  foftened,  or    exaggerated,   the 
oppi"effion  of  the  Romans  of  Gaul  under  the  reign  of  the  Merovin- 
gians.    The  conquerors  never  promulgated   any  uiuverfal  edi£t  of 
fervitude,  or  confifcation:    but  a  degenerate   people,    who   excufed 
their   weaknefs   by   the  fpecious    names    of  polirenefs  and  peace^. 

"°  The   parents  of  Gregory  (Gregorius  ab  urbibus  Gallicanis  Hberalium  cultura  li- 

Plorentius   Georgius)   were  of  noble  extrac-  terarum,  &c.  (in  prjefat.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  137.), 

iion  (^»n/fl//j^w. ..///«/?«/ j,  and  they  pofTefted  is   the  complaint  of  Gregory  himfelf,  which 

large  ellates  (latifundia)  both  in   Auvergne  he  fully  veriEes  by  his  own  work.     His  ftyle 

and  Burgundy.      He  was  born   in  the  year  is  equally  devoid  of  elegance  and  fimplicity. 

^  :;i5g,  was  confecrated  bifliop  of  Tours  in  57^,  In  a  confpicuous  ftation  he  dill  remained   a 

and   died  in  593,  or  595,  foon  after  he  had  firanger  to  his  own  age  and  country  ;  and  in 

terminated  his  hiftory.    See  his  Life  by  Odo,  a  prolix  work   (the  five   laft   books    contain 

abbot  of  Chigny  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  129  —  135.),  ten  years)  he  has  omitted  almoft  every  things 

and  a  new  Life  in  the  Memoires  de  TAcade-  that  pofterity  de^res  to  learn.     I  have  tedi- 

fiiie,  &c.   torn.  xxvi.  p.  598  — 637.  oufly  acquired,  by  a  painful  perufal,  the  right 

"'  Dscedente  atque  immopotiuspereunte  of  pronouncing  this  unfavourable  featence. 

5  was 
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■yvas  expofcd  to  the  arms  and  laws  of  the  ferocious  Barbarians,  who  vvv\ni^* 
coutemptuoufly  infultcd  their  poflefTions,  their  freedom,  and  their 
iiifcty.  Their  perfonal  injuries  were  partial  and  irregular;  but  the 
great  body  of  the  Romans  furvived  the  revolution,  and  ftill  preferved 
the  property,  and  privileges,  of 'citizens.  A  large  portion  of  their 
lands  was  exadled  for  the  ufe  of  the  Franks :  but  they  enjoyed  the 
remainder,  exempt  from  tribute"*;  and  the  fame  irreliftible  violence 
which  fwept  away  the  arts  and  manufadures  of  Gaul,  deflroyed  the 
■elaborate  and  expenfive  fyftem  of  Imperial  defpotifm.  The  Provin- 
cials muft  frequently  deplore  the  favage  jurii'prudence  of  the  Salic 
or  Ripuarian  laws;  but  their  private  life,  in  the  important  concerns' 
of  marriage,  teftaments,  or  inheritance,  was  ftill  regulated,  by  the 
Theodofian  Code ;  and  a  dilcontented  Roman  might  freely  afpire,  or 
defcend,  to  the  title  and  chara(51:er  of  a  Barbarian.  The  honours  of 
the  ftate  were  acceffible  to  his  ambition :  the  education  and  temper  of 
the  Romans  more  peculiarly  qualified  them  for  the  offices  of  civil 
government ;  and,  as  foon  as  emulation  had  rekindled  their  military 
ardour,  they  w^re  permitted  to  march  in  the  ranks,  or  even  at  the 
head,  of  the  vidorious  Germans.  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  enumerate 
the  generals  and  magifti'ates,  whofe  names  "^  atteft  the  liberal  policy 
of  the  Merovingians.  The  fupreme  command  of  Burgundy,  with 
"the  title  of  patrician,  was  fuccefiively  entrufted  to  three  Romans ; 
and  the  laft,    and  mofl  powerful,   Mummolus  "*,  who  alternately 

■"-  The  Abbe  de  Mably  (torn.  i.  p.  247  man,  extraftion    (I.  vi.    c.   11.    in   torn.  ii. 

—  267)  has  diligently  confirmed  this  opinion  p.  273.);  and  Claudius,  aBarbarian  (1.  vii. 

©f  the  prefident  de  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  c.  29.  p.  303.). 
Loix,  1.  XXX.  c.  13-)-  "*  Eunius  Mummolus  is  repeatedly  men- 

"^  See  Dubos,  Hiil.  Critique  de  la  Mo-  tioned  by  Gregory  of  Tours,  from  the  fourth 

narchie  Francoife,  torn.  ii.  1.  vi.  c.  9,  10.  (c.  42.  p.  224.)  to  the  feventh  (c.  40.  p. 

The  French  antiquarians  eftablifh  as  a  frin-  310-)    book.     The   computation  by  talents 

■  a'Jile,  that  the  Romans  and  Barbarians  may  is  fingular  enough  ;  but  if  Gregory  attached 

be  dilliiiguifhed  by  their  names.    Their  names  any  meaning  to  that  obfolete  word,  the  trea- 

undoubtedly  form  a  !ea.fonahle  fre/iim/itio)! ;  fures   of  Mummolus   muft    have    exceeded 

yet  in  reading  Gregory  of  Tours,    I  have  100,000 1.  fterling. 
obfervcd  Gondulfus,  of  Senatorian,  or  Ro- 

4  H  2  faved 
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faved  and  diflurbed  the  monarchy,  had  fupplanted  his  father  in  the 
ftation  of  count  of  Autun,  and  left  a  treafure  of  thirty  talents  of  gold, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  talents  of  filver.  The  fierce  and  illiterate 
Barbarians  were  excluded,  during  feveral  generations,  from  the  dig- 
nities, and  even  from  the  orders,  of  the  church  '".  The  clergy  of 
Gaul  confifted  almofl  entirely  of  native  Provincials ;  the  haughty 
Franks  fell  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  their  fubjefts,  who  were  dignified 
with  the  epifcopal  charadler ;  and  the  pOwer  and  riches  which  had 
been  loft  in  war,  were  infenfibly  recovered  by  fuperftition  "^  In  all 
temporal  affairs,  the  Theodofian  Code  was  the  univerfal  law  of  the 
clergy ;  but  the  Barbaric  jurifprudence  had  liberally  provided  for 
their  perfonal  fafety :  a  fub-deacon  was  equivalent  to  two  Franks ; 
the  atitriijlion^  and  priefl,  were  held  in  fimilar  eflimation ;  and  the 
life  of  a  bifliop  was  appreciated  far  above  the  common  ftandard,  at 
the  price  of  nine  hundred  pieces  of  gold  '".  The  Romans  commu- 
nicated to  their  conquerors  the  ufe  of  the  Chriftian  religion  and  Latin 
language'":  but  their  language  and  their  religion  had  alike  dege- 
nerated from  the  fimple  purity  of  the  Auguflan,  and  Apoftolic,  age. 
The  progrefs  of  fuperftition  and  Barbarifm  was  rapid  and  univerfaf : 
the  worfliip  of  the  faints  concealed  from  vulgar  eyes  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians ;  and  the  ruftic  dialed!  of  peafants  and  foldiers  was  cor- 


"'  See  Fleury,  Difcours  iii.  fur  I'Hillbire 
Ecclefiaftique. 

"°  The  bifliop  of  Tours  himfelf  has  re- 
corded the  complaint  of  Chllperic,  thegrand- 
fon  of  Clevis.  Ecce  pauper  remanfit  Fifcus 
noller ;  ecce  divitix  noftrs  ad  ecclefias  funt 
tranflatse  :  nulli  penitus  nifi  foli  Epifcopi 
regnant  (1.  vi.  c.  46.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  291.). 

"'  See  the  Ripuarian  Code  (tit.  xxxvi. 
in  torn.  iv.  p.  241.).  The  Salic  law  does 
not  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  clergy ;  and 
we  might  fuppofe,  on  the  behalf  of  the  more 
civilized  tribe,  that  they  had  not  forefeen 
fiich  an  impious  aft  as  tho- murder  of  a  prieil. 


Yet  PrJEtextatus,  archbifhop  of  Rouen,  was 
affaffinated  by  the  order  of  queen  Fredegun- 
dis,  before  the  altar  (Greg.  Turon.  I.  viii, 
c.  31.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  326.). 

"^  M.  Bonamy  (Mem.  de  I'Academie  des 
Infcriptions,  tom.  xxiv.  p.  582 — 670.)  has 
afcertained  the  Lingua  Romana  Rujiica, 
which,  through  the  medium  oi  \\it  Romance, 
has  gradually  been  polifhed  into  the  aftual 
form  of  the  French  language.  Under  the 
Carlovingian  race,  the  kings  and  nobles  of 
France  iHll  underllood  the  dialeft  of  their- 
German  anceftors. 

rupted 
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rupted  by  a  Teutonic  idiom  and  pronunciation.     Yet  fuch  intercourfe   ^  H  A  P. 
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of  lacred  and  focial  communion,  eradicated  the  diftindlions  of  birth v ' 

and  vidiory ;  and  the  nations  of  Gaul  were  gradually  confounded 
under  the  name  and  government  of  the  Franks. 

The  Franks,  after  they  mingled  with  their  Gallic  fubjeds,  might  Anarchy  of 
have  imparted  the  moft  valuable  of  human  gifts,  a  fpirit,  and  fyftem, 
of  conftitutional  liberty.  Under  a  king,  hereditary  but  limited, 
the  chiefs  and  counfcllors  might  have  debated,  at  Paris,  in  the  palace 
of  the  Casfars  :  the  adjacent  field,  where  the  emperors  reviewed  their 
mercenary  legions,  would  have  admitted  the  legiflative  affembly  of 
freemen  and  warriors  ;  and  the  rude  model,  which  had  been  fketched 
in  the  woods  of  Germany  "',  might  have  been  poliflied  and  im- 
proved by  the  civil  wifdom  of  the  Romans.  But  the  carelefs  Barba- 
rians, fecure  of  their  perfonal  independence,  difdained  the  labour  of 
government:  the  annual  affemblies  of  the  month  of  March  were 
filently  abolifhed ;  and  the  nation  was  feparated,  and  almofl  dif- 
folved,  by  the  conqueft  of  Gaul  '".  The  monarchy  was  left  without 
any  regular  eftablifhment  of  juflice,  of  arms,  or  of  revenue.  The 
fucceflbrs  of  Clovis  wanted  refolution  to  aflume,  or  ftrength  to  exer- 
cife,  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers,  which  the  people  had 
abdicated:  the  royal  prerogative  was  diftinguifhed  only  by  a  more 
ample  privilege  of  rapine  and  murder ;  and  the  love  of  freedom,  fo 
often  invigorated  and  difgraced  by  private  ambition,  was  reduced, 
among  the  licentious  Franks,  to  the  contempt  of  order,  and  the  de- 
fire  of  impunity.  Seventy-five  years  after  the  death  of  Clovis,  his 
grandfon,  Gontran,  king  of  Burgundy,  fent  an  army  to  invade  the 
Gothic  poffeflions  of  Septimania,   or  Languedoc.      The  ^troops  of 

"'  Ce  beau  fyfteme  a  ete  trouve  dans  les  feem  that  the  inftitution  of  national  aflem- 

bois.     Montefquieu,  Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xi.  blies,  which  are  coeval  with  the  French  na- 

c.  6.  "o">  have  never  been  congenial  to  its  tem- 

"°  See   the  Abbe  de  Mably.      Obferva-  per. 
tions,  &c.    torn.   i.    p.   34—56.     It   fhould 

a  Burgundy-, 
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CHAP.    Burgundy,  Berry,  Auvergne,  and  the  adjacent  territories,  were  ex- 

«_— V— — '    cited   by  the   hopes   of  fpoil.     They  marched,    ivithout   difcipHne, 

under  the  banners  of  German,  or   Gallic,  counts  :  their  attack  was 

feeble  and  unfuccefsful ;  but  the  friendly  and  hoftile  provinces  were 

defolated  with   indifcriminate  rage.      The  corn-fields,  the  villages, 

the  churches   themfelves,  were   confumed  by  fire ;   the  inhabitants 

were   maflacred,  or  dragged  into  captivity  ;  and,  in  the  diforderly 

retreat,  five  thoufand  of  thefe  inhuman  favagcs  were  deftroyed  by 

hunger  or  inteftine  difcord.     When  the  pious  Gontran  reproached 

the  guilt,  or  negledt,  of  their  leaders  ;  and  threatened  to  infli£t,  not 

a  legal  fentence,  but   inftant  and  arbitrary  execution ;  they  accufed 

the  univerfal  and  incurable  corruption  of  the  people.     "  No  one,*' 

they  faid,  "  any  longer  fears  or  refpefts  his  king,  his  duke,  or  his 

**  count.      Each  man  loves  to  do  evil,  and  freely  indulges  his  cri- 

*'  minal  inclinations.     Tlie  mofi:  gentle  corredtion  provokes  an  im- 

"  mediate  tumult ;  and  the  rafh  magiftrate,  who  prefumes  to  cenfure^, 

*'  or  reftrain,  his  feditious  fubjeds,  feldom  efcapes  alive  from  their 

"  revenge'"'."     It  has  been  referved  for  tlie  fame  nation  to  expofe, 

by  their  intemperate  vices,  the  mofl:  odious  abufe  of  freedom ;  and 

to  fupply  its  lofs  by  the  fpirit  of  honour  and  humanity,  which  now 

alleviates  and  dignifies  their  obedience  to  an  abfolute  fovereign. 

TheVlil-  '^^^  Vifigoths  had  refigned  to   Clovis  the  greatefi:  part  of  their 

goths  of         Gallic  pofiefTions ;   but  their  lofs  was   amply    compenfated   by  the 

eafy   conqueft,  and   fecure  enjoyment,    of  the  provinces  of  Spain. 

From  the  monarchy  of  the  Goths,  which  foon  involved  the  Suevic 

kingdom  of  Galicla,  the  modern  Spaniards  ftill  derive  fome  national 

vanity:  but  the  hiftorian  of  the  Roman  Empire  is  neither  invited, 

'"  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  viii.  c.  30.  in  vitate  vltae  veflra;,  emendare  conatur,  ftatim 

torn.  ii.  p.  325,  326.)  relates,  with  much  in-  feditio  in  populo,  ftatrm  tumultus  exoritur, 

■■  difference,  the  crimes,  the  reproof,  and  the  et  in  tantum  unufquifque  contra  feniorero, 

apology.     Nullus  Regem  metuit,  nullusDu-  fsva  intentione   graifatur,  ut  vix  fe  credat 


cem,  nullus   Comitem  reveretur ;  et  fi  for-    evadere,  fi  tandem  iilere  nequiverit. 
taiHs  alicui  ifta  difplicentj  et  ea,  pro  longs- 


nor 
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nor  compelled,  to  purfue  the  obfcure  and  barren  feries  of  their  an-    CHAP. 
nals  '".     The  Gotlis  of  Spain  were  feparated  from  the  reft  of  man-    «^- — , — -» 
kind,  by  the  lofty  ridge  of  the  Pyrensean  mountains:  their  manners 
and  inftitutions,  as  far  as  they  were  common  to  the  Germanic  tribes,, 
Ikave  been  already  explained.     I  have  anticipated,  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  the  moft  important  of  their  ecclefiaftical  events,  the  fall  of 
Arianifm,  and  the  perfecution  of  the  Jews:  and  it  only  remains  to 
obferve  fome  interefting  circumftances,  which  relate  to  the  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of  the  Spanifh  kingdom. 

After  their  converfion  from  idolatry  or  herefy,  the  Franks  and  the  Legiflative 
Vifigoths  were  difpofed  to  embrace,  with  equal  fubmiftion,  the  in-  ofspab ' 
herent  evils,  and  the  accidental  benefits,  of  fuperftition.  But  the 
prelates  of  France,  long  before  the  extindion  of  the  Merovingian 
race,  had  degenerated  into  fighting  and  hunting  Barbarians.  They 
difdained  the  ufe  of  fynods ;  forgot  the  laws  of  temperance  and  cha- 
ftity;  and  preferred  the  indulgence  of  private  ambition  and  luxury^ 
to  the  general  intereft  of  the  facerdotal  profefllon '".  The  biftiops 
of  Spain  refpedled  themfelves,,  and  were  refpedled  by  the  public: 
their  indilToluble  union  difguifed  their  vices,  and  confirmed  their  au- 
thority ;  and  the  regular  difcipline  of  the  church  introduced  peace, 
order,  and  ftability  into  the  government  of  the  ftate.  From  the  reign 
of  Recared,  the  firft  Catholic  king,  to  that  of  Witlza,  the  imme- 
diate predeceflbr  of  the  unfortunate  Roderic,  fixteen  national  councils 
were  fuccefTively  convened.-  The  fix  Metropolitans,  Toledo,  Seville, 
Merida,  Braga,  Tarragona,  and  Narbonne,  prefided  according  to 
their  refpe£tive  feniority;  the  aflTembly  was  compofed  of  their  fuf- 

"*  Spain,  in  thefe  dark  ages,  has  been  ""  Such  are  the  complaints  of  St.  Boni- 
peculiarly  unfortunate.  The  Franks  had  a  face,  the  apoftle  of  Germany,  and  the  re- 
Gregory  of  Tours  ;  the  Saxons,  or  Angles,  former  of  Gaul  (in  torn.  iv.  p.  94.).  The 
a  Bcde  ;  the  Lombards  a  Paul  Warnefrid,  fourfcore  years,  which  he  deplores,  of  licence 
&c.  But  the  hillory  of  the  Vifigoths  is  con-  and  corruption,  would  feem  to  infinuate  that 
tained  in  the  Ihort  and  imperfeft  chronicles  the  Barbarians  were  admitted  into  the  clergy 
jiflfidore  of  Seville,  and  John  of  Biciar.  about  the  year  660, 

fragan 
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c  H^  A  P.  fragan  bifhops,  who  appeared  in  perfon,  or  by  their  proxies ;  and  a 
»— -v — -/  place  was  affigned  to  the  moll  holy,  or  opulent,  of  the  Spanifh  ab- 
bots. During  the  firft  three  days  of  the  convocation,  as  long  as  they 
agitated  the  ecclefiaftical  queftions  of  dodtrine  and  difcipUne,  the 
profane  laity  was  excluded  from  their  debates;  which  were  con- 
ducted, however,  with  decent  folemnity.  But,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  day,  the  doors  were  thrown  open  for  the  entrance  of  the 
great  officers  of  the  palace,  the  dukes  and  counts  of  the  provinces, 
the  judges  of  the  cities,  and  the  Gothic  nobles :  and  the  decrees  of 
Heaven  were  ratified  by  the  confeilt  of  the  people.  The  fame  rules 
were  obferved  in  the  provincial  aflemblies,  the  annual  fynods  which 
were  empowered  to  hear  complaints,  and  to  redrefs  grievances ;  and 
a  legal  government  was  fupported  by  the  prevailing  influence  of  the 
Spanifh  clergy.  The  bifhops,  who,  in  each  revolution,  were  prepared 
to  flatter  the  victorious,  and  to  infult  the  profl:rate,  laboured,  with 
diligence  and  fuccefs,  to  kindle  the  flames  of  perfecution,  and  to 
exalt  the  mitre  above  the  crown.  Yet  the  national  councils  of 
Toledo,  in  which  the  free  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians  was  tempered  and 
guided  by  eplfcopal  policy,  have  eftablifhed  fome  prudent  lav/s  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  king  and  people.  The  vacancy  of  the 
throne  was  fupplied  by  the  choice  of  the  bifhops  and  Palatines ; 
and,  after  the  failure  of  the  line  of  Alaric,  the  regal  dignity  was  ftill 
limited  to  the  pure  and  noble  blood  of  the  Goths.  The  clergy,  who 
anointed  their  lawful  prince,  always  recommended,  and  fometimes 
praftifed,  the  duty  of  allegiance  :  and  the  fpiritual  cenfures  were  de- 
nounced on  the  heads  of  the  impious  fubjeCls,  who  fhould  refill  his 
authority,  confpire  againfl  his  life,  or  violate,  -by  an  indecent  union, 
the  chaftity  even  of  his  widow.  But  the  monarch  himfelf,  when  he 
afcended  the  throne,  was  bound  by  a  reciprocal  oath  to  God  and  his 
people,  that  he  would  finthfully  execute  his  important  trufl.  The 
jeal  or  imaginary  faults  of  his  adminiftration  were  fubjeCt  to  the  con- 

troul 
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'iroul  of  a  powerful  ariftocracy ;  and  tlie  bifhops  and  palatines  were    ^  ^|  '^  ^^ 

XXXVIIT. 

'guarded  by  a  fundamental  privilege,  that  they  fhould  not  be  dcgrad-    » , > 

ed,  imprifoned,  tortured,   nor  puniflied  A^'irh  death,  exile,  or  con- 
fifcation,  unlefs  by  the  free  and  public  judgment  of  their  peers  "*. 

One  of  thefe  legiflative  councils  of  Toledo,  examined  and  ratified  Cede  of  the 
the  code  of  laws  which  had  been  compiled  by  a  fucceffion  of  Gothic 
kings,  from  the  fierce  Euric,  to  the  devout  Egica.  As  long  as  the 
Vifigoths  thernfelves  were  fatisfied  with  the  rude  cuftoms  of  their 
anceftors,  they  indulged  their  fubjeds  of  Aquitain  and  Spain  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  Roman  law.  Their  gradual  improvement  in  arts,  in 
policy,  and  at  length  in  religion,  encouraged  them  to  imitate,  and 
to  fuperfede,  thefe  foreign  inftitiitions ;  and  to  compofe  a  code  of 
civil  and  criminal  jurifprudence,  for  the  uie  of  a  great  and 
united  people.  The  fame  obligations,  and  the  fame  privileges, 
Avere  communicated  to  the  nations  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  :  and  the 
conquerors,  infenfibly  renouncing  the  Teutonic  idiom,  fubmitted  to 
the  reftraints  of  equity,  and  exalted  the  Romans  to  tlie  participation 
of  freedom.  The  merit  of  this  impartial  policy  was  enhanced  by 
the  fituation  of  Spain,  under  the  reign  of  the  Vifigoths.  The  Pro- 
vincials were  long  feparated  from  their  Arian  mafters,  by  the  irre- 
concilable difference  of  religion.  After  the  converfion  of  Recared 
had  removed  the  prejudices  of  the  Catholics,  the  coafts,  both  of  the 
Ocean  and  Mediterranean,  were  ftill  pofTeffed  by  the  Eaftern  empe- 
rors ;  who  fecretly  excited  a  difcontented  people,  to  rejedl  the  yoke 
of  the  Barbarians,  and  to  afiert  the  name  and  dignity  of  Roman 
citizens.  The  allegiance  of  doubtful  fubjeits  is  indeed  moft  effee- 
tually  fecured  by  their  own  perfuafion,  that  they  hazard  more  in  a 

''^*  The  afts  of  the  councils  of  Toledo  are  17,  18.  vij.  i.  xiii.  2,  3.  6.).     I  have  found 

ftill  the  moft  authentic  records  of  the  church  Mafcou  (Hift.  of  the  ancient  Germans,  xv. 

ind   conftitution   of  Spain.     The   following  29.  and  Annotations,  xxvi.  and  xxxiii.)  and 

paflages  are  particularly  important  (iii.   17,  Ferreras  (Hift.  Generale  de  I'Efpagne,   torn. 

jS.iv.  75.V.  2,  3,  4,  5.8.vi.  II,  12,  13,  14.  ii.)  very  ufeful  and  accurate  guides. 

Vol.  III.  4  I  revolt, 
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Revolution 
ef  Britain. 


C  HAP.    revolt,  than  they  can  hope  to  obtahi  by  a  revolution;  but  it  has 

XXaV  ill.  /*  /•  I  t     n  1 

appeared  fo  natural  to  opprcls  thole  whom  we  hate  and  fear,  that 
the  contrary  fyftera  well  deferves  th'e  praife  of  wifdoin  and  modera- 
tion     . 

While  the  kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and  Vifigoths  were  eftablifhed 
in  Gaul  and  Spain,  the  Saxons  atchieyed  the  conquell  of  Britain,  the 
third  great  diocefe  of  the  Prxfe£ture  of  the  Welt.  Since  Britain  was 
already  feparated  from  the  Roman  empire,  I  might,  without  re- 
proach, decline  a  ftory,  familiar  to  the  moft  illiterate,  and  obfcure  to 
the  mofl  learned,  of  my  readers.  The  Saxons,  who  excelled  in  the 
ufe  of  the  oar,  or  the  battle-axe,  were  ignorant  of  the  art  which 
could  alone  perpetuate  the  fame  of  their  exploits :  the  Provincials, 
relapfmg  into  Barbarifm,  neglefted  to  delcribe  the  ruin  of  their  coun- 
try; and  the  doubtful  tradition  was  ahnoft  extinguifhed,  before  the 
miffionaries  of  Rome  reftored  the  light  of  fcience  and  Chriftianity. 
The  declamations  of  Gildas,  the  fragments,  or  fables,  of  Nennius, 
the  obfcure  hints  of  the  Saxon  laws  and  chronicles,  and  the  ecclefia- 
ftical  tales  of  the  venerable  Bede  "*,  have  been  illuftrated  by  the 
diligence,  and  fometimes  embellifhed  by  the  fancy,  of  fucceeding. 
writers,  whofe  works  I  am  not  ambitious  either  to  cenfure,  or  to 
tranfcribe  "'.     Yet  the  hiftorian  of  the  empire  may  be  tempted  to 


'"'  The  Code  of  the  Vifigoths,  regularly 
divided  into  twelve  books,  has  been  correftly 
publillied  by  Dom  Bouquet  (in  torn.  iv.  p. 
Z73 — 460. )•  It  has  been  treated  by  the  pre- 
fident  de  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  1. 
xxviii.  c.  I.)  with  excelTive  feverity.  I  dif- 
like  the  ftyle  ;  I  deteft  the  fuperllition  ;  but 
I  fhall  prefume  to  think,  that  the  civil  ju- 
rifprudence  difplays  a  more  civilifed  and  en- 
lightened (late  of  fociety,  than  that  of  the 
Burgundians,  or  even  of  the  Lombards. 

'-*  See  Gildas  de  Excidio  Britannis,  c. 
J I  —  25.  p.  4-  9.  edit.  Gale.  Nennius  Hill. 
Eiitcnum,  c.  28.  35 — 65    p.  105 — 115.  edit. 


Gale.     Bede  Hift.  Ecclefia-n-.  Gentis  Anglo- 
rum,    1.  i.    C.    12—  16.    p.  49—53.    C.    22.    p. 

58.  edit.  Smith.  Chron.  Saxonicum,  p.  1 1 
— 23,  &c.  edit.  Gibfon.  The  Anglo-Saxon 
laws  were  publiihed  by  Wilkins,  London 
1731,  in  folio;  and  the  Leges  Wallica:,  by 
Wotton  and  Clarke,  London  1730,  in  folio. 
'•'  The  laborious  Mr.  Carte,  and  the  in- 
genious Mr.  Whitaker,  are  the  two  modern 
writers  to  whom  I  am  principally  indebted. 
The  particular  hiftorian  of  Manchefter  em- 
braces, under  that  obfcure  title,  a  fubjeft 
almod  as  extenfive  as  the  general  hiftory  of 
England. 

pyrfue 
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purfue  the  revolutions  of  a  Roman  province,  till   It  vanifhes  from    C  H  A  P. 

XXXVIII 
his  fight  ;   and  an  Englifhman  may  curioufly  trace  the  eftablifhmcnt    < „ / 

of  the  Barbarians,  from  whom  he  derives  his  name,  his  laws,  and  per- 
haps his  origin. 

About  forty  years  after  the  diflblution  of  the  Roman  government,  Defcent  of 
Vortigern  appears  to  have  obtained  the  fupremc,  though  precarious,  a^  D.^^^y. 
-command  of  the  princes  and  cities  of  Britain.  That  unfortunate 
monarch  has  been  almoft  unanimoufly  condemned  for  the  weak  and 
miichievous  policy  of  inviting""  a  formidable  ftranger,  to  repel  the 
vexatious  inroads  of  a  domeftic  foe.  His  ambafladors  are  difpatched, 
by  the  graveft  hiftorians,  to  the  coaft  of  Germany;  they  addrefs  a 
pathetic  oration  to  the  general  alTembly  of  the  Saxons,  and  thofc 
Avarlike  Barbarians  refolve  to  aflifl:  with  a  fleet  and  army  the  fuppliants 
of  a  diftant  and  unknown  ifland.  If  Britain  had  indeed  been  unknown 
to  the  Saxons,  the  meafure  of  its  calamities  would  have  been  lefs  com- 
plete. But  the  ftrength  of  the  Roman  government  could  not  always 
guard  the  maritime  province  againft  the  pirates  of  Germany :  the 
independent  and  divided  ftates  were  expofed  to  their  attacks;  and  the 
Saxons  might  fometimes  join  the  Scots  and  the  Pidts,  in  a  tacit,  or 
exprefs,  confederacy  of  rapine  and  deftru(Slion.  Vortigern  could 
only  balance  the  various  perils,  which  affaulted  on  every  fide  his 
throne  and  his  people  ;  and  his  policy  may  deferve  either  praife  or 
excufe,  if  he  preferred  the  alliance  of  tbo/e  Barbarians,  whofe  naval 
power  rendered  them  the  moft  dangerous  enemies,  and  the  moft  fer- 
Ticeable  allies.  Hengift  and  Horfa,  as  they  ranged  along  the  Eaftera 
coaft  with  three  fliips,  were  engaged,  by  the  promife  of  an  ample 
■ftipend,  to  embrace  the  defence  of  Britain  ;  and  their  intrepid  valour 

"^  This  in-jilatiofi,  which  may  derive  fome  even  Hume,  have  too  freely  ufed  this  fufpi- 

countenance   from    the    loofe   expreifions    of  cious  evidence,  without  regarding  the    pre- 

Gildas   and   Bede,  is   framed  into  a  regular  cife   and    probable    teftimony  of    Nennius  : 

ftory  by  Witikind,  a    Saxon    monk   of  the  Interea  venerunt  tres  Chiulx  a  Germania  in 

tenth  century  (fee  Coufin,  Hift.  de  I'Empire  exilio  pul/a,  in  quibus  erdnt  liors  et  Hengift. 
d'Occident,  torn.  ii.  p.  356. )•     Rapin,  and 

4  I  3  fooa 
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c  IT  A  P.    foon  delivered  the  country  from  the  Caledonian  invaders.     The  ifle- 

XXXVI II.  ^     _ 

>>—— > ;    of  Thanet,  a  fecure  and  fertile  diflridl,  was  allotted  for  the  refidence 

of  thefe  German  auxiliaries,  and  they  were  fupplied,  according  to 
the  treaty,  with  a  plentiful  allowance  of  clothing  and  provifions. 
This  favourable  reception  encouraged  five  thouland  warriors  to 
embark  with  their  families  in  feventeen  veirels,,and  the  infant  power 
of  Hengift  was  fortified  by  this  flrong  and  feafonable  reinforcement. 
The  crafty  Barbarian  fuggefted  to  Vortigern  the  obvious  advantage 
of  fixing,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Pid:s,.  a  colony  of  faithful 
allies  :  a  third  fleet  of  forty  fhips,  under  the  command  of  his  fon 
and  nephew,  failed  from  Germany,  ravaged  the  Orkneys,  and  dii- 
embarked  a  new  army  on  the  coafl  of  Northumberland,  or  Lothian, 
at  the  oppofite  extremity  of  the  devoted  land.  It  was  eafy  to  fore- 
fee,  but  it  was  impolTible  to  prevent,  the  impending  evils.  The 
two  nations  were,  foon  divided  and  exafperated  by  mutual  jealaufiesi 
The  Saxons  magnified  all  that  they  had  done  and  fuffered  in  the 
caufe  of  an  ungrateful  paople  ;  while  the  Britons  regretted  the  li- 
beral rewards  which  could  not  fatisfy  the  avarice  of  thofe  haughty 
mercenaries.     The  caufes  of  fear  and  hatred  were  inflamed  into  an 

Ik 

irreconcileable  quarrel.     The  Saxons  flew  to  arms  ;  and,  if  they  per- 
petrated a  treacherous  maflacre  during  the  fecurity  of  a  feaft,  they 
deftroyed  the  reciprocal  confidence  which  fuftains  the  intercourfe  of 
peace  and  war  "', 
Eftablifh-  Hengift,  who  boldly  afplred  to  the  conqueft  of  Britain,  exhorted 

inent  of  the      ,  .  ,  i  i      •  •  i  •         i  • 

Saxon  hep-      his  countrymen  to  embrace  the  glorious  opportunity:  he  painted  in 

^a.W'ai:::—    lively  colours  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  the  wealth  of  the  cities,  the 
582. 

'*'  Nennius  imputes  to  the  Saxons  the  henge  is  their  monument,  which  the  giants 
murder  of  three  hundred  Britifh  chiefs;  a  had  formerly  tranfported  from  Africa  to  Ire- 
crime  not  unfuitable  to  their  favage  manners,  land,  and  which  was  removed  to  Britain  by 
But  we  are  not  obliged  to  believe  (fee  Jeffrey  the  order  of  Ambrofius,  and  the  arc  of  Mer- 
ef  Monmouth,  l.viii.  c.  9—12  ),  that  Stone-  lin. 

f  pufillanimous 
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pufillanlmous  temper  of  the  natives,  and  the  convenient  fituation  of  S  ^^  ^  ,^- 
a  fpacious  folitary  ifland,  acce/Tible  on  all  fides  to  the  Saxon  fleets. 
The  fuccelTivc  colonies  which  ilTued,  in  the  period  of  a  century,  from 
the  mouths  of  the  Elbe,  the  Wcfer,  and  the  Rhine,,  were  principally 
compofcd  of  three  valiant  tribes  or  nations  of  Germany  ;  the  Jntcs^ 
the  old  Saxons^  and  the  Angles.  The  Jutes,  M'ho  fought  under  the 
peculiar  banner  of  Hengifl:,  afTumed  the  merit  of  leading  their  coun- 
trymen in  the  paths  of  glory,  and  of  eredling,  in  Kent,  the  firft.  inde- 
pendent kingdom.  The  fame  of  the  entcrprifc  was  attributed  to 
the  primitive  Saxons ;  and  the  common  laws  and  language  of  the 
conquerors  are  defcribed  by  the  national  appellation  of  a  people, 
which,  at  the  end  of  four  hundred  years,  produced  the  firft  monarchs 
of  South  Britain.  The  Angles  were  diftinguifhed  by  their  numbers 
and  their  fuccefs  ;  and  they  claimed  the  honour  of  fixing  a  perpetual 
name  on  the  country,  of  which  they  occupied  the  moft  ample  portion. 
The  Barbarians,  who  followed  the  hopes  of  rapine  either  on  the  land 
or  fea,  were  infenfibly  blended  with  this  triple  confederacy  ;  the 
Frijlans,  who  had  been  tempted  by  their  vicinity  to  the  Britifli 
fhores,  might  balance,  during  a  fhort  fpace,  the  ftrength  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  native  Saxons  ;  the  Danes^  the  Prujpans^  the  Rugiatis 
are  faintly  defcribed  ;  and  fomc  adventurous  Huns,  who  had  wan- 
dered as  far  as  the  Baltic,  might  embark  on  board  the  German  vef- 
fels,  for  the  conqueft  of  a  new  world  '^°.  But  this  arduous  atchieve- 
ment  was  not  prepared  or  executed  by  the  union  of  national 
powers.  Each  intrepid  chieftain,  according  to  the  meafure  of  his 
fame  and  fortunes,  affembled  his  followers ;  equipped  a  fleet  of 
thi-ee,  or  perhaps  of  fixty,  veflels  ;    chofe  the  place   of  the  attack ; 

*^°  All  thefe  tribes  are  exprefsly  enumerated  — 543-)'  I  Jo  not  perceive  the  abfurdity  of 

by  Bede  (1.  i.  c.  15.  p.  52. 1,  v.  c.  9.  p.  150.),  Aippofing  that  theFrifians,  &c.  were  mingled 

and  though  I  have  confidered  Mr.  Whitakcr's  with  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
jemarks  (Hift.  of  Manchcfler,  vol.  ii.  p.  538 

ancL 


■C14.  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

C  rr  A  p.    r^^^^^\  concluded  his  fubfequent  operations  accordinp;  to  the  events  of 

XXXVIII. 

u.  -v-.-^    the  war  and  the  di£tates  of  his  private  intcrcft.     In  the  invafion  of 

Britain  many  heroes  vanquiflied  and  fell ;  but  only  feven  vidtorious 
leaders  affumed,  or  at  lead  maintained,  the  title  of  kings.  Seven 
independent  thronfes,  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  v^rere  founded  by  the 
conquerors,  and  feven  families,  one  of  which  has  been  continued,  by 
female  fuccellion,  to  our  prefent  fovereign,  derived  their  equal  and 
facred  lineage  from  Woden,  the  god  of  war.  It  has  been  pretended, 
that  this  rcpul)lic  of  kings  was  moderated  by  a  general  council  and 
a  fupreme  magiftrate.  But  fuch  an  artiiicial  fchenie  of  policy  is 
repugnant  to  the  rude  and  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  Saxons:  their  law* 
are  filent ;  and  their  imperfed:  annals  afford  only  a  dark  and  bloody 
profpedt  of  inteftine  difcord  '^'. 
;jSritons. '  ^  ^  monk,  who,  in  the  profound  ignorance  of  human  life,  has  pre- 
fumed  to  exercife  the  office  of  hiftorian,  ftrangely  disfigures  the  Hate 
of  Britain  at  the  time  of  its  feparation  from  the  Weftern  empire. 
Gildas  '^^  defcribes  in  florid  language  the  improvements  of  agricul- 
ture, the  foreign  trade  which  flowed  with  every  tide  into  the  Thames 
and  the  Severn,  the  folid  and  lofty  conftrudion  of  public  and  private 
edifices :  he  accufes  the  fmful  luxury  of  the  Britilh  people ;  of  a 
people,  according  to  the  fame  writer,  ignorant  of  the  moft  fimple 
arts,  and  incapable,  without  the  aid  of  the  Romans,  of  providing 
wall's  of  ftone,  or  weapons  of  iron,  for  the  defence  of  their  native 
land "".     Under  the  long  dominion  of  the  emperors,  Britain  had 

'^'  Bede  has  enumerated  feven  kings,  two         '^  See  Gildas  de  Excidio  Britannia;,  c.  i. 
Saxons,  a  Jute,  and  four  Angles,  who  fuc-     p.  i.  edit.  Gale, 
ceffively  acquired  in   the  heptarchy  an  inde-  .33  Mr.  Whitakcr  (Hiftory  of  IVIanchefter, 

finite  fuprcmacy  of  power  and  renown.     But  „i    •■           „        .<  \  u-    r       .i            r  j   u- 

,    .       /           ■'  ,     ^_                  .,         ,          .  vol.  11.  p.  503.  516.)  has  fmartly  expofed  this 

their  reign  was  the  effect,  not  of  law,  but  of  ,     .        ,  r     1-          1  ■  1   1     1      o-  ,            ■      , 

a          1  ,       ,  r            ■     /-     -1  glaring  abfurdity,  which  had  pafled  unnoticed 

conqiielt ;  and  lie  obferves.  in  fimuar  terms,  00/                       r 

ahat  one  of  them   fubducd  the  Ifles  of  Man     ^>'    '^^    S^""'''    hillorians,    as    they    were 

and  Anglefey  ;  and  th.it  another  impofed  a     haf^ening  to  more  interelling  and  important 

.tribute  on  the  Scots  and  Pids  (Hift.  Ecclef.     events. 


J.ii.  c.  S-P-83-)- 
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Been   infenfibly  moulded    into    the    elegant  and  fervile  form  of  a    CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 
Roman  province,  whofe  fafety  was  entrufled  to   a  foreign  power.     >, — >~~J 

The  fubjedts  of  Honorius  contemplated  their  new  freedom  with  fur- 
prife  and  terror  ;  they  were  left  deilitute  of  any  civil  or  military 
conftitution;  and  their  uncertain  rulers  wanted  either  fkill,  or  courage, 
or  authority,  to  dircdt  the  public  force  againft  the  common  enemy. 
The  introdudion  of  the  Saions  betrayed  their  internal  weaknefs,  and 
degraded  the  charadler  both  of  the  prince  and  people.  Their  con- 
fternation  magnified  the  danger ;  the  want  of  union  dimiailhed  their 
refourccs  ;  and  the  madnefs  of  civil  fadions  was  more  folicitous  to 
accufe,  than  to  remedy,  the  evils,  which  they  imputed  to  themifcon- 
dudl  of  their  adverfaries.  Yet  the  Britons  were  not  ignorant,  they 
could  not  be  ignorant,  of  the  manufadure  or  the  ufe  of  arms  : 
the  fuccellive  and  diibrderly  attacks  of  the  Saxons,  allowed  them  to 
recover  from  their  amazement,  and  the  profperous  or  adv^erfe  events 
of  the  war  added  difcipline  and  experience  to  their  native  va- 
lour. 

While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  Africa  yielded,  without  re-  Their  refift- 
fiftance,  to  the  Barbarians,  the  Britifh  illand,  alone  and  unaided,  ^"'^'"' 
maintained  a  lonp:,  a  vigorous,  though  an  unfuccefsful  ftruggle, 
againft  the  formidable  pirates,  who,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant, 
affaulted  the  Northern,  the  Eaftern,  and  the  Southern  coafts.  The 
cities  which  had  been  fortified  with  {kill,  were  defended  with  refo- 
lution  ;  the  advantages  of  ground,  hills,  forefts,  and  mcmffes,  were 
diligently  improved  by  tlie  inhabitants ;  the  conqueft  of  each 
diftrid  was  purchafed  with  blood ;  and  the  defeats  of  the  Saxons 
are  ftrongly  attefted  by  the  difcreet  filence  of  their  annalift.  Hengift 
might  hope  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Britain;  but  his  ambition, 
in  an  adive  reign  of  thirty-five  years,  was  confined  to  the  pofrelTion 
of  Kent ;  and  the  numerous  colony  which  he  had  planted  in  the 
North,  was  extii-pated  by  the  fword  of  the  Britons.     The  monarchy 

of 
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CHAP,     of  tiie  Weft-Saxons  was  laborioufly  founded    by  the  perlcverlne 

XXXVIII.  y  1  o 

• V '    efforts  of  three  martial  generations.     The  Ufe  of  Cerdic,    one   of 

the  braveft  of  the  children  of  Woden,  was  confumed  in  the  conqueft 
of  Hampfhire,  and  the  Ifleof  Wight ;  and  the  lofs  which  he  fuftained 
in  the  battle  of  Mount  Badon,  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  inglorious 
repofe.  Kenric, his  valiant  Ion,  advanced  into Wiltfhire  ;  befieged  Salif- 
bury,  at  that  time  feated  on  a  commanding  eminence  ;  and  vanquifhed 
an  army  which  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the  city.     In  the  fubfequent 
battle  of  Marlborough  '^*,  his  Britifh  enemies  difplayed  their  mili- 
tary fcience.     Their  troops  were  formed   in  three  lines  ;  each  line 
confifted  of  three  diftinfl:  bodies,  and  the  cavalry,  the  archers,  and 
the  pikemen,  were  diftributed  according  to  the  principles  of  Roman 
tactics.     The   Saxons  charged  in  one  weighty  column,   boldly  en- 
countered with  their  fliort  fwords  the  long  lances  of  the  Britons,  and 
maintained  an  equal  conflict  till  the  approach  of  night.     Tvv^o  decifive 
A'idories,  the  death  of  three  Brltilh  kings,  and  the  redudlion   of  Ci- 
rencefter,  Bath,  and  Gloucefter,  eftablifhed  the  flime  and  power  of 
Ceaulin,   the   grandfon  of  Cerdic,  who   carried  his  vidtorious  arms 
to  the  banks  -of  the  Severn. 

After  a  war  of  an  hundred  yiears,  the  independent  Britons  ftill 
occupied  the  whole  -extent  of  the  Weftern  coaft,  from  the  wall  of 
Antoninus  to  the  extreme  promontory  of  Cornwall ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  inland  country  ftill  oppofed  the  arms  of  the  Barba- 
rians. Refiftance  became  more  languid,  as  the  number  and  boldnefs 
of  the  afllulants  continually  increafed.  Winning  their  way  by  flow 
and  painful  efforts,  the  Saxons,  the  Angles,  and  their  various  con- 
federates, advanced   from  the  North,   from  the  Eaft,  and  from  the 


and  flight. 


''+ At  Beran-birig,  or  Barbury-caftle,  near  dam,  p.   314.)  relates  the  circumllances  of 

Marlborough.     The  Saxon  chronicle  affigns  this  battle.     They   are   probable   and   cha- 

the  name  and  date.      Cambden    (Britannia,  rafterillic  ;  and  the  hillorians  of  the  twelfth 

vol.    i.    p.   128.)    afcertains    the  place;  and  certury  might   confult   fome  materials  that 

iienry  of  Huntingdon  .  (Scriptores  jjoft  Be-  no  longer  e.xift. 

South, 
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South,  till  their  viftorious  banners  were  united  in  tlic  centre  of  the    vvvuiu' 

A,  A. /v  V  ill  • 

ifland.  Beyond  the  Severn  the  Britons  ftill  aflerted  their  national 
freedom,  which  furvived  the  heptarchy,  and  even  the  monarchy,  of 
the  Saxons.  The  bravefl:  warriors,  who  preferred  exile  to  flavery, 
found  a  fecure  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Wales  ;  the  reluctant 
fubmiihon  of  Cornwall  was  delayed  for  fome  ages '"  ;  and  a  band  of 
fugitives  acquired  a  fettlement  in  Gaul,  by  their  own  valour,  or  the 
liberality  of  the  Merovingian  kings  '^".  The  Weftern  angle  of  Ar- 
morica  acquired  the  new  appellations  of  Corfiwall^  and  the  Lejfcr 
Britain  ;  and  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Ofifmii  were  filled  by  a  ftrange 
people,  who,  under  the  authority  of  their  counts  and  bifhops,  pre- 
ferved  the  laws  and  language  of  their  anceftors.  To  the  feeble 
defendants  of  Clovis  and  Charlemagne,  the  Britons  of  Armorica 
refufed  the  cuflomary  tribute,  fubdued  the  neighbouring  diocefes  of 
Vannes,  Rennes,  and  Nantes,  and  formed  a  powerful,  though  vaiTal, 
fiate,  which  has  been  united  to  the  crown  of  France  '". 


"''  Cornwall  was  finally  fubdued  by  Athel- 
llan  (A.  D.  927  —  94.1.),  who  planted  an 
Englifli  colony  at  Ex'eter,  and  confined  the 
Britons  beyond  the  river  Tamar.  See  Wil- 
liam of  Malmlbury,  1.  ii.  in  the  Scriptores 
pod  Bedam,  p.  ;o.  The  fpirit  of  the  Corniih 
knights  was  degraded  by  fervitude;  and  it 
fhould  feem,  from  the  romance  of  Sir  Trif- 
tram,  that  their  cowardice  was  almoft  pro- 
veibial. 

'^^'  The  eflablifhment  of  the  Britons  in 
Gaul  is  proved  in  the  fixth  century,  by  Pro- 
copius,  Gregory  of  Tours,  the  fecond  council 
of  Tours  (A.  D.  567.),  and  the  leall:  fufpi- 
cious  of  their  chronicles  and  lives  of  faints. 
The  fubfcription  of  a  bifhop  of  the  Britons 
to  the  firft  council  of  Tours  (A.  D.  461.  or 
lather  481.),  .the  army  of  Riothamus,  and  tlie 
loofe  declamation  of  Gildas(aiii  tranfmarinas 
.petebant  region rs,  c.  25.  p.  8.),  may  counter 
jiance  an  emigration  as  early  as  the  middle 

Vol.  III. 


of  the  fifth  century.  Beyond  that  jera,  the 
Britons  of  Armorica  can  be  found  only  in 
romance  ;  and  I  am  furprifed  that  Mr.  Whit- 
aker  (Genuine  Hiftory  of  the  Britons,  p. 
214 — 221.)  fhould  fo  faithfully  tranfcribe  the 
grofs  ignorance  of  Carte,  whofe  venial  er- 
rors he  has  fo  rigoroufly  chaftifed. 

'^'  The  antiquities  of  Brctagne,  which 
have  been  the  fubjeft  even  of  political  con- 
troverfy,  are  illuftrated  by  Hadrian  Valelius 
(Notitia  Galliarum,  fub  voce  Britannia  Cif- 
marina,  p.  98  — 100.),  M.  d'Anville  (Notice 
del'Ancienne  Gaule,  Corifofili,  Ctirio/clites, 
Ofifmii,  Vorganium,  p.  248.  258.  508.  720. 
and  Etatsde  I'Europe,  p. 76  — 80.),  Longus- 
rue  (Defcription  de  la  France,  torn.  i.  p. 
84—94.),  and  the  Abbe  de  Vertot  (Hift. 
Critique  de  I'Etabliflement  des  Bretons  dans 
les  Gaules,  2  vol.  in  i2nio.  Paris,  1720.). 
J  may  aflume  the  merit  of  examining  the  ori- 
ginal evidence  which  they  have  produced. 

4  K  lu 
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c  H  A  P.        In  a  century  of  perpetual,  or  at  lead  implacable,  war,  much  CQU«- 

' .. '    rage,  and  fome  fkill,  muft  have  been   exerted  for  the  defence  of 

Arthur,  Britain.     Yet   if  the  memory  of  its  champions  is  almoft  buried  in 

oblivion,  we  need  not  repine ;  fmce  every  age,  however  deftitute  of 
fcience  or  virtue,  fufficiently  abounds  with  adts  of  blood  and  military 
renown.  The  tomb  of  Vortimer,  the  fon  of  Vortigern,  was  eredted 
on  the  margin  of  the  fea-fhorc,  as  a  landmark  formidable  to  the 
Saxons,  whom  he  had  thrice  vanquiflied  in  the  fields  of  Kent. 
Ambrofius  Aurelian  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family  of  Ro- 
mans'^^ ;  his  modefly  was  equal  to  his  valour,  and  his  valour,  till 
the  Lift  fatal  adtion  "^',  was  crowned  with  fplcndid  fuccefs.  But  every 
Britiih  name  is  effaced  by  the  illuflrious  name  of  Arthur  '^°,  the 
hereditary  prince  of  the  Silures,  in  South  Wales,  and  the  elective 
king  or  general  of  the  nation.  According  to  the  mofl  rational  ac- 
count, he  defeated,  in  twelve  fucceffive  battles,  the  Angles  of  the 
North,  and  the  Saxons  of  the  Wefl ;  but  the  declining  age  of  the 
hero  was  embittered  by  popular  ingi'atitude,  and  domeflic  misfor- 
tunes. The  events  of  his  life  are  lefs  interefting,  than  the  fingular 
revolutions  of  his  fame.  During  a  period  of  five  hundred  years 
the  tradition  of  his  exploits  was  preferved,  and  rudely  embellilhed,  by 
the  obfcure  bards  of  Wales  and  Armorica,  who  were  odious  to  the 
Saxons,  and  unknown  to  the  refl  of  mankind.     The  pride  and  cu- 

''*  Bede,  who  in  his  chronicle  (p.  28.)  508.)  lofl  his  own  life,  and  five  thoufand  of 

placesAmbrofius  under  the  reign  of  Zeno  (A.  his  fubjeds,  in  a  battle  againft  Cerdic,    the 

D.  474— 49i.)»obrerves,  that  his  parents  had  Weft  Saxon  (Chron.  Saxon,  p.  i-,  18. )• 
been  "  purpura  induti  ;"  which  he  explains,  '*"  As  I  am  a  ftranger  to   the  VVelfh  bards 

in  his  ecclefiallical  hiftory,  by  "  regium  no-  Myrdhirj,  Llomarch,  and  Talieffin,  my  faith 

"  men  et  infigne  ferentibus"  (I.  i.  c.  16.   p.  in  the  exiftenceand  exploits  cf  Arthur,  prin- 

■  53.)'     '^^fi  expreffion  of  Nennius  (c.  44.   p.  cipally  refts  on  the  fimple  and  circumilantial 

1 10.  edit.  Gale)  l<  ftill  more  fingular,  "  Unus  teflimony  of  Nennius  (Hill.  Brit.  c.  62,  63. 

"   de  con/uli bus  gtnlis   Romanics  ell   pater  p.    114.).     Mr.  Whitaker    (Hill,    of  Man- 

"  n:cus."  chefter,  vol.   ii.  p.  31 — 71.)    has  framed   an 

"S"  By  the  unanimous, ^ though  doubtful,  interefting,  and   even  probable,  narrative  of 

ccnjtfture  cf  our  antiquarians,  Ambrofius  is  the  wars   of  Arthur:    though  it  is  i.nipoflible 

confounded  wi'.h   Natanlecd,    who   (A.  D.  to  allow  the  reality  of  the  round  table. 

riofity 
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riofity  of  the  Norman  conquerors,  prompted  them  to  enquire  hitothc    C  il  A  i\ 

ancient  hiftory  of  Britain :  they  Hftcned  with  fond  credulity  to  the    *-.— v / 

tale  of  Arthur,  and  eagerly  applauded  the  merit  of  a  prince,  who 
had   triumphed  over  the  Saxons,  their  common  enemies.     His  ro- 
mance,   tranfcribed  in    the   Latin   of  Jeffrey  of  Monmouth,    and 
afterwards  tranflated  into  the  faftiionable  idiom  of  the  times,    was 
enriched  with   the  various,   though   incoherent,    ornaments,    wlilch 
were  familiar  to  the  experience,  the  learning,  or  the  foncy,  of  the 
twelfth  century.     The  progrefs   of  a  Phrygian  colony,    from  the 
Tyber  to  the  Thames,  was  eafily  engrafted  on  the  fable  of  the  -^neid ; 
and  the  royal  anceftors   of  Arthur  derived  their  origin  from  Troy, 
and  claimed  their  alliance  with  the  Cxfars.     His  trophies  were  de- 
•corated  with  captive  provinces,  and  Imperial  titles;  and   his  Danilh 
victories  avenged  the  recent  injuries  of  his  country.     The  gallantry 
and  fuperftition  of  the  Britiflu  hero,   his  feafts  and  tournaments,  and 
the  memorable  inftitution  of  his  Knights  of  the  Round  Table^  were 
faithfully  copied  from  the  reigning   manners  of  chivalry;   arid  the 
fabulous  exploits  of  Uther's  fon,  appear  lefs  incredible,  than  the  adven- 
tures which  were"  atchieved  by  the  enterprifmg  valour  of  the  Nor- 
mans.    Pilgrimage,   and  the  holy  wars,  introduced  into  Europe  the 
fpecious  miracles  of  Arabian  magic.     Faii-ies,  and  giants,  flying  dra- 
gons, and  enchanted  palaces,  were  blended  with  the  more  funple 
lidions  of  the  Weft ;    and  the  fate  of  Britain  depended  on  the  art, 
or  the  predictions,  of  Merlin.     Every  nation  embraced  and  adorned 
the   popular   romance   of  Arthur,   and   the  Knights  of  the  Round 
Table :  their  names  were  celebrated  in  Greece  and  Italy ;   and  the 
voluminous  tales  of  Sir  Lancelot  and  Sir  Triftram  were  devoutly 
ftudied  by  the  princes  and  nobles,  who  difregarded  the  genuine  heroes 
and  hiftorians  of  antiquity.     At  length  the  light  of  fcience  and  rea- 
fon  was  rekindled ;  the   talifman  v.'as  broken  ;  the  vifionary  fabric 
melted   into  air;  and  by  a  natural,  though  unjuft,  reverfe  of  the 

4  K  2  public 
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CHAP,    public  opinion,  the  feverity  of  the  prefcnt  age  is  inclined  to  queftioii 

XXXVIII.  f    .     1        14.0 

'—>.——'    the  cxijiencc  or  Arthur     . 

Defolationof       Reiiftance,  if  it  cannot  avert,  muft  increafe  the  miferies  of  con- 
Britain.  qyeft ;  and  conqueft  has  never  appeared  more  dreadful  and  deftruc- 

tive  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Saxdns  ;  who  hated  the  valour  of  their 
enemies,  difdained  the  faith   of  treaties,  and  violated,  without  re- 
morfe,  the  moft  facred  objeftsof  the  Ghriftian  worfhip.     The  fields 
of  battle  might  be  traced,  alinoft  in -every  diftricl:,  by  monuments  of 
bones  ;  the  fragments  of  falling  towers  were  ftained  with  blood  ;  the 
laft  of  the  Britons,  without  dlftindtion  of  age  or  fex,  was  maflacred  "" 
in  the   ruins  of  Anderida  '^"^ ;    and  the  repetition  of  fuch  calamities 
was  frequent  and  familiar  under   the  Saxon   heptarchy.     The   arts 
and    religion,   the   laws  and  language,  which    the  Romans   had   fo 
carefully   planted   in   Britain,   were    extirpated   by  their   barbarous 
fucceflbrs.  After  the  deftrudlion  of  the  principal  churches,  the  bilhops, 
who  had  declined  the  crown  of  martyrdom,   retired  with  the  holy 
relics  into  Wales  and  Armorica ;  the  remains  of  their  flocks  were  left 
deftitute  of  any  fpiritual  food  ;  the  practice,  and   even  the   remem- 
brance, of  Chriftianity  were  aboliflied  ;  and  the  Britilli  clergy  might 
obtain  fome  comfort  from  the  damnation  of  the  idolatrous  ftrangers. 
The  kings  of  France  maintained  the  privileges  of  their  Roman  fubj  eds ; 
but  the  ferocious  Saxons  trampled  on  the  laws  of  Rome,  and  of  the  em- 
perors.    The  proceedings  of  civil  and  criminal  jurifdidion,  the  titles  of 
honour,  the  forms  of  office,  the  ranks  of  fociety,  and  even  the  domeftic 

'+"  The  progrefs  of  romance,  and  the  ftate  ibi  fuperftes  fuerit  (Chron.  Saxon,  p.  15.)  ; 

of  learning,  in  the  middle  ages,  are  illuftrated  an  expreflton  more  dreadful  in  its  fimplicity, 

by  M. .  Thomas  Warton,  with  thetafteof  a  than  all  the  vague   and  tedious  lamentations 

poet,   and  the  minute  diligence   of  an  anti-  of  the  Britifh  Jeremiah. 

quarian.     I  have   derived   much   inflruflion         *■**    Andredes-Ceafter,     or    Anderida,    is 

from  the  two  learned  differtations  prefixed  to  placed  by  Cambden    (Britannia,   vol.  i.   p. 

the  firft  volume  of  his   Hiftory   of  Englilh  258.)  at  Newenden,  it  the  marlhy  grounds 

Poetry.  of  Kent,  which   might  be  formerly  covered 

'*'  Hoc  anno  (490)  ^lla  et  Cifla  obfede-  by  the  fea,  and  on  the  edge  of  the  great  fo- 

xunt  Andredes-Ceafter;  et  interfecerunt  om-  reft  (Anderida),  which  overfpread- fo  large  a 

nes  qui  id  incoluerunt  J  adeo  ut  nc  unus  Brito  portion  of  Hampfhire  and  Suflex. 

7  '■'§^^^^3 
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rfghts  of  marriage,  teftament,  and  inherirance,  were  finally  fuppreflecl;    yyyvu* 

and  the  indifcriminate  crowd  of  nobl(5  and  plebeian  flaves  was  go-    >.. , j 

verned  by  the  traditionaiy  cuftoms,  which  had  been  coarfely  framed 
fcr  the  flicpherds,  and  pirates,  of  Germany.  The  language  of 
fcience,  of  bufinefs,  and  of  converfation,  which  had  been  introduced 
by  the  Romans,  was  loft  in^  the  general  defolation.  A  fufficient 
number  of  Latin  or  Celtic  words  might  be  afllimed  by  the  Germans, 
to  exprefs  their  new  wants  and  ideas  '*^ ;  but  thofe  illiterate  Pagans  prc- 
ferved  and  eftabliflied  the  ufe  of  their  national  dialedl  "*\  Almoft  every 
name,  confpicuous  either  in  the  church  or  ftate,  reveals  its  Teutonic 
origin  "^^ ;  and  the  geography  of  England  was  univerfally  irifcribed 
with  foreign  charafters  and  appellations.  The  example  of  a  revolu- 
tion, fo  rapid  and  fo  complete,  may  not  eafily  be  found ;  but  it  wiH 
excite  a  probable  fufpicion,  that  the  arts  of  Rome  were  lefs  deeply 
rooted  in  Britain  than  in  Gaul  or  Spain ;  and  that  the  native  rude- 
nefs  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  was  covered  by. a  thin  varnifli 
of  Italian  manners. 

This  ftrange  alteration  has  perfuaded  hiftorians,  and  even  philofo-  Servitude, 
pliers,  that  the  proyincials  of  Britain  were  totally  exterminated ; 
and  that  the  vacant  land  was  again  peopled  by  the  perpetual  influx, 
and  rapid  increafe,  of  the  German  colonies.  Three  hundred  thou- 
fand  Saxons  -xxtfaid  to  have  obeyed  the  fummons  of  Hengift  ''"^ ;  the 
entire  emigration  of  the  Angles  was  attefted,  in  the  age  of  Bedc,  by 
the  folitude  of  their  native  country  "*' ;  and  our  experience  has  fliewn 

the 

'■*^  Dr.  Johnfon  affirms,  thatyi'zv  Er.giifn  tu.iHy    unJen'lood   each    other's    language, 

words  are  of  Eritilh   extraaion.     Mr.  Whit-  which  was   derived  from  the  fame  Teutonic 

aker,  who  underftands  the  Britifli  language-,  root  (Bede,  1.  i.  c.  25.  p.  60.). 

has  difcovered  more  than  three  thou/aiiii^' unA  "'  After  the  firft  generation  of  Italian,  or 

aftually  produces  a  long  and  various  cata-  Scottiih,    miflionaries,    the  dignities   of  the 

loo-ue  ('■ol.ii.  p.  23)— 329.).     It  is  poiu'ole,  church  were  filled  with  Saxon  profelytes. 

indeed,  that  many  of  thefe  words  may  have  '**  Carte's  liiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p. 

been  imported  from  the  Latin  or  S-ixor.  into  19;;.     He  quotes  the  Britifti  hiilorians ;    but 

the  native  idiom  of  Britain.  1  much  fear^  that    Jeffrey  of  Monmouth  (I. 

'•>*  In   the  beginning  of  the  feventh  cen-  \i.  c.  15.)  is  his  only  witnefs. 

turv,  the  Franks^ and  the  AngIo-Sa.xons  mu-  '*'  Eede,  Hill.  Ecclefiall.  I.  i.  c.  15.  p.  52. 

Tha 
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CHAP,   the  free  propajration  of  the  human  race,  if  they  are  caft  on  a  fruitful 

XXXVIII.  r      I    o 

wildernefs,  where  their  fteps  are  unconfined,  and  their  fubfiftence  is 
plentiful.  The  Saxon  kingdoms  difplayed  the  face  of  recent  dif- 
covery  and  cultivation  :  the  towns  were  fmall,  the  villages  were 
diftant  ;  the  hufbandry  was  languid  and  unlkilful  ;  four  fheep  were 
equivalent  to  an  acre  of  the  heft  land  '*' ;  an  ample  fpace  of  wood 
and  morafs  v.-as  refigned  to  the  vague  dominion  cf  nature  ;  and  the 
modern  hilhopric  of  Durham,  the  whole  territory  from  the  Tyne  to 
the  Tees,  had  returned  to  its  primitive  ftate  of  a  favage  and  folitary 
foreft '".  Such  imperfed  population  might  have  been  fupplied,  in 
fome  generations,  by  the  linglifh  colonics ;  but  neither  reafon  nor 
fiifts  can  juftify  the  unnatural  fuppofition,  that  the  Saxons  of  Britain 
remained  alone  in  the  defert  which  they  had  fubdued.  After  the 
fanguinary  Barbarians  had  fecured  their  dominion,  and  gratified 
their  revenge,  it  was  their  intereft  to  preferve  the  peafants,  as  well 
as  the  cattle,  of  the  unrefifting  country.  In  each  fucceffive  revolu- 
tion, the  patient  herd  becomes  the  property  of  its  new  mafters ;  and 
the  falutary  compadt  of  food  and  labour  is  filently  ratified  by  their 
mutual  neceflities.  Wilfrid,  the  apoftle  of  Suffex  '^%  accepted  from 
his  royal  convert  the  gift  of  the  peninfula  of  Selfey,  near  Chichefter, 
with  the  perfons  and  property  of  its  inhabitants,  who  then  amounted 
to  ei"-hty-feven  families.  He  releafed  them  at  once  from  fpiritual 
and  temporal  bondage  ;  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Haves  of  both 
fexes  were  baptized  by  their  indulgent  mafter.  The  kingdom  of 
Suflex,  which  fpread  from  the  fea  to  the  Thames,  contained  feven 


The  faft  is  probable,  and  well  attefted  :  yet 
fuch  was  the  loofe  intermixture  of  the  German 
tribes,  that  we  find,  in  a  fubfequcnt  period, 
the  law  of  the  Ang'i  and  Warini  of  Germany 
(Lindenbrog.  Codex,  p.  479-486.)- 

'*'  See  Dr.  Henry's  ufeful  and  laborious 
Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  ii.  p.  388. 

'*'  Quicquid  (fays  John  of  Tinemouth) 
inter  Tynam  et  Tefam  fluvios  e.xtitit  fola 
cremi  vaftitudo  tunc  temporis  fuit,  et  idcirco 


nullius  ditioni  fervivit,  eo  quod  fola  indomi- 
torum  et  fylveftrium  animalium  fpelunca  et 
habitatio  fuit  (apud  Carte,  vol.  i.  p.  19;.). 
From  bifliop  Nicholfon  (Englifh  Hiftorical 
Library,  p.  65.  98.),  I  underftand,  that  fair 
copies  of  John  of  Tinemouth's  ample  Col- 
leflions  are  preferved  in  the  libraries  of  Ox- 
ford, Lambeth,  &c 

'^°  See  the  miflion  of  Wilfrid,  Sec.  in  Bede, 
Hift.  Ecclef.  l.iv.  c.  13.  16,  p.  155,  156.  159. 

thoufand 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  623 

tlioufand  families:  twelve  hundred  were  afcribed  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight?    CHAP. 

XXXVJII. 
and,  if  we  multiply  this  vague  computation,  it  may  feem  probable,    v— —.,,—— ^ 

that  England  was  cultivated  by  a  million  of  fervants,  or  villains, 
who  were  attached  to  the  eftatcs  of  their  arbitrary  landlords.  The 
indigent  Barbarians  were  often  tempted  to  fell  their  children  or  them- 
felves  into  perpetual,  and  even  foreign,  bondage'";  yet  the  fpecial  ex- 
emptions, which  were  granted  to  iiational  flaves  '^\  fufficiently  declare, 
that  they  were  much  lefs  numerous  than  the  flrangers  and  captives, 
who  had  loft  their  liberty,  or  changed  their  mafters,  by  the  acci- 
dents of  war.  When  time  and  religion  had  mitigated  the  fierce 
fpirit  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  laws  encouraged  the  frequent  prac- 
tice of  manumiffion  ;  and  their  fubjedts,  of  Welfh  or  Cambrian  ex- 
tradion,  affume  the  refpedable  ftation  of  inferior  freemen,  poflefTed 
of  lands,  and  intitled  to  the  rights  of  civil  fociety  ''\  Such  gentle 
treatment  might  fecure  the  allegiance  of  a  fierce  people,  who  had 
been  recently  fubdued  on  the  confines  of  Wales  and  Cornwall.  The 
fage  Ina,  the  legiflator  of  Wefiex,  united  the  two  nations  In  the 
bands  of  domeftic  alliance  ;  and  four  Britifh  lords  of  Somerfetfliire 
may  be  honourably  diftinguilhed  in  the  court  of  a  Saxon  mo- 
narch '". 

The  independent  Britons  appear  to  have  relapfed  into  the  ftate  of  Manners-of 
original  barbarifm,   from  whence  they  had   been  imperfedly  re- 
claimed.    Separated  by  their  enemies  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  they 

'*'  From  the  concurrent  teftimony  ofBede  xxxii.  in  Leg.  Anglo-Saxon,  p.  20.),  which 
(1.  ii.  c.  I.  p.  7S.),  and  William  of  Malmf-  allowed  200  fhillings  for  a  free  Saxon,  and 
bury  (1.  iii.  p.  102.),  it  appears,  that  the  1200  for  a  Thane  (fee  likewife  Leg.  Anglo- 
Anglo-Saxons,  from  the  firil,  to  the  laft,  age,  Saxon,  p.  71.).  We  may  obierve,  that  thefe 
perfifled  in  this  unnatural  pracUce.  Their  legiflators,  the  Weft-Saxons  and  Mercians, 
youths  were  publicly  fold  in  the  market  of  continued  their  Britifh  contjuefts  after  they 
Rome.  became  Chriflians.     The   laws    of   the  four 

'5^  According;   to    the   laws  of  Ina,   they  kings  of  Kent  do   not  condefcend  to  notice 

could  not  be  lawfully  fold  beyond  the  feas.  the  exiHence  of  any  fubjeft  Britons. 

'"  The  life  of  a  IVallus,  or  Camhricus,         ''*  See  Carte's  Hill,   of  England,  vol.  i» 

homo,  who  pofl'effed  a  hyde  of  land,  is  fixed  p.  27 S. 


it  1 20  iliillings,  by  the  fame  laws  [ol  Ina,  tit. 

3 
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CHAP,    fcon  became  an  obiea:  of  fcandal  and  abhorrence  to  the  Catliulk 
XXX  vni 

world  "'.     Chriftianity  was  ftill  profeffed  in  the  mountains  of  Wales; 

but  the  rude  fchil'maticp,  in  the  form  of  the  clerical  tonfure,  and  in 
the  ^^y  of  the  celebration  of  Eafter,  obftinately  refifted  the  imperious 
mandates  of  the  Roman  pontiffs.     The  ufe  of  the  Latin  language 
was  inferifibly  aboHflied,  and  the  Britons  were  deprived  of  the  arts 
and  learning  which  Italy  communicated  to  her  Saxon  profelytes. 
In  Wales  and  Armorica,  the  Celtic  tongue,  the  native  idiom  of  the 
Weft,  was  preferved  and  propagated  ;  and  the  Bards^  who  had  been 
the  companions  of  the  Druids,  were  ftill  proteded,  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  by  the  laws  of  Elizabeth.      Their  chief,  a  reipedlable  officer 
of  the  courts  of  Pengwern,  or  Aberfraw,  or  Caermathaen,  accom- 
panied the  king's  fervants  to  war :    the  monarchy  of  the  Britons, 
which  he  fung  in  the  front  of  battle,  excited  their  courage,  and  jufti- 
fied  their  depredations ;    and  the  fongfter  claimed  for  his  legitimate 
prize  the  faireft  heifer  of  the  fpoll.     His  fubordinate  minifters,  the 
mafters  and  difciples   of  vocal  and  inftrumental   mufic,   vifited,   in 
their   refpedive   circuits,    the   royal,    the  noble,    and   the    plebeian 
houfes ;    and  the  public  poverty,  almoft  exhaufted  by  the  clergy, 
was  opprefled  by  the  importiinate  demands  of  the  bards.      Their 
rank  and  merit  w^re  afcertained  by  folemn  trials,  and  the  ftrong  be- 
lief of  fupernatural  infpiration  exalted  the  fancy  of  the  poet,  and  of 
his  audience '".      The  Lift  retreats  of  Celtic  freedom,  the  extreme 
territories  of  Gaul  and  Britain,  were  lefs  adapted  to  agriculture  than 
to  pafturage  :  the  wealth  of  the  Britons  confifted  In  their  flocks  and 
herds ;    milk  and  fiefli  were  their  ordinary  food ;    and  bread  was 

"*  At  the  conclufion  of  his  hiftory  (A.  D.  interefting  account  of  the  Welih  ])ards.    In 

731.),  Bede  defcribes  the  ecclefiaftica!   ftate  the  year  1568,  a  feflion  was  he!d  at  Caervvys 

«f  the  ifland,    and   cenfures  the  implacable,  by  the  fpecial  command  of  queen  Elizabeth, 

though   impotent,     hatred    of    the    Britons  and  regular  degrees  in  vocal  and  inftrumental 

againft  the  Englilh  nation,  and  the  Catholic  mufic  were  conferred  on  fifty-five  minftrels. 

-church  (1.  V.  c.  23.  p.  319.).  The  prize  (a  filver  harp)  was  adjudged   by 

'"  Mr.  Pennant's  Tour  in  Wales  (p.  4.26  the  Moftyn  family. 
.— 44p.)  has  furnifhed  me  with  a  curious  and  * 

fometimes 
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fometlmes  efleemed,  or  rejedled,  as  a  foreign  luxury.     Liberty  had    yy^xmiT" 

A  A.  /\  \   III* 

peopled  the  mountains  of  Wales  and  the  moraffes  of  Arfnorica :  but  v- — r — i 
their  populoufnefs  has  been  malicioufly  afcribed  to  the  loofe  pra£tice  of 
polygamy ;  and  the  houfes  of  thefe  licentious  barbarians  have  been 
fuppofed  to  contain  ten  wives,  and  perhaps  fifty  children  '^'.  Their 
difpofition  was  rafh  and  choleric :  they  were  bold  in  action  and  in 
fpeech'*';  and  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the  arts  of  peace,  they  al- 
ternately indulged  their  palTions  in  foreign  and  domeftic  war.  The 
cavalry  of  Armorica,  the  fpearmen  of  Gwent,  and  the  archers  of 
Merioneth,  were  equally  formidable  ;  but  their  poverty  could  fcldom 
procure  either  fhields  or  helmets  ;  and  the  inconvenient  weight  would 
have  retarded  the  fpeed  and  agility  of  their  defultory  operations. 
One  of  the  greateft  of  the  Englifla  monarchs  was  requefted  to  fatisfy 
the  curiofity  of  a  Greek  emperor  concerning  the  ftate  of  Britain  ; 
and  Henry  II.  could  affert,  from  his  perfonal  experience,  that  Wales 
was  inhabited  by  a  race  of  naked  warriors,  who  encountered, 
without  fear,  the  defenfive  armour  of  their  enemies  "°. 

By  the  revolution  of  Britain,  the  limits  of  fcience,  as  well  as  of  obfcure  or 
empire,  were  contradled.     The  dark  cloud,  which  had  been  cleared  of  Britain^ 
by  the  Phoenician  difcoveries,  and  finally  difpelled  by  the  arms  of 
Csefar,  again  fettled  on  the  fliores  of  the  Atlantic,   and  a  Roman 
province  was  again  loft  among  the  fabulous  iflands  of  the  Ocean. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  reign  of  Honorius,  the  graveft 

'58  Regio    longe    latcque   difFufa,     milite,  the  French,  and  the  Britons.     The  malicious 

magis  quam  credibile  fit,  referta.     Partlbus  Welfhman   iiifinuates,  that  the  Englifh  taci- 

equidem  in  ilHo  miles  unus  quinquaginta  ge-  turnity  might  pollibly  be  the  efFeft  of  their 

nerat,  fortitus  more  barbaro  denas  aut  am-  fervitude  under  the  Normans. 
plius  uxores.     This  reproach   of  William  of         "^°  The  piflure  of  Welfh  and  Armorican 

Poitiers  (in  the  Hillorians  of  France,  tom.  xi.  manners  is  drawn  from  Giraldus   (Defcript. 

p.    8S.)    is    difclaimed    by    the    Benedittine  Cambria;,  c.  6  — 15.  inter  Script.  Cambden. 

editors.  •  p.  8S6  — 891.),  and  the   authors   quoted  by 

''"  Gir.aldus  Cambrenfis  confines  this  gift  the  Abbe  de  Vertot  (Hift.  Critique,  tom.ii. 

of  bold  and  ready  eloquence  to  the  Romans,  p.  259—266.). 

Vol.  III.  4  L  hlftorian 
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CHAP,    hiftorian  of  the  times  '"  defcribcs  the  wonders  of  a  remote  ifle,  whofe 

xxxvui. 

eallern  and  weftern  parts  are  divided  by  an  antique  wall,  the  boun- 
dary of  life  and  death,  or,  more  properly,  of  truth  and  fiction.  The 
eaft  is  a  fair  country,  inhabited  by  a  civilifed  people :  the  air  is 
healthy,  the  waters  are  pui-e  and  plentiful,  and  the  earth  yields  her 
regular  and  fruitful  increafe.  In  the  weft,  beyond  the  wall,  the  air 
is  infed;ious  and  mortal ;  the  ground  is  covered  with  ferpents  ;  and 
this  dreary  folitude  is  the  region  of  departed  fpirits,  who  are  tranf- 
ported  from  the  oppofite  fliorcs  in  fubftantial  boats,  and  by  living 
rowers.  Some  families  of  fifhermen,  the  fubjedts  of  the  Franks,  are 
excufed  from  tribute,  in  confideration  of  the  myfterious  office  which 
-is  performed  by  thei'e  Gharons  of  the  ocean.  Each  in  his  turn  is 
fummoned,  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  to  hear  the  voices,  and  even 
the  names,  of  the  ghofts  :  he  is  fenf  ible  of  their  weight,  and  he  feels 
himfelf  impelled  by  an  unknown,  but  irrefiftible,  power.  After  this 
dream  of  fancy,  -vve  read  with  aftonifhment,  that  the  name  of  this 
ifland  is  Brittia  ;  that  it  lies  in  the  ocean,  againft  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhine,  and  lefs  than  thirty  miles  from  ihe  continent ;  that  it  is  pof- 
feffed  by  three  nations,  the  Frifians,  the  Angles,  and  the  Britons  ; 
and  that  fome  Angles  had  appeared  at  Conftantinople,  in  the  train  of 
the  French  ambafladors.  From  thefe  ambafladors  Procopius  might  be 
informed  of  a  fmgular,  though  not  improbable,  adventure,  which 
announces  the  fpirit,  rather  than  the  delicacy,  of  an  Englifh  heroine. 
She  had  been  betrothed  to  Radiger  king  of  the  Varni,  a  tribe  of  Ger- 
mans who  touched  the  ocean  and  the  Rhine  ;  but  the  perfidious  lover 
was  tempted,  by  motives  of  policy,  to  prefer  his  father's  widow,  the 
fifter  of  Theodebert  king  of  the  Franks '".     The  forfaken  princefs  of 

the 

•"  See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Gothic.  I.  iv.  which  he  has  identified  by  fo  many  infepa- 

c.  20.  p.  620—625.      The  Greek  hiftorian  rable  circumilances. 

is   himfelf  fo   confounded    by    the   wonders  "^  Theodebert,  grandfon  of  Clovis,  and 

which  he  relates,  that  he  weakly  attempts  to  king  of  Auftrafia,  was  the  moft  powerful  and 

diltinguilh  the  iflands  oi Brittia  and  Britain,  warlike  prince  of  the  age  j  and  this  remark- 
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the  Angles,  inftead  of  bewailing,  revenged  her  difgracc 
like  fubjeds  axQ/aid  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  ufe,  and  even  of 
the  form,  of  an  horfe ;  but  fhe  boldly  failed  from  Britain  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rhine,  with  a  fleet  of  four  hundred  fhips,  and  an  army 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  After  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  the  captive 
Radiger  implored  the  mercy  of  his  victorious  bride,  who  generoufly 
pardoned  his  offence,  difmifled  lier  rival,  and  compelled  the  king  of  the 
Warni  to  difcharge  with  honour  and  fidelity  the  duties  of  an  huf- 
band '".  Thisgallant  exploit  appears  to  be  the  laft  naval  enterprifeof  the 
Anglo-Saxons.  The  arts  of  navigation,  by  which  they  had  acquired 
the  empire  of  Britain  and  of  the  fea,  were  foon  neglected  by  the 
indolent  Barbarians,  who  fupinely  renounced  all  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages of  their  infular  fituation.  Seven  independent  kingdoms 
were  agitated  by  perpetual  difcord  ;  and  the  BritiJJj  -world  was  fel- 
dom  conne'ded,  either  in  peace  or  war,  with  the  nations  of  the  con- 
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tment 

I  have  now  accompliflied  the  laborious  narrative  of  the  decline  Fall  of  the 
and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  from  the  fortunate  age  of  Trajan  and  pire  in  the 
the  Antonlnes,  to  its  total  extindion  in  the  Weft,  about  five  cen-      ^  ' 
turies  after  the  Chriftian  xra.     At  that  unhappy  period,  the  Saxons 
fiercely  ftruggled  with  the  natives  for  the  pofTeffion  of  Britain  :  Gaul 


able  adventure  may  be  placed  between  the 
years  534  and  547,  the  extreme  terms  of  his 
reign.  His  filler  Theudechildis  retired  to 
Sens,  where  flie  founded  monafteries,  and 
diftributed  alms  (fee  the  notes  of  the  Bene- 
difline  editors,  in  torn.  ii.  p.  216.).  If  we 
may  credit  the  praifes  of  Fortunatus  (I.  vi. 
carm.  5.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  507.),  Radiger  was 
deprived  of  a  moft  valuable  wife. 

'^^  Perhaps  (he  was  the  fifter  of  one  of  the 
princes  or  chiefs  of  the  Angles,  who  landed 
in  527,  and  the  following  years,  between 
the  Humber  and  the  Thames,  and  gradually 
founded  the  kingdoms  of  Eaft-Anglia  and 
Mercla.     The  Englifh  writers  are  ignorant 


of  her  name  and  exiftence  :  but  Procopius 
may  have  fjggefled  to  Mr.  Rowe  the  cha- 
racler  and  fituation  of  Rodugune  in  the  tra- 
gedy of  the  Royal  Convert. 

"^*  In  the  copious  hiftory  of  Gregory  of 
Tours,  we  cannot  find  any  traces  of  hoftile 
or  friendly  intercourfe  between  France  and 
England,  except  in  the  marriage  of  the 
daughter  of  Caribert  king  of  Paris,  quam 
regis  cujujdam  in  Cantia  filius  matrimonio 
copulavit  (1.  ix.  c.  26.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  34S.). 
The  bifhop  of  Tours  ended  his  hillory  and 
his  life  almoll  immediately  before  the  con- 
verfion  of  Kent. 
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CHAP,    and  Spain  were  divided  between  the  powerful  monarchies  of  the 
Franks  and  Vifigoths,  and  the  dependent  kingdoms  of  the  Suevi  and 
Burgundians  :    Africa  was  expofed  to  the  cruel  perfecution  of  the 
Vandals,  and  the  favage  infults  of  the  Moors  :    Rome  and  Italy,  as 
far  as  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  were  afflidted  by  an  army  of  Bar- 
barian mercenaries,    whofe  lawlefs  tyranny  was  fucceeded  by  the 
reign  of  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth.     All  the  fubje£ts  of  the  empire, 
who,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Latin  language,  more  particularly  deferved 
the  name  and  privileges  of  Romans,  were  opprefled  by  the  difgrace 
and  calamities  of  foreign  conqucft ;    and  the  victorious  nations  of 
Germany  eflablilhed  a  new  fyflem  of  manners  and  government  in 
the  weftern  countries  of  Europe.     The  majefty  of  Rome  was  faintly 
reprefented  by  the  princes  of  Conftantinople,  the  feeble  and  ima- 
ginary fucceflbrs  of  Auguftus.     Yet  they  continued  to  reign  over 
the  Eaft,  from  the  Danube  to  the  Nile  and  Tigris ;  the  Gothic  and 
Vandal  kingdoms  of  Italy  and  Africa  were  fubverted  by  the  arms  of 
Juftinian ;    and  the  hiftory  of  the  Greek  emperors  may  ftill  afford 
a  long  feries  of  inftru(ftive  lefTons,  and  interefting  revolutions. 
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Ge?7eral  Obfervaiions  on  the  Fall  of  the  Roman   Empire 

in    the    Wefl. 


^  I  ^  H  E  Greeks,  after  their  country  had  been  reduced  into  a  pro- 
-*-  vince,  imputed  the  triumphs  of  Rome,  not  to  the  merit,  hut 
to  the  FORTUNE,  of  the  republic.  The  inconftant  goddefs,  who 
fo  bUndly  diflributes  and  refumes  her  favours,  had  now  confentcd 
(fuch  was  the  language  of  envious  flattery)  to  refign  her  wings,  to 
defcend  from  her  globe,  and  to  fix  her  firm  and  immutable  throne 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber  '.  A  wiier  Greek,  who  has  compofed, 
with  a  philofophic  fpirit,  the  memorable  hiftory  of  his  own  times, 
deprived  his  countrymen  of  this  vain  and  delufive  comfort,  bv 
opening  to  their  view  the  deep  foundations  of  the  greatnefs  of 
Rome  \  The  fidelity  of  the  citizens  to  each  other,  and  to  the  ftate, 
was  confirmed  by  the  habits  of  education,  and  the  prejudices  of 
religion.  Honour,  as  well  as  virtue,  was  the  principle  of  the  re- 
public ;  the  ambitious  citizens  laboured  to  deferve  the  folemn  glories 
of  a  triumph  ;  and  the  ardour  of  the  Roman  youth  was  kindled 
into  adive  emulation,  as  often  as  they  beheld  the  domeftic  images 


'  Such   are    the  figurative   expreffions   of  Plut.irch  ;  and  toconfute  them  is  the  profefied 

Plutarch    (Opera,   torn.    ii.    p.     318.    edit,  intention  of  Polybius  (Hilt.  1.  i.  p.  90.  edit. 

Wechel),  to  whom,  on  the  faith  of  his  fon  Gronov.  Amftel.  1670.). 

Lamprias  (Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Graec.  torn.  iii.  *  See  the  ineftimable  remains  of  the  fixth 

p.  341. )>  I  Ihall  boldly  iiiipute  the  malicious  book  of  Polybius,  and  many  other  parts  oF 

declamation,    wEfi   T>i;    Punxwv  rvx':-     The  his  general  hiftory,  particularly  a  digreflion  in 

fame    opinions    had    prevailed   among    the  the  feventeenth  book,  in  which  he  compares 

Greeks  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  tlie  phalarw  and  the  legion. 

cf 
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■of  their  anceftors  ^  The  temperate  ftruggles  of  the  patricians  and 
plebeians  had  finally  eftablifhed  the  firm  and  equal  balance  of  the 
conflitution  ;  which  united  the  freedom  of  popular  affemblies,  with 
the  authority  and  wifdom  of  a  fenate,  and  the  executive  powers  of 
a  regal  magiftrate.  When  the  conful  difplayed  the  ftandard  of  the 
i-epublic,  each  citizen  bound  himfelf,  by  the  obligation  of  an  oath, 
to  draw  his  fword  in  the  caufe  of  his  country,  till  he  had  difcharged 
the  facred  duty  by  a  military  fervice  of  ten  years.  This  wife  infti- 
tution  continually  .poured  into  the  field  the  rifing  generations  of  free- 
men and  foldiers  ;  and  their  numbers  were  reinforced  by  the  warlike 
and  populous  ftates  of  Italy,  who,  after  a  brave  refiftance,  had 
yielded  to  the  valour,  and  embraced  the  alliance,  of  the  Romans. 
The  fage  hiftorian,  who  excited  the  virtue  of  the  younger  Scipio, 
and  beheld  the  ruin  of  Carthage  *,  has  accurately  defcribed  their 
military  fyftem  ;  their  levies,  arms,  exercifes,  fubordination,  marches, 
encampments ;  and  the  invincible  legion,  fuperior  in  active  ftrength 
to  the  Macedonian  phalanx  of  Philip  and  Alexander.  From  thefe 
inftitutions  of  peace  and  war,  Polybius  has  deduced  the  fpirit  and 
fuccefs  of  a  people,  incapable  of  fear,  and  impatient  of  repofe.  The 
ambiuous  defign  of  conqueft,  which  might  have  been  defeated  by 
the  feafonable  confpiracy  of  mankind,  was  attempted  and  atchieved  ; 
and  the  perpetual  violation  of  juftice  was  maintained  by  the  political 
virtues  of  prudence  and  courage.  The  arms  of  the  republic,  fometimes 
vanquiflied  in  battle,  always  victorious  in  war,  advanced  with  rapid 
ileps  to  the  Euphrates,  the   Danube,  the  Rhine,    and   the  Ocean ; 

^  Salluft  heard  the  generous  profeflions  of  repeated  t»vo  lines  of  the  Iliad,  which  exprefs 

P.  Scipio  and   Q^Maximus  (de  Bell.  Jugur-  the   deftruction  of  Troy,  acknowledging   to 

thin.  c.  4-)  ;  y^'  thefe  noble  brothers  were  Polybius,  his  friend  and  preceptor  (Polyb.  in 

jdead  many  years  before  the  birth  of  Salluft.  Excerpt,  de  Virtut.  et  Vit.  torn.  ii.  p.  1455  — 

But   the  Latin  hiftorian  had  read,  and  moil  J465),  that  while  he  recollefted  the  vicilH- 

probably   tranfcribes,    Polybius,    their  con-  tudes  of  human  affairs,  he  inwardly  applied 

temporary  and  friend.  them  to  the  future  calamities  of  Rome  (Ap- 

''  While  Carthage  was  in  flames,  Scipio  pian.  in  Libycis,  p.  136.  edit.  Toll.). 

and 
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and  the  images  of  gold,  or  filver,  or  brafs,  that  might  ferve  to  re- 
prefent  the  nations  and  their  kings,  were  fucceflively  broken  by  the 
iron  monarehy  of  Rome  \ 

The  rile  of  a  city,  which  Iwelled  into  an  empire,  may  deferve,  as 
a  fingular  prodigy^  the  reflexion  of  a  philofophic  mind.  But  the 
decline  of  Rome  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  eftedl  of  immode- 
rate greatnefs»  Profperity  ripened  the  principle  of  decay  ;  the  caufes 
of  deftrudion  multiplied  with  the  extent  of  conquefl:  ;  and  as  foon 
as  time  or  accident  had  removed  the  artificial  fupports,  the  Ilupen- 
dous  fabric  yielded  to  the  preffure  of  its  own  weight.  The  ftoiy  of 
its  ruin  is  iimple  and  obvious  ;  and  inftead  of  enquiring  ijuhy  the 
Roman  empire  was  deftroyed,  we  ihould  rather  be  furprifed  that  it 
had  fubfifted  fo  long.  The  vidorious  legions,  who,  in  diftant  wars 
acqviired  the  vices  of  ftrangers  and  mercenaries,  hril  oppreffed  the 
freedom  of  the  republic,  and  afterwards  violated  the  majefty  of  the 
Purple.  The  emperors,  anxious  for  their  perfonal  fafety  and  the- 
public  peace,  were  reduced  to  the  bafe  expedient  of  corrupting  the 
difcipline  which  rendered  them  alike  formidable  to  their  fovereign 
and  to  the  enemy ;  the  vigour  of  the  military  government  was  re- 
laxed, and  finally  diflblved,  by  the  partial  inllitutions  of  Conftantine ; 
and  the  Roman  world  was  overwhelmed  by  a  deluge  of  Barba- 
rians. 

The  decay  of  Rome  has  been  frequently  afcribed  to  the  tranflatlon 
of  the  feat  of  empire ;  but  this  hiftory  has  already  fliewn,  that  the 
powers  of  government  were  divided^  rather  than  removed.  The 
throne  of  Conflantinople  was  eredied  in  the  Eaftj  while  the  Weft 

'  See  Daniel  ii.  31 — 40.  "  And  the  fourth  own    time.     Sicut   enim  in  principio   nihil 

"  kingdom  (hall  be  llrong  as  }ron ;  foiafmuch  Romano  Imperio  fortius  et  durius,  ita  in  fine 

"  as  iron  breaketh  in  pieces,  and  iubdueth  rerum  nihil  imbecillius  :  quum   et  in  bellis 

"  all  things."     The  remainder  of  the  pro-  civilibus  et  adverfus  diverfasnationes,  aliarutn 

phecy  (the   mixture  of  iron    and  day)   was  gentium  barbararum  auxilioindigemus  (Ope- 

accompliilied,  according  to  St.  Jeroro,  in  his  ra,  torn.  v.  p.  572.). 

was 
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■was  ftill  pofTefTed  by  a  feries  of  emperors  who  held  their  refidence  in 
Italy,  and  clahned  their  equal  inheritance  of  the  legions  and  pro- 
vinces. This  dangerous  novelty  impaired  the  ftrength,  and  fomented 
the  vices,  of  a  double  reign :  the  inftruments  of  an  oppreflive  and 
arbitrary  fyftem  were  multiplied  ;  and  a  vain  emulation  of  luxury, 
not  of  merit,  was  introduced  and  fupported  between  the  degenerate 
fuccefTors  of  Theodofius.  Extreme  diftrefs,  which  unites  the  virtue 
of  a  free  people,  embitters  the  fadlions  of  a  declining  monarchy.  The 
hoftile  favourites  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  betrayed  the  republic  to 
its  common  enemies  ;  and  the  Byzantine  court  beheld  with  indif- 
ference, perhaps  with  pleaixire,  tlie  difgrace  of  Rome,  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Italy,  and  the  lofs  of  the  Weft.  Under  the  fucceeding 
-reigns,  the  alliance  of  the  two  empires  was  reftored  ;  but  the  aid  of 
the  Oriental  Romans  was  tardy,  doubtful,  and  ineffectual ;  and  the 
national  fchifm  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins  was  enlarged  by  the  perpe- 
tual difference  of  language  and  manners,  of  intereft,  and  even  of 
religion.  Yet  the  falutary  event  approved  in  fome  meafure  the 
judgment  of  Conftantine.  During  a  long  period  of  decay,  his  im- 
pregnable city  repelled  the  vicStorious  armies  of  Barbarians,  proteded 
the  wealth  of  Afia,  and  commanded,  both  in  peace  and  war,  the 
important  ftreights  which  conned:  the  Euxine  and  Mediterranean 
feas.  The  foundation  of  Conftantinople  more  effentially  contributed 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  Eaft,  than  to  the  ruin  of  the  Weft. 

As  the  happinefs  of  a  future  life  is  the  great  object  of  religion, 
we  may  hear  without  furprife  or  fcandal,  that  the  introdudion,  or 
at  leaft  the  abufe,  of  Chriftianity,  had  fome  influence  on  the  decline 
and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  clergy  fuccefsfully  preached 
the  dodrines  of  patience  and  pufillanimity  ;  the  adive  virtues  of 
fociety  were  difcouraged;  and  the  laft  remains  of  military  fpirit  were 
buried  in  the  cloyfter  :  a  large  portion  of  public  and  private  wealth 
was  confecrated  to  the  fpecious  demands  of  charity  ajid  devotion ; 

7  and 
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and  the  foldiers  pay  was  laviflicd  on  the  ufelefs  mukitudes  ol"  both 
fexes,  who  could  only  plead  the  merits  of  abftinence  and  chaftitv. 
Faith,  zeal,  curiofity,  and  the  more  earthly  pafTions  of  malice  and 
ambition,  kindled  the  flame  of  theological  difcord ;  the  church,  and 
even  the  ftate,  were  diftradled  by  religious  fadtions,  whofe  conflicls 
were  fometimes  bloody,  and  always  implacable  ;  the  attention  of  the 
emperors  was  diverted  from  camps  to  fynods ;  the  Roman  woi'ld 
was  opprefTed  by  a  new  fpecies  of  tyranny ;  and  the  perfecuted  feels 
became  the  fccret  enemies  of  their  country.  Yet  party-fpirit,  how- 
ever pernicious  or  abfurd,  is  a  principle  of  union  as  well  as  of  dif- 
fention.  The  bifhops,  from  eighteen  hundred  pulpits,  inculcated 
the  duty  of  pafflve  obedience  to  a  lawful  and  orthodox  fovereign  ; 
their  frequent  afl'emblies,  and  perpetual  correfpondence,  maintained 
the  communion  of  diftant  churches  ;  and  the  benevolent  temper  of 
the  gofpel  was  ftrengthened,  though  confined,  by  the  fpiritual  alli- 
ance of  the  Catholics.  The  facred  indolence  of  the  monks  was 
devoutly  embraced  by  a  fervile  and  effeminate  age ;  but  if  fuperfti- 
tion  had  not  aflforded  a  decent  retreat,  the  fame  vices  would  have 
tempted  the  ^nworthy  Romans  to  defert,  from  bafer  motives,  the 
■ftandard  of  the  republic.  Religious  precepts  are  eafily  obeyed,  which 
indulge  and  fandify  the  natural  inclinations  of  their  votaries ;  but 
the  pure  and  genuine  influence  of  Chrifl:ianity  may  be  traced  in  its 
beneficial,  though  imperfed;,  effedls  on  the  Barbarian  profelytes  of 
the  North.  If  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire  was  haftened  by 
the  converfion  of  Confliantine,  his  vidlorious  religion  broke  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fall,  and  mollified  the  ferocious  temper  of  the  con- 
querors. 

This  awful  revolution  may  be  ufefully  applied  to  the  inftrudion 
of  the  prefent  age.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  patriot  to  prefer  and  pro- 
mote the  exclufive  intereft  and  glory  of  his  native  country :  but  a 
philofopher  may  be  permitted  to  enlarge  his  views,  and  to  confider 

Vol.  III.  4  M  Europe 
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Europe  as  one  great  republic,  whofe  various  inhabitants  have  attained 
almoft  the  fame  level  of  polltenefs  and  cultivation.  The  balance  of 
power  will  continue  to  fludtuate,  and  the  profperity  of  our  own,  or 
the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  may  be  alternately  exalted  or  deprefled  ; 
but  thefe  partial  events  cannot  eflcntially  injure  our  general  ftate  of 
happinefs,  the  fyftem  of  arts,  and  laws,  and  manners,  which  fo  ad- 
vantageoufly  diftinguifh,  above  the  reft  of  mankind,  the  Europeans 
and  their  colonies.  The  favage  nations  of  the  globe  are  the  common 
enemies  of  civilifed  fociety ;  and  we  may  enquire  with  anxious  cu- 
riofity,  whether  Europe  is  ftill  threatened  with  a  repetition  of  thofe 
calamities,  which  formerly  oppreffed  the  arms  and  inftitutions  of 
Rome.  Perhaps  the  fame  refledlions  will  illuftrate  the  fall  of  that 
mighty  empire,  and  explain  the  probable  caufes  of  our  actual  fe- 
curity. 

L  The  Romans  were  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  their  danger,  and 
the  number  of  their  enemies.     Beyond  the  Rhine  and  Danube,  the 
northern  countries  of  Europe  and  Alia  were  filled  with  innumerable 
tribes  of  hunters   and   fliepherds,  poor,  voracious,    and  turbulent  j 
bold  in  arms,  and   impatient  to  ravifh  the  fruits  of  induftry.     The 
Barbarian  world  was  agitated  by  the  rapid  impulfe  of  war  ;  and  the 
peace  of  Gaul  or  Italy  was  fhaken  by  the  diftant  revolutions  of 
China.     The  Huns,  who  fled   before  a  viftorious.  enemy,  directed 
their  march  towards  the  Weft  ;  and  the  torrent  was  fwelled  by  the 
gradual   acceflion   of  captives    and   allies.     The    flying  tribes   who 
yielded  to  the  Huns,  aflumed  in   ibeir  turn  the  fpirit  of  conqueft  ; 
the  endlefs  column  of  Barbarians  prefled  on  the  Roman  empire  with 
accumulated  weight ;  and,  if  the  foremoft  were  deftroyed,  the- vacant 
fpace  was  inftantly  replenifhed  by  new  aflailants.     Such  formidable 
emigrations   no  longer  ifllie  from  the  North  ;  and  the  long  repofe, 
which  has  been  imputed  to  the  decreafe  of  population,  is  the  happy 
€pnfequence  of  the  progrefs  of  arts  and  agriculture.    Inftead  of  fome 

2.  rude 
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nule  villages,  thinly  Icattered  among  its  woods  and  morafles,  Ger- 
many now  produces  a  lift  of  two  thoufand  three  hundred  walled  towns : 
the  Chriftian  kingdoms  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Poland  have  been 
fucceffively  ertabliflied  ;  and  the  Hanfe  merchants,  with  the  Teutonic 
knights,  have  extended  their  colonies  along  the  coaftof  the  Baltic,  as 
far  as  the  Gulf  of  Finland.     From  the  Gulf  of  Finland  to  the  Eaften^ 
Ocean,  Ruffia  now  aflumes  the  form  of  a  powerful   and   civilifed 
empire.     The  plough,  the   loom,  and  the  forge  arc  introduced  on 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  the  Oby,  and  the  Lena  ;  and  the  fierceft  of 
the  Tartar  hords  have  been. taught  to  tremble  and  obey.     The  reign 
of  independent  Barbarifm  is   now  contraded  to  a  narrow  fpan  ;  and 
the  remnant  of  Calmucks  or  Uzbeks,  whofe  forces  may  be  almoft 
numbered,  cannot  ferioufly  excite   the  apprehenfions  of  the   great 
republic  of  Europe  *.     Yet  this  apparent  fecurity  iliould   not  tempt 
lis  to  forget,  that  new  enemies,  and  unknown  dangers,  mxj  pojfibly 
arife  from  fome  obfcure  people,  fcarcely  vifible  in  the  map  of  the 
"world.     The  Arabs  or  Saracens,  who  fpread  their  conquefts  from 
India  to  Spain,  had  languifhed  in  poverty  and  contempt,  till  Mahomet 
treathed  into  thofe  favage  bodies  the  foul  of  enthufiafm. 

II.  The  emph-e  of  Rome  was  firmly  eftablifhed  by  the  fmgular 
and  perfed  coalition  of  its  members.  The  fubjed  nations,  refigning 
the  hope,  and  even  the  wifh,  of  independence,  embraced  the  cha- 
racter of  Roman  citizens  ;  and  the  provinces  of  the  Weft  were 
reludantly  torn  by  the  Barbarians  from  the  bofom  of  their  mother- 
country  \     But  this  union  was  purchafed   by  the  lofs  of  national 

*  The  French  and  Englirti  editors  of  the  Chinois,   torn.  i.  p.  325 — 400.).     But  thefe 

Genealogical    Hiftory  of  the  Tartars  have  conquefts  are  precarious,  nor  will  I  venture 

fubjoined  a  curious,  though  imperfeft,   de-  to  enfure  the  fafety  of  the  Chinefe  empire, 

fcription  of  their  prefent   ftate.     We  might  '  The  prudent  reader  will  determine  licw 

<jueftion  the  independence  of  the  Calmucks,  far  this  general   propofition  is  weakened  by 

or  Eluths,  fince  they  have  been  recently  van-  the  revolt  of  the  Ifaurians,  the  independence 

quiftied  by  the   Chinefe,  who,   in  the  year  of  Britain  and  Armorica,  the  Moorifh  tribes, 

1759,   fubdued  the  leiTer  Bucharia,  and  ad-  or  the  Bagaud.-e   of  Gaul  and  Spain  (vol.  i. 

%'anced  into  the  country  of  Badak(han,   near  p.  340.  vol.  iii.  p.  273.  337.  434-). 
ihe  fources  of  the  Oxus  (Memoires  fur  les 
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freedom  and  military  fpirit ;  and  the  fervile  provinces,  deftitute  of 
life  and  motion,  expeded  their  fafety  from  the  mercenary  troops 
and  governors,  who  were  direded  by  the  orders  of  a  dlftant  court. 
The  happinefs  of  an  hundred  millions  depended  on  the  perfonal 
merit  of  one,  or  two,  men,  perhaps  children,  whofe  minds  were 
corrupted  by  education,  luxury,  and  dcfpotic  power.  The  deepeft 
wounds  were  infli£ted  on  the  empire  during  the  minorities  of  the 
fons  and  grandfons  of  Theodofms ;  and,  after  thofe  incapable 
princes  feemed  to  attain  the  age  of  manhood,  they  abandoned  the 
church  to  the  bifhops,  the  ftate  to  the  eunuchs,  and  the  provinces  to 
the  Barbarians.  Europe  is  now  divided  into  twelve  powerful,  though 
unequal,  kingdoms,  three  refpedable  commonwealths,  and  a  variety 
of  fmaller,  though  independent,  dates :  the  chances  of  royal  and 
minifterial  talents  are  multiplied,  at  leaft,  with  the  number  of  its 
rulers ;  and  a  Julian,  or  Semiramis,  may  reign  in  the  North,  while 
Arcadius  and  Honorius  flumber  on  the  thrones  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  The  abufes  of  tyranny  are  reftrained  by  the  mutual  in- 
fluence of  fear  and  fliame  ;  republics  have  acquired  order  and  fta- 
bility ;  monarchies  have  imbibed  the  principles  of  freedom,  or,  at 
leaft,  of  moderation  ;  and  fome  fenfe  of  honour  and  juftice  is  intro- 
duced into  the  moft  defedtive  conftitutions  by  the  general  manners  of 
the  times.  In  peace,  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  and  induftry  is  ac- 
celerated by  the  emulation  of  fo  many  adive  rivals:  in  war,  the 
European  forces  are  exercifed  by  temperate  and  undecifive  contefts. 
If  a  favage  conqueror  fhould  ilTue  from  the  deferts  of  Tartar)',  he 
muft  repeatedly  vanquilh  the  robuft  peafants  of  Ruffia,  the  nu- 
merous armies  of  Germany,  the  gallant  nobles  of  France,  and  the 
intrepid  freemen  of  Britain ;  who,  perhaps,  might  confederate  for 
their  common  defence.  Should  the  vidorious  Barbarians  carry 
flavery  and  defolation  as  far  as  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ten  thoufand 
veffels  would  tranfport  beyond  their  purfuit  the  remains  of  civilifed 
6  fociety  j 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  637 

fociety  ;  and    Europe  would  revive  and  flourifh  in  the  American 
world,  which  is  ah-eady  filled  with  her  colonies,  and  inftitutions  ". 

III.  Cold,  poverty,  and  a  life  of  danger  and  fatigue,  fortify  the 
ftrength  and  courage  of  Barbarians.  In  every  age  they  have  op- 
prefled  the  polite  and  peaceful  nations  of  China,  India,  and  Perfia, 
who  negledted,  and  ftill  negledl,  to  counterbalance  thefe  natural 
powers  by  the  refources  of  military  art.  The  warlike  ftates  of  anti- 
quity, Greece,  Macedonia,  and  Rome,  educated  a  race  of  foldiers ; 
exercifed  their  bodies,  difciplined  their  courage,  multiplied  their 
forces  by  regular  evolutions,  and  converted  the  iron,  which  they 
poflefled,  into  ftrong  and  ferviceable  weapons.  But  this  fuperiority 
infenfibly  dcchned  with  their  laws  and  manners  ;  and  the  feeble  po- 
licy of  Conftantine  and  his  fucceflbrs  armed  and  inftrufted,  for  the 
ruin  of  the  empire,  the  rude  valour  of  the  Barbarian  mercenaries 
The  military  art  has  been  changed  by  the  invention  of  gunpowder  ; 
which  enables  man  to  command  the  two  moft  powerful  agents  of 
nature,  air  and  fire.  Mathematics,  chymiftry,  mechanics,  archt- 
tedlure,  have  been  applied  to  the  fervice  of  war  ;  and  the  adverie 
parties  oppofe  to  each  other  the  moft  elaborate  modes  of  attack 
and  of  defence.  Hiftorians  may  indignantly  obferve,  that  the  pre- 
parations of  a  fiege  would  found  and  maintain  a  flourifliing  colony  ' ; 
yet  we  cannot  be  difpleafed,  that  the  fubverfion  of  a  city  fhould  be 

*  America  now  contains  about  fix  millions  ic6,ooo  cartouches  d'une  fa9on,   61300,000 

of  European  blood  and   defcent  ;  and  their  d'une  autre;    21,000  bombes  ;    27,700  gre- 

numbers,  at  leaft  in    the  North,  are  conti-  nades,    15,000  facs    a   terre,   30,000   inftru- 

nually    increafing.      Whatever  may  be   the  mens  pour  le  pionnage;   1,200,000  livres  de 

changes  of  their  political  fituation,  they  mull  poudre.    Ajoutez  a  ces  munitions,  leplomb, 

preferve  the  manners  of  Europe  ;  and  we  may  le  fer,  et  le  fer-blanc,  les  cordages,   tout  ce 

refledl   with    fome  pleafure,  that  the  Englifh  qui    fert   aux   mineurs,   le   fouphre,     le   fal- 

language  will   probably  be   difFufed  over  an  petre,  les  outils  de  toute  efpece.     II  eft  cer- 

immenfe  and  populous  continent.  tain  que  les  frais  de   tcus  ces  preparatifs  de 

5  On  avoit  fait  venir  (for  the  fiege  of  Tu-  deftruftion    fuffiroient    pour  fonder  et  pour 

rin)  140  pieces  de  canon  ;  et  il  eft  a   remar-  faire  fleiirir  la  plus  nombreufc  colonic.    Vol- 

quer  que  chaque  gros  canon  monte  revient  a  taire,   Siecle   de  Louis  XIV.   c.   xx.   in   his 

enviren  2000 ecus:  i!y  avoit  110,000  boulets;  Works,  torn.  xi.  p.  591. 
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a  work  of  cod  and  difficulty  ;  or  that  an  induftrious  people  fliould 
be  protected  by  thofe  arts,  which  furvive  and  fupply  the  decay  of 
military  virtue.  Cannon  and  fortifications  now  form  an  impregnable 
barrier  againft  the  Tartar  horfe  ;  and  Europe  is  fecure  from  any 
future  irruption  of  Barbarians  ;  Imce,  before  they  can  conquer, 
they  muft  ceafe  to  be  barbarous.  Their  gradual  advances  in  the  fcience 
of  war  would  always  be  accompanied,  as  we  may  learn  from  the 
example  of  Ruflia,  with  a  proportionable  improvement  in  the  arts  of 
peace  and  civil  policy  ;  and  they  themfelves  muft  deferve  a  place 
among  the  polifhed  nations  whom  they  lubdue. 

Should  thefe  fpeculations  be  found  doubtful  or  fallacious,  there  ftill 
remains  a  more  humble  fource  of  comfort  and  hope.  The  difcoveries 
of  ancient  and  modern  navigators,  and  the  domeftic  hiftory,  or  tra- 
dition, of  the  moft  enlightened  nations,  reprefent  the  human  favage, 
naked  both  in  mind  and  body,  and  deftitute  of  laws,  of  arts,  of 
ideas,  and  almoft  of  language  '".  From  this  abjedt  condition,  per- 
haps the  primitive  and  univerfal  ftate  of  man,  he  has  gradually  arifen 
to  command  the  animals,  to  fertilife  the  earth,  to  traverfe  the 
ocean,  and  to  meafure  the  heavens.  His  progrefs  in  the  improve- 
ment and  exercife  of  his  mental  and  corporeal  faculties"  has  been 
irregular  and  various;  infinitely  flow  in  the  beginning,  and  increafing 
by  degrees  with  redoubled  velocity  :  ages  of  laborious  afcent  have 
been  followed   by  a  moment   of   rapid   downfal ;    and  the  feveral 


■°  It  would  be  an  eafy,  though  tedious  tafic, 
to  produce  the  autliorities  of  poets,  philofo- 
phers,  and  hillorians.  I  ihall  therefore  content 
Tnyfelf  with  appealing  to  the  decifive  and  au- 
thentic teftimony  of  Diodorus  Siculus  (torn.  i. 
l.i.  p.  11,12.  1.  iii.  p.  1H4,  &c.  edit.  Weflel- 
ing,).  The  Idlhyophagi,  who  in  his  time  wan- 
dered along  the  (hores  .of  the  Red  Sea,  can  only 
be  compared  to  the  natives  of  New  Holland 
'Dampier's  Voyages,  val.  i.  p.  464— 469.). 


Fancy,  or  perhaps  reafon,  may  ftill  fuppofe 
an  extreme  and  abfolute  ftate  of  nature  far 
below  the  level  of  thefe  favages,  who  had  ac» 
quired  fonie  arts  and  inftruments. 

"  See  the  learned  and  rational  work  of  the 
Prefident  Goguet,  de  i'Origine  des  Loix,  des 
Arts  et  des  Sciences.  He  traces  from  fafts, 
or  conjeftures  (torn.  i.  p.  147  — 337,  edit. 
i2mo.),  the  firft  and  moft  difiicult  fteps  of 
human  invention. 
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cl-mates  of  the  globe  have  felt  the  vicifTitudes  of  light  and  darkncfs. 
Yet  the  experience  of  four  thoufand  years  fhould  enlarge  our  hopes, 
and  diminilh  our  apprehenfions :  we  cannot  determine  to  what 
height  the  human  fpecies  may  afpire  in  their  advances  towards  per- 
fedlion ;  but  it  may  fafely  be  preAimed,  that  no  people,  unlefs  the 
face  of  nature  is  changed,  •vvlil  rclapfe  into  their  original  barbarifm. 
The  improvements  of  fociety  may  be  viewed  under  a  threefold 
afped.  I.  The  poet  or  philofopher  illuftratcs  his  age  and  country 
by  the  efforts  of  2.fingle  mind  ;  but  thefe  fuperior  powers  of  reafon 
or  fancy  are  rare  and  fpontaneous  produdions  ;  and  the  genius  of 
Homer,  or  Cicero,  or  Newton,  would  excite  lefs  admiration,  if  they 
could  be  created  by  the  will  of  a  prince,  or  the  leffons  of  a  preceptor. 
1.  The  benefits  of  law  and  policy,  of  trade  and  manufadures,  of 
arts  and  fciences,  are  more  folid  and  permanent ;  and  many  indivi- 
duals may  be  qualified,  by  education  and  difcipUne,.  to  promote,  in 
their  refpedive  ftations,  the  intereft  of  the  community.  But  this 
general  order  is  the  effed  of  Ikill  and  labour ;  and  the  complex  ma- 
chinery may  be  decayed  by  time,  or  injured  by  violence.  3.  For- 
tunately for  mankind,  the  more  ufeful,  or,  at  kait,  more  uecefTary 
arts,  can  be  performed  without  fuperior  talents,  or  national  fubor- 
dination  ;  without  the  powers  of  one^  or  the  union  of  many.  Each 
village,  each  family,  each  indi\'idual,  muft  always  polTefs  both  abi- 
lity and  inclination,  to  perpetuate  the  ufe  of  fire  "■  and  of  metals ; 
the  propagation  and  fervice  of  domeftic  animals ;  the  methods  of 
hunting  and  fifhing ;  the  rudiments  of  navigation  ;  the  imperfed 
cultivation  of  corn,  or  other  nutritive  grain;  and  the  fimple  pradicc 
of  the  mechanic  trades.     Private  genius  and  public  induftry  may  be- 

"  It  is  certain,  however  ftrange,  that  ma-  ed  any  earthen  veflels  capable  of  fuftaining 

ny  nations  have  been  ignorant  of  the   ufe  of  the  aftion  of  fire,  and  of  communicating  the 

fire.    Even  the  ingenious  natives  of  Otaheite,  heat  to  the  liquids  which  they  contain. 
who  are  dellitu'te  of  metals,  have  not  invent- 

extirpated|: 
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extirpated  ;  but  thefe  hardy  plants  furvive  the  tempeft,  and  flrike 
an  everlafting  root  into  the  moft  unfavourable  foil.  The  fplendid 
days  of  Auguftus  and  Trajan  were  eclipfed  by  a  cloud  of  igno- 
rance ;  and  the  Barbarians  fubverted  the  laws  and  palaces  of  Rome. 
But  the  fcythe,  the  invention  or  emblem  of  Saturn  ",  ftili  continued 
annually  to  mow  the  harvefts  of  Italy  ;  and  the  human  feafts  of  the 
I^xftrigons  '*  have  never  been  renewed  on  the  coaft  of  Campania. 

Since  the  firfl  difcovery  of  the  arts,  war,  commerce,  and  reli- 
gious zeal  have  diffufed,  among  the  favages  of  the  Old  and  New 
World,  thefe  ineftimable  gifts :  they  have  been  fucceffively  propa- 
gated ;  they  can  never  be  loll.  We  may  therefore  acquiefce  in  the 
pleafmg  conclufion,  that  every  age  of  the  world  has  increafed,  and 
Hill  increafes,  the  real  wealth,  the  happinefs,  the  knowledge, "and 
perhaps  the  virtue,  of  the  human  race  ". 


''  Plutarch.  Qujeft.  Rom-  in  torn.  H.  p.  275. 
Macrob.  Saturnal.  1.  i.  c.  8.  p.  152.  edit- 
London.  The  arrival  of  Saturn  (of  his  re. 
ligious  worlhip)  in  a  Ihip,  may  indicate,  that 
the  favage  coaft  of  Latium  was  firll  difcovered 
and  civilifed  by  the  Phoenicians. 

'*  In  the  ninth  and  tenth  bouka  of  the 
Odyffey,  Homer  has  embellifhed  the  tales  of 
fearful  and  credulous  failors,  who  tranf- 
i'ormed  the  cannibals  of  Italy  and  Sicily  into 
monftrous  'giants. 

''  The  merit  of  difcovery  has  too  often 
been  ftained  with  avarice,  cruelty,  and  fana- 


ticifm  ;  and  the  intercourfe  of  nations  has  pro- 
duced the  communication  of  difeafe  and  pre- 
judice. A  iingular  exception  is  due  to  the 
virtue  of  our  own  times  and  country.  The  five 
great  voyages  fucceflively  undertaken  by  the 
command  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  were  in- 
fpired  by  the  pure  and  generous  love  of  fci- 
ence  and  of  mankind.  The  fame  prince, 
adapting  his  benefaftions  to  the  different 
flages  of  fociety,  has  founded  a  fchool  of 
painting  in  his  capital  ;  and  has  introduced 
into  the  iflands  of  the  South  Sea,  the  vege- 
tables and  animals  mod  ufeful  to  human  life* 
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■  5.    «/>fr  Graiofque  aV/.  the  comma' 

^-^     6.   y'or  Kahn  rf«//  Kuhn 

-  5.  y>.r  Florentina  r.  Fiorentina 

■  18.   /or  Honorious  r.  Honorius 

6.   /or  Lutheranifme  r.  Lutheranifm© 

——      I.   for  Goquet  r.   Goguet 

— —     6.  /or  Porti  r.   Porto 

10    /or  Eudocia  r.  Eudoxia 

•  18.   /or  Thevrocz  r.  Thwrocz 

— —     2.   /or  t  r.  to 

— —     2.  yir  as  r.  us 

2.  /or  Toncai  r.  Toncat 

— —     8.  yor  Singiban  r.  Sangiban 

3.    /or  Squittenio  r,   Squittinio 

■  Z-   /or    T^utpt    TO    r,  r^ac^ivTo;. 

4.  /or  Caefina  r.  Cscina 

——•     I.   >fai/,^?-«>-<f  autem  erant  ei  trecents  uberes,  et  valder 
optima  (Vit.  Patr.  1.  i.  p.  36),     If  the  Jrinif 
be,  &c. 
/or  Adrumetam  reaJ  Adnimetum 
/or  Agebard  r.  Agobard 
^—     4.  /or  bur  r.  but 
— ^     9.  /or  foch  r.  fuch 

-  4,  /or  Homeria.  r,  Homerir. 

12,   13.  /or  to  family  r,  to  the  family 

8.  /or  though  r.  through 

— —     7. /or  Ergaftalis  r.  Ergaitulis 
'  17,  /or  paople  r.  peop.la 
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